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A MERRY CHRISTMAS

The message of Christmas remains the same as
always - peace on earth, goodwill to men. Christ-
mas is unchanging. But circumstances change -
and people change. The approach to Christmas
seems vastly different to-day from what it was
when Danny was a child - fifty years ago - and
even a good many years later than that.

Christmas, long ago, was what we made it our-
selves, and much of the joy of Christmas was in the making of it. 1
am ignoring the abject poverty which we kmow existed in the England
of those times. That, at least, is something which is no longer
with us to-day - one of the changes for which we can be grateful.

But most of us — probably all of us - had reasonably comfortable
homes, where love and laughter were present. Money may have been
























































































THE (Interesting items from The

POSTMVMAN CALLED Editor's Letter—bag)

GEORGE SELLARS (Bheffield): Dear old Danny, how he does revive my memories of that
very eventful year of 1915, The Chaplin song (I have always remembered the tune and
words since I used to sing 1t as a boy.) Like Danny, I was very fond of the "Pictures®
in those days, and I still remember most of the stars, I used to visit the "pictures®
at least 3 times a week, These days ['ve not been for years,

(And the cinemas are closing down all over the country because we don't support them
any more, How disloyal can we get? Or are we just repulsed by the sex, smut, and
horrar? It!s worth making an exception for "That Darn Cat, which must be the
funniest since Chaplin, = ED.)

E, DAVEY (Christchurch): The Digest is a fabulous publication, Why didn't I get to
Know 1t years ago?

HANSON (Urmston): I am getting perturbed about our wishful thinking in getting
thrilled at possibilities of more old stories being published., Don't let!s kid our-
selves gny more, The only way to penetrate the taste of to-day would be to have Jjet-
propelled Harry Whartons and Bob Cherrys; Tom Merry and Figgins as planet rivals; 8t,
Frank'!s as a space school; the Skinners and Cos. as beat groups; Loder and his like as
leaders of great train robberies, etc,

I, for one, am not prepared to buy these new publications jJust to support what the
publishers do to help the sales, I walt Instead for the next Collectors' Digest Annual,

O.W, Wadham (New Zealand): The New Zealand Woman's Weekly has a circulation of over
200,000 copies a week, Some of its readers must remember the Magnet, and they must be
puzzled, In a recent issue mention is made of the Magnet reprint by Fleetway, but instead

of No, 1 the W.W. has printed No, 19 as the 1908 reissue,
Could this be prophetic? Was Magnet No, 19 anything special, and what was its title?

(Probably a misprint, No, 19 was "The CGreyfriars Challenge," = ED,)

FRANK SHAW (Liverpool): Danny, as you say, ls always correct about his dates, I wonder
does he recall an English comic in the kinemas called "Pimple,® 1 think he was on the
front of a comlic paper, Was it the grand old Funny Wonder? I remember Chaplin's first
appearance on a cover and still think Casey's Court, the storles of Cheerful Charlie Brown,
Handsome Harry, our office boy and the cross talks were good stuff for kids of our age,
But when we graduated to the Magnet, Gem, Penny Pop and Boys' Realm we found a grander
pasturage., Unlucky modern Kidsl

(Of course they were good for usl Danny mentions "Pimple” in this month!s extract, and
we fancy he has mentioned him before, We cannot say whether "Pimple" was ever in a comic
paper, but probably some readers will remember, =ED,)

E, THOMSON (Edinburgh): Danny certainly kept his Diary up to date, I remember all the
old silent films he mentions = Clutching Hand, Perils of Paullne, Silent Menace, Hooded
Terror, etc, all featuring lovely Pearl White, Another queen of the silent screen was
Ruth Roland, I forget the films this other favourite of mine played in, but how I enjoyed
those good old thrillers. Halecyon daysi

JOHN LOMAS (Regina, Canada): Collectors' Digest is indeed an outstanding magazine of
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interest for old boys like myself, and I get a kick out of reading facts and comments con-
tributed by its writers and readers, and up to the minute news on future publications of
school stories I so much enjoy,.

PE HANGER (Northampteon): I thought "The Grand Old Duke of York" editorial a fine
plece of writing, In view of all the frustrations you must feel on this subject, your
good humour does you great credit, With regard to H, Chapman's remarks about St, Frank's
boys in uniform, Could this refer to three S,0.L's in 19407 If I recall rightly, the
covers depicted boys in uniform, but this had nothing to do with the war, They were, in
fact, the Petticoat Rebellion series,
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QUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITION

The competition sheet 1s glven loose with the Christmas Number of Collectors' Digest,
It is a competition which featured in ANSWERS nearly slxty years ago, except that we are
only asking for two plctures to be solved, while ANSWERS had a series of them,

Jig=saw puzzles were all the rage at that time. Everybody was doing them, and,
according to report, people were paying as much as five guineas to purchase just one jig-
Sav.

In the competition we give you two plctures, The small picture plece of the flying
machine at the top 1s a missing part of each picture, Carefully cut out the separate
pieces of each of the plctures, making sure to keep the plctures separate. Then make up
your two jig-saw puzzles. FIlt the flying machine into one of the pictures. In the second
picture, leave the space blank where the flying machine should fit, When you have assem-
bled the two jig-saws, paste them on to a sheet of paper, add your name and address, and
post the sheet to the editor,

In Answers, they gave as a first prize a Rover motor-car worth £150, We cannot be
50 genercus, We shall award two prizes - the very latest William Book and the very latest
Agatha Christie to the two readers who submit the best efforts,

Even if you don't have a shot at the competition, we hope you will still enjoy your—
self with the jigsaws,
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LONDON REPQRT (continuet from page 30)..

Bob Blythe reported that 259 books were out on loan in his Nelson Lee section of the
library.

Roger Jenkins also reported good business In the Hamlltonian sectlon and stated that
all the "Populars" were now in new binding,

Mention was made of the Columbia 12 inch record about Frarnk Richards, We hope to
have a playing of this at the Cricklewood Christmas meeting,

Bill Lofts gave & talk on Sexton Blake and the author, Anthony Skene. This led up to
a general discussion on detectives, Thls feature took up the remalning time that was
available and with votes of thanks to the hosts and to W, Davan Neill of Hornchurch for
his generous gift to the Nelson Lee library, it was homeward bound for all of us.

Due to the indisposition of our Len Packman, to whom the best wishes of all who
attended the meeting go out to him in hospital, the December Christmas meeting will now
take place at the home of Bill and Marjorie Norris, 71, Olive Road, Cricklewood, London,
H;H.E,, phone GLAdstone 8148,0n Sunday 19th, Kindly let hosts know if attending so as
to faclilitate catering arrangements,

WANTED Chums Annuals before 1910, Reasonable price,

N, WOOD, 567 BADDOW ROAD, CHELIMSFORD,

FEalited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
Litho-duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York.



