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BRIEF ACCOURT OF THE FIRST CIHAF;TEtRS"‘._ Sk
res ot St Hil's, uan olaction is taking

o L l'a% ’;ll‘ll(qefc‘h‘;;?;)f:tw:en Arithiur Talbot und EZldred Lacy. . Iu‘;gc‘:
:':7'):;:1?’;:{ t:"_cto’_;,* Hut aiiamvards rc:;iqn;;; h:_:‘i_s.Jegfglté?nbsgouffosuq:‘[rﬂ of

: ate Eldre cy aac is 5 s "o
menn jrot tl_nstlgl;_t‘::itﬁg fltgggnﬁ’%ryti:s rosition ol captalin, which Tc.l"b?t
< g Joggn‘:v; near, and Telhot's ehum Brooke, who oppesces L‘-‘Fig ’cz
B t'm’n of St. iKit’s, One morning tha Head discovers he‘ "f‘" c‘:'“..
iz c;"f:ao Ho\cnlls a meeting in tho ball, and Arihur Tallbot is c_\pf: j;
oeirrenlig £ the theft, He iz sent o Coveniry by the whole scheol excep
greaned 3[ den, and Greene, tiarcece chumns, who kelieve in Bis Jnnocs;;!cc,
e ok “qdcférmincd to srand Ly him, However, f;rt-hur Taibo? ¢_1’c\. cs
ey fram: St. Kit's, e jeaves the school by mnight, nnd. as -’”E :s
to run away tfrn- ;Jrldbe wirie spans tho piver he hears @ splash, fol.?w\.d
e Oyf".- for heip The ciryv is from the lips of Sctéh Biaci, @ & .'Irmp
oA wc:c & e ;{ bribed i)y Squirc Lucy (o clain Taibet us khis son. v‘.hcrz
oo bes :et? at Arihur is going to leave the school fie Knows that Blacf.
i hcar.;" ’dranc“ o his plans, so or {he night fhat Arthus leavos SE.
wlll b “S Ziro at:acks Black o ihe river-bank, and thern throws hiins
K:fs t’l‘:o vgatcr; Arthur Taibot, however; eventually saves Black frqn:z:
s tl - and takes him to thc sclicol For « whole day Seth Bltxc.':'_ I:g..
drawn n!"ous in one af the bed-rcoms. In ihe n{ght tho t_hrc(_: chums, 1y
uncons<;l Trimble anrnd Clecve, are instrumontal in recovering ihe doctor's
e "gne ; and ft is so proved that Arthur Talbot is rno _t.'.m:f’. Squire
swlc’})r’:aks,;;ﬂa‘thc schoo!, and is almosi successful in sifencing Seiti
g;:gk forever. Me Isfrusirated Ly Talbot, ond In endeavouring 2o escaps
meots with a terrli2ie accident, Atlast Seth Biack recovers consclouzncts"s.
and asks for Talbot, who telis klin that Squire Locy will bo dead v thoe
morning. (Now go on with tho siory.)

Scth Black Speaks Out. The boy’s heart heat at the thought. The sceret of tho

“Dead! What do you mean?” exclaimed Seth Black.

“He has met with an—an accident. He fell from a
amdow.” .

“And he is dying!” "

* He cannot live many hours longer.,

The ruffinn was silent for a few moments. :

“Then all is safe. But tell me, where was he? . What was
be duoe? What window did he fall from? One in this ‘ere
srhoni Y Y

Arthur Talbot nedded. A gleam of comprehension darted
irto the eyes of the rufSan. .

"1 anderstand, Master Talbot. ITo was coming here—
coming hiere to make sure that 1 never woko up to tell what
appeaed on the bridee.” )

Talhat did not speak, but Black needed no confirmation
of Lis suepicion. Iii« sunken eyes were blazing.

" Aud who stopped hint? How was

o1 raspected,™ said Telbot dowly. “T was on the waich.”

" You saved wy life a sccond thne.”

‘1 =ippose s0," .

" You—you cre sure he's past doing harm? Ie's
g as Satan,
B ack paviously. ?

"It is quite certain.  His Jimbs are shattered. 'The fall
= lernible one. The doctor says he cannot live out the
‘Then all is eafe.

Tue r-:-.i touched Talbot upon the arm, He understood,

he stopped? ™

! : ; 25 cun-
Yeou don't know him as I do,” caid Seth

®a
N

T e

You will come into your own now,

and nodde

"1 must gm now,”

ha zaid
yon

D Eron if you wish,?
by 5 o police know. Let them come and hcar what ¥
w2 mex U il the ruffiun cagerly. "1 sha'n’t fecl safo
l-~::“:‘l e wid -

very wel, The
Lre ghle o, epeak.”

ibenk you, Master Tallot! You'

D iy - 2laste ot You've Leen good ta me—

}»’n.‘d a1 desarve, I—I'vo be ’uund‘.z“ said Seth

Lie g it the first traces of foeling Talbot had ever seen

h‘b;“{’:"-] Uve been o ourd, Muxter Talbot, and you haye

s dyiers e arter what 1 didy” Bug 1 tel] you it will make
v“' ‘" no o me, '] M going 1o (urn oyer a new leaf when
LT out ol this, Yye bad my lesson, Master Talbot,”

M oglad o henr You fay s0 g
i~ o . Y &0, aid Arthar; nd ho
Frwud tie un’s hund ere Lie loft N, Yh A

Seh Blark aany back upon

gently. "I will come and see

y will be here as soon as they know you

iy ; his pillow. In (Lo ha d
";:".: ‘(:;_: !hﬁm “oae a change not wrought o) hy i"n;ﬂ!:
Red by h__:":..n-.gﬁ of the rpirit, Ile had, cg fio declared,
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ked awny with & wrink

! i inkle of thought on

Wic ’u-lnwny upre»s-'o.n in his eyes. Black knew hin

i »kIA'a\:’ bt learned it yet, bul hoe would learn it,
wye what hiy trye nzimo was; what hiy fathee
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silver Lox was about to be revesled. .

‘“Talbot, ol fellow ’—he looked up al tho sound  of
Brooke’s voice—'* T’m jolly glad!” said Brooke, for ahouk
the twentieth time that day. *It's ripping to have all that
cleared away, Talbot, and the truth known. When Iulhmk
that I was fool enough to doubt you for a moment—>

Taibot made a gesture.

“Don’t speak of that. Brooke.” .

"1 won’t, Whenever I think of it T want someone la kick
me hard—%} do, really.” -

Arthur emiled.

“But m glad I came round before the truth came aud
publicly,” said Brooke. **If T had waited for your inwe-
cence to be proved hefére I stood by you I should never
have dared to Jook you in the faco again.”

“You stood by.me when the whole college was against
me,” said Taibot. ** That is enough for me to remmember,
Brocke. That’s all T think about now.’

“It's jolly good of you to say so. There's one thing, I'm
not eaptain of St. Kit’s any longer.””

" Why’s that?” said Talbot quickly..
“T'm’going {o resign:’
:' Resign the ca taincy! Why?>

! Because it’s above my weight,” said Brooke cheerfuily.
**Because it belongs to you.”

Arthur Talbot. shook his head.

" Don’t do anything of the kind, Brooka. I
felt it keenly, giving up the captaincy of the school; Imt
that’s all over now. You aro captain, and you are a wand
one. I shall back you up for all I'ny worth.”

“I lmow you would, Talbot; all the same,
resign. I ehould have done it already but for what's going
on in tho house.” Brooke nodded his head in the dircction
of the Squire of Lynwood’s roony, and Talbot understood.
! Can’t have any bother about an eloction now, of course,
I ¢hall post wip my resignation next week.”

But——"

"

admit that [

I'm going ia

“And 1 .[m!cy you will bo re-elected unanimously,” eaid
Bgo?lk'?. Not o word, old chap; I've made up nty
mind.

And so0 it bad to be scltled.

Strange Nows,

“Where s het" 3

t was a low, faint voice from (ho sick-bed—the voice of
the Squire of Lynwood, strangely changed. The dacy,
powerlul tones of Rupert Lacy had sunk to a faint, (rewu-
lows mutler.

Death was stretehing cut its icy hand [lor thoe Squire of
Lynwooil.  Rupert Lacy had coma to the end of his Jife's
road, and, in dull pain and despair, was looking into the
darkness heyond, .

llo had etaked everything upon that last throw of tha

" THE SECRET SPELL]"™ l" 1 PLUGK.” 10,

A% A Thrilling Wuory <f the Adsentures

Mo Clerd, U1 Narman Codller,



—— et X TG VTY Betuasday, ld,

The gamns sran n]‘.j Butl even in those l
g 1

dice, anid he had last B oraka Him.
i could louic at

sa rd now (he passions that hna

‘ . saires cos - 75 .
1ast dark hours the squire’s coursgs did 1 O i i/ } P
{ha terriblo reality sritn an unls oring . 7

' oar Edito:

'rf’

voice. h
deny bim anything.

“Of Little enongh weight sesmy | i y —
'\,‘[“llj Bine.,  What vns name ::v“‘ \\l,'.,!_|]‘ :\,,(! lm;xuox. lo @ P
ynan abant lu)l)l!l!‘_s"' for ever inlo the Unluown: At ottess aNEAIa LS illbresssg i
“ Where 1s hed <5e . N heE
@y on want (o B s0cON: ' 2, Carmeclite House, Carmalite Bire 'an'. Lt
dyes, Send b fo om0 o - - ct, W
 I1is Lrother, undoubtedly, axid the {111_-,-:_1(-1.‘431. i3 dow “ONE OF THE fpow on,
“1e is in no fit stute to taile, but it is useless o Our old friead, H. Clarke 1lnt L3pn
W, )

He cannet survive the night.” wles of " Epees, the Twins &
cntered tho room. Tha lunie, ~amplete school tale !U(.;u

(':,,.'..

€ next fu

§£9“Deh ‘

Five minutes later Fldrad Liney o
prefect was looking pale and worn. The duny had boen a Mind sou got it.
dav of mizery and humilistion te him. s guilt was known “THE SECRIT «
thioughout the school, and it was only the squire’s precarions by Norman Collicr, is o Tt ‘T SrrLLm
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He had kept mainly to Liz own reom, hut when he left it O balo- deals: with - . by,
t sonl apoke to him. Even his own special cronies, ok b Qi v A very fascinaling . e
not & oM A T 11 : i hine  will follow the etranze adventu 12 8ibjees
3| | Dunn, who had backed hiim up in evers 1ing : A _the &t e . Atures of (b ot
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against Talbot, showed that they ho A 7 ) e . b
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whore. They lad no wori four him,
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dates of Lynwood; but,

Leen e to fee! his loneliness a

1lis Lrothiec's condition, too, \\)u:
he knew, he would sued eed to the ¢ s .
tn do the prefect justice, he was not thinking of that now.

His older brotier had been a Linil one o him, and in this your newsagent to-day. These
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Mo came quictly 2 3

to the hodside. The

sruire looked round,

’ﬂnl.‘ exprosiion of

his face showed that

1t was not lldred he

Yiad wished lo see.

At the, snne  time,

he was glad Lo sce §

his brother.

> Eldred '

“You wanted to
gca e, Rupert?”

“.No—yei—il isno
maatter, Yes, I wich

to. speak to you, B

Eldred, my  poor

feliow., Sit down.

and listen to whal I §
have to tell you."

Eldred took a seat §2
beside the bed. B

“You need nol g
retire,”  said  the B
squire, us the doctor
made a movement.
*“There is mnothing
in my affairs that @
will not be lknown
sson to the whole
world, and 1 wish,
too, to be able (o
testifly that Ildred
knew nothing."

The physician
nodded, and  re-
sumed bLis scat,

I came here Inst
night,’" said  the
squirc, in a low,
clear voice, “lo
finish the work I
began on the bridge
the other night—to
silence Seth Black.”

Eldred’'s lips
twitched. He had
known (hat  per-
fectly well, but he
understood that his
brother, who lad
forced him to com-
plicity in the terrible
plot, wished to
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