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vainly hope for a revival in the literary requirements of modern youth. 
Then, in 1970, I discovered 'Our Boys', an Irish boys' paper with a faint trace 

of days long gone. It is a monthly publication, containing written boys' stories, (a 
couple in Gaelic) but just what I was looking for. Consequently, I introduced Kincaid 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. However, Kincaid was not new to me, for 
fifteen years previously I had written these stories of the North West, using a blonde­
haired giant Mountie by the name of Kildare. Since those days, though, Doctor 
Kildare had appeared on television, so I decided that my own rip-roaring, two-fisted 
hero, must have a change of name. As a result I was commissioned to write six of 
these, forming a series, beginning with "The Coming of Kincaid," and concluding with 
"The Scourge of the North West." In between, I also submitted other short stories, 
including "The Dive of Death" with a circus setting, and "Cannibal Island," a tale of 
the South Seas. It was a very refreshing change for me to write these 'favourites,' 
and I still have hopes that 'Six-knife Solomon' and 'Indiana Outlaw' will one day find 
a home. 

I constantly ask myself why it is that today's growing boys have little or no 
interest in the type of adventure yarns which used to thrill my own generation. In 
many ways I blame television, and the growth of the cinema, for presenting them with 
this type of entertainment in a form which is much easier than reading. It is a great 
pity, all the more so to someone like myself who would be prepared to write boys' 
stories for any paper which was agreeable to publish them. I can only hope that this, 
like many other aspects of life, revolves in cycles. • 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SPECIALIZED SERIES by R. J. Godsave 

There is no doubt that full marks must be given to E. S. Brooks in his 
endeavour to get close to the readers of the Nelson Lee Library. Under the heading 
of "Between Ourselves" he devoted the entire page to correspondence. Apart from 
letters he welcomed photographs from his readers which were reproduced opposite 
one of himself. 

The series of the St, Frank's School Ship and School Train were also used as 
a means of making a closer contact. The visits of the School Ship to South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand were of great interest and educational value to all of the 
readers of the Nelson Lee. The same interest may not have been shewn in the School 
Train series excepting those living in the towns which were depicted. The 
circulation would have undoubtedly been increased in these areas. The historical 
notes about the towns made them both interesting and descriptive. 

The towns visited were, naturally, few and far between, which would have 
caused great disappointment to a lot of his readers. 

A fictitious setting has the advantage of being a 'No man's land' which can be 
mentally transformed into one's own town, and can be visualized accordingly. 

Whether these specialized series added to the circulation figures is 
problematical. • 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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• • • b4 an4 othet name .. ?'" • • 

by GORDON HUDSON 

Some years ago I pur chased a book "The Guardians" by W. Howard Baker, 
solely because of his connection with the Sexton Blake Library. It was a story of 
Richard Quintain, Secret Agent, and although I had not read Quintain before the 
details seemed familiar. Several months later I obtained another Quintain story 
"Strike North." This I recognised as a re-written S. B. L. The original was "The 
Sea Tigers" by Peter Saxon , but the new story still contained Hazel, the Magnet­
loving seaman. 

Recently, I discovered a new series of paperbacks of Quintain, and these also 
appear to be mainly 4th Series S. B. L. with Sexton Blake as Richard Quintain, Tinker 
as Slim Mercer and Paula Dane as either Marion Wellesley or Julia Wellesley. As in 
previous decades Sexton Blake is still alive under a new name. 

The following is a list of re-written S. B. L's which I have so far been able to 
identify with the originals: -

"Richard Quintain" 

No. 393, 1957: The Violent Hours, by Peter Saxon, became The Guardians, 
by W. Howard Baker (Mayflower, 196 7 and "The Dirty 
Game (Five Star Paperbacks, 1972). 

No. 400, 1958: The Sea Tigers, by Peter Saxon, became Strike North, by 
W. H. Baker (Mayflower, 1965; W. H. Baker, 1967). 

No. 413, 1958: No Time To Live, by W. H. Baker, became Destination 
Dieppe, by W. H. Baker (Mayflower, 1965, then W. H. 
Baker). 

No. 417, 1958: The Voodoo Drum, by Peter Saxon, became Drums of 
the Dark God, by W. A. Ballinger (1966 and 5 Star, 1972). 

No. 421, 1959: A Cry In The Night, by Peter Saxon, became No Place 
for Strangers, by W. H. Baker (In the First Quintain 
Omnibus, W. H. Baker, 1968 and separately 5 Star, 1972). 

No. 43 I, 1959: Passport Into Fear, by W. H. Baker, became Cry From 
the Dark, by Bill Rekab (1965 and 5 Star, 1972). 

No. 504, 1962: Studio One Murder, by W. A. Ballinger, became The 
Girl In Asses Milk, by W. H. Baker (1967 and 5 Star, 
1972 ). 

No. 506, 1962: The Reluctant Gunman, by W. H. Baker, became 
Unfriendly Persuasion, by W. H. Baker (Mayflower, 1964; 
and in the First Quintain Omnibus, W. H. Baker, 
1968 ). 
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No. 517, 1963: The Imposter, by Philip Chambers and W. H. Baker 
became The Inexpendible, by Bill Rekab (1966 and 
5 Star, 1972). 

The Rape of Berlin, by W. H. Baker (5 Star, 1972) formerly The Girl, The 
City and The Soldier (Mayflower, 1965) appears to be loosely based on The Last 
Days of Berlin, by Peter Saxon, No. 395, 1958. 

Other "Quintains" not identified as S. B. L's 

The Charge is Treason, by W. H. Baker (Lancer Books, 1968 ). 
Take Death for a Lover, by W. H. Baker (5 Star, 1972). 
The Dead and the Damned, by Bill Rekab (5 Star, 1972). 

Treason For Truth (Not recognised as an S. B. L. ) by W. H. Baker (1964 and 
5 Star, 1972) contains Richard Costain, Slim Mercer, Bill Kerby and Marion 
Wellesley. 

The Big Steal~ by W. A. Ballinger (1964 and 5 Star, 1972) containing Bill 
Simmons was originally No. 420, 1959, Appointment with Danger, by W. H. Baker. 

Perhaps other readers (who will no doubt have realised that "Rekab" is 
"Baker" spelt backwards) will recognise these unidentified stories and other "new" 
stories which may be published. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE AND THE MAN WITH A 

THOUSAND NAMES by William Lister 

I am Edwy Searl es Brooks man myself. I have said it before and I say it again. I caught the 
E.S.B. bug when I first read the "Nelson Lee. 11 Now, with my 60th birthday looming on the horizon I am 
still under his spell. 

Be it the name of Berkley Gray or Victor Gunn, or any other of his "thousand and one names. 11 

(If Lon Chaney was known as the man with a thousand faces, surely to read the list of pen-names Mr. 
Brooks used entitles him to be called the man with a thousand names.) After all, a story by E. S. 
Brooks is like the rose:- under any name, just as sweet. Which brings me to the subject of the three 
Union Jacks now before me. No. 1221, 1927 - 11 The Case of the Second Blackmailer;" No. 1258, 1929 -
11 The Death Snare;" No. 1530, 1933 - "Village Vengeance." The connecting link between these three 
stories is they were all by Edwy Searles Brooks and all feature Waldo the Wonder Man. 

What a combination; Sexton Blake and Waldo, a man of super-strength, a gentleman crook, a 
chivalous man, a man who could make a fortune on the stage. A criminal for thrills, not for making 
money. Brought together by E. s. Brooks. I suppose no editor could resist it, 1927, 1928 and 1933, 
and no doubt Waldo before then and after. A wonderful character Waldo - created by E. S. Brooks in the 
far distant days of 1918 in U,J., No. 794, a grand Christmas story entitled "Waldo the Wonder Man." 
Not that Waldo ever stole Sexton Blake's thunder. Great as Waldo was, Blake was one better. In "The 
Death Snare ,11 Waldo was well and truly framed; he was dUe for the gallows (remember it was 1929) and 
who unravelled the tangled skein and who delivered Waldo from the gallows? Sexton Blaket 

Whether Sexton Blake, Waldo or all the supporting characters in our three tales, they all 
spring to life under the able pen of E. s. Brooks. Please do not misunderstand me, I like Sexton Blake 
from the pen of any of our famous authors, but \\hen you have been bitten by the Edwy Searles Brooks 
"bug" you stay bitten. Ask all the other Brooks fans; don't just take my word for it. 

Don•t forget readers, look for the name Edwy Searles Brooks on the cover of the next U.J. or 
S.B.L. story you read and you will enjoy it; you really will. ~ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Monthly C. D's, 1 to 6, 8, 9, 16, 18, 21. Greetings to all Hobby Friends. 

MAURICE KING, 18 BARTON ROAD, SLOUGH, BUCKS., SL3 8DF. 
========================================================== 

Offset-Li tho by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York, YOl 2LZ, England. 
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