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It was cnough., Nipper snapped the leash free, and
Woli, with a mighty bay, bounded forward, He went
lopm{; towards the Devil's Mire, and at the sound of his
bay the priests of Tanz stared in sudden astonishment,

Ta thom, the spectacle was, no doubt, terrifying. They
gaw & creature like u ghost hound bounding out of the

og.

g\’lld shouts arpse on the night air, for the yellow men,
superstitious to the core. could not understand this sudden
apparition. They took it to be & very spectre of the night,
and with one. aceord they fung their torches down and fled
across the moor, the fog swallowing them up on the instant,
The torches lay where they had fallen, mtil? blazing.

“Wolf—Wolf 1" shouted McClure urgently.

In that instant hope came to him. Wolf would not have
stayed but for that call; he was hurtling after the priests,
ferociously intent upon bringing one of them down. But
at Mac's call the great hound swerved and turned. The
light from the dropped torches revealed Mae to him—
sunken to his nrlu{:ils in the mire.

“This way, Wolf1” gasped McClure. * Good dog!

1t soomed that Wolf possessed almost linman intelligence ;
with three mighty bounds he went from grass tuft to grass
wit and half plinging into the bog, he set his great teoth
into the back of McClure's coat, which he could just reach,
and drugged havd,

Then Nipper and the others came, now openly using their
eleotric torches. Ivery step they tovk was perilous, but
they did not hesitate; they sprang over the yulvering

round, avoidiug the worst” danger spots. And thus, at
ast, they reached Wolf, and willing hands reached out,
soized McClure by the shoulders, and dreagged him from
the gurgling, sucking nire.

The priests of Taanz did not return,
mn{:!u‘d the moorland road again, and they went
doyble towards St. Frank's—the very cxercise
sufligiont to set Mac into o warm glow.

“] thought it was nll up with me, you chaps,” e said,
for the sixth time, *“But I'm mighty grateful to you all
and Wolf. But where's Handy and Churchy "

“4They're safe, but those yellow blighters pu them to
sleep,” explained Nipper. *Good old Mae! You kept
s tiff upper lip to the very end, Well, you've No
and as far as youw're concerned, it's all over.”

“And vou're No. 10," said MeClure impressively. “Thoe
last one "

(What acill Nipper's ordeal be See ¥ THE SCARARB
OF DREAD ! V"—next weelt's greal yarn.)
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“Ii's true, I tell you. Sir Richard's letter to Captain Crane
contains instructions to take us with him to the West Coast
of Afriea. It was Sir Richard’s wish and the Head's.
1 suppose you want to go—eh!?”

“Well, rather!"”

“Tai Jove! Yaas! But—but this is a gweat surpwise "

“Sir Richard must have arrasged this with the Head, of
course,” snid Tom Merry. * What a glorious run for us!
Wa've been to America, but Africa—why, it's great!”

“RBut we shall want somo clothes and things for tropical
climates,” said Blake.

“Captain Crane is going to send on board a lot of things
for us,” said Tom Merry cheerfully.

“Bai Jove! I nevah 1l|nu[7rla: of that I'* exclaimed Arthur
Augustus rather excitedly, "1 weally must go ashore and
L\u%- some clobbah, deah boys."”

“If you go nshore, my son, you go a
the voyage,” said Tom Merry.

“Wats! I shall put it stwaight to Captain Cwane when
he comes on board.”

Arthur Augustus did put it straight to Captain Crane
when he came on hoard. 'The captain was rasping out
orders, however, and unfortunately did not hear a word
ihat Arthur Augustus was saying, By the time he listéned
to tho swell of St. Jim's, the Opossum was well under way
and gliding out to sen. And so Arthur Augustus had to
make do with the clothes he had.

The juniors, in high spirits, watched the foam curling
away behind the steamer in tho deepening sunset, All of
them looked forward to the voyage in wonderful spirits,
and they little dreamed the sensation their sudden departure
would causo at St. Jim’s, As the Opossum glided on and
the shadows of night sank upon the sea, 8t. Jim's seemed
very far nway ilu.ruml. and uh the thoughts of Tom Merry
& Co. were turned towards Africa.

THE END

(Next Wednesday :  THE ST. JIM'S EXPLORERS I'"—
telling of the thrilling adventures of Tom Merry & Co.
in wildest Africa.)
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