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etampeid ot donn, Then they lioisted themselves up, Willy
woing first, and Handforth helping Lim.  This time they
managed to get o nem hold, and they were soon out in the
dinuglity passage.  Handforth was civious 1o see the nature
ol thint envity,

As Willy had said, it was not a cupbeard, but a kind of
labby, with stuirs leading up into the tower. 'They elosed
the door, and, at Willy's suggoestion, they teok a piece of
the brgken wood and jammed it hovd ander the door as they
closed the latter,

“We ean't lock it, but we can muke it secure,” said Willy.
“1F auy of the chaps come along heve, exploving, they'll try
this door, think it locked, and go away. We don’t want
anvbody else falling through that floofing.”

Handforth nodded.

“We don't want anvbody else making dizeoveries, either
e sadd, “ Remember, Willy, not o word, 1'lis is our seevet,
anl we're goig to carry out these investigntions on ony
o, Whe, it might be o Handforth family skeleton !

“11"= o skeleton, anyway.”

Gltoe all we know, those remains downstaive may be the
hones of one of our aneestars,” continued Edwnrd Oswald,
8o weld better ]vil't-i- it to owrselves,and breathe nothing to
a osonl wntil we've opened thie chest—not even to Unele
Cregory,”

They woent off, g i;li::g that it was high time o get some
seep, although, in veality, the hour was not particularly
late, Thoy thonght thar dayn wontld e be apdiy them, but
so mich hnd hagppénel in,n short time that {hey mis-
enlenluted,  Ir was only just about two o'clock, iu point
of fuet.

Willy leil thie way down the passages and corrvidors,

“Lis i thie best of having o good memery,” he said.
S eve only got to turn another corner, and we shall be on
the big landing, Then we can be in bed in two minutes, and
have plenty of sleep before nine.”

“Wall, ' jiggered ! said Handforth.
nearly breakfast-time,”

They were just going to turn an angle when  another
disterbanee eame, and this time from an_  vnexpeeted
quarter.  Somowlere in fheir rear camo o low, fendish
clinekle, They both paused und looked rownd

AW hint—what was that ¥ asked Willy, startled,

e need not have agked. Down ‘the long passage ab the
frr end the moonlight was streaming in,  And there, fully in
the benm, was a figure,  Notlie Lady of the Tower,
howover, not ona of tho St Frank's juniors. This figure

H 1 thought it was

was o mere shape.  Willy went pale with sudden
1I]|[r|‘l-1||- cion.
" Lioo he breathed, “ There's—ilicre’s something——"

gaid Tlandforth

“We'll

“Ol, the whole house is full of ghosts!”
helwoeen s teotl,  “Dy George!” he roavedl.
chnse it!"

Llis exasperation overenme lis nervousness, and lie ran
wadly down the corridor.

Willy, after s moment of hesitation, followed. Amd as he
stavted vunning he heard the great hall clock striking the
her of two,

“oodness " e whisperad fo Tiimself,

tHandforth fonnd  himself engaged in o chase—=for le
spectre was in foll flight, It seomed to zhide down an
adjoining passage, awd then, i front of Handforth's cyoes, it
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grow dim and seemed to disappeay,  Tle found a deorway in
front of him=—a wide.open doorway.

Bit even as lie rushed up the dooy slunmed with o epash
whiclh shook the whole corvidor.  Willy vushied up at the
saie moment,

“1t went through here ! roared Handforth.

1le tore the door open, and went {o rush through. Then,
i the nick of time, he checked himself, elutching at thie
doorpost, . There was no corridor beyond here—bul the optn
air, with a black void beneath his serambling feet!

Lxactly what lay below Handiorth did not know, lfr
could only sce that this door was set in the outside wall,
a gooid distance from the ground. The snow wos beating
juto his foce as he struggled back,

“Oh, Ted,” gasped Willy, “why do you do these things?
I—1 thought you were going that time!”

“PBut that thing went through here!” muitered Iand-
forth, amazed, “It went through, and slammed the door
behind it And, look! There's nothing down there but
undlisturbed enow ! There's not even a scrap of ivy on the
walll Where did it go to? 1'vo never beheved in ghosts
Lbefore, but—"'

“You're sare ihe figure came through here?”

“Cortain!’ Didn’t I nearly blunder after it? asked
Handforth. . _
They stood there, puzzled by this fresh mystery.  Willy,

indeed, was lncking far more worvicd and startled than le
had looked thronghout the whole adventure. Tho moon
came out, and they could seo the snow-covered ground soime
distunce below. And it was obvious that nothing human or
materinl could liave passed that way.

“T¢ bents e 1 muttered Willy anxiously. “Ted, it fairly
beats me |”

They turned aside and Willy closed the door, He was
about to examine the immediate surroundings, when he
etarted,

“ Listen 1” lLie said softly.

In i(he distanee, and apparvently from downstaivs, {hey
could henr heavy footfalls, and then voices. Presently ther
was another voice—one that rose loudly above the others,

“Unele Gregory I yelled Willy,

“What?" gasped lis major.

“(oma on, Ted 17 said the Third Former. “Good egg!”

e raced back towards the landing and fairly flew to the
hend of the staircase, Handforth was ot at his heels, and
at the same moment  Nipper and  Reggie Pitt and
goveral others came running ont.

Downstnira the hall was blazing with light—powerful
lamips of the petvol-vapour fxpe were being held aloft by
soveral men. They were all weaving heavy overcouls. and
two or three of them were obviously chauffeurs or grooms.

“Ilev, boys!” bellowed o voice which sounded like the
Lilast from. a megaphone.  “ Now then, Fdwavd! Come
along, Willyt Where ave you. my lads ¢ , AL!” he added,
witlt anothir blast, as he looked upstaivs. *So there you
are, ch®”

(Read all about the surprising developnient in nexl
weel’s grand chaptevs.  Ask for the GEM on Mowtay,
December 2108h.)

BILLIARD TABLES

Torfeot -Reproduction . Full-siye Tables, Leather Covered
Pockets, Bubber Cushions, adjustable Foet. - Complete with
2 Cucs, 9 Dalls, Marking Board, llulm‘;m-l Nllm s

Monthly

—_— Blze Deposlt. payments, Canh,
ey Fie 2lue. A 1t Blos, . Bis a/- 18/-
Aft,'8lns. 3¢ M1 - 5/« 6/9 24/

aft; 2ins, % 216 2ins, .. B6/- 7l- 28/8

att. Biny, X 2. Sins w0 8/« asle

§it. 2ine, X Btt. Blow, .. w10/ 10/9 e

© Git. dius, % 8ft, Dins, . .. w10/« 18/- 70/

P Senll for Complele Liat, Post Free.
s CGEORGE CROSE, s W BRIDGE STREET,
LONDON, E.C.4.

FUW L, 3lian, 1] T, H:, age 16) i -
INCREASED 170, UE o i s 51 101 Won ystom m

is Genuine. Enrel and Watch Yourself Grow! Feo £2 24,
Partioulars 24, stamp.—P, RO8S, Helght Spcelnbist, Bearborough,

507 STAMPS FREE ! BRI aiShicth iz

age: - request- approvals, (A broil

€l 1.0.)—A. BASTICK, 22, BANKSIDE RD., BOURNEMOUTAH.
Readers of “The Gem ™ Who are traublod abol
Helght, Physloue. or (Qeneral  Health lll:}{lltl_’\\-r}lr‘h;‘]‘:

BE BIG B iy two FREE lustrated books. enclosing 24, stamp,—

P, CARNE, RHIWEBINA, CARDIFF, 8.W
Cure yoursel

= T
lors Free—~FRANK B, H
STAMMERING! 755z iani 5osew

LONDON, W.0.1,

Priuted in Grent Hrilaln and pnhilpiﬁ-d-(i'n\-'{:!\\'rll\irirl:n‘ 1:;-'111.‘-‘ Proprietors, Tho Amalgamated Pross, Ll The Flechway Moase; Farringdon Sireet,

London, ¥.C.4. Advertisowent offices ; The Pleotway Hou
Tost, Subseription ratos: Tuland and Abréad, 1ls, per
Qordon & Cotel. Lid., awd for South Afrien; Contral Nuvws Agency,

LY

don Streot, London, FE.C. i
for wlx months, " Bole  Agemia for Ausirilia and ‘.\‘crt‘u:ﬂ:nul: )I’f,s‘r.

%, 6d.
Ltd,—Saturday, Deccinber 220d, 1934,

}l--gislrmu{ for transmission Ly Cavadian -Magazing



