BILLY BUNTER-—THE FATTEST AND FUNNIEST BOY IN FICTION!

Read all about him—inside.

IN BORROWED PLUMES!

(An wnusual incident talien from the grand school yorn of Gregfviors in this issue.)
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JACK JOLLY'S RUSE!
(Continved from page 15.)

“Phonk you kindly, sint ™

Uornat one more word befure you go.
Me. Nollidge," snid Dr. Birchemall, sk
lis voice to o confidentinl wisper, " Uh.
ing to some egestraordinary deloy in the
post, 1've been disnppointed  about o
postakorder T've been cggspeeting,”

ALY mermered Jack,

He knew what was coming.  The Head
was folling nostly into his trap !

“ihe  postal-order,”  continewed D
Birchoranll, in the sime confidentinl Ltono,

“wos coming from one of my titl
1elptions, at Birchomall Towers, It wis
yoing to ba for o ratlior lorge sum Tindf-ia-

crown, to be egmoct.”

“ Yos, #ir 1"

w1 was wondering whether you'ld he
pood enuff to cash it in advanes for e
Vou ean hand me half-a-crown now, nod
'l hond you the postal-order when it
comes. Do you think you ean oblizs
e, Meo Nollidge ¢

Juck Jolly pretended to ponder.

“well, T00 do it,” ho said ot linst
* But T must ndk for a little more security
for my money than your word, if you'll grive
we nn 1O U now, the eash is yours.”

In the eggscitemnent of the moment Dr,
tirehemal elutehed Jaclk Jolly round the
wiste ond waltzed hin round the studdy.

e would have waltzed round n second
thme bat for, the fact that le
teipped over the fonder,

alinpst

THE MAGNET LIBRARY.

Shade pipt T signan 10 U or
anvtliing olse, on thoso terms,” he suid
difitedly, ** Here vou orve -

In lis ifimitablo scraw), he wrole on
n sheet of paper:

v f 0 U Half-aserown (2a Gl
(Signed) AT Birchemall.”

Jack Jolly cheerfully partod with his
last half-a.crown, ond tronsferred Dr.
Birchomoll's preshus  document  to his
pocket. Hia hart was furely throhbing
with cgmsitement benoath is loud check
soewt, Within ten minuted of his roturn
to St, Sam's, he had won half tho battle
he hind obtained Dr. Birchcmall's signature
for n dett of cash !

Y And now  for
moermered Jack,

Lut, of coupse. he didn't say tliat nloud,
For De, Birchemall's enrs, he added

“ Wt nbout s sunek, sir ¥ 1'm begin:
ning to foel peckish 1" ;

To which Dr. Birchemaoll, full of friewd-
linogs ot the suxxess of lis financinl
oprerntions, roplied :

some giddy funt”

s What-ho ! Weo'll got down to the
dining-hnll at onee—if not sooner ! i
And to the dining-hall, with anns

liuked, and grinning all over their diles,
1br, Birchemall and the persudo master
duly dessended !

(Look out for anaother wide-splitting
wrn of St.Sa m'sin newt ks homper
nimber of the MAGNET, elums, Thi
title dxs CWINNING THROTUGH i anl
Vil digh G wour' sides aehonhen
wonw remd i)

PRICE
TWOPENGE.

It

IN BORROWED PLUMES!

(Cantinued from page 235.)

ihe breathless juniors left him al last,
they were all looking rather untidy, and
considerably fotigued: but it was thie
wrock of u cgptain that they lelt
gasping i the grass.

. . . - - .

Harry Wharton and Co. walked back
to. Groyfriars, breathing hard aftor
thoir exertions, hut satisfied with having
moted ont stern justice to the schemer.

Billy  Bunter trailed dismally after
thom—no longer a rorty dog: loaking
and feeling anything but rorty. It

was half an hour later before Captain
Marker found encrgy enough fo erawl
into his ear and drive awny—and the
frame of mind in which he went conld
not have been expressed in words.

“We're done with that rotter now,
[ fanevt" Harry Wharton remurked ;
and  his chums assented : though Da
Coxta shook hix head doubtfully.

But Harry Wharton was not vet dome
with his rvival for a fortune. The last
blow was yet to come.

THE END.
(Whatever wou do, chums, don't miss

the coneluding  #tory in this vatltling
fine wcrice af Greyfrines warns: “A

Fri{f?’f-’.\'h‘ AT STAKE!" 1'% the best
yet! i
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YOUR CHUMS WOULD BE TICKLED TC DEATH BY THE AMUSING AND AMAZING ADVENTURES OF JACK JOLLY!

15

Thus, Jack Jolly, late kap-

Jinel’s hart beat faster s Lo ilras tiear

with interest.  * Well, don't o and over-

14
i . 1 | x H_H._mm,?. the gkool, TFoasil hawlol AMe [adab at joperafiy, and T ones gol a meodat
: Nollidpe over to Bindding, (ho paes, who | Gor hiatory ! "
L OTTEN ! " ) @ ledl the way o Dre. Birchemudl's stn Ly, “Ind you really 1" anid (lie Head

tin of the Iourth Form at
St, Bam's.

Our hero was tremping along the lane
leauling from 8t. Sam's to Muggleton.
Above him the sun shone merrily from
vt of & cloudless sky., Around him
the trees ruesled, and the birds twittered
sheerily, Nature waa in its happiest mood.

Jack Jolly's mwood, however, woas the
reverse of happy. He was leaving the
ekool where he lad spent the happiest
days of his life—and he wus Jeayving it
in disgrace ! .

If anybody had told Jack Jolly at vising-
bell that morning, that before dinner-
time he would have been epgspelled, Jack
would have larfed him to skorn.

Neverthelega, (hat was epgsactly whaot
had happened. Dr, Alired Birchemall,
the crool and tirranical headmaster of
St. Sem's, on the Himsy pretext that
Jack had been pulling his skollerly leg,
had given our hero the Order of 1the DBoot.
And now Jack Jolly, fallen from his high
estate as kaptin of the Fourth at o grate
publick skool, was on his way to Muggleton
Ntation, on root for Home Sweet Home.

Boughed down with sorrow, shaken
with sobs that he did not even try to
voneeal, our hero walked along the lene.
But hope had not altogether departed
from him yet. Even aos he sobbed snd
groaned, a cheery grin still illewminated
lus countenance,

" Eggscuge me, young man——

Jack Jolly locked up with a start.
He had just reached the Muggleton High
Strest when hig gloomy thoughts wero
intrupted by that apolojettick phraze,

' Can you tell me the way to St. Sam's 17
nched the stranpger.

Jack Jolly looked at his questioner
with grate interest. He waa an under-
vized, seedy-looking young man, with o
hangry eggspression on  his dile. Iiis
hoots were worn to rags, and the only
part left of his hat, was the brim. How-
wver, from the foet that his c¢lothes,
though eggstremely ald, were neatly
patched, Jack Jolly judged that he came
lrom honest, though poor, parents,

"I sertainly can tell you the way to
Et, Sam's | " eaid Jrek, with o bitter larf
* As a matter of fact, I have just come
from that very plaice myveelf ! "

“You don't say so!" ejakulated the
riranger, looking interested Irimself.
“Well now, ain’t that funny t DI'm tho
new master |

" The—the new master ! "' ekkoed Jock
in  serprize, ‘' Then you're taking ilhe
Fourth while Mr. Lickham is nway!™

“Eggeactly ! They've just =ent me
vlong from the Lahour Exehange, aud I
vnderstend that 1 shall be taking the

Faurth, But what do you know about

i, young shaver 1"

Jack Jolly did not answer {he new
master's question for & minnit. Ho was
too busy with his own thoughts just then,

I"or as soon a3 he heavd that the stranger

waa Mr. Lickham’s depuly, nn idea had
vntered his brainbox—an idea so darin
rid original, that it almost took his breth
RWAY.

Nobody at St, Sam’s knew what awt
vf & wmaster tho Lebour Exchange was
eoneling along, to take Mr. Lickhanis
plaice. Not even Dro Birchemall knew
whether the neweomer would be young,
rid, thin, fat, tall, short, doark, or fair,
Hopposing this gentleman, for some reason,
did not turn up ?  Supposing Jack Jolly

Limself, disguised in a sewtable manncr,

wont along instad ! Nobody wonld kuow

that there was anything wrong !

Qur hero's eycs began to gleom with
vegsitement, 1f only he could get back
io St. Sam's as master of the Fourth,
he would soon find a way of petting the
Illead under hiz tlhiumb, so that he could

LE

DCK Youy's Ausz,

e
AT

orce him to
cancel the
crool sentenco
that he had
passed on ths cap-
tain of the Fourth,
It was well-known .
that Dr. Birchemall made an invoriable
practiss of borrowing money from new
mnaters bafore they get to lknow Lin.
With a capital of half-a-crown, thought
Jack, he might easily get the Hendl's
gignature to an LOU., and win back
his plaico at St. Sam's |

The only problem was how to get the
real new master out of the way, Juck
Jolly turned his pttention te this.

“Bo you are the new master!’ he

fietting the sack from St. San’s docsue™ wory Jack Jolty aug, for to seencr ix he eleay of the

sehool {lune he strilies a braimeace jor geltingdack,
caral and jowelled in cecrvy movenwent !

# Oh, erikey 17

“And, finally, they are
hrootally  ill-trested by the
fecreo and tirranical Head, Dr.
Birehemall |V eonclooded Jacl.
“{M course, sir, I haven't told
vl everything !

"M—mygitddy aunt!”
gasped the now master, * But
von've told me gquite enuff, my lad !
li that's whot St. Sam’'s is like, then
' very thankful 1 didn't get there.”
“ Then you're not going to take up the
appointment "' nsked Jack oggsitedly.

Aud the brainivace is first class, cighiicea

pekew ligr, for altlio it looked old, it al o
loked young ab tho saie time, A hevvy
ranstarsh ol heetlhing evebrows adorned
it, giving it the appesrance of o Guy
Fawx nask, more than anything olso.
This strange ecreeturs, woa attired in a
b clweek sewt, brown hoots and apats,
raul an opera hoat. Altoeether, he pre-
senlond a vory epgstroarilinary appeerance,
" Mo heve ! pepeeted Fossil, ' Look
"era, my man, waot | savy 4 this ‘ero
¥You bmzzg off | Comedigns ain't allowed

1 g e skoal | Y
" omedon 0 How alare you refer Lo
1 w9 B comedian,

remnarked, sucvaying tho secdy-looking
jentleman with a crittienl eye. ™ Well,
gll I can say is, hevvan help you when
you get to St. Sam's "

“What’as that 7 ssked the stranger
with a start.

“ o you meen Lo say that you, at your
time of [ife, heven't heard what & hormble
time the masters have up et the skool 77
eried Jack Jolly incredewlously.

“ Blowed if I have!" nnswered the
new master in serprize. ‘‘1've been out
of work for sovveral years, and I thought
I was on o good ege when they offered
me this here job."”

“You'd better have annuther think,
then ! * said Jack Jolly, * Let me tell
:ou this, sir. The horrors of life at St
wm_.n.m_ for the masters, are beyowl des.
cription. They toil from early morn il
midnita, or even after, .Pwpwﬂ iram taking
classes gll day long, they bave to perfoym
housowork 4

“ Housework " gasped the new master.

“ Sertainly ' Serubbing  floors, and
cleaning windows, et setera, you know,
'Then they do all the cooking L

“ C.cooking ? " stuttered  the seedy
jentleman.

* Rather ! And the gardening— —"

* Gardening?

“ And plumbing and decorating. Apart

froxn that, they take it in turns to clean

the boys' hboots. Three hundred pairs
a nite, there are ! Oh, and I forgot the
wishing—--"

*AWowaw-waslung 1

“Oh, rather! Three or lour hours ot
the wesh-tub every nite, yon know, s !
As to the conditions they vo kept in, L'l
spare yon the drediul details,  Bus i
may intorest you to know thev they slecp
in the dog-kennels A

“Lrrate pip 1"

“And they are proctically starved—a
cupple of docnute every day is all the tood

L
<4

Tne Maaser Liprary.—No, 1,066,

you ingignifficant
pop T osaid the new-
comrer. Mt My namo is
M Nolhideo, and 1
o the new master !
Kinelly condugt g

i De. Birehemall at
onven b Y

"My Leyo! Wot ]
RyH b3 this 'ere : I'm
sorry, e ! Y pasped
Forsil, " Foller me,
sip P

Jack Jolly—dnr My,
Nollidge, of ecourae,
was none other than
he —orinned, pa e
followed the old skonl
porter, 1f Fossil

" Sertniudy not ! T ses there's & noliss :
" Boy YWanted,' outside that grocer’s shop
over the road. I'm going {o have a try
for that insted. Ta-tw, young shaver !
And thanks for warning ma ! "

“It’s ooplezzure Y grinned Jack Jolly.
“ Clhioerio, sie !l "

When the stranger had disappeared
into the groeer’s shop, the eggspellel
junior did » Charleston on the pavement,
in his delite, Hig toetix had suxxesdsd
beyond all  eggspoctations. The uew
master had fallen for his story like o
lamh,

Now ecamo the next part of Juck's
progromm—idisguising himsell so {hat all
traces of Jack Jolly shiould ba ahlitterated,
snd a more elderly and learned-looking
inclividual take his plaice.

srinning all over his dile, Jaclk Jolly
hurried down the ILigh Street to the littlo
cliop where Ikey JMoses combined the
bizness of costewmier with thet of money-
lender, frewterer, snd other things.

e

IL

i, oY heya!l"
DAl Fossil, the aged porter at
B St Bam's, gasped,

Sixty years or g0 ab a frato
publick skool Lad aecustomed Fosal to
a poocd many strange sights. Buot the
eppstrnordingry individusl who had just
witlked throo the gates drew an eggspres-
siom of gorprize even from Fosail,

The individusl in question was appar.
ently & middle-aged man, altho as o matior
of fact, he was no taller than n Fourth

they zet M

Form junior. His dile was somewhat

trafo hia disguise,

then uobody else
wonld !

_ T oy

— coulidn’t penny-

g : .m_

= t

” .h. ..._.._

walked

acrosa the

- gquad to-

- wards the
Akoul Houge.
Morming  lessons
wera over  and
Fags were play-

-

Fa s
] —
-

the plaiza was erowded,
g markles, the mors stetely  Sixth
Formers weva  playing  leap-frogg  on
the Sixvili Form green, and the imasters
wore 1amdanlping in s dipnified round of
hopeeoteh in Masters' Hopscoteh Conrd,
Vonschwently, 3Iv.  Nollidee was  the
minnosure of 21l eves as he walked in Fossil's
wako.

But nobody recopnized the somewlial
cxsontrie, tho giollerly-looking neweomer,
ag Jack Jelly, the cogepelled kaptin of the
Wourth,

Even JMerry and Bright, Joliy’s hosom
pde, 1carly staved curiously, as they
wistehied the stronger enter the HMovse,
Bt dpesaning that Le wes their old leader,

the drodded sanktom wlich held s many
painful memories for him, Been tho the
rest of the slool hiadn't viom™a 0l bim, s
coatldn’t help fearing that the a3 rat-
like cyes would dissover his teon idontity,
“Come in, fathead ! velled a dignifi «l
voiee from within the H v 1’3 stally, in
response to Binding's rap on the Jdoor,

The page opened the door, and scrowing
np all his curridge, Jack Jolly hoppad in,
to find himself in the majestick prezzonce
of Dr. Alfred Idirehemall.

" Good-morning, siv ! " said Jaek, with
a courlly bhough., * Nums of Nollideo,
I'm the new temporary master.”

“laood epg! I've been eopospecting
you ! spid D, Birchemall, with asattis-
fnetion. " Buzz off, Bidmr! O, to
pub it in tho verngeular, you may go !

*Bertuinly, a1V prinned  Binding,
hizzange off. .

" Now, Mr. Nollidge, squaity-voo, and
mnko yourself ab home,” sind the Head
cordially, 8o wyou're e nmun  the
Labour Exchange sent slong, eh 1"

Y Egesactly |7 mermersd Juclk, begin-
ning to breathe freely apain, as  he
percneved  that there was uo sign of
rocognition in the Hoad's dile.

" Wall, if you'll egeecuse my saying so,
von don't loak much like a master,”’ said
D, Birchemill, with n glance ot Jack
Jolly's cheek sewt andd opora hat, ™ You're
pgure  you haven't made a mistake, ]
auppose 1"

“Oh, nno, sir! Don't take any notiass
of my eclobber, sir.  It's the bect Ikey
Moaos could rake up o

" lkey Moses ¥V ekkoed the Hoadd,
ataring.

" I—I menn, theso ave just somo old
toge I'm wearing out ! ™ sail Jack hastily.

CUh, T see!"” mormered the Hoad,
rather dewbiously, * However, as you
are hero for only n fortnite, 1 suppose it
makes na odds, Now Mr. Nollidge, 1
don't know whether wyou've had any
eggsperience in the teaclnng ling before—"'

" Ok, lots, sir! ™ said Jack cheerfully,

“You nre familisr, I trust, with the
most up-to.date methods of torcher—the
twisting of arms, amnd the pulling of ears,
and the tweaking of noses, in nddition
to tho use of the cane, and the bireh 7V

“1 have had =& vast eggsperience of
all those methods, sir!" replied Japk
Jolly, fealingly.,

“Well, that’s the mane thing, any-
.Em_w. ! said the Fead, with o nod, ' As
to lessons—well, I supposn you're prepared
with some kind of gufl to rom into the
wooden noddles of the boyas in your

chargo ¥ Any old thing will de, of
coursa |
“Don't worry about that, sivr! I'm a

o i, of coursa. I don't believe in erami-
ming yvoungsters’ hoads with ton much
nollidze. A littla nollidge, and plenty of
thrashings—that's my method !

“And an eggsellent methiod, too!"
agrond Jack, tho inwardly ho was longing
to chuck tho inkpot at the dile of the hawd-
harted old head of St Sam's.

" Ag to wages,'"' apid thoe Hewd, with a
cunning look at the temporary master,
"' I presoom that ag you get your hoard
aivl keep, you wor't eggspect onything
much in thoe way of spondulicks.  Suppose
wa Bny sixpence a4 weck pocket-money T
That'll make it n bob for your fortnite's
ongaremcnt, '’

" Oh erumbs ! * mermered Jack, " But
[ always understood that the masters at
i rrate askool like 8t. Sam's received
(uite hondsoma reranonoration—mneyer leas
than half-a-crown s week and all found.”™

" Tut-tut ! You have evvidenily bean
reading newspapor feiry toles,” said Dr,
Birchemall, with an impatient jesture,
"1 van agsurs you that no mnster hove
geta such o fabewlous sallery as that, Mr.
Nollidgo, I’oase liamiss such false idoas
from your head.”

" Waell, if that's the case, T suppose I'd
hettor axxept your terma, air,' said Juck
Jolly, tho he knew wvery well that Dr.
Birchemall was going to poeket somos of
the Guvverners’ money out of the trans-
action.  ** I'll tuke tho job at & tanner o
woek then,"

“"Done ! saud the Tead. * You will
start your dooties at once, then, Mr.
Nollidge, aml your sallery will be paid to
vou, subjoct to good conduct and hard
work, at the and of the fortnite.”

“Thanks very mueh ! " grinned Jack
Jaolly.

‘* Now, as to the Form you are to take,
I should like to warn you that the Fourth
ard n pretty tuff lot of nuts to crack!"
continewed Dr. Birchemall. " Only this

morning they had the dashed nerve to
make a fool of me ! ™

" Impossible, s&ir!"
Jolly.

*What 2

“ Impnssible ! They eouldn't very wall
make you what you already were, could
they t "' asked Jack, with an eppspression
of child-like innosense on his disguised dile.

Dr. Birchemall stared hard at the new
masater,

“1f I thought you were trying to be
funny " he began.

* Funny, sir ¥ " repoeted Jack, in well-
fained tones of serprize.

*“1'd give you a dot on the hoko—and
without the option! " finished thoe Head,
seveerly. " However, you look innosent
cnuff, 8o I'll let it pass this time,"”

(Continued on prye 29.)
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With arms linked, and grinning all over their diles, Dr. Birchemall and the
persudo master dessendad tothe dining-hall,



