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FOR THE OLD SCHOOL.

A Tale of 8pces, the Twins & Co. By K Clarke Hock.

DETEGTIVE M°KEE.

A Grand Complets Detective BloTy.
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we on hand ta see you right 3

- grrancements to (ail.  Dut that old

3.1 e+ and the incident of tho ]‘L‘i?*‘*“t-‘\‘l A t‘l‘fﬁ-.
R et i st | Lines look very mueh agaimst Petrocent,
conuing 1t ‘.“‘h.‘l: w1 leave thoe house, cigar i mouth, na it
< I ‘11‘ t'ﬁ"!:;"'h;:\“t:“ﬁu- threat sont you L tho l‘l':u‘k “_ulltl
i‘;l‘:‘;.n‘\“. .l‘w};':\\;‘:\.? It is to be !“_h‘::\'l‘.li':.'\l :'.n..\t?n“t: mnmn \\'.Ill‘l N (“I:!\II
would not stop and aslk you for o light unless e =aw you wen
When all your servants departed that night,
Sho must have felt mighty contident that sho
Jd Tornoco
Illll!

smoking as well.

130 went too. .
f'::.s -nn:‘ :v:\; Wed, elze sho would nover have pormuttod
to have visic 1 her at laly Streot. Howover, sho 151d; an
Clew sct oves on him, took him for Princo I'etroceni ab Gt
and then found bo had made a mistake, nand that .Im was lln:

rince's Neapolitan valet, a Woung man with a eriminal history
of the worst Kind. i .

*“ No doub: he told you that when the precious Ymr wera
oat at a night clud in the early hours of this morning heg ained
entranca to Klise's room, and discovered from her papers that
she w:s no cther than tho notoricus Mina Zoambort:, of the
American branch of the Black Mand Scoawe!y. IT her papers
shed a lizht upon the subject, the various disguises !w.mlvzgrtlw{l
in her room expliined everything. Themessengec-boy s uniform,
the nursc's costume, proved that she hiad indead played thoso

ts. A lonzwhite beard, a shawl similar to tho one the flowoer-
girl Lad worn, and a livery similar to those of tha Hotel Riche,
“but with ons gilt button missing, were autiicient proof agninst
Fermceco.”

“** But they mnust have had other accomplices,”” pursuod Flax.
= " QOf coursa, in shight degrec; but none it i3 worth while (o
follow up wunless they make themselves objectionable, Mr.

Skiax."

“Well, it's something to he dovoutly thankiul for that those
two can do no harm to anyone,” said Flax. “And you've
domns finely, McKeo: do yourself justice when yvou sond mo

- my eccount, now. Thea there’s Walker; lot’s have him up.

« , Hesaved your life, Daretta, and we mustn’t forget. it."

“Oh, Walker!” McKee laugiied. “Is this like him ? ""—
pu;llin._; a chef’s cap from his pocket and putting it ou.

*By gosh ™

**Oh my—oh my ! *’ lauzlied Daretta,

“Jovel " -

' *“But if you're Walker,” said Sir Derry presently—* and
you are—ivhat gets me is how you kept in touch with your arent
outside the house.*” ’ : &
4 telephoned him,”
eye.

*From where 7
- ***From this room.”

‘ .::But I am working hero every day,” put in Flax.

But not every night.  While you peoplo slopt, Clew and I
No ono over caught mo ; you all slept

replied McKee, with a twinkle in his

*
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Congratulations, Sir D " : :
, erry | he sa
er's hand warmly. y id,” and shook the

*“*Oh, do tell 1 cried Daretta.
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ay not have to po
porl Company asking
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- touple, noddod ’ E ot tho radiont It 1en't necessary, Sir, sven mMONCY G og p
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BRIEF AccounT o

Whon Pat Nugont

«t
is Saking praco or the cane :
twoon Arthur Teathot et £y ncy
the victory, but =y
or account of ¢ Moo
gqcy n?d his brothorﬂ

Qor «itor, tho oloctios

w':r!ch BTan;ot Nas wver o oy °
chnum Orooko, vwho oNNoOsn
of votos, and so le vloctm?cl}:w
morning tho Moacd discovers 'I:Imn or
#£80. Heo calls « moeting
{‘!rthur's oCnomy—speuaks out qc
‘thinfc the thiof I horo s
mean Is Arthusr Talbot, gir' ot
the NHceud sharply, ‘'¢yqq l'mvo
agalinst Tatbot, I*youcannot subonz‘;n

chargoe, you stand ox
slanu'o;or." PORON .

F Thr Finsy &

ha
Catod, Sraws ,

(Nows g0 on with the gy
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Lacy's Accusatlon.

it
Good old doc!" murmured Pat N

: : ; at Nuge
hits straiicht fro: ! i gent,
ltis‘clbow?" rom the s.!mul(lcr every tire,

“That s a very hard word, sir” eal

'. - p = '3 F&Iil IJ"C" !np,\k' “

am only trying to c oo Mo ) S
- ndhnst ying geb al the truth, and save §t. Kit's f-rq

“‘ We will take yonr motives for granted, Lacy." |

““I think also that it is onl fair to I . o '
matter threshed out.” ! Talbot to baw &

“You may speak plainly.
objection.”

Talbot's cyes gleamed with scorn as he Jooked 2t i
prsfegt- ’ ) .

.. "None!" he exclaimed, in his clear voice. “Lacy is 2
liberty to say what he.chooses. I think iy character »
pretty well known at St. Kit's, and that most of the fe #
know I am not a <hief!”

“Iear, hoar!”” shouted the irrepressible Pat. :

“You juniors must be silent,” said the dector. “Go &
Lacy!" : T

““Very well, sir.  Then T will say right out tha! Ta‘i-‘-',‘;:\'
already been the cause of disgrace being hrought ou St &
through his fathor!" i

“You refer to the statement made by aruﬁ':?.n:mm-
Black that h» was the father of Arthur Takol! e

s Y S Sir.,' :'.,’a

“Tlel?; claim was so evidently falso !haflf M":o's:; ”
that any boy at St. Kit's could be so simpic 83
faith in it.,”

ié Bllt__" :

“The man has made no attempt te pt
was wholly false and wicked. Dut m}“ﬂm par
Lacy, are you one to visit the “nf ?q'albn: Jos
children? Would you dare to say tial =05 e
thing but sympathy and kind compass
forltlllnc?"f , ; Thats ¥ 4

'he prefect turncd red. itn ann. TH

L [ - ?sn’t that, sir. Like father, like £07 r
saying.” :

% :\!;ld a foolish one.” Irel, sir. If T

“Seth Black is an awlul SeOnS sen't on
son, he may be the same. But it
the man money.”’

ory,) | l

“Suru' and L.
Murg Pomer
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¥ . ureo, wo dJdon't know lLow much money lio may
::t_:’\ :].[‘nf::‘lhh‘*l- Whero did Talle got it all from?” ’

A grim ailenco followed the prefect’s worde, 5

Vost of the ]n_‘-\_'lmun;ht that ho waa vather hitting below
he be 1t to 'hi': ¢ thie matto 'UI'!' but there was no doubt that

: q sored a4 strudl oL,

b I e ctor was silont. and troubled, |

Did it flash seross bis mind, then, that it was possiblo
hat there was comethinge in the accusation made by Lacy;
thas it WA poscible that F'albot, driven to Elc!pcrallon by
e s anoes OF Seth Black, had mndeed obtained 'money to
eatinfy tho blackmailer by taking it from the Head's de<k?

.”:‘: ll'.-".'t-.':;} n;?;y l_l.‘n'cl lelll‘ into the doctor 3 mind.

1 ho dismissed

};:«.fl.ri:‘!?'in the honour of .-\11]11‘111' 'I:a};ll.h)t was like a rock.

.Ij‘hll;t ll}l[ };?:.!m\t_ to aay, Lacy!?

“You are aware, I suppose, that it all amowits merely to

O SuUspDILOd -
s .1-“?{ ',"t!{‘" ,fr\)ng’ FU'-IIiCiU”. I lhi“kt S-il'.'.’
& '[‘Jhn:. T nead not-ask yvou if there is ansthing in this,”

Trlbot stexx] out in tite fuil sight of thae school.

Eversy oto was bent upon the brave lad who had been cap-
tain of Rt Kit's, am](‘Ilho was the finest cricketer in the

vepe, and the finest fellow, too. L '
u(";fr.;iu]y a fellow more unlike a thief 1t would have been
hard to imagine.

Ilis face was very pale, But that wes 'nataral cnough.
His eves were steady and elear and scornful, znd he stood
Vory orack. \ -

“‘Thore is nothing in it, sir. I went {o your study, and
It azain es yon were not there. It is true that I have paid
all my pocket-money to the man-who calls himself my father.
1 do not believa he is my father, but I have paid him what
lie has demanded. It has never crossed my mind to give him
money that was not my own. I should certainly never have
done so under any circunuistances. 1 am Mmnocent. 1 can say
no maore.”

“That’s quite clnlmflgl}llol" ’::houled Brooke. ** We all know

ou're innocent, old fellow,

i Hear, hear!” shouted Talbot’s [riends in the Sixth, and
the shout was taken up through tho hall

** Hear, Lear!”

“ Hurrah!" shouted Pat. ** Wo all know you're innocent,
nbg&l La;-y is a i(;lirthy Bp;‘l]p(}ﬂﬂ, and I'm ready to fight any-

v who s2ys he isn't!’ ' ’

“TNravo, Talbot ™

"* Thief 1" ;

TlLo * bravos™ predominated, but the terrible word which
was hiswed out by someone was quite audible, and Talbot
thuddered ns he heard it.

Trimble tock it uron himself to echo the word, and Pat
iu;rnycl towards the lanky captain of the Upper Fourth with
Mazing oyes. '

' Was that you, Trimble?”

Was what me?”’ sneered Trimble.
businegas!™

“Did you eail Talbot a thief?"

“Yer, 1 did.”? .

' You hound! Take that!”

.P.’“-: s fist came straight from the shoulder.

I'smbia took it—with Lis nose!

He weut down with a yvell, and Pat sat on his chect, and
comuienced to knock his head against the floor, in his frantic
excitement scarcely conscious 0? what he was doing. .

Trimble roared and wriggled.

Fle whole hall was in an uproar with shouting and stamp-

e, sud the masters tried in vain to restore silence.
*Order)”

“Sileace
“Qrdor !

TLeir cries were lost in the din.
Mr. Slaney seized Pat by the back of his collar and jerked

“Mind your own

Lim off Trirm.ble. It e n Tri , WYY
decidadly ot was about time, for Trimble wuas getting
~Order! Order!”

?.’at gasped,
= Lot e give him ono more, sir.'””
Dehave yourself, Nugent,” said the Form-uaster, trying
Mot 1t smile. ** ] can understand your indignation, but you
POw you must uot fight here,”
': Order! Ordipr
Something like order was restored.
; Lo dector was trying to male hue voico heard, and at Jast
e suceceded, o«
'Y LM
. rl'.u‘y-.! tzlcnaol This uproar will not improve mattera
fumly l»-.ujm every word that ‘Fulbot rays, 1o is cor-
tainly not guilty. 1 Lope thut the thief will be discovered,
l":f M ANy cast no Just saspicion witachos ta Arthur Talbot.”
Flhiere were chaers and lisses aftor tho Jdoetor's deolaration,
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”‘l'. am innocent," rald Arthur again.
ML Y.

“ ".T]lf'n let 11 be put to the proof.” cricd Pdred Lacv
" '\}'C L';:?w 'th!:xt. no ong has loft the scheol, sir, sigee *lo

et 1y slalen monn 1 " 1) i Q9 WY
ol e b fimlyilf.lt'ht‘ be still jn St Kit's. A scareh

'J.Iil‘k"“rwr was silent.

1 know it’s not ica jdn 12.” rai ey
thing'n better than havimg a thief in s waprs) Mk 307
all willing." ST iy

“If it s the wish of the school,” <aid the doctor, “F owill
not oppose it. Boys, are you willing for a reneral weareh
to be made of your persons and bLelonpgings by the porter
nnder my supervision, or shall I call in a detective? 1 Jeaye
it to 3-3()]11;' The matter rmust be sertled now, alter what Lacy

1as said.

=t Does Talbot ohjtgct?" asked Lacy tauniinzly.

S Cortainly uot,” raid Talbot quickly. * Why shenld I
cbject?”? _ = } '
-Io“ }.\:L.'“r if you don't objcet, I don't think anyone clse noed

“That
severcly.
a search.”

A forest of hands went up.

Everyone was cager for the vnpleasant matter to Le settled
_aslgulcklylag possible, and without the interference of 1ho
police, and Lacy's suggestion seemed a road war inge
P difcnity. 144 good way of solving

*Very well,” szid the doctor quietly. ** It is decided.”

And the Head of St. Kit’s consulted in low tones with the
other masters. There was a buzz of talk in the Lall Only
one was silent; it was Arthur Talbot. Breoke tapped cim
on the shoulder.

“Don’t be downhearted, old fellow.
plenty of chums who wiil stand by you."

“I know I have, Brooke, and you arc the best and tha
truest of them,” said Talbot gratefully,  * But this is
terrible.”

** The search will clear mattors up.”

“*1 suppose so0.”

*“But it’e sure to, Tallwot,
that.”

Talbot nodded. -

But he knew that, unless the thief were actually discoveresd,
the suspicion would ecling to him. His inneccence could oniy
be satisfoctorily proved by the discovery <f the rea! thicf.
And was he likely to be discovered? The stolen property
was small in bulk, and might ba easilv concealed in soma
nook or cranny of the old school. If it did not come to light,
the search would prove nothing, and suspicion would stull

“That i1s all T e2n

i.';:. not a proper remark, Lacy,” s2id Dr. Kene
Put up your hands those who are in favour of

You know you'vo

There can't be any donbt about

“rest upon the name of Arthur Talbot.

— —— -
Guliity?

Dr. Kent stoad in his study, pale and harassed in expression.
Tho Head wos usually equal to any emeorgency that arcosa,
but on tho present occasion he felt himself at a loss. : :

Tho happening was so unexpected, and =o terrible, that the
good old doctor was disturbed and unhappy, and conld hardly
summon up his conrage to go through the task before him.

There was o thief at St Kit’s | '

Whether Talbot proved to be innocent or guilty, the fact wae
indisputahble that there was a thief in the school, and that was
alone rutlicient to darkly cloud the face of tho doctor, who had
the honour of St. Kit's vory much at heart.

But was Talbat innocent 1

It was terriblo to doubt him—to doubt this lad who had alwaya
been, or seemed, tho ideal of what a brave British lad should be.
He had been us a son to the doctor, and it would have seemed
impossible, at any other time, to doubt his Lonour for a moment,
Butnow ¥ .

The doector groaned alond as ho thought how black everything
Jooked against the lad who had been the pride of his heart.

“But I will never believe it!1"” he exclaimed—'* nover !
Talbat is innocent.  Whoover is guilty, Tulbot i3 innocont 1™

Mr. Slaney tapped at the door, -

“Comoin!" )

The ITead stiove to pull himself together as the master ?l
tho Pourth entered his etudy.  Mer, Slaney's faco was very grave

and concerncd.

* All i3 ready, gir,” ho said.
search.”

Dr. lKent nadded ; 1
It sevined as if it wero impossible  for hun
to the tusk which was to prove, perhiap,
favourile,

** Mr. Slnney,’
opinion T Spenk frankly.

v puilty ¥ : )
X "I:"Im ?nmtcr of th:o Fourth aveiled his cyes,

*THE BLACK DERELICT.” 1oy €6D) [JOI 7 |0

A Thriling Bloey ol Lha
Masocuger Loyh

* Josling is weady to Legin the

but he did not move fruom whera ho swod.
to nerve himselt
tho guilt ot hia

' b waid, at last, in a fow voice, ' what is youre
el l):; y:m think it possible that Talbot

AND
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