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Gunten and Koller watched Lim  apprelien-
nively, and, as Bob stepped towards them, they

made n sudden rush to escape,

Frank and Beauclere colluved them promptly.

“Stick 'emn on Lhe trail 1" said Bob.

The two SBwiss, quivering with apprehiension.
were flupg face down on the trail and held there
Then Bob Lawless got to work with the tratl
rope.

Gunten and Keller yelled wildly
rope deseended on them w turns,

Bob Lawless was unpartisl.  He gave thein
cgual punishient, and he lawd it on ull his stoyt
nrm was aching.

By that time, however, Gunten and Keller were
aching a gootl deal moroe than Boli's arm, and
theiv wild yells had died away into gasping and
groauing

“1 guess that will de!™ panted Bobi nt last

“You'd hetter think twice before you siart hoss-

as Ui .I.\!.Ir-il

stenling again, yvou pesky unnhu' Now light
oul before I give you some more !’
Gunten ond Keller staggered to their feer. As

Bob made a threatening gesture with the trail-

rope llll_' stavted, and went ]IIll;lmg away down

the teail, still groaning. With all their cunning,
the two Swigs had not escaped the walk to the
camp, after all.

“Now [ reckon we've got to round np the other
hosses,” said Bobh Lawless. “T reckon we s=hall
find themy on the trail somewhere, You'll have
to ride dmll-lc with the Clierub, Frankg., T'm the
heaviest,”

The three schoolboss mounted the two ponies
and started in the divection whence Gunten and
ixeller had come.

Yeu Chin's pony and Chouke's little far steed
were sighted a shor distapee up the teail angd
<00l rounded ||| Cunten had brought them o
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geod distance from tlie camp in the hills hefore
letting them loose, but in that he had uncon-
sciously played into the hands of the Cedar Creek
fellows,

But Beanelerd's black horse, Demon, was net to
he seen. ‘T'ill noon the three chums hunted for
himy, but without success, and at last they took
tleir wae up the mountain paths to the camp.

“1 gues: we'll find the eritter later, Cherub,”
suid Dol lt!lllrtllliligl_\

Chunky Todgers came to
dreew near The camp at lask

“Liot the other eritters?” askoed Chunky.

thain as they

i [‘h'

muet

good ! Demon's come hack.”

“Come back 7" oxclaimed Deauclere.

"Yea: he trotted in on hiz own,” grinned
Chunky. “Gaot a lot of sense, that hovse !  Thera
hic is, Cherub.”

There was a whinny, and the black horse ¢ame
trotting up to greet his master.
Beauclers's face was very bright as he fondled
old

his horse.

*Good ree !” said Bob Lawless, “No
wonder we couhln'l find him on the trails when
he'd come home on his own accord ! You ought
to Liave thought of that, Cherub.”

“I ought !" agreed Beauclere, with a laugh.

“Dinner’s ready,” said Chunky., “I thought
I'd get it ready. T've had wine, mt Tl have
another with you chaps, 1o keep you company.”

*Ha, ha, ha!”

Frank Richards & Co. enjoved that dinmer.
They felt that they had earned it. And two
voung rascals, ]llll;nng wearily on the trail te
Last Chanee, still snarting from Bob's trail- -rope,
wore very far from enjoying themselves.
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