


Page 2

Collectors’ Digest

FOUNDED in 1946 bty HERBERT LECKENBY
Price 2s. (Od.

e dnirini e e e ey P T ]

—

~ No. 234 JUNE 1966

A Worp
WITH

THE SKIPRER

[HE CLAIMS COF TIME

From one of our Australian
recders comes an interesting
suggestion., He is worried over
the future of our hobby as the
passing years gradually but inex-
orably claim our stalwarts and
take them from our midst. Even
in the past twelvemonth we have
lost a few of our most loyal and
most valued enthusiasts as they
were snatched away by the man with
the scythe. They live on in our
memories of them.

Cur Australian reader wonders
what will happen to our hobby, as
we know it to-day, when the rest
of us follow that inevitable path
to the other side. He has
noticed the young people who produce amateur "comic papers,"” and he
suggests that I invite some of them to contribute to Collectors' Digest,
thereby initiating them into the joys of Hamiltonia, Blakiana, Brcoks-
jena, and the like, and forming a nucleus who will carry on whern we are

gone.
Candidly, I think that my friend takes too sombre a view on the
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BILLY BUNTER'S

HOLIDAY

A FEAST OF FUN FOR EVERYONE

Here is the first Holiday Annual for 27 years.
It will be on sale everywhere in September
1966, We publish this picture of the cover

through tke kind courtesy of Mr. George Beal
of Odham's Press.
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THE 'BRITON'S OWN' LIBRARY [r:.::mtr'ld rrﬂn?_page 50)4a0

7. A Flight for Fortune 11, Dick Talbot ....s..

8. Who's for the King? 12, The Yellow Shadow

9, The Secret....... 15. Larks at Wyeminster

10, The Bully ...es. 14, For Outlaw, or King?

No author's names were given., Number 14 of the library was due to
appear on 27 October 1915 which, if the books were issued once a month
suggested that the run of the library was from September 1914 to
October 1915, (Number 14 was published, incidentally; I know a
collector who has a copy.)

In his article Herbert Leckenby suggested that many of the
stories in "The Boys' Own Library" were reprints. 'Larks at Wye-
minster' could be one such reprint. There are several references to
previous stories about the school which, from the titles given, do not
appear to be printed in the previous issues of the Library. There
are two German characters in the story, neither of which is a spy,
although one is a crook.

'Larks at Wyeminster' seems a fairly typical and quite readable
school story of the period. The light-hearted japing suggested by
title forms, in fact, only the first part of the story. The second
part is more dramatic with a plot of murder, attempted murder and
forgery. The heroes of the tale are Cuthbert Kettle and his comrades
Snope, Wiggins and Cosher of the Lower Fifth in the School House.
Their rivals in the school are Jarman and Co. of Benson's House.

Their rivals are Marmaduke Pye and Co. of Rye House Grammar School.
For about 60 pages they rag each other and the mastérs until Mr.
Duncan Ross "the well-known Scotland Yard detective" appears on the
scene. After that the plot thickens and crimes are more evident then
larks. All quite amusing though.

This is all the information that I can glean from my one battered
copy. [Iwo points interest me:-

1., Who wrote the story?

2. What happened on pages 1 to 4!

Can anyone help?
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FOR SALE: Chatterbox 1912, 7/6; Little Folks 1910, 1911, 6/6 each;:
Golden Annual for Girls 1925, 4/—; Sunshine 18098, 4/—. Postage and

packing extra.

S.a.e. first to:- Box 'Z' Collectors' Digest Office.
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