35,Westholm,
Londen,N W, 1T,
Jan,10,1945,

Dear Mr Gander
Many thenks fer your letter eof Dec,5,encloning copies

of the 8 F,C, ,which I was very glad to see, It wes quite interesting

to read my little article in your peper: &ndl was interested, toe,in the
article ap hamilton Edwerds,whom I knew well in the old days, le hag =

very honouratle mention in my Autobiegraphy,

PIE may not find its way mcross the Atlantic diring the

Wer espacielly as it sells so Quickly thet the issues are very soon out

of prinmt; But I put in et once fer a cepy of CHRISTMAS PIX to send %o
you,énd I enclese it herewith: you will find 'Frank Bichards' &nd
"Carcroft' on Page 51, In & short story there is net much room for thaet
prolific¢ suthor to move; but it is,at least,a seamplke of what is to come,
when paper is once more available, Tuere will be &nother "Gerer oft”
stbryfd in 'SPRING PIE".

Frank Bichimrds's latest activity is the production of cross~-

ward puzzles in Latin which really is &n unique idea,end ought,l think,toe
interest many reamders, But the mest difficult tssk in the world is te
induce &n editor te teke & single step off the beaten treck, Howaver I

novw have an @nugually intelligent editor mt least looking at a apecimen,
a?d shall hope fer the best till I hear the worst, I well remember that
when 'Billy Bunter' first cume to life in my fertile brein,l effered him teo
&n editer for whom I wrote a great deal at that timeyand the wise man "digd
not see much in him" =e~and Peor Bugter haed te ébe put inte cold gtorage for
geverdl years--~till the "Magnet” came aleng, I reelly think that the svent

Proved thet thae author's Jucgment,in that case,was rather batter than the



aditer's, Bunter lasted for thirty=-three years &fter he had oneégot inte
print, . 80,1 ghall hepe that Frank Kichards will get away with his
Latin'cress-wérds_ fdetually 1l hed one published many yetra sgo,in a peper
ealled "Modern Boy": &nd the interest it excited amony the readers was
quite unexpected mmmWinwmen i enisimpeys-~-not by me,for I was sure that

it would interest meny &8s was demonstried by the correspondence thet poured
in: Odd ly enough ,it caused mpre inteqﬁ% than & French cross-word I had
published emsrlier, 1 am now trying to persuade an editor to publish =

set of cress-word puzzles,in Latin,French,Spanish and Italian; which surely
augh&to "go“"®s it has never been dome befors: but alas! the fact that a
thing h&s never hsen donébefore,c&uses the averege editor to develepe
characieristics remarkably resembling thess of a mule, But ag I em now

in teuchwith an unusuelly intelligent specimen,one is permitied to he pe,
like the young men in the Victorian novels,

By the way,in turning out lumber in search of saulvage ,Ihﬁva
lately come upon some copies of & song I had published abwt fertfyears
ago, It is a foetball sung,celled "On the Ball”, If you would be int erested
in the metricel performances of Frank Bichards,let me knbw,and I will
send along & copy, 1 used te write a great deal of verse in my younger
doys,and there nmust be sny amountof it "scatteréd far and wide,by mount
and stream &nd sea' ---now 2ll gone inte the Ewigkeit,which perhaps is the
best plape for it, Indeed I am still writing verse,and have letely
completod the "beok” of a musicedy comedy: but are the thestrical managérs
jumping &1 itl Not se's you'd notice it ms the Rio Kid used to say, They
heve ne more jump inthem than the Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,
after Smiley's friend poured the shot into it

Withk kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

: . °
érank Ri ch&rds) ’ %
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