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Quirke series, the series that mearly all Nelson Lee followers insist
was the first story that was ever to come from his pen. Whether this
is true or not, it appeared when the Nelson Lee Library was enjoying
it's most successful period, and Brooks was allowed full scope for the
way he wrote the first class stories that were appearing weck after
week, A plot based on magic, mediums, witchcraft and such similar
trappings is not new in modern fiction, as witness the popularity of
the novels of Denis Wheatley, but it was certainly something new in
schoolboy fiction. The very great success of the Ezra Quirke series
must heve led the powers that be into thinking that a further Quirke
serics would result in an equally great success, and so in 1928
Quirke appeared on the scene again, but, alas, this series was & real
flop reminding the writer of a certain television series in which a
fomous and glamorous star suffered the same indignity. The series
failed for obvious reasons. Quirke had already been thoroughly ex-
posed and as a character was finished, once and for all time, and
could not be brought back to life again. And so Quirke hed to play
second fiddle to a haunted ca.tle, whereby the mystery which served
as the basis of the plot turned out to be rather a wishy-washy mess.
The failure of this series must be laid at the editor's chair, for
Brooks could hardly be expected to put life into a character who was
dead, but would not lie down. The evidence of this mistake was s¥ill
not enough for the editar, for in 1932 he had to try again, and once
more a pathetic Quirke strolled across the scene. Shame cn the editor
and sympathy for Brooks for trying to do the impossible. Nevertheless,
magic and its trimmings are always a good plot for a story, and so in
December of 1932 2 further attempt was made, but this time - mno Quirke.
The result, one of the best series that appeered in the Second New
Series.

The plot was to resclve round the nefarious activities of one
named Professor Nirki, a twentieth century sorcerer who lived and
practised his alleged arts in a small cottage situated in the heert
of the New Forest. As a character Nirki was pot such a brilliant
figure as Quirke or even the other two enemies of Lee who were
discussed in our two previous articles, Dacca and Captain Angel, but
the work that Nirid did and the effects he produced were frightening
to the ectreme and the story of Lee's tussle with Nirki resulted in a
very fine series. It is not the writerh proposal to give a full
description of the story as in the previous articles. Those readers
who have reed the series will know the story already and those who are
not interested in this article will not bother to read it any hov.







