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2 A el LT e e e r .,

This Thrilling Detective Tale Will
ALL Gemites.

A Splendid, Long, Complete Tale, dealing with the Amazing Adventures of

SEXTON BLAKE, Detective, and TINRKER,

His Assistant.

THE FIRST CHAPTER.
Ruined — A Villatueus Propesal ~A Friend in Need,

ewiys on a table.  Vancourt, holding hia hab and
5 taod faeing him inguivingl

SRyl
%t “Lord Vaneourt and it Pm

hand trembled a8 he held the dies-

t, it's hocanse 1 deel o hit
touchy,” ¥
01 yOur

ighed,  fabs
vt svon’t
t five thonsand

gl in the erowded d-room > o wou plenty of time

ivacinth Chib held their th! In that tense silenee to settle tl L f, that's  the' worsth
could have heen heard, ; of it, - Sll, i any 1 b j e fellow-
ce tell on the table, and the =ped. clubmen, Vancows it re thab
7 Sipeall rermarl yvou've baen flutl , Aremendous ke

= Of gonrse, wl

COINTIIONL

notallie

W oAl

&t S Gr it keep that on for hap & within ihese
Vancourt pu chair baek, and slowly rose ver gets abroad, bub you don't mind my speaking

o 8 ¥ou mt
wo all could see that for onrselves.”
1oh,’” he muttered,  This room is r Vancourt drew a long breath,
home.” “ yes, I gm hard hat,”” he admitted. Still, you'll have
wdily to the door, the ebserved of all, our noney, Stveull.  After that—well, what happens after
* one military-looking anan whispered to his is my look-out.” e twisted his fnouth nto a forced
bour,  * Vameourt is broke—yon ean scc that in erin a5 he s S 1v's good of you to olfer me tune (o settle
ot cven & Rothsehild eould keep on gambling at the 1 }jt? corit the ru_}rl of the eluh, all debis u_nl.-it
: The smush was bound to coine, and Dl het b 1":'“}{ “-“m”'i_']\'r‘\("' days, but il you Il extend the time io. &
to two we'll never see the young carl in this club week from now ib would be a conver :
“ I owish I could do more than t y =l can
replied, with a buwst of apparént sineerity. L n
wney somehow, Stop, though. T sce a way by w —
He paused, and for some ceonds seemed lost in thoughts
"'hen suddenly he spolke quickly
S You've enterod your hon
ed inguirn
:, - VWhat of
bound tow
50,2  Vancourt laughed drvly.  *f He
; and Hillyar tells me that he's i the pink
If T can but hold out till——"
“Pyve got the Witeh entered for 4
% 1. He stands
ely 1 the softes up in the betting
e five minutes 'd 3 : ¢ Vs hed the

He was trembling badly, and his young be hard hit; in fact

21

V1 Stygall
< hive
: T

sat silently at the table fingering the dic

well-groomed man, about forty
his. face was marrcd by a sinister cxpression.
; ty, and close together.  Now a eynical
i laying his white, cven

Iy for the Derby,” ha

E e b Vancourt disappearing 1 the doorway,

f iv,- hesitated for a mnent, and then,

L on the ) :, he followed the

1L L ::111 &

up with him in the hal
Lo with his overcoat.

urt,” he

ul inler-
we’s high
t, il Maytiy
He studied
e ron R

+ Derby™ Biy
rood chanee, Vancourt, and

*h would
wistiully «

Wit »with Maylly, thi: orac,
guite entitled to do, we i a pot of
the Witeh, for he's fit to 1o ron the vest of

1 Fale Mayfly, and the un

o 1 on to the deserted read eft-iny and we cur bets on hef

L i 4 Lo ]
woall ewitched on oue of the clectrie arcs, and then (Continued on page iv, of cover,)
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and the price went up. T tell you what T'll do, Vancourt,”
he added hurvie d",. This idea of mine iz 2o kcmml, and means
landing such a big stake, that Il wipe out the debt ()f ive thou-
sand you owe me if you scrateh your horse when we've sot our
mnm'y on the Witeh. I can ‘!Jur{l to do that, for 32
There’s one thing vou forget.”” Vanecourt interjoctod coldly.
Mayfly has been he ..1'\J.|\’ backed, and the lnuhlt, will lose
t-r‘ant’ndolhl\f if—"
y > fellow, we can’t bother ﬂmui the public,”” Si.
sneercd, he rose from l}u' table.  * Fvery man b
of himself, and a chap can’t afford to Ia-= 20 (uixoil
= are scratehed every day, as you know, and—
There are a lot of blac l\lc’"‘; on the Tuef, but Um
1zrf zoing to become one of theny” Vanceurt retorted warinly.
‘I don't think mueh of your proposal, Stygall, and I won’h
entertain it for an instant, Tt that's all vou have to s X
clear oul and get home,  Jupiter it’s after three o’clock 17

Wl
to think
3 all that,

“One moment ! Styeall cried. His face hs nl suddenly
grown: stern. and his eyes glistencd wickedly. ** You 1may
1ot think much of my proposal, but still, pe 1‘!.1p~ rou’d do

W {0 accept it. There are hlacklegs on the Twif, as you
say, but there are also blacklegs o elubz, Lord \.Ammu

Of two evils choose the lesser, vou know. Tt's rather absurd
to adopt such high and mighty airs about one’s honour on
the brink of ruin and d
hunmu

FACSCONIse \\11' . a4 1man ]‘\ o1 the
13

It vou——r
* What do ¥ou i
call lau

*That tone won't do,” he nph\ :d, in his soft, even woice,
e made i oany business to kéep an eye on vou, and L know
that vou're up to. vour ears in debt with the money lenders
Five thousand ]]rn(l;uiw ! Why, you couldn’t raise five hundred

” the young earl thundered.

H

in three days. if you spent the fime toutine all round London !
and if you don’t
voll.

assent to g common-
Il post you up as a
»i] .«md ritined \\|‘|| n. the

You're in my clutehes,
sense sugpestion, I won't apare
defaulter here, and you'll Le
weelt,  You'd hetter give in or o

“You cur ! I see your game now Vancourt cricd hotly.
“ I've heen a fool, hut Um not so green s not to know a seoundrel
hen [ meet-one. . You've |1‘[1t gambling with me when yon
knew Iwas alinost tuined, in order that you might be ablé Lo
pul the serew on and hld][ me do o shady trick o suit your
own ends. Do your worst ! Ruin and disgrace m Y COmE my
wa, i they probably will—hbut at all (‘\f‘il[‘-. [l stop at
follyvond avoid v l“dln\ Hands off, T say, or I won't be auswer-

able for what T o !’ b
Styeall had clutched the yvoung earl, seeking still to detain
him, nor ‘would he release “his hold, even though the other

sought roushly to disengage himself, i
“ Have a little sense, Vancourt : don’t be such a thander;
1% H‘}""‘f“” hissed. “ Everyone in the club ean hear v
lit 1o think over my suggestion. T beas you no

malice, in spite of what yowwe said, o -
¢ No, you rogue,
an insult !

you haven’t the manliness in vou o ves
Vaneourt retorted, - | et-me po, or 1']l——=2?

As .‘*t\'";lI] sUlE hield him, the voung earl swang himself free,
flingirtg the other hack against the wall.  With an oath Stygrall
raised hh arm and rushed forward.  Quick as lightuing Van-

s

court’s left he wmd shot out, there was a dull thud, and Styzall
went 1o the foor,
“You asked for it, and you rrni it,"” Vaneourl remarked

as he huttoned np his coat and marched out into the Liall,
Onee out in Pi cadilly, Vaneourt buried his hands in hia
coat-pockets, and paced the pavenient slowly and hesitatingly
to his rooms. He let Limself into the silent house with his
latehley, .m{ "l“~<<r|dts{ ihl stairs to his "'1”“[}[”\}”“ Im[[;n]t.[
guarters
Swite l\l]

rom the ¢ Ir‘11|:r' Jight

as he }ns-.l o Lli' 1]]?1)5[”)[(!

of his hv sanle into an easy- , his face hovied
in his hands. young face had taken "4 Took of ulter
des 1};!"1'. ; i
“Ruined ! Ruined ! he murmired. . All gone ! \101.?\'
honour— everything,  What's  Jeft » Nothing  hut dl’\tqd{{
and poyerty. - W ell; T schooled miyvself long ago as to what [
should"do_in the fage of such a climax.. The time for action

has come, and T won't hesitate, Lord Vaneourt’s © luck * ‘has
become almost- proverbial, but it's come to an end at list 1
. He jumped up, and swalki
forth o re \ui\u Jerking open
cartridees, a small photopraph i
the floor.  Instinctive cly “Vaneo
JauL it back in its place hie started.

¢ Tather ! ” he ¢ ped,

He gazed at the I\md forgiving face he’

.md \\1111 a groan, he threw the revoly

“No ! I'll go through with th
I won’l tun away. Tl face
it f haven’t a friend in the world-—-—

“ You have a friend,” astrong v
do, l.md Vancourt ¥ My name is S

8

hridkly to an
another drawer in
e was shaken,
picked it up,

K'.‘"\CJ'[[{_\IJ‘_'.

l’)[
and fell Lo
and gz he

rememherad so well,
T back into the drawer,
|uh 1" he muttered hoarsely.
like a man. and even

e said behind him,
cton Blake 17

“ How

~ Youzre a good sort, Mr. Blake., *If I yas the vie ||'.\| o
robbery, or anything like that, 1d = ki vour adviee like o she
of  cours i|:-|| worry of anine s uputorlunately t[‘u'
simple. my fortune away." ; E

All ;
* Practically-all.  Tf I'd wou  toenight 1 meandt
_eards .mi the dic anid live quietly until the 1)-

THE SECOND CHAPTER,
Sexton Blake Helps!

7 NCUSE my intrusion,” the celebrated delective A,
I;ldudlv. as the young earl swung round and stared
him. " You happe ned o -leave your door op
and T happened to he (‘Omu up the stairs. By |

reflection in the miirror youder; vou standing with

revolver in yvour hand. 1 am {inr‘ than you, and also
brother Clubman, for 1, too, belong to the ITvacinth, and ¢

like {0 see another about to perpetrate a

without making some remonstrance, You would
self, you know.” ;

You weren't coming 1o see me ¥ 7

fellow doesn’t
deed

Vancourt asked.

'\u I was going up to Despard’s rooms on the
an old chum of mine.” :
i the Hyacinth to-night * ¥ Vaneourt
in an odd voiee. P . :
N ey w you lose five thousand {o Styeall,

Elackened one of his eyes for him, too, 1 noticed. = Good
I know more al ouk him than most peopls
Fhen you heard ——"'

I heard nothing. but Styeall was
out, and I saw his face, so, of course, T casily surmised what B
veenrred.  Now, look here. T'd like you to confide
troubles to me. 1 kuow the seerets of half the men in |uu

n the hall as T was co

so I think you can vty discretion. Two he
ih in one, and-——

S hls 1<:11\ kind of you, My Blake. bt T'm afraid no
1Jf.|: me,” Vancourt ied gloomilv.  * 've made
of my lite, and I raust take sequences.’

“Why, man, you've litfe hefore you 27

Blake intere: ipted cheeril;
e all attent
Tancourt gor

| trht up that cio
and H\J\'|}<I1FI i :
med.

and Uve backed lifn to w
tior h[.r1 | it Bug i
T §E 1 ; Teme

1l

I'own the favonr
cand 1 don't

ning I losi,
tine

HER STV 1\\‘ anc 1 o
el after the row St
me that.  He made a roffianly

wid now 1'm done for,”

1l he’s
o=al to 160,

ask vou what was the nature of the

Lz and T should plump for his hoo
entered for the Derby, and that 1 =hould
we had our bets seenred.”

< aTust like S i Sexton Blake muanured.  ©

tnmitigaterd seommidrel Those  chaps with % sait,
Vol and oily ananners ave seldomw fto be frusted.
AOTE - [il‘lﬂ']"fi like to khow, thoneli, “Where
ln- hioi i Yours is with Hillyar,

H trains with him, too.
Hillvar has a hie

Hd“ a doven of h
following, and I

chaps dn von  know,

Say he seems to. lmch vataniid }n~. business.  Hallo ! What
von luohmv forpil ;
Sexton Blake had a o, and was turning over some boe

and papers on the eentre table.
© Got o Bradshaw anyiwhere 37 Le dugrired,
hunt up-the first train® for Newmarket,”

Vaneourt remained silent, smokine his civar and
the detective with: undiszuized curiosity as the latter sc
the railway guide. e

pexton Blake was the first to speils,

“There's a train  leaves Liverpool Strect af fve-thirk
I see, and you’d better have vour breakiast and ecatch i
he remarked, as he thvew the Bradshaow on the table, Tig
sonie business that will detain me in town for a few hovrs; -

Ul follow on shortly., 1 think you'll do well to go to N
markeb and keep an eye on your horss. He's worth loolkin
‘after when he means a loss or wain of a hundred thousang
don’t you think sp 2 Take my advice, Lovd Vancourt, al
least reason Tor sy
interview Hillyar. The trainer may he
but he will be L\[unt*ui to a big temptation he
8 ol is certain to tempt him with a bribe.”
SN follow vour advice, Mr., Blake. the voung
gerly, rising from his chair,

#et him out of the stables if you have th
‘pioion

when you

man,

How Sexton Blake rescues the young Lord Vancourt fp

the villain's elutches, and the many adventnres he is .1
into, are thrillinely told in the splendid lone story of t
world famons  de ive, which is contained in No, 18
 The Penny Populur,” now on sale at all newsavents’. Thi
populur companiou paper to ¢ Gem ™ Libvary also con

tains every week a splendid long story of Tom Merry's ca
schooldays, and grand adventure story of Jack,
Pete, the three fimu‘n comrades.  Buy a {n]u\ of
Penny Popular ™ to-day, a ml when yvou have finished vondig
it; pass it on to a friend who may not have seen it, :
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