






















"I uefusel"
" Sit dorvn ! "
o.a."i"iul down; he couldn't help it, rith that iron grip

., hi" "oilor, But as soon rus Blake let htm go he poppeq

up again like a jack-in-tho-box.- 

"' ni"f.u. I will not allow this wuffness I 1 uo loogah
v eeard--i-"

'Ysit down ! "
Down went D'Arev to his seat again.
" Herries. old man. if he riscs an) morc' push your oar

iriu'irl.'rlt-.,-":i[y;, ;rA shove hirir into th-c n'ater? "
" Risht-ho ! " said Herries
" iil"**i-, lr y",i,i-ai:t,i.-[", brvulal thing, our fwiend"hip

will cease f*oni that vewy momentl'' .

"Horridl" said Ilerries' "1'll risk it, though"'.
" i-;;l;; b;";;i;-ihi; pic";c u"te's'I am 

'[*-eated with

"IPffi1:31',"*.:I'r^ t"nirn to makc a man-of vou," eaidl

Blake patiently. " You're going to row lor your own

shout rang
of f,-iggins !
the enemY

-

klE." r6#"#nt*3Lrsdf#ev. " PLAYING THE CAI

and ample apology for his wuffianly conduct,
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CHAPTER 8.
Tte Captured Feed-A Frosi For Figgins I Co-And

. An Amazing Discovery.
& Co.

palty was ex-
was-satisfying

said X':ggin-*
', so to speak,

" Here's your bcat, Juggins, and here's the tin. We haven't
had it quir" so )dhg as-,ie intpnded. 85'thc uay, r'c've lelt
the oars with some friends of ours, who will bring them
llong presently."

That was the explanatidn Tom Morry gave, but it is
probable that 1\{r. Juggl guessed a great doal more, for there
s?as a very qtinica,l smilo upon his rveather-beatcn counten'
ancc as he watehed the juniors walk off through the wood
towards the srhool.

As they wcnt, the juniors turned over in their minds
various pfans of venp5eance upon Figgins & Co. But, had
they only known it, they were avenged already.

won. it by our giddy valour; that's rvhat makes it so joily
rr ppr ng.'

" Rather l" said the Co. heartily.
" I'hat's the best of it l" agrecd the nine good men and

true who had {ollowed Figgins & Ctr. to thc 6attle. " Sti[,
the feed loolrs pretly good."

Farty \\'rnlt rollccl his eves in a hind of ecstasv.
Tle'feast lodied more 

-than pietty gooC, as-a matter of
faet.
"Clr. bug* being unpacked, the gtd things were spteacl

out on thdgrass, ind the vict-ors feasted their e;res upon them.
Fattv Wvnn's anxious fears lest there should not be enough

to go irlund among twelve weie entirely without foundation'
The supplies had been brought or] a genero-us.scale,- and

there wai qfite sufficient to nike a very good picnic for a
dozen iuniors. Fatty's anxicty having bcen relieved uJrcu
this mre. as the cood thinqs were spread out to 1-lew, lle
wt" mm.ietnlv hrnlv. Life*had nothine more to ofler him !

:i i.i '", 1"6a,;;'iii,l fisEi, s, with a- wave of tlre harrd.
" I d-."'t-.s-unnosir wc shali il"c thcso School Housc hids again'
f["r-"untt'c'"r,o bucl. wichout hclp, and if they go to Ft'
Ji;r" to crth"i1h. clan, the.v coul.lrr't, gct bacli herc for..a
i.ipt"""t't""... S"-*";u" pienty of tirie to have a really
eniosable Eorse,"i ilno"- fin.i!" said Fativ Wvnn.

" itt Jii i:;ui oin;;;"-rb"irt .dv mark," said Firgins. " Go
,r,"uii:uii ;fid;-tir;.d;;i;iy here, an.l we s;i it cheap'
Wire in !"

" IL'ar. hear l"
The New House iuniors wircd in.
ii:""'[ra^]t"i.'i;i;tt, ;;;;ilt vo] exii.tisirc -B;ltetiies

*iii, ti"-, u"a rt?y *i.""a into-the teed with a rigirt hcany
goorlwill.

But as the feed progressed the jollity began to dic oui of
some of the youthlul counuenances.

'' tr'trnnv t-aste rhcse sandlichcs have gor"' Kcrr re-

-u.i"a,"'"y"i"; *;; sandwiches which hc hatl ha lf cos-
surn+J in a vcry thoughtiul rvar'.-*ii 

ir.i" *t ot i was 
"thinkirrg about tlris vcal-.pie," soiJ

F;eEi;,". 
"-:;i 

uupr-to it's g;n+ olt a bit. I'll try thet'
p"il"ding, Fatly lvrnu."

-!'attv was malilng a wr,Y facc'
" Sfrulcln't advise vou to." he said- " l-t'vc got -a..paln

i, niy i;il;: 
-Ct *"'J #*"it iug lunuy about that pudditg"'

" iViry, it lcolis all right, and see how tich the gravy
looks. ''

" Ye-e-es, it look too rich ! It's the gravy. It tastes liho

-like rocdicino."i: iit ,-tt uitr ."t:"
Fi;;";--i;ffi the pudding. Then he trvisted up his

features very exprcssivelY.
" Don't yorr Iilie it, Figgy?'
"r-irie"ii:';;;;;i;d Fi"dgv. "rt tcstes like mouldv ink'

ff".",-t"t--. fiuuu to-" "oT"ihat currant wine to wash tlre
ta.sle auav."

He Iet ihe cuirant wiiie gurgle out into a mug, and took
a Jecp, deep draught of iL

The next moruont the mug rvent down with a cra-sh into a
oic-Ji.t, ind I'rgginc sprang-to his feet wirh a fienriish yell'' "Hallo! Whar,'s thc matter?" gaspcd Kcrr.

" ['nr-l'm poiwrrcd l"
:.'You'ro whar?"
'Poimned! There's somdthilg arv{ul in the wine!"
"'fhere mn't be."
" ('an't there? Taste it 5'oursclf, fathead !"
l(,',r tasted tho winc, and lrade a wry [ace.
" \Vhat docs it tastc iike?"
" f,li.n-iii 

" 
liquid blacking and rotten Gorgonzola cheese,"

mid Kcrr- after some reflcction.
Cnmnlaiirts were rising on all sides now.
t-rr"'f"ti"* wae frantiiall-y rvashirrg out his mouth in the

rivei after a deep bite inio a cakel Hc declared that he
t rJllii"" "n 

som^cthing that meltcd in his mourh and tasred
iii.,'uo*c fearful poiwnf I{e ihoughc it must be a pili vrhiclr
had been shoved in in mistake for a currant.

'fwo or three were contorting thernselves curiously .aftcr
drirrkinE currant wino, and *rne wero sputterrng and
choking-over pudding ald pie.

There :ras not one who had not swallowed- some{hing
that rlisasreed with him. and all of thc crewhile joyous
irrniors rvc"re looliinr white an,l sicklv' somc of thcm wrathful.'"This is a trick"of Tom Xlerr-v'i," gaslftd Kern "He's
put something nasty in the grub on purpose I"

' It ean't be that," said the bervildered Figgins. " Thcy
rvere just gcing to eat it themselves when we rrrshed -thern."' ;'Tfie., S*""b"ay has been playing a trick o-n Ton Merry."

" I don't .qee it. Blake was with him in the picnrc, so lt
oouidn't bo Blake. I don't understand it' It's iotten l?'
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