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“BILLY BUNTER”
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EARLS BARTON BOY'S AMBITION

YFT'HE one wish of Billie Barton.

the Earl Barton boy who has
figured prominently in the news by
reason of his abnormal weight, has
been to appear in films work,

Now Billie, who, although only 14
years of age, welghs 17 stones, is
noping to attain his ambition.

He has recently been given a
screen test for the part of Billy
Bunter, of Greyiriars School fame,
in a flm which will shortly be pro-
duced. :

The stars taking part will be
Nellle Wallace and Claude Dampler.

. . 8 &




THE FAT BOYX.

We are glad to hear that the most
remarkable schoolboy in fiction, William
George Bunter of Greyfriars, will shortly
be in a series of films (says the
‘“ Morning Post ’). The school at which
he and his festive companions, Harry
Wharton, Bob Cherry, the Rajah’s son
(who talks like Austey’'s ‘' Bayard from
Bengal ), and the rest, make life an
everlasting rag, is altogether an imaginary
institution. It is as unreal, no doubt, as
Narkover or Will Hay's college or the
stage seminary in which Young Woodley
had his melodramatic Jove affair with the
housemaster’s wife. Yet members even
of the nine famous public schools for
which the standard Latin Grammar was
prepared laugh over the red-and-blue
monthly periodicals wherecin their own
decorous days are so comically carica-
tured. . Billy Bunter is the Fat Boy of
Dickens, lifted into a loftier social plane
and taught to talk with exhaustive
cloquence, whenever he smells a hamper
from alar. His only characteristic is a




from afar. Hix only characteristic is a
love of fine confused feeding at other
people’s expense, for he never has any
pocket-money of his own. It must be
forty years since he entered Greyfriars
and he is still in the Remove, wearing an
Eton jacket and striped bags. Now and
again, since Harry Wharton & Co. took
to travelling abroad as far as China in
search of virile adventures, he has uncon-
scionsly checkmated villains out of sheer
stupidity. He has been the victim of »
hundred practical jokes, owing to his
overruling love of ‘' tucksh,”” and every
first Thursday in the month his yells of
anguish and frenzied expostulations will
again be heard. Rival journals have
tricd to produce as popular a boy glutton
—perhaps one Baggy Trimble is proxime
accessit. Yet even he falls an far short
of Billy Bunter as the pig-eyed Baron
von Tott did in comparison with the
inimitable Munchausen. If all this boy-
Falstafl's admirers flock to see him visibly
swelling on the sereen, the maker of these
belated Bunter pictures should reap as
rich a harvest as the creator of Mickey
Mouse. Only English minds can invent
such whimsical types and laugh at them



EARLS BARTON'S
“BILLY BUNTER™
IS THINNER

l ILLIE BARTON, of Earls Barton,

who at the age of 15 welghed over
17 stones, is losing welght, ¢ is now
16 and weighs a little over 16 siones.

Billie, who lives in Statiou-road, told
a * Mercury and Herald " I'E{}DI'IEI', that
ne has begun work at a plastics factory.

Shortly befure war broke out he was
hoping o take the part of Billy Bunter
in a film about Greviriars School. His
film test for the part was satisinctory,
biat war caused work on the film to be
suspended,
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The Immortal Bunter

A controversy is being conducted in a
literary paper on the social significance
of Billy Bunter and his associates. The

theory has been propounded that a false
and - pernicious pattern of values has
been established around this character.
Bunter, it is contended, is static, not
an&mswe: he represents the world of
910; he is anti-intellectual; he is a snob;
he is branded as socially unacceptable
by the antiquated slang in which he in-
dulges. The Bunter myth, it is implied,
1s infinitely detrimental to adolescent
stability, - Bunter, in short, must go.
_Well. the anti-Bunter school are en-
titled to their views. But if Bill
Bunter’s position is ever seriously chal-
lenged, a multitude of friends from all
classes of society will rise to defend him.
Bunter, it is freely conceded, has his
faults and shortcomings, but his very
defects commend him. His antics and
a isms have engrossed the attention
of generations of boyhood and girlhood.
Bunter s unique, sui generis, timeless,
above sect and party. Serene and im-
perturbable, Bunter will be found com-

placently consuming his tuck for man
_}“EII‘E o come,




The School Story

Someone has been asking what will
happen 1o the school story if the publie
schools fade away or open their porials.to

all-comers. It is an undeniable fact that the
very instifulion which has been the target
for widespread criticism has proved im-
mensely popular in fiction, Thousands of
boys who have never seen a housemasier
face to face or gorged in a tuck-shop have
enﬂerly followed the fortunes of wvarious
rich youths receiving a perfunctory educa-
tion at private seminaries complete with
approved conventions and traditions. Bill
Bunter and Wharton hardly t:ml ¥
the progeny of proletariat, yet their
adventures command the closest atlention
and the highest respect in the households of
the humble.
If juvenile fiction were intimately related
o e wul o T . P
0 wWou ad o' rts glimpsed
inrthm strenuous days of t:I:-,li‘ll whl%h \gere
10 lead to glittering proconsulship. Yet
who has heard of a lad o' pairts and his
early struggles in the village school figuring
in the kind of epics reserved for Tom Brown?




Children's Reading ;

West and gangster stories |

are having strong rivals in

the reading estimation of schoo!

children. Since the war there has

been 3 marked Increase in the

choice of more serious books by
boye and girls.

This has been Egund at Plymouth |
FPublic Library where the number
Bolding juvenile tickete has risen |
during the past few years, Chil-
 dren’s t{aste iz becoming more

ssgrious, books on engineering
finding particular favour., Authori.
ties have found difficulty In keep- |
ing young readers from drifting|
into the adult section and select- |
ing bookg there! i
* Perhaps the day will come when |
some aspiring ten-years-old will |
legve the llbrary triumphantly
bearing volumes by Aldous Huxley |
or Tolstoy. At present Billy|
Bunler ond his fictional contem-
porgries siill lead the jutenile|
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Christmas Annua_l 1,)

The Saturday Book. Edited by
Russell., (Hulchinson, 15s)

Thers is much to interest
tastes in the new issue of thus 4
miscellany, now in its fifth year
its 288 pages, 128 are pictés
including  fifteen reproductions
colour of nineteenth-century
and English ﬁniuting‘!. Ther
shiort stories by J, Maclaren
Norah Hoult and Stella G
Articles range from studies ﬂ" |
Empress Kugenio and Mr. a :
Beeton (of the cookery hooklg

{essay on his work by
Spender. A similar essay is
buted by *“Frank Rie
creator of ‘‘ Billy Bunter ' and JH
most prolific of all writers .
stories.

On the pictorial side this rul!’!
particularly well found. One
of photographs deals with
another wi fine furniture, °
another * reports ' the 1R00's #
effective panorama, Perhap®
brightest section is that oce
| elve Portraits by Low.'

PeiiE







LL lovers of the “Gem"”
and “Magnet'—and
both papers have their.
followers in tens of
thousands, both here and in
the Dominions—will E;
delighted to see that Fra
Richards is back on the
job and has written a long
autobiographical article in
this year's “ Saturday
BOUk;" B

We may hope that the * 2
and “Magnet"” themselves, afler
having been “amalgamated”
with other papers for the last
five vears owing (o the paper
shortage, will reappear before
long.

Frank Richards—so he calls
himself when he writes in the
“Magnet ': in the “Gém™ he is
Martin Clifford—is the creator
of those imaginary schools,
Greyiriars and St Jim's, and
between 1909 and 1940 he was
writing weekly stories about
them to the tune of one and a
half million words a year.

No one who made their
acaquaintance in his boyhood
will forget Bob Cherry and
the rest of the Famous Five at
Greyirinrs, or Tom Merry. and
the Honourable Arthur A,
D'Arcy at St, Jim's : but with-
out n doubt the greatest of Mr.

Richards’s creations is the fat
bov Billy Bunter.



1a  Bunter—with his  vast,
gpherical form, his spectacles, his
endless search for feod and his
postal orders which never turn up
~Mr. Richards has achieved
comething that 15 denled to most
imaginative writers: he has
erénted n charaeter ab'e to {ravel
outside the bounds of the reading

publie. ki
a1

I HAVE known na barrage
balloon nicknamed Billy
Bunler by its crew and [ have
known the same name given (o a
promising porker on a form,

In neither ease, probably, did
the people who used the name
Kknow its origin. That s fame,
and in his interefling article Mr.
Etchnrds telis” how hie nchieved

However, he also uses a para-
grapa or two {n delivering a rap
over the knuckles t¢ me, and I
musl anpwer him. Some years
aro I wrote, in 2 manthly maga-
zine, a long artele on the “Gem"”
and “"Magnet,” and Mr. Richards



answered me  vigorously the
following month. I made the mis-

take of assuming that Frank
. Richards’s stories were wrilten by

relanys of hackewriters, and this
seems to have rankled. In “The
Saturday Book" he raises the
point again.

What is the use of telling the

ublic Lhat the " Magnet™ wis
“specially written™ in a sivle
“easily imitated”? How many
wreiched imltators have trled to
imitate it 1 could not count with-
oul going into high Agures—but
notl one ever succecded.

The proof of the pudding Is in
the eating. ,The stuft sold like
hot cakes—¥rank Richards was
incessantly dunned for twice or
thrice as much copy as he could
produce . “A good many
tried—allernately amusing ond
exaspernting thelr vietim. Not
one ever got awny with it
George is a very good writer in
his own line—but in this mutter
he sim{)lf did not know what he
was talking about."

AN




N reprinting the cesay 1 have

corrected the original error,
but, in case this should reach Mr.
Richards's eyes, 1 should like to
explain how I came to make it.
The fact is that It just did not
strike me ag possible that any
one human being could wrile a
long complete story—let alone
two or three such stories—every
week for 30 years.

In that time Mr, Richards pro-
duced something like 45,000,000
words, As a jnumn'llni; who
works fairly hard {o produce
about 150,000 words a year, 1
find this just unimaginable.
However, It is quite true, as [
now know from several sources.

And, incidentally, I also know
7 comic strip artist who bhas
produced his * plece” without a
break six days a week for 20
Mears. -

Mr, Richards ndds that one of
his ambitions is to wrile a book
on religion. T look forward lo
that book. Meanwhile, good luck
to him and soon may the * Gem "
and " Magnet"” reappear. Who
would not rejoice to hear Bob
Cherry's cheery * Hulle, hulle,
hulle ™ again, or see some disaster
hngren o Gussy's top hat?

1 the same, there has been a
change in .the social atmosphere]

veee Reviewed Hore ov

THE SATURDAY
BOOK, edted by
Leonard Russell
(Hu!chinson, 15s.).
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of this country in the five years
since the two papers were sus-
nded. If T were Mr. Richards
would be inclined to introduce
a lHitle Left wing Idcology into
my stories and perhaps even
transfer the heroes to some more
“advanced " kind of school.
How about turning St. Jim's _
into a co-educational esztablish- |
ment, or sending Billy Bunter
and the Famous Five to Darting-

fon Hull? |
LY |

‘IR RICHARDS'S coantribution
2% i3 not of courge the whole of

“The Saturday Book,” which is
as full of unexpected things as
ever,

There is an article by A. L
Rowse on All Sculs College: al
lomf rticle by Stephen Spender,
explaining the successive stages
by which a poem is written; an
np]l)recml.lnn of Lombroso, the
Italian criminclogist, by another
criminologist; a sludﬁ of the
Empress Eugenie, by Miss C, V.
Wedgwood ;  short  stories by
Norah Hoult and J. MacLaren-
Ross ; an article on the mistalkes!
of histarinns, by Ernest Newman i
and much else,




Two contributions which stand
outl by reason of thelr queerness
are those of Julian Symonsg and
Mr. Fred Bason. Alr, Bason is a
second-hand bookseller who has
had a long acquaintance with
Somersel Maugham, the novelist
and playwright, and here wriles
his reminiscences of him.

Julian Symons, the brother of
the late A, J. A, Symons, provides
some astonishing and hitherto un-
published information about the
mysierious “ Baron Corvo*—
author of * Hadrian the Seventh ™



—to whom A. J. A. Symons

* devoled s much regearch.

HERE are 12 caricatures Iir

" Low—of Bertrand Russell,
Aneurin Bevan, T, S. Eliot, Sir
Wiilinm Beveridge, and others =
and two large sections of the
boak are given over to pholo-
graphs. One scciion, which cone
taing  several very Dbeautiful
compoasitions, consisis of pholoe
graphs of furniture and other
household appliances.

The other is a panorama of the
Englund of 50 years ago. lHere
vou cin see Keir Hardie in his
deersinlker. the Prince of Wales
(Edward VIID in his high-
crowned bowler, Bernard Shaw
with only 4 moderate-sized
beard, young women in the first
short skirts learning to ride
fixed wheel bieycles, Aubrey
Benrdsley in a check suit, and a
whole gallery of aclors, politi-
clans, selentisis and what-not.

There is also a series of
photographs  f{llustrating the
evolution of the ballet, and In
another part of the book Miss
Olive Cook demonstrates with
coloured illustrations the inter-
relation between English and
French painting. 1

Thi= boolc has a ragged, mun'ly
dust-jacket, but otherwize ([t
woul miake an  excellent
Christmas present,
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Banier Neiuras

T great literary char-

acter Bully Bunter, of

Greviriars School—as English and

proba®ly almost as wel]l known as
Sam Weller—!1s 10 reappear.

All English boys who were at
any sart of school from 1907 o
1940 (when the paper shortage In-
tervened: were brought! up on the
adventures of Billy Bunter, de-
seribed each week by “Frank
Richards " in that boys' magazne,
ﬁ “The MagnetL ™

So prolific were these works
that most readers took " Frank
Richards™ 1o be a pen-name
hiding a number of authors. Not
a bit. There was only one author
for the lot, and his rcal name s
Charles Hamilton

He also wrote under two other
pen-names, for that other boys'
magazine, “ The Gem,” and such
friends of our boyhood as Harry
Wharton, Tom Merry. Frank
Nugent and Arthur Augus'us
D'Arcy were all of his creation.
,,He wtote a million and a half

words & year, and mad: an income
' of about £3.500.




The Antheor

L]

Charles Ham!iton is an old man,
now, Iv at Kingsgate, near
Margate. won't say how old
Jus: as Billy Bunter has been 14
since 1907. his author declares,
“1'll be 70 for the rest of my hfe.”

He rarely leaves his house now —
this old man in dressing-gown and
black sizull cap. hitting away at his
typewriter—for his sight s now
very short.

He 158 no mere hack, Hut a widel -
travelled man with a scholarly
mind. speaking several languages.
translating Dante, Cervantes or
Goethe, or composing crossword
puzzics in Latin for his amuse-

ment
Billy Bunter. dormant during

the war, reawakes, not in the oid
“ Magnet,” but in a properly bound
book. at which a good many chaps
will chortle with glee,






Three “Billy Bunters” Tuck In

SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD “Billy Bunter " told

Lambeth (London) juvenile court :-r.-gterdq}-
that he had eaten eight months' sweet rations in
a4 week. H

“ Billy.” said a detective, worked as a rounds-
man for g potato firm.  When potato rationing
was introduced he had to cross off the rat{qns.

On nine occasions he cut off the sweet cOUpons
as well,

“My only regret is that you
mm;wntad the chairman, fining
weeks' pocket-money.

“Billy " hae four weeks in which {0 PaY and

weren't sick."
him 16/~—twg

—in all'that time in the life of a boy—not a sweet
to suck. . :
Two other “Bunters™ older than *Billy"”
will hav; all the sweets they need—until they
are caught,
Yesterday MTs Sarah Taylor. who is eighty-
one, and who fOr sixty years has been serving
Eton schoolbo¥s With tuck. was locked by two
roughs in her back room, |
They took 25/—all that was in the till—
cigarettes, and Stripped her shelves of sweets.
“ 1 shall know them again * said Mrs Taylor,
“and I hope the 5Weets make them sick."




Bury Bunter's Cuaml
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the story of Sweeney Todd,
Deadwood Dick, Sexton Blake,
Billy Bunter, Dick Barton, et al.

by E. S. Turner

Sforeword by
CAPTAIN C. B. FRY
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oys WiLL Be Boys,
st author-artist B by E. S. Turner
(Michael Joseph ;
10s. 6d.), is an admirable piece of research into
the past of juvenile thriller fiction—a magic
which, evidently, never loses its thrall. “In
this book,” C. B. Fry, who contributes the
Introduction, says, ‘‘the reader is invited to
take a backward plunge into the new Myth-
ology—the mythology of Sexton Blake and
Deadwood Dick, of Jack Sheppard, Jack
Harkaway and Billy Bunter; of all the idols
of childhood from Charley Wag down to
Dick Barton.”

The * penny dreadfuls” of early-Victorian
days are mustered for review : quotations from
them, and reproductions of woodcuts, are a
riot. Alfred Harmsworth, “ the cuckoo in the
nest,” caused dismay by his more ambitious
ideas : he became the sponsor of Amnswers in
1888. _From then on, sophistication kept pop-
ping up, if never finally rearing, its oiled head :
cosy old tales of demon barbers and cannibal
g::-makers were to be things of the past.

xton Blake pursued his career through fifty
years of changing fashion in damsels in distress.
.« « Mr, Turner remarks the prophetic element
in thriller-writing : the V.2 and atomic bomb
were featured while they still seemed no more
threateningly probable than vampires.

There is a fruitful chapter on Magnet and Gem
school stories, and a not less rewarding piece
on the “ Wild West.” . .. This is a sound,
funny, un-sneering book for family reading :
let the reformer note that bovs will be boys—
and that, further, the age at which they cease
being bovs is uncertain.



invites his reader to ' take a backward

plunge into the new mythology—the
mythology of Sexton Blake and Deadwood Dick,
of Jack Sheppard, Jack Harkaway and Billy
Bunter ; of all the idols of boyhood from Charley
Wag down to Dick Barton.” In other words,
he has told the story of the Penny Dreadful

“ BOYS WILL BE BOYS.”"—Mr. Turner



from the juvenile versions of the Gothic novel,
which were popular in early Victorian times,
down to the paper-backed *‘ bloods' of our
own day. He is an instructive writer, from
whom one learns some very curious facts. One
is told, for instance, that the adventures of
Sexton Blake began in 1893 and run into more
than 200,000,000 words, the work of successive
authors who have come and gone while their
hero enjoys his perennial young manhood.
Billy Bunter and his friends and adventures at
Greyfriars School, on the other hand, have
entertained readers of the Magne! for a mere
thirty years, and are almost entirely the work
of one man, Mr. Charles Hamilton, who for
most of that time wrote 1,000,000 words a year
for an annual income of f2500. This prodigy
also conceived and kept alive the Terrible
Three of-St. Jim's, and under one of his pen-
names the Fistical Four of Rookwood. l-r:fe,
too, are the literary histories of figures like
Nelson Lee, Nick Carter, Falcon Swift, and other
great names in a world which once bedazzled
us all, and is most nostalgically recreated
A fascinating book.
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‘BROADCAST BUNTER’—BRAILLE
PLEA TO THE B.B.C.

Fn.oumwmu.c.m
gone & Brallle plea for a

“Radio Yaroo"” programme.

Mr, and Mrs. W. F. Bawyer, of Tam-
side, Seacroft, both almost blind and
relying mainly on their wireless set
for entertainment, have sent a Brallle
letter to the B.B.C, requesting a radio
series featuring the Qreyiriars boys—
the Billy Bunter, Hury Wharton,
Lord Mauleverer, Arthur A
D’Arcy gang of the Gem and m
era.

Fifty-year-old Mr. Sawyer 1s still an
avid “young" follower of the adven-
tures &t Greyfriars—through the

medium of literature ostensibly pur-
chased for his 14-year-old son, Wilfred.

Trip to lost youth

Mr. Sawyer's regard for “Harry
Wharton and Co.” Is such that he s
a pen friend of Frank Richards,
author of their adventures, who
readily agreed two years Ago to write
A special series for publication 1In
Brallle at the request of Mr. Sawyer.

I think his latest idea for a broad-
cast series |s worth backing. 1'm sure
that there are thousands of old fans
of the Greyfriars gang who'd like a
radio trip back to the days of their
lost youth.

Pianist in cargo

A “ National Health Service™ BIll
lur p-uultry Is now bﬂm the Isle

The dictionary gives the spelling
with one “ 1.” and many boys attend-
the school ch:pol conciuded—
rather hastily, per that some-
body in authority slipped hldlrl
But Authority had &
—the words in the inseri uun are
from Bunyan's " Pligrim’'s
and there has been strict adherence
to the original spel.ing.

A tip for Léeds!

IH one respect Leeds might take
lesson from Edinb

At & dl.nnu arganised by the Edin-

Press Club the
tribute to the excellent relations
e between the Edinburgh civie
au ties and the Press,

In particular he emphasised that
the Press have full and easy access 1o
all members of the Council, includin
the Lord Provost, Also to the heads
the various departments and thelr
technica! officers.

It is pleasant to record this good
feeling at a time when many Councils
are placing a ban on any Press state-
ments being made by thelr officers

Hats on

CCORDING tw the designers
of toppers, bowlers, trilbles




FOR BOYS TP TO %

Frank Richards. famous writer
of the Billy Bunter schoolboy
is at the top of his form
& full-length narmative. “ B

ter In Brazil “ (Charles 8hil-
Lid. Ts. 6d4.), Just llhod,

Wharton and of the
Orevyiriary' Remove — and. of
course, Billy Bunur-tnn sOome
really hair-raising adventures in
the equatorial jungles of Bouth
America.
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A ripping
wheeze,
chaps!

By Alan Dick

'I‘HE Head looked black, the

Fellows of the Fifth
glared “Cad! " at the re-
treating back of their dis-
graced form-male.

Tom Merry “ without a word
—for he was incapable of
speech at that fearful moment
—turned and walked un-
steadily to the door.”

Tom Merry. Expelled from Bt
Jim's!

80 run headline and eaption in
the inkstained Gem, jd. Vol. 1, No.
. on view with other tattered
magazines &t “The English
Behool = exhibition at the National
Book Leaguec in Albemarie-street,
'1 open Md}'.

There lies the old jd. Magnet,
with the original Harry Wharton

a ripping Wheeze (o dis-
owl-eyed Billy Bunter.




The fal ones

.~ There are the !d. Greyfriars
Herald proudly announcing “ Our
Pirst Number! © (bul without &
date), the Haltpenny Marvel, (ea-
turing Ned Braudlord s Schooldays

and onc of the carliest ol them
all. No 24 of Tom Torment, or the
Lads of Laughmgton School.

And remember those lat Looks?
The bumper Caplain and Boys
Owun Annual, The Fiyth Fourm ll|
St. Dominic’s (* To Dear Blimlr)-.l
from Auntie Poll, Xmas, 1836 ),
Eric or Little by Little «"E. M
‘Webb, a birthday present (rom his
affectionate Mamma, Harrow, Dec
14. 1858 "), and Tom Wildrake's
School Days “To Roger. with
Love [rom Auntie Ivy....")L

There they are, with their
original inscriptions




The Great Bunter

The £67,902 left by the late Mr Leonard
.Shicls was a sizeable fortune for an_ artist
who made his living by creating Billy Bunter
and other celebrated characters in school
fiction. His was an art h ‘er, which
gavge delight to an immense public of critical
readers.

Like Harry Wharton and those other youns
gentlemen whot: studies were constantly
Eun:tu:ltcd by enlivening incidents, Billy

unler did not age with the years nor did
he grow less rotund. Conslancy was ‘he
keynote to his eharacter. We do not know
when he faded from the scene, but if he
wWere going strong to-day what joy the
2bog{gm of the sweels ration would brinni
to N

His was not a constitution which ould
have casily stood up to the years of tuck
rationing. Never noted for his ability to
withstand temgtnliun he would «Imost
certainly have brought further discredit lo
his school by entering the Black Market. It
is a pity that he cannot profit from the
Natlonal Health Service Those thick lensos
lhruudgh which he peered greedily at the
world had a habit ‘of gelling lost. We can
well Imagine their possessor being supplied
with weekly replacements from a Government

which makes life casier for ular tat
boys of myopic :utlouk. S




Billy Bunter

WAS never an ardent devotee of
Billy Bunter, the fat boy of Grey-
friars whose sayings and doings have
for many years been recorded, In
re and story, in the " Magnet™
t from the fuct that the artist who
drew him-—Mr. Leonard Shields, a
one<time student of Sheffield Univer-
sity--left £67.902 In his will, published
on Saturday, we may Judge that the
Fut Owl of the Remove had s consider-
able following.
I belleve 1L has boen sugprested that
Billy Bunter was derived from three
Dh--0ne & corpulent subseditor on
tha stalf of the paper, asnother
n who was always expecting but
never receiving a postal order, and an
unnamed Victorian statestuan of more
than ordl fatuoustiess, 5o fur as
1 can recall, had few pralseasorthy
 qualities, other than a power to Incite
mirth. He would borrow money with
o intention of paying it back, and
‘ ne would pirate another boy'as tuck




without a qualm. But his most notable
characteristic  was, perhaps, the
pattern of his trousers, and for this,
I bave no doubt, Mr. Shields was
responsibie. The stripes ran vertically
as Wwell as horizontally, a sartoris!
eccenisc’ty which would never have
mﬁmuﬂeﬁ when I was a boy at
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FOR SALE.
A full range of Biggles books, Just
William, Billy Bunter (who now
has a sistcr Betty Bunter, in the
latest book) and all the latest child.-
ren’s reward books, from 2/6 each, are
now In stock at the Benchh St., News-
agent’s.
GENT'S suilt, brown hopsack, semi.
drape, suit man 561t 1lins.-6it; &
guilneas.—Apply, 8, St. Andrew's Ter-
Iace, b54C4 k21
WHITE china wash-basin for bath.
room.—8, St, Andrew's Terrace.

5465 k21
DROP-END settee, £3; kitchen cab-

Inet, £4; double mnttrm £3 —59,
Lewisham Rd River, 6467 k21
KITCHENER, - Bell Portable,"” 30in:

bnrgaln.-—4 Noah's Ark Rd.

5466 k21
1LADY'S fur-fabric coat, nearly new,
£12 —After 4 p.m, 35 Peter Stmt.
~ 5461 k21

s BaET2P.1 S . Y e



I Say You
Fellows,
He’s Fit™

LEVEN aspirants for the title
of “Mr Billy Bunter of 1844

sat down to @ mammoth ple-eal-
ing contest in Glasgow Univer-|
sity's Students' Union yesterday,

fler twenty - five minutes of
chewing and chortling. belt-lousen.
ing and water drinking. eighisen-
and-a-half-vear-old Peter Mse.
donald, of Norw.ch, a [lirst-year
I medical student, carried of! the
| title.
H's score: ten pies—not xick,
| To a roar of cheers. Peter was
[ declared the winner. He stood up,
| live-foot-nine. of slim  build,
'started to bow. then changed his
| mind. ,

Peter_ delighted at the win which
makes him the University’s cham-
lon guzzler and also gives him &
ottle of ligueur whisky, had only
one comment: *I had & small
breakfast.”

The contest was a [irst step to-
*H'Hrds ralsing E£500 for a medical
| graduation dinner in 1851,

e —
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and can recommended tol

parenis who afe NOW lacing the
CS3INK m  of Yuletde

| wifts, An story the Famous

| when m expose the rion
Ishnsl. discover a misery hid-
(den board, which  restores the
family fortune

Those who have eon
stories of Ciff House
man form will

| Published by Charles Skilton
Llﬁmﬂmmuu




New Billy Bunter

Christ Church parish mi
contains this month three lhﬂ'.t'.
articles on subjects “ Evidence,
* Superstition” ang * Religion
and science.” They are written
by one man—Frank Richards,
author of the famed Billy
Bunter stories which were read
by every schoolboy and have
never lost any of their popu-
larity. The articles are taken
from the book * Faith and
Hope” a new work by Mr
Richards, which is to be pub-
lished shortly.




Billy Bunter “Takes the biscuit”

MR. Stanley Horry, as Billy Bunter, the famous jfat

schoolboy, and Mrs. Horry, as an old-fashioned bath-
ing belle, were joint winners in the fancy dress compe-
tittom at last week's Shegness Arts and Crafts masked ball.
(Photo by Wrate's Pier Snaps).




l

BOOK REVIEWS

Billy Bunter's Benefit (Charles
Skilton, Ltd. 7% 6d) s yet
another success (rom the pen of
Frank Richards, who cCreated
- Billy Bunter and the boys of
 Greyiriars School in the early
part of th: century.

The latest publication is one
O the present Bunter series,
dm:lunmg the author and the
" boys of his lively imagination at

‘their best. Imagine the fun!

' when Bunter buys a bicycle and
the eflorts to 1aise the money
when It s not lorthcoming rom
his lather,

- It s an amusing stiny a book
tor boys of all ages.

|
i




Joys of yesterday

|

qm GEORGE MARTIN, former Lord

*7 Mayor of Leeds, leaned against a
shoywease in Lecds Art Gallery yester.
day, looked at a copy of the ™ Magnet. ™
the schoolhoys”™ paper, and sald:
“When [ see these paners we used to
consider as staple food shown as

L



exhibits it makes me feel llke an
exhibit myself.”

Sir George was visiting an exhibi-
tion of schoolboys' papers and
magazines arranged by the Northern
Section of the Old Boys" Book Club.
Memories of many heroes of school
days are brought back on looking at
the 400500 coples which have been
collected.

Part of John Medcraft's collection
of papers, finest in the coun and
insured for £2.000, is on show.
are some old cop of “Chums"™



Billy Bunter

Tn:l showease which will have the
greatest Interest for all the
visitors ia the one which exhibits the

work of Frank Richards—-Charles
Hamilton in real life. There must
be lew who have not read of the fat
boy of the Remove, Billy Bunter. Mr.
Hamliton, who Is 76, Is still writing,
and has sent a letier wishing success
to the exhibition.

He has written nearly 10,000 stories
iIn the last 45 years, and the type-
script of one of his latest tales Is on
show. The Bunter stories have also
been reproduced In brallle, and three
coples may be seen at the exhibition.



Billy Bunter In the
Cooking Pot

WHEN the eyes of
Mefog, a savage can-
nibal leader, alight on the
plump form of one. Billy
Bunter; they glisten. How
understandable. Billy
Bunter might well make a
tasty meal for the tribe.
How near he comes to sit-
ting in the pot over the
fire I must not tell you,
for it is all part of the
new FRANK RICHARDS
story, ‘' Billy Bunter
Among the Cannibals,”
published this month,



Mr. Richards, who now
lives in Kent, used, so I
bear, {o live on a barge in
Fasex. That was many
years ago.. But probably
not before he created Billy
Bunter in the ecarly vears
of the century. Now the
Bunter series has placed
him among the classic
authors of literature for

voung people.




- L - -
‘ The sa leader of the
cannibals : Kut licks his lips
with delight when
his Arsg w tive Lo
be the Inimli e Billy Bunter,
of Greyfriars’ School fame. This
s of many sdventures told

Richards in his latest
thw
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| Raymond
i Glendenning’s

 BOOK of SPORT
| for BOYS "

' T T———— e ==
{ Stories, features and arlicies on
all the main sporis. Contributors

inciuae.—
| Denis and Leslie Compton
| Len Hutton
Tommy Price
Peter Doherty
Cyril Washbrook
Patsy Hendren

Fiction by Frank Richards of
Billy Bunter fame.



WHEHE d'you think Billy
Bunter has been and
almost gone? The latest [rom
Frank Richards's pen about this
notable and noticeable char-
acter is Billy Bunter Among the
Cannibals (Charles Skiiton, Lid.
—7/6). What a meal—er, the
book or Bunter? Well, you can
please yoursell. He goes olf W
the South Sea island of Lololo,
accompanied by the Famous
Five. On Lololo things become
rather high, and sure enough,
Bunter is the picked man of the
cannibal chief. But Bunter gets
out of the stew—read how.



Children’s bookahelf

Billy Bunter again

wrru boys of this and
{Mur-rm Billy Bunter,
fat Owl of the Grey-
friars Remove, is stll a top-
weight favourite, In Frank
Ricoards’s latest story,
Bunter the
bals, Billy is sent to the South
Island of l.alnh o start a
The Famous
to sofien
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midst of a cannibal tribe where
the Bunter is regarded as a
lum prhll e
by ﬂ.m {
Ts. 84.)
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A ulocuon of 21 l-llu by
lﬂlhﬂll:' whu ll‘l proved as
flm g readers has

hmrd Gribble,
w;ltgh u“lu]w‘t ttut Trlll»
w ncludes about
Biggles, Worzel Gumn';e. Nor-
man and Henry Bones and many
olhers equally well loved, repre-
rnuwuh bli::m!nr any chil.

ren wm e
Sy Teope ":1

There 15 bnl.h duuthn and
entertainment Iin the

clever |
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‘ Boys’ reading

Sir.—The article by Derrick
' Booth on boys' weeklles was
extremely Interesting. for there 1s a
great des! of romance and no little
importance in the subject.

As an avid reader In my own youth
of long ago, I certainly think the
present-day jet-propell stories are
far inferior to those of :hry-r
This may be on & par with veteran
cricket followers who declare there
are no Hirsts or Jessops today, but »

of it, Not only that: in the papers
of & bygone day there was an
intimacy, & bond between editor and
reader which is completely lack
now. Especially in the early years
the ecentury there were tors who
were real live persogalities, men who
hiad often as much Influence on thelr
readers as the boys’ own parents or
lenchers. [ know I, for one, never
stisoked  In my boyhood malnly
Decause my favourite editor sald it
ans a foollsh habit



I sald there is romance

history of these weeklies
instance, In the ear!

in
years of
contury there was a small boy in

Dis weekly wealth. He wrote to him,
and got a reply. Other letiem
followed. Years Iater, the Town
boy arrived in Fleet Btreet he
was given the responsibility of
Isunching and editing & new g
per—one of those mentioned
rrick Boothroyd., It was a sucoess
from the start and his greatest
moment was when he was able to
Welcome L0 his office the editor who
bad inspired him and invite him to
Write stories for his per. Their
friendship Insted until the death of

the elder editor just before the end
of the war.



In the old days, 00, the esditors
Hoosted the men who wrote the stories.
They published little blographles,
and the boys sought them out by
Various means and wrote to them.
There are men now getting on in life
who astili  treasure letters
recelved There was one author of
thrilling detective stories who in real
life was a Sheffle'd-born doctor with
A Dusy F:cuc: on the Yorkshire
const years a boy who had been
entranced by his stories collected
iniormation about him. Long after
the doctor was dead the onetime boy
irarned that his idol’s home had been
made Into a private hotel. Not long



BE0 he spent a week there, and was
BiVen the very room in which the
astories which had thriiled him had
been written, thus providing another
thriil for him.

There was some attempt at
character drawing in the old days.
there Isn's now., The author has not
time. And lo ong before the
production of * nea Pig™ we
had dozens of stories telling of the
tribuiaticns of p working-class boy at
& public school, tho e only
feminine interest was when the
hero saved the Lo of the head master's
daughter.

Away back in 1005, Prank Richards,
now world-famous as the creator of
Billy Bunter, wrote g serial called
“King Oricket" It was a grand,
Crisp yarn in which the fictitious
team played the actual first-cinss
Counties, with the real players of the
day introduced. I can stili remember
the instaiment in which Yorkshire
were played, with the names of Hirst,
Rhodes and David Denton adoming
its pink pages. I know of g clergy-

mnthohmchmgﬂle
today.



In my newsagenti's the other day, a
boy of 12 or s> picked 1».:;!3}l seven two-
penny comics, rejecied others because
he'd "had 'lrn.}'.‘dmppﬂ a itwo
shilling piece nonchalantly on the
counter, picked up his chan and
went out.  Can you pleture L boy
searching for those pADers in
| 3C or 40 years' time as some do Who

bought them in the days when =
penny was weaith and one day in the

Week & red letter, eagerly looked
orward to, day? | can't—Yours,

HERBERT LECKENREY.
l 12, Herbert Streat., Hull Road, York,




progra
dren’s [eature next year, says the
B.B.C ). '



More to be spent

on television

From Our Television Correspondent

As foreshadowed In * The Yorkshire
Post.” the 15 per cent. cut in the
BBC's revenue from Uecence-holders
will not affect television programines

On the contrary, by & process of
Income adjustment more money 1s Lo
be devoled o television programimes
during the three months beginning
January 1 next than in the present
quarter

I understand that to protect Iuture
standards cheaper production
methods are to be adopted where they
will not reduce the quallty of
programimes.

Frank Richards, author of the
famous Greyiriars storfes, has written
& “ Bllly Bunter ” serial for television,
which will be presented early next
year in six afternoon Instaiments
Other plans for early Dext year
include & number of dramatised Bible
stories for children, a new series of
programmes on sports and hobbles
and a visit to a circus




Christmas
train plans

TRAVEL arrangements during
the Christmas holidays
were announced by British Rail-
ways yesterday as follows:—
mber 22 : Normal week-
day service with additional
trains.

Deeember 23: Normal Sunday
service;

Christmas Eve: Normal week-
day service modified as neces-
sary;

Christmas Day: Sunday ser-
vice modified as necessary.

Boxing Day: Norma! week-day
service (Sunday service in
Southern Region only).

TV CHANCE FOR A
MIDLANDFAT BOY

TWELVE-STONE Birmingham schoolboy went to
London yesterday to seek fame and fortune — as the
tuck-eating “ Billy Bunter” in a television revival of the
l:lmnn: fat boy of Greyfriars.

In London 13-year-old Brian
Sabin joined 38 other would-be
“Billy Bunters™ at a special
B B.C. audition to find the fat boy

in a million who can bring to life
the Greyfriars " artful dodger™
for a T.V. serial

Pantomime work has been

Brian's only stage experience, bui
yesterday he left his smal
council-house home at 97, Oiton
Boulevard East, Acock's Green,
with all the confidence of an
accomplished actor,

Slapping a waistline hiding a
hearty breakfast, he gave the
thumbs-up sign to his father and
cried in true Bunter style:
“Wow! 1 fecl fit for anvthing."

Brian got the day ofl for the
London audition from King
Edward's Grammar School, Five
Ways, and with him went his

Restaurany cars, buffet cars | mother.



‘May be too tall’

Last night, 14 hours later,
ﬁ'mn was back home.

“l think 1 am too tall at 5ft
9in. for the 'Billy Bunter' the
B.B.C. has in mind,” he con-
fessed as he munched a bedtime
snack of fruit cake. *“But 1
have not given up hope.

“But oh. the mental cruelty!
They made me pose over a plate
of jam tarts for the oto-
graphers and the TV children's
newsreel. Just pose, mind you.

* Luckily they let us have the
tarts afterwards. Otherwise
there'd have been a mutiny! ™

Then Brian went up to ;
Groping among the biscuits and
cake on his bedside table he at
last found his library book—
“Billy Bunter's Benefit "—and
settled down to read.

“We would like to see Brian

| Eet the part,” Mr, Sabin told the

irmingham Gazette, “but not if

|it means that he won't be able
|to get on with his studies.

“ Being ca!led for the audition

|was a surprise for him because

his mother and I made the appli-

|ecation for him while he was on
| holiday in Germany.

“People have always sald he

| has what it takes to be an actor.

So he has—one minutle he's the
toff and the next minute he's
Billy Bunter with all his tricks.
“And as for eating—well, he
needs twice as much as me! "




Brian Sabin. t' ~ Birmingham
candidate, brushes up his
“Billy Bunter,” and finds time,

meanwhile, for a late-night

snack of fruit cake. When the

cake runs out, there are always
bisculits.




BILLY BUNTER? — Mors
than 3 British schoolboys,
all with & figures, went
te Lime rove Uslevision
studios, London, for screan
tests yesierday. They are
candidates for the role of
Billy Bunter, the fat boy of
Greyfriars Scheel, In a
chikdren's television series
for 1935%. Thess thres aspir-

are

(15,

and
Arthur Gray (15).

[ his

tha
s

VOICES
WITH T

'i'I“{E voices of his married
dropped through the le
home in Ashwood Street
from their home in South A
Mr McNicol, rememberin

t Mr Nat PFarmer. circul
«rvisor of Black's Cin*mas




He Wants to be
Billy Bunter




Local Boy Takes a
Television Test

AN Eastbourne boy was handed a
script at the B.B.C. television
studios, Shepherds Bush, on Mon-
day afternoon. For a few minutes
Kenneth James Dennis, aged 13, of
38 Hunloke-avenue, became Billy
Bunter, the young hero of school
fiction stories—the well-upholstered
Iul who, schoolboys beluve. holdl

* the record for eating.”

Early this year Kenneth's name
was forwarded in answer to a
B.B.C. appeal for the ideal Billy
Bunter. Kenneth, the son of Mr
and Mrs Percy G. Dennis, won-
dered if he wete well-upholstered
enough, but the B.B.C. decided to
give him a trial. At 3.30 p.m. on
Monday, he arrived at the studios
with his mother.

On his return to Eastbourne in
the evening Kenneth told a
* Gazette " reporter: * There were
half-a-dozen of us, and wc were
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Still A Draw?
Now Portsmouth may soon
have a pecullar kind of ant-
zation. to be called the Billy
Bunter Club, whose members
will no doubt take their activi-
ties Jjust as seriously as the
Snail Walchers.

even hopes to secure & reprint-
ing of some of the famous
mnn and St Jim's
1 hope no-one who Joins will
be nted o fNind that
Billy ter and Co have
changed In years between.



Immortal ?

Y references last week 1o
the formation of a Bllhr
Bunter Club in Portsmouth

hlu mulud in a
MY B':‘-:‘u 7.

I.Mk- avmur Portchesler
the founder.
Billy Bunter and Co., he savs,



—— = = ——

“are as fresh today as ever
theyv were and the pen of
Frank Richards has nol lost i1ts
cunning, nor the present-day
generation its appreciation ol

But I did not s that
Bthl.ly ed. anthdtmtht:hP:
¢
lmf'm were once thrilled

as grown-ups, find

taste in reading had
ed, and that Greyiriars
mlonnr have the same

.1 am mrt will delight,
u always in these
slories, and perhnps in¥
will enable even those who are
now men of the world to recap-
ture something of the spirit of
their vouth,



Bunter’s role
Tl'Il BB.C. Ilm a risk In

mnrtoshowg%nmlymehﬂ-
dren’s hour. e Owl of the
Remove, his postal order, his
tuck-raiding, his prevarication,
mean much to those who now
are Forty Years On. They
have a devotion to Bunter and

Greyfriars that can never
shared by the chlildren of
today.

Those who pored over Bunter in
the old M et, however,
formed an indelible private piec-
ture of the great fellow.
Impelled now to view him in
the flesh may they not find
_Bunter treading heavily on
thelr dreams? However, the
B.B.C. is still choosing Iits
Bunter from six excellent jam-

- tart exponents. The delay
suggests B.B.C. fastidlousness.
It will be needed.

g




Greyfriars Club
Officers

The first merttrg of Porls-
mouth's proposed Billy Bunter
Club was held in North End,
when it was decided it should
be called the G riars Club,
after the school that the
author, Prank Richards, made
famous,

It was also decided that Mr,
Richards should be asked to
become President.

Other officers eleclted were:
Founder-Chalrman, Mr. Donald
G. T. Cowd: Hon. Treasurer,
Mr Lewis E  Bambury. and
Hon. Secretary, Mr. A, J.
| Buling.




" B.B.C. NAMING TV BUNTER

The name of the TV Billy Bunter
was being snnounced at & special
B.B.C. conference this evening.
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He'll play
Billy Bunter
on TV

Bl ettty Jhe
L as [uum:l the ideal Billy
or its television series, ** Billy

Bunter of Greyfriars School,” based

on Charl 1 )
ey es Hamilton's famous school




|

| He 1 Gerald Campion, a professional
actor, agod 3B, marned, wnh two chﬁl:lrm.!

15 foet 5 inches tall, and weighs 11 stone 12
pounds,

| Television producer Joy Harington, who
has interviewnd potential Banters of all agos

and weights, said last night :—

“I choss him for his lovely round face—
which fits the part perfectly. But I'm afraid
he will need a little padding before be can
sppear on the screon”

Goruld, who is plump rather than A
with a frank Il!'f?ic‘ and Iurnuinpmnﬁ.
admits that when he was at school he was
not unlike a typical Bunter,

“1 was 5 tben and fatter than 1
am now,” confided. * They called me
Fatty at school.”

Campion has a red in 12 television

roadcasts and has parforming in West
End plaf: since 1633, among them * Good.

Mr Chipa"—in which he played

Georald was introduced to the Press at the
B.LRC. yesterday—and to make his qualifica
tions for playing ** The Ow] of the Remove "
more convincing he produced a pair of
rinmleas pince.-new,

He will wear these with a high collar and
& school coat and tight trousers woll padded

when he appears in the turst programme of
[the series,



1

Billy Bunter, the fat boy of
Greyfriars School, will scon

on television, but viewers will bave to
forget that the Bunter e s b
married man with two chil

Gerald Camplon, 2-year<ld London
actor, who was chosen by the BBC.
last night for the leading part in the
series “ Bllly Bunter at

School,” weigns 1lst. 121b. antl s
§fe. Sin. wll The younger ts
for the part either .

Ty Suer ot Gragiian Benoer
of ~ Billy ter at (:!ugiI
will be se2n In the ldren's Pro-
gramme 540 pm on February 19

at
and will be repeated at
same day for grown-up viewers




" THE CAD."—in typical
' Kreedy mouthiul of "t
acter Gerald




oy Buwren ¥
BILLY NTER
Sull writing of the adventures
of the boys at Qreyfriars School
who have made him renowned is
Frank Richards And his latest
contribution “Billy Bunter
Butts In"” Iis yet another wel-
come addition w0 any boy's
Ibrary
The book (like ita predeces-
sors) provides pleasant reading
for parenta who, In their
younger days, lollowed the
r? es of boys at Greyiriars.
Published by Charies Skilton.
"R Ld, 5 Alezandra Road London.
SWwW 18
& oo o



From Greyfriars |
The first episode of ** Billy Bunter |
of Greylniars School,” based on thc
| stories by Frank Richards, will be |
produced Joy Harington for}
children’s television on February 19
and repecated the same day in the
evening programme, The series,
which will consist of separate
stories, cach lasting half an hoaor,
will be televised weekly until
March 25, |
The part of Bunter will be played
by 29-ycar-old Gerald Campion, son
of Cyril Campion, well-known
script-writer for radio. Mr.
'Caumn has played many * fat
boy " parts on the stage and has
been appearing in television pro-'
| grammes since 1946, Mr. Quelch,
form master of the remove, will be
played by Kynaston Reeves, |




'WATCHING BRIEF 4
Highlights of the Next Fortnight

THE serialisation of Pride and Prejudice,
in six weekly instalments, continues on
Saturday mghts at 8 p.m. Milton Rosmer
and Gillian Lind appear as Mr. and Mrs.
Bennet, the parents of Jane, Elizabeth
and Lydia, who are played by Ann
Baskett, Daphne Slater and Prunella
Scales. The formidable Darcy is Peter
Cushing, and his friend, the eligible
Bingley, David Markham.

For those of lower-browed persuasions
there is a Crazy Show, Trial Gallop, pre-
sented to-night by Richard Afton, from

the People’s Palace, L.ondon. It features
Michael Bentine, Peter Sellars, Leslie
Mitchell and Leslie Randall. We rather

keep our fingers crossed about this
one.

More likely to be our cup of tea is
Verdi’'s Rigoletto, which is to be given
twice, on February 17 and 21. George R.
Foa is E[r::lucing and the conductnr is
Charles kerras. The principal sin
are Edmund Donlevy (Rigoletto), Art
Servent (Duke of Mantua), Ma.ureen
Spn g (Gilda) and Anna Pollack

Maddelena). Designer Stephen Bundy
vnll be responsible for the décor and the
costumes, which he is basing on the
frescoes of the Renaissance Italian painter
Benozzo Gozzoli. The opera is to be
introduced by Sir Steuart Wilson,

Children of all ages will be able to
renew their memories of Frank Richards’
famous Greyfriars School, on the 19th
and weekly thereafter, until March 25.
The episodes of Billy Bunter of Greyfriars
School will be televised both in the after-
noon and evening, and will be produced
by Joy Harington, who, with her brother
Charles is nsible for the adaptation.

mﬁ: Billy Bunter will be

inimita
Elnyed by Gerald Campmn. and the
amous Five by John Charlesworth,

Keith Faulkner, Barry Macgregor, David
Spenser and Michael Danvers-Walker,

Judging by what we hear about Arthur
Swinson's comedy George and the Dragon,
the famous legen hero will und
a course of debunking on the 19th. as
he popular with the soldiers, courtiers
and politicians ? Was he really so strong
and incorruptible ? Ah, that's asking !
The production will be by Eric Fawcett,
who has lined up a very strong cast.
It includes Joseph O'Connor (George),
Helen Shingler, Arthur Wontner, Michael
Shepley and Roddy Hughes.

Ma be some future stars will be intro-
duce Richard Attenborough on the
23rd, wxnn television wvisits the Royal
Academy of Dramatic Art with Beginners
Please, It will be interesting to try to
spot them.
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- Billy
Bunter
sels a

trap

Greylriars School
camo to lile at
Lime Grove

(LLondon) TY
rtudion  yesterday,
when “"Thoe

Siege," the birst
epitode of ** Billy
Bunter, of Grey
frinrs School." was
rehearsed, Picture
shows Billy
Bunter making
up a Jjam, k.
and treacle booby
trap, Billy s
plaved by 20 year
old actor, Gerald
Campion, father of
two children,




Q. was star of TV's Greyfriars

“-’ITH loud yaroohs, hee-

hees and occasional |s0
pained squeals, Billy Bunter of
Oreyiriars came to TV last
night.

It was fine for the kids. but
vaguely disa inting for the
ErOwWn-ups. many {llusions
were dispelled. Could these little
fellows be those glants of our

Mr.

chtltlhmd reading? They were all

ordinary.

Even in this first eplsode, * The
Biege.” Bunter, the Owl of the
Remove, the fat beast, the hlither-
ing Idiot. turned out to be quite

A nice fellow really, saving Bob
C‘hrrrr from being expelled.

Bunter set & booby trap of soot.
Jam and batoll which landed on
Queich. This episode,

I“ 1

some reason. was flimed before.
hand. Bunter owns up as Cherry
is being sacked.

Gerald Campion, aged 29 and
married, was & hard-working
Bunter. But the star was Mr.
Queich—gimlet.eved, swish.ng his
stick and handing ou! impots—
superbly played by BS8-yrar-old
Kynaston Reeves

EMERY PEARCE



Billy Bunter

The much-heralded “Billy Bunter*
came to TV last night—Lwice—once
for the chiddren This endeavour to
recreate famous schoo) adventures. of
*hich older viewers have unperishable
memories, seems W0 have had a mized

reception.
There had been & lot of pallyhoo of
the search for a w y ter,

but in the end the BB mwm‘:
back on a professional actor. Geral
Campion, which seemed right and
sensible Yet I feel that several of the
Eing gave As good performances as
did the fat boy.

For me, Greyfriars School stories
brought back & host of delights and
youthful fun. but |} I’:.nf: I they
eppeal w the th o t
age? The p was ﬂmn”d
time wiil prove If Bunter still has his
wide appeal. I hope he has

“ What's My Line? " team on March
3 wil) be ali-feminine All the chal
lengers will be men
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this mountain “t: b u;:
monsirous death
um-muummfnmmm

way that Richhma! Crompton’s Willlam
snd L.wis Carroll's Allce were filletéd
by the cinema?
unfounded . Jumlmucm

0 . and Joy ‘s cOD~
vincing preduction of “ The Siege of
the Remove ” must have be.n a very
pioasant surpnse even 0 the most

selll 1 have seen on television, and
the older mamb.rs 1:

enough, but Wingate, the prefect, was
the epitome of whag every Head Boy
| should be.




The Famous Five

Twenty-nins-year-old Oeralad
Camplon ‘ooks very like the Bunter of
ths orgnal drawings — balloon-
trousered, owl<y.d 4nd magniilcently
fat. His performance, however, was
too restraunsd. The Bunter bounle
*us lacking The Famous Five were
piayed nervously by schoolboy ac.ors
who must learn to say thelr fami iar
eatch phrases with more assurance
and play the achoolboy heroes with a
more herole alir

Charll: Chester's *“Pot Luck ™.
Muy remuniscent of American
“ Jack-pot radlo  programmes—is
becoming. frankly, rather a brre, Many
VIOWers, I know, have an
incomyprehensible desire to see the
Man-in-the-Street cavorting on thiir

' screns. But to base the bulk of »

45-minute programme on ithe
mediocre party turns and forfrit
games of untrained, uns lected
members of the sudience i

the search for ths common

too far,



It was interesting to compare two widely
different treatments of the Young Idea.
One was Blunden's Club, an important and
interesting documentary, written and pro-
duced by Caryl Doncaster, on the problems
facing Youth Clubs, in their efforts to per-
suade the modern teenager into the decent
way of life. The other was the much
heralded Billy Bunier of Greyfriars School.
The first was brilliant, the second a trifie
shaky ; the reason lay in" the writing. At
least one boy, Keith Faulkner, was in both
series. His performances showed that a
young artist may be capable of a penetrating
comment on the manners of his own time,
but quite unable to grapple with the idiom
of twenty or thirty years ago.



They challenge

Labour Party
policy delay

me of the Labour Party
yesterday deferred publica-

tion of their policy statement on

foreign affairs and defence.

The decision was made as a
direct result of events in the
House of Commons on Tuesday
night when Mr. Churchill
revealed that the Socialist
Government had agreed t¢ asso-
ciate itsell with counter-action
“not confined to Korea™ |f
Chinese bases had been used for
air attacks on United Nations
Forces

It was evident from the start
of yesterday's meeting of the
Labour Party's National Exeru-
tive Council that Mr. Churchill's

] I P N e T N e
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THE BUNTER CLUB
IS ‘DISGUSTED’

a TV producer

BECAUB! the B.B.C. have " insultel” their hero in a

new television series, Birmingham's Billy Bunier
Club is to challenge the show's proiucer to come to
Birmingham and learn how to present the famous Magnet

character properly.

The club—-the oldest
is 50, the youngest 1
regularly to study and discuss
the Billy Bunter ks and feel
that they know “ all there is to
know "™ about Bunter and the
other characters,

They looked forward to meet
ing their hero on the television
screen, but now that they have
seen the B.BC'sy version they
feel " disgusted and insulted.”

“It is obvious the producer,
Miss Joy leinflnn. knows very
little about Billy Bunter™ Mr
Norman Gregory. 35-year-old
Birmingham accountant and
official of the club, said last night.

“Wz are to challenge her to
come to Birmingham to one of
our meetings and we shall give
her all the inside knowledge that
comes from a thorough study of
the subject.




“QOur members are disgusied
and we are planning a campaign
of letlers to the Press to have
this show produced properly.”

‘The Famous Five’

So disturbed were the Bunter
fans, that at the last meeting ol
the club a member brought a
tape recorder and played back
the TV programme for analysis.

They found that most of the
characters—"the Famous Five"
as they are known to the
initlated — were wrongly por-
trayed.

“It is a great disappointment
to us” Mr. Gregory added.
“Through a study of the old-
type boys' books we hope to
divert the interest of young
people away from the American-
;m comic and all that it stands
or.

* The TV shows were a heaven-
sent opportunity to show the
younsters that there are other
in ing things, but 1 am

that through this
presentation we are worse
than ever before."

The Billy Bunter Club has
branches throughout the country
and overseas. Among the Bir-
mingham members are a parson.
an industrialist and several
enginee: s



Bunter’s creator

" The Auvtobiogra of Frank
Richards™ (Charles ton, 10s, 6d.)

OW f(rall s mortal flesh! An

editor who was offered BiLy
Bunter before The Magnet
existed did not “see much " In bhim
He did not think readers wou!d “care
much ™ for him. 80 Prank Richaras
ghommmmmma
m) dropped Bunter.

Was there & real Bunter? Yea
Was made up of three persons
Ricbards tells of the origin of Bu
and some of the other famous boys

It s all enthralling for Magnet and
Oem  veterana. "un for

The
He
Mr

called Pluck. Tom Merry arriveg at
St. Jim's as a dear little chaAp dressed
in velvet with a ace collar|

Mr Richards's actual life story s
Mmost Interesting, but his famous boys
are the real atiraction.




MASTER BUNTER

“The Ambioﬂrn y of Frank
?oi:ha‘;d: P {C rm Skilton,
; " N

THIRE has been no event in
our literary life-time com-
ble with the creation of
illy Bunter, The fact that
Master Bunter is not a character
in a book, but a character in all
our lives—or, if not a character,
at any rate a name.

Perhaps some of the Itma
characters were comparable, but
it is doubtful whether they will
live as long.

Frank Richards tells his own
life story with simple charm,
although his attitude to * Frank
Richards"™ as a different person
is at first disconcerting,

But, of course, he is another

person. The author's original
name was Charles Hamilton.
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STORY OF THE
MAN BEHIND
BILLY BUNTER

.

u
. i hEwe ke
he man masl have
marseives & Frank
identity
CH emirse, e wai & fise
upsianding chap Mo knew sl
LIE L)

" .m'ha

Enrw mll ihe
I8
.r‘:m.l'n.r'n'q vEun iy mr ll

Mg g eelebeated pona) avier

-u!r. " '] mesigr

e knew  aebal ah lrw‘ -”Ll uq-u—.

the Memove landing, Big 8 from Whation's

vraing o Landon froem (he hesrl m.l‘. A oan, the Fai Owel

af Kand (lei Crerlriars I in Elfl'. R esiseg, ga iraged by

Kanmi), w Chevaly ['lll- . R D
sven hnew e Binek hig eabmging himaell wo il

rhamnge (0 the days befsre |
ik ajy  nampeg | Namaes
mier, Eag. we recal'. dea | on
haige
Wirtua rils

bmes  wversihing

Ha loves o joak mark  Ned
surnrheing. for sl

unas|
linrtisn &f Finding himssll lnul

wenrily Mnawing (0 il sparious
dayy bepiwern wo wars :f' ;‘ﬁ al "r‘:::-" 'I"h;_--lr

.A.r-l 1! mur. he mever grew }l.r.h“‘:'" = Frosk
n'i “Frank  Riekards  posld R Thlis' yeirn Bre Bine
naver by middie-amed gaddy=  C5L RTHEE PRRIE SIS e
hiir 'I'rllh wierh e e el - “.mr
AT :

] W

Truih 1o iefl Frank Richards i T
s hear - ey we fesl Frank

Me !-h:rbﬂ"’l‘hl . s m--nrr eaaghi up

wiih L,

n [ L s And (ha) & semEihing 1o be
Writion wimaly I‘:r--'rrl thankful for  Burrours oy
e msenalle -mlh Ilul il gmarw ulelps, F0ow e Pl
Sinms  which W i oEes, iwing a6 il Farn

Illl‘lﬂ I'HJOITJ I- v i i llllllun Il L.hl-:
el et Pl of enihasissm  mighi (Y11 ‘Le
o |-I'I"lI Bt paal — thal s mlrlvl.rl e wan

r‘f ha  news,  wilh  family
@ imlls i1 im the Uhivdl peren.  allowanees S0 Blg, Wi Pamnus

Anpropcisie Loo. fer, of eeurss
ia reml name s pei Frank

lemaridly mar s 5 Mariis Cll-
u rille

h | wider mighi Bave iurmed

=0 way wo el -
" Charles Ihrlmh I.1I 1006



il s el
w%.ﬁw“mm mmm._ p_wmw mw.mm mm_uw
mmmmmmﬁm it el gatye
el s ik

Creator of * Billy
B-ter’ rdlecll




Billy Bunter

N connection with your

article aboul the man behind
Billy Bunler 1 once wrote a
ersonal lellter to Mr Frank
ichard and received a letler
in return in which he was
de.ighted and amused to kn.w
that when [ received my rews-
papers [ron homre in France in
the First World War there was
a bundle of oid “Gems” and
“Magnets.'’

So there we were. only a few
hundred vards from the
German trenches. with men
sitting on the fire siep or
arouched up in their dug-ou:s
reading about Billy Bunter
while the shel's secreamed over-
head. Theyv enjoved Bunler as
much as thev did their rum
issue. and tha' is saving s me-
ing.— A Reader,

— I —— i e ——



Book to Stir
Memories

All who have happy boyhood
memories of Lhose [abulous
centres of learning, Greyiriars
and St, Jim's, will g% a lot of
glruuru from “The Auto-

ography of Frank Richards " |

(Charles Skelton, 10s 6d.),

Frank Richards 1s the best-
known nom-de-plume of 1he

creator of such legendary char- |

acters as Billy Bunter, Augus-
tus D'Arey and Tom Merry, a

schoolboy crew who, In their
time, must have plaved havoe |

with the homework of many a
who vicariously shared
their adventures,

The output of this prolific

An autobiography written in
the third person hasg certain
advantages, though ai times 1
found sid g rsonal
reminiscences just a little too

Ecrml Keener devolees of
illy Bunter and Co. will, T am

sure, forgive their author his

more sentimental moments,

| -

:
f
|
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“BILLY BUNTER"”

The creator of Billy Bunter
has been writing school slories
for more than years and I
recall the happy days of the
| *“ Magnet” and the "Gem " In
which were chronicled the
adventure,; of Greyfiiars and St.
Jim's with al! thcse lovable
characters—Harry Wharton and
company, Arthur Augustus
D'Arcy, Tom Merry and chief
of all, Billyv Bunter,

Now there is to be bought at
's and stationers’ shops

the Autobiography of Frank
Richards, who. although
approaching his 80th vea', has
found that! so many of his
reader< make a pllgrimage to
his home in Kent that is
unable to see any of them
because he cannot see them all

It is interesting 0 know that
he is still writing stories but
he no longer secks insp.ration
{ in Rome, Venice, Nice, Munich,
and o'her Continental lowns
as he aid when he was at the
height of his career.

This i a volume which will
be popular with the schoolboy
of vesieryear and with the
schoolboy of to-day.

* Autob.ograplhiy of ;rank Richards,

publes . by Cuas Ski.ln, Lad
I Pric: 10




Life of the party

Famous Five Fan (Collingham): 1
disagree entirely with W. F. Sawyer, of
Seacroft. If it wasn't for Hwary
Wharton and company, Bllly Bunter
boring for words The
ter are nNOt Amusing In
least, and the only coanclusion 1
come is that the Famous Five
the life and soul of the party.
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lear, says Midland Mayor [ ... suNTER

D: CUT COST OR)| ™z

Mr. Charles Chapman, 73-year-old former lllustrator of
boy's exploits with Mr. Maurice Down, for 20 years
first birthday party of the Billy Buster Club




A FAT BOY COMES
TO LIFE AGAIN

Buns, of course,
I.‘Il"!"

are on the menu

men and women who have never grown up, and
proud of it, welcomed in Birmingham last night

two men who, years ago, belped to bring to life their hero

—Billy Bunter.
Young and old lovers of the
bun-stuffing “Owl of the

Remove  gathered for the first
birthday party of the Midlands
Old Boys &ot Club—or, as
thev are better known, the Billy
Bunter Club.

To celebrale a most success-
ful vear, the club * lured out of
retirement " as guests of honour
60-year-old Mr, Maurice Down,
editor of “The Magnet™ for 20
vears, and 73-year-old Mr.
Charles lr(.'?I:l n, Bunter
illustrator for years

In a room at the Townsend
Club, Church Street, Colmore
Row, with old of “The
Magnet” and “ Gem " round the
walls. the members
questions at Mr. Down.

“ Why were the comics ‘axed’
in 1040 when others continued ?
Were there any stories in hand
at the time? Was Bunter still
selling as well as ever when he
disappeared from the book-
| stalls 2 *

Girl riders
win at show

MIDLAHD competitors were
prominent among winners
in the juvenile competitions at
the Weslern Counties Inter-
national Jumping Show at Lan-
hill, Chippenh.m. yesterday.
Miss n Dsavis, of Woodbine
Farm_ Grandsborough. near
Rugby, riding Woodbine 11, a bay
mare, gained first prize in
section one of the Wings Stakes,
and Miss Dawn Palethorpe of

fired | Blakedown, near Kidderminster,

on her chestnut gelding Ginger
Pop. was first in section two.
Dawn is the younger sister of J.ll
Palethorpe, twice winner of the
Princess Ekzabeth Cup at the
International Horse Show at the
White City.

Pin-Up. a six-year-old chestn
lemarms Denead by WMe D

ut
R
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‘Fewer sales’

Mr. Down. who travelled from
his home in Hertfordshire for
the party, answered each in turn.

“ Boys' papers never ca
many advertisements and it was
that which decided that lunl.tr
should go when newsprint be-
came very short™ he said
“Stories? We lived practically
from week to week—we had to—
and only about two episodes

were in hand when the blow fell.

was certainly not

ullin. at his best when we

?pod pubuuuun. but he was
stil li

Later uﬁr Down ftold the
Birmingham Gazette: “1 thlnk
Bunter and *‘The Magnet' will
never come back. Thr'ﬁ had
their day. Youngsters

seem {o want jet pro
those ra mf:m. hﬁb“:m(

.:hmlltnrhl.

“It is. perhaps, a pity. but
lfuLdLlhththdladlmd
run.

Footnote: Refreshments were
served at the party. Included.
inevitably, were—buns.




Around the
studios

Gmm CAMPION, “fat
slage and screen,
rmntly TV's Billy Bunter,

is fighting a losing battle

every succeeding film he
has to nnt.he hi in wads

o!
more I ‘fut on, the mor

1 penpire and th
become.,” he says, s'or my pnr;

as a schoolboy iIn tht
Form,’' 1 ht l escaped
being fat up. but producer

Paul Soskin insisted on padding
me out. So while I appear fatter
mn ever, 1 am actually rapidly

nr weight through the

Son of scriptwriter ril

(BB.Ca .
Gern?mw Iy lhe

oldest “schoolboys” in films. He
is 30, and married, with two

children.
»* ks »*
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BILLY

BUNTER'’S
BEANFEAST

This grand new story by FRANK
S brings the number of
. ﬂ.—h books pow svsilable up ©
All 7/6 net. The others mre :—

BILLY BUNTER OF GREYFRIARS SCHOOL
BILLY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS PARTY
BILLY BUNTER'S BARRING-OUT
BILLY BUNTER'S POSTAL ORDER
BILLY BUNTER AMONG THE CANNIBALS

BESSIE BUNTER OF CLIFF

BILLY BUNTER AND THE BLUE

BILLY BUNTER'S BENEFIT : BILLY

BILLY BUNTER IN BRAZIL : BILLY BUNTER'S BANKENOTE
UNDER THE THE CHILDREN’S
MOUNTAIN SUMMER

md:’mﬂ trated this new cdition of
old Tim, Sheila Ksye-Smith's well-

Sarsh, end little who written story of two bete

is six, while they are on ﬁ“.l_

in Switzerland. It It shows a real under-
is filled with the gaiety and standing of the child-mind
colour of the and the and an artist’s power © use
licthe intimate of the words. Studies of childhood
many Customs in = honest and full of charm s

its day-to-day 7/6 mar. this are rare indeed. 9/6 met.
CASSELL
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IN response to demand from

grown-ups as well as children,
Frank Richards, creator of the
famous schoolboy character. Billy
Bunter, has written a new adven-
. & mil bs pmeed G

00 t wi on
Tuesday in children’s TV and re-
peated on July 19,




Holiday reading for
children

SUMMER holidays, par-

ticularly in this sort of
“summer,” create a de-
mand among the children
for “something to read.”
The idea that Christmas
and only Christmas is the
time to give a youngster
the present of a book is no

longer tenable.

The publishers recognise the
demand. and there are some
interesting and attractive new
books just published for young

readers. )
‘I‘huie is atg:thtr Billy Bunte;
story from evergreen Fran
Richards. Billy Bunter's Brain-
wave (Cassell 7s. 6d.) begins
with the Fat Owl of the Remove
finding a secret hoard of tes
in Loder's study. Bun be-
comes more than usually in-
sufferable. but his uncovering of
a plot and the thwarting of it is
all good clean fun in the best
Grurrh;: SUIE‘. i

lent Kazan, the Woll Dog
(Cassell, 6s.). Kazan, part-husk
and part-wolf, is a bold a
venturer among the forests of the
Canadian No where he fights.
makes friends and hunts. It is a
well-told yarn.
* - £

Betsy's Napoleon (Cassell, 8s.
6d.) is a story by Jeanetie Eaton
of a small girl who lived on St
Helena a made friends with
the famous captive. Between the
child and the great soldier de-
veloped an affectionate under.
standing. The story has a basis
of hlltnr;cn! fltk

Another story out of history
and one that has never failed to
thrill is that of the Black Prince.
George Leopard's Cub
(Lutterworth Press, 8s. 6d.) tells
anew this Eﬂ ing tale of
knighthood. ¢ iv:rry and cour-
tesy in dark days of fighting.

* * L

For {nun r readers there are
four attractive books.

Falry Tales from Sweden
(Frederick Muller, 10s. 6d.) com-




|

As large as

ever

“Y ODER'S eyes glinted
at him ... It was —,
that nosing, pilfering young

rascal -. who was the
cause of his disaster.

“ But for that {at young scoun-
drel. his name would be in the
footba!l list for St Jim's. . . ..
Loder was down on his luck: but
there was still balm in Gilead,
as |t were,

“He could *"take It out® of
: . He had. in fact, been
kﬂ'ping. an e¢ye open . for

Can vou supply the missing
name? It 5. of course, the
“fat Owl"™ Billy Bunter., as
‘argelv alive as ever after all
these Years.

His new adventure.* ending
naturally with the downfall of
Loder. is ae!l up to Frank
Richards's standard as the best
of the schoolboy story wrilers,

*“ Billy Bunter's Brainwave,”
by Frank Richardg (Cassell, 7s.

6d.).




Bucks berald

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 1953

THESE HORROR

COMICS MUSI
BE BOYCOTTED

‘?" ARIOUS people in Aylesoury
are concerned abour the 1ub-
shy types of children's comics
which are on sale to the young
sters. We feel that thes concem s
mwre than yustied, and 1l s our
contention that much of thus
sheer “tnpe” whach s on sale W
children should be banned from
the booksulls We peler in part
Cular to the gangster type of sl |
whuch makes heroey our of Izurt-I
men and Killers and, 1n so downg,
can do much o leagd a _Iuldm!
mind into efring ways. Some of |
these so-called comics are, n lact,
the exacy opposite of whap am

chuld should be given 1o read.




Thig is a subgect which warrants an
immediate  investigation.  There
are any number of good, whole
some comucs which do children |
a deal of good. There can be no |
possible crniticism  of such pub-
hications, what must be guarded
againse are those which arg like- |
Iv 1o poison young mingds, We !
have all seen the sort of thing |
to which objection s taken -—|
alleged comies whnch feature lurid |
pictures of murder and horror. |
So vivid are some of these pic- |
tures that any child who looks at
them is wough indeed if he or she
sleeps thag night.

Equally appalhing are the caphions
which appear under some ol
these prctured, These contan as
hitile of the Queen's English as
is possible — some of them are
worse than slang and aanaot
do other than have harmful re-
sults 1o the sensitive mind of any
child. Many such publicaiions
have their ongin in Amenca We
suggest they should be kept in
America. Their whole style 15 out
of keeping with the day-to-day
life of young British children, so
much so that some of these pub-
lications musy be regarded as be-
ing anything but  “comic” —
menace might be a better word. |




The unfortunate part s that thas
rubbish is being read on a w.de
scale by many ol our young
people. Lads that should oc
chuckling over the adventures ol
the famous Owl of the Remove,
Billy Bunter, are being held spell-
bound while the villian tries lus
wicked trickg on the innocent
blonvle. The Famoug Five — re- I
member Harry Wharton and Co? |
— soem (o have given way 1o the |

Infamous Six, and the change 15 |

these comics in the pages of which
there 1s little innocent fun and a
lot of serious crime There can
be no possible doubt that those
g0 over the borderline ‘
and many of them do — should |
lwepl off the bookstalls and

of the shops. This newspaper |

a action which wiil
bring this T‘ou.

4



Adult boys’ club

J\RE schoolboys stories
«% what they used to be?
There s a small club In
London for adults who think
they are not. The club, which
is open to all lovers of boys
stories, has its headquarters at
the home of two founder
members, Messrs. Benjamin
and Robert Whiter, of Lordship
Lane, Wood Green.
Thers members meet once a
month. Each. has a private

collection of m ines po
in the 1920's and 1930's. ng::

are brought along to meetings,
stories are read aloud, and dis-
cussions held on the subject
matter.

The majority of members are
ardent fans of Billy Bunter,
Bob Cherry, Harry Wharton
and company at Greyfriars.
And the general taste in storles
s summed up by the club's
heraldie shield. The four
quarters contaln a school cap.
‘nkpot and cane; pipe and cap
in the Sexton Blake tradition:
a highwayman's hat. flintlock
pistol and mask; and a cow-
boy's hat. six-shooter and cart-
ridge belt

i — E—— .
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New books

ON THE TRAIL

WITH BILLY
BUNTER

Billy Bunter's First ( ase, |
by Frank Richardg Cas-
sells, s, 6d.),

Well, here 15 another Grev-
{riars book n Frank Rich
ards  inumitable stvle and
both Young and old, partic-
ularly those of us who re-
velled In the adventures of
the [amous Hve more vVears
Wwo than we ciare W renwnis
ber will thoroughly  enios
his Intest esploit of the Pat
I.i"' it fh.- l‘!c MOV

It was entirely coincidental
ol course, thit 1no £9 notes
hnd disu poearedd [rom
Coker's pocket the same
iternoon Bunter was res-
Essing in the room in

preh of wam a=d entirel
coincidental, oo, that he had
}‘JH‘H feading aboul e Inlest
caplonts ol Sherlock Holmes
‘But off he went on the traill )
and vou will enlovy the ad-
venture to the end




NOW BILLY BUNTER
IS A SLEUTH

BILLY BUNTER has
turned dectective! In
Frank Richards' new story,
“Billy Bunter’s First Case”
(Cassell, 7s. 6d.), the famous
fat boy sets out to discover
the cad who stole a tenner
from old Corker’s study.
Those old fashioned school-

boy ep itbeu—' Beast” and “Old
fellow™ — are still
other words, Bunter has not
changed at all—"Oh corkers,
there's the head!"™

there. In

include last year's recom-
mended book, “The Borrow-
ers,” by Mary Norton (9s. 6d.),
a clever fantasy.

The others are “ Sea Change,”
by Richard Armpstrong (8s. 6d.),
the story of a young appunucﬂ
on a merdunt ship; “Visitors
from London,” by itly Barnes
(Bs. 6d.), a ‘tami! story; and
“The Circus is Coming,” by
Noel Streatfield (8s. 64.).

Ward Lock's series of “Won-
der Books" are ular gifts,
and the titles include animals,
Bible stories, ﬂ;ht.in; services,

el

..............



~ Here s something with a touch of

nostacgia for of all ages. The
Magnet and the .{hdehmct
butl our sons can have Billy Bunter In

book form. The famous Owl of the
Ilm is solving the mmot

tenner, holding
;ﬂuuﬂmrﬂlmmw
makes him the temporary J

affection of mh not-evnnhrﬁny-
friars charscters as Skinner, Stott
and Snoop, and America’s gift to the
school. the miserly Pisher T. Pish. No
second invitation will be needed to
Eln in Hilly Bunter's Beanfeast or
Hly Bunter's First Our.zrnnl
mmmmo-m Ts. 6d.



BILLY BUNTER

IS IN TROUBLE

AGAIN

Hitls  Bunter the Bold. hy
Frank Kichards (Cassell &
(o, Lid. 7s 6d.)

ERE is another OGrev-

friars varn in the lnim-
tiable Frank Richards styvie
with the fat. owlish Bunier
in urouble again.

It all beginsy when the
gourmandg Apics oodles ol
tuck laid outl ia the stua! of
ihe Famous Five lor & lea
pAri: [of Wingair the
school Capimin Throwing
caution 1o the winds, he falls
o0 %ith & Tengcance L
course. the wrath of the Re.
move falis upon him and he
siands s Porm trial and is
seint 1o Coveniiny.

Youd be surprised what
iricks Bunter gria up o in
order 1o win himself back
into  javour Why., he even
black: his eve with s00! Ana
tries 1o spoof the Remon
that {t was A hattk honour
athieved in  delending hr
gond nAame of the schonl
Tn no avail The sont [ails
off

His LUCKY DAY

Then comes A day when
Bunter realiy  does achirve
someihing. Then, ol course,
nabady believes him atl firsl.
In the end, however. he gris
his due reward,

An excellent book shich
should [ascinale preseni-dat
youngsters as much as hr
adventures of theae feliowns
interested their fathers VEAars
! BRED.

|




* TV AND RADIO *

Billy
Bunter is
back again

OOK out chaps — Billy

4 Bunter will be back in
television again on July 1.

His last appearance was a
vear ago, but he will turn up
again in the robust form of
Gerald Campion and the scene
will be set at Greyfriars School.
This isode, called Bunter
Won't . has been specially
written for TV by Frank
Richards who is now over 80
and has written more than
10,000 stories for schoolboys
and schoolgirls in the last 30
years.

Weather permitting. the
second Test match at Trent
Bridge. Nottingham, will be
covered extensively by the TV
cameras. Brian Johnston and
E. W. Swanton will be com-
menlators.

<o




FAT OWL WOULD NavER
SAY * FLUONOMIST '

‘Vicar is
all wrong
about
Bunter’

by JACK LUCAS

corkers, that's torn it!

The Billy Bunter fans
are “ yarooing " with indig-
nation at what the Vicar of
Brockmoor, Staffordshire l
(the Rev. Denys Aston) said
about their hero this week.

The vicar attacked the use of

long-winded phrases for
things. like fluonomist for




But the fans say that,
ich. the Viear has picked on
unter un-
fairly.,. TheYy
say he Was
never loON
winded, a»
though some of
his pals might
have been.
Fortly » two -
vearold Mr.
Frank Griffiths,

have invented
weird ways
spelling the ol
ones,”
The Vicar
may have been B
thinking of§
Hurree Jamsel
Ram Singh. one
of the Famous Five, sald Mr

Grifiths. He said things i
“The roughfulness is terrific.”




Or. sald Mr. Griffiths_ it "
have been Alonzo Todd. m :
member of the Greyfriars
Remove, who once sald some-
thing like:

“Allow me to give public
disapprobation of the utilisation 1
of such terminology. and to
couple with that act the indica- |
tive asseveration that for &}
dictionary. which is merely an|

inorganic lexicographical

: 'A'n'd s0 on. It sounds as thuunl'
it might very well have been
that bounder Alonzo.

Verbose? Never

Another fan of Billy Bunter

and * The Ilngi " sald last
night: “ 1 have rd noth!.li %0
unjust as the phrase . lI‘II:‘
Bunterism® since Mr. Que
threatened to expel Bob '
He may have tried to keep is

hampers to himself. He
have been a little mhm
about those postal orders which
never came.

But Billy Bunter, say his fans,
was never verbose. He himself
would have summed up his dis-
Iwm-l of the phrase Billy

nterism with one word of
pain,
| Yaroo!
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| Wallington,
" television set.

I'V BROUGHT nothing but trouble to the home of|
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bcott, it was stated in the|

Divorce Court yesterday.

Mr. Bcott, an engineer, of Lodge-lane, Redhill, Burrey, alleged
‘|cruelty by his wife, Jean. Two ol thelr rows, sald Mr. Justice

TV spelt trouble

Scotts

were over thelr

ROW No, 1 Desan when

y the husband
wanted Lo walch a boxing match.
According to Mr. Bcott, his wile
turned the set off and threatensd
to put an axe through it and
through him.

started when
ROW No, 2 iarted when
watch & “Billy Bunter" pro-
gramme.

The wile put her feet on the
mantelpiece and obscurped hia
view, When he complained ahe
removed her feet but first held a

per and then some knitting In
ront of the screen. Thay came to
blows.

The Judge sald he acceplad the
husband's evidence.

‘HAGGARD'

On another occasion, the judge
wenk on, the wife had rushed at
the husband, punching and kick-
ing him, His condition had bean
deacribed as *utterly exhaustad
.+« Daggard and dmwn.”

Mr. Scollt was granted s decree
nlal

Mrs. Scott, of Leestreet, Horley,
Burrey, denied her husband's alle-
gationa ahe toned,
aoousing him dam Her
petition was rejected.

CHAPLIN TO
PLAY ATOM
AGE KING

CHﬁH.LI.E CHAPLIN s work-
ing on & new film, part of
which will be made in Lon-
don. And its theme 15 —
atomic.

It deals with the problema of a
king—played by himsell—who
Wants to use atomic energy to
improve the everyday livea of
his people. To provids free
heating, a better climate, good
fresh food all the year round.

importance of atomic
and rid themselves of Lhe
idealist,

ROYAL ADVICE

He |a exiled to Bwitserland and
there he meels & girl who shows
him that it |s better (o be &
citizen than a

No date




How many of the

Billy Bunter

series has he read?

There are now fifteen of these stories
by FRANK RICHARDS about the
fattest and most popular schoolboy in
literature. Each book is illustrated,
7/6 net. The titles are :

BUNTER DOES HIS BEST ; BILLY BUNTER
THE BOLD; BILLY BUNTER'S BRAIN-
WAVE, BILLY BUNTER'S BEANFEAST;
BILLY BUNTER AND THE BLUE MAURI-
TIUS . BILLY BUNTER BUTTS IN, BILLY
BUNTER'S POSTAL ORDER ; BILLY BUN-
TER'S BENEFIT ; BILLY BUNTER AMONG
THE CANNIBALS ; BILLY BUNTER'S BAR-
RING OUT; BILLY BUNTER'S BANKNOTE ;
BILLY BUNTER OF GREYFRIARS SCHOOL |
BILLY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS PARTY;
BILLY BUNTER IN BRAZIL, BILLY
BUNTER'S FIRST CASE.

CASSELL




Saturday week (July oth) brings two
famous fictional heroes back to life on our
screens, one of them, indeed, quite literally
exhumed, as it were. In the afternoon Billy
Bunter (impersonated once again by Gerald
Campion) returns to Children’s Television
in a new Greyfriars School series, specially
written as before by that Old Master of
schoolboy fiction, Frank Richards, now in
his middle eighties.

That same evening sees P.C, Dixon (alias
Jack Warner) miraculously restored to life,
after being murdered on his beat in the
film of “ The Blue Lamp,” in order that
viewers may wish him better luck in the
weekly fight against crime which script-
writer Ted Willis has lined up for him n
“Dixon of Dock Green,” the new serics
designed to keep us on edge every Saturd.y
night for some time to come. Let us hope
that Mr. Willis' script will match Mr,
Warner's flair for portraying down-to-ear'h
but true-to-life characters.



BUNTER IS BACK: July 9 brings Billy
Bunter of Greyfriars back to Children’s Tele-
vision. Gerald Campion will appear as Bunter.
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| the Remove: that those

‘1 SAY, YOU

FELLOWS!’
THE City Fathers who, in

an excess of otherwise
highly commendable Yuletide
solicitude, have decided to
inclade the stories of Billy
Bunter in the books they are
sending to the children of
Sverdlovsk, have only too
obviously not even ered
the possible results of so rash
an act. Do they really want
the youth of Soviet Russia—
fox, to be sure, it will not stop
at Sverdlovsk—to know that
oar educational system

friars is certain to be located
in Birmingham), where the
boys are so brainless that
they remain perpetually in

pupils who have wealthy
parents are allowed to send
them hampers of food (clear
cases of class distinction),

Y T . & Tt -d~d F-g=8

tolerates a school (and Grey- |

which are eaten surrep-
titiousl in dormitories,
obv y because the school
meals are rrunlr inadequate;
that the schonl harbours a
Lord and a Nabob (more
class privileze) as well as
one, Fisher T. Fish, the son
of a hated American capita-s
list, who* indulges in “big
business ™ deals with his
| fellow pupils?




~ As for Billy Bunter him-
self, what more horrible
example of lazy ignorance,
gluttony, deceitfulness, g:
varication and

ml&bemuledhthe little
Ivans and Olgas of Sverd-
lovsk? Even that arch
bounder of Greyfriars,
Vernon-Smith. woald think
| twice before doing anything
so heinous as Birmingham is
lmumphﬁn: One could




on reciting the shortcom-
foes of this school, which
have been notorious for
years, but there is
surely no excuse for blazon-
to the world—and
the Soviet world at that. Has
the Minister of Education
been consulted about this—
to ‘I:{ nothing of the city's
Chief Education Officer, the
National Union of Teachers
and the National Association
of Schoolmasters? (Well
indeed might Mr. Quelch
murmur “Upon my word.”
if not “ Bless my soul.”)
The authorities rnllz must
think again, or the " conse-
quencefulness” of their
action. as Hurree Jamset
Ram Singh would say, “ may
 be terrific.”




x * *x K %k
BILLY BUNTER RETURNS
FROM HIS “HOLIDAYS”

ILLY BUNTER is back! The
“Fat Owl” of Greyfriars
School, beloved of generations
of schoolboys. comes once more
to B.B.C. screens,

A new series of adventures al
Greyfriars has been specially
written for Children’'s TV Dby
the creator of Billy Bunter
Frank Richards, and will Dbe
seen each Sunday for six weeks
starting on September 9.

Once again Gerald Campion
will play Billy Bunter, and
Kvnaston Reeves the irascible
Mr. Quelch |

The author Frank Richards

is now in his 80's and has
written nearly 10,000 stories
since he sent off his first story
at the age of 17.

He started writing school
stories some vears after the
death of Queen Victoria and
has worked through five reigns
and two world wars.

Under his ba?t.ismal name of
Charles Hamilton, and his
various noms-de-plume of
Martin Clifford, Owen Conquest.
and for the female readers
Hilda Richards. the creator of
Bessie Bunter. he is perhaps as
immortal as his own
characters,



WATCHED the clamor-

ous kids around Dan

Dare at the Boys' and
Girls' Exhibition. *

“It used to be Dan the
Banitary Man, not Planet-
ary,” sald a voice that has
lJaunched a thousand quips,
and there behind me was my
old Herald confederate, that
great artist Gllbert Wilkin-
son.

“It used to be Bllly Bunter
and the Famous Five of Grey-
friars” I corrected. At which a
father alongside me gave the
immortal Bunter cry of
“Yarooh! " and his friend in-
toned the correct response,
= Cave, Quelchie! "

There is, you see, & more Or

less secret society perhape a mil- -

lion strong in this country—the
vast balding brotherhood of old
Oreyl{riars boys.

If we who used to devour the
Magnet ine stories in our
boyhood ever united for any poll-
tical purpose, we could take over
the country tomorTow.

And run it, for we have all the
talents Men as different as Noel
Coward, Herbert Morrison, Stan-
ley Matthews and Gilbert Hard-
ing have declared their member-

ship to me.

Wtk

under bedclothes by the light of
& falling electric torch that
made a funny S-shadow on the
tiny print

It was seventh heaven to be
simultaneously a Decent Chap
and a lawbreaker, . . .

Now It wasn't so long ago (/[
told my envious hegrers) that [
talked about these things with
the creator of Greyfriars S8chool
himself—now a little, old man

in a skull-cap living in a quiet .

road, at Kingsgate-on-Sea, Kent.

P g
T B4 spry Frank
Richards (real name,

Charles Hamilton) still
works every day, adding. to
the awful total of 75million
words he has poured out in
his lifetime.

He works, he sald frankly,
becauss he still must if he wants
to eat. He earned handsome
money when he was the Pled
Piper of the Board Schools. but
he spent it as it came—some-
times (but don't tell Harry
Wharton) at the Monte Carlo
gaming tables.

What pusmzled and faintly

JROWIP

PERSONAL PIECE

grieved him was that over the
years Billy Bunter, the Owl of
the Remove, the greedy,
cowardly, deceitful scrounger he
had planned to be despised, had
gradually become the most en-
during and suc-
cesaful of all the
Greyfriars tribe.

There's & new
Frank Richards
book due shortly
(Collins, 8a. 64.)

trend,
Fatty the central figure, while
the Pamous Five play only sup-
porting roles.

Aroypd the Trans-Antarctic

. stmnd st the Exhibition, some

boys were shoving one another,
and one was thumped and sald
a distinct * Yarooh/ "

Not “Eeek! "™ or " Glurp! ™ or
any other transatlantic comie
strip term, but a good old Grey-
friars “ Yarooh/! "~

The little old skull-capped
Merlin in Kent will Dbe
glad to know that some of his
influence on English. schoolboy
language is still alive.



BILLY
BUNTER’S
BACK

iB[LLY BUNTER, beloved of
gencrations  of  schoolboys,
comes once more to BBC sCreens.
| A now serics of adventures at Grey-
' friars has been specially written for
'BBC Children’s Television by the
|creator  of Billy Bunter, rank

Richards, and will be seen cach
| Sunday for six weeks, starting on
| September 9,

Once again Gerald Campion will
play Billy Bunter, and Kynaston
Reeves the irascible Mr. Quelch:
Gerald Campion has starred in all
the previous Bunter plays and
serials on BBC-TV.

Brian Roper, returning (o the
series, plays Bob Cherry,  Harry
Wharton will be played by Anthony
Valentine, Frank Nugent by
Laurence Harrington, Johnny Bull
by Wiliam Symons, and Hurree
Singh by Barry Barnett.

The author, Frank Richards, is
now in his cightics and has writien
ncarly 10,000 storics since he sent
off his first story at the age of 17.
He started writing school stories
some years after the death of Queen
Victoria and has worked through
five reigns and two world wars.

Producer of the series is Shaun
Sulton.




ammummn
been specially
orl.l.c mmu
m%' will be seen
th-utd:
m‘“rm

the
sauthor,
ﬁl’ ia his
has 'ﬂm near
lm stories sinoe he
a:-' first sto tt’:‘.‘: "'? 17.
m hool stories
sOme years after the death of
Queen Victoria.




Bunter’s creator

A MAN of elghty-six 4

the author of one o

the most poPulu features for

children’s television. His name

Is Frank Richards and by

chief subject is that immort
schoolboy

character —
Bunter -

Mr. Richards, whose lateg
adventures of Billy Bunte
have just begun on Childreny
Hour Teelvision, has  in
about 10,000 stories since the
age of 17. He started writing
school stories a few years ufte
the death of Victoria

§0, you beast.”

!hﬂmﬂ.'l;llwltw'nb
ing about Bunter, whe
should really be over 80 yean




“ Billy Bunter *’ in Disgrace !

Newest theatre club is Gerry's, kept by Gerald
Campion, better known as the fat schoolboy, Billy
Bunter, on Television. Condition for membership:
you must have something to do with the entertain
ment world. Your escort takes you to an under-
clothing shop in Shaftesbury Avenue, where yo
dive into the dark arcade; then he opens a dark
narrow door with a key and leads you down
narrow staircase into a sort of gay Alladin’s Cav
of pink and cream walls etched with amusing
caricatures, hung with blue curtains and lit witl

. pink and white lanterns.

Supping were Harold Scott and Linsdale Landen
(both in A Dead Secret), Richard Goolden, Jil!
Melford, the red-head daughter of Jack Melford,
Miriam Karlin, Chin Yu, in white with a bright
red coat, Roy Rich, Brenda Bruce, Stanley Baker,
Donald Houston, Denholm Elliott and many others

When Gerry hasn’t got a cook he does the job
himself, and there he was cooking away. During a
lull he came to our table for a brief chat, A waitress
whispered something in his ear. Gerry’s expression
changed instantly. *‘‘ Excuse me,” he gasped,
“1’ve forgotten all about a steak !” And he

rushed off looking far more
like Billy Bunter in disgrace

B o Gerald Campion.



New Bunter '
series for
television

l‘ll.l,.\" BUNTER 15 back: n
nes SPT1PS ol five
adventures nbout the Grey-
Y irmirs  eharnctey . has been
I written for BBC. Children's
Telewision by Frank Richards,
and will be sren each Saturday
stadrting on July 20

Onee again Gerald Camplon
will play Billy Bunter. and
Kynastonn Reeves Mro Queleh
Giernld Campion hns  starred
in all the previons Bunter plavs
and seriils in BRC. Television

Keith  Paulkner plavs Bob |
Cherry. Anthony Valentine and
Lawrence Harrington ag before
wnv Harrv Walton and Frank
uegent, Johnny Bull is plaved
by David Coote, and Hurree
Singh by Jumes Doran Glvn
Dearman nlavs Laord
Mauleverer

The author Frank Richards
i+ now in b elghties and has
writtenn ngriv 10000 stories
sinee he sent off his first storn
at the are of

He started writing school
dtorirs  some vears after the
deathh of Queen Victoria and
ha= worked throngh five reign®
and twioy world wars

Under his baptismal name ol
Chailes  Himitlton, and s
VAris noms-de-plume of
Martin Chflord, Owen Cone
quest and  for  his  female
readers. Hilidln Richards.  the
croator ol Bessie Bunter. he s
perhaps as immortal as his own
characters from  the  Maanet
and the Cemn

| * * *




Billy Bunter

Michael Anthony and Bernadette
Milnes, a new husband and wife
team, are presenting their first play
in the West End this Christmas,
Under their newly-formed company,
City Stage Productions, they will
stage *“* Billy Bunter's Mystery
Christmas " for three weeks at the
Palace, opening on December 27
for matinées only. In addition to
Billy Bunter, there will be other
Greyfriars characters. Bunter will
be plaved by Gerald Campion, who
has played the character more than
eighty times on children’s television. |




* Billy Bunter'

“Billy Bunter’s Mystery Christ-
mas” opens at the Palace on
December 27 for a three-week sea-
son of matintes only. Gerald
Campion will play the famous fat
boy and others in the cast are
John Downing, Alistair Speed, Roy
Brown, Anthony Reca, Anthony
Toller, Peter Bart'ett, Ronald Adam.
Edward Evans, Toke Townley and
Michael Anthony. Jordan Law-
rence is re sible for the direction
and Vic Friendly for the setting.
Press representative ;: Sylvia Milsom,

1



‘BILLY BUNTER'S MYSTERY
CHRISTMAS

ERE is a show to which all chil-
dren should take their fathers

for a Christmas treat. Children
themselves will enjoy it, but to old
readers of the Greyfriars slories it

*BILLY BUNTER'S
MYSTERY CHRISTMAS

Play , by Maurice McLoughlin, Pre-
sented by City Stage Productions at
the Palace on December 27. Décor
by Vicior Friendly.

Harry Wharton ... John Downing

Bob Cherry ..... evses Alistair Speed
Frank Nugent ...... Anthony Rea
Hurree Jamset Ram Singh

Roy Brown
Johany Bull ........ Anthony Toller

William George Bunier
Gemnld Campion

Mr. Quelkch ........ Ronald Adam
Lord Mauleverer .... Pcter Bartlett
Portwell ......0000 Edward Evans

Dr, Schmidt ,.,. Michael Anthony
Alfic Crump ....... Toke Townlcy

Direcred by Jordan Lawrence

will be a tonic to restore lost youth.,

The awthor has retained the char-
acters and re<created the atmosphere
so well that it is difficult to realise
that the Finy did not come from
the pen of Frank Richards himself ;
and Jordan Lawrence (a ulf—cun-:
fessed Greviriars old boy) has en-




_ sured that every sequence and every
tableau bears &. stamp of that par-
ticulur old school tic,

Gerald Campion’s ability to im-
rsonate Bunter is known to all
owners, On the stage he is
even better, and is ably aided and
discomfited by an equally well-cast
gang.
Ronald Adam, Edward Evans and
Toke Townley are admirable adults

in this schoolboy adtcnturcG .




R R R R R RIS
‘Billy Bunter Flies East’

Gerald Campion is to appear in
“Billy Bunter Flies East”
Maurice Mc¢lLoughlin at the Victoria
Palace on December 22, for a four-
week matinées-only season.  City
Stage Productions are 0 present
this oduction, by arrangement
with Jack Hylton and Leslie Mac-
donnell. The script has been pre-
pared by arrangement with Fleet-
way Productions Lid. and Frank
Richards. creator of Billy Bunter.




CASSELL BOOKS

SIR VIVIAN
FUCHS

ANTARCTIC
ADVENTURE
Sir Vivan's iremendously ewen
mg siory of the crosung of

Au.-rmn wally wrtten for
¥ Super il
ira " full colowr, 126 ned

PAT SMYTHE

HORSES AND PLACES

many pctures of Pai Smythe's
travels from Furope 1o Peru and
of life at Muerden with Tosca's
three foals. 107 « 747, 106 mer.

MIKE
HAWTHORN

CARLOTTI

TAKES THE WHEEL
The second thrilling motor rec-

ing story for enthusiasts
completed by "you“. wihom just
hll'fnrl his desth. Hilws . 10/6 ner.

GLADYS
DAVIDSON

BALLET STORIES

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
The staries of the twenty-seven
basi known ballets 10 be seen in
thn country, wpecually told for
chuldren. 12 & ner

BILLY BUNTER

BUNTER

COMES FOR CHRISTMAS
FRANK RICHARDS new story
of the famous Tat owl' and his
companions &l Greyfrare K6 ner,
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SEARCH FOR
A NEW BILLY
BUNTER

NEW Billy Bunter production,
“Billy Bunter's Swiss Roll”,
written by Maurice McLoughlin, by
arrangement with Fleetway Produc-
tions Ltd., and Frank Richards,
creator of Billy Bunter, is to be
m at_the Victoria Palace, on
r 23, for a matinées-only

Season,

Auditions are being held for a
new Billy Bunter at the Victoria
Palace on Monday next at 11 a.m.
Applicants should be about 25,
about 5ft. 2in. in height, with a
girth of about 50 inches,

The show is to be presented by
City Stage Productions, by arrange-
ment with Jack Hylton and Leslie

A. Macdonnell. Press representative
John Bretion,




| A BILLY BUNTER WANTED. MUST

BE ABLE TO ACT. GIRTH NOT LESS
THAN £0 INCHES. — VICIORIA
PALACE, STAGE DOOR., MONDAY.
SEPTEMBER 5ith, 11 am C

EXOTIC Dancer, young, good figure, for
famous dance act. Costelo. 2 p.m, Friday,
~Max Rivers. C

TOP Club and Cabaret Acts supplied and
wanted, Beautiful girls always in demand
for T.U. and film work, — Shaltesbary
| Productions, 85 Shaftesbury Avenue, Lon-
don, W.1. REG (983 or FRE 1782, C




*

“Emergency Mission” in the BBC.
TV "Men inlo Space™ film serwes,
on Saturday, September 17, tells
how when a new
out of orbit, and cTew given
ap for lost, the only chance of
A rescue bid 1s provided by an
experimental ship just off the
drawing board.

*

Billy Bunter poses a problem o
his Greyiriars schoolmates, in
“Bunter Won't Go."” (o be shown
by BBC TV, on BSalurday,
Sepltember 17.

*

George Sanders. Dana Wynter and
Robert Stack star in the
BBC-TV Alm drama "“A
Portrait of a Murder ' ¢on Satur-
day, Seplember 17.

*



Melachrino Burgled

George Melachring had his Chel-
seh home !mr{h:d for the second

time in six weeks over the weekend.
The place was ransacked, but one
iem rhe thieves missed, however,
was his golden dise, “The Immortal
Ladies™, which was on the wall,

e e

Receiving a ragging from the “Crazy Gang” is Keith
Banks, who plays Billy Bunter, at the Victoria Palace.
Peacefully rehearsing for “Billy Bunter’s Swiss Roll,” a
matinee-only show opening December 23, Keith Banks
had a rude shock as the Crazy Gang marched in and
calmly proceeded to give him the full treatment. Com-
pleting this, they disappeared as mysteriously as they
[IVEN I rIa ) St il




Billy Bunter
CI STAGE PRODUCTIONS,
by arrangement with Jack Hylton
and Leshe A. MacDonnell, presemt
“Billy Bunter's Swiss Roll”, at the
V:c{ona Palace. for matinées only.
script s by Maurice Mec-
Lopghim, by arrangement with
Ficetway Productions and Frank
R chards. The cast includes Keith
Banks, Machiel Anthony, Derek
Svdney. Robert Lankesheer, Keith



Marsh, Peter Greenspan, Frangois
Landry, Michael Tennent, Pearson
Dodd and Brian Tipping. The
director is Ellen Pollock and décor
is by Alan Pikford. Press Represen-
tative : Joha Bretton.
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BILLY BUNTER 50, BUT STILL GOING STRONG

THE WORLD’S MOST
AMOUS FAT BOY

1960 5

IO the “dead letter ; \ N Tl politician and r«... 4
: v CHARLES er Pelative who s v
I oflice ot the General B) LE )  olne Mr. Hamilton for 8
|Post Office in London, MURRAY lu“":"’ axainst & ;_!u.r]u.u p:‘r\\:’n had
|there .(“‘”nl‘ recently ul.l. to think over all those vmnmllul Al these,” he says with &
| “insufliciently addressed i\(..n..; you would think me 'i;:ll‘l:'lfllr rn-v‘v"x:.uﬂmdlmmu‘x(r‘f.',l? «:\';:
letter bearing an Austra-|‘clot). wo” B ot "Bunter if T lived to be
|llan postmark. All it said| On the Stage double ¢lihty. My characters are
lwas: “To the Greatest| Now Bunter, “officially’ as real to me a8 if they were F0Y
as. 0 ) story telling's sake still 1. but m]t..m children. Those were wonder
| D f B School ful ers 1 wrote for and, look-
| writer o oy’ CROOL | “reality 50, looks like outliv g 8 l e 1 think a AN lot
Sto{l(‘\ in 'l)l\ world' the rest of the merry crew ‘:I;L l:(d 10 Unll'l ay and ‘unu!hrr
!El]ul‘ll\d .u “C “l'}v“l'” advm\urvn“nllrntl‘ At l«'n.u\ they were  positive
“ millions of viewers, and will go on
| The men w job it is to!indefinitely because the BBC "'l‘f;““s",’," 1;]’;" ll'a""a"“g‘;x"‘; Wy
| handle such posers didn't hesitate | dare not “kill” them T irse \1’r Yaam TP
e second. They sent it 10 Mr- | ‘“ “"' and the “Gem"|prank” Richards, alias . Martin
les Hamilton al an address in > avourite boyhood | (liflord,  alias Hilda Richards
Il Kent vill And with it vally) are unhappily | Goosnt work @ hard nowadays as
(quite unofficially. of course no more. but Bunter sull Raits | " qid’ ten, twenty, thirty or forty
Lo say 1 3
a note saying that they hoped that m that postal order in comic|years avo. Editors in those days
a school called Greyiriars s all over the world | years & % s in those da
thrivit nd that Billy B a ! | couldn’t get enough
\“'\W ane il u . B At Christmas time each year| () Wide S
would wet his postal order SOIIC | s a special season at a n ide Screen?
‘a‘.v; soun o ) theatre of Billy Bunter| -, e spends a lot of time
he recipient. though he s well e hich ofere: arel Today he aponds @ &
[ bevond the 80 mark, and known ¢ o B take 1 on ,"“," ,,‘,I‘ n;;,," rds bk ',',,"v‘
the world as Frank Richars, M Fohenitn countries Bt i st b crcepine
s “Hilda Richards. was, as usual Seeme. Jhere  arc ae|His latest plan is to write Bunter

e lote sceive adventures in Latin especially for
| e¥eriosedjtatrecaiveli) “"‘1{) apparently, Wil school n\llmuk: so that Latin

| acl Y . an nstrue te
|I.Il:.'.l.;xlrl|r;)=| »(“'H:‘:‘: |ul[4.~.:|’"\l:.l|‘|‘:: | B‘“k '" “ l)l"k | lhn nmurall\ is a matter n!‘”:;s-‘q:] of V " w,]“" o Bunter
\ orce's  new \upcr\omr | Then, putting it aside carcfully great satisfaction to the rosy-| And at r.u.,m ,m,.mh repre-
slane, the Northro 38, It | m u\nunu thousands of other such | checked, quietly-spoken author as|sentatives of film npanies des-
s the first U.S. .\irgorfr super- | L4 lm\ letters” acquired in the last he works on that typewriter at & |cend on him in Kent with offers
sonic plane designed s i years. he adjusted the skull cap | steady fifty words a minute;|to transfer the Fat Boy to the
for m\m training ar I be ‘ Il"' Wears to keep off the draughts. | rarely revising his stories, never|cinema screen in a big way. It
used by students who have com drew his dressing gown more hard-up for a plot, just golng may happen too After n]f_ as
pleted their primary flight in closely s\rnund him and turned to | steadily ahead adding to his!someone has pointed out, with
struction lln- lmm red typewriter to turn out | wordage which, since he sold his|these wide screens that

———— 1oth story about the firgt school story at the age of use, there is at last

likes best of all the |17 for £5 58, now totals 60.000,000; room for  George

Forecast of
‘Electric

lhmm!u G
{crew of schoolboy
his fertile brain
life

YEW ZEALAND has a new £4,000,000 port at Blufr,

ifmmortals that | g

has Lrought to make visualisation of this| William Bunter (correction please
as broug o

easier, enough words to fill about | WILLIAM GEOR (:E BUNTER)
1.000 full-length books. | really to spread him:

is Willian * Where xactly does F ———,'——‘
Bullet’ in Man

of course
the Fat

And that
(lvnlu‘ Bunter,

Bunter
as we |

Boy with | come I asked him

hk Hal typescripts.

pital aft

r he slumped to the floor

1 N 3 8 N | the owlish eyes. in the skin-tight | sat in his booklined study, sur-|
= 9 on the southernmost extremity of South Island, | jusers. an obsession with cream|rounded by bound volumes —of |
Cars 00“ capable of handling the I.up st liners which visit the |buns. and a penchant for velling |stories rcoing back over halt al Bolt
| countr | in a_moment of stress such phrases  century lying  alongside  his | was a
‘ R J Cataldo. a senior vice- ) )l 1 port | l‘ l | as " Yarroo. Leggo. You v'nz:" unln;‘(l IL\i\ ‘(hv dm‘« CTOSS- Doctors examining Ralph
N b e = N here has a -\.n\ been a po {S Ol1 Of course his fellow schoolmates | words in atin for relaxation) . (31 ped .
M resident of a US. electrical | gt Bluff, but it has been subject 40 Y “»\ f c 'Hc “',h"" lo% 8o o herry |and his piles of tidy 1) | Rubens (31). bank clerk. in hos
ot

company, predicted in Detroit that | to the rough se n winds and tides

more than 500,000 motorists will be ‘ Now the people of Southland
using electric cars within the next | the rich hint rland feeding the
SIX youls port. have an 84-acre island har-
Small. efficient rectifiers, convert- | bour through which the produce
ng alternating current into direct | of the district @ il be shipped

current, make it possible for| Al S N
pprrent. make it pessitie fif) By French Firm
contained device to regenerate | \r the official inaugurat 1n|‘ of
their naurm»x | the w port recently

That meant. Mr. Cataldo said 1vl|m| -General, Lord Cobha
that park;m meter-like devices | that coupled with hi
could  be installed along the | New Zealand was a mo

nal ‘l arge, | admiration for the Dominion’s ~d«

sireets, and for a n
it-yourself” attitude to lfe

Electric 1
an electric

by the
nafford a t

nition syste
car would

eleetric car

charge their es v e¢| “While we Brit ish ;nn;l. ar

of the day | dubiously t ‘
|

Jam 8ingh, to

|and Hurrie York office, found a

THE BRITISH

‘n\ his New

Four Prototypes

\AIIUIXI (ln- rightfulness is terri-| bullet-like object near the heart.
have the own niche in Bunter,” he said. “is not '11- Police surrounded the bank build-
qu GlON (lu mlu(mns of th generations  person but four persons; a - ;. assuming someone had shot
of boys who will never grow up. mn of four characters

fI'HE British Legion celebrates But it is Willlam George Bunter I used to know.” ne noticed a small hole in
\ts 40th anniversary next year | who. despite his failings. is love d| He would not name them s and across the street
shich also marks the centenary |n of all not only by his begetter | fically, but hinted that No d that window frames
of the birth of its first president by everybody in all walks |an especially fat magazine editor, | were ing  installed by a rifle-
the late Field Marshal Earl Haig No. 2 a near relative who wore | like power “tool for firing 2in. stud
Plans are being made to make | Nl . ulasses even  thicker than the nu..\ It was found that one of
|the Legion's annual conference at A Clot Owl of the Remove™ does, No shots © must have gone

Whitsun a  special  anniversary |  How do I know? In the nuddle 3 a famous thick-skinned Vic-|astray

occasion and branches through-!of the Second World War, by a

amount of erosion in the r er is bullding one’” he sa
1he new system also had vnv ad The New /ulm:ﬂ farmer. Lord
vantage of better startin in col Cobham said, must be a
s eather mechanic, builder and even arc
Because the cost pv v unit for  welder. He built hi ds and |
rectifiers was stead ne down. | poured his own g So It
S Al oteclric. car couid b ade | vas pe o be wondered
operate more efficiently  said | at that Nev hd did not h
\Mr Cataldo at a little matter of gnmnmu
| for a harbour
building the
4 mi IQL as done b
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near future
at Manapouri
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1 Quee nsland

Mrs  Kennedy a o1
sveral hand-made ninafore

she can “grow

= Parker. the throurh the ne
gned her 1sseau the outkoin
of the dresses Mrs [fi jushed il also b

has bought for Caroline|shipped
27. but one pink part It s that the new
wbout £14 plant £160.000,000 of
k. Southland. 11
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the price she

clothes. She
Kennedv had

port and  shippin
d other sources of

pavs for
said
returned  dre
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sTnL tn“!;"l&n approval that r-‘k\l‘
about £2 S
i T Lady Beaumont
ennedv was “about the !l\ux"
ative tich &irl 1 ki £
Sttt i e Allowed Bail

seven chndren never h».»k.\ at the
vrice. she sald. She is the wife
of Robert Kennedy. who is to be
\Hnrnev-(}enma' fn his
administration

on Car Charges

Lady ‘Barbara) Beaumont, who
brother's| was arrested on a warrant because
she twice failed to answer sum
lnmnvs was remanded until Janu

at Marylebone yesterday

A bomb Protest ]l.ndv Beaumont (34), of Draycott

Plx\r; (g:-lw-n \\dnq mrrusc{ of

careless driving riving without

&lwr Cleared (n-a\mabh- consideration and fail

# e ('nll]l’( of Am»-_sls lm San (_.”_,ﬂ"‘.h. uce’ her insurance
rancisco has reverse the con- ” 5 -
viction of Dr. Earle Reynolds (50), F,E.‘,",,u,f,'f',!.ﬁ'\hun \l“::dv wB‘:-Inl:J‘
an anthropologist and pacifist.| mont could have bail in £50 if

who as a protest sailed his 30-ton | she could find a surety in a similar
ketch Phoenix into an area of |sum. Later yesterday she was
the Pacific closed to ahlgulm: dur- | released from custody when Miss
inz the 1958 Eniwetok nuclear| Catherine Bernadette Nicholls. of
tests. He sald the tests endan-|Queen's Gate 1.»rr.m- South
sered the human race ensington, stood suret;

He was given a prison sentence After Inspector Cuth bert  Page
i Hooolulu yrlr but | had asked for a * considerable
remained - free pending appeal. | surety ” if bail was allowed, Lady
‘\"Sltl‘d-ly the court ruled mn he [ Beaumont said: "1 _am lorﬂbly
was convicted wrongly of a felony. | so id go to Chelsea Police
Ha had oumnmwd no more than|Station and asked them to get In
A {ASpASS touch with the court’

|

|
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|

out the country are be urged 10 | foolish slip in an article fc
hold anniversary even .wspapers about Greyfr

B T
Coupled with this will be an all- |8t Jim's ¢ r ..»l

its sister

it drve for hew members amoni forred (o' hun .
i A B \‘;.‘f}:* Free Film Show
.
e \\\\1 \1‘«‘.:.1 :‘.‘x" .
‘C lean’ Coal ; Slbl‘ee Hall
G 1 oal 1t
xu;i : Preview your Perfect Holid,
) N Yy oliday
o b TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY

JANUARY 3rd and 4th, at 7.30 p.m.

Free Tickets from the Poly Travel Office at
OWEN OWEN LTD.

or at the door, if available

5’ (Coveutry) Ltd.
r( W Earlsllon St.

NEWSAGENT . STATIONER . CONFECTIONER

Mr. and Mrs. Smith and Staff wish all their
customers a Very Happy and Prosperous New
Year.

e e e e e

“JACK’S”
Myr. & Mrs. J. R. BOND

Branch Managers and Staff, Wish
all their Customers Old and New,
||} Good Health, Happiness and Prosperity

3

0, the x( wl\lle ’oodlc of Dolores Hart, the aotress a .
let o f the Holl N |
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Billy Bunter Again
ELLEN POLLOCK has been in-
vited to direct next year's Billy
Bunter Show in London, as a
result of having directed *“Billy
Bunter's Swiss Roll”, which ended
its Christmas run at the Victoria
Palace on Saturday last.




Billy Bunter Goes In
Search of Treasure

\"HILE the adventures of Billy Bunter now reach

more
creator, Fran
list of Bunter books.

already used on TV.

I would recommend any
to read rather than merely
waltch, for though Bunters im-
personator has largelv captured
the spirit of the fat bov. Mr
Richards brings him to l.{e much
more amusingly in nrint

In the new adventure., Bunter
is found. incredioly, studving Latin
with all the wer of his fat
brain. Even elch is surprised
but he does not know that Buntler
has found an ancient Latin parch-
ment which. he hopes. holds the
key to the lost treasure of Greyv-
friars.

How he persuades tle Famous
Five to help him In his guest for
gold, despite the efforts of a dis-
agreeable senior who discovers his
secret, makes a story in the hapov
vein schoolbovs of severa! genera-
tons have come W0 love,

bov
to

oung people through television,
Richards, continues to add to his long
The latest,
Treasure Hunt” (Cassell, 9s.

his

“ Billy Bunter's
6d.) exploits a theme

make LlLively readiung
teenagers

“Farm on the Fjord™ by livue
Byers (Hutchinson, 128 6d + —the
story of a small English bov, con-
valescing from measles, who goes
to stay with his cousin on a Nor-

wegian farm There s enouch
narrative to keep the young reader
interested and the book s full !
facts about life in Norway

for youny

* %
“Romaneo the Peasant” by Hu b
Pitt (Hutchinson, 10s the

tale of an Italian peasant boy and
hu lu.'mlr in a fishing village The

already told as a teievision
mi creates a good atmosphere
and the work involved in produc-
ing the television play is explained
in “behind-the-scenes” chapters ol
the otiry



BBC Bunter

duly returns

A NEW Billy Bunter series
returns to BBC-tv for
the children’s programme on
May 20 for nine weeks.

Gerald Campion will as usual
be Billy Bunter with last series
Mr. Quelch, Jack Melford.

Billy's five school friends will
be played by newcomers to the
series, Julian Yardley, Jeremy
Bullock, Michael  Tennant,
Gregory Warwick, and Hugh
Ward.

Production is by Clive Park-
hurst.




» “ *

r[\o the delight of the young-
in-neart Billy Bunter and
Greviriars School will bring
more lower-fourth gpu Lo
BBC TV from May 20. This
time, most of the escapades
will ha on holiday In

Venice, [ta, Nice. and
Once again the episodes will
be written by Frank Richards,

who is eighty-six.

ALAN MORRIS
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JULIAN SLADE at the PIANO
T dt Briama ® Wil duarus e

i
tome, often witty Leteortan ane we
rast. In “Wildest

oot
vnnldl taim bask on

LEX McLEAN

HAPPY 'GANG
‘“TEENAGERS ON PARADE™
s TALENTED T

NEXT WEEK FOR ONE WEEK ONLY
* HAI PV 50 I.lll;K" Ihlrlnl HI‘?‘HA(L ROXY.

BOOKING OPEN —
B oo O o/e: P8 T8 S, S/ B 4

NEXT WEEK — Nishtly at 7.30, Saturday at 5.00 and 5.00 o.m.
EE, PETER GRAVES IN “KIND 8
r

MONDAY, 25th

IRENE HANDL in

by Arthur Lo
63—0.

srove. Full Company. Ad
7 §/6: ‘

TN

CONTINUOUS
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ARBY AND JOAN

COMPETITION. HEATHER-

ELL DANCE

Dancing 3 pm. to 1130 pm.
ission 3/+. Service Buses.
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DORRRRRREX

It’s outsize doughnuts
for Bunter

1 e s gew series
be scoffing outsize

about three months_of m;
Jear, and aithough 1. playes
in “Toad of Hall'
Ghrisrons.the BBC 15 not

Onmnuim ‘married
children —

is parts.
the pmnnum of

rs are drawn mlnlv
(rom the theatre and Flee
Stre

Cace. between rehearsals of

v jam taris are not ba
W Rl e i
what Bunter w iil think, I don't
I

HEDULED for

 Lhe'm ont Gesimate mod

ocumentary _ ever

ey m Britain. Its subject
is brajnwashin

o It, BBC viewers will see

n
ities and two who withstood
the press

qucac Wr ealed
sequence of  smugg] m
before screened
with
methods_of

Comamunis
obtaining state-

ments sbout germ warfare,
D coaies and s ek
ligence gene
he symptoms and results of
Drainvaaning” Which
found in returned prisoners.
narrator for this CBS
production  will be Walter

st
by

Ered Hole and marked fo

August airing.

Tt among _ twenty-one
locumentaries - and
1 Barry's

The

Th e orseel

i
\in" il be based
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TP lonm s ietio
Tmpossible w pick g&?‘m’:h‘:
imy

iposs| ut all the

feathered v in
Deaaful, and. familiar
of _biackbird

er
greentinch
comior, are ot tmes oo
Dlatelv lost the
trident dlstirbance.
And disturbance It 1s when
{he Jackaaws wake up! Clack-
ings, croaking, chal
the clamour they set up 'his o
be heard to be believed, and
many  human “gleepy head”
more than a trifle

sweet_and clear

Tncldentally, how many peopls

know that it is only lh! m.xa

bird that says “Cuckoo!

female makes a sirange.

very like that
Trom & Mafrow neck

It Sou are lucks, you may
n near future see &
vouthful cickoo in
moorian

n
e o8 e aad che il
Brovanle pu himselt ont. hiss
bnwh:“wmnze Sape. He ook
VodB.W.

Teaching puppies
house manners

M,

spaniel puppy was ’
in his habits when I

s BTt [ PETS

CORNER

sk reader, “but in the
1"0? night he hu

Bhe suggesis scndiog B pasket, for short periody by
A

dond, ikl ¢ habituation (it ened'when confined 10 1
i nat A E A .
n the_ middie of 'the Jeave him s at

nlll\l lu ﬂll him what to do. e
Biest ot all, ‘make sure  Abwpy
ey "'m geason lor {hat the whole house is &
hh ﬂeuncl *hold mun! a it ets Are

——_—- he.
lair.
of seven months
By Con Gordon 2 i ot sen ponihs
e /! u -u night wnhmu distress.
i L ‘Comforiable
change of det or bab

ghange of dit 5

mnmn T8 ervous extiie:

i mlv be sdvisable to taxe

s b o
%Ak of at leas e eo tha
hour, is

THE PAINT, GLASS AND
WALLPAPER PEOPLE SINCE 1820

Painting the

2-4 hour LACQUER for brilliant gloss
OrJEGGSHELL LUSTRE for satin finish
Both steam resistant and washable

4 Ask your stockist—tell him you nesd

VALSPAR

The easiest, simplest and quickest way to paint

EVERYTHING for the HOME DECORATOR
PRACTICAL ADVICE GIVEN

d mer
off |)€ M not ) t five lh( 5 (H‘I!m‘!ﬂ;\'blh ﬂD »
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Taons, Fasten him s e nbh[z h\m o da
luld hhtth will ll'l ||Il|l “E the rl hl thing
mfort but won't let b weel l
hlm l!l D lhmlld MLIh“Sh Ih! ﬂ'h‘
it_him ﬂ!ll of all in the ideas

George Donald & §
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ng ‘Stars. 1130 Radio
Bible Ciass.
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Befors making this important decision,
GALLOWAY’S invite ycu to inspect the
school, and satisfy yourself what their 18
YEARS experience has taught them, in
enakling you to hecome a hairdresser in
INTHS.
TEAHING EXPERIENCE MEANS SOMETHING |
Waite. Call or Phone for Llustrated Brochure
GALLOWAY'S School of Hairdressing Ltd
108 ARGYLE STREET, GLASGOW, CL.
Next Argyil Arcade)
NO EVENING CLAS

Teleonens CEN 1308

15 Mignight on Lusembours
1530 Ciost ‘Do

Another
of

o
wante "Las Sient Bec

vided them all. v it
Siocaienn” lucked, tta ueunt

faged.
A subsiitic for “Klonaike
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.8 ned an

unusual m ith good scting,
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 Thelr goon-type Humour
e intracton o 1

Materials
Courtelle
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qhuunn admirabiy,
hat, there s hope yet
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Aberdeen’s Foremost Fashion Shop

Wonderful Offer

the Famous

HEBE SUITS

wide range of

LOVELY SUMMER COLOURS

are Crashlaine, Worsted and
plain colours. Also many

attractively-checked tweeds

skirts—a few have blouse to match
ALSO

DRESSES with JACKET

IN CRASHLAINE — IDEAL FOR SUMMER

Colours are Aqua, Notural, Caramel, Lavender, Ash, Mint or Navy
Sizes 36Gin. to 42in. Hips

GNS.
ol Prices 9-13} Gns.

Every Thun‘lv

until 8 p.m.
WHERN DJALITY. COUNTS"

ind _he  recsl
Tourtean calls.

S
2
city boundal

turther
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P mall-ads.
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PHONE 22331 NOW 1
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| @ iy Bunier at Butiing
(Cassell: 9/6). By Frank
Richards. There’s no end 1o
this aged author’s ingenuity
in discovering new situations
l'orhuhmuut boy. The
uue mdnm the Iatest
thwﬂ ho lnmn thenmd
w

make
quite a story mmm
| vein, of course




And Bunter

FIYHERE |Is nothing educational

about t.hr:'fm;' Bunu;lr st;mu
—except, ps, for the frag-
ments of E:tln that the cheerful
chaps of the Remove at Greyfriars
are always having to construe
under the watchful eye of Mr.

(Cassell, 9s. 6d.) the boy and
hh: - Five are a free
Skezness um&.
3;:“!: o st e he
some strange manner
oA R ot ]
a
and the monogram “ W.B."
To the 1 this means William

Bunter. He does not realise it
could also mean Willlam Butlin,
and he has a great deal of adven-
ture before the truth dawns.



Bunter for Christmas
ITY Stage Productions Ltd, are
presenting a new Billy Bunter
Christmas production, at the Vic-
[lona Palace, *“Billy Bunter Ship-
wrecked”, for matinées only, from
December 23 for a limited scason.
The author again this year is Maur-
ice McLoughlin, who has a fringe
roduction at this year’s Edinburgh
estival, called “A Letter From The
General”. Press Representative:
John Bretton,
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BILLY BUNTER

‘TER BRIDGMONT, son of tne
B.B.C. producer. Leslic Bridg-
mont, js to play Billy Bunter in
“Billy Bunter Shipwrecked™, which
City Stage Production Lid, are pre-
senting gr a matinées-only season
at the Victoria Palace, opening on
December 23, Press Representative ;
John Bretton.
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COTTAGE STARDOM? I'S

DONKEY-WORK

KEEPS |TS \QHDH business may seem
| " glamorous, bui Neddy
the donkey |s already find-

ing it just downright den-

SECRET key-wark Neddy, owned
by Mr. Walter Locken. of

|r[-. HE mystery of the Twylord, near Reading,

won an audition yesterday

Eeletonn [ound under the
lo appear in the London

i i A fOreman s cottage
|
| tayed a4 mystery alter the

pantomime “ Billy Bunter
Shipwrecked ™




R AN K RICHARDS,
author of the Grey-
{riars Bchool stories, whose
real name was Charles
Hamilton, died at his home
at Kingsgate, near Broad-
stairs, Kent, on Christmas
Eve. He was elghty-six.
He finished his last book and
tad it to the ?uhluhrrl A
lh peginning of November.
then, he had not been weil

Ba prolific was the creator o
the mmorial Billy Bunter that

many people  Lhought his
peeudonym, Prank iehards,
concealed & team of writers,
The Bunter stories. which [or
more than hall s cenlury de-
lighted menerations of real
™ bays. were. however, all
the work of one man

Hamilion. in (ect. used over
fweniy -names. neluding
Mariin Clifford. Owen Conguest.
and Raiph Redwav.

HIS CHILDREM

His prolific output began when
he wrote stories im the now
defunct “Maznet™ and (s con-
temporary, “Clem.” hetween-the
wars comics that took the Grer-
friars adveniures tnio millions
af schoals and homes

To Hamilton —a bachelor—

nier and the olher Grer.

ars hovs became his children

“They are more Teal tn me
than real pﬂ'iphl Hamilton
would say , . . 1 work for hours

day recording their adven-

T
A BBC spokesman aald there
were no immediate plans for a
N R was Topeg there
f i was L
would be another in the (utune

| Billy Bunter

F.r'li:lhﬂn.l.h'llﬁ‘ craalion ol
an irayed
Carald h:;lln. - |

JEALOT

HIT HI
IN A

NRAGED by something
told him a jealous Aber
face and hit her repeatedly
Smith was told at Aberdeen

Bume;t:
- death in
her bed

". RA MARGARET NEILBON
. :1l|__ll:_b!llntuu. Olasgow,

I P R A R
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Death of Frank Richards théI

Bunter

Creator of Billy

Prank Richards, suthor of
the Creviriars Schoul stories,
whose real name was Charles
Hamiton, died st his home al

Kingsgate, mnear Broadsiairs,
Kenl on Christmas Eve. He
was B

He finished his last book and
poated it 1o the ishers &t
e inning Niiwem e
Bince then he had not been
well

Bo prolific was the creator of
the immaortal Billy Bunter, Uhe
Owl of the Remove thap many
people thought his psrudonym,
Frank Richards, concraled &
team of writers

Tiw Bunier stories, Wwhich
for more than hall & eentury
delighted generalions of sehool-

however, all the

Ei 7

HH

cEiistiidd
is

i
-
h
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Frank Kichards

From 1907 to 1940, when the
paper intervened.
s oYy Were on
the adventures of Tom
Harry Wharton
Auvgusius T¥Arcy, and ihe in-
vincibie impudence of the
immortal Bunter of the oulsise

Hamillon was  scholary,
widely travelled. & Unguist.
and would Ur e Dunté,
Cervanis angd Ooelhe, o COM-
prer crosaword puzzies in Latin
for his own amussmenl

It was in his s !
mﬂmmlmm
told the real truth about Bunier
—ihat hes Wi not, & mMmany
claimed, a0 inven
Hs exienslve
the suthor sald, came from an
pditoral genileman of Lhe nine-
s his big aspeciacles Wwere

{hai peraon  wal  EFNETRITY
Anxiois o borrow & pound or
fwn”

A Biaft Reporter of The
Birmingham [Post  wriles 1
counit among my  happlest

saperienoes  having a with
Prank Richards st his home st
Kingsgale-on Sea 0 Lhe sUmimer
of 1668, Tt was not like any
olher Interview: it Lended o
gt out of hand In e
Lesl wWay

One of the relsxations of his
old age was jurming (amilisr
old songs iolo Latin, and 1
remember Uhal we w&ng logether
his translation of Walizing
Matida and, of all things
Won't You Comsé Home Bl
Bailey P

Old readers of Magnet will
recall thai PFrank Richards
usually introduced & few words
of Latin into his stories o1
remember Mr. Quelch’s wrath
when Rilly Bunter rendered
arma pirumgue sano as "~ The
armed man and his )

In hisold age. Prank Richards
was able to live in modest style
on the sctivilies of his most
fmmous charactien The
fabulous Fai Boy continuesd Lo
the last o be & best-seller

In London last week 1 was
that  Hully

each Chriptmas, one of his
Bunter books would appear in
the bookshops.

The war pul Magnet and

others of Richards’s magacines
market, but hia old

REFER
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EDITORIAL

A bright
beginning

NTERNATIONAL news does not
I usually fit in very well with the spirit

of Christmas. But this year we have
had one cheering item to celebrate—
the Kennedy - Macmillan decision to
take the initiative for a negotiated
settlement on Berlin.

At least there is hope that the two
sides may now talk instead of just glar-
ing at each other over the Berlin wall.

That was the bright side of the
Bermuda meeting. There was also the
depressing agreement to make prepara-
tions for resuming atmospheric nuclear
tests. If the tests are held, the British
colony of Christmas Island will probably

The Bart

IONEL BART

woke up to the

morning noises
of his Kensington
mews.

These consisted of a
man with a bedraggled
Peter Sellers moustache
playing *“Mary's Boy
Child” on a silver cor-
net, a bereted Breton on
a bicycle shouting
“Onions! ” and an old
gentleman who owns a
harp shop around the
corner compiaining
about a locked car
parked in front of his
garage.

There was a supplemen-

way
to

‘PEOPLE THINK A NOTE AHEAD EVERY TIME THEY HEAR A TUNE'

£50,000 a year

— ISR
Listen,
you
jokers..

PE recorders have

glven a new and ter-

rifying weapon to the
practical joker, who hides
one at a party and then
plays back secretly - re-
corded conversations.

produced for such a play-
back. I will smash
T i aniits

MPs' EXPENSES
I OIVE warm support to
the campaign of Mr. Roy
. MP. for the better

that many of our colleagus
find it difficult to make ends

be used. The name reads like a tary noise as well; a faint meet, and are unable even to

cynical joke, :‘:ﬁ" e Mr. Bart's ;:kommex; meals in the
embers’ room.

s ” dad! "mh- Lo 8 Jeir of dark slacks and the and sing ke Ethel Merman, mgu‘hfm:ﬂi‘ﬂmlﬂ
sppearing e stair- always wears w! iting for ork—1

upreme effort hosd o1 m, tragile after  be's working. by LESLIE MALLORY e i o1 went to much heavier than 1t was 30

last night. He looked out of the win- chat Tessie O'She . jears ago—without & secre-

T 1s something, perhaps, that Mr. dow, bed somds ther day and she sudiioned cpenditus *postage,

Kennedy has refralned from this kind " outaide, decided against pro- A~ me. I couldnt get & word in ;ma:‘e‘:‘l Oﬂ DﬂlllO.

of test for 5o long after the Russians held TAILOR'S SON Guuting them nto Yot SNOUDEE  who had tickets for Mr. Barts  record, *Give Us A Kiss For  or These mdispensable.facll

their mammoth performance and were 8o

show, “ Oltver! ™

himself.

Christmas,” was being cooed
by thousands over the week-
en

1s war an lpprunrllk blcl-
l’Yuund for & musical Well,

ties should be Ium\ahad by

rightly denounced by the West. He should Noel Coward, it seemed, ‘This situation has not altered e ol - Y o the nation, for wl

continue to delay. mad bom W to IR0 Blating"s dipidy of Torgn  ySh,u0ce  opeaed . he end P o i i e Tl o e e
Attempts to get agreement with the “Blitz! * The s ey hgrmnu':mu ..I,n tell you why it caught  liar. They're thinking a note Th‘uuuh rﬂylll:li pocu:lln l;n PHILIE NOEL-saxER.

Boviet on a test ban may seem hopeless. and talked and the glasses photograph od * ,m,,, ,‘,,_ “ said this young man, the  ahead every time they hear s ﬁu’n’m'rﬁxfx?'my“‘ c‘x:”;

But if America sets off its test explosions chimed. -m?mru Bygraves,” and mt successful Britsh song  tune. s word ahead when they  qoc or read ‘nm“'ﬂ iy EXAM TIME

Russia will certalnly follow. And so on and
50 on.

The West ought to make another
supreme effort to break the viclous circle
and get agreement on 4 ban.

Coward's 30-year-old host,

put on a cashmere pullover,

other whether they knew any-
one who might know sayone

Cowi
“And 163 the same explanation
to all those cracks that I'm &
derivative composer.
Says Bart, whose new pop

listen to a lyric.

* All T do is to let them feel
both are familiar, recognised,
like—then give them a little
surprise by changing &
phrase.”

This simple formula has
hoisted Bart to an income of
something like £50,000 s year,
set London's caglest im-

He composes everything by
lahlahing into his Japanese
microphone.

“1 have a blind spot about
anything mathematical,” he
explained. I hate measuring
musie.”

As scon as "Blitz!" Is
mounted. he wants to get on
folk

(QNE change that should
made In the school

year (The Herald Explains,

Thursday) is an ulwrluon

of the 11-plus

make them less of a test o(

mere physical fitness and

° °
has /
ope with what he calls " now, in early spring w)
Sacrifice .Bun te’ S yve l lS WIII T o R Sts md ikales %, %5
future shows and bas made Do you kn iy gneTa veanson.
his bachelorhood a subject for Liverpoo Stalierd-read, Wallir

HE annual Christmas sacrifice on the

thought of Lhe best telev:

roads has been repeated—and on an every show-business name  playwright in_the cnunv,ry. SMALLER COINS
even larger scale than last year. We can linked Wi sosgorie OF oflies. T ANBOm, ' Taek, F we get a new decimal
be sure that, despite all the pleas and M Ty erired "*‘ﬂ I coinege T hope that the
exhortations and warnings, the drinking gl oo o] BUSINESSLIKE size of the penny will

driver must agaln carry a heavy share of
the blame.

by ALAN DICK

Paived: and the haifpenny 18
made the size of the old far-

Bart was up like a ﬂnh thing. The weight of small
The Government can make the penalties fingers, * 8. i
heavier and that is worth dolng. But there ILLY BUNTER 1s dead. Long live Billy :Xl:nppnn me biowerr he toid | Chanse s mow ridiculows
can be no great improvement until there Bunter. He probably will. Because Flasmers-read. Tottenham. Londes.
1s a change of public attitude. although Bunter's creator, Frank o i b prvakiitad M“ﬂ’ “4“0- dad. ‘Listen, JAY-WALKERS

8o long as the man who drinks too much
and then drives is seen as gullty of no more
than mild irresponsibility, harsher laws
will make jurles even less willing to con-
vict than now.

The drinker at the wheel will not be
curbed until he is condemned by everyone
as a type of criminal who puts his own in-
dulgence before the lives of men, women
and children.

50
THE P K

530, 830 subs 8 Tu.
Sinden
‘whodunit.

|morAL count. sio 11 Eves 130
Mat.
Miins,

Friscn

ST. MARTIN'S. Tem 1443. -ruy & Bat
GUILTY PARTY. Exciting

Richards,

tions of boys (and girls, too) will continue
to read about
Remove.

His pince-nez and draughtboard trousers . .
the postal order that mever arrived . . his
obsession with * tuck ' .

ls, with their Removes and Shells, are

misty memories.

His exclamations of Ouch/
.. Yaroo! . . Leggo! will out-
iive the beat phrases of today.

dled on Christmas Eve,
the, Fat Owl of the

will survive long after

Frank Richards (above) did not
need a magnifying glass to

by Donald Albery on May 8.
which is the anni of
V-E . * Showmanship,”
said Bart simply.
“IU1l cost £60,000, which is
rare Ior a British musi-
ere are 27 songs—
they're all up there.”

ON TAPE

He nomud at tmpeﬂureo

TV Bunter d .: ,,-,, = farior thaa iMe. :mn 0 lnn nn change
gave a_secon ' mu

childh Now, although gl - i {rom £400.

Richards is dead, other *“Sean Kenny worked with

lar beastly rotter.

of mp!m and its jingoistic
luppﬂ

mn of culture and con-
siderable education, Richards
was no mean linguist. His
doodles were crosswords in
Latin.

me again on the scenery. He
has a rough set-up above the
Establishment club, and we're
foing there tomorrow to check

" ere going to use amau

70 YEARS that have never been used

He even gave friends short the theatre here (OIH]m

DK Richards Al name e always wrote the Bunter  {Eaiin e e e by
stories for 70 years. His first,  shemardec ¢ P8me Of " wos Bunter just s figment  for the next scene.”

written in 1891, earned him
five guineas.

But the innovation of Grey-
friars School brought him an
income that between the wars
touch . & year—then
big money for a writer.

1t was the era of those boys'
magazines Magnet and Gem.

Vet the most popular of all
these fictionsl ters
from Prank Richards' pen

pot-

Billy Bunter,
belled, Iying, spying ol

Parental pride? Perhaps.
¥or though he Dever marrieq,
larger family ‘ot boys than
‘most.

At the end, Frank Richards

old man with & Npﬂlll of

And still writing.
mmzmmtmmhh
only last mon

But while Greyfriars m

of the imagination? *No,”
sald the man who created
him. “He i{s a composite of
several people I have known.”

Yet there will never be any
one character quite like him.

The show, he says. is about
lnlolmnce and the effect

of the 1 air raids on East
End Jevll and Cockneys.

“If you know anyone who
can phy & fat Cockney mum

QI.'I:Y‘H Reg "mo’ﬂ"‘ G2 o h. big dressing gown, °
In them. we read abont Orey. pped by » black skull cap
o the werle " win T G 08 | 1,0 S and tating o nto & pair of -Plg or
Hl carpet slippers—a

THE SYMBOLIC PIG, by
F. C. Sillar and R. M. Meyler,
Oliver & Boyd, 63s.

E are all brought up
with mixed feelings

Bunier was always In red up an imag]
wouble: I ot &t schock, 68 Thar seime) LaSiuAy, warld about plgs. The nur-
the mmu of Richards' con- me bu:k ln e years  Berypropaganda isall pro-
between the wars, plg. “This little piggy,”
It was -u that all the  himsel! was not Ihnuy,lm- they say, as they tweak our
* Yaroos * = Leggos " were mersed in its grey decaden infant toes.

« almost & comic nimnan

‘They give us & piggy bank,

T've got an idea. It's a gas.
When can we meet? To-
morrow’

In three minutes a unm.lu
thought  brewed int
coherent plan. That u e
|n Mr Bart does business.

n his present showing
it would appear that theatre
queues from here to Broad-

vay, Stockholm nnd Tokyo
will be doing business with
Mr. Bart for a long time yet.

[EN are we gol
VWS Some prosscatioss
of carcless walkers? Thay
are overdue pedes-
trians imperil motorists just
s much as we imperil them.

MUGH 4. WESTPIELD,

New Morth-read. Iiferd, Hwssx.
@ Letters te the Em«
should
“ Letters,” Daily Herald, b-ll.
Endellstreet, Londen, W.

Fast SAFE relief

1 il ACID INDIGESTION

Any time . . . any place . . « the burning pain of acid

“1 say, fetiows—~ o

wm 7 w;' ! Whaok! indigestion can catch you out. ..

“Oh, my hat!* But you can get fast relief—/be safe way—by just chewin

oON Myl - Y ga

AR B i Ty oe shown by Chesterton | - ¢ b1e of Milk of Magnesia” Tablets. They shifedistressing fatu-
Leave off!* The actual lines of & pig lence at once. Heartburn is soothed away just i

‘That first line was Bunter's (I mean a really fat pig) are will stop a sick h ad‘"}? p ’OOL A dy l‘“ “l‘”;.l ng
conversational gambit, _in among the loveliest and mos P cacache quicket. Acdity simply s‘Pi’ﬂf‘
more ways than one. For luxurious in nature; the pig Pleasant to taste, to carry—‘Milk of Magnesi:

those four words first intro-

uuced him in 1908 in a story
Making of Hi

Wha = e

’I\-mt; nve thousand words

8 week followed In fact,

Richards

has the same great curves,
soft and yet hea
;Teln rushing water or woolly
clou

And here, at last, 1s the

Tablets bring you sure and safe relief in a matter of momeats
« .+« Never be without them for ‘on the spot” relief.

Just chew two

‘MILKo- MAGNESIA

used of using a team of
writers.
i PRI | e . v §
wro! ] n married man— (] brandt, Rubens, L Ts
i L TR L Bl sori (e wrwie” sboch u: of te st the offce afar Christmas 1" D
ne m[ Oy Daly Eapresk. S0 Temuar CHARLES HUSSEY

7 1n Osborne’s Luther,
fae Lutber could be imagived,

his
8t. Jim's as Martin Clifford)

@Mk of Magnesia® s the thade mark of PhiNE prepera ‘magnesia.
of. of. tion of




MAN WHO CREATED
BILLY BUNTER..

(HARLES HAMILTON, creator of Billy Bunter, “ the

fat and fatwous owl of Oreyfriars School® has
died aged 84. He had been (] since November—when
his last book reached Lhe publishers

GREYFRIARS
LIVES ON

Bty Bunter Shipwreckod
Victaria Palace
Gu‘rrmm is the srch-

temple of the Britlsh
publle school myth, evile
Leslie Mallory.
Aler B years 0 sl reals

Nirmibeesd WELlle a@Ea o1 & palr aff
Arahs faanister and an " agent
from an (N CUrlEIn COURLTY ~
il T

prpuilar faroe,

10 YOUTH

- e W W= -

seives By indilereace, or by re
vulslon ageinet whalt Lhey
regard b an oub-of dale order
of thingL
=The worid deaperalaly oeeds
their wigour, UWhelr delermins
tien and Lhelr serviee @ Uheir
fiow-men  The opporiuniiies
are Lhere, and Lhe rewaid B Lhe
satiafaction of truly wnselfiah
e~
Trw Qaren apoke of Het Tia.ls
s many counirims during Lhe
r-.r Iln &ll she waa shown &
e

.u:“i Bimdasss and

Mr Hamiion ussd over 3 pen
Rames, butl he wii besl ENOWR
a8 Frank Michards, his peeudo
aym for the Billy Bunter slonss

Comirs ke Marvel, Pluck,
Unban Jack Bags' Friesd snd
Mognrt made Hamillon's char-
acters howswhold namens jor
srveral pererations of children

Bt the frsl publisher W be
affered & Nily Punter book
turned It down. The publisher
later wenl oul of Business

Millons mare people became
Punier lana when Oreyirian
LB .:T on TV, The last
series, with Oerald Oampion n
L pitle rile, snded Last July,

Hamaulion s bachelsr, lived st
Kingwgate, nesr Brosdsaie,
Ma dissd Lhorw (0 his sbeep

Kornt

-I.u lml:.l ald bul
" in

ha n.ﬂ"m e

Earden—a small sprignily Agure
inoa bk sEulloap. & oo
durny  rousers were [ aslened
wilh cvele clps Wb © esclude Lhe
drnught ~

Ny Mlichasi Anthony, «ho s

WLy Bunier Bhip-

wreched ' sl the Viclors Palace,
said lasl night| = He was & won-
derfu!l ald gentieman. We Lried
o gl hun up Lo see the Bunier
shown Dul he ssid he didn | Tesl
alibe Lo gel farther than his gar-
den gale

Hamiton stayed al home and
carreml win wiiilng his sehool
ol ira

“ My rharmriers are more real
L e Uhan real people = he ones
sald =] work lor hows sve
day recunding Uheir sdveniures

Banier'y yells will go o8 —
Page L



PETER PAN: In the pro-
duction of Barrie's play at
the Scala, Captain Hook
(John Gregson) is foiled
in his attempt to attack
Peter Pan (Anne Heywood)

BILLY BUNTER SHIP-
WRECKED : A typical
fate for Billy Bunter
(Peter Bridgmont). He is
bumped by his friends
in a scene from the
Christmas production to
be seen, matinees only, at
the Victoria Palace Theatre
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BILLY BUNTER
SHIPWRECKED®

LTHOUGH the title *“Bully

Bunter Shipwrecked™ has little
lo do with the content of this
brand-new adventure of the “fat
robber”™ which opened at the Vie-
toria Palace on December 23, this
is neither the time of year nor the
type of play to which such quibbles
need apply, The only important
words in the title are the enticing
first two, and new or old Greyfriars
pupils who are lured in by them
will not be disappointed.

The plot, which is so involved
that the adult eye can scarcely
follow its ramifications, 1s a par-
ticularly good one, being according
to formula only more so. The Grey-
friars boys are cheerful if not intel-
lectual heroes, arabs are suspect,
Mr., Quelch is a figure of fun,
sliding doors abound and guantities
of food are purloined, and presum-
ably consumed, by Bunter, who, in
the Frnc:ss of purloining it, learns
the foul plots of the enemies and
finally vanquishes them at the ex-
pease of a whole custard pic, tradi-
tionally applicd. A heroic deed by
a starving chap who hasn't ecaten
for twenty whole minutes, and he
is rightly carried shoulder-high for
i

'cher Bridgmont, the new Bun-
ter, is a good actor who does the

Continved at foot of next column

Ml Et SIS s apBddadae s+ alPWELNIS § RS

Pages Wendy McClure
Delia Corrie

The Fairy Queen .. Margaret Ashion
Harebel' ....... ess Wendy Barker
Honeydew .......x.. Mary Coulson
FORRIOVE ... vceciocs Anne Asprey
Eslantioe ... ........ Robin Haig

The Harlequinade

Harlequin ........ Barrie Wilkinson
Columbine .......... Robin  Haig
Her Confidantes Anne Asprey
Wendy Barker

Mary Coulson

PAnIaloON Lev.veees. JONy Sympson
ck—'“ (B R NN Inhn Rﬂ”lﬂd
ol sdiwinns essses- Bill Duthie

Directed by Don Gemmell
MAAUAVAA LAV LAWYV

part the honour ol takmg it seri-
ously and applying as much thought
and ability 10 1t as though it were
a clown of Shakespeare's. The
result is splendid, and makes Bun-
ter as funny, and as wholly credible,
as he was n our schooldays.

Glyn Dearman, Rowland Davies,
David Grifin, Brian Tipping and
Louis Aqulina race around effec-
tively as the Famous Five School-
boys, Robert Lankesheer is good as
always as Mr, Quelch, and various
lines in comically suspect behaviour
are depicted by Michae!l Anthony,
Geollrey Rose, Paddy Ward and
Odina Kavoy.

Owen Holden's direction, swift,
apt and competent, brings back the
old school atmosphere to perfection
and John Barry's scltings are satis-
factory. L.G.S.
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Bunter Carries On

LTHOUGH Frank Richards,

the creator of Billy Bunier, is
dead, his character will live on.
City Stage Productions Lid. bhave
the stage rights, and intend to carvy
on with Chnstmas productions.
They are responsible for the
matinée season of “Billy Bunter
Shipwrecked”, at the Viclona
Palace. This was adapted by
Maurice McLoughlin.



REMEMBER

“THE

I“"’ITI—I the death st
Christimas Eve ol Frank
Richards there also died
some of the most [amous
schoolbays in the world, the
most notable of them, without
doubt, the fat and [atuous
Billy Bunter

By wavy ol A "“In
Memoriant™ comes n pes=lssue
of the puthor's autobingraphy
iCharles Bkilton: 28/-), pub-
lished originally ten  Years
R,

Frank Richards’ nitput aof
schoolboy stories was phenn.
menal, It was estimated at
gn_onn. 000 words, the
equivalent of 1000 average
length novels

Weeklies

For vears on end he wrote
the 1ao schonl weekliss, “The
Magnet” and "“The Gep." both
of wheh were t:]mﬁ'b_\r 1I|:LH
paper shortage soon After the
start or World War IL

He used nNumerous peet-
donyms, hes outpul apparently
inexhaustable.

For seven vears Billy Bunter
disappeared. Was he [orgot-
ten® Far from L. The War

béhind, paper Mesirclions

0

Gerald Gamplon played BIiI
Sunter I the resent TV soriel

GEM’?

BOOK OF THE
WEEK

s Frank Richards
broug it Greylriars Schoul and
its characiers to lile again,
and irom his pen came & pro-
e How ol storles n book
lorm, introdeced in 1947 by
“Bully Bunter of Greyiriara
School

They were an Immediate
siccess and the author, who
had been deprived of an
income almost overnight when

the war started, prospered
again.
The war years had bDeen

tough for him. Although for
forty years previously he had
enjoved a comiorabie mmoome,
he hnd never given a thought
to the [uture. He spent as he
earmeil

Although In s stories he
deplored gambling In any
form and made ¢ clear that
bEILINE wAs R MUR'S ERME,
Frank Richards did not
practise what he preached.

He took o philesophic view |
of life. He wrote for the
jove of It and lor years sent
his “copy” back to London
from whatever part of the
Continent he bhad taken up
residence, He drew readily
o his travelling experiences
for the themes uf his stories
and the character About
whom they revolved

Young folk he admired and
belriended, Many of them
were regular visitors to his
home in Kent.

Frank Richards, the classi
cal acholar, was asked By n
[riend, looking at “The
Magnet™:

“Don‘t vou ever think of
do'ne wsamething better than
this?"

Camg the rE‘F:I'_r: “You see,
thers 1sn't anything better.”

J. 8. 0.




Creator of Billy Bunter
Leaves £11 317

Frank Richards. creator
Billy Bunter—who died Iast
December, aged 86—leftl £11.462
(£11.317 net). on which duty
of £683 was paid. Mr Richards
(Charles Harold St John
Hamilton), of Rose Lawn, Percy
Avenue, Kingsgale. Broadstairs,
left his premium savings bonds
and the use of his house for
Iife to his housekeeper., Edith
E. Hood stating: “1 desire to
place on record my gratitude to
housekeeper. whos unfall-
ing care has preserved my life
up to the present time ™

He left his book rovalties to
his sister. Mrs. Una J O. Harmri-
son. of Park Drive. London.
NW. and. subject to begquests
to his nlece. Mrs. Una M. B H
Simpson-Wright, of Richmond
Road. Sutton Coldfield. the re.
mainder of his property to his
sister

Other wills' —
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Stars galore
booked for
~ H.M. Theatre

HE new winter programme at His Majesty's
Theatre will give Aberdeen theatregoers every-
thing {rom opera with the Sadler’s Wells company to
variety with the Fol de Ro's and a new idea for the
Christmas Show with TV star Gerald Campion playing
Billy Bunter in the afternoons for the children, and

Chirlie in “Charley’s Aunt” for the family in the even-
iIngs.

A thriller by Derek Bond, the,” The Bpider's Webh.™ with hns
IV and Mim star, "Akin t0o band and wifle team Cloaly
Death,” startz the prozramme Courtni and Jack Mulbart
next  Monday  weith  Griflth playing the leads
Jones and Noells Middleton n|  Afer he Aberdern Lyric
the leading roles. The play Wil Company'sa musical ~ Night ‘n
be directied by the authr | Venice™ on November 10, thoas

Thrwughout the season there 0ld Variety favourites “ The Fol
will be the ndd wesk of fllms byt e R0lE™ take over the theatre
m October 1 the Moral Re- for three weeks with star billing
armament compant return o 1o Denny Willis, =on of Dave
the city from the Westminster| More varisty ({ollows with
Thea're. London with - Musie Andy Stenart on December 17
at Aldnight.,” by Peter Howard Then an Christmas Eve = Billy

Norah Swinburn and Norman Bunters Aaisters  Chrismas *

Weoland s=tar n ths drama of 1 pllow - stuffed CGerald
Irrm Curtain problems .Campilon, star's itx matinee run
New groand oM be btoken for] In the evenings "Charles’s
snera Invers ahen The Bafer's ! Aunt™ w1l take the siage
L5 Y 1 "T"'T‘ i WAy N on
Wty R They wil]l b giving
¥R —— T LI e af .1...{‘;!-‘..--
ndd Bullivan Tolapthe.™ This
e me rank o 1| LOVE leaps
ri=inal the i Carte oop
reht vy peeslnetions havin

ymaed Hst vewt " over that



‘MAJESTY S-THEATRE:

MONDAY 1o FRIDAY at 7.30; SATURDAY 50 and 8.0 p.m.
The Great London and New York Success
PERSOMNAL APPEARAMCE OF

MICHAEL DONALD
FLANDERS SWANN
““AT THE DROP OF A HAT"

Prices - Privata Boses 10/- » 1 10/« DB 0s i
ROX DFF“:;I u’p!ul:,. tn E:ll 6. Ral 0is: as

28
— PHOME 28080,
Werek Comm Moanday T0i1h Oei lpﬂ.ul Futuu Prﬂlrlmm-
One Perfocmancs Mighily at 7 em ;: Matinee Baturday st 2 pm —
DEN ROSENKAVALIER " by Meuhard Strauss (in :-I-url
Advance Booking Now Open for the 1% I:tuu Oniy, 5 -

NAS" N AEAT RARANGED TS AEEOMMTOATe ‘n':un'&..

Weekh Comm. Manday, Sth Now.- Huhnr al T.J0. Saturday 5 and

. ICELY COURTNEIDGE. JICI IHJLIII no %!Tlﬂu

HAH and Full Company in tha Ceme TH ar * IDER S

wER" -! lnl'rlu :Hlllﬂl 1T ] uc Ak PO
: UE i B 3 6 Bal. 7 6 Iﬁﬂl HNOW

GRAND CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR ATTRACTION
AFTERNOONS ONLY (2.30 p.m.)

Camm Manday, Mih Dee. Far Twa Weehs—wmwith ne parforms

ances drd and 4th Jan .P'lﬂll.ﬂ CAMPION (TVs own Bully
Bunter) i “ BILLY BUNTER'S MYSTERIOUS CHRISTMAS.

EVENINGS ONLY (7.30 p.m.)

Camm Tuesdar 7510 Dee Far T'I- Waeeks CERALD ﬂl-'lﬂﬂ
im the Milarmus Cemedy CHARLEY'S AUN
Prices lor Balh Shaws
Adulits DC. PR 08 8 & PS.7 6 UE. 5 6. 00 16 Bal.20
Children - B.E. 7.6, 08 & &, PR 65 8 UE. 4«1 B8 3 -; Bal. 2/
ROOKING OPENS FOR ROTH SHOWS ON ——

Monday Firall - 2uu Circle. Oreheitra Btalls
Tussday (30th O0at) arferre Btalle. Upnper Cirele

Wednesday (313t Oct.) . Back Stalls and Balceny




FOUND

Master RUXTON HAYWARD 7

The Only Bearded Schoolboy Comic in the World, alias:

“Little Willy"” Hayward, Brother Cedric, Cousin Ruxton

(ABC), Father Xmas, Professor Hirsute and Bearded = .
Billy Bunter of TV (BBC and other), Radio (BBC and _ '}
other), Films, Press (Local and International), Stage, |

C.P., Cabaret, Clubs, etc., fame.

Further details:—

MASTER RUXTON, 24, ROWAN ROAD, W.6.

'Phone: RIY 7410

L

Ay -



|CHILDREN’S BOOKSHELF

Billy Bunter as King
of the Cannibals

TH! prolific output of Frank Richards during his life
becomes more incredible as, with mh new title,
one sees how many manuscripts he left at his death.
The latest to be published is “ Big Chief Bunter”

Pive of his form o w a terhorn James Ramsey
New Ullman's classic story * Banner
w mw II: thll;!' (48. 6d.). -
ted n:":sn"%"' oy onll por the Very Young
A neat culpable younger m Ines
on 'hin:uml‘;ehnm g: customary h:"'ﬂm" Hlm
Eaiies Dak ohee charming animal story with



AT » L r
In "Billy
AVID NIXON is to join “Billy
Bunter Meets Magic”, which
City Stage Productions are 1o pre-
sent at the Shaftesbury, for matinées
only, from Dezember 23, He will
appear throughout the show, The
opening performance has been sold
out for a performance in aid of
the Save The Children Fund. Press
Representative: John Bretion.




‘BILLY BUNTER

OM DE VILLE plays Bunter
in lan Curteis’s production

of “Billy Bunter's Swiss Roll”
at the Flora Robson Playhouse.
Newcastle, for a two-week
season of matinées this Christ-
mas, the second play in which
Mr. de Ville, a former concert
and cabaret artist, has appeared
and played a leading part. Also
in the cast are Roderick Horn.
Roy Herrick, Carl Oatley,
Christopher Gilmore, Alan
Corsen, lan Cunningham, Chris-
opher Greatorex, Charles
Mylne and Arthur Kenyon. The
Vdécor is by lain Kidd.
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THE SHAFTESBURY

"BILLY BUNTER
IT would sem 1o be & wonder-
ful bdea 1w  incorporale &
spular  magician  like  David
inon ot the Bunter story, but
in “Rilly Bumer Mocts Magic™,
at ithe Shalesbury, it has led 1o
a peneral under-usage of the
avalable Tacilitics
By no means all the posubilites
al Mr, Nivon's taleni have been -

MEETS MAGIC

wvustant, and Henry Mowon raees
many 8 laugh as &n  eothasiasic
comsiguand.

Bobin  Siewart, Peier  Sanden
Dund CGinfhn, Robert [odson and
Chriviopher  Arghyrou  as  ihe

‘amiwis Five, do as well oy Maunce
MolLoupghlin®s sonpl  sllows, John |

Y s |1.-1|1nlnlhh- laf the weiy
eflective witings

LGS

David Nivon and Peter Bridgemont in “RBilly Bonter
Meets Magic™ at the Shaftesbury for matinees only,

corpornied o the tale, even with
ihe prosmsang starl of mabmg hon

AN uiConsooEs  sslsiant  bo a8
wmupgler, bl o pet | moother
chamacier in 8l all, sene of the

irnditiomal prowmacks had o e ot

Therelme, Bumer's preed, Huree
Samgh's chmanc problenm.
Mr, Quakih's  discombfiiure  aml

the souriyinigs of 1he Vanwan Fisve
have ha ta e dhieriensed. This
would potier lew of they had wes,
i B tarpe culgnd, botm dharown away
an -r'.r, amdd  the  dwrection, By
Richard [ale, wax by no wecans s
ik ms the alory amad sbosless -
quarvd,

Peier Rodermont nige apnin sbi=
crsalully persotulios Bunler, Clement
Mo alin s an amavngly pompoas
Quelh, Michael Anihony bohaves
VY WA tostialy spbend ms Posmiock

asasaaans CAST seavsvasesy
B Y BUSTEN MIETS SAEg

Pias by Slamies MOl saahha by
mlimmgrwmemn wich §lmstsay  Fublaa

ploirm Lagl. Prosossesd by Ody Saay
Prosbinvioms Ll by aiTenpeEm
whily Ariher Liwn o (e Shales
tary oA |[epemvbar J1.  feviomEs by
Db Bairry. Sage manapnt . ey
Hawes

Warry Wharm ... Ridum ‘er=an
Bl Dwariy Fried hemlders
Boilemmy  ad! o Dhawed Tl

¥innk s apial R Thsinm
Thudies Smyh (Iukvi
[ SETTTRT T i N T
W illemm Ty Msidy
P Rl perme

M Qeokch ..., COemes Wolslin
Caman Vlarvley- Wolghet - [hassd Paoansi
ik Pawles ., ... Descy ldowos

Mg Lpemral Pomasl
B el o P e

Dientind by WuSerd Llaw

wpth Dhaved Mine as bis unlulplui ATV R RV PR AR AR R VYRR



Above right: In Billy Bunter Meets Magic,
matinees at the Shaftesbury, Billy Bunter

(Peter Bridgmount) gets a custard pie from
David Nixon






“OUCH! LEGGO! OH 1 SAY, YOU ROTTER! ™ BUT DAVID NIXON DOESN'T SEEM TO CARE AS HE APPLIES
A WELL-AIMED P1E AT THE FACE OF BILLY BUNTER.

Peter Bridgmont seems to get the worst of it in Rilly Bunter Meets Magic. The Fat Owl of the
Remove is back in town for a matinées-only season at the Shaftesbury Theatre. David Nixon plays
a well-meaning crook whose tricks always go wrong.



CRAZy CoM(S
CoNCERT

P DRURY'S Crazy People,

that crazy comic concert party
from S.W. London, W. London and
all points West, featuring Master
Ruxton Hayward, *Bearded Billy
Bunter™”, entertaimed an audience of
handicapped children last Saturday
alternoon, in the presence of their
Worships, The Mayors of Hammer-
smith and Fuolham,

It is a year now since “Pop's™
st entertamed in West London and
in that time they have pﬂinulttl|
at over 200 homes, als  and
similar institofes in haome
counties area, whilst Ruxton Hay-
ward s also enfertainment wttrﬂnn'i
of the Chin-Up Clnb—both groups
being only too pleased to hear from
any descrving causes desiring enter-
taining.

The Chin-Up Club s an associa-
tion of show-biz personnel, their
“fans"” and lollowers, and of hos-
pital patients, their “friends™ and
relations, plus any other interested
parties or ncighbourly persons, who
mg«r themselves to bring cheer

the lives of “shut-ins, unwells,
less-forfunates and  underprivi-
leged.” This t do with concerts,
visils, talks and social activities.

The bon, entertainment secretary
of “Chin-Up” Club is contactable
at: 24 Rowan Road, W.6. ("phone:
RIV 7410) and welcomes every
nﬁmﬁw:h;'sl ' ‘Tunds nl:ﬁ‘:i
the rig or * s =rai
Lor_fon-ralsine vromotione,
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The immortal

fat boy

HAT —another Billy
4 Bun book! The ‘l:;
c ng Grey/riars,
uu?' schoolboy

slang.
wizard, n’m

execrable
Jamset
Mauleverer,
This u:u in
10
u
bank raid

e v,
Bunter's
m-picm brutal
new master awaiting them at
the school on their return. O!
course, the two link u u{
the wusual nttuudcn

whacks and romps.

Bunter.”
{ Cassell
wilness a




First Magnet to be
souvenir issue

The frst lssue of the “ -
was launched in .
1 s 0o be
in a ¥
about
L probably
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| Billy Bunter
has eaten
his last bun

By R & WILLIAMSOM
FOH more than half a cenlury the adven-
tures of Billy Bunter, the world's mosl
famous dchoolboy, have been followed
" with an enlthusissm which has never

wnd st af=—avery senaaivable silusiien.
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Billy Bunter
must at last
‘pack it in’

TIIII end of the Billy Bunter books, with the publi-
cation of the final adventure, “Bunier’'s Last
Fling" (Cassell, 115. 6d.) will be, for many people, like

the death of an old friend.
hmm nllhnr_.d counters allowed ean be

. . " Iy

Variations gonfess * to students _of

* Bunler's Fling" w very will treal 33 nnunbﬂ“hhu“
%ﬂﬂ and ment with great serfousness



BILLY BUNTER
LIVES ON
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The name Charles Hamilton
appears on nobody’s short list
of great writers of the 20th




| century, partly because he was
an execrable stylist, partly be-
cause people tend to be sheep-
1sh about confessing a taste for
the execrable. But if bulk of
output counts for anything,
then Hamilton was a titan,
writes Benny Green, maintain-
ing an annual output of one
and half million words for 50
years. And if vigour of char-
acterization comes into 1t, then
he takes his undisputed place
alongside Conan Doyle and
Rice Burroughs in the pan-
theon of modern popular art.
Hamilton’s reputation stands
or falls on a single creation, the
archetype of the podgy school-
boy, that corpulent pipsqueak
of the Greyfriars Remove, Wil-
| liam George Bunter.
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Hamilton died four years ago
at the age of 85, and the only
man likely to dispute these
facts would have been Hamilton
himself. His attachment to the
pen-name of Frank Richards
became so ingrained that in his
own mind Hamilton was one of
the obscure casualties of the
Edwardian era. In his 86th year
Bunter’s creator tape-recorded
memories and impressions of an
astonishing career, and when
the recording engineers asked
him whether he preferred to be
addressed as Hamilton or Rich-
ards, the reply was, “Richards
if you please. Charles Hamilton
died 50 years ago’’.

In fact, the Hamilton-Rich-
ards syndrome represents one
of the most alluring cases of
split personality in the whole
range of popular art. Even the
autobiography, significantly of
Richards, not Hamilton, was
written in the third person.




Today nobody is sure what
kind of early background Ham-
ilton had. Though it seems
likely that he was the son of a
schoolmaster and at least pos-
sible that he was educated at
some kind of private school.
Floreat Greyfriars! the long-
playing album of his reminis-
cences which appears on 3 De-
cember, may therefore seem to
have an irresistible appeal as
the answer to a thousand
questions. In fact, Hamilton
remained tight-lipped to the
last. Though the album is
compulsive listening from start
to finish, there are no revela-
tions about the early years. So
far as Hamilton was concerned,
life apparently began at 14.



Floreat Greyfriars! justifies
1ts existence as a literary oddity
because ofitsinformation about
the genesis of Bunter, Harry
Wharton, Hurree Singh, Ver-
non-Smith and the rest.

The secret of their sustain-



[ ed appeal to men of all ages
is probably contained in the
fact that to their creator they
were real people, as large as
life and twice as vital. Denis
Preston, the recording execu-
tive who taped Hamilton’s con-
versation, discovered this weird
fact within moments of step-
ping inside Hamilton’s Rams-
gate semi-detached four years
ago.

“He began to talk about
Vernon-Smith, the Bounder of
the Remove. He talked of him
in the present tense, and I had
the feeling that Hamilton knew
Vernon-Smith was in the next
room and likely to walk in at
any moment. Even the meal we
ate that afternoon was not a
meal so much as a study blow-
out. Muffins, jam tarts, cakes
and two sorts of jam. Authentic
Greyfriars.”



In Floreat Greyfriars! Hamil-
ton reveals himself as a simple
old man with dogmatic opinions
about other writers, virtual
total recall about the early days
of The Magnet and The Gem,
and a kind of gentle amazement
that anybody 1n the 1960s
should bother about him at all. |




“Truth 1mitates Art”, says
Hamilton, echoing Wilde per-
haps without realizing it. "Fic-
tion has to be more appropriate
than real life”’, he goes on, and
gives examples of how he heard
an Anglo-Indian on a train say
once, "Top of a beautiful morn-
ing’’ and suddenly had a mental
picture of Hurree Singh com-
plete in his head, how he read
an advertisement for a quack
medicine called Bunter’s Ner-
vine, grafted on to it the paunch
of one relative, the spectacles
of another, the ever-expected
postal order of a third, and
 found himself with the hottest
 property in fiction since Sher-
lock Holmes and Tarzan.



Sometimes, says Hamilton, |
can hardly believe that Bunter
doesn’t really exist”.

The truth is that Bunter
does exist, more certainly
than Charles Hamilton ever
did. The renaissance began in
1947 with a Bunter hardback,
blossomed into a TV series and
by 1958 had broken into panto-
mime. By 1961, the last year of
Hamilton’s life, hardback sales
were into the hundreds of thou-
sands. Typically, his parting
shot was a Bunter story in The
Times Educational Supplement
—1in Latin. The piece had one
blemish. “There was one little
difficulty. "Yarooh’ cannot be

translated into any language
but English”.

Floreat Greyfriars! will be issued by Columbia
Records on Friday, 3 December at 32s.



Homely

crealor

ONE of the most un-
usual L.P.s of recent
months is Columbia
338X1784, on which the
late Frank Richards, crea-
tor of Greyfriars School
and its heroes and vil-
lians, reminisces and

RECORD REVIEW

*
by Arthur Reeves

philosophizes in a warm-
hearted, homely way ol
all sorts of topics.

He talks about lfe, school,
habits, Bcrlln writing, tulip-
lrmrin extracts from
some nf his Bllljr Bunter storles
to lllustrate the characters,
read and enacted by Nigel

Anthony.
!ouns

IIH“ in a
e

m and still d
er

hl-PlJr No chip on his

humour

from Bunter’s

., lived “in a
voung people.”

Frank Richards .
world of

record, this is hardly one to b
played repeatedly.
i PV, P CLp oo (stered
CSDI16840), offering “The Word:
B e o e
une ce

enneth Williams (soundinj
remarkably llke  the -master)
Dickie Henderson (not very hipg
about the pitch and
( too chl-chl in 'th Abgu
the Boy”™ and “"Matelot”).

y pram— S



RADIO SHEILA MGREGOR
'Iml‘ mmmllroflnno- :II 7:mcum
cen e- muh
about The Myth of mmnn of nu tnd :o-.
brug%ut on the Third on A nmr m umor <7
s 31“ ncl?n llllmbed cluncun.
programme Wwas aptly e first anti-hero. Bunter
bllled as a “celebration” of the observed
school stories of Frank natural hero o t!u
Richards, creator of Billy Lo-unt and I ﬂ
Bunter. Though It attempted
a disinterested look at the

whole Gmmnrl set-up, there
were also rous readings
from the et tor the
no:ullic to wal HLQ-
%u the schoo] may hln n

t this was a genuine oid
boys reunion.

When George Orwell In 1940
dismissed the Greyfriars uga
as fals! lm and
sodden in worst
of 1910, Richards dnchod tho
eriticism with the retort “Let

gmmm lnul.ltrlt-.l.nd

A choanalyst produced a
numb'-’e'r, of reasons why Harry
Wharton and the famous five
were beu;g, .l.uun for
growin 5. added that
wh‘c’n b:men of crudltlo:b ru':
A corporation com
l":lt‘re %dlo "'irltlnl it “:
min r
obvious that they were all heirs
of & ly-charged emotional
experience

This was a splendid pro-
gramme,



LONDON LIFE

Nicholas Monsarrat is coming from Canada for the
publication of his autobiography, Life is a Four Letter
Word. Sir Alec Guinness has a part in the film of Graham
Greene's The Comedians. King Gustav of Sweden is
in London on private business. Lord Kinross brings
out his book A Portrait of Egypt on 10 November.
Lady Hulton, director of Hulton's, is in America on
business. Leslie O'Brien, Governor of the Bank of
England, flew to Paris for lunch at the Banque de
France. Una Wright is writing the life of her uncle
Frank Richards, creator of Billy Bunter. Dudley
Moore hates doing cabaret-"'it scares me stiff."
French composer Pierre Boulez has left London to
conduct Wozzek in Frankfurt. Nancy Sinatra and
Eddie Albertare togetheron a London TV show in Nov-
ember. Artist David Koster exhibits his lithographs at
the Everyman Cinema, Hampstead, this month. Clive
the couturier showed a dress at the British Week at
Lyons made from French silk. Dame Marie Rambert
is keeping secret the name of one of her guest stars
for the new season - the other is Maryon Lane from
the Royal Ballet. Shri Rajmohan Gandhi, a grandson
of Mahatma, will open the Westminster Arts Centre.
Hugh "Binkie'" Beaumont plans a winter revival of
T S Eliot's The Cocktail Party.




Billy Bunter
brothers

re-united

THREE British brothers. who
were Lthe orginal models for
llustrations of charactars
such as Billy Bunter in popular
povs’ books early im the
century., have bpeen re-united
ailer 48 years.

Alan and Bruce Mitchell are now
prom:nent :n the Montres: art
world. The third brother. Alex-
ander, lives in Brisoane. Aus
tralia.

Alexander had no trooble r
cognising his brothers when he
arrived at Montreal's Central
Station recently.

The two Montreal-based brothers
sald thev were convinosd they
would never see thelr Aus
Ltraljan broth#r agaln until
Alexander won & amall {ortuns

 on a sweepstake ticket which

. enabled him to come W

' Montreal.

'"The three were broyght up :n
Sussex. where they plaved

. If with Sir Arthur Conan

' vie. creator of Sherlwck

| Holmes and one of thewr

| neighbours

Their {ather. novelist and art:st

' Huttng Mitchetl. 1llustrated

. Bul.v Bunter and other-popu-

' lar bovs’ stories of the period.
using hig three jons as
models

The ihree recall stuffing piliows
i their trousers to porirayv
Bunter



A treat for dad. too

FPYHIS is the time of the year

when holldays are in
most people’s minds., and one
of the problems is how to keep
young children interested
during long train journeys or
in rain storms at holiday
resorts.

It is now that paperbacks come
into their own—paperbacks being
cheaper editions of books because
they have a soly cover and cannot
be kept as long as those with
hard covers.

There 18 an added attraction
for lathers and mothers, oo,
because many ol the books that
Were popular in their childhood
days are pow being revived.

Father can thus re-enjoy ihe
adventures of Billy Bunter of
GreyIriars School, ust Willam,
while mother has Bessie Bunter

W recall Billy and Bessie were
invenied by Prank and Hilda
Richards.

Billy was a fat little boy with
a}ue round eyes almost ng
rough big. round spectacles
and & plump l

am.

Oreyiriars.
Huree

oW a
series at 25 6d each while Paul

Hamlyn look alter the adventures
e Bunter who is always

out Lrying Lo save people
trouble -

Smete 7Y

one of the books Willianm = cvel
trying to get 0 the moon
e same publishers have ‘he
series about Kemlo the space
m 'M wanders around --nrr I
space In all kinds of wonderfu
vehicles, A rea] feast for space
Action lovers
Enig BI i,«:nl:nl;,1 'C.{'fnur; m'-. 7,1
.'l' I'I'I .‘ g = il
TllnL" in H'IQITI‘II"H Jars ser hes
are other paper backs hrougsht
out by Hamlyns all 2s 6d

* *
Armada have a back ol
Louisa M Alcoit's Wives
and Elinor M Brent-Dier
famous ‘Chalet” stories based on
& school in Bwitzerland Ihe
?dnnmru of Emil lﬂﬂ””"]':
riends as detectives come 1o
Puffin Books

be hundreds .ll'h:
hundreds of these books at vou
booksellers for use over the nex!
three months

* &

thinking about
s e 1 tid et U
izabeth mentlone
Marzaret M) in her book
“Cunpowder Treason” (Mac
donald) was the one who became
Eltzabeth

was, in fact the other Prin-

P e

if
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;_ Library
bans Billy
Bunter

Oh, crumba! Billy Bunter,
the fat Owl of the Remove,
has scoffed his last jam
tart in Ipswich

Yesterday the r
gluttan ol mwimn—m
anti-hero of pre-second
War geoesations—wsent
the rcounter at the town
municipal public library

B:g Buly's books were bannsd
—to be ssued o children only
by special mequest
The reason Mus

White, chisf librar: m
l':._‘lt mght, » that

Not over eating

In my the Bunter
mmmn“n
!uhn"muiﬂ

E we know Lhal #x-
uu-iu fat ia alten due o glan-
dular distyrbance or some other
medical reasom — not W ower
unn‘ st In the Billy Bunter

creator, Frank

disg in 1M8]. It might sum up
the I'n reaction o the
Ipswich ban:




N mum um.w mmmm”,
23 mmmm“m i w
= in

mm mmmg




[Billy Bunter
is not

to be
expelled

BILLY BUNTER fans in
Warwickshire can
breathe a sigh of relief
— the Fat Owl of the
Remove will not be re-
moved from the shelves
of local libraries.




A new set

County libririans have said, in
effect, “Yaroo!™ and “SBhucks!"

Blyton from the shelves.”™ |




Television series

Rgb has only one Bunter title in
dren’'s libraries at the
R ooy it Bl Oy sat
ys
of the early books nhoul.
Bunter's form-mate.

“These is no question of the book
being from our shelves,”
he said.

“Interest in Bunter was revived
nner the television series, in the

way as there was a
rﬂivﬂ after “The

R i

Chief Llhmrun. said the 10
Bunter titles in his libr were
s0 well used that many to be
re-bound.

“In fact, at the present time, seven
of them are out,” he sald “We
wm.ddn‘t dream of banning

1&&1“ that
mlght up-et at children, I th
nowadays most children react
mly to this sort of thing,” he




A plea to put Bunter
back on the shelf

Bir, — As an old reader
of the famous Oreyirian

famous Billy Bunter, 1 was
amased to read In the
rrm hut the ruling of
pswich Publie Library not
to have Bunter books on
the shelves

Hln{l!'ut readers must
have A memories ol
these famous stories

that always {al to arrive.
How many “bobs™ he bor
rowed on the of |
will never be known

In spite of his
Bunter was
e e
taken home for e

-

was kicked and his head
smacked but he was never

LETTERS

to the
EDITOR

really hurt, and U In
trouble, the fat boy alwan

had the thy and care
ﬂm:w:lm
Now, Ipaswich Libra
uﬂtmrnﬂ-llﬂunu
fat children !n schools
be asked for

STl Shrary
particular t

A sad thing It s for the
first time on record for our
lovable fat Owl of The
Greyiriars Remove to be
kept out of sight from
new generation who u

Club, which members
of all ages ves,
actountanta

insurance brokers, =0




Bunter’s back

Ipawich Council’s Libraries
Commiitee reversed st
months decsion of chisf
Lbrazian Miuss Dorothy White
o san BuUly Bunter {rom the

shelves Adecided
tHat he Pat Owl of the Remove

Wir i 100 geod 10 be
removed
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Bunter bounces back

AN unmistakable old friend (above) is having trouble
in Frank Richards's Billy Bunter on the Nile

(Armada, 20p).

He is one of the hundreds of
old favourites being revived for
another generation to cultivate.
In this latest one, Willlam

camels to ve his school
mysteries — and his own ever-
present need for food.

Elinor M. Brent Dyers's Chalet
Schoel adventures ( 20p)
provide adventures from an
earlier generation in
e oy ot D i et

er, av
with mwhm but she,
&Iﬂdﬂl’l on in the paper-

the BSpanish Civili War who
dreams of becoming a doctor.

Ivan BSouthall iIn Let the
Balloen Ge (Puffin, 20p) gives
'Y mmmiunmnt of a special
day in the life of an Australian
I:n.ndnwed boy. It will
m- 1 similarly hand

and their parents

An imaginative tale of intrigue
s Mistress Masham's
(Puffin, 25p) In which T. H
White takes up the tale of the
Lilliputians created in Gulliver's
Travels.

A grou hhn g:dd:reﬂdhl-
tion in y escape
to an island on an estate In

s a A a -



MR RICHARDS'S FAVOURITE SON

MARTIN (LIFFORD, Owen Conquest,
Frank Richards . . . three names instantly
recognisable Lo old boys of carly 20h
cenlury scheol stories. ClifTord for his Lales
of Tom Merry and Ceo. of SL Jim's in

“The Gem"”; tonquest for Jimmy Silver
and (e of Rookwood in “Beys' Friend™;
and the most flamous, Richards, for

Harry Wharton and Co. and, of cournse,

Billy Bunter of Greyfriars in “The
Magnel”

All mere rrralul:i one man, Charies
Hareld St John Hamilton. The enigma Llie
Mr Hamiiton, in a carcer Lhat lasied longer
than the reign of Queen Vicloria, wrole
more than 72.000.000 words under 28
different pen-names before his death,

aged B, in 1961,

The illusiration iright) by the
best-known of Bunter Hlustra C. L
"h'-.l.. finds William George al Lthe
r-a. A postal-order al last?” Il is taken

rom “Yareoh' A Ferast of Frank Richards™
(Eyre Melhpen, £4-50) in which Gyles
RBrandreth endearingly reminisces about
the immertal characiers which came from
the prolific ination of Charles
Hamilton. Oh, Days.




THE C wentry site shown in last week's
Archive. with St Mary's Hall at the rear
and the Cathedral t wer, was that on
which the Council House, Ear]l Bireet, Was

burilt.
' One of those who iden:fled it was
" Charles Mcloourne, of 14, Linley R .ad,
Scutham, who sayvs thai the property on
the site was demolished about 1992. The
site lay vacant unul 1912, when bulkding
- staried. The [ound.ution stone was laid on

June 12, 1913
.~ Mr Melbourne remembers it as he

Jften visited his uncle who had a sign-
writer's busine=s at 43, Earl Sireet. oppaosite,
under .he name of R. L. Hamillon. “The
picture was taken sometime around 1910-
1912." he says. ‘1 would make a guess
that it was taken from the upsiairs rootm
~ of the ‘Coveniry Herald' office.”

Mr Melbourne mentions that Mr R.

L. Hamilton was the brother of Charles
Hamillon, who under the name of Frank
Richards wrote the Billy Bunter, Gem
' and Magznel stories.



LIVE ENTERTAINMENT POLICY
AT BUNTER’S
RESTAURANT

By JEREMY MYERSON

BUNTER'S, a new central
London "fast food™ restau-
rant with a “Fat Owl of
Greyfriars' Billy Bunter
theme and decor decked out
with memorabilia from
Bunter stories in the Gem
and Magnet comics, I8
offering live music and en-
tertainment on a regular
basis.

Gordon Maclachlan, director
of the Head Theatre Club, Put-
ney, has been brought in to or-
ganise this entertainment.

The restaurant, which can hold
around 85 people, launched its live
act policy on December 7 with a bill
featuring comedian Mike McCabe,
feminist group Clapper claw and folk
artists New England.

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday
nights, a full programme of live acts
is being offered but other nights also
feature a certain amount of enter-
tainment. This week singer Colin
Hamilton has been at Bunter's and

New England will return this
weekend.

Commenting on how audiences
are reacting o entertalnment in h
fairly casual, fast turnaround res.
taurant, Maclachlan told THE
STAGE that, although the venue has
not really taken off as yet, word:
and-mouth feedback is bringing in
more and more people who have
come specifically for the show
on stage.

Proprietor of Bunter's, Ludwig
Levi, has gone to a lot of trouble to
collect blazers, caps, Hlustrations,
advertisement posters and other
nostalgic items from the Billy
Bunter era and the place has a very
pleasant period atmosphere about it

Food runs along similarly enter:
prising lines with chaoices on the
menu including pure beel “Bunter
Burgers” and “Bllly's Demise” (a
chocolate mint ice cream dessert ).

Bunter’s Is situated at 109 Kings-
way, London WC2 and artists inter.
ested in playing the venue are in-
vited to send a letter to Gordon
Maclachlan, Head Theatre Club,
White Lion, 15 Putney High Street,
London SW15

NORTH LONDON'S nowaest nightspot has just been opaned by Wyn
Davies and disc jockey-singer Emma Leigh, and thay belisve that thay've
hit on a unique sntartainmaent formula — disco music and comedy,

It was therefore approprinte that when they opened Emma’s Laffin
comedy room and discotheque st Wyn's pub, the Willesden Junction
Hotel, London NW10, that the guests should include top stars from the
comady and music worlds,

Thay included DJ Ed “'Stewpaot” Stewart, comadian Tommy Trinder
and songwriter Barry Mason.

Wyn only recontly took over the pub after a 16-year careor in show
business and he has invested £60,000 in the project.

He has booked top comedians to sppear in cabaret, and Emma will
soon be supervising the provision of restaurant meals in addition to acting
ns the residont disco DJ.

Pictured at the opening of Emma's Latfin are (loft to right): Wyn Davies,
Emma Leigh and Tommy Trinder.

TN e L M N e e




Caddish Billy Bunter tries to entice two of the girls of Cliff House School to come
within range of his mistletoe. From a 1920s edition of The Magnet.



BUNTER!

Open Audition
FRIDAY, March 4th
10.00 a.m. - HURREE JAMSET RAM SINGH

(Asian Actors - minimum age 17)
Bring song and tap shoes.

2.30 p.m. - BILLY BUNTER
(minimum age 17)
Brning song.
At: London Welsh Trust Ltd.,
157 Gray's Inn Road, London WC(C1




1988! WHAT A YEAR!

‘BILLY BUNTER' in

‘LUCKY SUNIL'BBC TV
thanks to ANN BISHOP
‘FATTY ARBUCKLE'
Golden Oldie Picture Show —
BBC TV and

Third great season for

KEN HOPSON, HAVEN
LEISURE

Congratulations to
BILLY FORREST
and best wishes.

lan Sandy 021 706 6700
0836 732758 (vocaphone)




