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THE SECRET PASSAGE!

(Continued from page 23.)
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“Bomebody's got my bags!” roared Grundy.

“Turn those Shell rotters out!” bawled
Hervies, “Back up, you men!”

Herries grabbed a water-jug.

“ Look here—" bawled Grundy. “I—

Oooogh 1"

A stream from the jug interrupted Georgo
Alfred Grundy, and le spluttered instead of
bawling.

I'he Fourth Korm were rallying now. Tom
Merry & Co. backed to the door. They realised
that the missing clobber was not, after gll, in the
Fourth Form dormitory. Where it was was a
mystery; but it was not in the possession of
Blake & Co.

“Come on!” said Tom hastily.

And the Shell retreated up the corridor. Ouly
Zrundy, drenched and raging, remained

“Look here, I'm unot going without my
slobber 1" roared Grundy *“I'll jolly well—
Yaroooop !”

There was a sortie from the Fourth Form
dormitory. Grundy got tho benefit of it, Blake
& Co collared Grundy, bumped him on the floor,
and rolled him along the passage, By the time
Grundy escaped, he rather wished that he had
not lingercd.

The exasperated Shell gathered in their dormi-
tory again.

“Chapel bell soon—'

“Where's our clobber?”

“We've got to have our clobber—

“Wha the dickens——"

“Where the thump—"

“Oh, my hat! Here's Railton !”

The buzz died away as Mr. Railton's
face looked 1 at the door

“Merry,” he yapped, “what does this mean?
What do yon meun by draping the banisters
with vour clothes?"

“Wha-a-t 7"

“0Oh gom !

slern

“How dare you play such a foolish trick!”
thundered the Housemaster. “The clothes
belong to this dormitory—I have seen the names
on some of the garments.”

“ We—we—we—"' stuttered Tom Merry.
“We—we missed our clothes, sir—"
“Have—have—have you scen them, sir?”

stammered Manners.

“A large number of garments are on the
banisters!” exclaimed My, Railton. “If you
did not place them there—"

“QOh, nol"

“We've been hunting for our clobber——"

" We—we've just been and—and asked the
Fourth 5
“This is extraordinary1” exclaimed M.

Railton. “Go snd take away your clothes at
once! I shall inquire into this very strictly 1"

The Housemaster sirode away, frowning.

“On the—the banisters!” gasped Tom Merry.
o But “.ho___n

“Let's go and bag them ! said Manners.

The Shell proceeded down the corridor again.
This time they passed the Fourth Form dormi-
tory—greeted by cat-calls from within as they
passed—and went to the landing

There a surprising sight burst on their view.
The curving banisters, down as far as the study
landing, were adorned with all sorts of garments
—{nckets and waistcoats, trousers and shirts,
collars and ties and socks! That uncommon
sight had probably startled Mr. Railton. It
made the Shell fellows Lreathe wrath!

“Well, here's the clobber, at any rate!’
Tom Merry.

And they scudded down the stairs, collecting
clobber—which had to be sorted out when they
got it back to the dormitory. It was rather a
rush that morning for the School House Shell
to gi.-t down before the chapel bell ceased to
ring

said

Railton, as lie had promised, inguired strictly
into that extraordinary episode. But he made
no discovery. Neither did Tom Merry & Co.
It remaoined n mystery—and was likely to remain
one till they discovered Figgins & Co.'s secret.
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