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FOR

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX OF THE LATE BILL MARTIN'S
LIFETIME COLLECTION OF OLD BOYS! BOOKS

SALE

LOT 23 - Offers requested for

1 bound volume No. 6 of 1d
Marvels, comprising Nos. 231 to
257 inclusive. Good conditiom.

10T 24 - Offers requested for
1 bound volume No. 1 of 'The
Champion' with 354 pages. Good
condition but cover marked.

10T 27 - Offers requested for
94 loose copies of 'The
Boy's Friend' 3d Library,
Nos. 3 to 100 inclusive,
except Nos. 8, 19, 30 and 51
with covers except odd one,

I0T 25 - Offers requested for
3 large bound volumes »f
tNuggets' comprising 1 vol.
containing Nos. 169 te 210, 1
vol. year 1902 and 1 vol. year
1903. All good condition,

10T 28 - Offers requested for
64 loose copies of 'The Boy's
Friend' 3d Library, comprising:
36 Nos. in 100 to 200 range,
remainder above No, 200 - with
covers.

10T 26 - Offers requested for
16 individual book bound copies
of 'The Boy's Friend' 3d
Library - Nos. 36, 37, %9,

66, 73, 113, 116, 119, 135,
144, 146, 155, 160, 166, 169
and 182. All excellent
condition.

LOT 29 - Offers requested for
98 loose copies of 'The
Nugget Library' 1d paper backs
with covers, comprising Nos. 1
to 100 inclusive, except Nos.
19 and 20. Some well used.

PLEASE QUOTE LOT NUMBERS,

POSTAL OFFERS ONLY AT THIS
STAGE. NO CALLERS.

10T 30 - Offers requested for
50 loose copies of 'The
Nugget Library' 1d paper
backs, with covers, comprising
42 copies Nos. 101 to 150
except for eight missing, and
B copies above No. 150.

Executrix -

Mrs. I, Carpenter,
230 Watford Road,

Harrow,
Middx.
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publications. = ED,)

PETER HANGER (Northampton): Danny was better than ever last month, What it means to
those of that generation I can only begin to imagine, AU first I agreed with Roger
Jenkins about "Happy Family napes® = until 1 remembered that my favourite newsagent was
Mr, Readl

(My Sunday-school teacher's name was Mr, Dlable, = ED,)

Sodtor Blake Today

THE END OF AN FERA

We have reached the end of the line, The last of all the old boys' papers is
going. The Bexton Blake Library, which commenced its 1life way back fn another world,
the year 1915, will appear for the last time in mid=June 1963. The first story was
entitled "The Yellow Tiger." Appropriately enough, the last story will be entitled
"The Last Tiger,?

To mark the cccaslon, the editor of the Sexton Blake Library has collected
comments from authors, artists, and others associated with the grand cld perlodicals
down the years, and these will be a feature of the last two 1ssues, Our readers will
be anxious to obtain coples of these memorable issues, and we advise then to order
them at once, They will become real collectora! 1tems, especlally as the numbers to
be printed of these last 1ssues have, for scme unkncwn reason, been slashed, We doubt
very much whether the demand for these lssues can possibly be met, so order them, and
hope for the best.

And so dies the last of the grand old periodicals, 411 will feel Watmr with
Mr, W, Howard Baker, the S.B,L. Editor, al this time, for he has worked so hard
keep Sexton Blake in the shops,

In cur opinion, this ending was inevitable, the system of distribution being
what 1t 1s to=day, At present day prices, newsagents just cannot stock periodicals
in the hope that they may sell, Yet casual readers cannot possibly be obtained unless
pericdicals are on display, Without those casusl readers, many of whom would become
regular readers, there is no replacement for the natural wastage of old regular
readers as time passes, and so circulations mst fall.

We believe that a new weekly paper, republishing the best of all the old Union
Jack yarns, and priced say at 9d would have found a ready sale, But once again there
can be no ready sale of anything unless the newsagents have them on displaye

It 1s sad = Indeed fncredible = when one recalls the mammoth empire of old
boys' papers which the Amalgamated Press used to control, And now the last of the
few left in post-war years is going.

The final stories in the Bexton Blake Library, issued in mid=June, will be
"THE SOUND OF MURDER® by Martin Thomss; and "THE LAST TIGER" by W. 4. Ballinger.

*
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THE MAY NOVELS in the SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY

SEYTON

to avold death at the hands of a murderer determined
1o destroy the only witness to his crime before she
eould meet Sexton Blake, tock the girl from one in-
eredible adventure to another,

This 1s a well-written, exciting book with a
terrific climax = Blake at his most active best,

The characters are well=dravn and the story has
pace and tension, Most of the Interest 1s centred on
the main character = Doll Somers = an unusual heroine
for an 8.B.L. but one for whom the reader must feel
sympathy end affections

Reviewed Margaret Cooke
MURDER BY PROXY = No, 523 by Richard Willfans

A stirring tale of murder by remote control, an
underground crganisation to help refugees, = and the
cbscure workings of a woman's mind, Was the murder in
a jeweller's strong room committed to hide the identity
of the thief - or just sadism to cover a hoax? Nelther
Sexton Blake nor the Police knew; the jeweller thought
that he did, but the final revelation 15 a surprise
for the reader, The novel is well=planned and the
story has pace, mystery and plenty of action, The
dialogue 1s excellent, as 18 the characterization, A&
book to suit all lovers of the S.B.L. 0ld or new,

THE GIRL WHO BAW TOO MUCH = No. 524 by Desmond Reld

When the lonely imaginative Doll Somers witnessed
a murder on her way heme from a cinema, her day-dreans
became a prolcnged
nightomare, Her efforts

Both books have excellent covers and an Interesting THE Eml

selection of letters appear In the mallbag page at the
back of Hurder by Proxys

WO SAW

eerdeens  TOD MUCH

DON'T MISS:

Collectors' Digest Number Two Hundred.

Great Summer Double Number, A milegstone in our History.

Duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Bhambles, York,



