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wilere 18 one Casaontial diiierences
between his inventions and those of Herbert
Skimpole.  Glyn's work., Skimpole's never
] i
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The weedy genius of the Shell, with his
massive brain full of impracticable ideas,
has been responsible for many weird and
wonderful contraptions: but as thev all

- -

refused to perform any of the wonders which
their inventor expected of them, it would be
useless to deseribe them here.

The Line Machine.

He end study in the Shell passage at St.
Jim's 13 justly famous, for that celebra-

ted apartment has been the birthplace of most
of Glyn's inventions. And though his study-
mates may ramp and rave at the unholy smells
that accompany some of the Lancashire lad’s
labours, or at finding themselves shut out of
their study when he is specially busy, they
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From the brain of Bernard
Glyn, the schoolboy in-
ventor of St. Jim's, have
emanated many ingenious
inventions—with amazing

and amusing results. By

special request some of
1 those inventions are
H described in the accom-
1 panying article.

arin and bear it or, at least, they hz}w_tu
bear it, and they generally end by grinning
as well.

They know that something does come out
of all Glyn's work, and something worth
while, too,

What schoolboy, for instance, would not
have welcomed Glyn's line machine 7 A
contrivance that made tho gv“iltg of lines a
matter of no importance was not likely to
lie idle at St. Jim's, and it received a heartier
welcomo than all the rest of his inventions
put together, All it wanted was one line of
original writing, which it reproduced until
further orders, The juniors made the most of
it. and for a time lines fell as thick as the
leaves in  Vallambrosa,  They cheerfully
collected them in every possible way—lines by
the score, the hundred, and the thousand,
and had them doubled, trebled, and even
quadrupled without a murmur. The expression
on the faces of the masters and prefects when
stack upon stack of irreproachable lines
poured in from all sides was, according to
Monty Lowther, worth a guinea a box.

But it was really too good to last. The
machine fell into the hands of Gordon Gay
& Co., the enterprising youths from Rylcombe
Grammar School, and it was but a short time
that the Shell and Fourth revelled in the
knowledge that lines were no longer hard lines

for them.
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The Mechanical Bowler.

'!'HER there was the mechanica! bowler.
otherwisea Glvn's Patent Automatie

Magazine Bowling Machine. It was in the
form of a tripod with the legs weighted down.
Irom the top projected a dise with six armg,
and there was a handle fe- winding and a
lever for starting. A sloping board, narrowing
to a slot. and containing o supply of cricket
balls, was fixed to it in such o way that as fasi
as cach arm reached the slot a ball was ready.

This dangerous-looking invention did not
belie 1ts appearance, and during his first
experiments with 1t in his study Glyn smashed
everything smashable. Later, secking fresh
fields and pastures new, the machine started
suddenly and unexpectedly and  wrought
havoe with practically evary window in the
neighbourhood of the quadrangle., It wen;

Mr. Linton started in with the cane, and he was aghast
as the figure of Skimpole 1. fell to the floor with a crash.

wrong again when Arthur Augustus D’Arcy
was bold enough to f_am 1t at the wicket, and
<ricket balls fairly rained upon the unfortunate
Gussy. But these accidents were c:nly due
to minor defects, which, under }:1}'11 s skilful
hands, were soon overcome. The finished,
tested, and guaranteed article, so to speak,

worked perfectly, even Arthur Augusins
agreeing t}mt 1t was ” ¢ ght, and as such
an Ioveniion was ouvic LS OI Value, ".“'n: 1] Liovid
it patented.

Skimpole the Second —

BT.TT of all Glyn’s inventions, perhaps the one

in which he took the most pride waa
Skimpole the Second. It wasa really wonder: 1
piece of work—an exact rteproducts of
Herbert Skimpole that blinked its eves and
moved 1ts mouth. It was sufficiently hichke
to take in Mr. Linton, at all events.

One day, both busy with inventiong, and
tan -'L]'.-ii'I'I“'i o I"f‘: ) g about 1‘1-'; SCS. l:‘l-h'l
and Skimpole were absent from the I
room, and the master of the Shell went in
heard Lim coming and slipped into the cup-
board in which he usualiy kept the figure
The irate master toock Skimpole 11, for the
original Skimmy, and was amazed and
wrathful when Skimpole apparently refused
to reply to his angry questions. He started in
with the cane. a: cure fell with a crasl
Mr. Linton was aghast ; he feared that he had
done the harmless Skimmy some njury. lae
heart of the prosirate figure did not beat—
Glvn’s cenius had stopped short at providing a
lil‘.iﬂ —and the ].*l..f:lm: INAsSierT ".'1'.!!1*.11 oll

{o 11"‘11 :h-'- ]It | { 1l AW 10 1};..‘.‘. 5“1:31? oL
[I. had vanished by the t

and scudded off to the Form-room. When

" - ] b 1
Mr. Linton ana Dr. H. made then
appearance there a few minutes later the

bewildered waster
{0 8o Shiﬂl]'ﬁ'\]lh ‘."im ].nl returned 10 wiie
Form-room the moment after Mr. Linton
hﬂd ll.‘“- iI. l‘.l.]lu]}‘ :iHiI.jf 111 his 1-] VCO. 118
first thought was that Skimpole had played a
trick on him, but when the rest of the Shell
could prove the junior's alibi, e was dazed,
Was 1t l‘u“irmihlﬂ that 1t had all been a siranao
hallucination 2 he wondered.  Glvn looked
at the white-faced Form-master and felt
that he could not keep back his share mn the
matter. Mr. Linton's relief at the confession
was too great for him to feel angry, and to
Glyn’s surprise it did not earn him the ternac
licking he had expected.

That was not the end of Skimpole II.
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[t was substituted for the real
~ inole. who i been sen-
¢ 1 to detent v Herr
N r. The German master
3 ved the trick -
: o n & -
Holmes, Mea: le, the higur
- s |
S prot
b " '.' -
[ 1l 1 | t
r | Herr ¢ i
‘ i'. - "
. .
§ ! r ~at aa
Herr S t man
] nt e Peer sooo e steeK a pin In SKimpole’s arm, and received a crack
> ; oaf e oot nwowaich o nearly sent his teeth through the back of his head,
oy sonmid 4
¢ \ tod e fally stadied the working of the figure, and he
N Mein ' hod rehicarsed aita apecch till he could have saud
' r - ot backwards, if necessary,  Hia disquizse was
| ) < ofa soperfect that Glyn and the rest of the School
1 the s House junmora were completely taken in, To
' | ey N them it seemed ag if SKimpole T had suddenly
\ . [he t ar I developed a will of ita own, and m some
. o the head with a fixad . uncanny way wad able to talk without being
['her » spring to | thoe « 1 started, walk down o [heht of stairs, and turn
by simply touching a but st back of  round when and where 1t hked. Had the
the head the Sours reclod oF & sooooh that figure, like the Greek statue of old, been made
| juite worthy of the or oGivn'slatest =0 hifelike that it had come to Life ¢ Even
HNProy ¢t mads N v Iooand I g0 when the automaton sent Glyn flying with a
aliion that it wos ol tmneabls ta tell right-hander under the chin they had no
them apart.  And f to matters  suspicion of the real truth, and it was not
worse, Skimpole 1L avpeared on the scene. until they had followed 1t to Tom Merry s
study, just in time to see it raiding the cup-
And the Third ! board, that it dawned upon them, There was a
“1ue thind Smpols was not another  rush for the pseudo-Skimpole, and during the
mvention, but Goorge Franels Kerr, next few whirlwind minutes the stunning

that past-master of impersonation. Figgins &
Co. had been 1znominiously routed in their
attempt to capture Skimpole II. from their
rivals of the School House, and they were
determined to have their revenge. There was
not much fear of detection ; Kerr had care-

THE
(

wheeze lost some of ita first attractiveness for
the japer of the New House. But Tom Merry
& Co. had been dished, diddled and done, and it
was & long time before they were allowed to
forget the remarkable adventures of the three
Skimpoles.

END
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. Richards, in his s?lcndid storics, has described many scenes and places around Greyfriars. Here the
Frafg‘LIDAY ANNUAL " artist has brought his imagination—and his pecn—to bear on a few of them
for the bencfit of recaders.

( & )



	IMG_2025_12_22_14_03_33R
	IMG_2025_12_22_14_04_50L
	IMG_2025_12_22_14_04_50R
	IMG_2025_12_22_14_04_56L

