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H‘ .t '-"3’5'",‘f;;‘:;;’t_{"_{ii]ﬁ'_;{. when Pat Nugent arrives at St Kit's, an eclection Jg p—
A captaincy of the school AHetwecen Arthur Talbot andg cldmaﬂlpface for the
giiins The victory, hut aftcrwurds resigns his position . at:cy. TGH;“
mocn plot inetigated by Eldred Locy and his Drother, who :’:Ostmg of o
Quirg oy

Lynwoocd.
has vacatod, o

ant cdocumecenis.

Nugent
silver Pox from

reveaiocd.
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jiof the papzrs.
— e themselves.
e siory).

A Question of Price. o
His triumph wgs shattered in a moment; and again lltl'!"'as
Pat Nugent, the junior whom he hated, who had bafiicd him.
“Talbot! He—he——" )
Pat gasped for breath in his excitement,
¢ He——""' gasped Greene.
“ He——"" gasped Blagden,
Talbot smiled zlightly.
* One at a time,"" he said.

T ’
“ Now, what's the row about?’

L 4 Iie_____i’
L3 }IB—'—'”
G - 7

“QOne at a time, I tell you!”

“ Arrah, then, shut up, can't ye
your nncle talk! Talbot, he’s——"
““ He's got——"" gasped Greene.

“The papers,” finished Blagden.

It was out av Jast!

“He's got the papers!” howled all three juniors in chorus.

Talbot stared at them.

“The papers! What papers?” he dewmanded. “ What on
earth are you talking about?”

““Tho box——"'

“He opencd—=""

“Opened it!”

Pat czught Blagden and Green by the collars, one in each
hand, and hurled them back upon the bed.

“Sure, and now ye can shut up while I explain!” he ex-
claimed severely. ‘“ Never saw such kids for talking. Greene
would talk the hind legs off a donkey, and as for
Blazgy—"

‘“*Get on_with what you were telling me,” said Talbot
quictly. **You =ay that Lacy opened tﬁo silver box.”

::%’;s. we ?:g_w l}}’iT !"I o

Ye saw him wwled Blagden and Greene, scramblin
off the bed. ‘‘Hands off, Pat Nugent! We saw him u%
much as you did.”

“1'm not saying you didn’t, ye spalpeens, but why can’t

yc shut up?”’

€L I‘ct

" eoxclaimed Pat.

“ Suppoze you do some of the shutting up? I'll explain

to Talbot”

“Ratz! You couldn't explain the rule of threo, or how

muany beans make five. You dry up und listen!”

“Yes, dey up,” said Talbot. *‘Let Nugent explain. The
firet thing to expluin is, how you camu (o be hidden here
at the time, Nugent?”

And he fixed his eyea on the cheerful junior.

“We camo to play a littloe joko on Lacy,”” explained Pat.
“Jlu's been chivvying us something awlul since the election.
e whaelied Green— ="

“Laid into me with a carpet-beater,” znid Greene.

::}:“‘i. the brute, I saw hiun,'” said Blagden,
Then he came in, and we bunked behind the curtains

“THE GEM " LIBRARY, Preasionafs™™

Soon after, the elcction Tor the position of captain ik
raws near, and Talbot’schum Brooke, who QDPOS'cs L!ch
the majority of votes, and so is elected capiain of St, Iit's, e
his brother to steal a s

He gets possession ofF it, and goes to his Study, v
and his chums are Aiding. Lacy rlocks the door, und fn'tq
his pocket drops it
A knock comes to the door, and the thief is obiiged to lot T,

He has discovercd the theft, and in tho end Lacy hands over Mebg:’:?‘
Talbot is just leaving when Pat, Greeneo, R
Lacy stood, pale 45 cfcath, Riting his lips. (NHow go on With the

Tﬂ")ot
¥ gal,
7 B Lacy s asxpgy.
ilver box belonging to Tatkbot which Containgy N
Simport.

hafﬂ Pﬂ!

; kin
The lid f1les open, and secrot pupei -
Ure

and Blagden ghy,,

on the bed,” said Pat. “ Then he lugged t :
pocket and started trying to open it.’% st b ok of iy
. “There is no opening known,”” said Talbof, takine i
silver box from his pocket. Y have examined e
titnes, thouzh not with the intention of opening it. Do )'oi
mean to say that Lacy discovered the soeret?”

““ No, he dropped 1t when vou knocked at the door, and
then it burst open of its own accord.” ;

*Oh, 1 soal”

“Some papers fell out, and one or two other things. He
put them in his pocket, and now he’s given you the silver
box back empty. You-should have seen him grinning when
your back was turned, when he thought you were going avay
with the empty box.” ,

“Lilke a Cheshire cat,” said Greene.

“Tike a giddy clown in a pantomime,”
comment.

Talbot looked straight at the prefect.

“What have you to say to that, Lacy?” -

“ Only that it's a string of lies,” said thc,Prcfcct sullenly.

““On the contrary, I believe every word.”

“ You are welcome to do so if you want to.

Talbot’s fist tightened. .

‘“ Are you goipg to give me the papers.

“I have none.” . :

“You told me at first that you had not the sxlveregfg:'ig
aftorwards produced it. You certainly cannot exp
believe a single word you say.’ o von”

““ Do as you like. I have no papers to give you-

““ Vou will be wiser to hand them over.

The prefect shrugged his shoult’lcrs. 3

was Blagden's

“T have papers in my pocket,” he sal » o you
: clong 10
own. I de}y you to prove that any ofyl(?l;en:‘.i“ -: pothins

A > an if you like.
Call in your policeman if \do;u (‘,!all in all St

f;;om me. Ca]l in the Head! "
gse !’ a jun!
‘ %alb(!)l- hesitated. ITe believed every wnrd'ttgfl tc?i;cjovgﬂ‘d
had told him. It was so evidently true. hLulg: T contained
the opening by chanece, and tho papers ! "But if Talbot de-
weoro in his posscssion at this mOmENE "o, .o his
manded a public search, how was h“}f hEm-
them? The difficulty at once oceurre do-‘-ince : (ove,
The silver box had nevor been orglw Talbot aud his -]'N
to Dr. Kent, when Talbot was a € ild, doubli*

L L 4 i ! a ‘}{‘rl" ) son
guardian had surmised that it w"ii”:u:hvl\' llm never %47
l‘l"lalillg t‘) th[‘ hf'{.‘r(.-'l' Of '}.l]:j l)lrth.. 11 -
thom. No one at St. Kit s k“e.“
the box; the man who could have
years ngo. " bl

If the papers related to Tn”’.U' i I;;EE:"
upon them—but 1t was l’ro“"»lctr it was b
was not 'Talbot at all—and W ]m yaper#, 10¢ ;
remotest idea. The name on tho I od I“"'t{' '

don® ]

' ‘lf
rove nothing. : IR
i If the search brought the papers to ligh ¢ was 10 be
e 8 wha

persisted that they wero hia propert¥ TALE‘ i
CONTAINS A COMPLETE SGHUUL

\1
for curti ‘i o3
told them ¥ s
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et ation.

aver the prelect’s frtr‘n. aR he saw
e felt that he held the winuing hand

y o b 70 vou going {o do?
giterl “”’n lo said md'oh‘n”\v’: “I!'E' are you g i
1) \\bl‘”- d - 11 [ll\(’.

Cgll in your s
[ thie sovud
el W&

8.

¢

\0“ t,n[ u'OllIK

cavch-party il yo

way am L i

“ You're not goIng

id Vat anxionsly. !

. ‘ins his hand 1n_now.
i\ .

“ qid T L quietly, ‘ ‘
sale l"t]cl)mh-rq him keep the papere, Tulbot?"
“Ie put thew into that pocket; tho

1 am getting tired

pe | iod hie teeth. 1 looks could have killed, Pat

[acy &rh

i .('
) .

thenn
Pat 1['01]!5‘
i
gﬁ: {Lacy drew a sharp, quick breath. .
.t. “l A -

T d\'\‘rl e I : " “ 2
m'.. n‘.‘nﬁ open i1t, .\u;,(nl. said [’1”)0[

“\hat does that mean®" he cried,

Open it instantly!”

e e 3,
“ Rather not! grinned Pat,

' Not

“IHow

half "

‘o fallen lifeless at that moment.
' fndI lg‘l{‘mt "1 am not going to let him keep
Al . - "
Lock the door, Nugent | )
% tly obeyed, scenting ructions.  He darteq to the
Led it, amd dragged out the key in a twinkling.
oChe » W .

dare you lock

Ibot fixed his eyes upon the prefect’s startled face.
:I'ﬁ\rn vou going to give me the papers you have in that

- ’ -
pecket, Lacy? o

“No: they arc not yours!

. . 1
“We need not discuss that. 1 know they are mine.”
“(Can vou prove it sneered the prefecet.

“Probably not; but 1 amn not going to try.

't come to proof at all. Yo ; .
;:?nlfu!lv jur-t!ﬁcd in taking the law into my own hands.”
“\What do vew mean te do!” muttered the prefect, with a
hunted look towards the locked door.

you h)‘ {orce.

ai

The next instant Talbot’s g

in
e

“1f you do rot give up the pa

“Yan—yon dare not!”

The question

1 have stolen my papers, and -

pers,

shall take thein from

“You shall see. Are you going to restore them? If 1
all in the doctor for a searching, as you say, I may not be
able to prove my title to my own property. I shall not
call him in. I am going to take those papers frem you by
force if you do not give them up.

wwer?"”

Now,

vwhat is seur

Lacy's answer was a desperate spring towards the door.

“No, vou don't!”

Lacy turned on him like a wild-c
and snarling. Talbot's

grasp, they reeled across the study in fier

Lacy Has to Give in,

Pat Nugent stood with his back t¢ the door and his hands
his pockets, calmly watching rhe struggie, which was a

rrible ene while it lasted. Bla
out of the way of the combatant

for szfety. To and fro the

deadly grip, Lacy fir

m

of

“l:-I'frht Sung upon him. back against t
cand could strugg
pinued in a grasp of iron. The prefect

ackwards over jf,
Talbot kept him
wrigeled,

tned thet he should not.

Bur the prefect was no match for the

two seniors

8t. Kitee  Back he went at last,

Let me go!”
18 voice was a hoar

. .\E{’J]}.,)""‘ give me the papersy”

" Par Nugent !

Put them jnv»

It
ki

drew out the fold
06, Ti‘eru we
tat

elep

red

. \\
Vill you take the

Llh & 1P ’ 3
}I.a:hr.»r, Yes!” said Pa
¢ prefect made g des

WaS In vaiy,

1 down on the table. and ]

5 il :
8t thirust his nand inig ihe

e,

i » . &
Wait a minute!” Le

e frcpui in the pref
1 A X lwn- {:'.IK‘V nrc'."
“I‘; n‘-c_-.w Cut the ring and i}
L that all, Nugent 1
“.I_ at's all, old ron."

I'ben you ‘ean k0, Lacy”

¢ released (he o, T

“ased the nprefeer.

Lidred [,

Ay stageered aw

HEXT SATURDAY -

Arthur Talbot’s we
16 wae

exclaimed,

falbot turned his head slightly.

t, grinning.
Perate eifort to tear himself loose.
ight and strength pinned
powerless to free himsolf.

rasp was upon him,

at, hitting and Licking
grip tichtened. Locked 1 a deadly
ce conflict,

gden and Creenc dodged
s and serambled on the bed

reeled in that

ting savagely to escape; Talbot detor.

champion athleta

reeling with Talbot's
le table, till he beu:

le no

mare. There

se gasp of exhaustion.

:'\ ‘hat-ho ! said Pat, coming towards them.
papers from the pocket you saw Lacy

prefleet's jacket-poclet, and
fallen from the silver

ed papers that had
re three of then

1@ 1uing

MJAS

A sp‘t‘h

ect’s pocket agnin,

alure,

LAR S FUS
by Maur,

K'S DECRADAYION,"

Viruplete Peliool Tale,
e Merrinian

» and he laid them on the

i Thc-rc; was something

: ; - 4 vy garping for breath., Tle was
with rage and huailiatic S e

m, und ready for anything, Iis

Lhand fell upon the golf-stick lying acroes ihe table, and he
caught it up in a twinkling, and aimed a savage blow av
Talbot's head, '

Had that blow talen effect, Talbot would hava bheen
stretehed senseless on the floor, But Pat Nugent hurled
himself at the prefect jn time, and butted him fairly in
the chiest. Lacy staggered backwards and pluinped down in
a sitting attitude, and the descending stick hit Pat instead
of Talbot, giviug him a sharp rap on the shoulder,

CArrah " howled Pat, clapping his hand to his <houlder.
“Ye baste!” . |

‘I‘Zlag(!en snatched at ihe golf-stick.

. Let’s lay it round him,' he suggested, .
Lét him alone,” eaid Talbot quietly. “Nugent, T an:

greatly obliged to you. Let that cowardly brute alone.”

" Right-ho, if you like!”

Talbot picked up the papers, the ring, and the miniaiure.
He did not look at them. The silver box had been opened.
I, spite of the pledge given and so long kept, but Talbot
still regarded its sceret as sacred. e thrast the papers inta
his pocket without o glance at them. Then Le ixed his
eyes upon Eldred Lacy, who had rizen to his feet, and =tood
glowering like some baffied demon.

“You have tried to rob me, Eldred Laex,” he said, in a
cutting, coutemptuous voice. ““ You are a cur, and ocughi
to be kicked out of St. Kit's, But as far as I am concarned
the matter ends here. | do not want a scandal. You iuniors
will say nothing unless Lacy does.”

:: thrt"ainly'not,." said Pat. ““Mum’'s the word!™

Right-ho!" said Blagden and Green tozether,

Talbot opened the door of the study. The juniors went
out first.  They were in high good-humour. ~ Once more
their friendship had proved a boon to Arthur Talbot, the
1dol of the voungsters of St, Kir's.

" Come along!™ zaid Pat, linking his arms in Blagden’s
and Greene's.  *iWe haven't worked thut wheoze off on
Lacy, as we intended, Lut I'm jolly glad we were in his
study.” i

“Rather!” said CGreene. “Tancy a prefect of St. Kit's
a thief! But what I want te Know is, what value were
few bits of old paper to Laey " :

- “Some giddy secret,” caid Pat carelessly. “ No business
of ours. Mayhe something to do with old Talbor's birth, or
something ; nebody seems fo know anvthing about that.”

“ But that’s net a mystery any longer, if there's any rruth
in what Seth Black says about Talbot being his son,”’
Bilagden remarked,

" You can bet vour Sunday socks that there's no trutn in
it,” said Pat decidedly. “1 s id -so all along. Anyway,
I'm jolly glad we saved his papers for him.”

Meanwhile, Eldred Lacy watched Talbot with burning

eyes as he followed the juniors out of {he room. The prefec:
was quivering with rage and chagrin. Never had his hatred
of Arthur Tzlbot been so bitter.

" Hang you!” he hissed, as Talbot passed out of the door.
“Go, but I will make you sorry for what has happened
to-might, Arthur Talbot.”

Talbot glanced back. There was a smile of contempt upon
Lis handsome faco, .

“I'm not afraid of your threais,” he said coldly.  “v
have already dcne e all the injury in yvour powar. You
can do me nc more. If You could, it would make no
difference; I should not be sorry “for treating you as you
deserve.””

And he clesed the door of the study and walked away,
Straight to his own room he went, and there he sought to
discover the secret opening of the silver box, in order to
replace the papers in it. But it was not to be {ound.

He sought for it for a long time in vain, Then, remens-
bering how Lacy had opened it, he dropped it several times
sharply on the floor, in the hope of jerking the spring open,
But it did not chance to fall in exactly the same way, for
it did not open. Talbot stocd with a clouded brow. He
could not apen the silver box, and it was impossible {o re-
place the papers. What was he do to with them? '

He took thein from his pocket again with the ring and the
minjature,  The face in the latter cauglt the light, M;‘d
shones up clear and beautiful. Jle saw 1t by cn:x‘nm‘l, the
next moment he was Jooking intently at it, Ie hac J‘-“”}
it now; in spite of that ancient piromise g.:'zl\'enk.to ir. tﬁl‘t
man, there could be no harm in more closely loo il?ﬁa‘u*ifu.ﬂ
heautiful face! The face of a woman, young n-m'hi;n iy
Where had Talbot seen 1hr3t wide, white bm“'h('rsel vezulay
dark-blue eyes, hlel'?re? ]“hm;cl:"hud he seen the g
fontures, that well-shaped mouth? e ]

Never belore had his eyes fallen upon lllllﬂt :imr;}:;‘l';;{ﬁésc‘:
he felt that the fuce was familiar. His hands trembled a
littlo : a dimness came over his sight. e b —his mot!ar,
foen? 1lis mother, whom he did not r_:*!.n-'i'd 'rnou h to v
who had doubtlec: died before he wis old 'e : %uzl r
mcinber hier—ol whose [ate he I{m:W pothing —nothing

wn MERARK'S CASTLEN: ' parCee By DR |be

Marvellous Luventicn,
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samao into s mind, ol ]‘? ‘ {‘.i.l.:: with
”l-“'f:h' : | 1he reflection ol his own ii | seoer
[To comparsd 18 where he had seen

i \ T ]:u' L'l“'“ =
atnrd, “.’“‘ 11':L OVes lliﬁ OWn hrow, I3 '.‘“ !
1Tis owh € ’-utlllt"‘tl in the pamling,

.-”!-:‘1..]}‘ rl!!' ( . : %
Ko \'.;f‘t-.'!]l'?'\\l.‘l' Ill' “atnd.

' ot Ile was sure of
! vna has mot hier 3 i ' 8
* ll"ﬂ\ mother's fuce l!h'.."i]\'-;i hl'.\-.
11l1.11 had accompanied 11— 1 _1‘;‘.;1;.‘
; Talbot turned to them quicehly
'l'lx‘cn he stopped vith a decidoed

A endiden
he i‘l‘l**'- e
:‘mt in the minidti
1&]-'\ fontures helor:

TP Tadnd LA
j‘l"‘:fllo : :
A IARNY t%i.‘ln*:\".‘ nd

Fe lut_\’ 11"t‘llli']l't

that now flow came
Wl ] . ; o .
Wliat were the o ‘l W
Imiui YIw JOCTC .l‘l h‘l.‘ s | | J
and took (hom in his hand.
shalko of the head.

1 Jtlver In‘t\ hi
“1.'1'\,‘.‘..”[..]. il lle ('n‘.L:{fJ "?_t
il el e 5 ciptation, ¢ s i .
not casy to resist the ReRT AL the miniature in a large
r"l"i 'Ill‘ l!."l"or"a 1"1‘1 r’ng'. . i l_ ot fl"licn 113'1 lq}ff i!lP
hn‘w't lope. and put the Jatter in %lln}[)ﬂ( cet. ool Bouse
il Tt ’ ‘e wav towards the principal s
. aoae nis \\ﬂ} ‘U\'od]t.h.. X
study "“"}“_m:i:" lln' Eldred Lacy, Talbot did not .ticol mC]:-“ﬁ[L]}
ftor the ri L . 1 0 Was
to l;’ll-l his precious POs3CSsIONE 1n the study. dl lll.‘l:-‘”l | that
- - [}
gocure place except the secret draw nrln; 1tho tﬂTf ‘l'lw L(‘lm"iur'
Y acy e mtoendaed O \=
WwWias low known to LJPS- ek . ylace
as much as was necessary of what had occurred, and pl

g aners mn lii'i charge. . : . A
”l'l'li::dﬁwur was prowing late. Talbot fa[':p..)d :r-q;rl)lﬁlnﬂul:;
of the doctor's study and u.mnred, as he w a.~{?_c_\1\;;l%. s
do. The ras was turned down and the study L pLy.

e 5 Talb sitared a moment. T
Dr. Kent was not there. Talbot hesitared a '
gas being still abight showed that the rdnc;qr 11{1;;‘1;;;
return to the study. Should he wair for 11‘11‘;1 I“i !
glanced at his watch. It was nes l'lf\' ten o'cloc <. ].- _!11 , ‘lho',
the matter wanld do as well in the mr‘)rlilllg-‘l‘“;l = it
niczht, at all evenrs, he need fear no further :1tl-‘..ml]" on ti
pnr;l of Eldred Lacy. And so Talbot lel the study.

“allo, Talbat! Is the doctor there? o

Two [ellows stopped him in the passage. Thes were
Havwood and Dunn, the chums of LEldred Lacy, and the)

-

had evidenily been coming to Dr. Kent's study.

l 10 lu
\\n‘,ll:llll}'n

1 o sorrel

- vod by a thief, bul the sCCTC

) DR ob lionk‘ at the papers. It \\l;[u
but he did resist 1t :y

“No." said Talbot briefly. -

And he strode straight out without another word, Hay-
wood stared alrter him. _ L

“JIallo! Whal's the matier with Tg\lbot: ’ o

“ e doe<n’t like us,” said Dunn, with a chuckle. Had

the cheel: to tell me to<day that it was caddish to bully the
fors into voting for Lacy.”

“Cheek! We're likely to take leszons from the son of a
common tramp!”’

“If the Head's not there, we mav as well go back.”

“Oh, 1 don’t know!"” said Havwood. ‘*1f the Hecad’s not
there, what was Talbot doing in Lis study? More likely hLe
gucases what we came for, and wants it put off.”

“Yes, that's hikely enough.”

‘““Anyway, no hiarm in looking."

“1 say, Havwood!™ caid Dunn, teuching his friend’s elbow.
You still think it a good idea to tell the 1lead about it%"
*“Certainly., Fourteen ol our voters were shut up in the
crypt and couldn't vote. Brooke's no mora captain of
St. Kit's than I am, if right were done.”

“But if we complain of the opposite party's tacties, they
may begin, too." ) i

“What ean they =ay?”’ .

“Well, about bullying the fags—and distributing half-
sovereigns among the junior voters,”

"I don™ suppose all that will come out.
shall deny it," said Haywood coolly,
n new cleclion and get Lacy in.  It's inere humbug ®rooke
being eaptain. He's right under Talbot's thumb, and woe
mizht as we'l have had Talbot still.” '

*Yes, 1 know that.”

“Well, let's get on.

If it does we
“We're going te have

Anyway, it will be one up agains
Tulbot to eomplain, and it can’t do us any harm."p B
“All right; I'm game if you are.”

And the two seniors marched on to tha Head's door
rud knocked. There was no reply, and ITaywood opunc(.i
the door, and glanced into tho dimly-lit study

“Talbot was right; he's not hero.” ’
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body, and at Ahe same timo show t(he best apparatus tu
bring about this glorious rosult,
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v Tv will havo to weit Lill to-morrgw ¢

[Taywoord nodded, and they l'l"ﬂr‘-cli..?}'"-”“D-.
!hf*:.' came onl ill'" llh‘ ("':‘:Il]H' Whnrp 'Il"' ‘r,"
F'.lllf“f"'? weoeroe r‘-i'llfifl_‘i.], lh-‘_‘.‘ tnint l':lt'ranl ] - :‘:.“:."!. “l

“ Haullo, where have you been? .-v;‘-,..:..tl . <

them, 142y, !

““Jusl hern to seo the Head abant the ol ue o 9B
wasn't there,” eaid laywood, “We g ror®% bis o
out of his study, and he was mighity rl[“' Fattuy = 1
I think he knows we are going o make o ¢ 1 w8
play in the election” Ake & fus ab -,':"!.'

Lacy nodded. The two zonineg strolled “
Ilaywood’s study. Lacy stood for -m.n‘,\',r""‘ nd opipe s
and then walked quictly down th, 1_:|',___‘;'[_":""-"- i TP
prineipal’s quarters. 133u g0 l'-a-a..-.,; "3.[".-]'

. T -
7ho Doctor's Discovery,

¥ Dear me!l”

Dr. Kent adjusted hiz pince-nez, and stares
into his open desk. It was half-past ;,-;" "l'r .Ilr}l'rr'l"'.hrh“’l
St. Kit's had returned to his study. ”"“in: ‘ r“:" Hoa o
to Mr. Slancy, the master of ‘the 1'.‘011‘::;['”‘—1: 10 e
return _in ten minutes or so.  But ha had ;,,'."_"7‘.“';
discussion with the muster of the Fourtly, v :f-,"}f"ll'-‘«. \
so interesting that it had lasted nearly apy ]_','fl'.i. e W
the striking of the half-hour by (he seheool .. 50 "
that it was half-past ten, Dr. Kent had e, r035ced
back with a start from his enjoyable OXCUE sty df”:,u:'i'::; |

Codeen gad

Greek roots, and realised that the examinag .,
had ntended to prepare that evening wonll|
left over till to-morrow. :

[Te had satd good-night to Mr. Slaney. and returnod
his own study, intending to put his papors away .,“”,':",,,t"
out the gas. But as soon as he eatered the rocm Lo peiie @
that the gas was turned a little higher than ke
it, and thar the door was ajar.

““ Ah, somecene has been here for e murmnrad the
Head, ‘I really hopo that it was nothinge importans *

Then he gave a start, He was certain that he had
Lis desk closed, and here was the lid of it yuire open,
the interior had certainly boon disturbed.

“ Dear me!”

e stared in dismay into the desk.
believe his eyves at first.

:"i"-‘:"a'i Id |

fsve ta by

* noticed

y had ’
F L i ! .
. bord ‘L' |

He could hardle

Someecne had been in lus sudy,
and had opened his desk, and dared to woddle with the
contents. Whom could it have been? What could have
been the object? :

The doctor suddenly changed colour. A painfu! thouzht
flashed into his mind. He stepped quickly closor to the
desk, and opened one ol the little drawers, It was b
drawer in which he usually kept the money wsed for tae
house accounts, and sometimes there was quite a large
sum there in gold and notes. The littls drawer was noses
locked, but it was the dector’s custom o keep tae dess
itself locked when ‘he left it. On the present cotedos :
having merely stepped out of the study tor ol
intending to refurn almost immediately, he hod vt loek
it.

“Good heavens!” murmured the doctor. ;o

His kind old face had gone deadly white ‘ylu‘“‘--};"‘_"
was empty. The little leather bag which shoud o el
there, wiili forty sovercigns in it, was gone. ,l“" gt
in which banknotos to the value of as raue fmare =
reposed, had disappeared!

. /
A sport LI

!Z-})t.\aj
b fnn €1 SIS

'I'Imre was !

The money had been stolen! o e 1o U
doubt ahout that. Sowmcone had entered i 080
doctor's absence—had found [he desk "“1“"5'-‘l‘““:,;::\':' had
locked--and then the rest had followed. “"Iw.'.‘ e 1o S
no doubt about it. Undoubtedly sone bn RS
Kit's had yielded to a sudden templalion. gl schoodd

The money was gone! “There was a """"3[_ ok ~ropntd
The doctor covered his face with his ha zf"?,‘;:..x ir W
alond. How carcless e had been'! ”ll.‘,,.t.l:'- d
his fanlt that this horrille thue bad ;-'i!l-.--‘ - tifi"‘;"'.‘.i.

But who could have done ity 1o had & lpavet DO

H . ||-." ' " .
thiof in the school. It m o nll 18

that there was o

Vs s ang AWOTe Betog
somo fellow in the Upper Forms “1’:' {‘ “"‘, 1,1, :‘__
llf‘ll lung ngo, Sonur sentor ll.'_ll n“.arh ,[-‘;-.‘.-;.f"' (i _-,"\'f
Epeak to tho doctor—-that was toe 6= l and opport® 5
had como there for some innocent purposte @
had mmade ham a thief loctor agaiil S

“Good heavens!™ murmured the CoCTE S et

A thiof at St. Kit'st The horvor, the <8t g, es
fl\t'l'\\llt‘]lll‘.“_l{l\' ‘|‘“,“ [hp ,[\1{!&1 i')lt 'il\. ,,'.H“ !|\'|t“' ( . ...:
stood there with his face in his !“”-HI?' PR hapre 18
old sclion!l was vory dear to h.nn. W [l;ll! .“:ul R
An inquiry—perhaps the police - scandal, T
was terrible! doar, a:q{ AL

Thero was a tap at the hallopen
came iu.

- L"'
CONTAINS A COMPLETE SCHOOL TAY




DuYy

. . i _7!'
[ " 1 haves hedeni 1]||n1'.1]:f{ thn .\fr.
' v Rrenet Mo e of n new nrgament, rrd ln}--l ':”;'r“”;
+ Jat | - . ' - ] i ' ) 2 )

L o oy TR thoud ." Iy 10 ¢labari e at, _I.raf nt i "TI:. ’] !

- ""l\r‘“ 1o i: « 1l i " ‘.’!I:.iﬂ' l] ’rl"'i JT:" rrl}llfl' ,‘. A f I-Ilr

the l ‘;..r : prratnds |I Le tho snetiers he exclaimed, in

the 9% | what Call .

P M0 , Lite, weird face,

, (Faiti i ‘\”h n wiil [ e R
.n!ll ll' ant I ted up A\fr. Slancr, ' ho satd, ** I‘m!{ al

{ 1 ‘.S
Jo~ I carc.d ’

i wit ! . . we
fhe, 0N ) 1 the empis e
". 1‘v|ll|‘ ';.-:}l"l'l‘ v "
.’- Wi ""‘lh"‘:{,‘..u vighty pounds from my s K.
v IS EiEN AR
IR TR T b

. : : .prh‘ll.
\fr. Slanes 21

Wy o presible?

l' ' t . .

uh e (% rtam,

v awav from 1,

to b 8 e to lock my dess.

en’dl the ]]o:-d mirrr:dﬂ;.'. “T intendod
my study only a few minules, rmr} [ edid
x Romeone came in daringe inv

pot (TONDIC ST st have noticed that the desk wae not

! alase e \‘?IU of the bhoys know that money 15 kept there,
L any © o, I "
| I:.".rd‘ -'. f‘“ - [h.l (II L ‘111!1.’_'1'.- [ T"' < =
} snd on BNCGTE with a guiver in his voice, It was necdliess
| He ".'(’.t‘o T'.ni.'..;.—ir was all only too terribly clear. and
- otall -
1o Fvo into ¢«

e retood, ’ |
S 2 o terrible business,” he said. "It was a sudden

. s 1 1 Dl . 3 .
izt dl nhtless, but the bar 1 queztion must have
- " N «) it A 5 ' i -

temptat ot S mind and heart ; znd probably desperately

heen dishonest in 11 |

i want of money.

“ What conld a bow

Mr. Slancy

at 8t. Kit's wani with =0 large a

The

g :
tug;: Qlaney hesitated a moment befure replying.

o Tooked straight at him. .
J("-‘:';If‘ \{(1:1'13)\\ ;;uf:hin;:. or surmizo anything, Mr. €laney,
for ‘ru:--!nr';" cake tell mo, :.nd‘:bro'.v what lhight you can
[ cr:{lrj thie dark gna'.ic-r'.’ he f:..‘f{’xf.ll'll:'--']._ s )

«Y will do, sir. 1 have suspected for a long time that

wme of the Upper Form bors ].--';.-..'t- dealingz with the
bettine set at the Dragon, in Northiey, I know nothing
{ar cortrin, but I think it will probably turn cut that the
thiel is one of thoeo ]"3.'7"‘- ; -

The doctor pessed hiz hand across his brow,

wIt 1z mapossible 10 let such a theft pase)” he caid
heavidy. *There must be en inquiry. 1f it could be kept

Can you

(QUCS LI

sOCT It — 1.\':1 T}a:!i 18 II.a,?J\—"‘:“Il!,";".‘. I‘._i}'-lk U’f any b")‘:’ in
particulzr, who conld be without the whole
echool being teken into the metter, Mr, Slaney?t”

The Fourth Torm master shook his head.

“It weuld hardly he fair to mention names, without a par-
ticle of proof of any kind.” he observed; **and my know-
Irdge does net exiend so far, 1 1 might venture to
adviee—-""

“Certainly \"
. 1 should leave the matier till the morning. Then make
nquiries, and diccover what boy could have been in vour
stdy this cveningz. Thet can be done without meking the
erieee public properiy. A thief is detestable, yet T chould
ba in [avour ci discovering him if possible swithout a
tcandal, and sending him away quietly from the school.”

_“ You are right, Mr. Slaney. I think we will say nothing
il the morning.” )
He

Aud the dector, with a heavy sigh, locked hiz desk.
:T;;t' :oTl‘-c-d. _l.n:l.L there was very little sleep for him that
]:. Ln o ,_1011\\. rclcr:s‘*cl thing ﬂmt. had happen?d lay like a
e Hi;c:g. {ir;:qpo::_h:'uxzt and mind, and banished slumber
P _.(‘[ “ret, in his most gloomy moment he did
. 20 of what the morrow was to bring forth—of the
ww that was preparing for him!

The Dcctor Inguires,

Dr. I{ . 2 =
but on I‘;,f f‘f‘“‘ju}’ f‘i-’:!f the Sixth Form in the merning,
he did nct or o 0B following the events we have related
in his ;-";d;.'-"p"“ 1{1 the Sixth-Form room. Ile was soste

: Mr. Slancy, the master of the Fourth,

ard the p 'f'“i‘
et 100 flﬂl!l ) 5 AT S . -
R Form for the nonce had been placed under

2¢ of Arthur Talbot

B not @ 3 AN o .

of the Sinth nt:..f. minon thing, of course, for the head-boy

Qroumsiagee :-ni'l.'.‘:t ¢ charge of a lower Form, znd the
'Il.ll: l.'-f'l.",h iy ¥ e, (‘(unlntnnt “hfifﬂ\'(‘r.

Place of 3, Jorm was elated at having Talbat in the

‘..

C
1 «lancy e
5 1!."’ nao Ligh ji:;ﬁ: Iluxu VY roou found that there were
a (_“*:.i ¥ 5 RLEE ! Cilisw, 'u sy o . o §
Hisr i : , XL was quiie as ke
Wi l' Jetian dill’lﬂin' Crons 4y \lr Qr .].. ‘. i
§ “ha e wmork f 1} 1o Slr. Slaney ecould have
l.sm;l nay. ! W thic rf):lflh wont for\\urd ill ‘h()
allot
LMV . .
1, AL 2t Mr. Slaney! ‘ >
;-.r,‘:. during the lI-;:r-‘r;!]h-} f’- ‘]':‘[k' aned did his own work
cqurra iy attention '*olourth were busy, and did not

|h113,» P et ]oe “n. ot although

4 ] . it 1 ) . ¢
Ume i, of hite “f'{("’-}'"h]"! that he way thinking at thnt
of Lo pochey T and less of the Fourth Form, than
4 e hag not beer ;llrl n his Lreast pochet,

810 cpen the silver box, and so the

i HEXT. SF\TURD AY s, UACK'S DECRADATION,”

Arthur was doing his

Btlendld Lone. Complote Betin] Todas
by Maurice Merrimag

k

«The Marvel’—LEvery Wednesday, id. 37

-

ninialss P 11 in vh
ninialure, were 4] 3
{hern, and naturally

papers, the rir,'f, end thae
"lo-"!ﬁfﬂ' ‘a'tlp"f‘- rn- h.']'j :;!.:rl-r!
{Il! i Il, II.'.'['.-T'_ lhtv‘” 1 !p{- L'tuj", ",];4- iy .'.a L-';_fj (;""'lfl
1" He hiad internded 2 20t the JHezndd tey tzke charpe aof
thewy, but Mr. Elanes hadd nleed npisn 1o lesk wfie:
Fourth, and =a he buad not seen De. et sinee [ragerr,
He was thinking sx he s2¢ a0 My Slanrg’s
fiir, mwoeat fure of rsninire—ane foen b el
wather,  Litle did he :

believeed te 1y
of vibat was pasing in the doetor's saply s of

L aid

L ¥ 9%/
desk, of 1~
1
l'ln
‘.!]:',T ‘;‘ il.;b f;..'.-:;!"
the wirrIn
thil wan L}J":l. 1n theses YOIy Iommnents gali":;:!.:', resly
1 burst, nupon nis nearl, '
LI -

-

In my epinicn.,” Mr. Rlaney was resnaryinz, i mus
haxve been a Sisth-Yorner wha came into vour stndy Jass
night, ir }

The juniors were zll in bed, znd mos of the

e ' ¢ 2 .a. -
Fifth. At all cvents, we should eonfins our questioning o
the Eixth first, and inquire fusther i we fail 1o disvmver
:;lr_'."h:m; there”
‘e s el
T agree with yon, Mr. Slanes,'? the Head roslied. “1
(e nee r;rr(o. Tr;_ rI:;r--.i oy ].;,.'; clas 1, },r,'.-.r_‘,.'_:' TR ST 2] 73"
2 matter, if it eun he pelued, Wil e ¥ rn Szt 1t
any of them know of = bot whe came 10 Iy «tndy lacs
mght., 1f any do et ther corne hern, zud T will avirizin
vhat they know. The thoft need not be inene e cel.??
i - . 1 . . — - LRSS & - "
Yes, sir. That i 2 judiciens wlan.”
A o - »? . - .
And Mr. Slaney went to the S8izxth-Form tosm. The Sixh
were all in their places, wondering wny the dostnr disd
not oo: Thev all Yeckad 2 S Y “ihe Parih Por
10t come.  l1ney all looded nguizingly at the Fourth Form
- o - - - . - - - - -

master as he came in.
Mr. Slancy glanced over the clazs. All the &gl

LR =

th::rr} with the exception of Arthur Taibot

“If:nr. the :loc‘ru.r coming, sir!” asked Eldred Lacy.

Not al present,” said Mr Sleney. 1 am to izke charea

of the clase for first lesson, 1 =

“1 hope Dr. Kent ic not i, cje”?

“He is not ill, Lacy. By the way, the doscfor %ishes g
know if anyone went to his study last evenine? Iz anvone
in_the class aware?” i ) -

avare!

Harwoed and Dunn looked at cne ansiher wonderinel-.

“Yes, sir,” said Haywood, = I wzs there.” T
Alr. 8laney looked at him quickly., Hzrweod certainle
did not look or speak like a feliow who had anvthing o
conceal, and the instant admission kardly bzd tbe ap-

pearance of guilt.

“So was I, sir,"” said Dunn. X went with Haywood 1o
speak to Dr. Kent.”

:‘ Indeed! Was Dr. Xent there at the iimat”?
No, sir. He wasn't in the study, 9 We Came awav

again.”’ .
J'BH'm! Well, Dr. Kent would like to 22 vou abond i
You had better both go. You will find Dr.” Kent in his
study.” .

. Hayweod and Dunn exchanged another glunee. wondor-
g, and somewhat uncasy. Then ihey lefr the Sizti-Form
rcom, and the seniors were scon bard z2f work with Ar.
Slaney.

Heywood and Dunn arrived at the decter’s study, and
entered. The head was lucking verr pale and worned,

as they noticed at once.

“ Mr. Slaney said you
Haywood.

“ About our coming here last nizhi, sir,”” added Dunn.

The doctor leoked at them quickly.

* Certainly! That is quiie righi.
night "’ -

“ Yes, sir.’

“ Alone, or both together:™

“Together, sir.”

“At what time?”

“T think it was just on ten, sir.”” Haywood glanord at
Dunn. “ Didn’t wo huar the clock sirike just after weo ook
to Lacy, Dunni”

Dunn nodded. _

“Tell me as near as yvou can,” =aid the ITead.

"1 think T sheould =av about five minutes to ten.”
Hayweod.
anyway.” :

*1 was not here, of course. Did von enter the study?™”

“1 knoched, sir, and then opened the door. The gae was
turnced down, and ndbody was here, so we wenr away.

“Did you come right in?" -

“Well, I think 1 stepped just inside and looked ronnd.

““What was the resson of your coming et surh an bour to
gee me?"

“ 1t was over the election, sir”

The doctor looked at him inquiringly. . .

“We had just discovered that there was foul plar e
clection, sir,” said Haywood boldly. We thousht we
ﬂu;’_’ht to come o von, and r(-?l\i'l'!l!'q at oncey, l}f we .;:-'l L"
it. Brooke and his (o2 would have said we thought of it aflte

| N “PLUGK " I* -

wicshad 1o sce us, sir,” said

You came here las®

?

Fz;d

*“That would be right within = minute or two.

-
-
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¢« The election! Well, never mind flhni‘l now. '“l]-‘:l-;l E‘.(.m | ) - ——
entercd 1y study, did you notice whether iy des vas v r . ) \
e - - v
e i dasent. ganeine | X OUR P ditor
0]:'11 Jidn't ook towards it, sir, said IHaywood, glancing )i (- La ..1 -O S Or(no
e o (¢
L}

towards that article of  [urniture, and
t o |l.'1r'tll 1hf‘ l]('}(_'t‘)r IH"'IHIUTI(‘ll l= rﬂl'. ':" --: .‘;}.—_‘_—"-—-__k____

—

curionsly now
won‘;:’.r““: “Il.‘ i l ' tl wy 7’
“Then you didn’t notiee! Allletterc should ne addressog

..i[

““ No., sir' . : "The gqg;
“ Nor you, Dunn?"” : ‘ “earmelite Hause, Carmelite Street o PLug
1 didn't enter the room, &ir, &0 I couldn't have secen, . Lgndun:
" e - .
rway. : . JACK'S DEG : e
gy And vou were both together all the time you were ACK'S DECRADA PION
here?” . Our first long completo tal
" . ov o e e . 1y a o rf = T N <
- 4 Yes, sir. Is anything the matter? asked Haywood, day's issue of PLuck will rleal)w?{}hml life f; Text 6.,
curionsly. * Has anything happened?™ school life, and will be written b L quite g .o  Saty,
The Yead did not reply to the guestion. 4 TN of
“ Now, my boys,” he =aid, in his kindly voice. ““Did you MAURICE MERRIMAN
V' see ans n~dy else near my study: anybody in it, or looking )
_'. - - ¥ = > -y " ¢ - » o
as ‘[,!"" had been in 1t?” . . whom I dare say you will remembear aq {1 ;
“Yes: there was a fellow coming out as we came up. popular story, ““Three Dritish Boys.” 1€ authar of ..
The Jdoctor gave an cager f,’f”l' My recaders will find “Jack’s Degradatiog “
* Ah, are you sure of that? . change, and T hope you will all make n o B e
“Yes, sir, of course. We stopped and spoke to him, and  your copies of PLock in advane "% bomnt of o4
2 ’ . : nce, for not on)y peoleag
he =1id he had come here to sce you, and you weren't remark with regard to a acw style of stopy .00t S
stvle story

in. But we lcoked in to make sure for curselves,” Haywood firsi, but also to the s=cond, which is en
added by way of ex-
planation.

“You remember
whom that boy was,
of course?”

“Yes; Tathaer,
sir ! Arthur Talbot.”

Dr. Kent almost
jumped ofl his seat.

} ;:I’l"!." to th,
titled > P
e "OPR AN K'sg
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g thrilline ard
thoroughl, nterg:.
g talo of a paeesl
lous inventipn,

OUT h"l"f.;f_.i)_.\, Y!

e . T ; 7 J"'; ‘I 5 / : ' g - = 'l'he tWo new =,
' di‘d \:O}L!ltq-iy 9}} nam "iy)f/f,( ' A SPLENDID o ditions ‘;-;r 711
“ Arthur Talbot, L=/ LONG, COMPLETE SCHOOL Boys' Friend"
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The doctor drew a 'fr;/ . Wi = -HU‘I., g .'.‘.E"
deep\}:rent}h. ‘ wlljilrr’fgi il by S t"L,'ﬁ]*—?{.
& ““ Ah, then it 1is L = S Ny 9p v e
Iy 7 cf INo. 22 STOPT-
| H U . f ING LIFE,"

| 4
. evident we are on a
by A. 8. Hardy,

 {false scent! Did
. you sea anvone else
» near my study ?"’
‘““No one, sir.”
“Do you know if
anyone eclse waw-
*coming to speak to
me last evening %"
v * No, sir.”
“Ah, you mav re-
* turn to the Sixth
- orm room, Dunn.
~ Haywood, will vou
kindly go to ‘the
Fourth room, and
talko charge of the
» Form, and ak Tal-
bot to Lindly step
into my study "’
' “Cortainly, sie !
w \
- T'he doetor turned

These two new 34,
hooks have neover
been published Le
fore.

Jaek Dlake, Figzios
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CGem" Library, the
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to hlg.pa]mrs again, ine  thal you wert
and dipped his pen noltine for opiicl
~~1n the ink; but he veewrding vour Jit
& did not write. The e 1 hare so
- two seniors left the :.;rl(-.! to  epTE
- room, und closed the n‘zim‘- 3
door. — Then  they ] have T
btﬂ.!‘(tt! at ecach olther avery lnll:f‘ or L'-_'_.”.
nl?'unl'nal.v. (:'!!l'. i‘\"'!'. I}. .T 13
.\\. hat's the t\'\“. | fhin' o
meaninge of all {he vory b {
tha’lf 9 5.’1id DUIII}, iu :lptl“ ctory -‘\!
a I““- "OiC(". ]‘-‘1\'!‘ ove? ":1...
I. % I’r'f-lt_v pluin, I o Merr) ‘.._': ot
| "l_uhl.. ., 2aid ay- ting me MBSy
B wood. Somebody's ¢ Juck ..
Leen  Loning  some- ot school. me
thing ocut of the doe- . I“.-c{.-: g
tor's  desk — thuat's dueed * 10" anid
what it means —and coveral 71BN il
he wants to know tpey  hav wore b
who was prowling the stors T ey
round in his &l udy class, ° L‘n.-'h‘ :.r
Inst night while he “'-‘“""l\- ars Py
-~ wal gone.” | 3 -  theme Y
" o et — —— e — b RLi
- (Another rong In- J This plcture depicts an exciting incldent from " Jack's Depradation,” by Maurice } T
i Stalment noxt Merriman, on» of the t | . e 2 tas ad: OUR LT
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