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destroyed—so al best Cleove was a clumsy idiof; not to La
trusted with o nogative in his hands.

To add” {o Mauners' exasperation, the delay caused by
iho “actident” had prevented the other pictures hgi_n%
taken out of the frames in time, and they had nll sufferes
from over-exposure; the whole 'sot, being spoiled. "In the
case of the five.pictures, that only meant a waste of time
and tl'OLllllL‘-h’l‘.‘.“l priots could be taken from the negatives.
Still, it was iotensely irvitating to a fellow who prided
himself .upon nover spoiling o print. But the head and
front of Cleeve's offending was the destruction of the gipsy
negative—and Manners could not forgive that.

fl: wae a disappohtient to him, too, He had fancied
that he had found a kindred spirit; that it was a case of
two soufls with but a single thought, two hearts that beat
as ono, wo to -speak. ‘That was over now. A fellow wlo
could cpielessly drop a rimlograph and plant a cliumsy
hoof oy it, was not u fellow whom Manners could regard
as o kindred epirit.

He was fed up with the fellow, and he left him alone.

Tn morning break, when the Forms came out, Cleeve left
the Shell room®by himself, and walked alone in the quad.

¥te did not séem (o miingd. J

Pechaps he was thinking of gnother school, of other scenes,
as he idled under the-elws with his hands in his pockets.
Cortninly lie ehowed no interest whatever in his present
s-v.ra'mm{i’iugs.

It he wanted to be left slowe, he had his wish. Not a

fellow spoke -a word to Lim before thivd lesson.
“After dinuer, however, Tom Merry sought ont the new
uior.
I That be disliked the follow, as all the House did, was not
to be denied, But "Fom, always good-natured, wanted to
give him a chonee. Ile knew that it wounld be painful to
“old Railton” to’ sce his nephew in such a stato of' isola:
tion—the troullesome happenings of the prévious day ha:l
been chiefly due te My, hll”l(lll'n desire o sco his relative
on friendly terms with Study. No. 10.

So“Tom joined Thie new jwntior as lie walked in the quad,
his hunds 10 bis® pockets, his handsome face openly moody
il discontonted.

Cleeve looked atb lin icily.

He had not fargosten Towr Mervry's words thal morning,
and, degceved or not, they vankled yo his indinary,

“Guines practico this afternoan,” snid Tow, determined
to teke o jiotice of Cleevels vupleasant manner.

“Na classos " gslied Cloeve.

Tom smiled.

“Wo have a mathe sot with old Railion—your unele bt
aftor that it's games praclic We've o Lig fixture coming
along un.\l'\\'(-lrﬁ—llu- Grevlvinrs matel.”

“Never lioard of Giepfvinrs."
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“We play Rookwood later.”

“'Fraid. I've never heard of Rookwood, either.”

Tom drew in his ‘bréath hard,

“Well, von've heard of them pow I've mentioned them,"”
lic said as pleasantly ad he could.  **They're rather big
fixtures here.”

“T don't wani fo play in the matehes.”

Tom stared at him,

“You're not likely to, whether you want to or nol," lin
s;ud dryly. “New kids are not shoved into thé cleven like
that.”

“Oh!” said Cleéve, biting his lip.

“But il you're good at cricket I can give you a chance
in a House match,” said Tom. “We play a louse match
with l'l_rﬁgms & Co. on Saturday, and the best men on both
sides will be picked out for the Greyfrinrs match next week,
I'd like to sce how you shape at the game. Railton says
you're a Foorl man at it."”

“I don't intend to play ericket at 8t Jim's,"

“You can please yourself about playing in matches,” Tom
said. ‘“That is if you're picked out, of course.. But you
ean’t please yourself about gnmes practice; that's compulsory
on some days every woek,"

“I don't care two straws,”

*Then you ought to,” said Tomw sharply,

“Thanks for your opinion!”

“Anylow, it's a mug's game o cut oricker,” said Tony
“If vou've played, vou must want to go on pluying, that
stands to reason. You're stunding in your own light, with
this sulking.”

Cleeve flushed,

“It's my own bizney, T suppose?” lie said.

“What will Railton think if you stand ont of guunes?™

“1 don't care what he thinks!"”

“Well, vou're a Jueerfish,” said Tom, alter a pnuse. “T
hates fo seo any fellow going on in this way. It's not good
for.n.chap to be mooching about by himself and sulking.”

“Mind your own business, can’t you?"

Tom's hands clenched.

_(!leeve's hands came out of his pockets, aud e gave Tom
Mervy a look of mocking defiance. It was ovident that hie
did not care whether lie came (o blows with the captgiv of
the Shell or not.

CWell® he said, with a sneer.

“You've asked for it a lot of times,” said Toni, breatling
haed, I you weren't old Railton's nephew 'd give you
thethiding of your life! 1'm done with you! Go awd cat
coke 1"

And Tom turned his back on Victor Cleeve and walked
away, Cleeve looked after him, an uocertain. expression on
Lis {oce, aud he opened his lips as il 10 eall to "Tom Merry.
I'hen. os if he. had  thought belter—or worse—of it he
tIurneII away, ad, with a dogged look, tramped along under
the clis,

THE END,.

{Whaterer wou do, chuwms, don’t miss the next
magnificent ygoyn dn this grand sevies, entifled : A
Sehoolboy's Seoret ! ' swhich wiil appear in next arcel's
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