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“¢SKID’ KENNEDY—
SPEED KING!”

(Con‘inued from page 26.)
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noticed that Carnaby was trying to be friendly, They won-
dered why, but they disco_verr:ﬁ that he was interested in
the silver machine, He wanted to know all about it—what
speed it would do, if they thought the machine would be
likely to win, what its gear ratios were, and a lot of other
techiical details

The chums told him absolutely nothing, and they cleared
off al the first opportunity for the racing shod, 'The car was
ready and waiting for them, and they took it out ab once.
ilaok made threo runs up the hill, each one faster than the
asl. :

The mechanics checked his time with stop walches, and
they gasped when they discovered how fast he had come up
the hi)l on his last vun. When Jack ran the glittering
lrlmchiuo to the foot of the hill again they met him with o
sheer.

“You conld make
Fkid " a man roared.

“She's o winner all the way, young 'un!” Ben told him,
and his vrown face was one big smile,

They surrounded the shining racer, congratulating Jack
and Fred as they elimbed down, Half-way to the ground
Jack pansed. His oye was caught by a figure moving
amongst some bushes; only a glimpse did he have of the
maun, but he recogmised the sneering features of Carnaby.

Juck said nothing, but he was watehful on the run back
to the works. There the car was carefully put away. The
mechanies staved an hour or mare, rubbing over its nickel
and making certan that it was absolutely in trim for the
morrow. ‘They had almost fiiished when Jack drew his
brotuer aside.

“U'Ioget along with Fred if you don't want me any
more,” he said.

] "IA ren't you going to wait for me?” Ben asked. “T shan't
¢ long.

“No; we've got a little job we want to do,"” Jack told
him; and he caught Fred's arm as he moved towards the
door,

“First I've heard about any ‘little job*!" Fred ex-
claimied when they were outside. “Whae is it ?"”

“It's Carnaby ! Juck said grimly, “I spotted him at the
bottom of the hill watching!”

“Woll, what of it? He's in the fiem, isn't he
entitled to wateh if he wanis to,” said Fred.

“Yes: but not if he hides amongst the bushes to do it.”
Jack told him, “I believe lie's after something. He's been
taking a lot of interest in the ear. I vote we hing about
somewhere out of sight, and just make sure he docsn't try
anything funny "

I'red looked at him quickly, bot he said nothing., Jack
scouted round the side of the shed, and presently the two
wore hidden away behind a pile of old tyres tucked in an

‘hat ear climb the side of a house,
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angle of the wall. From here they could walch the front
of the shed and one side of it.

They saw the mechanics leave with Den, while the
foreman locked the shed door behind them,

“Betcher anything you like young Skid pulls it off to-
morrow !” a mechanic said, as they left. *That kid's a
young wizard with a car !” e

“The way ho took that bend the last time beat anything
I've cyer seen!” grinned the foreman. *He could skid &
ear round a threepenny-bit, Skid could! He'll make Slade’s
Falcon 8ix look like a squashed sardine tin!”

The others laughed, then they tramped off out of hearing.
Half an hour passed. In some of the shops which made
up the works men were on overtime. Their eleetric lights
had come on when, from out the gathering gloom, there
stro]log an exquisitely-clad figure. Both boys recognised
Carnaby.

He moved porl'ecll:\l- naturally towards the racing shed
and tried the door. Ho found that it was locked, and he
moved around to the side. The boys saw him reach up on
tiptoe to peer through a window into the building. Ile
;l_nrcd for a minute or two, then furtively he looked around

im.

It was a quict corner of the works, and there was no one
in sight. The boys saw him try the window, and, to their
surprise, they saw that it was unlatehed,

“Phat's funny I Frod whispered. “The foreman always
goes round and fixes the windows before he locks up.”

“Homebody might have undone it efterwards!" Jack said
tensely.  “Hallo, he's getting.in !

They saw the window go un. Again Carnaby glanced
vound him; then, with a quick, astenishing:y agile move-
ment, he leaped over the scilll and disa 1|mnrmf inside.

l Anstantly J.e two shot from their Ilivjiug-plnc(r, with: Fred
HMSSINE 2

“Darn lucky thing you thought o' stopping behind, Jack !
The perisher's up to something all vight !"

Soft-footed, they sped over tho open ground to
window, reached up, and peered cautiously in.

Carnaby was standing by the gleaming shape of the
racing hill-climber. He was peering about it, and he moved
to the engine-covor, He flung the straps back, twisted oft
the clips which secured it, then flung the cover up.

The boys saw him remove the cap over the oil-filler. He
took out the filler und laid it carefully astde ere he reached
into one cont povket, He drew out s small packet and the
boys saw it clearly ns he tore it open.

Carborundum " Jack gasped.

Carborundum is a powder that is havder than stecl
Carnaby meant to pour it into the oil. ‘I'he moment the
engine was started ap the stulf would be ecarrivd round the
power tinif, scoring into everything, wrecking the bearings,
grinding great gashes in the eylinders, I'n a matter ahinost
of seconds the engine would he atterly ruined!

Aghast, the two saw him poise the packet; then, with a
combined shout. they hnrled themselyves theough the window
and into the shed!

the

(One split second to act, one brealhless moment in
which to save their cav from the hards of the ruthless
Carnaby. But will Jack and Fred do it ?  See neaxt
week's instalment of this powerful motor-racing seriol
for an ansiwer to that quesiion, chums!)
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