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A Powerful, Long, Complete Tale of Public School Life.
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WILL YOU OBLIGE YOUR EDITOR BY READING THIS STORY?

Figgins
Combine.

A Splendid, Long, Complete Schooi Tale of the

Famous Chums of St. Jim's.

Go.’s

; hut the gener:
delinguen

| t\lul‘ ion wad
vight.

had .dl

It he what he was aceused of,
there was no doubt that he deserved his
punishiment, and s puilt wag  generally

vegarded as coneluzively proved.

A few who remembered hiow brave and
true Tom Merry had always heen, hesitated
to condemn him, but the great majority
WEre 1=t the unfortunate kad,

His clogest ehiun, Manmers, had been dee
{0 shrink from his side when Black George,
thie poacher, pointed him ont as the boy
who had emploved him to kidnap Figgios.

Tom Merry and Manners—known al St.
Jim’s as the *° Terrible Two "—were the
hest of chums, and if Manners doubted,

Even Blake,

clear enough.
Sty

, the chums of
: v heen
they
WIS S

the truth wa
Herries, and 1Y
No. 8, who m ]
stand up for ihe |
were silent.  They
convineed. /

The Fourth Form-room was in a buzz of
dlizehssion.

“Oh, it’s no good talking in a crowd 7
exclaimed Blake ai la

And they lett the =
their svay to Stu . 6, where—far frouin
fhe madding crowd, as Blake put it —thep
discussed the late happenings, and the
sentenee passed upon Tom Mer /

And where was Tom Merry now

He sat alone in his study, the stody
which had been the scene of many o feed
andd frolie, which he now looked upon for
the lazt time.

In the morning he was to leave St.

for ever.

The xows wil

pected to

i

Jimn's

No. 6, and the

with (lo. of the New
the fun an of - his hie at St.
Jim’s, were aver, wus to leave the old

well, and to leave it
name,
at silent and stricken

sehool he loved
with a stain upon
No wonder the boy =

in the growing dus J in his room, thinking
misers J]}' of what swwas past, and of what

was bo eome.
"He had been expelled, and since he had
heavd his sentence—a sentence from which

With keen, anxious eyes the juniors watchcd irom the ruined
Luriy form appesar from the trees into
whispered Tom Rerry.

hut, and they saw a tall,

E the starlignt. ‘'lIt's Black. Georgn'"

there was no appeal—he had seen only
ted looks or glanees of scorn among
oolfellows to whom he had been a

il a true comrade,

THE FIRST CHAPTER.
Expelled from the School.
¢ T, JINM'S wasin a state of exeifement.
I'he whole school was in a buzz of discussion from

b el to end, and wherever two or three met together
there was only one topie that they discussed.

ne topie only-had interest for the bovs of St. Jim’s— juniors
seniors, Behool House and New House aliloe.
school House and New House were usually at daggers
win, but now ihe bovs of the rival houses anet in amity to

the startling happening which h'J,ri thrown the whole
ol into a furore.
1 Merry had been expelled !
m Merry, -the hero of the-Shell, the most popular hoy in
hool Hnlm‘gli Bt. Jim’s, gnd Tlu‘tr]] midablerival of Figgins
{ the New House, had stood that day hefore the Head
rowded hall, and Ti ened to the sentence of expulsion.
vas amazing, bat it was true.
t day the two junior house teams had met on the foothall-
and vietoryphad rested with the Sechiool House, because
oins, the New House captain, had been kidnapped and kept
from the match,
i Tom Merry’s
i oof the

uilt had heen proved to the satisfaction
s * He had bribed Black George, the
r, to kidnap Figeins, He had won the House match by
vy——at least, so all St. Jim's wa I,
Tom ‘-hn\ still pmtv-t. :d his innocenee,
Z e found few, if any, to belicve him.
v e seemed to be complete, and Tom Merry had
nned, and the doctor rajsed fones of anger,
»dd him Lo be expelle Tl Jim’s.

in

1
a terrible sentence, and the Saints discussed it with

say you did 1t it you didn’t ?°

Ua, was alone.  Hven hiz own chum scemed
to have forsaken him, and to have followed the example of
all the rest of the sehool

And that thought brought the moisture to the eyes of Tom
Me ey

All of them helieve me guilty |

e muttered the words alowd.

' Blake, Figging, Manpners
A B Gt s i

ele covered hiz face with his hands,

The study door opened. :

Tom Merry looked up dully. Tn the thickening gloomn of the
study Le eould not see who it was that entered.

A “dim form came towards him, and lLe heard a choking

all of them! Oh, what shall

‘o ! Tom, old fellow !*
It was Mann

Tom Merry

gave a start.
T am her t‘.' Le said in a low voice
“Tom, old ¢hap, I-—1 beg your pardon. T—I half believed
it for a minute when the brute Black George pointed you
out. But now——"
Tom’s heart e a bound.
“ Do you belicve in e still, Manners ?
“Yes] Yes! A thousand times yes! exied  Manners
vehemently., 1 was a silly ass to doubt for a mament ; bub
it seemed so—so—you understand ¥ Why should Black George

33

tE]

EES

“ I haven’t the faintest idea. T have never done anything
to him that I know of, and I cannot guess why he should lie
to ruin me.  But he lied | 7

ST know he did, Tom. e lied, like the villain he i=,'" said
Manmers, pressing Tom’s hand. 1 know yen are innoccs..
I know you never plaved that trick on Figgins,”

* Phank vou, old chap,” gaid Tom. with g break in his voice.




v
S Its horeible to leave St Jim’s like t1
to know that you believe me innocent.”
“Leave St. Jim’s
“Of course—I'm e
“*Non can’t-

. but 1t’s a comiort

selled 1
you sha'n’t go!

Why, the old school won't

be the same without you. [t you vo, too!"1 won't
stay 17 i

Tap ! : 3 t

1t was a gentle knock af the doni. : s &

et of the chums noticed it. Their thoughis wepe el-e-
where, i o

1 owon't stav withor® ot,” svent on Manners,
the Head will velent.  Porhaps we shall booable to et at the
tritth =omehow.”’ . :

The door opened. ; <

‘“Hallo! Who's there?

 Only us” said the familis
you're all in'the dark,
bother von. ™

** Oh, come in!"

Study No. 6 canie in, the three chums of 1he Fourth—Blake.
Herries, and Avthur Aungiistus DA rey.  They groped their
way i, :

T spe
want

voice of Jack Blake.
Can we conre in? T don’t

“We've come to speak to vou, Merry,” said Blake, © We

want fo say we don’t believe this thine abont yvou.”
- Tom coirld not speak.  His voice choked in' his throat,

£ We ve in you, kid said Blake emphatically, 7
aduiit at first T was staprered. The way that poscher chap
humanity.”

“Yaas, wathah ! U Arthur Angnstus, : o

“ Bt we've tho ahih 16 over, and pit our heads together, and
come to the conclosion that we were silly asses o think for o
baient that vou could do such a thine.
Anid now we want to assure You on that point.
You're innocent, that’s all,” added Hervies :
o Thans happies ! said” Tom Merry, in a
trembling voice! = I micht have
me,  Lhe rest of the School House
thoneh, and the New -

volled out lies was r’}:culgl; to stagrer

We know

suspicionsly
Enown yvou would stand by

have made up their minds,
House are all down on me,”

il 8! aid Blake with a sniff,  * Those
silly enough to go in when it rains,  As for
the Se ~Ladmit that’s rotten. Yon sce. the evidence
vas pretty strong, and they don’t know you as well a5 we
da, T?ll{' when one has been hay Mg 1ows with a chap as eften

a5 we have with you, one gets to know
o Emiled faintly. ]
And we have alveady decided how
t-oon Blale.

him.”?

to deal with the matter?

“We have decided: to knock down ‘on the
Jeiel whio.e ANVERINgG against vou whateyver, Alter

is Bound to have some elfect ™ i
; ehthat 've oot to leave
o quietlyl ¥ Tin awfully  obl

said - Tom
chaps,  But

Pt be done.” said Blake, © Welre soing 1o stop that,
~Yaas, wwathah ! . We
S What’s vour idea, Gu
=% 0h -1 haver’t any, vou  know,
ought to do somethin’, sormehow,
ot aninds.- vou know, and see {hai

all do something.”

But T weally thinl
We weally roust mike
somethin® iz dons

1)’ Ay Then, of course, the mattah will be all wichi,
T Ha, ha! There’ll he a lot done if we leave it to (1
said-Blale, £ 0f all the oW lg——2? ] )

“ U you chawactewise me as an owl, Blake, T shall hé we-
fantly compelled 6 chastise You with extweme sevewity.?
d Arthur Augustus, 1 wetitse to be called an owl, distinetiy

weliise | by e -

“You——  Hallo, liere's some visitors,?

ice: was heard i -the passagre,

: ¢ the study,  There’s no light.

thoueh,” . - e

as a well-known voiee,

Blake deapped his veice (o g whisper, :
TS Figpins & Co't Stand ready ! Give "om the kvbosh

she moment-they get in,” . . s o ¢

o | :;ll_pp:(:.%l" lie’s here,

THE SECOND CHAPTER,
Misunderstood ! :
. coming along the dusky corridoy
Y& study in the School House,
and Wynu, the leaders of the juniors of
e H were the deadly foes of the School
House chims, and any visit they paid to the rival house was
naturally expected to be in the nature of a hostile raid,
Besides the semi-serious rivalry between the two houses at;
St. Jim’s, Figgins & Co. had Just now plenty of reason for
woink ‘on the war-path,
In ihe annual junior foothall ms teh, played that afternoon.
the Nehool House had heaten the New House. - The Noew House,!
oo a man; belicved that it was bopayse Figgins, their captain,
tad been Eidnapped and kept aswav from the match, - :

]

IGGINS
towar
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of 8t. Jim's had finmly nad
its mind that Tom Merry was responsible for that outrag
* Here you are,” said the greal Figgins, stopping at the C
door; and leoking in. :
Blake drew a deep breath. Ly
That the New House all believed Tom Mer
and he naturally supposed that Figgins & Co. -
of the rest of the house. i3 :
He jumped to the conclusion that the three had conie oy
- to the Sehool House to giv voice to their opinion on the subjes
) ready to give them a warm reception, :
2 " breathed Blake. ; :
asei ;

~And practically the whe

uilty. he kne
ared the oping

ah
on one side.of the deor, Herries-and 1’ Arey o8
Tom Merry and Manners were still ot the wind
Figgins & Co. came unsuspiciously”in.

© Charge | 7 roared Blake. "

Stady No. 6 charged ! i

Figring went .down with a crash, with Blake on top of hig
Fatty Wynn collapsed with a gasp under the weight of Herria
and Kerr went stagoering across the study with Arthur Angus
clinging to him.

* What the—who the—how the—

© Who the—what the-

“ What's the gawme ¥ ¥
Arthur Augustus, and
Gus
he

the other.

spluttered Wigeins.
— " gasped Fatty Wynn. s
raared Kerr, getting a mvip on j
jamming him up against “the
had caught a Fartar, in fuct;  © Whit's the giddy ga

“You're hweakin’ my back1? gasped. I’ Arey, strugeli
vainly in the grip of the athletic young Scolsman,  © You aj
weally eausin’ me the most exewueiatin® pain, deal hoy.”

“Jdolly good thing, too ! : :

“ Weally, I wish you
the tuble.

** Rats

“Hold ‘em 1
great Figoi
Her f

= IPve got him 1%

© Have you oot y Yol =

O No.” gasped Gussy.  * Hels got me '™

“ Ha, ha, ha!t Hold him tight 1%

* He's holding me tight !

“ Dot bim on the boko 1!

ST Ganh b

& Mainien

“ Heve, fai
came pn the
. Weally, I ay

would not pwess me so havd agai

shouted Blake
5, who was strug

» sueeessfully pinning down 68
ng wildly, " = Clot that boun
- s g

w mnan, Chiss

a hiand.”
ohiedier ks

ou bounder, come and lend (lussy
play 17 exclaimned Werr, as Mann
i pla a jewel. Hands o
t Mannahs lendin® me some
said [V Arey, hweal my baclk in a
way : and, hesides, this is not a fight, this
your heastly cheelk, don’t vou kuow.”
Kerr went over with
8iL on him, Guss
AN wight.”?
And Avthup
st and: Wer;
derrof me el !
“1 wefuse to do anyihin’® of - the ki
bwolkeén my hack in the most bwuial WaY,
off vour ehest, deah bay. ™ :
“Phab’s 1'Egi|'t,"' said Jack Blake,
going 1o pud these. hounders up to a wrinkle about com
inte people’s studies 4 chip them. Rathier! Mariners,
“trouble you for a shoy L of soot from the ehimney,”
“ Right you are ! 7 answered the obliging Manners,
“ Hold on ! gasped 1s: L Are you up to
£L ing o improve Four eomplexion, old chiap |72 :

oS

Augustus dropped his nine stone odd on Ko
ek, i

eep. him zafe.

W

»
g2

5 ‘.‘-Lf didn’t come 1o e

Fhanle you: Manners, T think that will do.

yelled Figei

rp Y _ 2
on iz ,and some had
: he opencd 1 in protest.

% “We camehere to—-— | (-

found its

junior from the

What has happened: to the lanley
does he break into this stran

Housez Wi > langua
You can continue this splendid complete school ]
reading “ Figgins & Co’s’ Combine 11! by. Martin Clifford,
the issue of **The Penny Popular,” now on sale. " Vou
0 Lo your newsagent at onee. and him for No. 19
“The Penny Popular.,” This grand new paper also contai
a long, complete tale of Sexton Blake. the famous detects
and a grand long complete story of Jacle, Sam and Pet

adventurers: -And also the opening chapters of 4 grand sh
serial story, dealine with Harry Wharton, the

Greyiriars,

0

Hero §
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