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you to ask of me, sir.,” “Arthur, my Boy——

Talbot remains at St. Kit's.

B . . - - ‘{I
5 it,” caid Talbot, with a bitter smile. °
“T w nswer it said Talbot. with ol e
i did £ot harm Seth Dlack Jven  if nad e
intensciy, even if I had bear mx_nﬁ.":..:ﬁ&.. .
’ possibility tkat he was my father have prevented m

Irom rcising my hand against him.”

“l w ire of it. 1 ? - : B
= matter of fact, B hiad ceased his demands,
s anxious to help me to get riznt at the school, and
| to remain here—at least, so he had told me at our lgxs: meet-
! ing. I never saw him on the bridge at all. M:."hrst sight
| of him was in the water, \".here he had been hurled by the
man he met there secretly.”

*1 know it. I believe you—I bLeliove you! It has been
Buggested to me—"' L e

“ By@Squire Lacy ¢ asked Talbot, with quick intuition.

The Ilead did not reply.

Arthur Talbot burst into o
humorous that the man who had
ghould have put this idea into tho doctor’s head.

“L hardly expected that,” sajd Talbot., “ However, I
sesure you on that point. I saved Seth Black's life, but L
was not the one to put it in danger,” '

The dector held out his hand,

*“Forgive me, my boy, for allowing the thought to cross
my mind for a moment.” You would forgive me freely if you
knew the misery it has caused me.""

Talbot's face softened, But ke did not take the out-
ttrelched hand. *

“I cannot take your hand, sir, while
of 2 theft,” he said quietly. ““ Don't
But for you I should have grown u

owe everything to you. - Buf——

:I"hl- Mead Inoled him straizht in the eyes.

:You ure right, Arthur, Rut I do not believe you Lo be
gml!]y of that theft.” B

Talbot gavo a joyful start,

:: %)octor e

[t is true. T have been shakon in my faith in y
admil. jt, but—byt [ cannot believe you yu}lty.'l’ h i you. T
:\r(hur Tulbot gripped the doct

or's hand,
‘ Thank you, sir, for those words, They will
tomfort 10 me, f

wherever I muy go. Upon

bonour, I am innocent "

"I believe you—1I beliove

be able to prove it.
Tulnnt ehﬁ!k his Lead,
“Impoai e, The echool belioves me guilty. Heardly ha

2 dozen boys have [aith in me. ] cunnot i’vmn'in as a p.'nfi:}lh—l—E

n

As an outeast, cut by the school, sent to Coventry
* You will Jive it down.” ' ¥

“*A thing like that caunod be liveq
quietly. “Tharg js only ong thing l‘h'

for me 1o remain ot St Kit's. and that js the discovery of the

- MNEXT.. . “BRIAN DONOCHUE’S CHRISTMAS." ,
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laugh. Tt seemed grimly
attempted Seth Black's life

you Lelieve me guilty
think mo ungrateful.
pa begzgar and an outcast,

at least bo a
my soul and

youw. Ileaven

rranl that w t
But sion o I ut wo wmay

will remain?”

down,” said Tallot
at can junko it possible

BERISF ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST o
Nugent arrives at St Kit's,
tha schoo! between Arthur Tar,
buz
instigated by Eidred Locy ang
con aflorthe elaction for the

acated, draws near, and Talbot's chum &

£8S VaCe T St, iKit's.

- £50C. He cails a meeing in the kall
EOHEET O s Thoft. :

oS 3 aih the carpet; but Ar.hur:lcclnreg heo is

hidde 'ﬂ,l;’;,.r;.eb‘\- thewhole school excapt Nugens &

Hur Talbot aoccides to

ive wcars @ splash, follewed by

frh:,e ’-':‘,:'; ;"?:nf‘ Soth Ziack, a tramp vwho has
o airs Talbot s hls son.
:on:‘gaclf’:(z-;"licn.‘\'nc)VS ihat Black_vylll Le a
218 S that Arihur icaves St. Kit's the Squlra attaec
P throws him Intoitho
S saves Slack irom drown na and takes him ¢
c:-vg:r:::{/:{.'ng the Sguire of Lynwood rides up to
During <heir conversation the Squire 1ints to Dp. o,
;‘h—.\p":’:ack upon Seth Black, suspicion rests upon Talhot, ape
ot nain at the scihool.
f.;.‘is..'.::r::ilghfng about the altack upon Seth Alac
thing to Qo with Hinging him into the rivor.
weil as « thiet? " sald the lad bitterly.
ke (Moww go oni with the story.)
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in iiis innccerce, anu w0 ar

Wihen Lacy hears that Arthur is
hindrance to his

ks Blocck o,
Arthup Talbo’t', houven

© Schegy, 7’.

water,

o tA
St Kit's 35
Kent, tha

the

Taibot, andask:’:h';',',

o3 ey or‘l:rhctherho g
na empted as

‘12 is a question Incverse‘;‘p?:.::

The doctorinterviews

rascal who robbed your
studs”
“That may come.”
““I hope so. But, in the meantime, T cannot stay bero
“I will be frank with vou, Talbot.. Yeu must remain |
have answered for you to Squire Lacy,” zaid ths Heay,

Talbot started violently. K .
“What do yoa mean? Doos Squire Lacy wish me

Pres

desk and placed the notey i Ty

remain?
“* He insists upon'it.”™
**How? Whyi”

“ Because ho cannot regard you as clear offmpi.(:h:n utti]
Black recovers and gives the name of bis assailant, s\-:&u::!
Head gravely. “I: is his duty az a magxstre_!e. :\ﬁhfr. R
I had net promised [or you, he would heve spoken :o:la_':‘f. v
Legge, and you would have been datained on suspicic

** 8o Squire Lacy wishes me to remain at St Kit's.

Talbot spoko almost dazedly. . o

“hat had caused <o eudden and complete a “h-m."“‘,_'i.f

Whe - S 1 he squire's ol
squire's pluns? What couwld possibly be ] g E}d«:i g
for this? He had plotted and schemed mpt el i
drive Talbot from thq school ; now }T 'h_nd ‘x)'; tebis ey
to kegp him there. What wu.s”the solution o

“You will romain, To.lb:l)t; J——— siid

" ““If you have answered for ms, el
Arthur. At least, until Seth Blazclk rﬁ:-:;thu T o
ciently to denounce his asssilant. I confes
in the least fathom Squire Lacy's motive.
‘“ His duty as a magistrate.
Talbot smiled. o
: resent.

“Well, Ishall remain, then, forf”;:-\li‘:f. .

The Head drew a deep breath o intarval soniathi

‘“And I hope, Talbot, that in th‘;c"“., it
coms to light tu prove your innece "o plainly to
firmly believe in 1t now. I fvh'-l}“ \‘; always bean b
school. Airthur, my lad, you ha have faced ot
stomll.ast; you can [aco this as you

T
cu.lxllt-;‘vm iy t0, sit.” —

“You will find your positio 2,
are already somo of the d*;.‘,";
declaration \\'i}ll carry welgit.

' Undoubtedly. . ient sread 1he 100

“ For the rest, you muat be Patit: o, quitted 10 T

After a few more worcl?. [.- AR reﬂ"""“"'o ol the 32
etudy. Ie had plenty o 1o It was nsoloss
chango of plan was u surprm-r‘__(‘“,‘\rvd u;.tx! Suld
anything of what had been diseoie re would G
proofs to give. Ilis suspicion & TE i, 1o Celass e
unuttered until Seth Black inz out of thelf Joctor ®
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4 Rtake 1 heard that you had left the

ol" &8 '
& s and Taibot l]"lv'{tx,
: ¢ ek, W secins.
} Lney lpo=n't 1
D Lo may as well speal out.
°

ek, 3E 700 eatd Rake, *'you
his medaite e
W hat @ l\,ﬂ.‘\\.“m{]\n-!;.) 1lead going o let you stop at
> ing vy

v P ‘lfn) i i
H-";":t:llv\'_' bet :r.gi:;;ghtl:s“;x\t‘uk to a thiel,” f:\id ]]n:\:\\'(md.
wWol .r;:.\aﬂ;’ l‘):r("},(;“‘ fmlixxf.;f:“'g"?tll)\)t. you'd clear!
4 !1(.:1_{;?1";"1‘;5;‘,?;:‘?(.i;‘lu{ x:‘d" _nx,‘-‘. t.w_o on !l.g\ t .~:~.1:{c:~l,"ﬂ]‘1ﬂo‘ ﬁiidl‘
- I,d lt Cepect sou {0 heliewe in my innocence, though

But no fellow zhail call me a

3 e long. A
t befe That's o warn-

a to provO b ~ woeirrht of my arm,
b»c.r; “hr)n‘.ut feeling tha weigl =
it .. . .
gl o mockingly. W ith o many of his cronies
i to the task of defying the outcist,
1 every hand waa inrned. -
a spade,” he said, “and a thiel a
;. nllyi Talbot, That's
et o oo your irving ]).n"_“!ﬂ{!, ] o) at's
Ang-::,r,.?:,';!lmll\' a whole Form. You can tall about
Kd'(.;-n-m if vou like, but we know very well what you

ing! ¢ 11 1
1 % jaugh
IJ",‘IFV}\{‘:: he fph- t'(l"}:{\_
’;'n-bhmul against W 9,."
e woll, 1 enll a spade
il
o £
"Ollf“lnn
":’l‘-:‘lyo' stepped (om:rds him,

&ind what am 1T :

"\”2];1; “’T"‘ eves made Haywood wish that he had not

'l;“c -,;i:nxclf quite s prominent. Dut it wae iR et
made -
yetreat now.

VA tlessed <« And you know it

{hief!” he relorted.

1"
Hefﬁl’&ﬁéid not obey the latter injunction. .-
Tlaywood's .guard did not save him much, and a swift
yight-hander from Talbot sent him reeling and rolling among
1 dogs of the Sixth. :
Taltot's eyee blazed as he locked ot the rest. .
“1f anvone elso chooses 1o repeat Haywood's words, there’s
{he same ready for him ! he <aid savagely.
No reply was made to that challenge. ¥ )
“You have made up your mind that 1 am guilty,” said
Talbot, after a pause. **1f I were a thief, I shouldn’t be fit
10 be touched, o you're Tight in sending me to Coventry, if
| you beliove me guilty. 1 can see that all right. But ron
lnicht have waited a little; you might have had a little inore
foth in a chap who always played the game. But never
nird. Go your own way, and 1'll go mine. 1 usk nothing of
any of you,  Let me alone; that's all 1 want, and that's what
I mean 4o have.”
He atrode away to his study. §
A .;'l:“”v‘. and he doczn’t spake as il he was guilty I”” muitered

! arwood stopgered to his feci.

T

W ;l:\ nice lot you are not to back me up,” he said savagels.
Plucky lot, 10 let one chap bully you!”
Ob,"rats " enid Flinn. m’

Bk foerone: “I'm not going 1o fight your

liven if he's guilty, 1 don’t see why you

«hoy 3 » AR s Y. ¥

nbloa‘;l:d l’;;:‘:um. ,A"d I've got my doubis about it, and that's

s "? never quite helieve 1hiat Talbot had the inonoy.”

;ndica.'ﬂj‘u(' was a murnur from some of the Sixth which
*ed that Flinn was not quite alone in his opinion.

§ “ A Farm In Cav
H; Nogont v A i
wd .v.‘h‘i,-m?m’d over his desk in the Fourth Form class-room
‘ l.,f\'ugc;{rtx!"\"d to Pat.  Pat did not turn his head.
5t Nugent?
v Meary, h:;lr’meg:“h}mre on his beok, and Lo did not
...l":ll‘\.}t, hisper.  Blane nudged Ilooper, who sat
ANy ’ .
ot e Vi epenting to i,
Put o S oPCnt, B
* Nugey 1Y sile
LY o

r:‘m: is epeaking to you.”

3¢S travelle
Chane g :{'n\'mg ‘},,.,(‘!.,':IO"B the class,

\ o 3, und was il :

frm Mea by ‘),(.'r' (i{'.t'
e i) jone, weppty ¢! repeated thio Form master, i
hﬁln:‘\‘::“’i’,'“hwl.l"}"‘" any more whispering the whoa

. Lt fop KV :
¥ Ny while; but only for n short time.  As

; Yoyes wug ¢t
Ky urned {ro » . hie d
on the thouldey, m the spot he leau

1
) » 0l felle ;
"Wy 0%, What's that you were saying about

4 tin—
'y ey
Uiy

.
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Pat clinok the hand from 4

did he reply 0
g soby. td never ard
o -l ) °r A

Fhe entence of “Cavenley * 1

Fourtie 17 w 3
o shiowe ; = =0l
from the ju _:h;,;."'}"‘d tonin detire now a:::’ f;;ll foren, The
o thoy had tabey ip. Bt '}l"‘(';lb'" l';n,-;:

: Numa of 4

end study did not,
Having repaid the

i shoulder

Far fram (lat.
and exasperated the I
terms nwan, they r
1o hurry to end i,

Blune was furions,

arin | “Coventey " ; v

ath 'c:r.n U viting to gey "m 1‘:,"{9‘::

ather enjored the Sitnation and );.cd Ty
' ro in

the fact tha That he should e will; .
fact that the three luma were H)) (I- willing (o overlook

advaness s 3 5 Y 6
'ir fr\ s ..]lnn}J be mey with #tioh s Ve ntry, and that b
rtating in the extreme. *oproiound conteny, way

It waa evide 1
. v ent thet he i "
Nugent., It w e could not get aowe L
time witl 1 1‘-1\»- about the tenth time Lo had ;”" (liml e
ey 1 SV the same result, 2o far ae th 1 ned, and each
cerned, Pat might have been possesscd by 2 O Were i
Nucent, 1on rot e&scd by a dumh Jemon
woll.  Are aom L:(:il lc‘r, you can hear mez speaking perfs
4 PN Y ug to answer " - 2
Dead zilence. = MEREES

Blane had Lad enonel :
1 ) nengh of it ok = ..
i’n:ul, l;euning i undc‘:r .hri; dnj-h[.{,?t)& -Csdln_‘: .fft:;n I;u )n; o
ot in the fashion know Sohoilbors THcouehosto
b was, thus engaged ‘h"c‘;()fxo ECllmxll:ﬂ)A Unfortunate]
“Plane e ERE orm muster’s cye lighted upunix‘
Mr. Slaney rapped
. - Slaney rapped out the ¥ B
ings \rr(l and rather .'-h(-cph?lxC word:  Blaniunt upaghin,
“What are you zrovellins Ger t 1
: you g ng under =k
I'J';,f you pleaso, sir, [ dror'f"rh;?.lui'—}:r;»;l:r;i% 'f,?r, Blape?™
at was the truth, only he had s 5
Tl niv he l not stooped to pick’n
5|.lA1:§:chnml. and that article was still on the floor m?dc‘r‘ hi
CHm! ‘)."r:u will keep rour place, Blane,”*
“& es, sir.
Mr. Slaney turned his head again, H: 1
: t a . He was
f-"p’ n--n:! boy j#st at present, u:«l that youth ;w“iu[:::l.
I:d('-ml-.m. (‘hff:\nce from Blane. Blane was on the watch
e 1}1'o.x;m he eaw his opportunity now,
‘}‘,?\uqenl, vou beastly cad !'
at heard 1he whisper plainly enough, but he
2 3 o peT inly eno gave no sig
a.)'f ;r. ,;\vvor did a dn'hful I-ourth-}'orrr;er attend to the wo
in hanc fn(‘nc’l'.hn;n’nhy than Pat Nugent at that moment,
* Al right I murtered Blanz. ** I'l mako you sit upl”
ile reachad cautiously forward with his foot.
_ Pat was far {rom expecting what was comiry. Tle
inwardly inteusely amuced by Blanz's unsuccessiul attem
at conversation.
Blane cauticusly felt Dis way, as it were, and then m
o jab forward. The pin stuck into Pat, and the wound »
in 2 {leshy and tender part of him. r i
The sadden pain quite upset Pat's equanimity. He gave
startled yell and sprang to his feet. Mr. Slaney whirles
jound on him like lightning.
“ Nugent ] What do you mean? Ifow dare you
e l-1-1—"
“ How dars you, 5ir?” roared the master of tle Fo!
[t was a sudden pain, sir,” stammered Pat.
Nounscnse! What do you mean

"
.

-
A sudden pain?
endden pain?” .
“I—1 felt a sudden pain, sir.”
* Where?" .
* Fr—iy was—-was behind me, sir. .
© Nugent, this is not the first time 1 have had 1o speak 48
+vou this morning. Unless you can explain moro clearl
thall impose fifty lincs. Now, what was tho cauvse of o
piin? Do you mean.”” went on Mr. bluno_\'.' a new ig
coming into his hclnd}‘ *that _'::'c-u have been molested by
Jovs sitting behind you!”
Orli.!\xf \i‘::; silent. " llo know. of course, the cause of the s
pain, and to whom to attribute it, but the last thl{\%
world Pat vould ever have Leen gailty of "I“l:-mtasél'q'
Nugent, answer m(-llt lh ﬂu"l’ {‘1(;(3(.!:")4:Vl:' the ca
1% (4 it sire doesn't hw OW.
. 'I[EI:-\:‘]il. ly:;[l tha point. What caused thit pa

1 i A0 3
o[ Was it a pin, for_inetunce” . : "
d"ll-‘it felt lsmuc-llnn_u liko n pin, st But it migh
boon n—p—" —_——
“ [t might have bren a W it
A necdle, sir” ventureyd b ;u.l
Alr, Slaney frowned darkly as the e
" Nng«m.'mn 1 to undurst uul"!hn( on
you stuck a pin_into your persont
) 2

vl hie was dete
iy for u moment, an

in you S

? Joss girgted
whule t““h“ l:._vs wl

P § to answe
rmined nol e

Pat turned red,
'l'ill‘. Form master lm!ll.(nll alli:.::\“
2 leare 1Mo suiled gt Ve o 1t answerii
rdt?‘[(l:l:.'l._“r;mml ke SaBpin .'\u||llgl(‘u";|t;' :it‘{:loun. Dlane,
(Lt question, and 1 oxcuse you A &

in in your haud?
CHRISTMAS 23.

have you a pt

. "
* “THE CUSHRANCER S.SPV.
rie ﬁ::r) el ﬁ A 1-51\)1-;" ‘:I-"l:' ;L"tl esturs DOUBLE RUM?E?? !
wlrelin . :



A IRy {
hand Jurings (4 last fow

Na, air”
S Yave you
minutes!”
* No. sir
@ Onp and ‘f.nr Al
elaimed Mr. Sianex.
wi—I-1-— .
“Yoeu di.’: l‘\.‘.t\l‘.t",
wy «ir.

g '~'\“‘:.Tvs‘nl:.:l Jdo yon mean l‘_\"}x‘m!}:: e :”"" '\““i'l:}‘;‘l;:\m‘:.
bad .\.pin in your hand, Blanol™ sand the Toum master,
voico of thunder.

It was true, «lir. Sidtop R
woce war auother joyous TINK Wit Gved 3
:1'1,\‘)(1‘2" aid Mr. Slaney, smimg _.:rnul\v.. \_l\“s \:.‘v:‘ll‘n:.ll‘
vour boot, is it, Blane? Come ot lil‘ﬁ‘t S8 _‘”l\. whero it
frouble 10 remove that pin, l\!_‘":\'. Loave it exactly \

is, and come ont here at v

Rlane reluctantly oboyed.

» Now, sir, show me the boo

Dane, standing awhw andly
foot for the inspoction ol the

Mr. Slaney inspectad it

s AL, admirable,” he s ;
belter lot the whaole ] ARIE NBlane,

thera. In short, you will hindly stamd 1
the end of tha lesson, 1 you pur your
floor, Blane, I shall cane you severciy
work will be on view for ten manutos.

Mr. Slanoy turned (o tho «luss agan. .
Blane was as rod as a tarko ’u‘. iz utterly ll\hvulm‘n
aspoct, standing there on his 1 log. with his ru‘th( held

Ligh in the air, tickled the Fourth 1'«11'11\' inumensely .

. Suppressed gigales broke out time and ¢ rain .dl‘n'mg the
remainder of the lesson, while the unfortunate joker stood
an one log, twisting and squirning with the fatigue caused
by that unusual attitwde.

- For ten long minutes the ordoal Insted. .

Whenevar Blane venfured to allow his clevaled log to sink
towards the floor, he found (he cagle eye of Me. Slaney upon
him, and it came up to a level in as 10 moved by @
apring.

When five miputes had ticked oll the class-room clock,

B!mi.‘)l ventured an appeal.

“ Please, sir 4

Mr. Slaney whisked round.

“ Did you interrupt me, Dlunet™ ”

Y Please, sir, may I change legs now?!

*No, you may net."”

Ard the ordeal continued.

. Blane was aching in every limh by the time the clock
indicated the time to dismiss. Never had any junior at St.
Kit's been gladder nt the end of a losson. i

DMr. Slgney mada the class a sign to dismiss, and the hoys
rose (0 filo out  He turned o grim glance upon Blane, &

** Blane, you may pat your foot down now."

 With a gasp of relief Blane allowed his right boat 1o clomp
on tho floor. The next moment hie was elasping Wis right log
with his hands, and wriggling in a most absund wanner,

“What is the matter with you, Blane?”

I you plense, sir, it's the cramp—thoe pins and needles,

had a pin in yon

ors
i oo tato Nogenf U ok
il you stick a pin ate 84

taking un a cang

. ’ "
[Cs fixed in my boot
i i wn the elass,

M thiat pin is fixedl .
hold up his vight
r.

1in whic
o one lew.
Form mast

admiralile that you had
as an instroction ta
that attitude nntil
t feol down to the
Your clever handi-

LY=o

sir.
“Indeed! 1 hopo this will be a lesson to you, Blane. Do
you think yon are likely to atlix « pin to yvour boot in the
class-room ngaint' %
**N-no, «ir."
:‘ You are quite suref"
Yes, sir—ali, ves, sirl” gasped Blane,

“Then you may go.
"I'{'ht;'Jllmorl.lski]‘»_pr‘d out of the class-room after the rest of
¥ J v 1 \ ¥
fcllou:”n. ¢ dound scant symputhy among his Form

“Tallo!" said oo X i
. ! por. You did look fuuny, Blane
wtand < i 5 24 i
“‘“;’l‘r.n'z there Like o moulting old hen on ono leg you did
Blane shoved him aside i
with a cansidorable o
roughness, and Lobblod on nfter 'l Nugent. 'I'l\‘.ul'i.""”u“i
sUill very stilt and crampy. aibas
" \{ n
- l.A\lu;.r-m, '}un lwgnl, 'l wring vour neck for that '
al \;nlk_m on withoat a word, out ito the cloae, Blane
flm‘lmh'h““ by the shoulder and swung him vound, and
prast his red, excited faco Tull iutn (he calm countenane aof
(ln:\‘ imperturbalile Irish ad,
.\l“:c"::' You beast, I'll o
at, sl without a woid i
. Pat, : ad, put his hands on the excited
1':3:3‘:1;:1.:':!'.":”1‘! rave hing ||l »lh-m\ that made Wi st \‘Irv\l»:n
A woclose. As Blone sat ] J ping !
Nugent walked nway, sl without u “nmlI ® e e

NEXT “*ERIAN DOHOCHUE'S Ci A
SATURDAY, Ao et CHRISTNAS.”

AT

*ORIPPIDL”
spiels Betowl Tale, 10 A Hplindid Comple ; :
o ’)..l... Mlarn, Dietegtlve,

HEXT WEGK—GRAND DOUBLE NUMBER—ORDER Tq-ppy,

Tho Flente Reocruje,

Pl Nuont camoanto the anid e
under his arm, froam the schond g, |‘ Hhoa Ly of
satiafaction ' Howay .-r\n:nu"' "t
“Sure, and 1ol yo that tha Fayy oy ' " ity

Covantey bofora wo dul Yo pungad ) gt g, ‘
arhel, o <ol

My bohiel a8 that af we stk it ot Lufe sl 'y "‘.u
come ronnd to o way of thnking." DL TR
, NI o thoy o
Rlagzdon nodded. )
"‘l ‘»..-ln voovou Chuck s an otange, 1
1 dida'c say chuck at ot at™ i = O yog s
Tho orango plampoed upon Blagen's “l
N 3 v e
Y Nover " sald Pae choortally, * oy, -
\ . . )
tual’ thoe rhu‘_f thing, Mere von are “h”” VO gt gy, o
B B hot el end Wageden, ** 1hat A “"'X. wly Wi o™
alveady sayine that “Calbot miay Lo iny, A0 0l the gy i

e
Jdue oas went altee alf; That ¢

C Abont "\N‘_\"niiur the Towrth Form dies i
in 1t (Ilﬂ dne (o ;n. Pat romarked noda gy o
ERA Wy aroe 2howitgr smigns of co s

too mneh of a bully toanake T pn-;I:I'E.*v».~rl‘:‘v’!"il

all along was, thnt vt wo stuck (0 out, we aly ;'l"l. My;,;,,‘
in the Fourth to baek v upy and (hat would l:|-l 'l 1oL A ariy
of tho end, as they say in the noyvels, \m,l‘ I'_ tha l""l-'lllnm"
worries them more than it does pa 0 Axythe ( 0¥ antry

,“. You've vight U Tallo, what's that fearful pow s

Uhere was o sound of seutthing and oxcainminge |
vidor, then a by agninst the door of (he -~ml“‘( llll the o

Faintly from the outer wido of (he dooe could 'i"l‘l-‘y,
voico of Haeris, a junior of the Lower Vourt) eand thy

= Look here, T miblec Tebiall go ol wanl (o,

*NO, yoeit won’t

o1 shallt 1---*

N ou Lnow they'ro in Coventry, yonne Marels,” pald ()
captain of the Upper Fonrth,  * Lucky far you l\'"nllw?l! e
in time ! Now xou'll get off with a ¢lump but if ‘.,.:' m‘;
i;‘\n(i‘n ”1\"'" the “end study, you'd have had w dormitory
W L 4

“1'monol going to-——

“You're ot goimg info that atudy, Cowe along®

ST wontt J—-

“You, you willl Come on!"

There was o yelp of pain, and asound of deagging fast,
et 3
Trimble, the captam of the Upper Foarth, wad evidently 1o
moving Havris by main foree, -

Pat had sprung (o hia (oot

CThat’s thoe hiest recenit,” ho greinnod, “8are, amd what
didd Ttell yot  Ain't Ua ggiddy prophet, Kids?

SVon ave said Blagdon, ' But what are we going tods
—intorfero?”

“ Arraly, eather! Ceimblo has no right to come down liks
that on a visitor to our study. Follow your unele

PPat tore open tho door and dashad ot into the corvidor,
Trimblo had hold of Haveis by tho ears, and was dragging
Dhim along, with snany profests and wooful sounds from
Ilarris,

Pat Nugont did not speak (o Trivble :

Even in a moment of excilenent ho il not forget tad
east-ivon rules (ho end study had Tuid down ('l"r l!u--|n-.VI\'\‘t"h

Ho dashed along the passapre, wrippel 1 embla lw‘ l'|
ears, and willi o powerful twist forecd him o release ln
captive.

l‘luy,'lvu soized ITarria by tha arm,
study,

I'at shoved the captain of (ha Upper
wall, and loft him gusping there, anmd followe
into the end stady i a Imsurely manner. e

tTarrie stood rubbing his ears, which were vers n
Primble’s rouglh handling of them.

ST say, you chaps,” ho said hrriedly,
to—-""

Trimblo burst fnto the shudy. i lasein
for thn momant quite tockless. Tlo rushend st sight of
who promptly dodgad behind Pat Nuygeut.

SLet e et al that mengrel! ronredl

h any Wlina
‘."." A% yon
Irimbly 4

"

and ran him into the

Fourth againa the
4 the reeswit

1 after

N [ came hert to

, und

ITe was pod with ragt

Urimble.

Pat didd not rlu-n}\. o o
“ Lot wo get al him! e e atoad Hiold 0
As Pual m-illul-r spoloe nor moved, Trintle s& § tho

y for wripe A0
[at sat ol

Litn 1o shove him aside, Pat gave il
Fourth “"":" orang?

next moment Trismble was on the loor.

The lanky captan o thy Uppor B e
Lieked, Quintly, ailently, solemuly, l|‘: 'n‘_"m,-,,,..l of it
over Trimble's face, and rammeid wha O o,
Treimhle gasjed -‘_”‘l UL

hi« open onth, Tl skin _\'u\l:

“ oo getiup!

Pat gluneed ot Lis chinms s o .

In solomin silence they sceizod 71 run”-“-“"' thie pas 2800y

of the study, and plomped hin, down Int9 0 fhyg ahakiB)
“Phon they retired inte fhe wtuGre o (rth oo

P00 ;;Nl!l.\‘.
warning e
closed the door.
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-~ PLUCK—Every Saturday, Iid,

vl yande a slop tow vida that Jdoor

o upoar
it N voravasge face, wont

aght betier ol

with

0 he th
’ . pASONTE .
Jown 1 ""‘ pely 1l three ehnes printed at one anothey
Y ”“;‘llvl" o eackling hugels, N
Youig “‘xn‘ yolly we'l el T T eay, yon
sorve B ! envnrh of 'roalyd and so have a o

folern S l\‘{ "'.-' Rlane says yon 1 o mething about
) .'J UL “ (hing the pest o oo dJden’t o,
T L ot 1
it Al & np efence At i -
Pt broke hic BRE O e canl  Wa o, We knaw
kAt "“'H anl tha tinth will ha out before lome:.
« (U
Tallnrt s “ wJe] enr pNee it
by Wy Y £
W ! NN e " o .
Yirrrie e .“H|_‘ 1t thenk that of Talbot. you know,
".\‘H‘\l 1 and 1tell rou, A & od anany of the fellons
§r prrariesh. . :
poe gomins T '”“l,‘, inuch T
d atler 10 4 ’ 9ve
- 'l ™ don't hike hoang in Covenlrs, do you!
e (P Y, you 4o
Ok, A
) npyd . .
+ Ay sfear ,L"l il ; iy nice, T assure you, kid:”

| Blapara. "
minge round,'” said arrns
¢ sne out plainty to the

tiee of inveetigation (o dn;::
< o ao anything of the sorts

. '

ta our [asly or not, just as you l;l\.c.'

W Rt we're not jupg o say R word tll the time
it " ot F B

1 that's tlat

T £o. o .
“aid Blepden. *Suit yourself; we Jdon't

cerues, ant
CPust'e phts

caid Harris, “if you'll

aid Fat condescendingls. Mind,
do, and cut tho

I'm with you, am way,

) oave
o We'll take vou

u'l) Nave 1C take
¥ t e Form until
Haine evuckled :

< Well, thay will ba ]
"'l)“u depends.  But anyway, you

Voea s

m,"”
up the

came position we
ey come ¢ und.

7 1g 6%
\ t

awfully good fun, won't 1t<

t any Inow what you've got

ks me—"
' eand Pat [
rimblo the hiding of

Only. it Trimhie It
lnys A finger on yon
. wad i opive 1
U i a s LAl

Ceaid Hprris. **That sottlos ate ) »

-~ ‘l o lof: tho stady. He kept a wary eye
sren for Trunble, but Trimble was gonc. Blane, however,
ok ¢ o! the end study.

wortexd it Qopitha el ! e e i .
'."!'. Mo, Marrie ! exclaime d Blene. You've been in to

irspressively,
his

oot

vl '
Lips gLt )
You what™*

Harmedid n

Then he remeinbered, and shut his

ccking at him curiously.

ak. ) o
' Why don't you aunswer me:
soply, end Blana wized him by the
1f you don't speak, Tl

Now, then! Goon!”

DT B mAINSL
at ' pesred Harns z
ho otudy. He saw the state of affairs,
sud went for Blune ot onee. Blane did not wait to argue.
Mo rlessed Harris, and scudded along the passage. And
the pew recrust to e cnd study cackled triumphantly.

bang your 3
*Pat Nup
Pag came ©

s

In the Dead of Nighti

.d owche. I was night—dark night
Ler reigned in the Lower Tourth
t oclloce of St Kit's. Pat Nugent
Qgma <aund in the dormitory hac
sat up in bed

T,
swelened Lim; L hardly knew what as be
“ ;r,.n.-\ ronnd the Jeepingr darmitary.

A Lo glecn of sturlighe o in from tho high windaws.

Wi ted swalenesl i the chime from the clock-tower,
G e sy | yimrer 2t Lund?  Pat locked about him
B bas « 1 en the wlert. It was not an un-
¢ et Ie, 1

- for o domimitory to he visited by foes
o Cark beare, and Pst wonld not Liave haen at all
sd to see Triolle and a perty from the Upper Fourth
bew! cu paving off old scores,

terwy o be een,  Pat planced towards

b, - arted s Le saw dindy that it was moving.
Sioe dira Lyaze was .QI“! e fur o mement, and then the g
st eaberd vl 2 lY wa ot and #till again. The

s " fond "‘-"'l.--l hitn from his slumber.
P rosety v,'"l,'"'!"""")' Lol quitted it, and
N N T P e Put’s 10 had Leen safficient ta

'_'ra‘riu_ D)N‘OCHUL_'S CHRISTHAS.” A
e el Prlact Tle

HEXT
SATUZDAY,

g
CRIPPED|"
A Fpleadl) Cowglets SLorr of N
Martin Ko Detestive, b

 Wha awas it that had Teft tha dormnory at that Liour, con.

fderally past midnieht, at Pat know-loft it 0 cautiousl

. 4 v .
without a &n‘bl 7 The door had heen elosed Aoy silently ;m’.l
cantiously that it was evidently the nighe wandorer's wish
not to w ko anyonn else in the dormitory.  What was the
littho preme s Thnt was tho question pat Lo himself.

e determined to know what was *up,”” at all evente  In
A monment e was ont of hod, and luoking to sea which of tho
lengg row was vacant.

** Clesva's bed ! he i tored, So it was Cloave! This
will want lookingr into.” 1Te crept back towards NBlavden's
hed, and shool his ¢ham by the shoulder.  **Wako up,
Blagey !

Rlapden yawned

wrhint time ter gerrup ! he grumbled, without opening
Jus eves.

a1 s<hook him again.

“Blapey ! Wake up, fut-head! Tmportant ! =

Blnwden oprned his oyes, and stared up at Lis chun.

“lialla! Who's that? Pat, what are you doimg out of
I 'at this time of night?"

Tyying to wake up u sleepy fat-head ! replied Pat
“Get vour wite abont you, for pooduess’ sake ! 1 tell you.
comething's up 1’ .

Vs, vou are. I see. I'm not going (o be, though.’

“Yes, Yonare ! Pat jerked the badelothes off him, and Le
pasped and shivered. *“Now, get out of bed, lazy-bones!”

“\What's the row ' asked Blagden, sitting up at lust, and
putting one leg over the cide of the bed. “ Sure you're nol
off vour rocker "

“'Ger your elothes on while T wake Greene.”

“ But, 1 say— -

“Oh, do as you're told " said Pat.  Don’t argue i

Blagden. grently woundering, proceeded to dress Limself.
Pat Nugent awakenes ¢

s }

| Gireene, and Greeue, after some pre-
liminary grumbling, got up also.

Bt what's the beastly row ¥ he asked sleepily, 2s he
thrust his legs ino his trousers. “It’s beastly cold, Paddy,
and I'm benstly sleepy !’ 3

“Yon seem to be in a beastly stato altogether,” said Pat.
© Licten to me. Cleeva has just gone slipping out of the
dormitory on tiptoe like a giddy Lurglak 17

\Chat's that got to do with us?" .

“You know what hapipened once before how T'rimble and
Cobb got us into a fearful row, and Cleeve knew all about i,
and never lot on. Supposing there's sorething of the suine
kind in the wind again now,”’ said Pat sagely., “Clecye 13
always up to some mean trick, and it will be only safe to
Leep an eye on him.” .

“Don't sea why you couldn’i have done that without
waking me,” said Greene. * However, as we're up, let's go.
How Jong as he been gone ?™

“Only a minute."

“ Come on, then!”

The juniors bundled on their clothes, and went quietly to
the door. Pat Nugent opened it without a sound, and they
ctepped out into the corridor. Pat closed the door belind .
thew, and they stood listening and straining their, eves into
the darkness.

There was 2 faint eound from the direction of the Upper
IFFourth darmitory. 4

“ He's wone to Trimble ! whispered Pat. 71 guessed it:”

“Bat what's his game 7" )

“ Sure, and that’s what we're going to find out 1t

They stole on tiptoe along the corridor. 'T'hat there was
something *“up —very probably something against them-
eelves - was now certain.

The cound of whispering voices came to their ears in ihe
dead :tillness of the house.

* Is that yvou, Cleeve !’

“Yes, it's me, Trimble—it's m-m-me !”

:: What are you shivering about, you young ass 7™

I'm—I"m [rightened.”

“What are you frightened at?”

o ‘.\"'-n-uollniug.i”

“Then, stop 1t,d§:ou'sxlly cuckoo! There’s nothing to be
seared ut. You didn't let anybody in the Lower Fourth
room know you were coming out, did you?"”

s (l)f caurse not, ’[‘rlimhle!
1 mean, you didn't wake anybody up—especis at

L jneams oou o ybody up—especially th
** Neno, I was v-very careful, Trimble.”

C“That's right. Al “the fat would Lo in the fre il Pat
Nugent got hold of this.”

“ 1 sup-supposa so0.” '

i l\_h‘, stup that stuttering ! You set my nerves on edge !’
snid Trimble irritably. * There’s nothing to be afraid of.
Come on "

*1low are you poing to get out, Trimble ™

“Out of a window, of course, and you're
we; then Ull hielp you. Tt's all easy enouzgh.
wa many minutes to get to the old chapel.”
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O, no, no-—uo. Not that! Only 1 -0 Laid Trinable con-
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. an ave pleasure in announcin Utanry,

G D Pat make a movement or a sound. . %
gone did T Iy What do  Three Extra Long Complete stons‘:hat it Vil gy
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a make of it 7" - o e
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was cosh as well as banknotes slo !
'he notes were found in Talbol's study,
pot turned up yet.”
“ My only hat!"”
“The money Wit
that Lacy had fixec

but the money has

hidden somewhere.
" GR‘PPED.,
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Lbis on Talbot. e >

tct the money in the A i or' = g

old chapel, 1 sup- stern tartn
it amsy

poe, l}or safety. e

A Youwlll'ano."h

ndvengu,“ n"

Cleeve has got wind
of it, and told
Trimble, becanse he
dare not go thero
slone.” X

-+ My Aunt Maria
Jane " i

-+ Thev're going to
collar it now. Come
on!"”

“Are you going
to follow them:™" -

“Yes,'' said Pat
grimly; “and calch
them in the act.”

“I'm on!"

Arnd the juniors
hurried swiftly but
pilently downstairs,

Trimble and
Cleeve were  gono,
but it was casy to
find the unfastened
window Dby whieh
they had left the
house.

In 2 minute inore
the chums were in
the open air.  Pat
l\u%eut looked
Leenly round him;
the two were no-
where 1o be seen. In
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The chumnz  har-
ricd  towards  the
tuined chapel, 'I'he
ink of a falling
wione  caught their
ears,  Keeping in
the shudows, the
caught Light of two
forms at the on-
trance of tha old
crypt. Pat nudged
bis comnpanions.
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