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WRITE TO ME ABOUT IT. PUBLICITY AND
ALL THAT:
In early

February, under
the heading "The
great Billy
Punter expost,"
a national news-
paper published
what purported
to be an inter-
view with Mr, W. 0. G. Lofts. He is quoted as giving "unshakeable
evidence that Billy Bunter was 'pinched' by Richards from another
suthor. The plain fact cannot be disputed at all."”

Comments of this type, made in newspapers, are unfortunate, to
put it mildly. Mr, Lofts tells us that he was misquoted for one
thing, and for another, he had no idea that the interview was to be
written up and published. 'There is a lesson for us all in the
matter - to keep a guard on our tongues if we discuss the hobby with
newspaper reporters. And the tetter known we are in the old boys'
book world, the greater is our responsibility.

In an excellent article, elsewhere in this issue, Mr. Roger
Jenkins mekes it convineingly clear that there is no proof at all
that Charles Hamilton did not actually invent the name of Billy
Bunter. . Mr. Hamilton often used names, over and over again, but his
early stories ere mainly lost in the mists of time.

Mr. Frank lay gives us an interesting piece of information. He
writes: "In the Boys' Journal, 1914, there is a story by Charles
Hamilton of Highcliffe School (not the Highcliffe we normally associ-
ate with C.H.) and one of the characters is Taffy Llewellyn," Mr.
Lay comments: "It does seem that if neither read the other's stories,
then they certainly lengthened the arm of coincidence somewhat,"

The strange thing about it all is that, when names are so easy to
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applauded at the conclusion of hig address. After very good reports
from toth the club librarians, Roger Jenkins and Bob Blythe, it was
stated by Len Packman that very few copies of the Sexton Blake cata-
logue were left for sale. He wer.t on to say that fresh facts and
figures had come to light and these would be given in Collectors'
Digest and an addenda would be published tc fit into the catalogue.

The election of officers for 1966 then took place. Two candi—
dates for chairman, Bill Lofts end Don Webbter, necessitated a poll.
Josie Packmsn was the scrutineer, and after both candidates had
addressed the meeting, it was announced that Bill Lofts had been
elected by 2 majority 5 votes, Then Don Webster proposed and Eric
Lawrence seconded a motion that the retiring chairman should finish
out the meeting in the chair. This was agreed to. Two new members
were present, B. Dennis from Bromley and M. King from Slough. Both
went home with good supplies of reading material and the latter also
took home a Sexton Blake catalogue and a copy of the Greyfriars
Prospectus.

Brian Doyle gave out that Odhsms will be publishing Billy
Bunter's Holiday Annual on September 1st, price 9/6d.

Thanks to Bill Gander, Brian read out the article in the Canadian
magazine, "Billy Bunter's last Gorge" by Dan Q'Neill.

The Greyfriars Prospectus Quiz, that the Leeds club sent for our
enjoyment was won by Don Webster; his prize a Bunter book. Bill
Hubbard's Hard Back Covers School's quiz was won by Brian Doyle. The
rest of the retiring officers of the club were re-elected en-bloc,
there being no other candidates.

The catering was first class, Josie, Eleanor and Alice doing a
very fine job.

One of the enjoyable features of these meetings is the many
enjoyable conversations that take place between all and sundry and on
this memorable occasion it was no exception.

The last item of the meeting was the playing over of the Floreat
Greyfriars record. Another very enjoyable feature. Then with the
usual votes of thanks, too mumerous to mentionm, it was time for call
over once again.

Next meeting at 40, Ellesmere Road, Dollis Hill, London, N.W.10.
Phone GLAdstone 8591 on Sunday, March 20th. Host Bob Blythe.

UNCLE BENJAMIN
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MERSEYSIDE
Meeting held Sunday, 13th February, 1966.

Tt was good to have the section almost back to full strength
after the cancellation of our January meeting due to illness., This
wes the first meeting we have ever been forced to cancel, but the 'flu
bug, etc., played absolute havoc in our ranks. So it was pleasing to
have an almost 100% turn-out at this meeting. The ever—faithful
George Riley again made the long trip from Barnsley.

Once again a shadow had been cast over the meeting. We had been
informed by his relatives that our esteemed colleague, John Farrell,
hed died in January, guite suddenly. John joined the section many
years ago, and it says much for his enthusiasm that he regularly
travelled from Wigan, in all kinds of weather, to enjoy the meetings
connected with the books he loved so well. He was never completely
well, and we all admired his courage, and his devotion to the hobby.
We last heard his voice at our Christmas meeting, when, too sick to
attend himself, he took the trouble of telephoning us to wish us well.
So another grievous blow has been suffered by this section and by the
OBBC. The Merseyside ranks grow even thinner with John's passing.
How we shall miss him.

We had quite a full programme of discussion and quizzes., Bert
Hamblett, who is quite an expert on film lore, provided a very enter-
taining quiz on screen detectives. This was won by the writer of these
notes who in turn gave a simple quiz on the names of some of the homes
of the school characters. George Riley won this by a whisker from Jim
Walsh.

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, 13th March.

ARTHUR HARKIS REMEMBERS

Mr. Harris writes: It is with a sense of deep shock that I learn
of the passing of Fremk Pettingell. Only at Christmas he wrote that he
wished we lived nearer.

His great interest was the old comics, znd when he discovered that
I took one he loved - Comic Home Journal - he was delighted, for he was
acquainted with nobody else who knew about it. A year or two back I
invited both he and Errest McKeag to dimner &t the Regent Palace Hotel,
and what an enjoyable evening it was! Frank delved into the days of
the old comics, and Ernest McKeag talked atout a magazine "The
Spindrift" he once edited. This is in the Hurris collection.
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