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The Head Interviews Arthur Talbot.

Arthur Talbot entered the Head's study at St. Kit's, littlo
dreaming of what awaited him there. He gave a shight
eart a5 he saw the pale, harassed expression upon the face
of the pood old doctor, .

“Is enything the matier, sir?” he acked quickly.

“Yes, Talbot; something 1 very much the matter,”” said
Dr. Kent, in a Jow and troubled wvoice. *“Something has
beppened that T never dreamed would happen in this <chool.
Last evening, while I was away from my study, my desk was
robibed 1

Telbot stared at the doctor.

“Is it posaible, sir?”

“ Unfortunately, it is too true. Quite a large sum in gold
aod notes has been taken. There seems to be no clue to
we thiel. I Liope you will he able to help me, Arthur.”

"I don’t cee iow I can help you, sir,” caid Talbot thought-
fully. I haven't the fainicst idea, of course, as to who
can have been seoundrel enough to take the money; hut I
will do anything in my power,”’ N

,,'f’] have just ¢poken to Haywood and Dunn.” said tho
Head, ; [ learned that they came to mv study last evening
) ek 10 e on sowe matter connected with the lato
ection, and, finding me abeent, did not come in.”’

: (;“*—‘-IH!‘- I met them near your door,” said Talbot
whacent |y,
: m-lf.‘:.: i3 ".\]]mt I was coming to. They mentioned that
gl OV FOR here, Lut they saw no one else near the study.
vbe. you may be able to give me the clue they could not
sive e, When you were here, or going or coming, did you
e anvone ahout +? :

‘1' -.j.l;f,l .?(ﬂ,..ﬂ od.

‘ .l‘;p’J‘-,rti{; i li.:n!-:' these two lellows you have namad,

WLy e e ed dicappointed.

g, .,:f;,‘_'fr’;'l'l:"if“-* he sai.  “TI am convineed that the
vielded fo o ?'del:r.l. lt.‘f:mnt .t?' the situdy”fo sl?enk to me, and
ey boy at St. K 'U'”l, ation. will never believe that
.!(,;,;,,,rfm. Pty -*“l:"a” ase enough to come here with the
et [“‘w. ll.u‘\'l;ll :f)] 0 C“Jllll”lttl!”; a ”lf’r'. 3[‘51(1&‘%, hc.could

Oy it I whioald Le abzent. It was quite hy

The news amazed him.

Chanee )4 I ctaved L
Mad L paved away 5o long when I left my study.
I foreseen it | tlmulL{. of course, have locked my desk

befora logvine.'

”l:{!h?\:Pl;l.:'-tl:r'rl’-?ls;od Lit hand over his brow. ~1la had hoped
thief, but iy \::na :s-"lﬁghl h]f! nble fo alford himn a clue to the
L':lc‘w‘ Ho more thnri lllcc(!;l!d.l A Se ke FE o ok Sk Rike
ul nl.}::t ;, -f-"(.ni w;n; very concerned. Ile kneow that it was
thouvh (he In‘-’q s money thut waa troubling the Iead,
the disgrace 1), :uaomnm erable enough in itsolf, It way
matter bees .,.'-” }“’l'}ﬁ coriam to fall upon the wchool if tho
wera not i;f”“m".‘ft‘ i"- ns At must become pulilic if the truth
hard enoy :l lately diseavercd. 1n uny ca~e, . would be

&N 10 hush up euch an occurrence; but in caso of
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YOU CAN START NOW.

BRIEF ACCCUNT OF THE FIRST CHAPTERS,
When Pat Jlugent arrives at St Kit's, an election is taking placo for tho

' B P S P T S A =
g \ f ﬂg”””p ML ;3= captaincy of ihe school hetwoen Arthur Talbot and Eldred Lacy. Talhot
l_ :-"-" : ‘ . };%\;ﬂ gains the viciory, but afterwards resigns his position on caccount of o
| mean plot Instigated by Eildred Lacy und his brother, who Iz Squirc of

. Lyrnwoosd, Soon after, the elcction For the pposiiion of capliain, waich Taliot
<y f hasvacatled, draws near, and Talbot'z chitin Brooke, v;.rho opposec Lacy, calns
’U itho rmajority ef votes, and so Is clected captain of St. I(it's.
f1fs brather to gleal a silver Lox belonging to Talbot which contains
important documenrts.
arc instrumental in gceiting It back for their champion.
the Headmuster finds he has Been robbed of £80. Arthur Talbot is SUS-
pected; and Haywaod, a senlor, tells the Feurth Form that he s sure Talbot
(g the thic?, *'It's a lie!'’ shouted Blagden, jumping up. And; In @ moment,
the whole of the Fourth vere on their 7cet, howling at Haywaooad till ke was
nearly doafcned: “It's ¢ He-lt’g alicl” (Now go on writh ilie story,)

Lacy iz asxecd by

He gels nossesslian of it. Fut Pat and hils chums

The next morning

a_l)slenrching inquiry any hushing up was, of course, impos-
sible.

‘It is very hard,” said the doctor slowly. ““I hoped to ha
able to find the thief, and then he could have been made to
restore the mouney, and could have quietly left St. Kit's
without any unnecessary tall. Now -

ITe brole off with a sigh.

“I wish 1 could help you, sir,” said Talbot leelingly;
“bnt 1 cannot. Even if T had seen any fellow near vouar
study, sir, I shouldn’t like to suspeet him without somethiag
definite te go upeon, It scems incredible that we have a
thief at St. Kit's!”

“Yet the fact iz indisputable,” said the doctor. with a
nod towards his desk. * Vesterday I should have refusei
tc believe it.  Now, Talbot, I am about {0 ask you a question
which T hope you will answer for the sake of the unfortunate
lad concerned. T thirk it is your duty ta tell me anything
that can assist me.”

‘Certainly, sir!™

““Can you tell me of any Ilad who i3 moro likely than
another to have done this base act? I am aware that there
are some boys—or were—at St. Kit's who had secret dealings
with a betling set in the village, at that disreputable place
called the Dragon. Can you give me any information on
that point?”?

Tallbot hesitated, the red flushing into Lis cheeks. Dr.
IWent saw his hesitation, and understood it.

“My dear boy,” he said,  laying his hand on Talbor’s
ghoulder, ““if you could tell e anything T think you shonld
do_ro. This 1s not an ordinary case. I understand your
objection to anything that mighe appear in the light of tale.
bearing, but my cbject is to save the unfortunate lad con
cerned. T want to save him from the consequences of hiy
act, and 3t. Kit's from a black disgrace. Under the circum-
stanens, you should speak.” ) :

“Yonu are right, sir; but I have nothing to tell you.”

*You know nothing on that subject, then #”

“Nothing definite, sie.”?

“ Not enough ta niention a name ?”’ e .

“Nag, sir; not really. [ have had my suspicions, especially
of n certain person, and if I had remained captain of tho
schiool I should have looked into the matter severely; 311;1 IE
18 l,n,a-«igl,lg that m_qi' (Ii.-l[il}uj of the peroi I havo name as
coloured my thoughis of hum.” .

The doctor nodded. He did not need lnlh‘rzq’ t}lmlt_, f‘h?
serson in Talbot's mind at that moment was Eldred Lacy,
peraon. in L8 : love lust between
for he knew well enough that thero was no

o rivals of Sr. Kit's, _ et
N * '?hm von cannot help me, Talbot? I'nm !O"lil.'r- Itr\: il
ba necessary, 1 wm alraid, to mahe the m.u\l_mr-l;_m' z":‘. wor::
impossiblo to sabmit quictly to the I-O”‘.] Nol 11111111.}‘“.’ pe
for a boy inchined to dishonest ways than m-cgg]it, ’3. .
would encourage him to comit t!rf‘”m:rgi? ras Yy aga:n
on another oceasion. Thank you, Talbot -

“ Shall I vo back to the IFourth reom, sir?"

- *THE IMPOSTOR.” m “PLUBK.” |0- |
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" what’s the matler.”

looked at Talbot.
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: . . P i . l
'.' NODs witliout RITTIN T||l]i'|.' alttentron oo, :il il wonld
. .8 i b2 - ‘
ol ol witl belore lessons comneng o, Now I hinll
have beon dealt with el hall."
sy bl {1y '--.1"'1 1 nailil.

s v star scave aostch,
a4 AALUNL W28 by b% \ . .

-:1:1:‘;.\:1 I bt quirtted the study, ‘:mrl n!:ulnlln« \\ l;rl-
h).th.‘ Sinth Form class reom. .',ll:n s ra ‘I\"1l\-llll.lftlll 1
troubled him almost as much as the Head, ”T”“': I!is“..\u “1:.
did not suspe t what tho noxt developmend wis !{ o

[Form room, asnd theree was nmmediniely o

oileced the : ; . the IForm in
dight Lucr porcoptible. A Slauey ook d-at the

amazemont.

“Silence ™

Buzr:! . . : ol o B

Do vou hear me? W Iz:[l is the meamine of thhs noise ?
demanded the mastor angrily., .

Talbo: went to his place. Tho next boy to ]l'll.n was Ralee,
and Rale drow away as far as he could from Talbot a3 the
latior sat down. Talbot stared at him. Ralke ostentaiiously
squeozed away from him, =0 as to make it apparent to all
the class that he was doiug so. o
+ Mr. Slaney noticed it, and he lecked at Ralke inquiringly.

“What are vou movine for, Rake ?"

“To give Talbot room, sir,” said Rake.

“Talbot has pleaty of rcom. You—-""

“T don't want to =it tod close to him, sir," said Rake, with

::‘l\ial

“What do you
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“I'm wearing my
gold watch, sixr!”

X ounr gold
waich! Are xou
making a :illy joke,
Rake? What ecan
your gold atch
possibly have to do
with it 7"’

“I don’t want to
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lose it, sir. It was

a present from my
pater, and—"’
“Rake!”
“Yes, sir.”
“Explain what

you mean, before I
gend you to Dr.
XKent to bz punished
for an infamous in-
sinuation against
Talbot 1™

Talbot was sit-
ting as if turnad to
stone. He was talken
B0 utterly by sur-
prise that Le was
tncapable of a
word.

Rake shifted un-
easilv. He was one
of Eldred Lacy's
set, and the enciny
6f Talbot: but =zs
he felt the master’s
angry eye upon him
he felt that lLie had
taken ton  much
upon himeself this
time, However,
there was no bacl:-
mg out now, and
encouraging  whis-
pers came from his
friends.

“Buck unpnp,
Rakae !

“GCo it!”

“Buel up!”

“If you pleasa,
pir,”’ zaid Ralie un-
comfortably, ** Tal-
bot could “iell you
best what I mean,
sir. He Iknowas

Mr. Slaney

fpecial issue, and 1,
ensura gettine woue
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On Friday
Augllst 2ad, two
more new additions
to L T}'.O BGF&'
Friond” Three
penny Complet2
Library will be o2
cale. *

These ara the
numbers and titles
you should ask for:

No. 23:
« PETE'S

SCHOOLDAY S
a new and c?glzj
complete ha”,
Pole's schocl I;.
[)\' S. (,'I..'l_!'kt‘ [E;*;l\.
and Maurice Mors
man.

No. 24! ‘
aP I E GR_I:.-.\T
I'NK.\'O“.\.

Qnother long iIn-
sStalment noxt
Saturday,)

—— 4
Tbhis picture depicts an amusing Incldent from ** Specs's Mistake,” by 'H. C(;:lr
Hook, one of the two complete tales in next Saturday's PLUCK. it
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