


















































'all eimad by fadliar Groyfriars characters. This pretence of echoolboy !
jsnthorabip makes it difiiodd to eatimkte what oamtriduiim ~ £ ony -
‘Frank Riohards mado to the pepar, and the coossional gleam of his stylo
may simply be bsomse eome of the stories aro adaptations of tmmorous intey-~
ludus uased praviously in longer tcles, :

*The Groytriars Herald'’', tho sixth of tho Campanicn Papers, was no
doubt intendod to bo Soth c ha'penny bait to hook fish for tlic penny
"tagnet”, and ¢ fesler to deoide Just how much of n guod thing the Fronk
Riobords devotees were prepared to tuy ecoh weok. Bven {f mme makes a
ornioal disoant from the figiros of the pall and "Rarry “hoartoy ‘e olaim
tant 1t "woe launanod ot the urgent request of the "Magnet ' readers?,
thure onn be no gninsaying that tho damond for wmoro and moro Greyfriecrs
<708 thoro, 3But tho Kniscr ‘far wne in ita sooand year and in Fo 17 “"Harry"
soundod n varning about the papor situntion, Scmothing hod to go, cnd the
(6%¢ fcll an tho youngost and chonpost of tho family, Tho following wwok's
issuc apyoared with ~ notice of sispansion, ond tho promiac to re-apponr
in brizhter times, Short aa it wnas, this first run must have oonvinood
the omduotors of Fleetmny House 4hat they were on the right trnok, for
within two wmonths of the Armistioe %! paper vne brok as o hdly-ffedgod
member of the Mcanet® group,

“his seoond sarios lacked mioh of tho eppropriitanoas 02 choraotar
which maxrhed tho original varsiom, ond noitacr Ocw Conquost'e stories of
Jaok Drako at St t'inifrodfe nor a oontinual fiddiing about vith Lte make-

p savod 1% from an aarly gravo, It was Just ae Snevitable, I think, that
e helfpenny series would aleo have petered cut 32 it had beem allowed to
timue umroloated. The bosio idos, after nll, was to presmt ooge aftoer
8c of ohit~chot about Creyfriars, whlah was onjoynblo aacugh in a ehart
mubploacnt, but vae not strong enough to oarry a full-sizod wookly paper,
¢t woa impossiblo to dra': indcfinitoly on ¢ oapitnl of Riahards' ohaxvoter
Athout Prank to infuac thonm vith vitality in thoir patural sphore = tho
oqglob story, The damond for moro Crayfriars,”ac 1 havo sald, wns very
thore, but 14 108 o rethor moro digoriminating and intolligont davand
hen FA.A. Hinton imugAnod, 2Proof of this is afforded, I bollovo, by tho
longcr rur of "Thu lonuy Jopular,” "The Foany Fop" played somo gueer
ricks Ath its solseors=snd-pasto poliey tut it did give the gist or essen
f the ariginal yuras and we choerfully dofied myopia at tbe hands of its
fta vilo print to kecp reading it,

Still, I rczard the halfpanny eeriom of "Tho Croyfriars Rorald" with

aeffcotionoto cyo. Far me, it vas most appropriately named, for it
araldod mony yoars of antortalnmsmnt and emmead@mt vith its “staff", For |
bat ameritorious arvioco, I think tho loast I com do if I cver lay hards on
he clusivo No 1 1a to frame 1t,
i
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—— THAT OREADFUL MR REYNULDS —

*V%e are all children compered with Beynolds", ~— Charles Idokans.

"That most gory or senguinary ;lmtm aovellst, G,¥.K. Reynolde,,
wio perhaps did more herm 0 the rising generation of his time
than eny other writer®, ~ H, Chance Newtan, "Orime and the Prama"

Diokens was hardly the mmn to throw indisorimimate m?m about,
leaat of all to Reynolds, who had infurigted him by cnlmly "pinching" the
Plokwiak Club for a “Plokviok Adrood® widoh at ane time outeold the orig—
incl and se "we 6ll" ipaluded Bulwer Lyttom, Harrison Ainsworth, Wlikie
Collfnu, J.?, 8oith and Charles Dickens blmeelf, it is reasonable to gup-
pose that there muet have beem substantisl resscne for the oomplimant,
There "jre! “The Piok.iok Papers“, phanammnal success as it was, took
over ten years to gxvss a 40,000 male., The day-of-igsue sales of Roymold4
parte unfallingly topped 60,000 and in at least one oase = "Mary Price® -
ecared to 107,000, In addition, for nesrly half o oentury, thore was
year in and year out a bibliographioally bewildering deluge of Reznolds’
oditions in penny and halfpenny weokly wmmbers, & agnthly parta,
aoriale, paper sTappers and firll pudblishers' oloth pour from the Prossq
and 1in oompetitian with hia authorised editions bo woa pirated (and Torso
on a soals that would hovo ssnt Diokens, a fellow auffarar, into a frensy
Diokans'a ramar:, than, was Youndod on £aot, That of Chanoo Nocton roste
solody upon opinion, and thiere is only one way to test it — hy reading
the maligned author for oneself, The neiroomer t0 Raynolde 1s asared of
an entertaining end exoiting experience and oen calm any ethiocal qualme
with the reflection that if he has read of Sweeney Todd without aioocumbing
to the urge to 8ally forth and eut a throat, he w1l probably cmorge from,
80y, "The Mystorisa of London" with his morale intdot.

Coarge VAlliam Maoarthur Reynolds mist have besn a ommasiderable
dssappointment to the propagasdiste of the Hamilton Bdwarde type, who
loved to depiot the permy aroadful sutiiors as semi-1iterate wretches who,
in the intervsl betieen being bomn in the gutter and dying there, soribdbls
tueir aorawls on sorape of wrapping paper in the gln paleoce while' exisgtiny
on other saraps from the oook shiop, Be was born on Jaly 23, {814, the
son of 5ir George Reymolds, a post—oaptain in the Navy, and being destine
for the Army, eatered Sendhuret dn 1828. Nis fathor and mothar died
within a fgv months of saoch other end young George, now fallem heir to
| £12,000 {not 2120,000, as Mmtamne Sumers has it} quitted 3andhurst in
| 1830 to travel on the Contimeut. He olaimed at least onoe in later years
to have passod tho oxaminations neccesory to alify for a ocmmission,
but a8 he was only 13 vhen ho loft thc atory is poThaps mo bottor foundod
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thon *Reynolds's larspopor'e” subsequent promotion of the post-ceptain to
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admiral, In {835 he established himself in Paris as the proprietor of

& dally newspaper (in Euglisb), "Ths London and Paris Courier® snd of the
Livrairie des Etrcogere, and in the aame year foréshadowod his fiotianel
trand with "Tho Youthful Imposter", a novol sibsequently re-issucd under
the moro lurid titlo of "tho Parricide; or, A Youth's Carear of Crimo"”,
Thoeo venturoe gnvo him experianco at the cost of most of his capital
and by 4637 he was back in London as™Be editor of “The 0ld Mouthly

Magg zine", a post ho held for a oouple of years., His preoise aotivities
during the six or seven yeare following are rather vaguer than amo oauld
wieh, Thore is a stropg supposition that he wroto, anonymously, a mumber
of romanoes for Edward Lloyd, Thie is cortainly not improbable, tut it
is strango that no-une has been able to point to any of the Lloyd dreed-
fuls as being written in Roynolds' distinotive style, snd he vigorously
repudiatod the paternity of quite a number of them with which rumaur
wished to father him.

But ho did produoce a mumber of books, as well as being in oharge of
the foreign news seotlon of "The Daily Mopatoh® from 4840, ®Master
Pimothy ‘s Bookoasa”, whioh is oot as innoctious &3 the title emggeets,
ran througbh five editimes in four years. "“Grace Darling; or, The Heroine
of the Farn Islonds® must have made the Narthaminrlan fiahar-lass blink
more than a 1little at tho plot into vhich Beynolde interwove her heroie
reecues. "Plokviok Abrocd; or, The Tour in Franoe® brought him 2800 end
o firat-olaoo row with Charlos Diokans. Tho oreator of Sam Toller wos
dooply Snoengod b7 such catch~panny offorts as Edward Lloyd's "Penny
PilokwioX”¢t how mich more drritatod ho mst have boca by tho laudatory
pross notioos of this moro soricus rival, such as "Tha Sun's" " 'Plokxdck
Abroad’ 4s so well donc by G.V.X. Roynolds that wo miet warn Boz to look
4o Ws laurols." Correspondence bstweun the suthors seemed to petar owt
with tho real origiual rsduced to breathlessness by Reynolds' oool retort
that 14 had been open to hin to take Piokwlok abroad end as he had negleoc+
ted to do so it was his omn foult that it had beem Heynolds' destiny to
transport tho Plokriok Club to the Continent himsele,

Translatims of suoh an odd mixture as Faul de Kock's novels end
Viotor Bugo's poas, plus sswo ten books end inmumerablo artioles of hie
om in moat. of tho loading Jairncle had mado him a £igiro of sama note
by 1844, vhon ho doamo asgsooiatod with Goeorge Stiff and Gdorgo Yiokure
and #0 had his foct cct in tho path to hia final colcdrity,

Goorge Stiff achieved a certaln eminance of notariety in the throng
of poculiar oharaoters heunting tho pirlicus of Crub Street — no easy
task at eny period, and perticulaerly diffioult in those turtulent times
when the oheap periodicals were fighting for a foothold, He began with
wany disadvantages, of which an oveTveming regard for moral earuples Was
not one, as a pound-a-week Wood engraver of less than moderate ability,
as oon be roadily soon from his most ncoessible work, tho llustrations
to Viokorg® firat edition of 'Yhe ifystories of Landca" {or w.M. Clark's
1657 cdition, wdich wag storcotyped from Viemora'), Stiff, inapired by
tbe sucoocss of "The Pamlly Horald" and .mdotarred by the faot that ho
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had not the varblal two drowne to rubd together sst out @ have his
own woekly, "The Landon Jaurmal", Fis modue opwrandl was delightfully-
aimple, Ply-by=night aheets started up 4n all direstions at that time,
generally fingroal "on apec” by eame paper magmifacture or wholesaler who
vas wllling to %ak9 a obwice, Stiff found such a wholesale statiomer and
tolked him into givirg a nanth's aredit, Onoe the WAding journal prop-
rietor was ®into ide ribs™ the unfurtumate capiteliat was indeed on the
horma of a dilama. The only thing thet would send gtiff's Band to his
pooket was the bolddiff's hand on bls shoulder mnd, &n any oase, he just
oould not meet this obligntion, What was the oreditor to do — smt off
8tiff'e supplies, thereby olosing down his paper andplacing the dedt for
over boyand reolvary, or give him a little mxxre rope in the hope of
eventual settlammnt? fThe rupe had it, Heaven only Imows how even Stiff'p
Pleneibility eucoecded o far with a £irm whioh began to pester him for

t wben hias paper M1l was only 230, but he eventually oajoled hie

anta Claus of a wholesaler into buying him machinery and even into

building bim a blook of pramisss. Inoredible as it may sesm, this men
without a paxny in his pookest to begin with made not the slightest attempt
to settle until he bad run his indsbtedness to the fantastio total of
£13,000. From this pramising Vegimming, he went on to omtrol a auncder
of papers, and he dipposed of his first string, "the Landan Joureal®,
same years later for 224,000, This wns not quite what Farl Marxz had in
mind sben hs desoribed "the primitive aocumilation of ocapital”, tack it
was aocumnlaticn all right, and Stiff's methods ooculd hardly have been
more primitive. :

Such wae the aharaoter, then, who angaged Reynolds for the dusl task
of uriting "Phe Mysteries of Londm" and of editing *The Landon Journal”,
Trenalations of Bigene Sue's ramanoces were then great favourites as
serials in the cheaPer periodiocals, altbougb the Franehmsn doubtless felt
that the sdmiration aight well have been reinforoed by a little cash in
the way of royalties, and his murothon Myeterice of Paris® suggostod °
ite London ooutexpart, The story was a roaring suogess fram the start,
end as its 105 veerly mumders procesded the emtimsiasm mmnted, over
100,000 ooples a weck sold.

I have sn uneasy feel that & B,.S. Turmer's remarks about
Reynolds' worke in "Boye ™11 Be Boye" were based on ekimming through
"The Mysteries of London" alono rather then on sny extended study of hias
booka. They ere, in a “my, fair oammeut 1f that be ao, but by stressing
oertain faosts they oonvey a uite misleading impression. Reynolds
oertainly never hesitated to ocast the firet stone at any injustice or
evil to whinh he odjected and, as likely as not, he would follow it up
vith & fusillade of enytMing bard ad jazged which lay to bend, tut ¥
ooger readers didn't fight cutsids the navsdagote for his weeXly mmbders
to road kis interjeotions on tho moral obliguity of tbo aristoaracy, He
guvo ungrudgingly of ¢irills and omoitament, ohills and harrors, end the
oight tundred odd pagdoe of "Thc Hyatories of Londm® omntaln more value
for the sensation souker thon fifty modern ®thrillars®,
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#The London Jowrnal", however, began sedately and gave every indic- !
ation of staying that way, There was anly cne sure Wway of putting pep
into it, end Reynolda! superabtundent energy wes barnessed to a serial.
nfeusath, a highly Gothic version of the old legend - without asides or
interjections, Mr Turner - began in No 32, and within a fewVbeks the
circulation had shot up to the then recerd of 75,000, By ¥o 52 it had
topyed 120,000 and it continued to xise. Faust sold his soul to the dovi
for a good rwm, and be got it. His story went on in hefty instslmsats
uatil No 73, 18th July, 1848, but Reynolds wrote mo furtder serial for
the "Jownal®, It was hardly surprising that differences had arisen -
betwezn editor and proprietor and while G,W.M.R. rematined in charge wtil
the middle of August, he found relations so strained tbat he withdrew and
busied himself with launchiog h°s own weekly, "Reynalds's iiscelizny",
of which John Dick, sn cx-pews vemdor growa prosperous became publisher,
No 1 appeared in the first weok of November, 1846, with "Wagner: The Wehr
Wolf" - a self-axplanstory title - as the serisl and front-page draw.

Ths breck with Stiff was not a ciean cne. REynolds hed completed
the first series of "The Mysteries of London" and was under contract to
produce a second series in 104 numbers of which amly the sixth wee on
sale before his "Miscellany" appesred, Galling as the entanglemant muat
have been, hs wes a man of his word end he continued to write, Probity
and casidaration for his literary reputation alike forbtade any atiempt
to folst off fustian, snd the story stands as mute evidence that neither
Stiff nor the readers had cause for complaint,

Bow different it was with J.F., Smith, Reynolds' successor as chief
writer for "The London Jourmal® and hie closest rival im popularity.
Suith was in the aiddle of a serial when he im his turn quarrelled.with
Stiff. Be concluded a secret agreement with John Cassell to transfer his
ped to the exclusive uso of "Cassell's Illustrated Family Paper" and then
turned up as usual at Stiff!s office to write his weakly inetalment, to
which he gave a distinctly novel twist by gatdering ell hie charactors
on a Mississippi river steamboat — which he blew wp, cast and all. Hav-|
ing tbus "discharged" his liabilities, he mede sure that the copy would
appear Yy giving it direct into the hands of the printers, put cn his bat
and guietly vanished fram the scene.

"Reynolde ‘s Miscellany" was little more than half the 8ige of e
Iagdon Jowrnzl®, but its initial 30,000 copiee a week crept steadily
upvarde, and by the end of the third half.yesriy volume it was popular
enocugh for Reynolds to decide to exjsnd it to the eams size as its rival
sixteen 11" x 8" pages, in a new series of which the first number was to
be issued on 28th June, 1848, This developaspt gave rise to one of the
most incredible and uneavoury episodes in the chequered emowgh history of|
English journslism,

Beynalds had advertised widely that the new series would begia with
a serial by himeelf, "The Coral Iesland; or, The Heroditary Curse",and a
translation of Alphonse (amartinets "H{story of the CArondists"., The
first issue was printed bty Saturday, #4th June, and on that eveuning a
substantial number for despatch to Scotland were sent round to George
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Vickers, who cambdined wholessle distribtution with publishing for Stiff,
If the inception of "The Iondon Jowrnalh were not proof enough that laun-
ching a new paper was a light-hearted job in tbose days, what followed
should clinch the matter, George Stiff, who had been hurriedly furnished

with coples by his stooge, suddenly appeared at a printer's the same even|

ing, vowing that he ™would spend £1@00 to ruin Reynolds and the ‘iflecel-~
lany!" &nd demsnding to lmow whether he could have printed there 2 new
"publication in opposition to 'Reynolda's Miscellany'". Om the Monday

morning, work had not even begun, but on Tuesday morning, R7th June, Stiff

issued with Vickers as publisher "Reynolds's Magezine”,
¥hy "Reynolds's Magazine?" The explaration out-Stiffs Stiff. He
employed a stoker mamesd Atraham Reynolde, who wad unable to roed or write
and No. ) bore the imprint: "Printed by A. REINOLDS, 10 Vine-street,
Liquorpond-street", Could impudence go futher? It could - eand did!
George Reynolds' "Curel Island" was pirated under the title of "The
Mysteries of the Court of Naples", which gives an inkling of its nature.

No 1 of &tiff'e "Megazine" begen "Corral Island. A Tale. By the Bditorn),
a wretched affair set on "an island in a secluded quarter of North Amerieci"

and in which the hack who had grownd it out literally overnight kept rev-
erting absont-mindedly to the epelling "Coral®. Ossa was piled on Pelica
by the further inclusion of the first instalment of - yes! - lamsrtine's
"History of the Girondists", "lifted" from anothor trensletion, "The
Three Musketeers" nppeared as tho other serial, although it had been in
p¢rint in England for over three years, and the remainder of the paper was
filled with bits and pieces culled from the pending copy files of ““The
London Jourmal', To aid the anti-Reynolds front, the "Notices to Corres-
pondents" column was an extended study in scurrility. For example:
"A,B. X, - The only ladies connected with weelly periodical liter-
ature are ...(seven names given), The tale slluded to by you is

generally known in the literery world to be the production of #r,

Alexander®, (This was n swipe at "Cretna Grzen", by Susannah

Fraaces Reynolds, George's wife and herself a popular novelist).

"R.R, -~ There 18 no good book published on the 'lLaws Relative to

Mesters and Apprentices'." (Reynolds had just issued that title),

uG,R, - Yes; the gentlemen is a relation of Reynolds, the syy. It

was for some time believed that he himself wes a spy". (There was
probably no mors mzlignent smear that could have been used against

Reynolds, who wezs one of the Chertist leaders. Tipe Government's

P 8ples and secret agents drovo the working-class movements to

fury, und while there was a sgy named (or elias) Reynolds, hs wes

no relation of G.W.M.R's.)

Raynolds immsdiately issuod "in Address to the Public" in which he
fully exposed the ewindle end appealed ",.to the British Public whether
a more malignant, cowerdly end dishanourable attempt to supplant a popula)
publication and throw discredit on an autbor was ever made before." It
probably nsver was, and whilo Reynolds went to law with justifiable confis
ence, Stiff had other tricks and more filth up his sleeve.

(To ve concluded.)
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SOMETHING RICH — ARDS (contimued fram pege 16)

Buving defied ¥Mr, Quelch Yy splitting an Infinitive to emphesise
Beeuclerc's axcellence, I don't wvant to deal with the other characters in
such a way as to maske you think that I am simply ladling out sparlatives.
But it 1s difficult. The ehartmness of the Rookwood otories kept down the
nunber of effective perscanel as campared with St. Jim's, but as it wvas e |
full-sized school the author had to chalk in & crowd of background cher-
acters, Codar Creck had it both weys. The tales wereo sbort and cs it
was a dackswood villsge school Mr, Clifford bad to canfine himself to a
mere hapdful of characters whethor he 1iked it or not. The comcentrction
meant that each received the maxdmmz atteation, with fine results,

If you except Fatty Wymn, who was pre-Bunter auywgy and not an imit-
stion Owl, Chunky Todgors is as agreeable a membar of the bloeted tribe
g8 you will meet, Ee 1s likesble becauso he is never crudo or gross, =8
Trimble often 18, Ho 1s becreble because he nover gets out of hend to
wonopolise the stories., KXern Gunten, tho Swizz Pvillain", twirls his
moustache, us it were, but neither he nor Keller, hie jacknl, go in for
the sheer, wilful, gratuitous vAllainy that tho oarly Levison did. .
Hamilton seazed to lose his early beliof that a Chink who talks 1iko
Wishee and Washee in a Audsey pentamimo of "Al.addin" is fumny, and he
never explained how the incongruous Wun Lung contrived to get through the
Greyfriars entrance exam. But in Yon Chin, who also eharod the attributes
of Bret Harte's Heathan Chinee, he had a similer character who was quite
in kesping in the Thompson Valley and who was used to good advantsge.

Evan the staff was novel, with Miss Moadows in charge and Mr Climpay as
her shy, devoted right-hand,

Thers 18 one great advantago about the storlos, end that is tho
Canadian background, which had a tbreo-ways eff'oct. There was a roady
transition from school to adventure storios without having to drag the boy
off on such ramarkable holidays as tho English juniors enjoyed. Quite a
number of the plots are wique in ¥r. Bamilton!s repertoiro, whore duplic-
ation of idcas 1s not oxactly umknown, and as he is not tho man to let a
good idea go a-begging onco ho has got hold of it, it 1s ruklly interostir
to see how Cunada aodifies somo of his stock situations whon ho doss
produce thom. Besides, he was long past eny teething troubles as a writex.
In "Magnet"” No. 111, Smoop set the Famous Five and Bunter adrift in a bal-
loon, and it occypled one week, When CGumten did as much for Frank Richarc
and Co, they blew round Canada for week after week, and oomparisom of thit
pair of storiee or any other peir will verify that my claim that Ceder
Creek can vie with any other Hemilton series is not ill-founded.

The Fleetway House editors printed plenty of bad stories once, but
they were at least astute enough not to duplicate their errors, "Frank
Richards' Schooldsys® was reprinted in "The Popular®, "The Gem", "The Boyi'
Friend Li! " and "he Schoolboys' Owa Idbdrazy". That should make you
think - and I hope it will stimulete your @emory sufficiently for you to
obtain a few of the numerous copies available and remew acquaintance with
that rich and dalightful earioa. H.R.N.
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SHIPS AND SHOES
AP SBALING WAX
bty The Walrus

Disgruntled Note: It is surely a coincidence that Guy Raynor, who did
not believe in uplifting editorisls, wea a eingularly uneuccesaful editor}
fyually a coinciddnce, no doubt, is the fact that Bamilton Edwards, who
did, was a singularly successful one. Tbere seemsd to be nothing Edwurds
enjoyed more than to balance his cigar on the inkwell and give juvenile
smokers "the works''. Considering thet he was at cune with Ichabod Bronson|
the arcd-reformer of "The Belle of New York", it waen't in very good testd
for H.E. to alteruate crusades against lung corrosion in his papers with
hefty adverts for Cope's "Jap" cigarettes, This irritates as in two weys
It was using the prestige of the paper to bolster up for advertisement
Tovenus what the editorial condemed, and a packet of five "Japs!, complet:
with "mouthpleces" cost a penny. Looking regretfully at the cigerette in
uy hand, I fished cut paper and pencil and ascertained that it cost more
than eleven times as much as one of those "Japs", Verily, those must
have been the daye.
+ 0+ + o+ o+ o+ Y Y Y o+
Call Dr, Harvey: Spesldng of reformers reminds me of those moralistic
denouncers of the penny-dreadfuls who Blew thsir penny trumpets round the
wvalls of the fictional Jericho, but without seeing the walls tumdle.
Considering that the population at the middle of the last centwy was
anly about balf of the present totsl and that there wes a high degree of
illiteracy, the circulation of the penny number stories was amagingly
high. Indeed, some of them must have just zbout reached satwration point
James Greenwood, one of the above-menticned moralists (shush! he wrote
such yarns himself "on the side"), estimsted in "The Seven Curses of
(ondon® that over a quarter of a million specimens of what he called
hgallowe literaetwe" were sold weekly, and, for once, he was probubly
underestimsting when fulminnting egainst his pet eversion, James Lindrid-
g tJack Ramn: Sixteen-String Jack" sold 60,000 copies weekly in its
secord issue, and G.W.M. Reynolds and J,F, Suith topped this with many of
their stories, But the most surprising statemesnt on this circulation
question occurs in "The Trial of Jack Sheppard", ty Hleackley and Ellis,
which says: ©“Biward Viles's second and even more Successful romance,
"Black Bess; or the Xnight of the Road" ,,., had a circulstion of two
million copies a week in 1867, If the total hed been given in figures
one might have suppyosed that an extrs ®O¢ had sopehov crept in, dut no!
there it ie spelled out in full., I have a grest respect for both Horace
Bleacklay and 8,M. Ellis, who knew their low life exceudingly well, dbut I
eliould 1ike to sce some evidence for this statement — and sretty substan-
tial evidence, too. As thingp are, I could &s easily swallow BRlack Beas
herself ae that two aillian,
+++++++++;‘_+++++++++




Qﬁm_kg: I suppose T¥ brain isn't what it ought to be. Listen! An
elderly gentieman travelling on a London bus resroved the conductor for
shouting: "veatminIgter. WestminIster", ©It isa't VestminIster", said
the E.C, VIt is Weatmimster!" "Ch, aye!” retorted the conductor, "Then
what's tho W for?' WTit-Bits” printed that cver twaaty years ago, and it
has heunted me evar since because I‘just can't see vhere the fun comes in
Now my bd8te-noire has a mate, Both 9Story Paper Collector® and "C.D."

quote with apparent relish an extract from "The Caee of the Spiv's Sacretf!

b Actbony Persons (Sextan Blake Iibrary No. 225) — *The Baker Street
peir wore well knowa at Yard beadguarters, where for yaars they weat uy
in the 1ift, end ugae being sdmitted....® That's ths bit, and I supy,oss
zy acuter confréres must cse some point in it. Me, I'm stuck again,
Pleass, someona, explain the jole to me befors, in despair, I bogin to
sign myeslf —— 'THE MACWALRUS",

L R L T S AR . SR Sk R S S S R S S
Cell the Missing Persons Bureau: "Boya Will be Bys" stimulated a certain|
amaumt of interest in, amang other things, one of the old penny-number
romances, probebly because it quoted Montague Summers as sayhg: "The
Soctslist Girl! — pseudo~parnography". Now, I have thought « few times
that Summera included in "4 Gothic Bibliograghy" booke which he had not
sctuzlly seen aend of which he got the titles froa advertisecenis, other
title pages and publiashera' cataloguss, particularly with Brett and Hog-
erth House items, One would bardly think, though, that he would go so
f&r as to label in such a manner & book vhich ho had not rasd, yet if he
ever did see "Svcialist Girl" he seems to dbe the only collector who ever
has, I have been assured repeatedly that it was never ipsued. John
Medcreft bhad a theory that it wee projected ss the sequel to "Tha Mexzy
Wives of London" and was to give the further sdventures of laura Bell,
"the Socialiat Girl - eocialist in morals only". I have paddered that
sentence a fow times, wumdering if there was a dirty crack intanded and

I still haven't made up my mind, but we can let it pass. Juat what gave
John this idea, which I can't for the life of me fathom, he never bothere
to =ay. At least one early edition of "The Merry Wives"(1850) has "By
the Author of 'The Socialist Girl!'" on the title page, which seems a ¢
enough proof that tho series edhered to the natural progressioa of the
girl preceeding the wife, and I don't see why George Vickers, the puhlishl
should bother to mention a book which had never been published. I have
never seen any othor contemporary mention of it, either in the text or
the edvertieaments of Vickers! periodicals, and as Montague Suamere is -
dead, apgealing to him presents cerfain difficulties, ZHas anyune any
light to shed?

+ + + + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ 4
WANTED bty C. Armstrong, 11 Beach Parade, Geelong, Vic. Australia MAGNET
Nos 1 to S50, &d each offered for first 10 numbers,

WANTED by W=, Mcleyghlan, 25 Whitehill Rd,, Gurnbank by Bamilicn, (anark,
Nos 57500 of both MAGRPT and GEM at 44 each.

Don't rush for your duyplicates ~ the ads are frod a 1918 "Mugnet™.
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of probability which will, eoanar or later, knook the bottom out of his
vnrﬁ'rr of every writer's dream ~ the seriss shat goes on esd on and on - ¢
he haa to duckle down to the derreasingly eubtle taak of devising a gouth !
who is normal without being inaipid, while different withcut being a
oarioaturs. FPoor follow! No matter how coasoianticuesly he tsckles the
job, thers will gemerelly be mcws indication that his heart would rather
puraue another path. Rylton Oleaver, whose sobool atories etand high in
ny list of preferanoes emd whioh I cau-thoroughly reeamend to thoso vho
do not Imow them, affords a good example of this, As book follored book,
he oontented himsolf with an adequato but unelohorated oharaoterisatiam
of tho boya, His forp master, however, evidently seized hie imaginatfon
for he gredimslly corved and polished him with loving cere into a firet-
Tate aharacter.

Charlea Bamilton, of oourse, worked in the genre cn a adale and for
a period untguched by any other author. Ke ehows {indeed, he could not
have avolded/ a ganeral dovelogmanmt in all hle oharaoters from the gate
porters to the governors, but tbis particulnar problem of the horo he
tackled resolutely cn dozems of occasione. (noe or twieo, by deseign or
acoident, somn adult charastor ran avay with the story: in tho three
major serics of St. Jim'e, Groyfriays and Roakwoad, thera could be no
weeknoss vithout disaster. There was no disaster! W some of'the ome—
shot etories, there is no real reasan why the hero oculda™ He lifted
bodily Srom within one set of old grey Wwolle and éumpod dowm in another
without wduly inoaroding either tho recder or himsol?, The Big Three
were tailored to fit, as it vero, and aworgo as models of charaoctarisation

Thera ia perhaps one slight qualification needed in that lsgt para-
graphs V¥iap Tom Merry expected to last any ocngiderable time, or did the
author projeot him as of elmilar dimensions to Mark Darresn, Pat 0'Weil,
Clive Ruassell, Specs and a lmndred more, a likaly subjeot to endure for
three, six or twalve montha before won into the limbho of the lost?
It seams probadle. The Town Marry at Claver astories ware not as good
ae the sarlier St. Jim's tales in "Pluok", ond whoever daoided to blemd
the Terridble Throe and St. Jim's had evury reasan to omgratuloto himself
on impscasble judgerant, In any event, Martin 0liffomd rether stepped
off on the wrong foot with fom Merry, Ve oan dlsregard the faot that if
the boy bad bean as f2ull of Pink Pills, Furpls Pouders, Gresn Globulaes,
Cerise Syrup and Tangerine Tablets as sesms to be lmiy with his
antecedents, he was highly unlikely to have reached the age of fourteen
at a1}, moh less to reach it in vigorous health end ebounding enimal
gpirits, What is more to the point, although equelly beyond tde bounda
of probability, was that a boy rearcd as he had been, ocssetted end pam=
pered, mollycoddled and doted uvar by Misg Priscilla Fawoott, oould have
throm off so quickly her enncrvating influmoo and adjusted himsel? so
rapidly to the Iurly=turly of publio echool life and 8o tharoughly as to
take the load among the juolore almost immsdiately. It was all over in a
few woaks, except thot Mies Priscilla's amateur ph{atoking oropped up as
a otock jode for thirty—three yeare, end it was quite good fun.




This firet eacvammnt bardly gave Martin Clifford. time to get his
orchestra seated wvhen the Clavering Sulte wes aboved off his music estand
end the 8t. Jim'e Overture subetituted, 7T Merry's:velvet sult came
of the mothtells, but the charac risatiom of the Bero of the Shsll ae we
Jaov him can bardly de eaid to have .bsgm wtil ite unfortimete woarer -
vorked it off onto Figgins, ~After thie, and particularly at the end of
the few weeke it normmlly Yock a Bamilton charecter to achieve tbe jinion
captaincy, Tom was in the groove, in both of the usual figurative and
‘hep-cat® asanings, end he his run tbere eover asince, )

Conaidering how well we have nows him for over farty yeare, it is
surpriging how vagus we are about wbat Ne looks 1tks. Mr Eamilton haa
alvays refrained fram detailed perscmal descrigtion, contenting himself
with the mare than-adequate alternative of leeping the highlights illium-
inated by continuel reference. Evem po, "a sturdy junior®, "y eunny facef
and "curly hair® are not mich to go by. It.ie an even-maney chance. that
I can spot Harry Warton in a Qapman group, but Macdomald has me beaten
ooupletely, and I don't believe that anyane, with the oaption covered,
can eingle out 's fram the half.dopen agreeable enough faces of hie
pictures. But if the "Gea" artist is not auch help, poor Jimxy Silver
fares even worse, Raywsrd's rather untidy original Rookwood drevings
just won't resein in oy mind. No boy ever lived who remotoly reeambled.
a Vabefield illustration dut, despite my best endeavours, Silver ie to me
eternally a curvaceous cherub with a large head, amall bedy, no face €o
epoak of, end his limbs inserted in hie torsc at peculiar anglss. It e
disquieting at times, but, vhen I remamber what Wakefield could do #o a
girl's anatomy, I.find some oconsolatian in thinking that psrhaps Jimmy
Silver got off lightly,

e dra; s of course, had nothing to do with the euthor'e concep-
tion, which suffered from mo2e of the eeme haeineas. Fram start to :mmL
thare 1s no poseible chance of canfusdan. A rose is a rvse.is a rose, ae
Gertrude Steln pute it, and Toz MarTy ie Tom Marzy iz Tom Merry end Harry
\dartao 18 ..... well, finieh 1t for yourself. True, while there has
never beer a whisper that.Whartcn and Silver deviated from the marty line|
there has been cammgnt that the eldest of the trinity changed at least
aemo of his.epote, Eis age certainly weat up fram about. 144 to 18,, but
the background.wae extremely sbstchy in the early stories, and as: Martin
Clifford elaborated the detail until he must have bad the very bricks
oumbered, he had tb btring bis baro'e age ints ling vdth: that: to e expes
tediin the. Sheld.

More Lmpartantis the charge thaat Tom began as:a moat lighV-hearted
youngster --he was suraely not given that swmname for actding -.and.devel-
oped.into eamsthing of a eobersides: oppressed. by the cmree of office: -
There 1e a Mernsl of truth in this statammnt, but I thivk that ons.
srable factor has to be mch understreesed to make it. The storiem tbew-
selves changed. The majority of the early talee wers. themselves light-
5’%“' concentrated on house rivalry and jaying, witk.much.of the
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dialogue @sre back chat among the juniars. As Tom took a leading pert
mm Japcs and repurtee, he could mot Wit qgpear as bright.and.perky

"lipay®, almost . Then, as the cast enlarged eud more variety was
givan to the stories, thio sort of edullisnoe naturally receded, so the
gengral impression remins that Tomwas 2aned dovun. Nethartheless, if
the later stories in which the traditiomal theamse of rivalsry ere uged
are examinsd, 1t becomss pretty clear that the unity of characterisation
had a0t been disturbed, What had happaned was that Tom had been pushed
out of the limslight of ths early years towarde the wvinga, As for the
hollow trappings of pamp and power that have been supposed to hag-ride
him, either the reluctant imposition of diecipline hy the form captain
or dropping somecne from the team hy the gamas captain were favowite
padnts of departurs for stories at all three schools, and, as far asm
@AmeTY serves ae, Merry encountored no more truuble in this respect. than
either of his rivels. In partioular, I feel sure that Fugemnt's inclusioJl
or emolusion gave Whsrton a lot more €rouble than ever Mzmneris did at
8t, Jim's, although I grant you that the whimsies of the wnpredictable
Cardev probably bdalsnced the account, And that's how I rememder it -
as balanced!

Rot only did the stories chapge - so did the awthor, and I.don't
nean hy the introdustion of Geputy writers. Aas Mr Hamilton's writing
of the schoola hasg axtended over 35 years, that cen Dardly be-
at, but deepite the inevitable refinement imposed by time and developmect
Toa Merry ended in "The Gem" very mush as be began - the scrt of bhay
vhich eny one of us would have bean pleased to be,

That is more than I cap say of Barry whartan. St Jim's junion cap-
tais had his troudles, but without exception they came from some external
csuse, Most ef ¥harton's sprang from or wure.exacerbated .by internal
faults, Tom in the beginning bad to be rescued frum Mies Priscilla,
fiarry from himself, The (reyTfriars’' laad reoeived an wvnusually d
personal description on his first appearance - but in addition to the
usual well-built freme and handsome face we learned that "in the dark
oyes was a glint of suspicion and defiance", and he was in self-pravaked
trouble on the first page of the first stox-y Cnder &all the power of
leaderahip, the bigh prineipls, the athletic adility, there lurked always
a syparsengitive streak of pride and obetimacy. Used as a central
by Prank Richards, it gave rise to what ere probably the finest series
in the entire history of "The Magnet". The three most memorable, in whigt
Wartan digindestd $s himself because of misunderstanding a scrap of his
uncle's letter, his prolonged feud with Mr Quelch, and the Stacey stori
vere roughly equal length to some dosen or fifteen ordinary novels.
The vhole elaborate ure rested on the characterisation of one achoo
boy, end the unflagging intarest of the stories endorases that - let
Bmterts fuglemen blow their tin trumpets as they wish - the real tri
of "De Megnet? was the characterication of Barry Vhartan,

In betweon such stories, Frank Richardp' concantration oa other
aight have led, forgivably, to he Removited distinguishing trzits being




allaowed to slide out of sSght. Bis cxeftamaahip wvas to0 good for thia.
‘Mo resder could be wnawvare of tham, £or if it be by reaction to same
aslicious gide of Skimer's or to Sxithy's antrums, the tampsr, the
pride and ths obatinacy wvmre kept sufficiestly in view for it to came as
no swise if they suddenly dlossamed into the ¢amparily deminatiog
porucn of thair cwner’s nature. iR
Such a boy ie not a u&.nlyuubjoct to Yo imposed an, yet Vhartan
frequently is. Peter Haszeldens almost invariably weepe on Harry's meck
vhen his "sporting® proclivities have aired him., He sucoceeds in his un-
reasanadls danands because bs bie Marjorie's trother. Without that cogent
reaaon, there would be neitber sense sor reasca in the Baseldeme stories,
for he is not dsaling with Tom Merry , whose softer beart snd engaging
hshit of never suspecting a lie asde him & "sugkar” on sevaeral occasions
for Cutts and similar dirds of grey. But what adout Bmter? The Owl
snooped Wharton's grud, (Tied into his carrespandence, wedged into his tes
parties, tattled falsely about bim, and hooked cu like & bwr to hie balit
days for over thirty years. If the isolated Razalfens exploitaticas bang
entirely for credence on Harry's affection for the (2iff House girl, what
are wo to aabe of Bunter‘'s wholesals depredstions? I fear thet tho cnly
thing we can male of tham is to admit that Frank Richards just upuld have
Paater dragged into evary Megnet®, As a boy I prefezed *The Gan” to "Ths
Magnet"® because, amgng other things, I ﬂwud:t dare I sgy it?
there vas too mpch Buter in the Gxwyfriars paper, W.C.B, is a vestly
improvesl eharacter in the later etories, u].thwgh I still wiab ho Bad
brokem a leg or at 21l ovents dcne something occasimnally to Meep him ocut
of the plotwre for a few weels, And please note vhare the emphasis is,
Because Whartan in the last resort had to fit Greyfriars end not the °*'h‘°‘f
way round, it isn't aueh use eaying that this strange tolersnce of Bun
is a flaw in an otharwise perfect cheracterisation, dut I ean hardly prev-
ent the thought bovering around the edges of my mind,
Strange that so auch emghasis is put on Warton's darker attritutes
I swpose that we tabe the good things - of which he had plenty . for
granted in a school staxry heru, and thare is an uausual complexity, an
{ntaraingling of Muman fd.ung! with the fictimmally cammaner desirable
gualities in Whartos which, if not wique, ie emcsedingly rare, and which
certainly gripe the interest and imsgination,. It would have been 8o easy
to overpaint the grey streaks, tuwrning pride into errogance, impatience
into selfish abecrption, and teaper into mere pettiness. As far ss that
goes, it would have besa just as easy to over-colowr the good side, with
principle stressed into priggishness, and 8o cn. Mothing of the sort hap|
paned either Way. The character e artistically barmomious, complately
in proporticn, and tharefore e
Wsn Jimxy Silver appsared on ﬁn sosds in the 1916 "Boys' Friemd",
he cseded Tesuing from mo-ane, and 1sast of all from himself. “hocle
m-umwmmmxmmunwmu achool
fiction. The very nickname is an {ndication of this, and it is not with-
out eignificance that he is the only ocne of the trio to have an nftccti:n—
ate .-
8l




tandle %o his mame. Juck Blakey, in Ais bead 6oak-and-bottle-washer days,
was foad of saying, "Your Uncle Hlake is a big chief," dut none of his
atudy mates used the term - except in derision. Under no circummtances.
can I izagine anyons referring to Warm as "Uncls Barry®, and even with
Ton MeITy, who had much more in oommgn with ¢the Roolveod lsader, it still
sounds just eilly to say "Gncle Tom."

Lovell, Rady end Newooms were so exappeTated by the cool new boy's
successful refusal to be ejected from the end study in that first etory
thet they met with grunts and glares his asswunes that "I'm quite an egsj
chap to got an with." But he wae. There was an easy-going, philosophical
streak in Jimmy which marked him off as distinot fram Wharton and Merry,
Rookwood revived the house rivalry of 8t. Jim's, and the sparring with the
Moderns showed that this “philosophy” did act impair Silver's vivacity,
for he was then always on his toee. Bubt whem the junicra got into deeper
water and Lovell was prepared to Tush in where angele would have felt dis-
tinctly out of plece, Silver, with imparturbdable patience and tolerance,
offered gentle and restraining advioe. It mever got him anyvhere, as the
egregione Arthur &ihward dulled his way through juet the eame and, ovea if
with s sigh, Jimmy stuck tc his pig-headed psl.

I any sensible projoct, however, the lead was always very auch in
the lead, although he never seenad to work himself into the state of
virtuous indigpation that sometimes sffiicted Vhartan end, moreso, MerTy.
When the kmute were to be put down, Uocle James directed opersticms, but
with a @rin ca his face. Be would certainly have deen the moet plamsant
of the three to Jive with - sound as a bell, placid, and almost unf
good tespared. If I were pinned down to making a choice, I should have
edmit that as a fictional character Herry Whartan ie a beed tallar then
the others, that Tom Merzy's manifold attractions are bard to resist, dut
that for cheerful company I think Jimmy Si{lver besrs away the palm,

Fortunately, neither I nor you have to chocse ohe to the exclusion
of the others. That ia just as well, for anot only ie each one an out-
gtending character, tut each ig ineeparable fram hie school., Jimmy could
never replace Hsrry Wharton in the Greyiriers Ramove, Whartad and Lovell
could only end in mutual boyslanghter, while Tom Merry night at a pinch
squeese into Rookwood, altivugh to its dotriment, but would Cotally des
the balance of the Fancus Five. Jet us count ourselves fortumate, then,
that we have deffed the flying years in preserving fraon their ravages
our mamories and so many copies of the old papers. In them we can still
eajoy the blessed diversity of the three lade who, in the entire field of
boye® fiction, hold unchallengeable exinsnos ae¢ the lsading men.
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HOTE: "The Isading Men" is the first of a series of five articles.
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SUPPLEMERT 70 "THE OLD BOTS' 600K COLLECTQR*, Fo 1,

Six yeare 18 a laong timea to wvait between the hore.«d'cevre amd the main
dish, end those of us who had that foretaste of Fxank Richards' autobiog-
raphical style in the 1945 "Saturday Book" have been drooling ever since,
awaiting with more or less patience the lang-deferred Autoblography. Pub-
lished on 218t February, it was too late for inclusicn, btut the major pub
1lishing event of the year cannot be let go without menticm,

Like most deposits laid dowm by time, the book is in strata - a lay
of writing experiences, a elice of something else, them another course of
St. Jim's and Greyfriers, and so on., No stretum ie arid rock, for aridi
is a quality foreign to Frank Richards, although I was faintly gurpiisedt
to find that I grew so absorbed thet I read steadily on, exasperating my
family Yy suspending el activity wntil I finisbed the book at a sittiag,
without feeling any urge to skip Frank the globe-trotter to get to Frank
the author, Wuhick is eaying more than a little! If I skip it oow, it is
not from lack of appreciation. Bach of the miecellanseus chepters has its
charm, but this ia "The 0.B.B.C." s0 let us stick to the agenda,

The methods of autoblographers are as diveree as their persons. M"Al-
most aniy Autoblography', bty Chapwan Cohen, dovoted its pages to explaining
how its author's aind worked, with nery a word of his body, which aust
have played some part in his 1ife, Frank Richards is not as bdad as that,
thank goodness, but, like Iggdrasil, while hie trumk is here, he has no
earthly roots -- for the readar, anyway, Prank 15 sevemteen and seoks—
ing his avocation when he steps out of the first sentence. The man vho
has written so many millions of words about fictional boyhood has not cue
to say of bis own, Strangs! And as the fowmtain of the virtues is at thg
roots in more than Norse mythology, I feel the loss is double.

Tae avocation was soon found, and fortwnately for ws it was in writing.
There is an intemge fascination about this part of the story, which binds
together and amplifies the scattered details we have accmlstod during
recent yeare. The hwnter after early Hamiltoania will have new avenuss to
explore, aad we have for the first tims a comnnected account of the found-
ation of "The Gem" and "The lfgnet', and of their early history. "The
pushful Percy" Griffith may have had some poculier ideas at times, but
for the decision to amalgamste Tom Merry ead St. Jim’s, and for the inaug
uration of "The Magnet" he can be forgiven mch, Most readers will rec-
ognise John Nix Pentelow pearing througk the palisade of initials which
bars him from joining in the story, Not so mmny will knpow that B.J.D. of
Trapps, Holmes and Co. was Henry (rane, who bad plenty of peculiarities
of his own but evidently never ox ercised thea on Mr Richards.

Peotherthelese, the collector, as he reads on, will find himself becom-
ing reetive at the reticence. IFarly in 1945 the author told me: "About
the Autobiogrsphy, a good many difficulties have cropped up, pertly owing
to Frank being too frank, if I mgy so express it...Frank Richards deoes nof
feel dispossed to blot a single line of it: having taken Eotspur's advice
to heart, to 'tell the truth and shame the devilt.®. Other cowmeels have
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| prevailed. Mr. Richards now feels that he should divest bis amind of ran-
| cour and other destructive emotions, an attitude to which it 1s difficult
to feel wisympathatic, But the result is that we see nothing - or practic

ally podhing - gave frank serene and Frank unruffled, so thet while the

| book 18 certainly frunk Rickards it is an incamplete Fr=nk, And not only
| 18 the author incomplete: so i the history of his major achievements, the

twin papers, Be expleins the change fram his first treatment of his
disputes with Griffith and Hinton and of the "substitute! writers by ssy-
ing: "Be rather let himself go omn the subject ... all of which, reading
it over after the lapse of years, he has decided to delete, Wiy dwell on
unpleasant thingl" end "Thay have beon read Ly many friends, almost all of|
whom 18 of opinion that the locked drawer is the best place for them,"
Wy, oh vhy, did not Mr Richarde pander bis own dicta on the irreplaceable
freshness of an author's first rapid inspirstion, and that he himself had
written: "It bas always been one of owr author'e wealmesses that .... an
adverse word discouraged him unduly? Reluctance to dwell on things un-
pleasant is natwral: refusal %o do more than hint obliquely at actual and
important phases of the lives of both papers and author savours a little
of sugaring a history of the world ty suppressing references to famines,
vars and pestilences, Mr. Richards does give us his famine, although wi
out eaying how and Y%y whom it wes winecesearily prolonged, but he largely
evades hia wars, and of J.N.P. — whom bhe probedly regarded as his priva
and persanal pestilence - there ia but one muted whisper. The Autobiog-
raphy therefore inevitably loses muchk in dramatic content end - at least

»

ortion,

And so is this review becoming disproportionate, for the burden of my
last half-page has been not whet the book contains dut what it omits,
what it does contain is 190 pages of entrancing writing, of penetrating
pen portraits of personalities ranging from editors to gondoliers, of
humowr which, as in tho story of the American 2sdy “doing" Europe who near
ly "did" Frank in the process and the editorial "conforences" with Percy
Griffith, put me to the unusual experioncs of laughing aloud over a Yook,
and a miltitude of cmipently sensible observations on life,

One arrives at the last page with rogret. 60,000 words is so little
in which %o cram the experiences of so many buay years that the process of]
excision must heve given the uutbar more trouble than the writing, Janes
Agate got over the difficulty of a single volume autoblography bty "Bgo 1
followed Yy "Ego 2", "Ego S® and 80 to "Hgo 9", Agute wus the man who ha
never heard of Billy Bunter. Surely the man who created the Owl will not

| be swagped nine—ocns bty such an lgnaramus.

Pleses, Mr Richards, reduco the odds at least a little, and if you do

| not unlock that drawer, it will not really master. B.A. Hinton was quite

right in saying that we lapped up Frank Richards' lucubrations like milk
more than eirty yeers ago., We can still lap up lots more, )

And in proof of that, I con now road tho Autoblogropiiy through agaim,
not this time for analysis but for pure pleasure, g

?

T.K. =

[




ONE STEP NEARER!

These post-war years have been
lean times indeed for boys' period-
““;?Rys icals, and any attempt to

g reproduce in these pages the
SECRE & covers of the few firat issues

that have seen the light would be
greeted with well merited amasze-
ment, to say nothing of jeers. But
here is one No. 1 we ehall all
delight to welcome - the first
Gold Hawk Book, "Tom Merry's
Secret," with its No. 2 to bear {t
company, "Tom Merry's Rival."

I use Hamilton & Co.'s numbering
but it is not so much a No. 1 as
No. 18600-and-some, for to those of
us who sometimes bemoan the edit-
orial vagaries of "lThe Gem" and wonder what the yarns would
have been like if Martin Clifford had continued to write them
without interruption, this is surely the anawer. Those who
are still not reconciled to the loas of their weekly fare
can look at this new series, with its promise of two new
titles each month, and echo the words of the leading man in
"The Sorrows of Satan" - "“One step nearer'"”

And the step is a eubstantial and attractive one. The
Mandeville Books gave the St. Jim's juniors their first
post-war airing: they have become familiar friends, and
while one hopes that they will not now just disappsar, it is
obvious that they could never have been put out at the rate
theee paper-backs will be, Martin Clifford was quite right,
of course, in his opinion that it was the story that mattered
and not the covers, but paper-backs is rather a misnomer as
applied to these well-produced, 112 page books with their
varnished pictorial covers. We oldsters may have to look
twice before we recognise Gussy in his new three-colour
splendour, but as R.J. Macdonald takes over the illustrating
as from No 3. the last touch of reminiscent perfection will
be added, for the stories themselvee are told with every
walt of the old smooth charm. It is unlikely that any reader
will have overlooked the Gold Hawk Books but, just in case,
a descriptive leaflet cum order form is enclosed.

"PARTING IS SUCH SWEET SORROW"

("Romeo and Juliet,"” Act 2, Scene 2)
but an annual subscription will save you time and trouble,
as well as ensuring that you do receive "The 01ld Boys' Book
Collector." Future issues will have to be printed closely i
to order, and there is therefore no guarantee that it will |
be possible to supply late orders. If your sub. expires
with this number, please use the enclosed renewal form
before it slips your mind.
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GEORGE W. M. REYNOLDS
1814-1879

From a contemporary woodcut, c. 1855,

IN THE BAG — FOR FUTURE PRESENTATION.

*BEHIND THE SCENES®- by the Editor of ‘The Gem ‘' and * Magnet ' (C. M. DOWN)
C. H. CHAPMAN on ILLUSTRATING *THE MAGNET'’
Reminiscent articles by MICHAEL POOLE and CLIVE R. FENN
Dennis Richmond's series, ‘The Key Men,' ‘The Beaks,’ ‘The Freaks,’ ‘The Cads.'
+100 Years of the WIild Weste.' *L.CD.' - a revaluation of Sexton Blake.
'Study No. 1’ - Skinner, Stott and Snocop. *The Dixons’ - Brett and Hawke.
*Dawn’s Left Hand® - the pre-* Gem' Hamllton storles. *Tinker's Grandfather.’
*Coloured Countles and Coloured Covers.’ *lack’s Paper. ‘Tubby Halg-’
*The Fitst and the Best ' - St. Jim's. *Stand and Deliver - the highwaymen.
‘Too Much and Too Often " - some Hamilton characeers. *The Demon Barber.”
*No Ordinary Smith * - the Victorian sensationalist. *Greyfrlars Odditles.
‘Reprinting The Gem.’ ‘Gutter Genlus'- The amazing A.1. of Lloyd's, Prest.
* Buffalo Bill.' ‘Emmett v Brete.’ *Blood Merchants Supreme ' = the Aldine Co.
*Trial Canters'- the 4d. serles of 'The Gem * and ‘The Magnet.’ *Diek Turpin.”
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