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FOREWORD

Dear Fellow Collcctors,

Here's our Bigbth innual and the second to be produced by York
Duplicating Services., Quickly after the posting of last year's, compliments on

the way they had done their job began to pour in, I am sure all will agree they
have done it again,

Once again the problem has been to find reom for gll the material T
longed to get in, Despite the fact that there's more words than ever I did not
quite succeed. Uy apologics to those whose articles have had to be held over,

Words! In all we must be approaching the million mark, even though
the carly ones were much smaller,

¥y heartfelt thanks to all who have helped, and to all at home and
overseas, the old, ecld wish — "A Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year".

Yours very sincerely,
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A PARADOX TO END PARADOXES

In this Year of (race, nineteen hundred and fifty-four; I have made my
first acquaintance with the "Modern Boy". IMetaphorically, I have known him as a
chubby, harum-scarum schoolboy; then as a man running to seed and finally, sans
teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything, I have read, marked, learned, and
inwardly digested some hundreds of the stories and articles contained therein, It
has been a shattering experiencel

I have some to the conclusion that "Modern Boy" was the most remarkable
paper ever to reach the bookstalls. It is a real Collectors! Paradox. 1 repeat -
a Paradox. Very definitely not a Paradise.

For, though it irritates me intensely, it fascinates me and intrigues
me, I dislike it wvery much and like it & lot,.

Though it is heavily dated, with its pictures of peculiarly kite-like
aeroplanes, its articles on how to make crystal sets, its photographs of & very
boyish Prince of Wales, and its predictions of a big future for monster airships,
it is nevertheless as up-to-date as New Year, 1955.

It is a paper of staggering variety, and yet its everlasting sameness

THE DevELOPMENT OF THE 'MODERN BOY'
(awp TEE PAaRT TEAT CHARLES HAMILTON PLAYED IN IT)

by ERIC FAYNE

e e BT S e

lands one in the Doldrums of boredom.

Truly, a Paradox to end Paradoxes.

IT WOULD SUCCEED TO-DAY,

I regard the "llodern Boy'" as having appeared two decades ghead of its
time. It is the one old paper I know which would be a greater success in 1954
than 1% was in 1934,

A noisy, blatant periodical, more iypical of these raucous post-war
days than of the far guieter and more leisurely times in which it saw the light of
day. Hurtling aircraft scream scross every single issue; protesting motor-tyres
shriels their warnings of speed and death; the orash of rending steel fills the
alr with a cacophony of sound: monsters from space bring ferror and deshuction to
a petrified Barth: cannibals wall their war-chants continuously as they perform
the 'creep' round the cooking pots. The "Modern Boy'" even had scores of stories
told entirely in pictures - a system so delightful to the lazy, modern boy of 1954,

It was an untidy paper., Short articles, pictures, pithy paragraphs
and countlegs advertisements adorned every other page, so that the stories were
printed in chunks throughout the issues — after the style so beloved of American
publications, but go vexatious to English readers.
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Truly, "Modern Boy" had everything! At 1eést, everything that would
make it a success in 1954,

MEASURE OF SUCCESS

The first issue of "Modern Boy" appeared with the date, 6th February
1928, It was described as "The Most Up-to-date Boys! Paper in the World", The
first number had 36 pages, but a normal issue was of 32 pages, with Christmas
Numbers of 44,

What measure of success the paper had during its fairly long life it
is difficult to assess, The large number of advertisements which it carried for
a long time no doubt helped it on its way, but it is also safe to assume that
advertisers were assured of a reasonably large circulation,

When reviewing "Modern Boy" as a whole, it is easy to see that by
1937 its hey-day was past, In that year, the number of pages was reduced to 28,
apd advertisements grew less and less, On 19th February 1938, the paper re-
sbarted at No. 1, new series, but the new style publication was so fantastic that
one can hardly believe that its sponsors could really have expected much success,
It now consisted of 24 pages little smaller than those of the "Boys'! Friend",
which had died some ten years earlier. The quality of the paper seemed inferior,
and the covers were not particularly attractive. Always untidy, the "Modern Boy"
now became a veritable hotch—potch!

The "Modern Boy" had matured into a rather frowsy middle-aged man,
with thinning hair, pasty complexion, and drab clothes., These ultra—~large
igsues =~ with middle-age spread so apparent - continued for 24 numbers., Then
another change was made,

With No. 25 (new series) the size of the sheets was reduced to some-—
thing between that of the first series and the second, and the old paper limped
on its way.

AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING

Another year passed, and in August 1939 the announcement was made
that the paper was to resume its original size and style, and that the covers
would be printed in blue and orange, So the "Modern Boy" adopted corsets to hide
its protruding stomach, and dyed its hair and painted its face to hide the fact
that it was dead but wouldn't lie down - and with XNo, 78 (new_series) appeared in
yet another guise, Only a few more weeks wers left for ity and on the 14th
October 1939, the "lModern Boy" breathed his last, Once can assume that thers
were but few mourners at the funeral,

True, the war was then in its very early stages, but surely nobody
can have had any doubt that the paper had been dying since 1937, and would have
departed - war or no war!

COMPART SON

That may all sound rather callous and, indeed, harsh, for the paper
from first to last was wholesome and contained much that would appeal to boys of
an adventurous turn of mind, The "Modern Boy" struck one in early days as being
& somewhat rowdier, less sophisticated, happy-go-lucky younger brothsr of the
"Boys!'! Own Paper", The style; plus the advertisements, was distinctly similar,
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remarkably good, showing all the famous author's great skill for character

painting, impeccable atmosphere, and the working up of good plots to breathless
climaxes,

KING OF THE TSLANDS

The most outstanding series of all was, of course, that which told
of Ken King and his ketch, the "Dawn". No less than 209 stories of King of the
Islands were published in "Modern Boy"., I know of one man, at least, who is of
the fixed opinion that Charles Hamilton never created a more entrancing charac-
ter than Ken King,

Ken made his debut in No., 1, in a serial which was said to be
written by Sir Alan Cobham and Charles Hamilton. Probably Cobham's only connec-—
tion was the acceptance of a cheque in return for the use of his name - and the
name was splashed liberally over the Ken King stories during the first twenty
issues of Modern Boy,

MUSINGS ON KEN KING

The great drawback to & very long series on the South Seas must be
the inevitable samensss of the background, and the very limited scope available
to the author, The ever-present setting of coral islands, sun-drenched tropic
beaches, and wide uncharted seas is only too apt to become tedious. Beachcombers,
pearlers, and cannibals are pleasant in small doses, but tend to lose their charm
with much repetition,

That Charles Hamilton actually overcame these limitations is
proof of his unequalled genius, True - beachcombers, pearlers, and cannibals
did figure largely in the King stories. But, somehow, the author always managed
to introduce a new twist - a floating island, a wreched Spanish galleon, a mutiny
led by former faithful shipmates, a Chinese treasure-secker, a lackadaisiecal

scallywag turned sea-lawyer — and the result was most satisfying fare for the
most Jjaded palate.

BUNNY

A series of a character little known to-day consisted of twelve
stories published in 1930, about one, Bunny Hare, These yarns make interesting
reading, Though the Bunny stories contained little of the character work for
which the writer is famed, they were amusing and exciting, and carried the
reader to various places round the Mediterrancan Sea,

THE SCHOOL FOR SLACKHRS

Fascinating school stories of an unusual type — the School for
Slackers - appeared in 1934, There were 17 yarns to this series, and perhaps
the only eriticism that can be offered of them is that the new Headmaster never
really succeeded in his task,

No doubt this lack of accomplishment on his part was due to the
wish, by the author or the editor, to keep the series open for further yarns of
a& similar type to be azdded. But somehowy one ig left with the impression that
this live-wire Headmaster was peouliarly inefficient and spineless in his in-
ability to deal pemmanently with slacking schoolboys and with an antagonisgtic

colleague, Mr, Chard, I feel that the theme could have been more gsatisfactorily
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"THE PRISONERS OF THE CORAL CAVE", Ken King, kidnapped, finds himgelf in a cave
with other kidnapped men, among them the real Poynings.

"GUARDIANS OF THE CAVE", Kit Hudson rescues the prisoners of the cave, and the
false Poynings meets his just deserts,

"I'HE MYSTERY OF THE DERELICT". Ken meets a strange mystery of the sea - a
schooner under full sail, without any man apparently aboard,

"'HE SECRET OF THE SCHOONER"., The secret of the strange derelict is solved - a
savage Papuan is hidden therein,

"THE TRADER OF VANA-VANA", Another wicked Dutchman crosses swords with the boy
trader,

"FROM THE JAWS OF DEATH", More trouble with the Dutchman, but Ken is saved by
Sululo, a black man, ;

"CABIN BOY OF THE DAWN", Sululo becomes cabin-boy on the 'Dawn!, and rouses the
Jealousy of Koko, the Bo'sun,

"FOES OF THE DAWN'", Continuing the feud between Salulo and Koko,

"THE SECRET OF THE BANYAN", A mighty banyan-tree, hoary with age, holds a great
surprise for the shipmates of the 'Dawn'.

Third Series. Commenced in No, 103, (Late 1929),

"PEARLS AND PERIL", Ken picks up a man named Egan,

"A BID FOR A FORTUNE". Egan hides a great pearl in the hold of the 'Dawn'.

"I'HE SECRET OF THE 'DAWN'", Peter Parsons tries to buy the 'Dawn! — with its
hidden pearl,

"THE COOKY-BOY'S FIND", Danny, the native cooky-boy, finds the pearl and tries
to keep it,

"TROUBLESOME TREASURE". Dandy Peter kidnaps Ken King to force him to disclose
the whereabouts of the great pearl,

"KEN KING HITS BACK", Ken escapes from his captors, and returns the pearl to
its rightful owner.

Fourth Series, Commenced in No, 155, (1930).

"THE RETURN OF KING OF THE ISLANDS", The boy skipper in conflict with Barney
Hall, ruffian of the South Seas,

"SPECTRE OF THE SOUTH SEAS". A haunted bungalow on the island of Loya.

"THE MYSTERY ISLAND". Ken King supports Aileen Craye against Barney Hall,

"IN THE LAGOON OF LOYA", Well might Ken's heart thump when he hears the sudden
crack of a revolver, followed by shouts and yells of the Solomon Islanders,

"KIT HUDSON - MUTINEER", Hitherto the staunchest of friends, Ken and his ship-
mate come to the parting of the ways.

"HUNTERS OF THE SOUTH SEAS", 'You've been a good friend and shipmate to me,
Ken', said Kit Hudson, 'You don't know what it means to me %o be leaving the
old ketch, but — ', The split between the chums was complete.

"MASTER OF FUFA", Shall Ken set a course for his home port and leave Kit Hudson
marooned on the lonely coral island of Fufa? A tremendous decision for the
boy skipper,

"SHIPMATES OF THE DAWN". At last the ketch gets back its young Australisn mate -
to the joy of Ken and his dusky crew.

Fifth Series, Commenced in No. 186, (Late 1930),

"THE SOLOMON ISLANDER". Ken King at grips with a savage Yankee trader, BEzekiel
Horn.
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salvage of the *Crackerjack', and only the fat cocky-boy can solve the
mystery of the treasure,

"THE COOKY-BOY'S HAUL". Promoted from the galley to deep-sea diver, Danny
rifles Davy Jones! treasury. :

Eleventh Series. Commenced in No, 413, (1934).

"SOUTH SEAS SCALLYWAG". Ray Paget is the bad lad of the wild Pacific, And it's
Ken's job to tame him and to make a man of him, :

"KEN KING!'S RUNAWAY", The scallywag is ready to faae even hungry sharks to
escape from the !Dawn!,

"CANNIBALS OF KUA", The scallywag laughs at Ken's solemn warnings until the
cannibals gather him in for the cooking pots,

"HEAD-HUNTERS' LAIR", There's a wery real chance that Ken himpelf may 301n his
runaway deckhand in the cannibals! larder,

"ROGUE OF THE SOUTH SEAS", The scallywag gets into the clutches of Barney Hall,
the rogue, :

"DESERTER'S TRAIL", The scallywag deckhand has vanished, but Ken gets a clue to
his whereabouts, ' )
"KOKO, THE KANAKA", The giant bo'sun helps Ken to wring the truth out of Barncy

Hall,

"MUTINY ON.THE DAWN", A good joke, thought Ken, when the cooky-boy upended a
pall of garbage over the scallywag‘s heads, But it led to Mutiny.

"WRECKER OF THE PACIFIC", Xen is a prisoner on his own ship. And Ray Paget,
the scallywag, a mutineer, is recklessly determined ‘to pile the 'Dawn' on a
coral reef,

"SCALLYWAG'S LUCK", Ray Paget tricks the cooky=boy into playing the traitor,

"DANDY PETER'S CUTTER. With sails all set; Ken goes after the scallywag, who
has joined Dandy Pster.

"BEACHCOMBER OF UVUKA", A derelioct of the South Seas, Ray Paget would do any-
thing for money, It was Dandy Peter's money that made him tackle King of
the Islands,

"KEN KING'S MAN-HUNT", Dandy Peter's cutter is lost in the boundless Pacific,
But Ken is determined to find it and settle scores with the man who has
carried off Paget,

"STEALER OF MEN", The revelation of Dandy Peter's business at Dutchman's Island
comes as a stunning blow to scallywag Ray Paget, deserter from the 'Dawm!',
"DANDY PETER'S VENGEANCE", With every stitch of canvas set, Ken races across the
Paclflc, desperate to save Paget., He succeeds, and the scallywag gives

promise for the future.

Twelfth Series. Commenced in No, 6 (New series) (1928)

"KING OF THE ISLANDS", Sunset over the Pacific ~ the ketch !Dawn! lying be-
calmed off the uninhabited island of Kohu, Then came the Dutchman, Van Duck,
after a pearler's secret,

"THE BOY WITHOUT A NAME", Ken has picked up a strange refugee, a boy known only
as Peter, In some way Peter is connected with the story of a fabulous
quantity of pearls on Kohu, ;

"BULLY OF THE SUNDA", 'The days of piracy are dead = Van Duck will never dare to
attack us', declared Ken, But he had forgotten the lure of pearls.

"KEN KING HITS BACK", The boy skipper hands out rough justice to Barney Hall,
his old enemy.
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tea-table! Glancing at that selfsame cover as I write this, I must admit, al-
though I was rather hurt at the time, that there perhaps may have been some
slight justification for the paternal ire...it DOES look a little.,.er... '"penny-
dreadful-ish!" Anyway, I recall that after this unfortunate episode, I carefully
detached the covers from subsequent numbers of the Peter Flint series before
bringing them home! '

However, after sampling "The Skeleton Gang" I was left with no doubts
as to whether I should continue to expend the nimble copper upon future issues of
the "Nugget". The fast-moving plot concerned the activities of a jovial group
who conceived the rather original idea of inoculating millionaires with super-
virulent cancer viruses and then obligingly offering to supply an antidote at a
mere £30,000 per shot, Just as a precaution against unfair fee-cutting, the gang
first proceeded to kidnap all the eminent cancer specialists in the country...a
rather novel method of eliminating competition which left the unfortunate million-
aires with no choice of professional attention. The gang derived its title from
its eccentric habit of leaving a human skeleton on the scene of each kidnapping.
Just why this rather cumbersome kind of calling-card was used, the author did not
explain, However, when Inspector Bigham of Scotland Yard confessed himself
baffled, Peter Flint stepped in, and after several chapters of brillant thrust-
and-parry work he drew the case to a whirlwind conclusion, The Skeleton Gang was
apprehended, including one member who almost literally came to a sticky end when
he tangls? with one of Jack Nugget's light-hearted inventions, the Nugget Patent
Liguid Lizsieum (”pour it onto any floor-—-wood, brick, concrete or gtone=——and
it hardens into a beautiful 1inoleum"). The missing specialists were rescued
from durance vile and restored to the bosoms of their families, with the excep-
tion of one Professor Peterson, who unfortunately had to be ligquidated by the
gang and whose corpse was discovered bound to the crose on St. Giles' church in
Streatham., Recovery operations were somewhat hindered by the descent of a skele-
ton attached to a parachute dropped from the gang's monoplane. But all in all,
it was a triumph for the "Nugget's" new detective, Peter Flint was on the map!

The new !tec was no modest violet. This lightning combination of Sher-
lock Holmes and Superman regarded bushels solely as measures of weight; not re-
ceptacles for concealing the Flint luminesity. Neither did he suffer fools glad-
ly. Listen to this sample of conversation with the harassed Inspector Bighams

""You're .a fool and a fathead," said Peter Flint, "Nature obviously
intended you to be a dustman, or something in the navvy line, My dear fellow,
you are absolutely incapable of connected thought!""

"Inspector Bigham grunted, "I had an idea myself that the work of a
detective was conducive to thought," he observed defensively.

"Peter Flint snorted., "Connected thought, I said! I admit that the
Jjackasses from the Yard can think, but their minds are so mechanical that if two

and two do not happen to mske four in the stereotyped manner, their thoughts are
valueless!""

No wonder that the Yard got a little hot under the collar at Peter
Flint at frequent intervals! But even Inspector Bigham's eyes "gleamed with
reluctant admiration" at some of Flint's flights into the realms of deduction; as
in this excerpt from "The Black luseum's

"I have convinced myself of several facts, First, Michael Gripper was
not kidnapped foreibly, but left of his own accord; secondly, he disguised him-
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SCOREBOARD
ST, FRANKS
lst Innings 2nd Innings
HAMIITON Bowled H, Singh . v ol Bowled Field mMmmmmm“mNm“mmm”23
CHRISTINE Caught Ogilvy. Bowled H Slngh ..... T Bowled Field . TS - 10
PITT L.B.W, Bowled Field . s B Caught Todd, Buwled H,Slngh .12
TRAVERS Bowled Fleld.“mmmmmm” e SO 0 L Bowled Fleld - WA S
BOOTS Bowled H, Singh .. i e G Bowled H, SlnghzmmmmmmNmmmmmm 6
FULLWOOD Run Out . 4 o PR A0) Bowked H, SEngE .m0
: HANDFORTH Caught Brown, Bowled Wharton ....... il Bowlefl Hy STHTR :oumaumnmammmmmem O
DODD Bowled H, Singh .. Yy ) Bowliad 3 BingR oesemneninneiassioly
GREY Not Out ], e B Bowled WRAEHGN. ... .ottavsasnngm T
TREGELLIS=-WEST Bowled Cherry i Bowlad WHAEBOTL ....oosinmmsiisisiiasanaa O
GRESHAM Caught Llnley9 Bowled H. Slngh .4 NG SO, Brcrcoms st mapipiiaamis
EXTRAS i s .“mwmwmw..m_i o ks
TOTAL 5] &8
Fall of Wickets: Fall of Wickets:
A 2 3 4 5 BT 8D A 2 3 4. .5.6 % 5.9
9 19 24 42 53 69 69 81 85 29 29 38 42 42 42 46 51 55
Bowling:
0. M. Ry W, OF s SRR g SR We
H, Singh 12,3 2 38 5 10,2 3 27 5
Field 8 1 29 2 8 2 2% 3
Wharton 2 6} ] 1 3 (9} 10 2
Cherry 3 g 10 i 2 0} 5 0
GREYFRIARS
1lst Innings 2nd Innings
WHARTON Bowled GYesSham ......ocodimmimmme Bowled Dodd . i e

CEEERY Bowled Gresham ...
VEENON-SMITH Caught Handforth, Bowled.Dodd
BULL Caught Grey, Bowled Gresham .. i
BROWN Bowled Dodd . b
LINILEY Caught Chrlstlne, Bdwled Dodd
TODD L.B.W. Bowled Hamllton.mmmmmmmmmmmmm.
FIRLTD: DBowled CROEBEM .. .0 et
PENFOLD ~ Bowled Homd THON <.
OELILVY: Beowled Dodd .cocesseecmomstoss s
- HUBRREE-SINGH Not Qb . ammmamnimmiinmmm

Caught Grey, Bowled.Hmmﬂjon 49
Bowled Hamilton .. r—
Bowled Dodd - g st
Bowled Gresham pAE L] A
L.B, W, Bowled Gresham

Bowled Dodd . -

Caught Pitt, Bowled Hamlrkm
Caught Handforth Bowled Dodd
Caught T, West, Bowled Gresham...
Not Qut .. N R

ol et 'id;
LnL>4>4> a>a>u>n3c>¢=\ﬁ oo
Gt 0 % i B

g1 S G R T el S ,WZJ;
8
Fall of Wickets: Fall of Wickets:
2.2 3 4 5960 5 9 Ly 5.6 T 89
G 2 T 9 1222 41 54 60 20 31 33 39 43 61 7075 83
Bowling:
5} . R. We O. M. R. We
Gresham 10 2 25 4 8 1 22 3
Dodd 9 2 28 4 9 1 26 4
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More of the Man from Baker Street

THE SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE CONTINUES RESEARCH INTO BLAKIANA

e B oy LoEs ok C N T R

THE THIRD ANNUAL FEATURE
Compiled and Contributed
by the
MEMBERS OF THE SEXTON BLAKE CIRCLE

CONTENTS
A FEW NOTES FROM THE CHATRMAN . ... ... .. :
SUMMARY OF THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED TOQ Dﬂ?Eunmmmmmmmm: ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ " to help the newcomer
SEATON BLAKE STORIES OF s-

LEWIS JACKSON
ANDREW MURRAY

Notes The above-mentioned lists include all the authors' work in 'The Union
Jack' and the first two series of the !'Sexton Blake Library!, the titles being
especially annotated when the stories contain the expleits of such characters as,
Carlac and Kew, the Hon, John Lawless, Leon Kestrel and many more. The whole is
presented as a combined effort on the parts of Charlie Wright, Len Packman, Josie
Packman, Ben Whiter, Bill Lofts and Harry Homer,

SEXI'ON BLAKE AND SPORT by Ben Whiter

CAPPAIN DACK & CO, . .~~~ _An Appreciation by Bill Lofts
SOME LOOSE ENDS -
Sexton Blake wersus A.,J. Raffles,

The start of Dirk Dolland and Mr, Reece,
Sir Richard Losely and Lobangu by Rex Hardinge,

Compiled and commented on by Harry Homer

THE CORRIGENDA COLUMN e Complete to date (We hope!)

* X *

A FEW NOI'ES FROM THE CHATRMAN

Despité absence, illness and defection amongst our ranks, I am very happy
indeed once again to edit & joint contribution to the 'Annual! from our Sexton
Blake Cirecle,

From all that I hear and read, our sign at the top of a feature or on the
back of an envelope is now recognised far and wide among collectors and all who
love the Man From Baker Street as the hallmark of good, honest work as true and

































































































































































































