


‘ pete,” of New York, writes:

Uome on, frisk your whiskers!
house—and don’t think the doghouse 1s corny.
tried to pull out some armstrongs once, but I'm
no shalkes at that. Still, I like things barrelhouse,
1 sure appreciate reading your snappy comebacks
—they send me!—but I hate to read an off-time

I play a dog-

jive, " Well, I’ll be mailing you a pictire in a set
of seven brights. Guess you'll blow the top when
vou see itl

Axswer: Your friendly note deciphered—with
Duek Finw's aid—I now take it you mean me to
wwrm up when you say frisk your whiskers. No, I
don't think a doghouse is corny, or old-fashioned,
now-1 know a doglouse 1s a bass fiddle, U'd lay
uff the armstrongs, if I were you. High notes on
the trumpet must be o strain after low grunts
from the doghouse. Glad you like things free and
cusy—harrelhousc—and  delighted to  lhear my
comchaeks “send " you—give you a kick. An off-
time jive is ecrtainly a pain in the neck—
Trimble's weak cecuses are crackevjack off-time
gives. Pl look forward te *quizzing™ your
feutures in o week’s time—though I'm used to all
surts and doubt if I shall be overcome with
cmotion—Ublow the top, I mean, By the way,
prerlez-vous Branenis? If so, do you mind writing
in Freneh ncat time? I's easier!

“Plink Plonk,’” of Shoreham, writes?

You should hear me on the harp—I'm terrific!
I s thinking of writing to the B.B.C, and offer-
ing my scrvices. What do you think they will
sy !

AssweRr: If they've any sense ihey will say they
have veferved the malter to the Harp Department,
higher up, What do you want to learn the harp
for?  Are you capecling to be bumped off any
minule?

D. A. B., of Winchester, writes:

1. Is Tom Merry a Scout?

2. What was Talbot’s batting average last
seuson ?

3. Who is top scorer for the St. Jim's junior
footer eleven {his season ?

4. (Could Gore of the Shell knock you out?

AXSWER:

1. Tom Merry is patrol leader of the Curlew
DPutrol.

2. Talbol's average was 32,35,

3. o date, Tom Merry leads with a “bag ™ of
27 goals.

4 Not if 1 were lookingl
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Jack Bluke's here o answer your letters and
deal with your queries, Write to him ¢fo The
GEM, [Pleetway House, Farringdon Street,
London, E.C.4, Be as candid as you lile—Jack
. Blake likes a plain speaker, being by nature o
John Blunt himself! But keep your letler
SHORT, and enclose if possible a photo of your
self for reproduction on this page. No plhoto:
can be returped and no replies given by post,

‘“ Fighting Fit,”" of Doncaster, writes: N

I am fifteen years of age, 5 feet 6 inches in my
socks, and weigh 8 stone 1 lb. I'm tough. I play
foothball and cricket and box. Step up to the
scales, readers, Anybody like to take me on?

Axswen: You address your challenge to readers
of the GEM, but I must mention there are several
fellows at St. Jim's who play fooler and ericket
und also pack a pretly punch., Some of them
would love to accammodale yrou—but perhaps some
reader would Uike the task of licking you? Seconds
oul——

E. A., of Aylesbury, writes:

My chums and I have been having the fiercest
argument since St. (eorge fought the dragon.
Point ot izsue is: How smooth is a billiard ball?
My chum says under a microscope a billiard ball
shows more bumps in comparison with its size
than the earth does, T say mountains like Everest
must make the old earth look anything but round.
Settle it, please—and squash my chum as flat as
you lile |

ANSWER: Sorry, old-timer, it's you I'm going
to squash flat! You see, it’s a scientific facl that
the carth is “rounder” in comparison with its
gize than a billiard ball. In fact, Mount Fveresl
iz comparatively fat, against the *‘mountains”
on a bitliard ball. Ask the next seienlist youv meel
to let you have a peep at one through a really
powerful microscopel

S. D., of High Wycomho, writes:

I keep several goldfish, and T am always worried
as to whether have the water at the right
temperature for them in the winter. Will the
goldfish die if the temperature falls a few degrees?

ANSWER: No, they won't. Goldfish ecan even
survive being frozen to 300 degrees below zero,
though you sound too kind-leavied to try that on
them!

‘“ Expert,’” of Dunedin, writes:

With what force must I fire a cannon-ball s
that it will penetrate a bale of cotton? That's
penetrated your defence |

ANSWER: Notl this time. It i3 practically impos-
sihle to farce any object through a bale of cotton,
¥t will resist a cannon-ball—that faei lLas been
proven., Shoot again some timel









































































































