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Dear Fo llo w Collectors, 

* * * * 
FOR"EHOR:J 

* * * * 

Once aga in it's my great ple as ur e t o gre e t yo u. with a. Coll e ctors 1 Digest 
1\nnual; onc e aga in one hundred thousa.nd words on th~t fascin a tin g hobby of ours. 

·The 11';'.lh o ' s \Too 11 i s back ag a in; it was ce rt o,inly mi ssed l ast year, judgin g 
by tho l etters I have had cppea ling f or its reappo a ra n co. 

11.s a l way::i there t s be en no shortage of copy. I n fa.ct tv10 articles "The 
St. Ji m' s \iho's '..iho 11 by ~·f. J.A. Hubba r d and 13crnardlJ.'horne and 'The Car ee r of th e 
Boys nca l m" by myself , h ave had to be held over unt il next yea r. 

Mor eove r, that dynam ic Now Zoal ande r Geoff. Hockl ey i s a lr eady busy on his 
:next i n th a t br oo zy 9 full of CJ.Ui ps style of his. Ile is dea lin g with Buffalo Bill 
h0 r o of t housands of stori es for boys . Jo Dr oo zo Bentley will also bo contri
buting "Th e .o'ourth Form at Rookwood" .. Nothin g li ke takin 0 time by tho f or e lock. 

To tho grand 9 loya l band of contributors who by their hou r s of labour have 
produced a not her thrill-p acked .:umual I am mor e grateful than I can adequately 
ex pr ess . 

In c onclusion, th G ol d , o l d ,,rl sh - ",:. very Ho,ppy Chris't mn.s and a Pr ospe rous 
How YoD.r11 t o my ove r g r owin g b1.nd of friends r.t hone mid. ovo1·s oas . 

Yours vory sinc e rely, 

------ ·------- -- ·-------· ----··- __________ . __ ., .. ____ _ 
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By J. BREa~zE :BEI'fl1 LEY 

·Xc * * 

Every important Hamilt on school was blessed with at least one boy who was 
we ll-connected with t he Uppe r Ten and richly endo wed with money. Arthur Augustus 
D 1Ar cy and hi s distant relative Ralph Reckness Ca1.0 dew at St . Jim's 9 Va l entine 
Tulornington at Rookwood; Rupert d e Courcy n.nd Cecil Ponsonby at Highc li ffe; and 
Vernon Dau beny at St . V!inifre d ' s 9 but one 9 and only one 9 vms hims elf a peer of 
t he realm: Herbert Plan t agene t Maulev er er 9 Earl Mau l ev ere r of Mauleve:rcr Towe r s 
in IIampsh ir e 9 a magnificent r es id en c e about ten mil es from Winc hester . "l:c 

Mauleve r er was an orphan who had t wo guardians 9 his uncles Sir Harry 
Br a i thwayt and Sir Regina ld Brooke. Sir Harry fi gure d only in MAGI:rnr lfo. 1849 
when Mnuly arrived at t he sc h ool. Sir Reg inald was first mentioned in 11.A.Giffir lfo . 
270 9 but appeared frequen tl y from th at time onwa rds. Both b a ron ets were cheer
ful9 ldnd and i ndu l gen t. They exercised littl e control over their chnrco 9 but 
faithfully observed th eir obligation unde r the l a te Earl's will 9 t hat he be 
supJ:>li ·ed with unlimited c ash . In those g lorious days of 19 12 death duties had 
not lai d their heavy hand on estates 9 and Maulyw as to inherit an i ncome of 
£500,000 a yea r when he c ame of age. In such circumst ances every opportunity was 
afforded. for a r e ckle s s and extravagant way of liv:i.n g a.YJ.d every temptation to 
tr ead the p ri mrose pa.th to disgrace and destruction. That nothing went amiss was 
a trib ute to the innate good s e nse and character of Ifau l everer, who p1°oved to be 
one of the best-n~tured 9 loyal and trust ed members of his school and yet was a 
mos t ir1teresting and we ll-li ked Greyfr iars char acter . 

Inevitably 9 his a.r,:i val at Greyfriars was unusual ancl dramatic. + We 
f irst saw him at Friardale Station 9 ask i ng a ·b0wilde:rea . porter fo r his carriage. 
The po rt er suggested t hat he take t h e station hack or wa lk - pro spects that made 
Mauly shudder. Just then Bob Cherry and Harr y \'!harton turned up 9 and were told 
of tiau l y 1 s 11t errible p redic amen:t 11 

- no priv ate ca:criage and the a lt ernatives of 
a fifteen r1inates I wa.J.k or a rid e in the hack ! Bob Cherry cheerily .pu ll ed his 
leg and was asserting t hat they 9 too, wor e in lik e tro uble - awa itin g a. coach 
and four - when 9 to the juniors ' astonislunent 1 the conch a rriv ed . Maul y gTac i ous
ly offerecl them a lift, and drove off to Greyfria r s 9 leaving -his coachman, Peters

9 
to deal with the lu ggage . rr he drive wa.s a wild one - Ji'iauly drove at h i gh speed? 
scattered P.C. Tozer, avo i ded by inches a lwn bering waggon, then swung th ro ugh 
the gateway of Gr e:,rf'riars and drove riGht u p to the main door of the School House , 
j ust as Dr. Locke stepped out . He dr e,i the horses to a hal t, jumped clovm, and 
swept off' h i s si l k: top:per with a courtly bm.,r. needless to sayp Dr. Locke was 
not amused. 

'l'he arriva l of a r ea l.9 liv e ear l with "pots of money 11 naturally attracted 
the e.,ttention of the ba;ser set at Greyfriars and Bulstrode

9 
Skinner

9 
Snoop, 

Ifa9,eldcne and Bolso v er majo r all tri ed. t o ge t him to s hare the ir study, but were 
·turn e d down. Mauly disappointed them all by ge ttin g a study a ll to himself - a 
room "l a r ge r than most II and numbe r ed 15 9 according to the text 9 bu t i·t later 
bec(une 12 and th e e rstw h il e No. 15 disappeared from the li st • . 

-l<-1In.gnct Iio . 1245. + Magnet No. 184. 
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Coker and Co. and Loder· a.nd his cronies tried to win ilfauly into t hei r res

pective sets. Coker was soon discouraged by the Remove but Loder (later on) 
nearly scored a success, for in MAGNN.~ No. 203 he wheedled Mauly into acceptance 
of a.n invitation to play brid ge . In Loder' s study ]lau ly - ever r athe r easy
going - d;_ffidently accepted a cigare·tte and reluctantly lit it, then just let it 
go out and would not relight it; and began to play cards tfor nominal stakes, 
you know' without enthusiasm being quick enough to see that tho other three 
players always playod skilfully against him and clumsily v,i th him. Ho was quite 
relieved when the Remove intervened and broke up the meeting. But his punishment 
wa.s severe I he was made to endure a moral lecture by Alonzo '11odd. This bored 
him so unutterably th at ho rose in despair a.nd hurled Alonzo out of the study. 
Thus ended Maulyrs one and only slip. 

Mauly 1 s study was magnific .ently furnished - by Liberty's of London, who 
sent down a van piled high with good things: silks and velvets, satins and 
costly rugs that made the ,juniors gasp as they saw them carried in. There was a 
clock valued at £30 (a fantastic figure in 1912), armchairs, cushions, and a 
magnificent sofa upon which its owner was destined to l aze away in idleness many 
an af ternoon. This was really Mauly 1 s besetting sin. Provid.ed with a good 
bra in, he was content to drift along near the bottom of the form 9 avoiding work 
and :qeglecting prep. - very charmingly, no doubt 9 but in a way most displeasing 
to Mr. Quelch. And while others exercised in the gym. or toiled on the football 
field 9 Mauly would slumber in Study No. 12. Many were the occn.sions when Bob 
Cherry wou ld root him out - dashing into the study 9 upending the sofa, and maTCh
ing off his victim for some energetic pursuit. Once ind eed 9 in MAGNEr No. 243 9 

Bob actu al ly made Mauly go into training, but the result r,as disastrous: he 
became a sleepwalker and stole and hid away his own money 9 causing no end of a 
pother. 

Mauly' s inherent l az iness made him an easy vlctim when Fisher T. Fish 
l e.unchod his Fag Agency.* For a beggcrly eight shillings a week, Fishy provided 
him with eight f ag si Ga.tty, Myers, Dicky Nueont and Sammy Bunter of the Second, 
Tubb and Paget of tho Third 9 and Leigh n.nd Billy Bunter of t ho Remove . For a 
short time they got on with the job 9 while Mauly dozed peacefully on tho sofa, 
but in tho long run it did not work. 'rho fags were more ready to eat at their 
lord's expense than to work for him 9 and the climax came when the lazy ea rl 
ventured to save his tired legs by being pushed into Friardale in a rickety 
bath-chair! A wheel soon came off 9 nenrly throwing him into the road. After 
r c fitting 9 the fags pushed the chair to the top of a rise - and let go . The 
ch a ir shot i nto Fria.rdale at grea t speed, cannoned into P.C. Tozer and threw 
1fo..uly into a muddy ditch so tbat h e h2,d to RUN back to Greyfriars in c. state of 
utter ruin. 

Mauly 's fant a stic wealth quite naturally enab led him to do mn.ny things 
beyond the power of common mortals. Thus, when Coker and Co. wrecked a Remove 
pantomime by running off with ·the costumes,+ :Mauly stepped in and s av ed tho day 
'by brin ging in a :real professional company at his own expense. 

Again, when Bob Cherry's r asc"l lly cousin, Paul Tyr:rol1 9 stole £200 from 
Maul y and fled to Monte Carlo, Maul y gave chase a.nd took the Famous Fivo with 
him./ (This 9 incidentally, wi::.s one of tha r are occasions when Billy Bunter 
failed to wodge himself into the partyg they stranded him on the platform at 
Friardale Station.) The six lodged at Sir Reginald's vill~ at Cap Martin 9 
tr a cked down Tyrrell, and ma.de him pay up. But Mauly - ever compass ion a te - took 

---------·---------- ~---·----, , _________ _.. ______ ._ 
-x- rfagnot No. 257. + Magne t No. 256. / Magnet Nos 270. 
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pity on the foolish fellow and let him hnvo £50 with which to try out his wonder
ful system nt the tables. It v,ent in no time 9 of course. 

In the later stories 9 there we:re many visits to l1!auleverer Towers* and 
holidays afloat 9 including the tri:p on the yacht "The Silver Scud" + and a 
celebrated voyage to the South Seas 9 ,/. where the Removi tes ran across Mauly' s 
beachcombing cousin. One re markab le feature of those visit s and trips was the 
way in which they attrac ted malefactors who caused a heap of trouble 9 but were 9 
of courso 9 inevitably trac ked down ancl exposed. 

j)fauly was 9 unfortunately 9 erlromoly careless in money-matters and. many \~ere 
th e occasions when this caused trouble. Sometimes he mislaid a note by using it 
ns a bookmark! At other times ho merely lost one. Re did this in w~~GNET No. 193 
when he stuffed a banknoto into a waistcoat pocket, and let it fall out. This 
put Fr ank Nugent nastily on the spot - but in tho end Vernon-Smith got Bunter to 
ovm up thl it he had found it, and was hanging on to it in the hope of a reward. 

Great wea lth brought vii th it no trace of snobbery ancl 9 indeed 9 ~;;:auly wa s 
repelled by and contemptuous of snobs. In :MAGNEI' No., 188 9 Henry Hopkins

9 
the 

only son of John Hopkins the inn.l<eeper at Sanford 9 a village in Essex 9 came to 
Greyfriars under the name of Cecil Leigh and made out that his father ovmed a 
large estate and was rolling in money. In vain did he court r~auJ.yl s favour 9 only 
to be kept at arm's length, But when John Hopkins visited the school - much 
against li..is son 1 s wish - Tulimly befriended him and secreted him in Gosling's lodge 
till he had sought out Leigh and given him the sound advice "Bring your father 
into school and shew the fellows that , you' re not 2..shamecl of him. 11 After much 
hositation 9 Leigh did so and. was much taken abo.ck by t he way in which his stock 
wer..t up in the Form . 

Sim' larly 9 'l'imothy Perkins the son of an under-footman 9 who made some lucky 
speculations on the stock exchange 9 who came to Greyfriars as Algernon de Vere 
and vvas an utt er snob 9 could make no headway with Lord Maul everer

9 
but was the 

recipi ent of his compassion when his fully history came to light,f 

In MAGNET No. 194 9 Dick Penfold arrived . The son of the villa ge shoemaker
9 

a hard-working worthy craftsman who waged a lo s in g battle against me.ss- production
9 

Dick v10n the Town Scholar sh ip to G:reyf:riars. On account of his poverty 
9 

Dr. 
Locke was app r ehensive of his success f ul entry 9 and off e red him the alternative 
of the mcooiary v a lue of a year I s tuition; but Dick would not bo put off and took 
his place in the Remove . 1:r . Quelch 1 in a rare error of judgm Gnt , :put hi m in 
Vernon -Smith bstudy (at that time Ilfo. 9). and ru.ctions ensued

9 
Smithy trying all 

manner of dodges to shift "th e cobbler" from his study. Mauly ended this by 
inviting Pen into his study, and v,hen Vernon-Smith still caused trou b le

9 
it was 

Mauly who suggested that they collared him 9 tied his hands 9 festooned him with 
worn-out foot-w ea r and pushed him into the Remove corridor. 

Latcr 9 in MAmrnr No. 2719 Uauly agu.in came t o Penfold' s rescue when Sno oks
9 

tho land- and est ate-r.gent 9 tried to d:i.spossess John Penfold for arr ea rs of rent. 
Knowing that a gif t would bo declined 9 1fauly offered to lend Dick Penfold tho 
money 9 but he would not agr o o to this, being av,are that repayment would be im
poEsible. Then :Feter 'l'odd found out that th e landlord was nono other than Sir 
Reginald Brooke; Nauly v!ired to his unclo and all ended well. 

Mauly 1 s greatest test came when Sir Jimmy Vivian camo to Groyfriars.~ Sir 
Jimmy was the son of a · distant rel ative of Mauly - a ne'er do well v;ho had wasted 

*For exrunple 9 MAG100S No. 176 9 1244. + MAGlffil'S No. 755 to 759,, 
1589 to 1598. r/ MAGNEI' Nos , 749 to 752. ff, TuIAGNNr No. 471,, 

f MAGNETS No. 
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his money and reduced himself to penury. Dying of wounds in tho Great Wa.r 9 he 
wrote to Sir Roginald 9 craving that his son be rescued from a dreadful slum -
Carker's Rents - s ituated 11a.t tho back of the Euston Roo.d. 11 This Sir Reginald 
did 9 and after useful spade-11ork by a tutor 9 he sent Si:r Jimmy to Greyfriars 9 to 
give him a chance. Muuly promised to ra lly round 9 took him into his study, and 
tried to i mprove his habits and manners. It vms an uphill struggle g Sir Jimmy 
tried to eat with his fingers or his knife 9 avoided washing, and dropped his 
aitches all over the place. Poor fastidious klauly had an awful time 9 but he 
stuck to it 9 and in the long run there was a consider ab le improvement. 

When Harold Skinner and Sidney James Snoop tried to get Sir . Jimmy expe ll ed 
by tempting him ,vi th gin·* - a common enough cornmodi ty in Carkor' s Rents -
Ma.uly 1 s laziness and indolence fell like a cloak and he refused to let them 
escape wi th a Form ragg i ng as phnisbmcnt. 

"Hold on! 11 Lord Maulev eror chipped in. ''Hold my ja.cket 9 f/harton! This 
isn't goin' to be a raggin 1

9 it's goin' to be a fight - two blessed fights! 
Skinner first. Come on 9 Skinner! 11 

11Lord Ilfoulevorer ,ms ca ll ed the s l acke r of the Remove, and he ,;as popular
ly supposed to be almost too lazy to live. But during tho following ten minutes 
ho did not look much like a slncker. His lordship's nob l e blood was boiling, end 
he sailed into Skinner in a way th .~t made the Removi tes roar . applause. The 
wretched schomer had to go through it. When he threw himself on the floor and 
r efused to rise, Bob Cherry dragged him up by the ears 9 and after that had 
happened twice, Skinner fought i t ou t . It was a terrific fight. And v,hen it wa s 
al l over, Skinner l ay on the f l oor a complete wreck. Then Sidney James Snoop, 
who had wa.tched the scene with bulging eyes, was called upon t ,o ta.ko h is turn. 
He took it. By the time his lordship had finished 9 Snoop was as great a wreck 
as Skinner. 

"Now kick them out, begacl!" gasped his lordship. 
"Skinner and Snoop wero kicked out. Bob Cherry patted M:aul evere r on the 

back. 11 

"Good old House of Lords," chuckl ed Bob. "If anybody ca ll s you a slack e r 
again , Mauly, I 1 11 ca ll him n. Prussian. "+ 

11Begad, I'm quite tired, 11 gasped his l ordsh i p , sinking on t he sofa. "Did 
I give them a good licking?" 

"Ha, ha! Terrific. 11 

The time came when Sir Jimmy, Lj_ke Piet Del a rey who a lso sh a red Eauly 1 s 
study, mor e or less faded out of the picture 9 thou gh (officially) both re mained 
in the Remove until the end of the MAGUET. 

One other celebrated happening must be mentioned, which occurred in lf.LAGNEI' 
No . 9 58 "The Slacker I s .Awakening ". 'l1he Famous Jt'i ve had arra11ged a picnic with 
Peter Hazeldene 9 Marjorie and Clara at the Old Priory, and rooted out a reluctant 
:Ma.uly to go with them. Re 9 lazy fellow 9 wh en called upon to do his shnre of 
carrying dropped his end of the basket and broke tho eggs; then later, given 
'Il'fiss Primroso' s cake to carry, fell behind 9 sat down to rest and dozed off . 
Bunt er horned in and at o the ca.1<:e, but Cecil Pons on by, ar riving just as i\.iauly 
awake n ed, got tho blame. Mauly enraged, and not a littl e alarmed at the prospect 
of facin g Clara without the cake, pushed back his cuffs 9 o.nd tackled Pon. For 
throe or four minute s they fought hard 9 then the yellow streak shewed. Pon 
rotree:ted n.nd then r an. 

---------- ------....... 
·* MAGMEl' No. 471. + The time was 1917. 
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"Oh, ga.d 9
11 gasped Lord Maule voro r. 11You rotten f u nk:9 come back! Do you 

think I 1 m go in' to r a ce afte r you on a hot afternoon? Como bo.ck ! 11 

Pon subsequently us ed his cntapult to annoy tho gir ls and got i nto further 
tr oub l e. Ho got h i s rovongc l ate r 9 whon tho Greyfric,rs, party descended into the 
Yaults 

9 
by rolling t ho flagstone cover over tho ent ro.nc e 9 t he r eby trn.pping them 

below. They tried t o make their way t o the Greyfriars end of the passage but 
their torch es failed and i n tho dark ness Marjori e and l'iauly got l ost . Mauly 
r efused to give i n or to shew fear and resolut e l y tri ed to feel the way back t o 
the main passage. In tim e the s tr a in told on Mar jori e and s he fainted. Maul y 
p ic ked her u p and staggered on. Finally 9 Peter Todd heard the others knocking 
on the Gre yf riars door and got ttP . Quel ch to open it. M:auly and Mar jorie were 
found a t t he l ast gasp and brough t back to the daylight, to the great relief of 
all 9 and especially of Bob Cherry. 

·X··X· ** ,(-**-l(·*****·lH•·*****·il-·X ****·X·*******·**·X-~·-l,-*·*********·********** ·l!--l<·****·**·*',H·-X·********** 
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p p p N A NA 

Collop the Firsti llhat 1 s in a na~e? 

As long as Golden Apples grow 
King Pip pin 1 s name shall live. 

Tim Pippin 9 when one comes to consider it 9 has all along had a grave dis
advantage to contend with in establishing for himself a favoured place amongst 
the great heroes of adventurous fiction: the disadvantage of an inappropriate 
name. That he has succeeded, in spite of this 9 in gaining the devotion 9 often 
the lifelong devotion of many thousands of readers over a period now of 85 years? 
is not the least achievement of that indomitable spirit in him 9 which triumphed 
over dangers and monsters unnumbered. But the disadvantage of that unfortunate 
name of his 9 which nobody who has once been converted to him would dream of wish
ing to alter, has been more difficult to contend against than all his gigantic 
adversaries with their redundant heads 9 mag:i.cal powers 9 charmed li ves and other 
extraordinary attr ibutes. 

Not that the name is in itself a poor sort of name. It is anything but 
that. It is arresting, it fixes itself instantly in the memory9 the1'e is fasci
nation in it. But is it fascination of the right sort? There is 9 one must 
adrnit 9 something shrill and pip in g about those three so slightly differentiated 
syllables 9 Tim-.Pip - pin, all vvi th the same short 9 high-pitched vowel. It is a 
name that, if one knew nothing of the heroic enterprise associated with it 9 would 
se em to belong to the catego1·y of such nursery rhyme worthies as Tommy Tucker, 
Simple Simon, Jack Rorne 1' and the rest of them, or even of ani mal favourites like 
T:i.gcr Ti m9 Dunny Flopkins or Teddy Tail, rather than to that 9 say, of King Arthur 9 

Sie gfried or .Amadis of Gaul. 1rhere is something too childlilce 9 too childish 
even 9 about the name Tim Pippin 9 that took a tremendous amount of living down. 
This becomes clear when one compares it with the more ohall enging names of the 
many heroes of fairy-tale bloods 9 who followed closely in his wa.1ce9 e.xploi ting 
his success 9 such as s. Hol l and I s Dick Daring, Prince Ludo and Winfred, l!,. C. 
Thomson 1 s Prince Cole, IT. Villiers ' Prince Silverspear 9 Alfred T. Philipps' 
Prince Goldenwings or Lle vrellyn Longfellow ' s Prince Boldwin. That is the kind of 
nmne to have. One s ees it even wi thin the Tim Pippin stories themselves, when 
the hero's great rival is called Pr inc e Dreadnought, his grandfather Old Ansel m, 
his uncle Frank the Fearle s s. R. M.H. Qui ttenton 1 s own later hero es of the Tim 
Pippin type have the a.dvantage of robust 9 full-sounding names g Jack the Valiant 
and Tor. The long-lost noble kinsmen whom Tim Pippin's son discovers in t he 
lat er se~uels bear such names as King Felix, Prince Constantine and Prince 
Gustavus 9 his associates in his final advantures are Orlando and General Parado x 9 

and such names as Prince Honour-B ri ght and Prince Ferdinand run in his family on 
the maternal side. Vlhat chance would the falsetto name ' Tim Pippin' evor hav e 
amongst such sonorous 9 romantic and Rurite.nian names as these, except in the eyes 
of those who are no outsiders, but h~ve the firm conviction implanted in them _ . ____ ... ___ , __ _ 
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from their t enderest years that this Tim ~ippin is the ga ll antest 9 his name the 
fines t of them al l? 1rhe mere outside r cannot and wil l not take a hero with such 
a name as Tim Pippin seriously . 

How is it to be accounted for that R.M.Il. Qu.ittenton 9 master as he was in 
the devising of appropriate and magnificent names 9 should 9 in the most important 
case of' all 9 that of his incomp arabl e hero 9 apparently have blundered? One point 
to be considered is that the na me 1Pi pp in 1 in itself might just have passed 
muster for the purposes of heroism uncl rom ance 9 if tho appe ll a tion coupled with 
it had been calculated to neutral iz e the associations of diminutiveness and 
oddity i nherent in it 9 instead of r einforcin g th om9 as ' Ti mi unfortunately does. 
This is shown by the title of Eleanor Farjeon I s sophisticated ' Martin Pippin in 
the Apple Orchard' (1921) 9 the hero of which 9 a wandering minstrel initiated into 
the secret beauties of nature, is at once felt to have quite tho ri ght name 9 the 
suffici en tly dignified name. 

Actually the name 1King Pippin ' (and ou r Tim Pippin acquires the title of 
'King' Gar ly in his adventures and is often knovm by it) had been widely current 
for at least a century befor e R.M.H. Qu.ittenton made use of it. It goes back 9 we 
can 1rn cGrtain 9 to that King Pepin the Brief 9 father of Charlemagne and first 
king of i<'rance, who died in 768 A. D. and who figures in some of the old romances 
of chivalry of the Cbarloma.gne cycle 9 especially in the l ate mediaeval story of 
Valentine and Orson . This story 9 twic e dramatized in the age of Shakespeare 9 was 
ext re mely popular in England dovm to the beginning of the present century. Thomas 
Dibdin's _va~ontino and Orson 9 produced at Covent Garden in 1 804 as ' one continued 
scone of unmitigated splendour • 9 had proba..bly something of the q_uality of panto
mime - it was largely in dumbshow 9 and the famous clown Grimaldi appe ared promi
n ontly in it. Speaight r eco~cds no fewer than seven different publications of 
~lin~_nd Ors9E_ for the toy theatre 9 based on this production or on reviv a ls 
of it 9 bct,mon 1812 and 1829 9 apart from Skelt 1 s r eprint of 1835. Christmas 1837 
th e r,:i was produced at Drury Lane a pantomime g Hat!,.eguin and King Pepin 2 or 
Valentine _and OrsoJ:?:. But before this date th e name of King Pepin or Kin g Pippin 
had become detached from it s original connection with the Val entino and Orson 
story for pantomime purposes 9 and for other purposes too. 'rhere had been in 1834 
a pantomime whic h was a l so destined to become a favourite of the toy theatre 9 

en titl eclg Ra=£_lcqui~ttl e Kin_g_ Pippin, or the Golden c~cown and the Goblin of 
the Apple 9 full of pol itic a l a llu s ionG to the Reform Bill and of pictur es of 
1ondon s·t;reot life. Here Litt le King Pip pin seems to h u.vo been a schoolgirl . 

Th e name Kin_g Pippi£ wn,s abovo a ll employed tot ,s in gl y as an ironical term 
of ende arment for the spoi lt and self-assertive child 9 t he mother's darling - us 
a later generation was to spe ak: of' 'His Tuiajesty the Child ' - and more oft en than 
not the epithet I Littl e I was prefi xe d to i t. It must have been well est ablished 
i n this sense v..s early a s 1786 9 as Elizabe th Newbery in that year published a 
mor a l bookl e t for children under the title : 'Th e Histo r y of Little Kinf£ Pippi n ' 0 

Th e Oxford Dj_ctio nary of ifo rsery Rhymes 9 from which most of this inform ation is 
gleaned 9 g ives various examples of the way in which th e name of Little King 
Pippin was usod in the lat er 18th and earlier 19th centuries. Th ere is the rhyme: 

Little King Pippin he built a fine hall 9 

Pie-crust and ~astry-crust that wa~ the wall ~ 
Th e wi ndows were made of black pudding and whi t c 9 

And sl ate d with punceJces 9 you no 1 e r sv,w the like. 

- -·---·----------- ---------- - --·- - -... ~--~·--- -~-"'~ ... ---.. ~-·- -
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The association of th H name I Pippin' either with apple-p i es or wit h orc ha rds was 
in evit ab l e; we fin d it not only here, but also in the 1834 pantomime wit h t he 
Goblin of the Apple and Puddin g Lano and Pie Corner; w~ f in d it in Eleanor 
Farj eon's Martin Pippin in the Apple Or~ 9 and we find it in the Tim Pippin 
stories too, where th e hero marries the daught er of King Gold en-Appl e . In some 
versions of the nursery r hyme here quot ed th e name is corrup ted to Little King 
_Boggen or Bobbin. 

I n liovember 1804 GilJrayi satirizin g N~pol eon for procl aimin g himself 
Emperor, produ .ced a ca ri cature with the verse beneath it g 

The r e 's a littl e Ki ng Pippin: 
He shall have Rattle and Crown. 
Bles s thy wits, my Baby 9 

Mind it don't throw itself down. 

The present wri ter owns a little chapbook of about 1820 ent itl ed ' King 
Pippin's Deligh t 1 

9 containing nursery rhymes , the first being: 

King Pippin le ads 
His valiant men 
First up the hill, 
Then down again . 

This i s, of course, a va ria nt of the rhyme, familiar to all of us , about the 
' brave old Duke of York '. Other versio ns are recorded, i n which the protagonist 
is the ' mi ghty Ki ng of Fr ance ', ' Napoleon' and th e 'Duke of Cwnberla.nd'. Yet 
anothe r nursery rhyme t hat has some be arin g on our theme begins: 

As I was going up Pippen Hill 9 
Pippen Hill was dirt y . 

It i s c l ear th at the name Pipp in was very much in t he ai r all through t he 
years of R.M. H, Qui"cten t on ' s own child hood - he was born i n 1833 - and no doubt 
it was familiar to him 9 i f not from pantomimes 9 then from nursery rhymes. It was 
st ill popular enough in 1865 for the Drury Le.ne Christmas pantomime of that year 
to bear the title: Li ttl e King Pippin! or Har l equin Fortunatus and the ~ag ic 
Purse and Wishing Ca~"£· This br ings us down to the very eve of the one and only 
Ti m Pippin's first appearance . We can see well enough where his name must have 
come from - but we can a lso see th at it had already from the outset 9 even before 
Quitt enton added 1Tim 1 to it 9 quite unh oroic

9 
ir onica l and diminutive 

associations . 

H is to be noted that I pi ppin 1 had also since the middle of the 17th cen 
tury been a common slang t erm both of endearment and of abuse 9 part icu larly among 
costermongers, r athe r li ke our ' fe llo w', 'chap ' or 'blok e ' , It was still popular 
in this sense in 1847 1 as is shown by the fo llo wing passage i n Albert Smith ' s 
sat i rica l ' Natura l His t or y of the Gent ' of that yearg 

The Gent i o of comparative l y l ate creation. He has sprung from tho 
origin.:i l unt ut ored man by combinations of chance and cul ti vation

9 
in the same 

manner as the l ater varieties of fancy pippins have been produ ced by the de
vices of artful market - gardene r s ••• The fashion which Gents have of occasion 
ally addressing one nnother as ' my pi ppin ' f avours this ana l ogy; and when they 
use this figure of speech, they pron ounc e it as fo llo ws , - plac i ng great 
st ·ress on the first l etter , and then waitin g avihil e for the r est

9 
- 1Ullo

9 
my 

P-i ppin l 1 ___________ .. __ .... __ _ ____________ ,, _____________ ,.....,,,.. ___ ,, 



The word r pippin' was undoubtE:tdly fnmiliar to Qui tt cnton a l so in this usage, 
which aga in 9 howevcI· 9 has little to commend it from the point of vi ew of heroism 
and high rom unc o. 

All this may help us to und0rst and how Qui tte nton a rrived at the name 
rTim Pi ppin 1 

9 but it still does not help us i.,t all to understand how he came to 
give that name, wi th its ironic a l and i nfantile a.s so ciations 9 to a hero of heroes. 
The explanation for that lies else wher e . 'r o begin with Tim Pipp in was not con
ceived of quite ~s t he impos ing and unrivalle d hero that he wa s l ate r to become -
we mo..y even suppose that his author e.t first intended to treat him somewhat whi m
sically, even ir onica lly. Qui ttertton•s po int of departure had b een Grimm's 
1 G:':1.ll an t Littl e Ta ilor' 9 of which he had. written an adaptat ion wit h unexpected 
success und er the significant title 1l:!iini k iu 1 • The only re ade r s envisaged to 
b eg in with were those under ten years old 9 and consequently Tim Pip:pin was con
ceived of us a ki nd of Hop .o ' my Thumb or even Tom Thumbg 

The vill age rs a l ways used to c a ll him ' Little Tim 1 ; for he was a very 
small boy 9 a lt hough he was nearly sixteen yea rs of age ••• Tim was a very 
nice boy, though h e was small for his years. Good stuff is often found i n 
little room 9 and so it was with Tim. 

In tho ea rli e r chapters of the fi-rst story 9 Giantland, the chi ef source of int er
est, more even than Tim's heroism 9 is the evoking of such fantastic situ a tions as 
a.re found in Gulliv Gr 1 s T r ave ls or in 'l'om Thumb; Tim goes for a s,vim in a giant 's 
shoe which has boc omo filled with r a in-w ate r, t aking it for a lake; he finds 
p l enty of roo m to waJk about and go to sleep inside a giant ' s nightcap; he 
encrages in a fight with a giant flea 9 which is as large a s himself. Re i s regu
l ar l y r eferred t o as 1 our little hero' or 1 lit tle Ti m'. So l ong as he was con
cei ve d of in t hi s way 9 t he Tom-Thumb-like name tT i m Pippin' was quite su it able 
for him. But very soon this chang es - the giants are no longer so va st, and he, 
who had lJeen no bigger thon a gia nt fJ.ea 9 is now equa l in size to a gi a nt rat. 
One of the curious results of this i s t ha t the two first giants he kills are also 
by far the biggest ones. By the time t hat he comes out at the other side of 
Giant-Land to the Granite Cast l e and the Marble Palace 9 he i s no longer unduly 
diminuti vo i n :proport io n to the other human beings 9 hostile or wel l- disposed, 
with whom he com0s in contact . He is a PYf!J11Y now on l y from th0 giant I s, but not 
fro m the hu.._TtJan point of viow. Something of the ori ginal whi msi c al and ironical 
int entions of the au thor appea r s still in t he names of King Golden - Ap:plo arrl of 
his f aithful equer r y , Lo1·d Fid d l est ic k, 1?ut for the rest the entire royal wor l d 
in which the hero now moves i s inv ested with d i gn ity and meant to be taken q_uitG 
seriously 9 :pl a;yfu lnes s and humour be in g reserved for the :presentation of' the 
giants and of such occasional membe'.l.' 8 of the humbler classes as the old tailor 
Snip and his wi fe 9 Simon the Sergeant 9 or Cris:pin the Cobbler. There are to be 
no smiles at the expense of t ho hero . His origina l diminutiveness is indeed not 
completely l ost sight of, but as little as possible is made of it. At the b e
ginn i n g of the f i fth and l a st of' th o stories, The Gold.en Pheasant 9 Qui ttenton 
does his best to · so rt a ll this out; 

T i m he.d g1'0,vn co ns id erab l y during the l a st two years, but still h e was 
not very ta.1 1 9 be i ng only five f ee t fou:r ' in his stocking feet' (later correct 
ed to .!c:;toc k i ~ ) 9 and not likely to gro w any taller ••• '.Phe r o is -3,n old saying 
' that good stuff li es in lit t l e roo m•, and. this apt l y appli Gd. to Tim. HG had 
a dauntless and fearless spirit, wonderful sagacity 9 a soul of honour, a de
t e rmin a t ion to c rush ovildoers 9 and the se good qualities more thnn atoned for ------ ·-- - ________________________ .. _____ , ____ .......... ____ _ 
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his smal lne ss of stat ur e . 

I f Quittenton had foreseen from the outset tho fu ll scale of heroic great 
ness to which his hero was des tin ed to d tnre lop 9 one may safe l y assume that he 
would h cve gi ven hi m some otho r 9 mor e he roic name. But the mis chi ef had beon 
done. Th e name onco givon to him, in app ropri e..te though it i .n i t so lf was 9 had 
endeared him to thousi:mds. It had to b0 ret ai ned - ruid when tho time came for a 
son to follow in hi s footsteps 9 it was i mposs ibl e t hat any other nnme t han Ti!£_ 
Pippin shou ld bo gt ven to him also 9 though nothing v.-as indicat ed one way or the 
other as to his st atu r e, beyond th o words : •In appearanc e ho is the very model 
of his Royal father. Re i s of slender form ••• • 

It i's probab l e th at Qui ttenton had a personal affection for the nn.me 1Tim 1 
9 

which may we ll have been suegested to him in part 9 great admire r and personal 
acg.uaintance of Charles Dickens as he was 9 by Tiny Tim in the Christmas Co.rel 
(1843). t vfe sha ll continue to ca ll him Tim Pi pp in' 9 he s ays 9 al most defiantly , 
of his hero, in the fi rst chapter of _]Aonsterland. 9 'though he was a Ki ng 9 because 
Pri mros e always addressed him thus, and she lov ed the name.' Only twice is the 
full form 1Tim othy 1 give n 9 and in the second of th ese cas es it was el i minated 
aga in in some of the later versions. 

Actually Quittenton originally devised the name 'Ti m Pippin' for a very 
different personage fro m th e heroic giant - slayer who was to make it so fl3Jllous. 
On ,Janu ary 28th 1865 he had published in Henderson's Househol d Journal a story 
ent Hl ed Tim Pi pin and the Currant Loaf (:re-issu ed in Marc h 1867 in Juvenile 
-~vmes and Litt l e Sto~. I t i s a story for very small children about a little 
boy who urea.ms that he eats his grandmother's curr ant loaf 9 to prevent it being 
tal rnn away by th e f ai ries. It was original l y for a gr eed y littl e boy of this 
kind that Quittenton coined the name Tim Pippin - for a lit tle boy who does in
deed b e long t o the category of Tommy Tuc ker and Simple Simon. In 1910 this 
story was reprinted in Young Folks Talcs _ No. 164 - but the na me of the little boy 
was now changed from T·i m Pippin to Tommy Tucker. It is remarkable th at Quitten 
ton9 in May 1872 9 in embarking on the seri al story of the youthful giant -kill er 
that was to have such vast success and run on to such i mmense lengt h 9 should at 
first have conceived of his hero in such s way th at the name of' the greedy little 
boy with t he cu rr ant loaf of se v en years earlier cou ld be transferr ed to him . 

Quittenton •s publishers, Hendersons 9 c ertainly found that the name Tim 
Pipp in 9 attractive though it was to some readers 9 put many othe r potential ones 
off. This is appa r en t from t he way in which t hey were at pa ins to keep the name 
of the hero (espec i ally 'Tim') as much as possible out of the t i tle, or at least 
out of tho main title of the sto ri es 9 above all when they wor e published in book
forro. The first complete edition in book-form (in 1876) was advertised as 1 Giant
L~1d. being the ComElete History of Kin g Pi pp i n '. The adventures of Ti m Pippin's 
son appeared in Story - Nuggets in 1899-1900 under the ti tlo ' '.i.1ho Princ e of Giant
Land'. One who must have felt pa r t icul a rl y strongly on thi s point was the ed i tor 
who was responsible fo r tho third ser i a liz at io n of the Tim Pi pp i n stor i os 9 in 
Young Folks ~ 1889-1890 - a t ask which he certainly engaged upon only und er 
pressure and most roluctantly 9 as it conflicted wit h hi s energet ic policy of i m
posing as adult and highbrow a charD.ctor as possible on t he per io dical . In re 
pr i nting the !_tng Pippin and Mons terland stories from the 1881 abridgement this 
ediho r merciless l y doleted th e name ' Ti m1 with his blu e pencil hundreds of ·times 9 
subs tituting for it 'our hero' 9 'Kin g Pippin ' , 'hi s Majesty ' or whatever e l se 
suggested i ts elf to him. Primrose, inst ead of I having confidence in Ti m' s 

--·--- ·---- ·---------------------- ·--- ----,-------·-
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prowess ' , was mnde to have confidence i n 'h er g~ ll~ t husband's prowess' . The 

hippogriff, in stead of \7hinnying: 1 I know what I'm about, Master Tim, ' was made 

to whinny : 1 I know what I I m abou t 9 Ki ng PiJ?.p,in'. 'rhe hero h i mself 9 in st oad of 

saying: 'But I'll kill him yet , or my nrune's not Ti!!!_ Pippin ', was made to say: 
1 -or my name I s not Pi ppin t. In r ep ly to a ll of which one migh t uoll foel i nc li n

ed to q_uote the he ro I s ow·n defiant wor ds to t ha t mystoi·ious horseman, tho Forest 

Fiend: 1 I run not ushruncd of my name. It is Tili PIPPIN !' 

********************************************************************************** 
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BROVVSI i\JG IN H.AMILTON 
by JACK WOOD 
****°1(·~· -lE-

BYWAYS 

So much has been said and written in recent years about the main roads of 
Ch~rles Hamilton creations that I think i t might be v1ell for a brief space ·to for
get the familiar figures and surroundings of Greyfriars 9 St, Jim 1 s

9 
Rookwood

9 
Highcliffe 9 Cliff House 9 Cedar Creek 9 Rylcombe Grammar School 9 Bagshot, and their 
immediat e neighbours and, instead 9 t o wande r down some of the l eaf ier lanes

9 
the 

picturesque byv.,ays 9 of Hamilton i an scholastic life. 

This projected jau nt does not pretend to be fully comprehensive 9 for the 
passage of time prevents all but the most avid collector 9 or the most retentive 
of memories 9 achieving such a herculea n task. All I hope to do is to recapture 
from my own reading and from the wr i tings of othe r s something of the Ramil ton 
story which has given pleasure for over 50 years. 

I do not claim that I have always read the originals; in many cases I 
have, but in others it has been reprints which I h~ve read. Nevertheless 9 I hope 
my observations will be of interest, and not too familiar. 

My own roading begins in 1905 with Charles Hamilt on I s The Fifth Form a.t 
Fernley, a short story in Union Jack 106 9 dated October 21. It is not, I believe, 
Charles Hamilton's eai·liest work, for I think ho had already been wri ting for 
other A.P. publications, but it shows signs of the power to come. 

It is the story of the rivalry for the goodwill of Squire Geoffrey Lowther
9 

of Lowther Dene, Townley 9 near Ipswich 9 of his nophcwo 9 Harry Talbot 9 of tho 
School House Fifth, n!ld Hubert La..11gl ey 9 of the J:Jow House Fifth. Langley plots 
with his friond 9 Cecil Knowles, also of the lifow House Fifth, to get Talbot out of 
the Pernley team to pl ay St. Fred.a.1 s 9 which is three miles awa.y. Other characters 
to whom we are introduced arc Helston 9 Fernley ca:ptain 9 Dick Russell, Talbot I s 
studymate; Caleb Carthew, an odd and elderly character who lives a hermit's exist
cmce in Fernley Wood, near the Haunted Pool; Steve Low<?-, better known as Seth, tho 
poacher; Lorna Desraond9 daughtor of the Fernley principal; Joncs 9 the New House 
goal -k eeper; Groene of the School Ilouse Sixth; Mr. Tig g , the bookio

9 
who lives at 

the Golden Lion 9 Fernley village; Inspector Snipe, stationed at Fernley; Towle, a 
Fifth -for mer; Wilkins, tho driver of the Fernley school brake; Da.venport

9 
the St. 

Freda's skipp3 r; and the medical men, Dr. Da:rrel a.ud Dr. Musgrave . As a passing 
no·te 9 it is perhaps worthy of remark that like so many other Hamilton schools

9 
Fe rnl ey ' s colours are blue and white . 

Round about 1907 9 I believe 9 a lt hough I have only read the reprints in 
lat er Holiday Annuals, ther e appeared in the Gem stories of Clavoring n.nd Tom 
Merry 's ear ly days by Martin Clifford. 

Even in the brief tim e the Clavering series lastod 9 we got a gl impse of the 
place and its surroundings. Tho boys playing in the Close; going for cross country 
runs over Clavering Moor9 farm er Oliphant 1 s land, or Sir Alexander ' s :park; visit
ing High Clavering where the first tram of the day from London arrived. at 12-15 ____________________ , _________ _ 
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p.m.; boxing under the elms behind the boathouse; calling at the old water mill 
beside the stream at High 'Clavering; or calling at the lighthouse overlooking the 
North Sea . We re ad ily recall the personalities of such famo1.:1s Shellites as Mer ry, 
Manners 9 Lowther? Jimson ( who was the jo!::er of the form) 9 Clark, Goro 9 Phipps and 
French; Mr. Railton 9 the youthful 11Head 11 and old friend of Dr. Holmes of St. 
Jim 1 s 9 Mr. Quelch, the Shell mastcr 9 H_e;r2·0tto Friedrick Schnider, the German 
master, \"{i ngate 9 the school captc;1i119 North, his friend. 9 Giles the porter, 11Fatty 11 

Daly 9 another prefect, and Devigne 9 the captain of the Fifth. In the following 
year, 1908 9 which saw the b ir th of Greyf'riars 9 Char les Ifomilton was writing in 
the Boys' Herald about Cli-..reden. r-t; was in No. 281 9 d.ated Dec. 5

9 
A iuxed i\fatch

9 

th.a;t Hamilton first introduced us to the laughable theme of rugby and soccer 
being played in the same game. This time it was d.ue to a misunderstanding be
t ween Micky li'lynn 9 the Irish member of the Cliv eden Combine - Dick ~ievi ll e

9 
junior 

captai n; li'lynn; and Li nco l n G. Poindexter, son of a corn beef king
9 

of Study No. 
4 in the Fourth - and. Patrick Sulli van 9 of the l ocal M\1ggleton Wanderers. Train 
is t aken from Clivedale to Carbury 9 thence by Johnny's braJ .rn to Muggleton . We 
are also intro duced to redheads Pankhurst and Sid . Price 9 ~Che Old Firm, of Study 
10 in the Fou rth; Trevelyan 9 schoo l capt; Grahame, the school's most unpopular 
prefec t 9 who has a cousin in the Mu.ggleton team; and Jack Harris

9 
the Nuggleton 

captain. The Cliveden junior team is given as Medway (or Philpott); Gi·een and 
Price; Gatty Simpson and Flynn; Poindexter, Pankhurst

9 
Neville, Cameron and White. 

Cliveden 9 who played in red shirts and white shorts
9 

scored 8 goals and 
~ugg l eton had 52 points . Now9 I must jump several years until the early 20's

9 
just nfte r the first \1orld War . The context is Nugget Library 32

9 
The Secret of 

·th o School 9 by Hamilton . Obvi ously a reprint 9 as most stories in this Library 
,;,ere 9 this introduc es St. Cynthia 1 s 9 a school set near Lonsfield station, the 
Glynhurst estate 9 and the o ld pri ory ruins in GJ.yndalc Wood. 

Here again we come up against the familiar story of a missin g heir to a 
title and a fortune. Before the story opened 9 the yacht Petrel

9 
owned by Fr ancis 

Glyn 9 nephew and heir of Sir Arthur Glyn 9 B-t. 9 of Glynhurst Manor
9 

was lost 
thanks to the machinations of the present holde1· of the ti tle

9 
Sir Nevil whose 

own nephew and boir 9 Philip Darke 9 is a bull;ying prefect at St. Cynthia's. 

The story te ll s o:E' the effo rts to prevent the r eal baron et
9 

Arthur Clare
9 

son of Sir Arthur, finding out th e truth. Arthur 9 a mystery youth
9 

has been 
plac ed by an odd character 9 Gabriel Locko 9 as a protege of Dr. Bornard Earle

9 
an 

old friend 9 who has succeeded Dr . Cranborne as hea.d of St . Cynthia's. Cl,uo to 
CJ.a.re ' s identity is a black box hidden i n the abbey ruins . 

In the senrch for tlw Socrot of the School 9 wo are mado familiar with such 
characters as Sidney Blako 9 described as the 199th boy at St. Cynthia's; his 
Lower F'ourth :form friends Cocil Langdnlo :::i.nd Pat 0' Connor; Toggles 

9 
the school 

port or; .Mossoo Renaud, tho French l\laster; Langdale; the School's great fighting 
mnn; Jim Rico 9 cad of the Uppe r Fou rth and Darke 1 s fug; Mr. Carton

9 
t h e Lower 

Fourth master; Ainger 9 Clare's Sixth Form chum; Dacre 9 Darke's pal; Taylor of the 
Lower Fourth; Viilkinson 9 of' the Sixth and school goal -k eeper; Jones

9 
of the Lower 

Fourth; Ilancock 9 ano ther Darkeite 9 Perkins 9 Smith and Norris of the same Form; 
Brice of the Upper Fifth; Viarrington 9 the captain of Clyf'fe College; Mr. Keene, 
the d.etect iv e; and a curious pub li c school atmosphere of dim gaslight 

9 
preposi tors, 

and conversations in which boys are addressed as 11ohap:py11
0 

Round about the same t ime 9 Hamil ton, as Clifford Clive
9 

had written 
another story which wi11 recal l varied memor i es for different readers today. I t 

·--- -·- -- - - -- - -- -- ·--- ···-----·-- -·"·--·-·---·" 
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was all about St. Kits, and the yarn appeared in Hinton's ill-fated School and 
Sport 9 was reprinted in the Boy 1 s Friend in 1924, and followed by a seq_uel in 
1925, The Captain of the Fou.rth. 

It was one of Hamilton's "Nameless" stories 9 and dealt with the adventures 
of Harry Nameless, later found to be Harry rlilmot, cousin of Aubrey St. Leger. A 
very similar theme, of course, to the Clare of Righcliffe stories and it was tied 
in with the Rookwood yarns by Ov.ren Conquest in the Boys I Friend. 

Personally, I have road the later reprints in the S.O.L. 9 when they are 
attributed to Frank Richards. St. Christopher's, better known as St. Kits, where 
Frank Richards is said to have had his early schooling before going to Cedar 
Creek, is situated noa.r tho Sussex town of Wicke. The School House is an ancient 
building, much added to over the centuries, and possesses an impressive old grey 
tower reached across the oak-fringed quad from the ancient stone gateway. 

As befits an ancient foundation, the school offers a Foundation Scholar
ship, a Fortescue Prize for Classics and a f.Toodford Gold Meiial for Mathematics. 

Headmaster is Dr. Chenies, who is married, and other members of the staff 
are :Tuir. Rawlings (Fourth) 9 Mrs. Brown (housekeeper) 9 Tuckle (page) 9 Old Coote 
(porter), Mr. Tulke (5th), Mrs. Coote( tuck shop), Mr. Rattrcy (Shell), Mr. 
Sheldon (3rd) and Mrs. Honour (house drune) ... 

The author has sketched in the topography of the school and district with 
surprising det a il. We ca.n, for instance, readily picture the peace nnd quiet of 
the Cloisters; the noise of The Glory Hole or junior common room on the lower 
floor; the grimness of t-he Rat Trap, the punishment room on the third floor 
reached by a narrow staircase from the dormitory corridor; the convenient out
house under the boxroom window behind the School House; and the narrow second 
stairs f:rom landing to the Fourth Form passage, and staircase with an inviting 
curve to th e bromisters. Further afield v7e hav0 Mrs. Wodger' s tuckshop with its 
t wo worn steps dowtl to it fr om Wicke High St.; the swift flowing River Vlicke with 
the deep, dangerous Pool below the bridge in Wicke Lane; Lyncroft School a mile 
away beyond Lynn Wood; the wood itself 9 out of bounds because of constant battles 
with Turkey and Co. of Lyncroft; the town of Lynn, with its picturesque ruins of 
Lyncroft '.::astle~ Uncle Shrubb 1 s tuckshop in \"licke; the local hostelries, The 
Peal of Bells at Lynn; the Rod Cow, Wicke; and the Lizard; and a fleeting refer
ence to Lynn racecourse. 

Central figure is Hurry Nameless, who has been brought up at the seaside 
village of South Cove (station Southwood) by the Rev. Carew, an old St. Kit's 
man, and Jack Straw, the old fisherman who rescued him as a baby from a drifting 
boat. 

Harry, who ,,ins the Foundation Scholarship, makes a good start by diving 
off the bridge into the Pool to re : cue the Hon. Algernon Aubrey S·to Legor 9 tho 
dandy of the Fourth and second son of Edwnrd 9 Earl of Westcourt 9 an old boy and 
gqvcrnor of the School. Harry's brave act is seen by Oliphant, captain of the 
school, and Rupert i-:akc 9 his Sixth Form companion. 

Harry 9 who is then placed with St. Leger and his studymate 9 Cuthbert 
Archibald (Bunny) Bootles in Study 5 in the Fourth, has many adventures before he 
becomes captain of the Fourth . and finds that he is the long-lost son of Col, 
Wilmot, St. Leger's uncle, and an old boy o.nd governor of St. Kit's. His mother, 
Lucy ~-dlmot, died in Egypt where the colonel had been stationed, and Harry was 

-----·- ·----- - - --------~-- - ---- · 
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believed drowned in a storm at sea on his way to England. 

Outside the main Hamiltonian school stories, few are mor comprehensive ly 
documented than the St. Kit I s series. We are introduced to a host of characters 
outside the Fourth where the principal action is centr ed. 

There are, in the Sixth 9 Oliphant; 1'7ake; Gerald Carsdale 9 tho bullying 
prefect; and Beauchamp~ the glass of fashion and mould of form in the Upper 
School; in the Fifth 9 Hilton 9 the captain and a decent type who often referees 
junior games; Price; and Gunter; in the Shell; Eric Babtie 9 captain and goal
keeper; Verney major; Scott; and Lister; and in the Third 9 Fisher (Oliphant's 
fag); West mino r; Judson minimus; and Jones minimus. 

In the Fourth we have Vernon Carton 9 captain until ousted by Wilmot, and · 
richest fellow in the school 9 Dick Durance 9 Rex Tracy and Lumley, th e nuts or 
Goats of Top Study 9 No. 9; Cat.esby and Jones minor (1fo. 1), Wilmot, St. Leger and 
Bootles (No. 5); Myers and. Wheatford (No. 4) 9 Perciv a l Stubbs and Elliott (No. 
6); Dugald Scott, a Scot a nd a swot, and 0 1 Donoghue (No. 7); Handel Mozart 
(Tinker) Smith 9 a musician 9 Lane and Leigh (No. 8); Licke 9 naturalist and head 
of Debating Society 9 Carey, ~aelton 9 Howard 9 and Robert Rake 9 an Australian nGw
comer who "swing" an election. 

Outside the pupils we have Randolph Carker; Rake V.C. with whom Col. Wilmo t 
once shared Top Study; aunts Georgina and Cordelia St. Leger, Edward's sisters; 
chauffeur Stimson; iift.n. Huggins, the tramp; plump P.C. Bundy of Hicke; solicitor 
Scupper; Bill Slavey 9 racing tout; Jim Spadger 9 racecourse gang; stout Insp ec tor 
Chater 9 of Lynn; Mr. Gedge 9 of the Peal of Bells; Dick Hawke (Turk ey) 9 Buster 
Bunc e (goalkeeper) 9 Topford (a fo:r;ward) and Fowler of Lyncroft School. 

St. Kit I s colours? Hed stripes as a change strip for their nonnal blue 
and whi te. 'l'he Pourth 9 we are told incident a lly, have two classes on Sundays 9 

Scripture and Milton with their form-master. 

Our next trip into the byways of Hamiltonia brin gs us to the heart of 
Warwickshire where Bishop Tunstall founded St. Dorothy's in the reign of King 
John. St. Dolly 1 s 9 as the school is more po pularly and colloquially known 9 is 
situated near the village of Wyndale 9 and Okeholme is the country railway station 
for th e school. · 

The school is a s tran ge combin ation of Hamiltonian atmosphere. It has the 
one main building of Greyfriars 9 but on the other hand it has 9 within the one 
building the two-house clash of Rookwood or St. Jim's. Her e it is Classicals, 
who study Latin an d Greek 9 and the Moderns ( or Commercials) who take Chemistry 
nx1d German . 

Dr. Cranston is the headmaster, and other members of the staff are Phipps 9 

the house porter; Mr. Manner ing 9 Sixth form master; Mr. Ford of the Fourth; Herr 
Rheinberger, or more fruniliarly, Old Vat er l and; Mr. Staines, of the Fifth. The 
school is so evenly divided that there are 104 pupils in ea ch house 9 until 
Charles Hamilton introduces newcomer Sidn0y Redfern to the Classical Fourth. 

Sidney is the younger brother of Arthur Redfern, a. Sixth former and pre
fect 9 who is trying to bre-tlc away from the Smart Set 9 led by Ransome, of Study 4. 

Lunsford, a Classical 9 is school captain 9 and Knowles is head of the Modern 
side. Redfern junior soon finds himself at home in Study I with · Skelton, Classi
cal 4th captain 9 (a Yorkshireman) and Lunsford 1 s fag 9 and Browne III. But at the 
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same time

9 
be finds himself fagging for Ransome 9 who is not slow to use . him in 

his schemes to prevent Arthur Redfern becoming a reformed character. 

Nevertheless 9 Redfern minor also finds ample time for inter- h ouse rags 
against 'l!affy Morgan 9 a boxer and a former rugger player 9 Rake ;;i.nd Vernon, of 
Study 10

9 
leaders of the Hod. 4th. In fact 9 young Sidney is also no mean boxer 9 

and in addition to bee.ting Morgan he wins a terrific battle with the local 11r>ro 11
9 

the Chicken 9 at the Green Man, r/yndn.le, a fight insti ga ted by Ransome to vtin a 
bet. 

Naturally 
9 

as always 9 virtue is triumphant a,nd Ransome oversteps the mark 
to be expelled. Arthur Redfern becomes skipper 9 and has no greater chrunpion than 
his brother. 

Classical colours are red; the Moderns I blue. St. Dolly's match of the 
se aso n is the Lexham game. Fourth form bedtime is 9., 30 p.m. i'ie may go to 
Burford Races. 

Other characters in the stories are Ransome 9 the weal thy Fell owes 9 Vane 
(Sixth), Allen and Mills (5th), and Gunter and Wake (4th) 9 who compri se the 
Smart Set; Mr. Jimmy Cunliffe 9 landlord, and his friends, ]fass rs. Norrey 9 

Spooner and Buckle 9 of the Green Man; Jimmy Crew 9 the Okeholme bookie; Carne, 
the Modern goalkeeper, and Sixth former; Price and Courtn ey, the Classic a l 6th 
and house left vting pair, Benson, Miller, Phipps, Fatty Spratt 9 (Class _. Fourth) , 
North (o/right), Kelly (goalkeeper) and Harris (Classical Sixth), Plimsoll and 
Milward (Class. Fifth) 9 Norton, David Morgan 9 Harry Rake nnd Harry Vernon, and 
Lumsden (Mod. 4th). 

Another 11character 11 which may bo found wandering in tho Closo is porter 
Phi pps's ra~st iff. 

Tho stories ran in th e Boys' Realm beginning with No. 370 dated July 39 • 

1909 9 and were reprinted in the B.F.L. in tho 1920 1 s. 

During thos e intor- war years, Charles Hamilton was developing tho Gr cy 
friars 9 St . Jim's ;;i.nd Rookwood scenes 9 in addition to these other school stories 9 

and he was also contributing short stories to tho Boys Realm from 1909 onwa rd s. 
One of these l atter was Pye 1 s Big Match in which Pye, the best Gorman scholar at 
Morn ington 9 droams thet he sells his soul to Satan and for r ow<trd helps his 
school to an innings and 177 runs win over their greatest rivals, Underwood. • 
Sha.deo of stories yet to come 9 one of them c:;ven in versG ! 

But back again to the main b-yv,ray of Rrunil-tonia betwe en t ho wars. Th is 
now lead s us to the Greyfriars Herald 9 to yarns subseq_uently reprinted in the 
Holiday Annual and in the later Gems. • 

Charles Hamilton's imagination must surely have been amaz in gly fertile in 
the ha.lcyon days between t he wars 9 for in addition to the schools we have alrea'dy 
vi s ited he also found time to create as unusual an establisbment as I think will · 
be found anywhere in schoh ~st ic fiction. This was 9 of course 9 St. Winifre d I s 9 

transferred because of the rebuilding of the school to the Benbo w9 one of the 
surviving old wooden wa1ls of Nelson's Navy. 

Seamanship amid the masts and shrouds which had seen Trafalgar was an 
unuounl ite m in the school curriculum 0 But even more lmusual vras the fact that 
Owen Conquest 9 Martin Clifford a ncl ]?rank Richards all had a hand in the stories 
of St. Winny's. 

-------------------- ---------···--., ..... - , ... 

.. 
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Conq_uest created tho school 9 Clifford wrote a Holiday Annual story j_n 
1921, and later Frank Richards brought Jack Drake and Dick Rodney from the Benbow 
to Greyfriars in a Gem series. 

The Benbow was anchored on the River Chadway 9 15 miles from St. Jim I s 9 and 
was reached by a pleasant walk through the woods from the village of Chade. 
Fancy coming out of the woods on to the riverside towpath skirt i ng the playing 
fields and seeing the masts rising to the sky from the 11old tub" as the Benbow 
was affectionately known. It was old Admiral Plummy9 chairman of the governors, 
who made the board buy the Benbow. 

St. Winny' s 9 colours green and white 9 had Dr. Goring as its headmaster
9 

and a staff including Mr. Pack:e of the Fourth 9 Mr. Taight of tho Shell 9 Mr. H. 
Vavasour· of the Fifth 9 Dr. Pankey 9 tho fat and jolly medical officor

9 
in:. Plon

9 
the French ma::ri;er9 and M:r. Cnpps 9 the keepe1· of the canteen. 

There are no First and Second forms at St. winny's 9 and so the stories 
are centred on a conflict - not of houses or schools this time 9 but of personali
ties - in the Fourth and She l l forms. The principal protagonists are Vernon 
Danl:ieny9 dandy of the Shell and junior le.s.der 9 and Jack Dra.ke9 of the Fourth

9 
later in life to become Ferrers Locke ' s assistant. 

Daubeny 9 moneyed son of Sir Georg .:::i Daubeny who had spent much of his life 
in Venezuelu 9 is the leader of The Bucks, who like nothing better than a surrep
titio un visit to Gen·Gleman Jim at the Lobster Pot Inn. He lodg es in (;abin liro. 3 
in the Shell passage with Egan and Te r rence 9 and his special pals in an evenly 
divided junior school are Seeley, Chi lc ot 9 and Selwyn of the Shel l 9 Steyne and 
Hubert Ransome of the Sixth and Phi pps of tho Third. 

. In the other camp we have Drake 9 son of a shipowner who has made money in 
Nigeria tin mines; Rodney 9 a sailor ' s son, and their No~ 8 cabin-mat e , Rupert de 
Vere (Tuck ey) Toodles; Sawyer major (form joker), Estcourt 9 Newson9 Norman, 
FurJey 9 Rawlin gs, Hook9 Croft 9 Pierce llaik 9 and Conway (all of th e Fourth)

9 
Troope 9 - of the Shell 9 and Sa~yer minor of the 3r d. 

Drak:0 9 I gather 9 had reformed and broken with the Bucks, no doubt due to 
, Rodney's influenc e 9 and the long Gem series which led to the Benbow sailin g for 
Veni::zue l a and D1·ake I s ulti mate arrival at G:ceyfriars 9 o:9ened with Drake studyin g 
fot·the Founder's Scholarship in order to stay at St. Wi~ny's for anot he r three 

I years. This 9 however, proved to be only his f ather t es ·l;ing the strength of his 
r eformation. 

It was a powerful seri e s 9 and an enjoyabl e one wit h some fi ne writing and 
,cha-:tacterisation 9 even in these Gem reprints. 

; In it we also met 9 of St. Winny's 9 Arlhu:r Lovel ace 9 the kindl y school 
capt ain; Armit age 9 Oliphant and Royce 9 his brothor prufects; and Cecil Poyni ng s

9 
Poole 9 Hamrncsley and TomJ.ins on 9 of the Fifth • 

Geographically 9 we learn that Chadport 9 where the Benbow was refitted for 
se a , is downstr eam from Chade 9 and that Kingsford is the town above Chade . 

In an adventurous s eries before Drake drove the Fifth Form b:r·ake from 
FrinrnaJ e to Greyfria.rs at br eakneck spacd 9 we saw much of th e Spanioh Main and 
the \7est Indies. We met John Cazalet 9 former St. Winny's captain, and his son 
Arthur in Port of Spain 9 not to mention their major domo 9 Samuel Pericles Nelson

9 
bett er knovm as Sambo; Tin Tacks 9 the shanghaied ship's ~arpenter fr ~ Ba~ba~ ~! 
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who attached himself to J ack Drake fo:r the trip ; Peg Slaney, the r ascaH y 
searcher after treasure who lost an eye in a Venezuelan revolution 9 Capt. 'Ivr, ·
castle9 commc:l.!ldor of ~he Bonbow9 and ~r. Piper 9 tho aptly named bosun; and a host 
of subs idiary characters. 

A..~d now
9 

still in the Americas 9 to a country beloved by Frank Richards, 
that part of Texas overlooking the Rio Fr i o and the Staked Plain beyond. A 
f~miliar haunt, of course, of the Rio Kid, but for our:purpose the home of the 
famous Packsaddle bunch. Here, set in the grassy prairies of Santanta county 9 

we have the popular cowtown school presided over by the rugged 9 bearded Six-Gun 
Bill Sampson, one tim e Kicking Mule cowpuncher, who uses a quirt on his refrac
tory charges as if he were still riding herrl on the range. His assistant 9 the 
scholarly, but ineffectual Mr. Smal l Brown, graduate of a Boston college, who 
wears the only tail coat in 1.I'exas and had his plug hat riddled with bullets on 
arriva l at th e school. 

Central figure in this Gem series of the thirties is handsome, sturdy 9 

fair-haired Dick Carr 9 newly arrived from Britain, where his uncle is a Nelsh 
farmer; and son of the store manage r of Hard Tack 9 20 miles from the cow town 
of Packsaddle. Dick soon chums up with the lively Slick Po:i:ndexter and Mick 
Kavanagh 9 and equally quickly he finds himself a pain in the neck to Bill Samp
son9 as well as to Big Steve Carson, school bully and 16-ye ar-old son of Two 
Gun Carson, the section bad man9 and his pals 9 Poker Parker and Slim Dixon. 

Life at Packsaddle is real and earnest, and there is frequent viol ent 
contact with the l ocal gunman and rogues such as Carson; Hair Trigger Pet e 9 th e 
red-bearded bull-whacker; Red Ike 9 a border thief' who also sports a red beard 9 

Sno::-t Jinkins 9 the horse seller; Jud Judoon 7 gang leader; the rustlers Euchre 
and Diego; Yuba Pete; Painter Pete 9 th e road agent and Kicking Mule puncher ; 
Yuma Dove , the s a loon loafer; Jose Gomez9 who runs a saloon for Mexicans; Hawk 
Walker 9 the kidnapper; and Pedlar Perkins 9 the seeker after gold. 

Centred on the Red Dog saloon 9 Job Hash's store 9 Larsen's big store ~ 
Hansen 9 the fat Dane who keeps an even bigger store; and Marshal Ezra Lick 1 s 
calaboose, we also meet Rancher Dunwoody of the Kicking Mule; Barn ey BaiJ.y 9 his 
foreman, many of his punchers 9 white and Mexican ; Pie Sanders 9 t he day boy from 
Squaw Mountain ; Bud Dunn9 Domnigo9 Duque ( the Ii!exj.can) 9 a.nd Hunkey Tutt 9 other 
schoolboys ; Hank, th e hired man9 and Tin Lung 9 the Chi nese cook; Andy Butt 9 the 
hack driver; Job Wash, tho chairman of the school committee ; Elias Scadder 9 the 
new "Head 11• 

Round about the same period, 1928-1939, just before the last war, when the 
Pilot 9 the Ranger and the Modern Eoy wer e claiming our attention, Frank Richards 
brought us north to yet another fresh school 9 Grimslade 9 set amid the grim moors 
and rocks on the 11right 11 side of the Yorkshire-Lancashire border. What a picture 
we get of this area 9 so closely associated with the fortunes of Maxgaret of .Anjou 
in the Wars of the Roses. 11Wide breezy moors and fell rising over fell to tho Gt. 
Grimslade Pik e towering ag ainst- t he blu e sky in the distanc o1

' 9 he writes. 

What a sharp contrast to the leafy lan es and rolling downs of Sussex and 
Kent, or the gales of the Spanish Main amid the rigging and creaking timbers of 
the Denbow! 

Though in this all-too short series we had the inter-house conf li ct be
tw 0en the red roses of Redmaye's and the white rose s of Whit e 's, we had more 
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particularly the sharply-defined battle betv,e en Dr. Samuel (Sammy) Spe.rsh o·t;t? the boxing and soccer double Blue who holds fast to the motto that Gri msla de nev~r expels an yone 9 and newcomer 9 James Dainty 9 "well- made 9 slim but sturdy 9 with a handsome face on which the good looks 3,ro marred by habitual discontent". 

Frank Richards is an adept at this type of series 9 and a s usual our sympathy is never entirely al i enated by ei th.er of tho two central figures. we know 9 of course, th a t disc i p line must prev a il 9 but we know 9 too 9 th at it will do so with honour and mutua l res pe ct. D~inty is the spoiled darling son of an old Grimslader .!.~'ld a. :Burma ruby miner. Ho lives 50 miles avmy at Northminster (Grey 
Gabl es) . 

The series may hav e been short , but it ho..d the master touch in personal ch n.r a ct oris ation and geogr aph ic al deli"-rer ation. He can readily pictur e th e 
ancient onks su rrounding the quad with the old granite fountain in the centre 9 tho t all c.nd narrow clock tower 9 the vaults in which Queon Margaret shel tercd before es cap ing by an underground passa ge to the moor 9 Grimsla.d c water tumbling from the Pike into tho tre a cherous Grimsl.:-~de Pool 9 the journey from the school up tho ro ad to the village, or by crossing the road and dropp ing over the fence to 
the bleak moors across which li es the manufacturing town of Blacksla de . 

·1,'hat a life the juniors must have led their housemasters 9 li ro Redmayes an d Bi lly White, or the Fourth Forro master 9 Mr. Peck! Let us look at some of these 
bri gh t young Grims lad e rs 9 and first at those in the Yorkshi re ·1\l'hi te I s house. 

Dainty 9 who arrives in an apple hamper for the Head 9 is housed in Study 
No. 10 with Dick Dawson, and Fried rich von Splitz, the German fat boy - an odd Hamiltonian character this with no real counterpart anywhere else. 

Paget 9 howevor 9 is the junior capta in of VJhite 1 s 9 and other juni ors in that distinguished house i n clude Tommy Tucker, th e 4th ' s practical joker; :Sates a.~d Pu ll ey 9 a lso of tho Foui~ h. 

"Di lly" iThito himself, incid en t a lly, teaches maths; has a tiger sk in rug 9 and has nn Aberdeen t or rier nam ed Snap. 

Yorke 9 app ropriat e l y 9 is head of \Thite•s ; Cyr il Fenwi ck, l ate r expel l ed, i s the bully and gay dog of the 5th, a form which a lso includ es Jorr ock s an d Croom. ·,iJhi t e ' s Si.xth also includes a youth named Cart e r. 
CrossinB t he QUad wo f i nd tho inh abit an ts of Redmaye 's House 9 which provides the school captain Tre,:f ford 9 a Lancastrian who plays littl e part in the main story. Fo r what it is worth, too 9 we he a r of Fenwick's pal Hltlce in th e Fifth 9 o.nd of Pcrkins 9 in t he 3rd. 

But it is the le aders of the Redmayes I Fourth wi t h who m we a rc mainly concorned9 and we find th em in Study 5, which like a ll studi es is on the ground 
floor. They are t llr·t:H:l well-dr&wn and eas ily reco gnis abl e charact e rs - '' Ging cr 11 

Rawlin son, Sandy Bea n 9 and :Bacon. 

Rawlinson is a burly l ad with a sho ck of red hair. :Bacon is thin and sharp featured with very penetrat i ng eyes and Bean is freckled, has hi gh cheek bones and po ssesses merry blue eyes. 

As the untameable Dain·liy l earns his l es son, we meet up with other person
a liti es in th e school lif o - Mrs. Rob ins, keep er of the tuckshop at Middlemoo r; Old Crubb 9 tho carri e r; Elihu Sykes, the ancient school porter; his wife 9 the 
~c~o~ l tuck _:3hop kecper 9 and her purrot 9 Polly; Bules 9 the head 's man; Sgt_·~ ~~ 
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Starkey, the school sergeant; Nonty Moss, the bookie at the Pea l of Boll s or The 
Jolly Carters; Tatcharn '11yko 9 tho local glove fighter; Insp. Rawson 7 of Blat,l~oor; 
Alice Hawley 9 15 yr-old duughter of a locr-i.l farmer who keeps 11 dangerous Durh L,:i 
bull; Slim Tim, Timothy Gago, an old Grimslador who escn.pos from Blaclanoor gaol; 
Puri Din, tho rn.sc a lly Burmese who attacks Dainty' s father and is captured by 
Fritz Splitz in the best Bunter style; Sammy Sparshott's wastrel cousin Stephen, 
who returns from South .America; Mr. Cl a rk, the money lender; Bill wrphy 9 the 
Irish swee p; the tramp Henry Horrocks. All pass across the canvas; a fleeting 
glimpse, but pa rt of the whole picture. 

In the Modern Boy we heard of two other Hamilton schools 9 one which is 
forgotten (Oakshott) and the other the School for Slackers, High Coombe. 

At Oaksho tt, in series which ran in 1935 and 19369 we are mainly dealing 
with Len Lex, the Schoolboy Detective, and his uncle Det-Insp. Bill Nixon of 
Scotland Ya:l'.'d. 

Len Lex sharod Study 8 in the Oakshott Fifth with Pie Porringe, Cedric 
Harvey and Banlcs. Len, was the nephew of Det-Insp. Bill Nixon, and once went to 
spend Xmas with Harvey, who was the nephew of the missing Sir Luci an J ern ingham 
of Moat House, J er ningham Park, and a cousin of Capt. Cecil Jerningham .. 

In this short series which was repeated in the 1941 Holiday Annual, we 
a l so met Mr. Chol'me 9 master of the Oakshott Shell; Chard, Sir Lucian's rascally 
secreta ry and librarian; ii/hishaw, butler at the Park; Insp. Shute 9 of the local 
police; Oliphant, the Oakshott captain; and Root of the Fourth~ 

lio re abou t Len Lex appeared in the 1954 C.D. Annual, 

High Coombe 9 the School for Slackeli's with its motto Clotheo and the Man, 
is a picturesque old building in Devonshire. Its ivy mantle d tower, its 
mullioned library windows, its stout old oaks 9 have seen slackness steadily 
settling in during the 30 years' he admas t ership of Dr. Ohetwode 9 the Vene r able 
Beak, Small wonder thnt Col, Compton, a former school oa:ptain, and his support ·
e:rs on the governing body have replaced the old Head with 1ir. James Il1c0ann 1 M.A., 
a sturdy, stocky and ginge r-h a ired young man. A former M.c.c. and Loamshiro 
captain, he is equally nt homo scholastically a.nd takes the Sixth form in 
classics. 

Small wonde r, too, tbat this new broom, soon nicknamed The Blighter, comes 
up against strong resistance, albeit passive, from a well-defined staff. 
"Popularity" Peter Chard, 20 years mnster of the Fifth, who resents being passed 
over for the headship; big 9 agg ressive and loud voiced, he is one of Hamilton's 
shrewdest char acterisations. Then there are the septu agena rian Mace, tea.cher of 
history; Penge of the Shell; Capos of the Fourth; M, Mouton the French master; 
Goggs, the sixth form maths and science teacher 9 and the podgy Bullock, the games 
master with the r ed face, jutting jaw and light blue eyos. 

The titles speak for themselves and t e ll the story of JIIIoCann' s ho.rdly 
r ewarded efforts to stir up a new spiri·l:i in the School for Slackers. CJ.1 hough 
short, t he series provided some of the author's most clearly defined personali
ties 9 and how neatly the local geography was drawn. We can 11see" Big Study 9 that 
large har.dsome room for 1st Xl men and prefects only, with it s tall windows th at 
look out over the Si}rlh form green on to the quad, and beyond to a glimpse of 
the rolling cliffs 9 the narro~ coombes, and the Atlantic Ocean in the distance. 
lle can picture the school field between the library and the dock tower under 
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which Chard has his study 9 and Beaks 1 Grind that walk from the Head's garden to 
the River Clovey. 

We can easily imagj_ne Coombe La,1e 9 the little to\'m of Okeham 9 the bleak 
moor with High Tor five miles away in the distance 9 tho Okehwn Arms 9 home of 
bookie Joe Garger; the sports shop next door in the High Street of Bunchy Bligh, 
the ex-pug who tr ::dns local boxers and spends a lot of his time in gnol; the 
caves with their dangerous tides near the school. 

But, I think it is the ;pooJ.llE?. whom we remember most. Aubrey Compton, the 
elegant Fifth formor 9 who leads the opposition to the new rcgime 9 and his odd 
companions in Study 3 - Bob Darrell, the one supporter of the new head 9 and 
Teddy Seymour 9 who usually yields to the stronger will of the elegant Aubrey. 

Then , filling in the picture as it were, but by no means nonentities 9 

Tredegar, school capta in; Arthur Randal 9 a prefect; Corkr an 9 head prefect; Old 
Judd 9 the school porter and Liggins, the house porter; Carew 9 Coffin, Lacy (2nd 
Xl) and Wall 9 other prefects; Rogers 9 the house butler; Tunstall of the Sixth; 
Burk e (head boy), Pev er ill 9 Raymond 9 Edward Ca rt e r (the humourist and artist), 
Durrance, Warren and Haddon of the ]'ifth 1 the inhabitants of The Burrow - Babtie 
(Shell), John Andrew Ferguson (Compton's fag ru1d fo:rm captain) 9 Fatty Pye 9 

(Seymour's fag), 11Donkey 11 Donkin~ (Darrell's fag), Loom9 and Bunn (Warren's fag) 9 

all of the Fourth. 

We reca.11 9 too 9 such fl e eting glimpses of da ily life as the sc hool bus 
from Okehum; l ust roll at 9; High Coombe opponents in Okeham School and St. 
Chad's School; No. 10 classroom above the Ilead 1 s study; the readily accessible 
Okeham 'rheatre Royal; the nei ghbouring town of riloordale; the use of Fifth and 
Sixth st·udies as bedrooms at ni ght . 

Incidentally 9 a High Coombe also crops up in the new Ja ck of all Trades 
novels. So far 9 however, we have only heard of Jack's '1t win 11

9 Cecil 9 Lord 
Cortolvin 9 Augustus Brown 9 and Green of' the Fourth 9 and th e bullying Bullock of 
tho F'if th . I wonder if it I s the same High Coombe? 1.'.taybe time will tell! 

Arid so to the end of tho inter-wars I period. What of' the war 9 and after-
wards? 

I think I am right in saying that of this period - nearl y 20 years - Car
croft and Fe l gate are the most abiding 9 so perhaps I may le ave them for a moment 
and speak of two or three schoo ls which cmne 9 were seen 9 but failed to conquer. 

They went 9 so to speak: 9 in pai rs. Win. c. l!ierrett publications, for 
instance 9 introd uced us to S:parshott and Ileaclland House; the Mascot Library to 
Topham and St. Olive's; and 9 only a year or two agoj J.B. Publications Ltd 9 now 
unfortunn.tely defunct 9 created Lynwood n.nd High Lynn .. 

The Sparshott series opened with The Secret of tho School 9 obviously an 
exper im en t a l effort as it bears no number. The school surroundings were domina
ted by the massive, moss-covered ruins of the Keep, last r emnant of the Norman 
castle which once occupied t he site 9 and h e.unt ed by a ghos tly mc.n-at-arms. Apart 
from the entrance from the schoo l grounds, the Keep can be reached from the 
Rodwood r oad. 

Geog:raphicully 9 S:parshott is set about half way be t ween Rodmoor military 
camp and Parsley aerod ro me. The sea is not f a r a\7ay beyond the cli f fs 1 and there 
is a cave under the headland. As the series 9 all too brief (some half dozen 
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numbers only) dove loped. we heard of th0 l eafy path through Oko Wood 9 the conveni
ent muddy pool; the big Oak; Rodwood 9 tho country junction with its long pla'.;fo rm 
and ban.~s of flow er bods beyond which the sea can bo glimpsed; tho woodland tri
butary of the river Jade 9 and the Feathers Inn by tho river. 

The first number told of the unmasking of The Old Bean 9 a German spy 
masquerading as Denham Rapstraw 9 a former master, who has supposedly return ed for 
war time duties. There was 9 as might be expected, greater ch ar acte r development 
in the subsequent numbe rs 9 including tho 11r osu rrection 11 of Billy Bunter. 

Central figures in the Sparshott stories are Eustace Percival Tumpton 9 

better known as Plum 9 or The Clown of tho Fourth; and Val entine Barnes -P aget 9 

Barney 9 or The Buccaneer. 

Plum's chums in Study 3 are Harry Vernon 9 Capt ain of the 4th and Tom Rake 9 

tho 11radio fiend". In No. 59 Barney has Carboy and Root for company. The other 
l ead ing character is Sir Algernon Lovelace 9 popularly known as 11Lazy 11

9 who has 
Study 7 to himself until the arrival of llicha ol Egan from Cork who saves his life 
by stopping his run~way hors e . 

Dr. Oliphant, the Elephant 9 is the head of Sparshott; Mrs. Gunn is matro n 9 

and Old Charne the po rt er . i:Ir. Coote, aged 59, l ooks after the Shcll 9 whil e :M.r. 
Lcmbe 9 t ho Little Lamb or the Pet Lamb, has charge of the 4th. Wilmot is captain 
of t he School ; Mrs. Charne the tuckshop 11Dame". The series was so short tho:li we 
had little time to ge t to know anyone outside the Fourth, but of that lively 
form, often to b e found in its leisure moments in the Lair 9 we mee t lessor lights 
in Cook 9 Regg ie Ridd 9 Banks 9 Lennox 9 Lamb 9 Hanson, a junior Wilmo t 9 Lane 9 bu ll y 
Rufu s Scaife, and his pal Gidge an d thei r victi m, Louis Merrick 9 an Anglo-Fronch 
youth r eal ly to o wonk for t he hustle and bustle of~ public school, but a good 
swi mmer 9 fortunately for Bunt e r. Apart from Snape, the Fifth Form 11bl ade 11

9 we 
hear little mor e of the school ' s inh ab itant s . No. 6 brought Bunt e r back i nto 
print 9 an historic landmark. I ha ve only one copy of the Headland House se ri es 9 

Vlinni e on the War path , which is No. 39 but in it Hild a Richards i s at. her best . 
These are richly drawn chn.racter studies 9 in deed 9 the t wo mai n protagonists 
Wini f r ed Wish aw9 a wild t ype who vms fo rmer ly expelled for biting a mistress and 
who, c1.fter wart i me se rvic e, returns for r evenge on t he state ly Miss Asp a s i a 
Bee t-l e , a headmistress noted for re pose, but meets he r match in the tall, mascu 
line Gadfly, Mis s E. Gadsby. 

A brief phrase and we have the whole picture of the staff - pr i m Miss 
Trollope (Trolley) o:t' the Four t h ; fj_n icky lliss Fi noch 9 the h ead I s secretary; the 
humble and subm is s i ve Mdl le. Mouto n; and · tho se who warr ant no descr i ption at all 
- the Misses Hatch and Ph oot ! 

Of the Sixth v,e have the s t ate l y head gi rl 9 Edith Race and he r equally 
composed classmates, Honori a Gal e an d Florenc e Gunn~ But it i s with t he Gad
f l y ' s Lower Fifth we are espe ci a lly i nte r est ed 9 and here we have Meg and Co. -
Margaret Ridd. 9 capt ain of t he form; EthGl Brent and the slangy 9 to mboyish Dolly 
Brace; Rebecca (Beck y ) Bunce, the Bessie Bunter of Headland Hou so 9 and her study 
mate Cora Cook; and the r est 9 the lis pin g Corisr.mde Chol monde ley 9 Ja cque li ne 
Herbo r -t 9 Mary T r ode gar and Pamela. Hart. 

Other ch aracte rs who hav e a. f leetin g appearance are th e page boy Weeks 1 

tho p lump P.C. BoxGr of Oke vill~ge an d farmer Gil es 9 not ab l e only for the 
temptation of his orch a rd. 

- - -------- ·-·· ... ----...... ~·----... -
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1ropham , with its colours of blue and green, is situated among the smiling 

woods and raeadows on the green slopes of the Chilterns in Bucks. It is a mass of 
red roofed old stone 1JUildings, with bronzG gates between its ancient stone gaJ.;e
posts. Top study in the Topham 4th is N·o. 8, the largest of the eight in the 
passage, with its two windows overlooking the q_uad and across to the playing 
fields. It has a table, armchair and other chairs, and l ike other studies has 
ottoman beds for its occupmits ~s the studies are dorms at night. 

School routine includes a 4 p.m. call over before tea, leaving two hours 
spare for a run into the Chilterns - a surreptitious visit to the Spotted Dog at 
Combe, or a less secret visit to Aunt :D.ti.ggs I tuckshop in Combe, and bedtime for 
Form 4a (Lower 4th or Remove) at 9-40 p.m .. 

Geographically Topham is a mi le from Combe village, which is on the local 
line for Greey,~·ord. Neighbouring places are Hamley and Monksford 9 and between 
Combe and the school is Topham Wood with 7 strange to say, a plank bridge over 
the tributary of the river Luce. 

And now let us look at the deniz~ns of Topham. The head is Dr. Chetwynd 9 
the portly Joseph Carfax, who has been a teacher for 35 years, looks after the 
Remove; Mr. Spood is responsible for Fourth B, the Upper Fourthi and M.C. Bon is 
our local il1. Charpentier. 

Hedley is captain of the school and the only other Sixth Former mentioned 
is ~arkham. Of the Fifth we hear, l i terally, of the loud voiced Brimble 9 and of 
Bray who referees junior games; whi l e the Shell is represent ed by Sutcliffe; and 
tho Upper Fourth by i t s captain Tunsta ll . 

It is the Remove with whom we are particularly interested 9 and its leading 
lights are well- -defined. Bob Hood, the ruddy 9 cheery faced captain with smiling 
blue eyes and an eq_uable temper; Talbot Howard (Bunny) Bi nks; ne~ boy Harry Vane 
( all of Study 8) 9 Randolph Picton-Brown (Dandy Randy), son and heir of a city 
millionc1ir0 9 n.nd his studym n.to in the richly appointed No. 39 Cyril Co.ffcwo 

Then we have goalkeeper Tom King, Didcot (Didders) and Terence Flynn of 
No. 7; Walker, Potts and Green of No. 2; Pink and Jones of No0 5? Hobbs and 
Albert Smithson (Smithers) of No. 60 At one end of the Remove passage is the 
inevitable boxroom; at the other the even more inevitable commonroom

9 
knovm at 

Topham as '11h0 Jungle . 

Other char acters in the stories are Old Crum the school porter; Troodle, 
th e Combe porter and ticket collector, and Phipps, the house porter. 

Tho opposite girls' school is St. Olive's, near Oscombe9 whore t h e stately 
Miss Buss is in command9 Miss Ducat ( tho Duck) is Fourth 1'.,orm mistress, Niss 
Noon is tho forgetful maths mist1•oss, ~ldll o . Moncoau takes E'rench, Hrs. Spandler 
is the buxom matron and hous0ke0per 9 and rchomes the pageo 

Pamela Duncan captains the Fourth and the 11Co11 of Pam Duncan and Co. also 
includes May Carhew, Plump Peg (Plumpors) or Margery Pipping, of 11Pip pin g Park 11

9 
Gwendoline Pa.ge, and some mysterious girls with odd christi an names - 1iillicont, 
Brend a 9 Annabol, Yvonne and Lorna. 

Vfontworth Hall is the stately home of Isold a Wcntworth 7 wealth iest girl at 
St. Olive• s. 

Clara Corton 9 of the Fifth 9 and Anemone Rance, a prefect, are other girls 
mentioned. --·----·-------
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So far a s I know 9 Hilda Richards ' Tho Girls of High Lynn School n"Jver 
appearcd 9 but t wo numbers dealing with tho Fourth Form at Lynwood wore published 
tv,o or thr ee years ago. It was 9 hovievor, an abortive attempt to croato , a new 
pair of schools 9 an ntt .cmpt which with better publicity might have lo .d to a 
new Magnet or Gem. Chums of Lynwood, indeed, was in mor e. or less i\liagnet size

9 
while The Fourth Form at Lynwood was nea.re:r the original pocket sized 1'T.L.L. s ize. 

The main ch a racters, hov;evor 9 were firmly established. They were the 
chubby 9 ruddy 9 Christopher Cuthbert "Rag" lic'.nkoy, of Study 7; Bob Rawlings, the 
form ca.ptain 9 and Jimmy Car roll, of life., 5; long, lo a n, Mr . Pranca, the Lynwood 
11Quelch 11

; r.I11owlo 9 the short 9 stubby, photographico..lly incli ned mast er of tho Third
9 

Mr. Rand of the Second; Valentine Wilmot Jones, (W.J. 01' the Dendy of Lynwood), 
the most reckless junior in Lynwood; Brimble and Ra..11ce of tho :F'ifth; Coote and 
Jenkins of the Third; Dr. Walpo l e, the head; Compton, head prefect; Balcer, Vernon, 
Banlcs, of the .B'ourth ; O.M. Bon, the French me.ster; Gibbons, the boatkocp or; Kate 
Wilton and Gwen Il[,l,tch of High Lynn ; plump Batty J:3unn9 of the High Lynn 4th, ruid 
Miss Prim, Fourth :B'orm mist r ess . 

Geographically 9 Lyn wood is o. mile dovmstro::un fro m Eel I sland. nnd its ruined 
monastery e.nd. Lynford Bridr;c 9 mid half a mile upstream from High Lynn Schoo l 
which is beyond Lynn villa ge ; near ri vor Liss with tho famous Lynn beeches., The 

1!1.ocR l 1
1 is the Bluo Bell. Eel Isl and 9 thickly wooded 9 is pn.rt of tho Crayc 

oscnte 9 and Sir Poter Cr~ye, a governor of both schools 9 unlike Sir Hilton Popp e r, 
allows the pupils to land ~nd picnic there. The junior day room is kno wn as The 
Lounge. IlockJ.oy is th o juniors' big match . Lunch or tea cc.n be bad at Lynford 
Rinlto, with best scats at the Lynford Picture Palace. Lynn colours - blue; 
Hockley, rod. 

In the second Lynwood magazine 9 there is a short s tory by Frank Richards 
dealing with Tipd a.le School and Buncombe 11Bti.nker 11 Bates of Study 7 in the Fourth 
in pa rticul ar. - Here he is on the warpath aga in st a bullying Fifth Former, 
Buller, - despite the warnings of his studymates, Tom Ridd and Bob Wake.. n:tr. 
Moon is the 4th mast or. 11Bunker 11 

9 of course 9 comes unstuck. 

Fe l ga:t;e and Ca rcroft, of the post-war creations - though Carcroft made an 
exploratory wartime appearnnco in th e ?ie magazines - survive. 'l!hoir history is 
still boine made , so I will say no more of them now except to recall that on his 
a:rriv al at Carcroft Ha.rr·y Compton 9 no w c apta in of the Fourth

9 
distinguished him

self, by rescuing a forrn-rnate from a dangerous Pool. Which , perhaps, is nherc 
many of us ca me in ; at le;;ist it provides a convenient pl e.ce at whic h to leave our 
trip throu gh tho byways of Hruniltonia. 

Looking throu gh the files we get a timetable something lik e the following 
which I think is fairly comprehensive, though more profound Hami ltoni ans may be 
able to fill in the niany gaps. 

1902 Best Budget 3rd Tuiay. Rodcliffe Sc hool (Hamil ton) 
Larks 28th Ju ne. Redcliffe. 

1905 
1906 

Bost Budget Ju.no. Tho Heart of Africa (Robert Stanley) 
Boy's Herald. Cliveden (Hamilton) 
Boy's Realm. Short stories (Hamilton) of S·h. Hilda' s

9 
Carbroo ke 9 Ca rn-

forth9 St. EgbcFt 1 s 9 Clivedale 9 etc. 
Pluck - The Firnt at Lyndale (105 de,ted 3/ll/06). 

~ .... --.-· ... -· ... - - -..... - ... ·--·--- ·---·"-·--.,.--,--.. -- ·---- --··----- ---- -----
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1906 
1907 

1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1915 

1917 
1919 

1920 
1921 

1927 
1928 

1930 
1931 
1934 
1935 
1937 

Pluck - Jc.ck Bl ake of St. Jirn•s (106 dated 10/ll/06)., 
Boy's Realm short stories. 
GElll. St. Jim's (Ma!'·till Clifford) 
MAmrnrr. Frank Richards. 
Pluck. Abbotsdale and Tomsonio 1 s Circus (Harry Dorrian) 
Pluck and Boy's Realm. 
Picture Fun. The Branded Hand (Frank Drake)? 
Boy's Friend Library. Highcliffe (Boy Without a Name). 
Boy1 s Friend. Rookwood (Owen Conquest). 
Boy1 s Friend. Cedar Creek and Hillcrest. 
School Frj.end. Cliff House (Hilda Richards). 
Greyfriars 1 Herald. St. Winifred's ( Owen Conquest). 
Grey.friars Holiday Annual. 
School and Sport. St. Kitts (Clifford Clive). Reprinted in revised 

version in Boy's Friend 1924 by Hamilton. 
Nelson Lee Library. fJ.1he Corinthian. 
Popular - Billy Buntert s Weekly. 
Popular. Ferrers Locke reprints from Boy~ s Herald. 
I:>opula.r. Rio Kid. Also l'opolaki Patrol. 
Mode:r-n Boy. Ken King. 
Moder~'l Boy. Bunny Hare. 
The Ranger. Grimslade. 
Modern Boy. High Coombe. Will Hay series (Hed1ey Owen). 
Modern Boy. Len Lex. 
hlodorn Boy. Rio Kid. 

Many of the above stories, of course, were continuous for several years, 
while reprints appeared in a number of the A.P. pa1)ers 9 weeklys monthly and in 
the Holiday Annilal. 

Carcroft began in Pie towards the end of 9 or just af·her 9 tho last war .md 
has since appe ared in the Australian Silver Jacket and in the Billy Bunter and 
Tom Merry Christmas publications. Felgate appears annually in Raymond Glen
denning' s Book of Sport for Boys. 

************-l<·-**·****-********·lE-*·X-·lHt--lE-*·***""-****·******·***""-********************·***·****** 

FOR EXCHANGE: I have 100 Penny Populars up to No. 214, Nov. 1916 which I would 
give at the ra.t e of 3 for 1 for the follo wing ?e nny Populars (pre 1917) :- Nos. 
9 and 69 j_n best availabl e condi tion 9 and Nos. 1 9 29 3, 7, 12 9 139 27 9 28, 30

9 
33 9 39 9 42, 51 9 53 9 59, 797 83 9 85s 100 9 102 9 103 9 105, 106 7 112 9 117, 118 7 123 9 
141, 154, 157 1 160 9 174 9 182 9 183, 215 in v ery good condition only. Will also 
gi ve at a generous rat e , th e Penny Populars and some S.B.Ls. and U. Js . I havo

9 
for s.n.Ls. and U.Js. which I want. 

V. E. COLBY, 8 BEEESI110RD .A VENUE 9 BEVERLY HILLS 9 N. S. W. AUST R.t.Lil1.. 

---·--·-•... -··- ····----·-· ·•"---·----·---· --------·--·---------------------
!O R SALE: Hundreds of pre-war Boys 1 Papers, including; Modern Boys, Boys' 
1'.fogazines 9 Buzzers 9 Champions 9 Triumphs, Pionee:rs 9 Sldpp ers, Union J acks 

9 
Boys 

Friend LHr r.i.ri cs 9 Detective Weeklies 9 Startlers 9 J3oys1 Cinemas, Sexton Blake 
Librari es (Third Seri es) 9 and many others of that vintage. Pleaso write stating 
ni;.mbors . 

JAMES SWAN 9 3 FIFTH AVENUE, QU-EEN1 S PARK9 LONDON, W.10. 
------------- - --- -- ---- -- --- -- ··--·------··--



Page 28 

-----·--------

FRANK RICHARDS' SCHOOLDAYS 
by GERRY ALLISON 

The s t ory of Frank Richards' schooldays at Cedar Creek in British Columbia 9 
i s pe rhaps the work of Cha rles Hamil ton which has been oftenest reprint ed. In 
the Collectors ' Digest Annual No. 7 for Christmas 1953 9 th e re was a delig htful 
article on the 'School in the Backwoods' by Len Packman. 

I am n ot goin g to att empt t o repeat what was written by Len, but merely to 
give some f acts and figures which may be of interest and he lp to collec-tors. 

Th e stori e s appeared originally in the "Boy's Friend Weekly", commencin g 
on Aug . 13th 9 19 17, in No. 845, and running for nearly 4 years to No. 10 49 , da ted 
July 16t h , 1921 9 or 205 issu e s i n all. 

Th ey we re r eprinted almost i n their entirety in t ho "Penny Popul a r".. From 
Eric Fa yn e 's a r ticle "That Popular Popular" i n the 1950 C.D. Annual , it app ears 
th at th ey r an from No. 161 to No. 361; a tot al of 201 sto ri es; only 4 short of 
th e ori g in a l 205 . 

Aga in 9 selections wer e re-issued in 9 copi e s of the "Boys Friend Libr a r y 11 

1st serie s , and in 3 numbers of the "Schoolboys I Own Library ". Det ails of thes e 
are giv en furt he r on . Also 9 r eprinted s t ories appea r ed in 11The Holid ay .Annual 11 

fo r th e ye ars 1924 9 1926 9 1938 and 194 1. 

Fin a lly 9 in "Gem" No .. 1588 the s e ri e s w::i.s aga in rep:!'intod st a rting a t th e 
second story and contin ui ng for 64 woeks 9 when thoy were r ep l ac ed by a Bi gg los 
s e ri a l b y Capt. W.E. Johns. The Edi tor said it vms only a to mpor ar;y- f a r (:JWell to 
th o chu ms of Ced~r Creek, but soon a ftorwe.rds the War put cm end to t hG "Gem". 

I think ther efor e th at it wil l be us efu l if I give a full li st of the 20 5 
story titl e s as th ey appeared origin a lly in t he 11Boy 1 s Friend 11

9 with a ch eck 
li st of the 11Gem11 re :prin t o 9 in most cases the title being chan ge d. And -to finish 
with I will giv e the B. F .L. and S.O.L . numbers and titles. 

Th e Ceda r Creek S·tories 

.. 

Gem Repri nts ~ 

ll. F . 845 
846 
84 7 
8 48 
8 49 
8 50 
851 
852 
853 
85 4 
855 

F.rank Richc.rde 1 Schoo l da y s 1 .................................................................. ...................... . 
Westw ar d J:Io ! ........................... .................................................................................................. 15 88 
The School in the Ba ckwoods!... .................................................................................. 15 89 
For Lif e or Death! ............................................................................................................... 1590 
The Remittance l ian ! .................................................................................. ........................ . 159 1 
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A Desperate Venture!......................................................................................................... 1650 
The Rebel ts Viet ory! ................................................................................. ......................... 1651 
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A Schoolboy's Treachery! 960 Foul Play! 
The Hero of Hillcrest! 961 Algy 1 s Triumph! 
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Predicament! 963 Frank: Richard's Rival! 
Gunter on The Warpath! 964 The Cedar Creek Author! 
The Remittance-man's Peril! 965 On the Warpath! 
Hunting the Road-agents! 966 The Redskin Raiders! 
The Flour-bag Gang! 967 Chunky Todgers t New Job ! 
Under Arrest! 968 Snow Bound! 
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Paying the Penalty! 970 Algy's Way! 
Chunky' s Latest Stunt! 971 The Todgers Touch! 
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Among the Redskins! 
Rounding up the Boot l egge rs 
Down on his Luck! 
The Luck of the Ho~ki nsos ! 
The Chum from Chicago! 
Bunker Honk's B~rg nin! 
The Ceda r Creek Artist! 
Chunky •rodgors t Mast erp i cc e ! 
Rival Thespians! 
Prank Ric hards' Triumph ! 
The Ranch Raidel'S ! 
The Schoolboy Hostage! 
Cornered by Cattle-lifters! 
The Cavern of Death! 
Esc ap ing the Cattle Thi eves! 
Roping in the Rustlers ! 
Judge Lynch! 
The Rust l er's Vengeance! 
Tho Fli ght of t he Rustlers! 
The Schoolboy &nzeppas ! 
At the Eleventh Hour! 
The Ceder Creek Sweepstake! 
Frank Richards' Chri stmas 

Story! 
The Cedar Creek Panto mime! 
The ¢100 PFize ! 
Set a Thief to Catch a Thie f! 
Frank Richards & Co. News-

paper Proprietors! 
The Schoolboy Editor! 
Frozen Out1 
T'he Cedar - Cr eek Vent riloquist q 
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1033 
1034 
1035 
1036 
1037 
1038 
1039 

The Hunting of ~'hito Bla ze ! 
Todgers The Terror I 
The Robbery at Ceda,r Creek! 
Frank Richards' Flight! 
Tho Hunt ed Schoolboy! 
Fall en among Thi eves! 
Fra nk Richards' Nmv Job! 
Frank Rich ards' Partner! 
Frank Rich ards - Rolling-

stone ! 
1040 At th e Gold-dig ging s ! 
1041 ¢100 Reward ! 
1042 Dead man's Canyon ! 
1043 The Gold Thief'! 
1044 Fran..~ Richards Makes Good! 
1045 Tracked by Rustlers! 
1046 The BlMk Sack Gang! 
1047 Frank Richards' Trust! 
1048 En.ck To Cedar Crook! 
1049 Frank Ri chards' Choice! 

Cedar Cre ek Stories in B. F.L. (1st 
series). and s.o.L. 

F.L. 417 Frank Richards' Schooldays! 
465 The School i n the Backwoods! 
469 Chums of t he Backwoods! 
47 3 The P arting of the Ylays 
181 Tiropped from the Cloud s 
485 Tho ]fountain Advonture:rs 
49 3 The Sohoolbpy Robellion 
497 Adventure Creek 
509 The Schoolboy Castaways 

False Witness! S.O.L. 142 Chums of the Backwoods 
The Corni ng of lirs . P eckover ! . 17 8 
The Ten Thousand Dollar Trail Ji 184 

The Outcast of Cedar Cre ek 
On the West.ern Trail 

Postscri nt: I n a talk v1M.ch I gave at a meeting of the Old Boys Book Club 9 Nor
thern Section 9 on Sept. 14th 1 1957, I stated that, unlike certain other readers 
of '"l'he Autobiography of Frank Richards", whi ch book appeared in March 195 2, I 
personally have no complaint to make that the story began when Frank was 17 years 
of age. 

I did not want anothe r story of his schooldays, as I r ead all about these 
in the Boys Fri end many yea.1·s ago. Any other account woul d be a disillusionment! 

And as a mat t er of fact, the Cedar Creek stories conta i n numerous inci
dents of gen uine autob i ography . I illustrated this point fully in my talk., If 
you dontt be li eve me9 compare chapter 6 of the autobiography with 11The Cedar 
Creek .Author" in B.F. 964. This is only one of many such instanc es . You would 
bo surprised. 

*******·***-l<·*******·*-l<··*-l<·**·*·*·************************·*****-l<·*********·*,'f****·lE-****·****·* 



Page 32 
...... --.. --- ·-·--·-- .. - ... .,..,,__.. , .... ....,_,.. ........ -..... --~..-.......... _.-...,~---- -·------------ -· .... ~--.. ------· ·----

The Holiday Annual, 1920 - 1941 

By DONALD VlEB&rER 

It was not without some hesitation that I submi tted th i s article to tho 
Editor, for I had a l ready been f or es t al l ed by a deta il ed list of the contents of 
the var i ous Holi day .Annuals having appea r ed i n ear li er editions of the Col lec
tors• Di gest .Annual, not forgetting a sp l end i d arti cl e by Roger Jenkins, which 
featured i n the S.P.C. nearly two yea r s ago. However, there i s some truth in the 
suggest i on that ano t her point of view is a l ways a we l come change . It is not my 
intent i on t o give a fu ll l i st of t he contents, but s i mpl y to deal year by year 
wi th wha t I think vrere the outstand i ng i terns . 

The youth of today is blissful l y unawa r e of our good fo r tun e of bygone 
years, but, through the medium of t he Holi day Annual h e could still shar e some of 
our happ i n ess. I remember one member of the O.B.B.C . te l ling me that he pre
ferr ed tho Hnl i day .Annual as a you th, beca u se during the 11d l en t read i ng period 11 

at schoo l he could always take a volume and r ead it u nder t he approving eye of 
his teacher. On those occas i ons t he 11b eak" WQUld i nva r iably ask a.fter th o hea.lth 
of Toro Mer ry 9 or Bob Cherry 9 or t 1Gussy 11, wit h n twink l e in the eye which denoted 
a sound background of read i ng i n hi s more you t hful days . But in later ye~rs, 
how att r active it i s to take down a copy at r andom from t he bookshelf and glance 
idly through its pages 9 b r ing i ng b a ck delig h tf u l memori es of one ' s youth, in 
spite of tlr_I:·he Vi ll age Bl a cksmith " hav i ng been parod i ed t hr ee or four t i mes and 
Fr ank Rich ards having visited Greyf ri a rs on sewer a l oc cas ions . What a treat to 
the eye were the illustrations of Messrs. Chapman, !ffacdonald 9 Warwick Reynolds 
and Briscoe, portr ay ing boate r s and brakes and i dyllic summer scenes. 

The first, and in the op i ni on of many the best. I can s ee it now - all 
wrapped. in tissue p ape r 9 br and new . I t t ook me ages t o save tho 5/- with which 
to purchaso it. How I looked forward to t ha.t day i n Septemb e :r 1919. 

The contents: Fi ve school stor i es by 'l1he Tuiaster; two each of St. J i m1 s and 
Greyfri c.rs and ono dea l ing with Rookwood . Furthermo r e t he y were not r eprints, 
except in one cas e . The t a le of St . J i m' s - "The V{1:.ndering Schoo l boy 11 (illus
tr ated by Wa rwick Reynolds ) with Gussy i n the r ole of a runaw ay victim of 
"in j ustice" visi ti ng Greyf'rio.rs and Rookwood was a mf!.sterp i ece . What v,i th c l'l.r
toons of ou :r· fuvou:r i ·t;e ch a :rac teTs 9 tho who ' s who, mo.ps of the schools , th e Groy
fri a :rs Ge..llery i n vo:rse 9 and the junior football elevens, pract i cally every 
taste was catered for • 

.Another ex cel l ent i ss ue with ill ust r ations by Messrs. Chapman 9 Macdonald 1 
Briscoe and Wakef i eld . I wa;:; so r ry to see it ca ll ed the Gr eyf:riars Holiday 
Annual this time, see:ing t h a t it cov er ed al l the schoo l s. If a change , why not 
t h e "Schoolboys 1 Holiday Annua l" ? Two St. J i m I s stor i es 1 one each of Greyfriars 
and Rookwood . The repr i nt ing of how Tom Merr y came to St. J i m's roust have 

- ----- ·-- -- ,·-··---·---- ··-·"--····-
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delighted thousands. 11Billy Bunt.ert s ButJ.r3r 11 was Frank Richards at hi.' , '.:e:::r. 9 and 
Morton Pike was in print again with one of his historical ya:r·:1.s. Vie h f~l a very 
comprehensive 11\lfho's V!ho11 of' all three schools, and The Editor visit ed Gi·eyfriars. 
On the whole not far behind the standard of the previous year. 

The high standard continued to be maintained 9 but there were 3 St. Jim's 
stories to Greyfriars one 9 e.nd no Rookwood yarn. The reprints of a Talbot series 
entitled 11To Save his Honour 11 took up nearly 100 pages, but included The Pro
fessor, Marie Rivors and our old friend Inspector Skeat. To lovers of 11The Toff

11 

this was worth the purchase price alone. The Greyfriars tale 11Rivals of the 
Remove 11 introduced Dralce and Rodney at Grey-friars and had a cricket atmosphere. 
In addition the Who' s wbo (Greyfriars) appeared again, and also the usual de
lightful poems, etc. 

One story of each school this year. In my opinion, the one dealing with 
Rookwood - 11The Mystery of the Priory 11 was the best of the three. It had the 
Christm~s setting which had been missing from the earlier ye a rs. Admitted it 
was a r ep rint from a Xmas No. of the 11Boy 1 s Friend. 11 but it included the St. Jim's 
and Greyfriars juniors, and was quite exciting. The reprint of "Tom Merry -
Capta.in 11 i·eminded me of when I first began to take 11The Gem11 

J but th e accompany
ing illustrations by Briscoe seemed out of place. However, Briscoe 1 s drawings 
of the 3 schools in the issue accompanying the Ballads were really magnificent. 

Still 360 pages, but not to my mind 9 an interesting volume. One story of 
each school; the Greyfriars tale describing the visit of Martin Clifford to the 
old school. St. Jim's was r ep resented by a reprint of early Gems concerning a 
treasure hunt in the South Seas 9 ( 11The Schoolboy Treasure Hunters 1') and Rookwood 
was cov ered by 11L'J:ornyts Jfas ter Stroke 11, spec1.&,lly written by Owen Conquest, and 
soccer and Greyfri a rs formed a part of the story. It was good to see Cedar Creek 
make an appea rance in what I think was the best t a l e written about it - "How 
Father Christmas came to l;Tui te Pine 11. The famous sl eigh ride through the snow 
brou gh t back memories of the Boy 1' s Friend Xmas No. of 1917. In add.it ion there 
~ere many features dea lin g with the schools and some ex c e ll en t ca rt oons . The 
po.rodies from the clas ::iics ( a g;roat favourit e with the wri tor) were as clever as 
ever. 

Perhaps possessed the most be autiful cover - a foo t ball scene as only 
Macdon al d could portray it, A Rookwood reprint this year , but 11The Gr eyfr iars 
Cu:911 wo.R an excell1mt Rtory, in which :Silly 13unter played for tlle Remove at foot
ball, (s ee in g th a t his pater presented the cup). The St 0 Jim's yarn 111.!:he Bis hop 's 
Meda.1 11 had. George Ficgins as its hero 90 and another Dunc an Sto::.'ID tale and one by 
P.G. Wodehouse wer e other attractions. Gener a lly speakin g quite a good issu e . 
T'he usua.l po ems and cartoon s and information wor e included.. 

Two tale s ea(,)h of St. Jim's and Greyfriars and one of Rookwood. The 11Form 
Maste r's Substitute 11 brou ght in Righcliffe and liro Mobbs but "Lucky for Parkin:
son'1 was a delightful fantasy in 1<1rank Richards best vein4 Of course '1The 
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Scientist of St. Jim ' s" was Bernard Glyn, but 11Grundy's Gr00.t Id.ea 11 was an 
excellent Gem reprint and brought in a handwritin g expert. The R~0kwood y ~rn 
11Pulling Carthewv s Leg '1 vms first rate fun . There were some beautiflll colour-3d 
plates in this issue

9 
stories of Cedar Creek and St. Katies 9 and 11:BJ.lly Bunter's 

Annual 1' (an enlarged version of 11:Silly Bunter1s Weckly 11
). A very good issuee 

This was a very good yea.r . Quite a feast for Hamilton fans.. 11Nugent 
Minor 1 s Bad Start 11 described how Dic!cy crone to Groyfria.rs and like most modern 
youths was thoroughly spoil-ti befo r ehand. I rato this as one of Mr .. Richards 
best yarns 

9 
al though a Xmas 1910 repr i nt. Gre;y'friars was well to the fore again 

in 11What Happened to Bunter 11 a :parody of the 1920 St. Jim's yarn describing a 
runaway visit to the other two Hamilton schools. The St. Jim's story ''Lord 
Eastwood's Experiment 11 related how Gussy was allowed a cheque book. Rookvrnod 
had tvrn short stories 9 there was Cedar Creek again 9 and t1.e inimitable P. G. 
Wodehouse contributed a school story to complete the contents . 

1928: 

'"his was the last of the thin paper Annuals 9 and the modern trend was 
now evident in the Greyfriars illustrations. In this last Annual of 360 pages 
all three schools were represented again. Perhaps the most interesting yarn was 
"Row Ho!'ace Coker got his Remove 11 in which the great Horace l eft the ranks of 
the Shell to become a Fifth-former 9 though the persuasion of Aunt Judy had a lot 
to do with this! 111rhe Arm of the Law'.1 dealt with the one and only Gussy being 
threat .cned with legal proceed i ngs, but the Rookv-1ood'. story se0med strangely 
different to the 11Tea with Manders 11 I rend in the Boys Friend . A Greyfriars 
story 11Battling Bunt er 11 was specially written for tho issue e,nd Bunter and Bob 
CherryW9l'e hilariously funny. The Boys of The Bombay Castle made a very welcome 
appearance as did 11Billy Bunter's Annual' 1 again. 

~e now come to the change over. It was printed on thick paper and had 
less :pages. Fortunately o.11 3 schools were included, end probably the Rookwood 
one - 11A Rift at Rookwood 11 was the best, with Lovell in the leading role. An 
old favourite :Magnet yarn 11Vfuen Bunter Forgot 11 telling of how he lost his memory 
and a Gem reprint of '1Tom Mer ry's Minor 11 (a monkey) completed the trio. :Morton 
Pike and Geo. E. Rochester were also contributors to this issue. 

One tale of each school again. The Greyfriars story was a reprint of Bob 
Cherry in search of his Father (over-rated I think) .and the St. Jim I s yarn 
(badly illustrated in some pictures) dealt with Skimpole. It was left to Rook
wood to provide the best tale - 11Pleasing Dear Thomas 11 in which Clarence Cuffy 
took on the role of a practical joker. There were some fine art-plates in this 
issue 9 and we had Cedar Creek and G.E. Rochester again 9 in addition to a por
trait gallery of favourites from all 3 schools. 

Not a good number 9 the only good story being a reprint of 11:Mark Linley at 
the Cross-roads 11 (Red Magn et) . The Gem story was also a reprint dealing with Tom 
Merry at Clavering. The Rookwood tale 11French Leave 11 dealt with a visit to tho 
circus - quite good but too short. Billy Bunter's Annual had dis appeared and the ___________ , ___ _..; ___________________________ _ 
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re maining contents v,ere not as good as of yo1'e, although a cro ss - word. puzzle was 
a welcome change. 

St. Frank's made its first appea rance th:Ls year. E. S. Broo ks tale of 
"The Riva ls of St. ]'rank' s 11 introduced the Moor View girls 9 but th e story was 
only a short one. The only long t .ale wa.s a, Greyfr i urs one called 11•I1he Vanished 
Eleven 11 (re:9rint aga in) and the other school stor ies consisted of only a few 
chapters ea ch. 'l'his to my mind was the least interesting is sue of all 9 but it 
was · probab ly well received by the youngsters of that era, for it had a bit of 
everything. 

An improv ement on the previous year. Unfortunately the Greyfriars and 
St. Jim's stories were :reprints 9 the better of th e two bein g 11Saved from the Sea" 
from an early Magnet . "A Ya,nkee at St . Jim 1 s 11 was obviously a visit from Fisher 
T. Fish . There were two short stories dealing with Roolcvrnodi- neith er bein g 
worthy of speci a l mention. Cecil Fanshaw w-rot-e another of his adventure yarns 
(his work so often appeared in the H. A.) and c. Malcolm H:incks .. ?ontri but ed also. 

Quite a good number, but less pages this year. Of the school stories by 
far t he be st was 11A Schoolboy's Honour 1

' dealing with the old theme of Harry 
Yv'l:tarton s aving Hazel from expulsion. The St. Jim's tale was entitled ''Spoofed'' 
and had that pr i nce of spoofers - Baggy 'l'rimble as its central char acter. There 
was not much to commend the Roobvood yarns - they seer.ied to deteriorate each 
pasRing yea.r. It was pleasing to read a story of Ken King by Charles Hamilton -
a most welcome ch ange. Anothe r i nter es ti ng fe ature was the re tu rn of Greyfriars 
Rhymes nnd St. Jim 1 s Jin gles - reminiscent of ear li e r halcyon days. Thero WGre 
some fine a rt-pll:'.tes also in this issu e . 

This 9 I thought was t:te best of the thick covered voltuncs . Each school 
h ad a story written about it 9 and one of Greyfriars - "Bi lly Bunter's Booby Trap 11 

was a n ew one . The other Greyfriars z,arn - nThe Footprint in the Sand" was 
quite exciting 9 whilst the St . Jim's yarn entitled 11rrhe Stony Seven 11 v,as very 
amusing . Valentine Hornin gton WR$ th e main character in the Rookwood ya rn called 
"Th e Boy vrho ~fouldn 1 t I1u.dge11 giving a g rand portrayal of his friendship with Kit 
Errol. The Gr oyf riars Rhymes and St. Jim's Jingles were contin ue d 9 and a tele 
phone directo ry of the le ading charact e i·s vms another interesting f eatu re. 

St. l!.,ra11k's made a bel.!!.~edappe c.r ance again 9 but it was only a short story, 
- "Handfo:r th's Windfa ll 11

., Greyf'r i c rs had two yarns 9 one specially written deal
in g with Horace Coker' s relegation to the Second l!.,orm, and the other a Christmas 
r ep1'int 9 - "Billy Bunter's Bust-up". '11here were also t a l es of Rookwood and St. 
,Tim's 9 the l atter a r eprint of a Baggy Trimble effort to emulate Bunter's deaf
ness. To comp l ete the issu e th e Rio Kid came into the picture aga i n 9 pl u s t he 
usu.al Gre:vfriars jingl es 9 etc . A fairly g ood Annua l. 

197>.l: 
One ta le from eo.ch schoo l this year, th at of Gr eyfriar ' s descri bin g t he 
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arrival of Squiff of the Remove. RookYrnod was well served in 11Cn,rth 0.w Goes Too 
Far 11 

9 one of Or:en Conquest's best yu.rns 9 but one missed Wo.kc:::ield ' s illustrations. 
St. Jim's had a new story concerning fu· . Ratcliff. Charles Hrunilto 1i also contri
buted the Rio Kid o.gnin, plus Packsarldle, which mado 1937 one of t1.e best of the 
thick-page i ssues. 

A beautiful filacdonald cover, plus an even better frontispi ece depicting 
the Holid0y Annual Christmas Pv.rty. 1rh is was indeed a Charles Hamilton issue 
with two Greyfriars yarns, one each of St. Jim 1 s and Rookwood, in addition to 
which vre had the Rio Kid a.gain plus Cedar Creek. Perhaps the most popular story 
wa s 11The Shadow Over Eastwood Rouse 11

, but it was a welcome change to have a 
Greyfriars yarn concerning Jack Drake. There w2.s the usual Pln.y to complete the 
issue. 

1 a ~o. ~· 
A very representative year 9 but what a mixed bag, - two stories each of 

St. Jim~s and Rookwood, plus one of Greyfriars. Cedar Creek appeared again, and 
it was rice to have a yarn by Geo. E. Rochester. Perhaps the best tale was the 
one dealing with Gussy entit l ed, 11They Called Him A Funk'', but Bunter's blindness 
was quite amusing . The Annual this year wRs spoiled for me by the unfamiliar 
illustr.::i:tions in the St. Jim's and R0okwood s-tories, yet Ma.cdonald wn.s o.gnin 
responsible for a most colourful frontispiece, 

I run f'.fr a id I cannot awe.rd full marks for this issue. We had three Rook
wood tales, and one each of Grcyfriars and st. Ji m1 s. The Greyfriar's )~rn, 
"Sir Fulko' s Wurning 11

9 was o. reprint of the 1922 Christm£>.s Number of the l1Iagnet 9 

the venue being Mnul eve r e r Towers. It was int ·eresting to see a football story 
by Charles Hamilton, and the St. Jim's yn.rn 9 

11Tho Bank's Black Eye 11, was 
specially written . The Greyfriars School Song, by IPrank Richards, of course 9 was 
a special feature of this Annu~l. 

Last, but not at o.11 least! The paper shortage maybe was respo nsible for 
the end of n.n era which will never r eturn. Nature.lly 9 Ch,:i.rles Hamilto n dominc'..ted 
the scene with stories of St. Jim 1 s, Greyfriars 9 Rookwood and Oakshott. We also 
had t1:1les of Cedar Creek c..nd t he Rio Kia:, but to the writer none of t hese deserve 
spec i a l mention. Whereas the first (1920) cover was the work of Warwick Reynolds, 
the honoui· of the finul one fell to Macdonald . Comparisons mny be odious, but 
the later Holiday Annuals, the l\Iand.eville _'umunls 9 and the latest "Billy Bunter's 
Own lmnua l 11

, can sc:i.rce hold a candle to those halcyon yea1's of the 19 20-28 
Holiday AnnuaJ.s. Happy dn.ys 9 wer en't they? 

********************************************************************************* 
FOR SALE; Hundreds of pre-war Boys I Papers 9 includ .ing : l\.Todern Boys 9 Boys 1 

Magazi;;s 9 Buzzers, Champions, Triumphs, Pioneers, Skipperss Uni on Jacks, Boys 
:F'riend Libraries, Detective rreekl ies, Startlers 9 Boys' Cinemas, Sexton Blake 
Libraries (Th ird Series); and many others of t hat vintage. Please wr it e stating 
numbers:-
tTllJIBS Si""JAW. 3 FIFTH AVENUE~ QUEEN'S PARK2 LONDON2 11.10« 
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Maxwell 

That OTrlFR Detective 
or 

Scott's Second String 
By GEOFF HOCKLEY 

****·)!-.,(·***·**-l<·** 

Mai-well Scott! What visions the name conjures up in the minds of lovers 
of detective fiction in the good old days of boys ' li t ,erature - of hairbreadth 
oscapes 9 plot and counterplot 9 i ngenious alibis 9 clrn.ses by land 9 sea

9 
and air

9 
of villains foiled and heroes triumphant 9 of baffling mystery and cl ever deduc 
tion - ::.n fact 9 all the in gred ie nts whi ch this gifted author time after timo 
mixed so skilfully to emerge as a delec·table dish of thrilling fiction~ In the 
minds of most of us 9 no doubt 9 Scott's chief claim to fame lies in his early 
Helson Lee stories, and few who were fortunate enough to follow Lee's exploits 
throu gh the voluminous pages of the dea r old "Boys I Fr i end 11 and its t v10 compan
ion papers will have fo r gotten the f ascination of such masterpieces as "The Iron 
Hand" and other chronicles of the famous sleuth of G:ray's Inn Road. 

Yet how many of Scott ' s admir ers , I wonder 9 are aware that Lee was not the 
only str i ng to the author's bow9 and that in the later stages of his wr iting 
career he penned no l ess than five l ong serial stories of the doings of another 
crunpaigner agaim:t crime - a character who though perhaps was not destined to 
become 9 as his illustrious predecessor, a household word in juvenile detective 
fiction, was nev ertheless one of Scott r s most popu l ar crea ti ons . Nor were his 
adventures one whit the l ess exciting than Lee's most th rilli ng exploits. Here 
were all the fami li ar components of the Scott formu l a - the tight time schedule, 
the seemi ngly unbreakable alib i, the tortuous and complic ated plot - yet this 
later creation of the author 1 s can i n no way be branded as an imit at ion Nelson 
Lee. In fact, the personal iti es of Lee and his successor are poles apart - yet 
we enjoy both ch aracte rs 9 neithe r detracting from the other . 

Just what sort of chap was Marti n Dale 9 Scott's new detcct i ve 9 who made 
his debut in th e pages of "CHUMS" in lfo. 977 on May 31 9 1911? To begin wi th

1 
he 

always se emed to me a lit tle more human (or shall I say a li ttle l ess super
human?) th an the two giants, Blake and Lee - and also was pleasingly fallible at 
odd times in the course of his cases. As for his personal appearance, I c annot 
d.o better than to quote the impression of Ji mmy Brown, the waif of Gun Gutter 
Alley, when he made Dalets acqua in tance on the morni ng of Coronation Day, 1911

9 
and by his quick and pl ucky ac ti on saved the detective from an anar chist's 
bullet . 

11Jimmy saw •••• a broad - shouldered, athletic-look i ng young fellow, whose 
keen, clean-shaven face was li t up by a pair of piercing grey eyes." Dal e was 

also apparently of a modest disposition, f or though the author describes him as 
being "probably the most famous private det e ctiv e in Europe 11

9 
in answer to 

J i mmy's a'\r7e-struck query, 11Wot ! Are yer Marti n Dale, the celebrated •tee?" he ___________ , _________________ ,, ____ .. _ .... __ ·-- ·--... -·--· 
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replied laughingly "The 1 tec 9 wi thout the celebrated!" Altogether

5 
then

9 
Dale 

strikes us, as we previously observed 9 as rather an unassuming type as compared 
vn th some fiction al sleuths 9 but . as f a r as the criminal element was concerned., 
the velvet glove concealed an iron hand 9 and beneath his modest mien was a mix
ture of shrewdness 9 courage, and ·bulldog tenacity, as was amply proved during 
the months which followed 9 for that ch ance me1:,ting vri.th Jimmy 9 th e little street 
arab of Stepney 9 was destined to load both the detective and his youthful protege 
on a trail of mystery, peril a nd conspiracy through England and far across the 
seas - - 11A PERILOUS QUES'f 11

• 

Mart in Dale's gratitude to the shabby 9 half-starved 9 cheeky yet li keable 
waif was tangibly expressed by pressing a five-shilling piece into the lad 1 s 
hand an d instructing him firstly to go and get a good s~uare meal, and secondly

9 
to ca ll that night at the detective's rooms in Jermyn Street for a discussion on 
Jimmy's future. Thus briefed 9 and fairly walking on air , the boy

1 
after satisfy

ing his hunger, made his way to the only home he knew - the hovel in Gun Gutter 
Alley which he shti.red with his brut a l s el f-appointed guardian, a drunken ne 1 er
do-well known as 11Lazy Joe 11 Parkin. Here Jimmy found the second surprise of that 
eventful morning awaiting him. 

We must relate Jimmy's history before proceeding wit h our tale. His 
mother had died when he was a baby, and his f athe r had emigrated to New Zealand, 
leaving him in the care of the motherly Mr s. Wilson who shared the house in the 
Alley, with the promise to send for both of them as soon as he had established 
himself in that f a r-off land. But the years passed, with no l etter from him, and 
finally ]Jirs. Wils on gave him up as dead. When Jimmy was t welve years old, Mrs. 
Wil son, in an evil day, married Joseph Parkin. His drunken habits and brutal 
il l -u sage of her gr adua lly broke her health and her spirit, and she grew feebler 
day by day, until at last, some two months before our sto r y opens, she. died, 
leaving Jimmy to the tender mercies of her drink-sodden husband . Jimmy had 
vov,ed that he would not stay anothe r day with Lazy Joe when Mrs. Parkin had 

passed 011 9 Md he v,ould have 11done .'.l. bunk",. as he termed it, without further 
ndo, but fo r an unprecedented happening. On the very day of Mrs. Parkin 1 s 
funera l, a letter arri ved with a New Zealand postmark, addressed to the former 
Mrs. Wilson . Laz;y-J·oe , who could not read, handed Jimmy t he letter to read. for 
him 9 but .1s soon t.s he hc.d e.scerta in ed that it contained nothing of moneta ry 
value which might have been good for a couple of pints, he evinced no further 
interest. But Jimmy r ead the l et-1.,er, and scanned the photograph i t oontained

9 
with bated b r eath. It was from his long-lost father! 

111 am coming back to England 11 (it ran) "and shall come straight to the 
house in Gun Gutter Alley, where I hope to fi nd you and young Jimmy well and 
flourishing. I hope to arrive about the beginning of June. I know how you must 
have despised me for not wr itin g, but I have had nothing but misfortune since I 
came her~. I have never been able to send you any money, and have been too 
ashamed to write n.nd tell you so. However~ my luck has turned at last, or at 
l east , I hope ib has. I will tell you al l about it when I see you. I enc l ose 
a snapshot of myself t ake n a few days ago . You will see how I have altered since 
last you saw me. 11 

Alas ! June passed into its fourth v7eek9 and still Richard Br own did not 
arrive , nor any further letter from him. It was on t he morning of the 22nd ., 
then, that Jimmy 9 wandering disconsolately in the slums of Stepney, made the 
acqua int ance of Martin Dale - a chance meeting which was to lead to a culmination 

--- ·-·-- --- ... __ ... _____ _ 
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beyond the boy's wildest dreams. 

Arriving at 19 Gun Gutter Alley, Jimmy was surprised to find Lazy Joe in 
conversation with a stranger - a person who Jimmy mentally labelled a 11toff 11

0 

Mr. Dax bore amazing news. Jimmy's father was in London 9 but for reasons which 
could not be disclosed at present 9 he was unable to come to his old home. How
ever9 for reasons which also would be disclosed later, he urgently required the 
letter and photograph which he had sent a month pr·cviously. Nof il'Ir. Dax was 
sorry that it was not possible for Jimmy to o..ccompany him to see his father - he 
could do that later - but in the meantime 9 would Jimmy kindly hana over the 
letter mid the photograph 9 so that 1Ir. Do.:x: coul d hurry with them to Mr . Brovm? 

11Nuffin' doin' ! 11 was Jimmy's verdict - for with the shrewdness of his 
kind

9 
he somehow didn •t altogether trust the obsequious Mr .. Dax 9 and in spite 

of the latter's persuasions and the torrent of abuse from Lazy Joe 9 the resolute
ly refused to be parted from the treasured document. Finally 9 with very bad 
grace

9 
the stranger consented to Jimmy's ultimatum and with the lad still clutch

ing the packet they both set out 9 Jimmy's heart beating high at the thought of 
the coming re- union . And yet some second. sense seemed to warn him that al l was 
not well. When he entered the dark and lonely house at the end of a road in the 
Denmark Hill district 1 his suspicions surged up anew - but too late! In a flash 9 

the stranger whipped a pistol from his pocke t and pointed it at the lad's head. 

"Not a sound
11 

as you value your life! 11 he said fiercely. "You and I are 
alone in the house!" 

11S0 it 1 s a :plant 9 is it?" said Jimmy coolly. 11:My father ain 1 t 'he re? 
Then wot ts i;he idea? What do yer want? 11 

· "I want that letter and the photograph 9 and I mean to have them I" sn arled 
Dax. 11Now 9 hand them over! 11 

But Dax had reckoned vri thout Jimmy's native quickness of mind 9 for in a 
split second the boy f lung his oap over th e single candle with which the room was 
lit. :Next instant he had flung himself through the window and was running for 
dear life down the deserted. road 9 wi.th bullets from Dax's revolver humming past 
his head. Nor did he relax until 9 panting and breathless, he had gained the com
parative safety of a lighted thoroughfare, and af t er listening for sounds of pur
suit 

9 
set off on the long tramp to Jermyn Street 9 where 9 nearing midnight, and 

disheve ll ed 9 scrn.tcbod, and ca9less, he was admitted and poured forth his story 
of the ovGning' s events to an astonished Mart in Dale .. 

The complica~ed and sensational train of events which ensued as a result 
of Dale's decision to investigat e Jim my Brown ' s adventure is too long for us to 
relate in d etail , but we will touch upon some of the highlights of the story. 
Dax 9 the detective's investigations soon reve aled 9 was in reality a shady 
solicitor nomed Varley 9 who by chance had stumbled across the fact th at Jimmy's 
missing fathe r was actually Ralph Readrnan 7 heir to the vast Read.man estates. 
Varley had concocted an in genious plot to do away with the he ir and substitute 
n claimant in his place 9 and had left no stone unturned to make the deception as 
convincing as possible with the aid of the unscrupulous Captain Dalling, skipper 
of the steamer "Apollo", and the scoundrelly Ewerard. 9 who was to appear as the 
Read.man heir. After sundry preliminary sparring which includ ed cross - country 
chases by motor car and ae roplan e , decoy messages 9 an attempt to elimin at e Jimmy 
by slugging him and leaving him on the tracks in the path of an express train, and 
other murderous attempts 9 the main bout got under way when the 11Apollo 11 sailed for 
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the South Pacific with the fake ~eir conc ea l ed in the captain's cabin , Dale had 
ascert ained th at the r ea l Ralph Headman had sailed from New Zealand some weeks 
pr eviously as a passenge r in a ship whic~ had found ered in a Pac ific hurricane, 
and th e detective's theory was that at an opportun e tim e Captain Dallin g would 
st .age a convincin g 11rescue 11 of his concealed passen ge r and produce him as the 
missing Ralph Headman. Unfortunately for th e skipper, Martin Dal e and Jimmy were 
a lso on board th e 11.Apollo 11 in disguise. However, events took an unlooked for 
turn when a tropical storm drov e the sh ip onto a reef from which she slid off in to 
deep water and foun dere d with th e loss of all hands wi th th e exception of Dale 
and Jimmy - and a lso, to th e di smay of the detective, of Dallin g and Eve r ard. 
The l atte r r ecognis ed Dal e , and the unscru pulo us pair, in desperation, besieged 
the unarme d Dale and Ji mmy in a cave on th e uninh abi~ ed isl and on to which they 
had strugg l ed aft er the "Apollo" had foundered. Finally, findin g one of th e 
ship's bo ats, th e two conspirators departed in search of r esc ue , leaving Dale and 
Jimmy to th e ir fate . 

The story th en took one of th e author's typical surprise t wist .s, for, as 
Dale and Ji mmy watched disconsolately from their re f u ge at the rapidly dis
appea rin g bo at bearing th e two crooks to safety, a str ange , bearded , Robinson 
Crusoe-like figure appeared at the mouth of the cave. Yes - you guessed it first 
tim e! It was the real Ralph Readman -- Jimmy's f ather~ who had been cast away 
weeks before, the sole survivor of t he wr eck ed liner on which he had departed 
from New Zealan d. 

The eventual rescu e of the trio by a passing steamer, and th e pi cking up, 
by th e srune ship 9 of the t wo rogu es Dalling and Everard; th e discomfiture of the 
precious pair when Everard, after announcing hims elf to t he ship's capt ain to be 
the supposedly- l ost Ralph Readman, was confronted by the re a l he ir, pl us Mart in 
Dale and Jimmy, wound up the tale in good styl e . "A PERILOUS QUE8r11 was up to 
t he best Maxwell Scott standard - indeed, I have yet to r ead any of the author's 
work which fails to impr ess the reader as being a r ea ll y 11thorou gh11 job, with 
every detail nicely dovet .ailing and t he generally somewhat complicated plot 
gr adua lly unfolding itself as on e re ads on. 

The missing-will-long-lost-heir plot was a f avourite of Scott's, but 
because of his abili ty to introduce new twists and to dress up well-wo:rn themes 
in new guises th e r eade r never suffers th at "I-hav e-bee n-her e-befor e' ' fee li ng 
which often occurs in similar circumst anc es with th e work of l ess ski ll ful autho r s • 
.A study of Scott's tales will reve al many stock situations and of t-u sed gi mmick s 9 

but they nev er become threadbare because of hi s supreme abi lit y of a stor y-teller, 
and inst ,ead of cr eak ing, the pieces of his somewhat t enuou s plots fal l into place 
lik e th e tumblers of a well-oil ed lock, 

"THE SECRET OF THE RING", his second "CHUMS" serial, treats us to a dose 
of , if not 11the mixture as before", a very similar prescription, but none the less 
palatable • .As may be imagi ned, Jimmy's sudden transition from r ags to riches was 
not with out its problems, and the form er street arab of Gun Gutt er Alley, Stepney, 
fou nd that as th e heir of Sir Ralph Readman, Bart., lif e wasn't quite all beer and 
skittles. Let•s take a peep into th e study at Arncliffe Hall, Sir Ralph's country 
seat 9 when Jimmy's lon g-suffering tutor, Dick Irving, i s endeav ouri ng to sow the 
seeds of learning in somewhat st on~ so il, 

11Now, what i s an archipelago, and what is the derivation of t he word?" 
Jimmy scratched his head and wrinkled his brow. He stared up at the 

ceiling, down at th e floor, and out through th e window. 
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11Did I ever tell yer • ow me an' Martin Dale--" he began. 
"We' re not talking about Martin Dale," said Mr. Irving col dlyo 11?2.ease 

give me your att ention . What is an archipelagoj and what is the derivation of 
the word?" 

Jimmy made a desperate shot at it. 
11A harchipelago--- 11 he began. 
11An archipelago, if you ple1.1.se, 11 corrected Mr. Irvin g. 
11A narchipela go, 11 said Jimmy, 11is a piece of lan d wot ts almost entirely 

surroun ded by wat er ! It comes fr om two Lo.tin words~ narchi 1 ne ar ly ~ an t 
pelago, an isl andl 11 

Dick Irvin g ga~od at his pupil more in sorrow than in anger, but before 
ho could s~y anything, the study clock chimed half- pas t twolve 9 and Jimmy's 
books went flyin g nround th e room, and he jumped to hi s feet. 

11 tArf-tim e !" he cried with a sigh of relief. "No more beastly lessons 
unt il thi s afternoon! _\n 1 I wish ther e wasn't never goin' to be no more of 
' em! I fair ' ates 'em! Lunch aintt until two. Row about comin' f or a we,lk? 11 

Yes, we can certain ly sympathise with Jimmy! But as it happened, he was 
to be free fro m the agon ies of education for many a long week as a r esult of 
th at before-lunch s aunter, for in the course of it he and Irving succoured a 
strange r who had been sorely injured in a f all from his horse , and who gasped out 
a few incoherent words concerning a secr e~ conceal ed in a ring which he had l eft 
in the care of a friend in a distant to vm. Events moved swi ftly from then on, 
for Martin Dale was dr awn into the case when the injured stranger was shot by n 
mysterious assai lant when on the point of reve aling the secret of the ring - and 
th e chase was on! In no time, Dale and Jimmy found themselv es battlin g for their 
li ve s in a thieves' kitchen in Limehouse 9 tr app0d in a burning buil di ng from 
which t hey es caped by the skin of their teeth 9 and th en flying to Paris (a some
what chancy method of trav e l in th e yen r of grace 1912) i n pursuit of t he pur
loiner of th e ring -- a flight whi ch ended in a cr ash from which they emer ged un 
sca thed only to find th~t their ~uarry had fled to Gibr al t ar and thence to 
Tangier. Arriving at the latter salubrious port a bare hop 9 skip and j ump beh i nd 
the thief 9 who had struck out for the interior 9 the t wo •tee s followed as fast as 
camel-pow er could t,ake th em. Finally recov e ring the rin g after a series of hair
raising brushes with crook ed Caids, evil Emirs, and the bloodthirsty in digenous 
nat ives, Dale and .Timmy made a triumphant r et urn to Engl and , where the secret of' 
the ring was reve al ed . Concea l ed under the setting was a micro-p hoto graphed 
document proving th at the ri ghtful heir to the vas t Quarton estates was none 
other than Dick Irving 9 Jimmy's lon g-suffering tutor 1 Thus everything ended on a 
happy note, and though the author did no~ record if Martin Dale tendered a 
s iz ab l e bill to the n ew heir for his professional services, we may assume t hat 
the l att er would cheerfully pres ent Dal e wit h a hP...ndsome cheque if only fro m 
sheer gratitude at the prospect of i n future not be in g compe ll ed to ee,rn bis 
daily br ead by hea r tb reakin g endea vours to instil knowledge i n his somewhat unre
cept iv e pupill 

All vacancies for lo st heirs hav ing for the moment been filled, and feeling 
th e need of a vacation after their str enuous cross-country pe,regrinations in the 
cas e of th e missin g ring, Dalo and Jimmy decided to tre at themselves to a walking 
tour in th e . south of England, which strik es one as a somewhat strange choice of 
rel axat ion afte r cov ering sev eral hundred miles of Moroccan landso µpe on the 
hurricane deck of a camel - one would think th at a coupl e of well-up holst er ed easy 
chairs woul d hav e be en their immediate objective. However, accordin g to t he ___ , ......... _.~ .... _ ... _ .. ___ ... ______ ,, ___ .., ______ , ___ , ____ .... __________ .. 
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author 9 the two sleuths possesse d nerves of steel - and it is poss ible that 
sundry other port i ons of their anatomies were composed of th e same durable 
mate ri al. Be that as it may 9 walk t hoy did: - ri ght int o the strangu c :1s0 of t he 
11Dou:ile Six 11 - as strange and as sin ist er an affair as any they had encountered. 
What was the ri dd l e of the words gasped b y the dying convict who 9 a few seconds 
af t er being snatched: from a worki n g party in -~he yard _ of Kil ton Prison by means 
of a r ope lo wered from an aerop l ane 9 had fallen in a mangled heap almost at the 
feet of the two detectives? 11Th e rope - cut - they wanted me out of the way -
Professor Challender - the Doubl e Six! 11 Dal e pondered deeply ov.cr the strange 
n.ffair 9 nnd on his return to London decided to probe further into it - a resolve 
v,hich was s tr engthened v1hen he was beseeched by a client to look i nto the di s
appearance of her husbo.nd 9 who had van ish ed from hum0-n ken nftc r talcing a 
position as assistant to - Pr of essor Challender! The miss ing man was an engraver 
by profession - and the dead convict had been serving a sentence for counter
feiting! Was it , a link 9 or coincidence? Waving aside his client I s tearful 
statement that she was unable to pay a large fee ( 11Let us no t talk of money -
fees are a secondary conside r at ion wi t h me when I think I can aid the cause of 
truth and justice") Dale soon found the trail of the mi.ss in g husband l ee.ding him 
in to a perilous labyrinth, and he and his youthful assistan t faced death in many 
forms before the dastardly gang of counte:rfei ters calling th emse b res the 11Double 
Si:x:11 was brought to justice. J'immy' s grea.test thrill 9 howeveri came when the 
judge who pres i ded at the trial ca lled him up to the bench, shook hands with him 9 

and co~gratulated him . ( '1Your country is proud of you 9 my boy. You have shovm 
youF s elf a wo1•thy pup il of' Mr. Martin Dale - and hi gher praise than that I can
not give. 11 ) 

Righ praise , j_ndeed! And one cannot but admire the me.nner in which Dale 
l oft il y waved aside the question of fees 9 in the best traditions of his illus
trious predecessors 9 Messrs. Holmes 9 Blake, Lee 9 et a l. I have always wondered 
if our beloved fictional sleuths possessed large bloc ks of Wool worth's shares, 
or an oi l well or two 9 which enabled th em to adop t ouch philanthropic attitud es 
and still pay the rent.. Perhaps it was typical of those gracious days - anyway, 
it is in pleas i ng comparison to our modern private eyes 9 who ask fifty a day and 
expenses without batting an eye l as h and won't even ta.lee their feet off their 
desks without the offer of a roll of t he long green as a retainer. 

One of the .:1dvantnges of be in g a private de t ec t ive , as compared with your 
unfortunate professional oppos it e number at Scotland Yard, who has no sooner 
finished tidyine- up a ll the loo se ends in one case than he finds t hat the Chief 
Commissioner has dumped another t easer in his l ap for "immediate attention 11

9 is 
your ability to ha,nd a 11B0-ck In r.11he Spring 11 notice on your consulting-room dool:' 
and take off for a rest cure whenever your fancy dictates - always assuming, of 
course 9 tho:t the bank balance is re a sonably healthy., However, after their 
stronuous efforts in. the "Double Six" c ase, Dale and Jtmmy could hardly be 
grudg ed a fovv weeks rolnx a tion 9 and so we next find them lazing c1.mong sylvan 
surroundings in the little village of Norchester as the guests of one of Da le's 
fri ends. The quietness of this rural retreat pa ll ed on Jimmy, however, aft e r a 
few d ays. No dying strangers gasp in g cryptic l ast words were encountered in the 
cou...-....seof his ramblings through the verdant lanes, and f i nal l y getting 9 as he ex
pressed it, 11fair cl:espri t 11 ~ he set out on n. bicycle ride, :perhaps in the hope of 
drumming up some business. 

However, nothing of interest materialised in th e cou~se of Jimmy's spin 
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until, almost turning into the cottage gate on his return that evening, he was 
involved in a collision with another youthful cyclist, who, to Jimm.i"s dismay, 
lay unconscious on t he road after the impact. Happily the youth re vi v ed after 
being carried into the cottage, and Jim my 9 after heaving a sigh of relief at the 
stranger's recovery ( though we may perhaps assume that the youthful 'teo sighed 
inwardly at the lack of incoherent b abblings of lost wills or buried treasu~e) 
and having seen him comfortably propped up on the parlour sofa, mounted his 
cycle and set off to Field House to notify the injured youth's guardian, Mr. 
Atkins, of the mishap to his ward. Little did Jimmy drerun, as he pedalled 
through the gathering dusk, that he was soon to be involved in the strMg~ affair 
which was to be filed in the Dale ca.s e-book a::, the "Silver Key" mystery! For, 
dismounting ::i.t the gates of Field House, he we,s pounced upon by t,·10 men, gagged, 
and bustled into · a four-whe e ler before ho could even let go a suitable b last of 
Gun Gutter Alley invective! If Jimmy wo.s consoling himself 9 as they rattl ed 
a long through the d a rk country side 9 with the thought thn:l:i at least somebody 
considered him of sufficient import ance to abduct, his illusion was soon 
shattered. Wbcn his captors finally stopped at a lonely house, and ushered him 
none too gently into the presence of a third man, this gentleman's immediate re
action upon seeing Jimmy was, as the latter would have put it 9 to 11fly off th e 
1 andle". For the two roughs had a.bducted Jimmy in mistvJrn for the lad who was 
oven then nursing his bruises as the result of the bicycl e accident - Tom Langley, 
tho ward of Mr. Atkins of Field House! 

In the confusion that ensued, Jimmy made a dash for liberty, but it was 
only after strenuous efforts that he managed to elude his pursuers and :return 9 

shaken and dishevelled, to tell his story to Martin Dale - and then, as another 
illustrious sleuth once remarked, "the game was afoot! 11 What was the object of 
th e attempted kid.napping of young Tom Langley? Mr. Atkins professed complete 
ignorance 9 but it was obvious · to Dale that he was e. badly shake n man. lill.d what 
was the significance of the badge - a silver key on a red diamond - the sight of 
which filled the master of Field House with shock and dismay? Who was it who 
would go to the lengths of murder and abduction to possess the missing half of a 
torn piece of paper bearing the clue to the secret of Field House? Dal e found 
the riddle of the Silver Key one that taxed his powers to the utmosts and many 
weeks elapsed, in the course of which both ho and his faithful young assistant 
faced death many times, before the way became clear and tho secret was laid bare. 
11Th0 Silver Key" is one of Scott's best yarns, and though lacking the ch ases 
through foreign countries which characterise many of the author's tales, it loses 
nothing throu gh h aving an all-English sotting 0 

Breathes there · a 'tee with soul so dead who never to himself hath s a id., 
110ne of these Days, Downing Street will be calling on me to save the country! 11 

Just as all the far.nous sleuths of fiction 9 from the original Sage of Eaker Street 
onwards, answ ered their countryts call in times of di.re need, so did :Martin Da le 
in the da rk days of 1916 9 when the pitted his skill and courage against a German 
espionage ring operating in England. 11A Scrap of Paper 11 vms the title of this 
story, and in the writing of it 9 the author pulled out all the stops - not one 
single trick in the Scott repertoire was left in the bag 9 and the pace was swift 
right from the first chapter. Jimmy Readman, on a cross-country hike to the 
nearest railway station on the evening of his stealthy departure from Fenmoor 
College ( the afteTinath of u somewhat stormy scene with the :principal) found him
self involved in a perilous intrigue when the dying pilot of a crashed aeroplane 
entrusted him with a leather jacket, sewn into the lining of which was a document 
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containin g top-secret information perta,ining to Germany's naval forces, brought 
from Cologne by the fatally-injured British secret agent . Space forbids me to 
r ela te in detail all the complic at i ons which ensued 9 but that j acket mus t sur ely 
have been the most sought-after a rticl e of appa r e l in history. The two resident 
German s pi es finally beat the Da l e- Reaili~a.n combine to the missing j acke t (Jimmy 
had been rob1 )od of it by a tramp) by a shor·t; head 9 but many were the Teutonic 
oaths which rent the Englich country a ir ~hen afte r jubilantly ri pp i ng out th e 
lining the spies brought to li g ht a second-hand clothes deale r's advertisemeni; 
inst ead of th e pr ecious documen t - which started things off a ll over aga i n! 
Aft er innumerable r amific a ti ons 9 the pr ec ious 11sc r ap of paper 11 was finally run to 
ea rth - but bot h ' te es and spies dead -h eated in it s discovery 9 and but for 
Ji mmy's heroism aft er his beloved 11gtnr 1 nor 11 was disabled by a revolv e r bullet 9 

th e Kai se r's agents might have won th e duy. Howevor 9 a ll ended h appi l y, and our 
heroes must surely have felt th at they had a tt ain ed the pinnacle of fame when 
t hey were personally congr~tulated by th e Pri me Minis t er . Martin Dale fe lt that 
Ji mmy doserv0d the lion's share of the crcdi-t 0 ( 

11It I s Jim my you should thank, 
not mo11

9 said thG grGat detGctive 9 with characteristic modes ty.) However, the 
P .M. wasn 't inclin ed t o argue about it. ( 11BGtween you , you havo r ende:rcd a 
servico to t he Empi r e of which it is i mposs ibl e to exagge r ate th e valuo. 11) 

Here 9 again (without wis hing to appear too merce na r y ) we hope that Dal e 
tenderod a s iz able bill to the Treasury for services r ende r ed 9 for the vicissi 
tudes suffe r ed by him and his youthful assistant in the course of the 11Sc1°ap of 
Pap e r 11 affa ir wou l d have ha d Superman himse lf feeling the need of six months in 
a convalcs ·cent home! 

A..Yld thus 9 wit h congratulations from a gr at eful nation rin ging in their 
ears 9 Mart in Dal e and Jimmy fade from the scene 9 and anot her saga ends. Re
r eading th e ir exp l oi t s after a l apse of more than fort y years, in the c ourse of 
c ompi ling this modest monograph 9 one cunno t but con clu de that the Martin Dale 
seri e s contains some of Maxwe ll Scottts b es t wr itin g , and even t hough many stock 
situations a r e encountered and characteristic tricks a i·e u sed ond re-u s ed, the 
storie s compare mor e than fcovou r ably with many others of th eir type. Scott, of 
co urse 9 created oth er detecti v es. I nm in debted to my good friend Ron Sto r ey, a 
s t a l wa.rt of' our happy brotherhood 9 for d.:ra.wing my attent ion to this author ' s 
11Kenyon Ford 11 series in t he 11Bi g Budg ot. 11

, ~nd stiil another of Scott ts detect i ves 
was Vernon Roe.d 9 who appen.red i n th e 11Boy' s 1eader 11

0 Unfortunately I never 
mcmaged to make the a cqu~intonce of t h0se two pape rs i n my youthful reading dayo 
- an omiss i on whi ch I hope to r emody a t some futur e d ~te. Howeve r 9 considering 
the popular ity of 11Chums II in its heyday 9 whic h wa s the pe riod in whic h th e Martin 
Dalo seri e s appeared 9 i t is possib l e that many older members of our frate rni ty 
may recall with pl ea.sure the explo it s of the detective created by Scott for this 
on ce-f amous boys' parier - a char a ct e r who t hou gh no t destined for a place i n 
s l eut hdom 1 s Hall of Fe.me as was his illu s trio us -predecossor 9 lifelson L ee~ is 
nev ert heless perhaps sufficie ntly id ent i fied wit h some of the au t horls finest 
writing t o justify the title of 11Me.xwell Scot t' s Seco nd String 11

0 
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Tt-,E MORCOVE STORY 
Ey LEONAED PACKMAN 

·X- * * * 
In the Collectors t Digest Annual for 1948, Gordon Kirby wrote an excellent 

but all too short article on Cliff House and Morcove schools. This was nine 
years ago and - so f a r as Morcove is concerned - during tho whole of that period 
no further article on the subject has appeared in the pages of either our monthly 
magaz ine or th e 1 Annual 1 • 

It can, of course, be readiJ.y appreciated that only a small percentage of 
valu~ble space in our magazine can be set aside for the more obscur e papers of 
our youth; but this cannot be said of the "Schoolgirls' Own", for there are 
many supporters of that paper in our ranks. 

The purpose of this little article, therefore, is twofold; firstly" that 
Morcov0 and tho "Schoolgirls 1 Own11 shall receive a fitting tribute

9 
and secondly, 

to bring bo..ck happy memories of those dear schoolgirls chums of our youth -
"Bet ty Barton & Co" ••••• 

Early in February 1921 the Amalgruna.ted Press l aunched a now periodical, 
and one thnt was destined to become famous for its schoolgirl ch a rnct ers - 1w:l'he 
Schoolgirl s ' Ovm Wo<.;kly" fe a turing the gir ls o:f Morcove Schoolv 

It was an attractive -lookin g paper, in size and format somewhat like the 
111folson Lee Library" (New Series), having a yellow cover with blue artist r y v 

The first story, entitled "Scorn ed by the School" featured Betty :Barton, a 
girl from the lforth of Engl3lld 9 on he r arrival at Morcove School. Eetty had had 
a hard time of it in her ear li er days, having looked after the home while he r 
mother was forced to go out to work; sh o was, in fact, known as 11littlo mother". 

T·he ~uthor of tho story w2 ,s given as 11Me.rjorie Stanton 11 , this being the 
pen-nrune of Horace Philli p s, one time oditor of 11Cheer Boys Cheer 11, who a lso 
wrote under the name of 11Ida ll elbourn e 11• 

It vvn.s an excellent and well - written ' first' story, and with the passing 
of tho no.x.t fe w weeks the success of the !)O.por vtas assured. Inde ed, not only had 
it 1 caught on t with th0 g irls but had attro.ct ed many boys - the writer of this 
nrticle being one of tho rn. 

For thos e inter es ted in statistics the 11Schoolgirls' Ovm Weekly" ran from 
5 February 1921 to 23 May 1936, a total of 798 issues, all of which - to my best 
k!wwlodge and belief - were v,ritton by tllo 'original' "Marjorie Stanton". 

The centr a l characters 9 
11Betty Barton & Co11 - the "Co 11 b ein g Betty 's two 

loyal friends 9 Polly Linton (The Madcap) and Madge !\:linden - were we ll delineated; 
in fact th e same can be said of all the characters, but particula rl y so in th e 
case of the 11Co11

• Thus, it is not surprising that in a very short space of time 
Betty Barton & Co wore to become e.s equally well-known as Barbara Redfern & Co 
of Cliff House, 
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The plots were many and v ar ied ; mystery 9 ven de tta 9 treasur e seeking 9 

ex:pulsion 9 ghost s - ove n slavery ab ro ad - a r e but a few. 

Practicall y eve r y Fou rt h For mer was featured at one ti me or another durin g 
th e paperls lon g run. Here are a f ew examp l es; (No. 15) 11:Setty Bar ton's 
Banq_uet 11

; (20) 11:Madgc ~~i nden's Fo ll y"; (82) 11Paul a Cr ee l's Cousin" ; (122) "Stella 
Munro's Choic e " ; (158) "Polly Lintonrs Problm"! 11 J (164) "'i'he Myster y of Norah 
Nugen t'': (171) '1Judith Grandways 1 Choice 11; (177) 11Th e Jewels of lifakara'.' ( Naomer 
Nakara); (322) 11The Sile.nee of Dolly De l a.no 11; (352) 11Ella El good 1 s E1l!l11.ty119 
(403) 11Gr ace Garfield makes Amends" ; (511) "Cor a Grand.ways' Chance"; (543) "Madge 
Min de n's Luc ky Find' 1 ; (645) "Etta HargTove's Ordea l" ; (736) 11The Testin g of Tess 
Trelawney". 

The mistresses, too, had their share of the lim e li ght 9 a s for instance 
"The Ri gh tin g of Ruth Redgrave 11 (lifo. 350) 9 thi s bein g a series of t hree is sues 9 

numbers 348 to 350. 

There v,ere many r eas ons why thes e fin e stori es had such an appeal, but 
pe rh aps the g r ea t est factor vms th ei r seriousness genera lly - whi ch was something 
f ar more r ea lis ti c th ~n was the case with t he majority of sch oo l stories at that 
tim e. By thi s , I do not imply th at th e stori es were not so 'li ght l y ' wr itten as 
those of othe r schools; it is ju st th a t the ' motif' seemed to be to approach 
rea li sm as near as pos~ ible - within th o bounds of fiction. 

Towa rd th e en d of the year 1922 came the first 11Schoolgirls t Own .Annual 11, 

dated for 19239 and although not containing the amount of Norcove material as had 
been gene r a ll y cmti ci pa t ed 7 the we lco me a.ddi tion of Cliff House stories and 
nrticl es (illustrc.ted by G.E. Dodshon of 111rhe Sch ool Friend ") assure d t he volume 
of a succe ssful le .unc h in g . The fo ll owing yea r's 11Annu a l 11 provided similn.r fare, 
with pe rh aps sli ght l y more Horcov e material. The 11Schoo lgirls' Own Annual 11 

c arried on (minus Cli ff House stories) until 1940 (d ate d 1921), but no story of 
Morc ov e appeared i n th e f i na l vo lum e . 

li eanw hil e 9 in .Ja.nua:r.·y 1923 came the 11School girl s t Own Librar y ". For some 
littl e while the stories, which were reprints of the ear li er ' weekly ' papers, 
were shared each month between Morc .ove and Cliff House, a lthou gh there v,er e times 
when both issu es featur ed the former. Most regr ett ab l y, at a later date, the 
pub li she rs dec i ded to continue the Libr ary to the c omplete exclusion of both 
Cliff Rouse and l\Jorcove. However, for a. considerable number· of years liorco v e 
was we ll to tho fore. 

Then 9 in 1936, afte r a run of close on sixteen years, the " Sch ool gi rls' 
Ovm Weekl y 11 was incorpor ate d wit h 11The Sc hoo lgirl 11 

9 
and it w1:.s goodbye to the 

d ea r old ye ll ow and blu e j acke t. True, there wer e serin.l stori es of Morcove in 
11The Schoolgirl" 9 but it was not the st:!me thin g . Fortunately, the 1 Libr a r y 1 was 
still go in g strong, and cont inu ed to do so until 1940, t he l ast Eorcove story 
b ein g entit l ed 110n Trial at Morcov e 11 (}To. 730 9 da t ed 1'.foy 1940 ). In a,ll, there 
wer e 94 1Iorcov e stories i n the "Schoolgirls 1 Own Libr ar y 11

9 a ll of whic h wer e re
prints9 the date of the f irst being Februa ry 19237 in No. 4 of that paper. 

And now for s ome gene r a l i nformation abou t Morcove School and. i ts 
i nha bit ants . 

Morcove School stands on th o north co ast of Devon 9 facing t he sea
9 

and 
abou t six mil es away from the n ea r est to wn of Barncombe. Although the school it
self is a fairly new buil ding 9 it was buiH on the sit e of a monastery • 
... _ ... __ . ___ ....... --.... - ..... .-- ........ ,_,.. .... __ ._, ___ .... _____ , ____ _ 
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It is a 1wndsomo whit o stone bu ildin g, with north and south wing s . The 
Form-rooms, tho Great Hall, th o music-room o..nd dining-roo m a rc i n the main 
building. 

The dormitories l'l.Yld studios Bre in th e South Wing 9 whil e t he Nort h Wing 
consists of the mistrosscst s tudi es and rooms, the kitchens and some of th e 
staff's rooms. Tho maids h e.ve their rooms on tho top floor of the main bu ildin g . 

The Sixth Foimers' studies are on the ground floor of the Scnth Wi ng , the 
Fifth Formers' are on the second floor, and the Fourth Form studies are on the 
third floor. 

The Second and Third :F'orrns have no studies 9 and their dormitories a r e on 
th e first floor. 

Each Form has a Common Room of its own i n the main bu il ding. 

The ~uadrangle is in front of the main 
stretch to th e south, facing th e South Wing, 
dir ec tly in front _of the main bu il ding . 

building, and the playing fields 
The lodge and sc h ool gates are 

The lod ge is occupied by Septimus Steggles, the school porter. His wife, 
'' Drune Steggles", runs the school tuck- shop, which is near the lod ge . 

THE 1~I STRESSES: Miss Alice Edith Somerfi o ld, M.A., F.R.G.S. - Headmistress; 
l oved a..'1d r e sp e cted by schol a rs and mistresses alike; Miss Mildred l\Iass i ngham , 
B.A. - At one t i me mistress of the Fourth Form 9 but now Fifth Form mistress; 
hliss Ruth Faith Redgrave, B.A. - Fourth Form mistress; Miss Ponelop e Potter, 
B.Sc. - Th ird Form mistress; Mis s Gl ady s Th e lma Norman, B.Sc. - Second Form 
mist r ess . 

SCHOLARS (With P0n Pictur es of the principal charact e rs)g Sixt h Form:- Ethe l 
May Courtway - Capta i n of t he School and head monitress; Lena Grayson - The most 
un popu l a r moni tres s in the school. Fi fth Form: - Conni e Cart e ret - Capta in of the 
Form and a goo d all-1·ound sportswoman; Maggie Barlow, fond. of playing japes; 
Juanit a Baroja , th e best tennis p layer at i'tlorcov e . Fourth Form: - Betty Barton -
Capta in of the Fourth 9 and an all-r ·ound sports woman. 'iJhen she first came to 
Morcove mos t of th e Form were against her, but sh e soon demonstrated that she was 
t he best girl they could have for a cttptain 9 and. she has been c ap t ain ever since; 
Polly Linton - Known as 11t he mad.cap of the school 11. A thorough l y jolly gi rl with 
a cr aze fo r joking end tcP.s i ng; Paul a Creel - The a ristocr at of t he :B'orm. She 
is n, very pre tty gir l, w:i. th fair h a ir and blue ey es . She speaks wit h a s li ght 
lis p and cannot pronounce her r's 9 Dolly De l ane - Nicknamed 11the Door - mr..t 11

9 

because she is so obli ging t hat it i s sa iu. she wou ld let anyone use her as a 
doo r- mat if they r ea ll y wanted t o do so; lfa omer Nnkara - In he r own country 
lfo.omer is a queen? but at Morcove she is j us t a fun-lovin g 9 merry littl e thing 5 
Madge !..ii nde n - The music a l genius of the Form. Rat he r sedate, but always r eady 
to join in with anything t hat is go i ng on. She ha s b ea ut if ul brQ\,vn ha ir and 
eyes; Tess Trelawncy - The most a rtistic girl in the Form . Very fond of sketch
ing and painting and v ery modes t about her t a lents; Nora Nu gen t - A pr etty girl 
of Iri sh descent but who has a l ways lived i n En gl and 9 so she does not speak with 
c.n Iri sh brogue; Hel en Ci'a.ig - The only daug hter of a weal th y widower, and a 
com1)ar a.ti ve newco mer to Morcove (in 1928); Cora Grandways - The 11sto rmy petrel 11 

of the Fonu. An avo wed enemy of Betty :Barton and har chums 9 and always ready to 
do them a bad turn; Judi th Gr andwa ;s,-s - Her sist er, who di d c a rry ou·I; he r promise 
t o reform . Now frien dly with Betty & Co, and has to put up with a great deal of ____ .,. _____ .... __ ,,_. __ .. ___________ , ____________________ _ 
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spitefulness from her sister as a consequence ; Trixie Rope - .A p .!:etty, da::-k 
girl, small a.nd vivacious; Ursula Uade - A spiteful sneak for whom nobody cares; 
Grace Garfield - An uncertain type of girl, who changes her mind very quickly; 
Stella Munro - At one time rather a snob, but now changed for the b etter; The 
rest of the :F'ourth Formg Monic a Holden; Mabel Rivers; Jess Lingard ; Ella E:1.good; 
Sybil Farlow; Diana Forbes; Kathleen Murray; Eva Merrick; El s ie Drew and Ett a 
Ra.rgrove. Third Form:- Dot Fairfax - 'l'he unofficial "captain" of the Third Form 
and the jolliest of all the youngsters; Beryl Tiestwood - Dot's great chum; 
Hermione Merrick - A younger sister of Eva Merrick's, of the Fouth Fermi; Florence 
Cook - Also a gr eat chum of Dot Fairfax. The Second Fann girls are very young 9 
and are gener a lly referred to as "the Kindergarten". 

There are 9 of course 9 many other scholars, but these are the ones who 
figured most prominently throughout the stories. One other Fourth Fonner, whose 
name does not app ear in the "Schoolgirls t Own Annual 11 records but whom I remember 
playing a featured part in some stories round about the year 1926 9 and later

9 
in 

the early 'thirties, is Pam Willoughby., Maybe she left ••• I must confess I can
not r e coll e ct. There were oth ers, too, who did come and go 9 but as this article 
is only intended to bring back memories of the permanent characters th e 'short 
st ay ers' are omitted. 

Nuch could be wirt en of the stories themselves; the trials and tribula
ti ons of Betty Ba rton, tho scrapes of Polly Linton, the Fourth Form ers' a dven
tures abroad with Naomer Nakara in the latter's country 9 the sche mes of Co r a 
Grandw ays, and so on. Each and every one played her part in the lforcove Saga -
and played it admir ably. Perhaps at some future date more will be written about 
the actu a l stori e s ••• and maybe space could be found for the complete list of 
titles of the "Schoolgirls' Own Weekly" (I have them all)., 

One thing nt le a st is certain ; Betty Barton & Co. and Morcov e School will 
a l ways be r emembe r ed by th os e of us who re ad of them i n our youth. "Lon g Liv e 
Morcov o11! 

(I t end er my gr a t eful appreci a tion to Ver a Nichols a nd Derek Adl ey f or 
t he ir h e lp in supplying much useful inform ation. - L.P.) 
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By ERIC Fli.YlfE 
·**·*-¥.··********* 

C(och 

The long 9 long story of •rom ~.ferry 's Schooldays was starting again 9 right 
from the begin...'1.ing, The title I had. suggested for the first story 9 - "TOM MERRY 
- NEV BOY"9 - had been adopted, 

I feH a sense of responsibility. For six months I had pe1'sisted with my 
request that this experiment should be tried 9 and now it was a re a lity. Obvious
ly9 it was up to me to do all that I could to make it a success. From now on I 
worked hard to do my small share in buil ding up the circulation of . the Gem. My 
ef forts were 9 of course 9 a droJ ? in the ocean 9 but 9 being in the teaching pro
fession, I was in touch with hundreds of boys and girls, and I did what I could. 

i'ly Gem Club was a tremendous hit; I was in a position to make it so. For 
years we had Gem dances, Gem whist drives, Gem fancy dress galas 9 Gem outings; 
everybody attending these coun-tless functions over the years had to carry a 
current copy of the Gem. I ran competitions of all tY:Pes in connection with the 
old p-~pe r ; when these comp et it i ons were of a literary charac-t ,er, the entries 
were sometimes sent to the Editor, with the request th nt he would jud ge them 9 and 
he kindly did so. ]y these and similar methods, I won hundreds of extra readers 
for the Gem. My boys and girls of the nineteen-t_hirties were keenly Gem-conscious, 
and not only the youngs·i;ers 7 - their parents, too 7 took an i mmense inter es t in our 
various ncti viti es 9 and many wrote to me of their personal recollections of the 
paper from their own youth. 

Mr. R.J. 1iacdonald sent me a delightful original painting of Tom Merry. 
Framed, it hung in my senior form-room for nearly t wenty years, and today it is 
one of my most cherished possessions . Sometimes, when a special function vras in 
progress , a tel egram with a cheery message, signed Mar tin Clifford, would arrive. 
Pr obab ly Martin himself knew nothing about it 9 but my boys and g irls thought he 
did, and that was all that matt ered. 

Only a few ye a rs ago, t en yea rs or more after the Gem had ceased to be, 
one of my Old Boys camu to a fancy dress b al l as Arthur Augustus D'Arcy, and 
ca rried off first prize. I sent a photogr aph of him, in character, to :Mr. 
Hamilton. 

BACK TO 1907 : 

Revi ewing i t now, I see that the decision of the Fl eetway House to turn 
back t he clock was a momentous ono for them to have made. It must have entai l ed 
a great deal of consideration. Clearly 9 it would never have been done e.t a ll if 
th e Gem had been in a healthy state in the ear l y months of' 1931. The paper was 
i n de e p wa ters 9 a nd -the drastic measures which I had lon g advocated were taken, -
measures which might kill or cure. The Twilight Years 9 the masses of substi tuto 
stories which had ch a r acterised the Gem for so long were left behind, and the 
clock wns turned back. -- .. ·--~------- ---------- - ---------·-----------·---
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The clock was turn od back a quarter of a century 9 but the span was really 

far greater than the pe riod of tim e suggests. In re a lity 9 the cl c.::;k was turned 
back to another age 

9 
to an earlier, ha lf-for go tten world 9 - a dista i'lc e which many 

woul d hav e thought could never successfully be bridg ed . 

11TOM MERRY - NEW BOY" had be en written at t he commencement of 190 7 9 in a 
lei sur e ly age of dusty l anes, gas -li ghting, h orse tr af fic, muffin-m en, zinc milk
cans, cott age lo aves, dr a:wing room s an d parlou r s r es pl endent with r ed plush and 
hors eha ir s of as; serv ant s , in caps and aprons, were t wo a p enny, lik e t Pe ea rly 
Gem; t wo yea rs we re still to p as s bef ore Bleriot flew the Channel ; ra gt i me was 
half a decade away in th o future 9 j a zz was awaiting cre ation ; the motor car was 
in it s infancy; the motion picture had hardly started to flicker, let a.lone to 
t a l k; th o primitive giant-horned gramophone was ju s t gaining popul a rit y; radio 
was waitin g in tho wings . 1907 9 an ago of Qlas s distinction, when pover ty and 
wealth ex i s ted side by sid e . Everybody was intens e ly pat rio t ic, and Eng lish 
people spoke Eng lish ; th e time was still . f a r dist an t when it would become fash
ion ab l e for Britons t o d ecry everything Briti sh. 

Between 1907 and 1931 l ay the greatest Ha r the world had ev er known • .An 
era had ende d in 1914; t ho habit nnd thou gh t of Blu e Cov er d ays l ay trampled 
f er b onoa th th o muddy soil of Fl ande r s . It would seem th at the su ggest ion I 
mado

9 
an d upon which the Flee t way Hous e o.ct ed 9 was a dar i ng one 9 - and s o it was , 

i n n. way. 

Alm YNr-----

Yot ano th er q_u.::i.rt or-century has now gone by since 1931, and 9 ov en in 1957 9 

th ose fifty - yenr -old Tom Merry stories cnn be r ea d w~th k ee n enjoyment. It could 
be sa id th at schoo l stories do not d ate , but th a t would not r eall y be true. 
"Eric", "Tom :Bro wn", ttSt a lky & Co11

9 and m."'.ny others a r e heavily dc:,ted. It V!Ould 
b e mor e ac cu r ate to so.y t h:".t a few v1riters have the kn ack of oxp ros s in g them
se lv es so that t he ir work novor d ~t es . 

Those t wo-scor e -!d Gem stories have a secret, illusiv e charm. They arc so 
i nge nuo us , so f ull of lif e 9 so sparkling wit h fun; t hey wer e written with a boy
ish enthus i a sm whi ch is sub tly but sur e ly conv eyed to th e read er . They have a 
magic cluality which one fin ds in no oth er stori es , oven by th e master. 

Perhaps 11rrm.1 r,'.lERRY - NEW BOY11 could hardly avo i a. being someth in g of a 
period pi ece 9 ov en so lo ng ago as 1931. It was just n ot beli eva bl e th at a boy of 
f ifte en woul d arr iv e at a minor public school li ke Clav er in g in a velvet Faunt
l e r oy suit 

9 
for su ch at tir e had surely gone out of fashion b efo r e th e turn of 

t ho c entury. But , a llo vrln g fo r tho v aga ri es of lovabl e 1Iiss Fa,,cett, the story 
got by 9 and tho r ep rint s ~e re so'.:lfely l aunc hed . A ren ewed period of prosperity 
c wne to tho Gem. 

But , though t he init i a l st age s wer e s af e l y n egot iatod 9 th ere wer e still 
pitfalls ahead . The blue-cover Gems had appea r ed at a ti me when publish ers g ave 
amaz i ng value f or money. The penny Gem of the b lu e cove rs had 32 pa ges 9 as 
aga in s·li th o 28 pages of t he twop enny Gem of 19 31. The print of the earl y papers 
had be en much smaller, the space a llotted to advert is ement s much l ess. In conse
quence, tho ear l y stori e s were much lo nge r th a n tho editor required in th e nine
t P-cn -t. h irti o 8. 

This difficulty did not present itself whi l e the {'ii series formed t he star 
attractions . Those s tories we re rou gh ly of the l ength ,~anted, and only a little 

----·--or·-·--·--·-·---
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judicious pruning was necessary. It can~ in f act 9 be admitted that in t h e early 
stages of the rep rints th e abridgment was carried out qu i te compet,mtly. 

But with the arrival of the double-length stories 9 we had ar. other kettle 
of fish entirely. With o. handf ul of exceptions 9 the ld blue - cover Gem stories 
were almost doublG tho l ength normally re q_uir ed. Again, it can be admitted thP.t 
some of the tales wou ld have lost nothing a t a.11 from careful pruning . lli th the 
corning of the lon g stories in 190 8 9 wo find~ few of thorn a trifle stodgy 9 bogged 
down at times with padding in the form of fac0tious dialogue. Stories of this 
type benefit ;od from pruni ng . 

It ii:: my personal opinion that the period from 1911 till 1913, inclusive 
of both years 9 was the Golden Age of the Gem. Masterpiece followed master:piece 9 

stories which were sometimes equalled but never surpassed in the years to come~ 

These were the tales which suffered most in the reprinting. As they were 
too long for the Gem of the thirties 9 a careful general shrinkage was obviously 
indicated if they were not to be spoiled. This, unhappily 9 was not generally 
done. The abridgment was often careless and clumsy 9 who le chunks being cut out 
h i ggledy -pi gg le dy, the re sult sometimes being a sorely unbalanced and unsatisfy
ing story. 

The delayed ar rival of Levison was anothe r factor which marred so me of the 
fine tales of this period. In yarns which should have shown the development of 
Levi.son as a cunning and clever young r asca l, the actions and remarks of Levison 
were attributed to the appalling name of Snipe. The a rriv a l of Levison was de
layed to coincide with the Lumley-Lm,ley series. Owing to the comple ·~e omission 
of c ortuin tales for various reasons 9 tho Editor found the seasons passing with 
gre'l,tcr r :,pidity than ho could cope with. The Lumley-Lumley series had to wait 
for the propitious time of year when the Outsider should appear, and this meant 
that Levison had to wait also. 

While admitt i ng that this sort of thing was reasonable to some e:x:tent 9 it 
must be said that the leaping forward to a group of stories, followed by a return 
to collect some that had been by-passed, seems at times to have been considerably 
more than was necessary . 

I kept a sharp eye on stories which had been skipped, and on many occasions 
was responsible for the fact that they were eventually reprinted. Owing to the 
dodging abou t, and the fact that most of the titles vrnr e altered, it was not easy 
to keep a chock on them a l l . 

In the following summary of the yo n.rs of tho r eprints , I list at th e end 
of e ach year the most interesting of the stories which were l ef1_ out. With e. few 
exceptions 9 I ignore the stories by substitute ,1ri tors. 

THE YEAR 1931: 

At Clavering, Mr. Henry Rnilton, tho Hoe.dmastor, became rir . Victor Railton, 
- a very necesso.ry correction. 1ir. Quelch, the master of the Sho ll, bocnmo 11r. 
Welch . Wingate 9 the captain of Clavering 9 wa.s ch anged to Felg a tq Horth, the 
prefect, bocamo South. 

Very little pruning was done in the opening story, but one piece is of 
interest. In the original story v,as the sentence "Sir Charles Grandison in his 
boyish days must have been a great deal like Tom at this period of his life". 
This was a reference to ~ novel by Richardson in which Grandison, the hero 9 was 
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poli tc and chj.valrous to a tocLious dcgrco. Wh8ther readers v;ero familiar with 
the works of Richardson in 1907 is a questions but obviously the y rrere considered 
as unfamiliar with that ,vriter in 1931 . 

The national cricket heroes of 193 1 were completely different from tnose 
who had been i n the :public eye i n 1907. A deleted sentence i n the second reprint 
vms "With the hitt i ng of a young Jessop 9 the pace of a Fry 9 and the grace and 
sty l e of a Palairet 

9 
Tom T.;:erry wns certainly tho finest cr i cketer outside tho 

Sixth " . Less necessary was the change from 11.ll. budding W.G. Grace" to "A budding 
Robbs 11

• 

Inspectoi' Skeet of the early stories became Skeut 9 the spe l ling of tho 
name with which we wore familiar. 

11'l'he Schoolboy Tocs 11 was tho very first ya.rn to in·~roduco Ferrors Locke. 
Jack Bln..1<:o

9 
t a lking of' Locke , remarked, 11Ther c 1 s a detective here. I don't kno,1 

whe thGr it ' s Stn.n l ey Daro or Frank Ferrett". Who De.re o.nd ii'errott may have been 
I huve no ido r:,9 but in the reprint 9 the nnme of Sexton Bloke was substituted. 

Ferrers Locke was featured in a large number of the ear l ie r Gem tales 9 

usuall;y with Tom 1:erry as his boy assistant. I t was curious that he dropped out 
of the Gem after the 111\~yste r ious X11 series, to reappear in tho Magnet. 

"Tom ~e rry - the Boy Tec 11 gave an example of a co r roction which should 
h Gve been made but wasn't. Gussy , t ravell i ng by t rain from St. Jim's in ~ussex 9 

c.rri vod at Euston . :But a cabman became a taxidri vor 9 and a se l ler of "Stars" 
and 11Echoes 11 beco.me a vendor of 11Stars 11 and 11r,Towses11

• 

La rtin Cl ifford docs not seem to have docidod very early in which pa.rt of 
t he country St. ,Jim's wn.s 8ituc1.tod, but by 1931 everybody should have known. 
About a year l ater , in "W.'llly tho Runmi' CY11

, Torn Morry & Co wont by train fror.:1 
Rylcombe a.nd 9 in the original tale , arrived at Charin g Cross. In the reprint, 
t he terminus was ch anged to Water l oo . :30th were wrong 9 for a train from Sussex 
would arrive at Victori a or London Bridge . 

"The St. Jim 1 s Speed Cops 11 rang a false note in 1931. Tom Merry drove 
Lord Eastwood• s car. As Tom was described as b eing bare l y fifteen years old 9 it 
is unlike l y that he could have held a driving licence in 1931 9 even if there was 
no such ag e restriction in 1907. This was the first story to introduce Cousin 
:t'the l 

9 
na.i:1ed Ethel Ifayn ard in th e original, and chan ged to Cl eveland in the re

print. 

The issue dated Dec. 5th, 1931 brought 11st . Jim's for Merrie Christm as '1 

which had appeared as 11ToI!l l:.forry ' s Christmas " on lfov. 23rd 9 1907, in the Gem1 s 
first Christoo.s Number end first Doubl0 J.'Tumber. :F'ortun a.tely, th e Editor in 1931 
r an it as a cover-to-cov er story, ruid this ~elightful 9 seasonable :frolic thus 
esc a ped. the mutil ation suffered by scores of other fine yc.rns l G.t er on. 

OMITTEDt 

There wore 42 Tom hlorry sto r ies i n the 48 issues of the i d Gem. Of those 1 

only four wore omitted in the reprinting po l icy. -

110UR CAPTAIN11• As there were on l y four stories of Tom ~1erry at Clav ering, it 
seems a pity t hat this, the second of them 7 was passed over. Probably the Edi tor 
w 1.:u3 anxious to got Tom to S·b. Jim ' s 9 in order to brin g back on the sccno Gussy 
and tho other well-l01own characters. 

---~··---- ........... _____ . ____ ,, ____ , 



Page 54 ·-------------·-------· -·-· ... --... -.--.... ---- ····-·-·---·~------·- .. ·---~--,.,. ... -.. ~- ... --..... ,, ........ -
11THE ST. Jil.P s CURJ'.I..TD11• This story introduced ~fr. Dodds who fo a tur od f a irly 
frequently in the early yoars . True, it a l so introduced a Greyfr:i. u rs whoso 
junior c.apta. in was Yorko n.nd whose domon bowler was ono, Por..sonby, but it was a 
pleasant crickot story, and tho names could ha vo been changed. 

11THE DIAl30LIS'1'S11
0 P lousnnt ~cried piece of th o Di a.bolo crc.z o. 

"SKD/IPOLE' S LITTLE SCHEME11• For a froclc character, it v1oul d scorn th a t Skimpolo 
wa.s fe a tured fa1' too often i n the Gem• s early ye a rs. A greet many Skimpolo 
stori 0s wore reprinted, but this one , tho first of them al l, was not. It con
cerned Skimpolc' ·s craze for Socialism, and brought in a trrunp 9 Bill Bunter . It 
i s a question whet her n.ny breath of po litics is dcsirnble in a school story 9 oven 
when, as in th i s c~s c 9 t he m~tter is lightly ~,nd quite f~irly pr osontod . Actu a lly 
it i s l'- ve r y droll and e.musing t o.l e 1 and most people 9 re ading it tod ay, 'l':ould bo 
vastly entertained. 

THE YEAR 19 32: 

The~ Gem stories continued i nto 1932, two of them being held over until 
the swnmer. These two, 11Expel led from st •. Jim' s 11 and 11Tom :r.ierr y' s Camp" were 
joined together, and appeared as a cover-to-cover story under the title 11Sacked 
from St. Jim 1 s 11• Only very slight abridgment took place, and the wel ding of the 
two stories into one was we ll done, mo.king an o:ictremely good y~ r n .. 

The fi r st of the double -l ength blue cover Gems, 11The Gather i ng of the 
Cl tms 11 appeared. at the end of l!,ebruary 9 under the title 11The Treaty of St. Jim 1 s 11. 
Running from cover to cover, it was practically unabridged. 

A few more from the shorte r t,d series then caine up, and at tho end of 
J\Tnrch the second of the longer stories, once more ru nn in g the ful l length of the 
pap er, and again very littl e cut. 

At the end of hlarch we had the first ex ampl e of a good sto ry spoile d by 
haphazard prw1 i ng . 11i.::ollish 9 the Misc hief-Mo...lcor 11 

( originally 11The Tel l -Tale 11, 

and once pub li shed in tho Penny Popu lar under th e far sup erior title of "Rough 
Justice 11) would h ave suff e red nothing fr om a genera l shrink:a.ge in the opening and 
mi ddle chapters, but in stead of this c. huge chunk was cut wh olesale f r om tho 
fin a l chapte r just when a tingling cli max was working up. I t ruined th o story . 

Ey the close of Eay 9 the r epr i nt s h::id re ached a sta ge in the early Gem 
when the stor i es of Al an i7a;yward r an side by side wit h the schoo l t a l es. The 
h'ayv,ard adventure series appea r ed for abo ut three months in 1908 9 and 9 in conse
quence, the Tom Nerr y stories had been much shorter. Two stories, the second of 
which was drast ic a ll y pruned , were uni·hed i n 1932 9 and appeared a s 11The Kidnapped 
Cricketers 11. 

A more unusual state of aff a ir s is evident with the next tv,o reprints. 
111rho St. Jim' s Par li :iment 11 romprisod the combination of 11Skimpo l e 1 s New Ide a 11 

with the opening ch a pters from 1"l1he Parli ament a ry Ca.ndid ,":1te11• Then 11Pr i me 
Nini st er of St . Jim's II opened ·with the closing chapters of 1'1:he Par l iament a ry 
Ca.YJ.did::i.to" linked with 1Told on the Te l ephone 11.. Thus, throe early talcs wore 
welded n.nd cut to m;;,.kc two reprints. In my view t hoy were dry 9 wordy t a lcs, roid 
not wor t h tho troubl e ~ 

Augus t brought the reprinting of the Gorn' s very first summer holiday 
series, - six t ales of a party from St. Jim's aboard the S.S. 11Condor 11., Un
abr i dged, these stor i es made very sat i sfy i ng reading. I f Mart in Clifford ha d -·~-- ...... -_ ... ___ ... ..,_.,.._""_ .... __ .... , __________________ _ 
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actually written them in the thirties 9 there is no doubt that hectic a•Jventll1 ·e in 
foreign lands would have been the lot of the boy s on t:ie Condor. As it vYas9 

schoolboy fun and games, plus a feud with Mr. Ratcliff over the heaving waves, 
provided a charmin c hol i day interlu de, a charm which has never l es0ened with the 
passing of the years . 

In October, "The Joker of St. Jim's 11 turned up as 11Tom Merry at the Zoo 11
• 

Typical of so many of the p l easant romps of blue cover days 9 it is momor2,ble for 
Gussy's side -sp lit tin g efforts to tell a 11shaggy dog 11 story. Wis py as gossamer, 
this story had a c l over humour whi ch I always find convulsing. 

Mid- Decer:iber brought 1'The Ghost of St. Jim 1 s 11 which had first appeared in 
mid-November 1908. This was the sto ry where Binks terrorised the School House by 
tapping on the walls from tho sec ret passage, and it had appeared in a Xmas 
Double Number. Although the issue of 1932 was described as "Greatly Enl arged 11

9 

the four extra pages were utilis ed for advert ise ments 9 and in conseq_uence the 
story was cut by no l oss th an ten chapters. This classic Christmas t a le was 9 in 
c onscq_uenco 9 a roero ghost of its former so lf 9 raoro's the pit y. 

The year ended v,·i th th e commencement of th o GGm1 s first travel series, Tom 
Mer1°y in luneri ca with Gussy 9 Bl ake 9 Skimpole 9 and i}ally D1 Arey. By lat or stand
ards 9 those five would seem to make odd travelling companions, but six stories 
form ed nn exce ll ent scrios 9 and one which compares favourably with the outstand
i ng travel stories in the Gem and Magnet as time went on., 

OMITTED: 

" SKI.t"'V<POLE9 DNl'EOI'IVE". Skimpole story 9 intr oducing Ferrers Locke. There seems no 
apparent reason why this story was left out 9 but Sk.impole was much overplayed in 
the ea.rly Gems. 

11THE DErECTIVE 1 S PUPILS 11• Another Skimpole -F errers Locke story. Probably 
omitted b ec ause it was very short. 

11SKTI1POLE1 S CRUSAD1J11• Very short. More about Skimpole and Locke. 

'T0 !,1 AT 'l'IIE FRANCO-BRITI3l:I'1 • A dated piece of a visit to a famous Exhibition of 
1908. 

TEE YEAR 1,233: 

In mid-Februa ry came what is apparently the first reprint of a substitute 
story. It must be admitted that in 1909 it i s not so easy to detect the efforts 
of the substitute writers. Usually the imitation yarns stand out as such 1 but 
Martin Clifford was not alvrays at his best 9 and what i s actual l y a story from his 
pen may 9 poss ibl y 9 be mistaken as coming from elsewhere. 

ttHoro and Cad" 9 oricina ll y 11D1 Arcy M:inor•s Chum11
9 is definitely a substi

tute story 9 an<'l. i .t is almost certci ,inly the first one that ever appeared in the 
Gem. 

This wo.s fol lo wed by 11Cr.ll of the Scn.11
9 which centered around one, James 

BalJ.antyne 9 who was sent to St. Jim's agninst his y1il l 0 In the reprint his nrune 
was ch c.nged to J3llles Raleigh 9 though why this ch ange was made is a puzzle. 

In March, Bern.:!.rd Glyn ce .. me on the scene in 11The Schoolboy Inventor". 
Odtly enough, in 19099 Glyn had first been mentioned as being at St. Jim's in tho 
pr ev ious week's story 9 

11The St. Jim 1 s Terriers", which 9 in my opinion, vms a 
substitute story. I comment further on this point in Omissions at tho end of tho ------ ·--
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review of 1933. 

At the end of April came two rather curious stories, 11The Rival Scho0Js 11 

and "St. Jim I s for Ever", originally :published in the Gem c:.s 1'rom ti:arr y 1 s 
Triurnph 11 and 11Played Out 11• These stories arc rewritten from 11Tom Eerry & Co'\ a 
long story v,hich i"iartin Clifford especia lly wrote for the Boys ' Fri end Library 
No . 30, in 1907, when Tom Merry had not lon g been at St. Jim's. This was the 
very fi:rst story of Rylco mbe Grammar School. 

'1The D'Arcy Cup 11 in mid-July was a substitute story, concerning water-po lo. 
'I1he early sub writers had a habit of introducing unusual sporting themes into the 
Gem. 

1'Tom i,:e rryt s Trip 11 was a peculiar story in October 1909. It was still 
more peculiar that it vras selected for reprinting in July 19 33. Tom ~:erry 1 s 
uncle invited hi m to take a party to France. At the end of the tale, when the 
pa rty v;as seated in the train, a telegraph boy came along the platform with a 
telegram stati ng that the start of the outing was delayed till next v,eek. 

There are two possib l e solutions of this mystery. One, that the star 
author ' s copy was not ready to follow on with the series, so the Edi tor inserted 
the few lines at the end of the story. More lik e ly, I think: 9 th e Editor dis
covered that the series was to culmin ~te in the double-length Christm a s story 9 

bringing the Xmas number oarlier than he wanted it. At any r ate, in 1909, a 
substi tutc-;1 story fol l owed 1vrom Merryt s Trip 11 , and then Tom Uer ry & Co started off 
on the journey abroad which was to culminate in the Christmas story at the 
Chat eau Cernay. 

In July 1933 9 
11Tom Merry's Trip 11 appeared as "The Boy with Too Ma.'l'ly 

Frionds 119 closing wil;h !;he vague lines about ·the trip being temporarily post
poned. But the actual visit to France did not tnke placo in the reprints until 
more than four ye ars l ~ter, when the Chateau Corn a y sericrn formed Christmas 1937. 
No doubt this h old-ovor vms due to tho fact th at the Chat ea u Corn ay stoi·y had 
been published f a irly r ecently in the Schoolbo;y's Ovm Library. But why publish 
that story in the S. O.L. at that time? And, oven more pertinent 9 why !)Ublish 
the opening stor<J of the se ri es in the Gem of July 1933? Truly tho Fle ctwny 
House moved inn mysterious way its wonders to perform. 

At the end of 19099 two stories of Gussy at Tomsonio 1 s Circus had appeared 9 
in connection with a circus series which Charles Hamilton was then writing in 
Pluck. These t wo stories were r eprinted in J~igust 1933. 

In August the Nelson Lee Li brary gave up the ghost, and was incorporated 
vri th th e Gem. For a time, stories of St. Frank ' s occupi ed the l as t f ew pages of 
the Gem. This, together with the fact that more space was being devoted to ad
vertis ements 9 made necess a ry stil l more drastic cutting of' the St • .Jim's stories. 
I t \"JaS a pity, for t he yn.rns of the Gorn' s Golden Age were approaching. 

At the end of September c a.me two tales, very heavily abridged, of Tom 
Merry in Monte Carlo. Actually, in the ear l y Gem, a year hud elap se d between the 
Cernay series and this one. Possibly the Editor, in 19 33, ho ped that this ]Ion to 
Ca rlo series would link with the abandoned trip of July. 

At the close of November commenc ed the famous series where Tom Herry lost 
all his money, and becamG a drift in London, - seven stories spoiled by unskilful 
and very severe pruning. In one of them, Tom originally met Jack, Sam, and Pete, 
a nd the dog Rory, In the reprint, the names were changed 9 rather sadly, to Jim, 
-·--..... ·---~-.... -- -·--·~·-·-· .. ---~--- ·~----·---- · 
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Buck 9 and Rastus 9 though the dog r emained Roryo 

This seri es included the Christmas number for 19 33, entitled " Gussy, the 
Ghost " 9 origin a lly 111.l'om 11erry' s Rcsol vc 11

• The entire ori gin a l centre of this 
story was scrapp ed 9 and several new chapt ers wer e writt en in by somebody. The 
portion delet ed had told of Skimpole 1 s arrival a.t Ea sthorpe to t ake part i n a 
par li amentary election 9 - a tedious sequence, th e cutting of which was no loss. 
Unfortun ate l y, the now c hap ters wore very uninspir e do 

Actually, two years h ad passed in Gem stories between th o Xmas Humber of 
1932 and thnt oi 1933. 
ONI'l'TED~ 
11THE FEUD OJ!' THE FOURI'H11

• Substitute story in which Clifton Do.no made his 
ini tial ~ppe ar an ce. 

inrHE S'.r. JU.11 S TERRIERS 1
'. Dr.ted story of tho Ter ritori a l Army, almost ce rt a inly 

by a substi tu to . Introduc ed Dmie c1nd his weir d sn ak es, and tho first story in 
which Glyn is menti oned as be ing at St. Jim's. ;rhe first genu ine story about 
Glyn appeared t he next week: 9 ·which suggests that tho writ er of th e Terrier story 
must hav o road 11fJ.1he Scho olboy Inventor 11 in script form. 
1LrEE HYPNO'rI ST OF S'T. JII\ 11 S". Sub story about Daneo 
11HIP-HIP-HOO RAY11

• Sub story about Dane. 

"THE :SOY SCOUTS' RIVALS1
'. Seemed to b e the f irst mention of th o Curlev. patrol. 

Th e 11Riv a l s 11 were Cousin Ethel's girl guides. 

'TEE sr. JI 1I1 S ~arOR-CYCL ifill 11. Gussy 9 Glyn, and the Grammarians. 

it.rm.I I:EP.RY ON TID:: RINK11
• The substitute story which follo\7ed 11Tom ]i:erry 1 s Trip". 

11,rBiJ sr. J D: 1 S SPORI'Si.:AN11
• Rathe r weird s tory about fox -hunting a...'1d s t eeple

ch as ing. 

11TOM MERRY'S ll0!,1:ECOMDTG". The story concerning the Cots return aft e r Chri stmas 
at the Chatoau Cernay. 

"ICTUG OF THE CASI'LE11
• The second early Gem within a year to bear this title. 

Probably a genu i ne story, but rather t ed ious. 
11THE ST. JD:It S RI NKERIES" . Roll e r-skati nG a.nd hock ey, pro b ab ly by a substitute .. 

THE YEAR ~,ill; 

'.'/i th the New Yeax, the words 11I nco:eporating the Nelson Le e" wer e dropped 
from the Gem title, thou gh the 8t. Frank' s stories continued at the end of the 
paper fo r so me time lo ng·er . 

A good dea l of dod g i ng about was now b e ing done wi th the St,. Jim' s stori es
9 

le apin g forw ard and then hopping b ack to collect yarns which had been passed over. 
A big backwa rd l eap was taken to pick up Albert Clyne, or i ginally ''The Cad of St. 
Jim I s 11 and now 1~.r he ~7orst :Soy at St. Jirn' s 11• This seems to h av e been th e fir s t 
t a l e to r ef e r to Gussy ' s tenor solos . 

I n 1907, 1iartin Clifford had written a lon g story entitled "Tom :Herry' s 
Conquest 11 for .No. 38 of the Boy 's Friend Library, In April 1911 9 this story was 
d i v i de d t o make two issues of the Gem und er th e titles ''The Rival Schools" and 
"Saint s versus Grammarians 11

., Asi by 19119 Gordon Gay had long be en on the scene, 

--- .... -·--~·-·- -.. --- ·--- ·- --·-"--·- - -----·~--··---------- ... -----·-----··-



Page 58 ~------ - -------- ---· ··-·--- -- ··--·~---
first in a series by Prosper Howard (who i nvented him) in the filnpire Libr a:.t'Y9 and 
also i n the Gem stories, readers must have wonderod that he did not apr;,ear in 
t hese two Gem tales . These were repr i nted i n 1934 as 11Riv a l Raggors 11 and 111'f~at 
Price Victo r y? 11 

The story whi ch i nt r oduced Levison t o St . J i m' s had been by - passed, and 
the ucts and remarks of Leviso n i n subsequen t t a les we r e att ri buted to Sni pe . 

The de l ightfu l South Soas series from 1911 appeared as an Easte r treat for 
Gem reuders i n Apri l 1934. Not t oo heav il y abr i dged , the on l y f l y in the oint 
ment was tho change of Lov i son ' s name t o Sni pe in t he open i ng story . 

Now we went ba ck a year to c o ll e ct Lumley - Lumley , In the open i ng story, 
Mr . Luml ey - Lumley pa i d three years ' fees in advan c e . The foes at St, J i m' s had 
risen from £.30 a term in 1910, to £50 a term in 1934, - far too low on both 
oc casions for a. school li ke St , J i m' s . Luml ey a l so featured in t he next tale, 
11The Com:pleto Cad 11, or i gi na ll y 11T'he Te r rib l e Throe ' s Cr i cket Match 11

• Then crune a 
jump to another Lumley ta l e, 11A Di sgrace to St. J i m~ s 11

9 origina ll y 11Lumley 
Luml ey 1 s Luck 11

• I t was an i mprovemen t to b ri ng these Ltunley stories i n sequence. 

Oddly enough 9 the next reprint 1T h e St . J i m' s Jockeys 11
9 ori ginally 

11Lumley - Lumley 1 s Riv a l 11
, was a subs t it ut e story . It i s rea ll ;,r cur i ous how a 

substitute writer was ab l e tc pr odu c e a story on a cha r ac t e r so r ecent l y intro
duced9 and I r egard i t as tU1othe r pr oof t ha t the sub wr it e r mu.st have read the 
genu i ne stories i n s c 1'i pt fo r m. 

r.rhe next tale 9 
11Towser ' s Ri vals 11

9 or iginal l y 11Her ries ' Fir st Prize'\ i ntro-
duced Lumley and Dane 9 and has t he ha l lma r ks of a substitute sto r y • .After this 
c ame a cert,ain genu in e s to r y9' 110u t s i de r and Hero' 1

9 ori gi nal l y 11Lumley - Lumley 9 

Horo 11
• Quito a fascinat i ng stu dy , t hese ea rl y Lumley sto r ies . Puzzling, too! 

11Gussy 1 s Cricke t Party 11 and 11The Demon Bowl er 11 came next . The end of the 
f i rst story and the whole of the second had made up 11D'A r cy 1 s Cr i cket Hee k 11 for 
the S. 0 . 1. 9 not so many years before . 

In July, 11The Mechani c a l lvian '1 was a s ubstitute sto r y s as was "Torn :Herry' s 
Regatta .'1 which fol l owed it . Why these i mi ta ti on t a l es \7ere reprinted while some 
of the master ' s own were omitted i s a matter for wonder. 

Now came a big leap forward to two more Lumley stories, 11The Marooned 
School 11 and "The School Without Masters 11

• Then 1 back again for that famous story 
"A Shadow Over St . Jiru 1 s 11 i n which Luml ey - Lumley 11died '1 .. 

And so at last, in Sept ember 19 34, Levison was introduced in 11The Boy Who 
Came Back 11

9 the t i tle refer-ring to Lumley -L umley. 

November brought that deligh t fu l trave l se r ies with Tom Merry & Co. on the 
Congo. Three stories, all mu.ch abridged , but exce l lent r eading . 

For Christmas we had tha·~ c lassic story 11;.l'he Ghost of St . Jim ' s 11 in which 
Mr . Selby ' s guest donned the robes of the mystic and restless spect r a l monk . 
This story whi c h had appeared in a doub l e number in 1911 was cut by more than 
half its ori g inal length, and t hereby reduced to ind i fference in 1934 . 

OMl'rTED ~ 

11THE TERRIBLE THREE' S TOUR11
• A duted stol'y i n whi ch Tom Merry rece i ved e.. present 

of a motor-car . ___ , ______ ,, ___ ,... __ . ..., ___ , __ .... _. ____ ....... __ .... _ .. __ . ___ . ___ ~·-- ···-- ·- .... - .. -~ .... --·--· ....... _._ 



Page 59 ··----A--·---------- ·--.... ,--... -,.,,,_,,, ___ ..,._, ___ .,_ 
11TmJ MEPJlY' S J\'iLSl'ER-STROKE11 • A story in which Sir Hilton Porp0r fo:r 1:v.de the use 
of the island on the river near St. Jim's . Really, 1,Ir. Clifford! 

' 1TOM :r.IERRY & CO h:.r Tlill EXHIBITION". A dated. story of a visit to the Japan0se
B:..i tish EY..hi bi tion 11at a place called Shepherds Bush 11 I 

"LEVISON, THE SCHOOLBOY DETEillI VE11• Appc3.red 9 most in appropriately 9 in the Xmas 
Double Wumber for 1910 . A good story 9 but quite unseasonab le, and of normal 
length, so that the 1910 Gem had been a mass of sho rt stories to support the 
main feature. Ho obv i ous reason why it was omitted from the reprints. 

11SiGMPOLE1 S PUPIL 11• Joe Frayne 9 and Socialism. 

11THE INVE1fi10R'S RIV,".L11• Excellent light talc of Glyn's mechanical bowler. 

11FIGHTING HIS V{AY11 • The first Dick Brooke story, stickily sentimental and 
probably omitted for this reason., 

"HIS PAST AGAINST Hlli 11• Rather curious story about Ger a ld Blane? the Toff. 
Quite well wr itt en 9 but to my mi nd does not read li "!.ce a genuine story. 

11TBE RAIDING OF rHE RIVAL SCHOOL". Grammar schoo l rivalry. 

11ASB.l'JJED OF HIS S1Sl'ER 11• Story of Bishop of the Fourth. Quite well wri tten 9 but 
with the sentiment laid Oi'l too thickly for comfor t. 

11HIS FltLSE POSITION 11• Excellent t .:tle 9 with fine character work.. H.ad a slightly 
sadistic sequen c e in which Levison arr~ngod for Monteith to trip ovor a rope and 
fall, clad only in running clothes 9 into a heap of broken glc.ss. Pr obably 
omitted on account of this episode, but I think the omission of a fine story like 
this wo.s a. big mi stake. 

~}IE YEAR 193.2: 
With th0 issue dc,tod January 19·t;h9 1935, tho Packsn.ddle series, by Frank 

Richards, joined St. Fre.nk 's in th e supporting programmes, nocossitri.ting further 
pruning of t ho St. Jim's t :::.l es . The pa.gos were now divlded into throe columns 
instead of two, which, n.ccording to tho Editor, gave him more spa.co to plny with. 
The St . Jim 's story told of the arrival of Redfern, Owen, and La;v:rence 9 the 
scholarship boys. 

The first Dick Erooke story had not been reprinted, but the second 
appeared in April. Less sentimenta l 9 a..nd \~l t h more action th an th e first story, 
it had a sequel in which the juniors to ok it upon themselves to expel Levison. 
As usual, ma..."ly of the original ch apters wer e deleted. 

Aft-er their return f1°om the South Seas in 1911 9 Tom ]ierry & Co had spent 
their treasure money to celebrate the coronation of King George th e Fifth. I 
suggested to tho Editor that . this story shoulcl be published 9 twenty-five yee,rs 
l ate r, to celebrate the Jubilee of the great king. This was done, and "Corona
ti on Day ut St~ Jim's" in 1911 9 becR."Ilo 11Jubiloe Day at St. Jim' s 11 in 1935. 

Some of tho Gem's finest stories appeared that summ.er of 1935, all of 
them spoiled by mutilation. "The \'/hip II.and 11, 11Tom ~1erry ' s Concert Party 11

9 
11Stage 

Struck", 11The Li rnit''s 11The Spy of the School", - I quote the original titles, -
followed one another with their brilli e..nce dimmedo 

At the beginning of August c ame what I re gard as the greatest Gem story 
of al l time 9 

11Bcught Honours 11
9 in which Levison sat for a..n examination in Gussy's 

nruno. The superb original title was chH.ngod to 11The Cheat 11•• A beautiful school --·- .__..,_ ,_.....,.,,_,,._ .... __ .,. ... __ , __ _ 
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story, h acked nbout [-1..lld disfigured to malw space for a full s~pporting programme 
which was nothing to write home about. The Edi tor should have h nd h'.Ls head 
examined . 

The Packsaddle series ended i n August, and nowi for a t i me, there was much 
less abridgment . Such great stories as 11Tho Fl ooded School 1

1
, 'The hlysterious X" 

seri es ( tho le.st Gem talcs to feature Forrors Locke, so far as I re member), 111rho 
Prefect • s Pl ot 11 ,. and "Tho \"/rong Terun" crune on the scone unspo i led. 

In mi d-Octob0r co..."lle 'The Capt nin 1 s Rivn l ''s a fine Kilde,ro - Montoith story 
from December 1912, a t c1.le which Mart i n Cl ifford had rmvrittcn f r om e. story of 
his which hn.d first uppearcd in Pluck. This excellent yn.rn, very l ong in 1912,. 
lost sovor~l chapters i n 1935~ 

"The Sentence of the Hou se " told_ originally of Eric Lorne, a friend of 
Cousin Ethel's. Reprinted as "The Boy who Def i ed His ]1orm '1, the boy ' s name was 
changed to Eric Page . This may have been due to the fac t that an Alec Lorne had 
appeared in a story some t i me before. 

11The llfew Boy's Secret" i n November was a substitute story . This Vias 
fo l lowerl by another substitute story "Under Susp i cion 1

1
, originally "Tom I'ierry' s 

Promis0 11 , cmd, St . Franlc' s nov, having departed from the Gem, the end pages ·were 
occupied by a new Rookwood ser i es . 

Tho Christm as Issue for 1935 contained the famous story "Nobody's Study 11
• 

i, lthougll it r an from cover to cover, i t st ill was drastica l ly cut , an entire 
sequence concern i r1g an acrostic by Levison fo r Tom Nerry' s Weekly being omitted . 

m:rrTEDi 

11TB.°"E SCHOOLBOY N'IHILIST 11
• Period piece . 

flTOti 1'IERRY & core MUSIC HALLfl. .Amusing l ight story, written at the time when 
music halls wer e bein g built all ov er the country. Seems no reason why it should 
hav G been left out. 

"TOIII MERRY' S i\1ASQUEH1\.DE" . Story of a. rfas kod Bal l and an escaped convict. Pro b
ably omitted in 1935 bec ause a story .on s i mi lar line s had r e cent l y appeared in 
th e lllagnet . 

11FIGGY' S FOLLY11 • A F'iggins - Cous i n Ethel story, very sentimental, and rather out 
of its element in the Gem. 

"THE sr. Ji fil' S Piar UP.E P.ALACE11 • A bit dated, perhaps, but good fun. 

,:D1ARCY'S LII3EL AC11IONfl. A screamingly funny story, probably passed over on 
account of a. suffr age tt e s eq_uence. With sl i ght pruning, would have made a good 
rib-tickl e r in 1935. (Incid entally~ the first St. Jim's story that I ever re ad). 

11TOM MERRY & CO IN I RELAND11• Good story of an excurs i on . Could easily hav e been 
brou ght up to dnte . 

"J. t\.CK BL.l\..KE ON THE WABP.ATH11• A story rewritten in 1912 by Mo.rtin Clifford, based 
on an old Pluck yarn. 

THE YEli.R 19 36_: 

i .t the beginning of Februal'y came the two stories intl'Od uc in g Harry 
H&f'tillond, th e Cockney Schoolboy, which had appeared at the end of 1913 .. 

hlid-Februaryj under the rather smug tit l e "They Faced Dishonour 11 c ame the -·------ --
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reprint of "Shoul der to Shoulder 11

, a story fro l"l early 1913. It was 9 perhaps 9 a slightly smug story aHogether 9 rrhich was a pity 9 fo:r it was a first-class ya rn in so many ways. Tom i :erry, Gussy 9 1ia ll y, nnd others 9 c'..11 told lies. One line - "It was a lie 9 - the first tha;t Tom T:ierry of St. Jim I s had ever told" was deleted in the reprint. J:,'ven in 191 39 it had. been a mild l y priggish t a le; in 
19 36 it just failed to ring the boll for the snme re2 ,so n . Yet , carefully r evised, it could hcve been a maste r piece in school fiction. 

Kourai Rao came on th o scone i n the issue dnted February 29th, n f i ne 
ch arn.cter with great possibilities which nev er beer.me facts. 

In March, at my request 9 was r epr int ed 11Rolcl to Rnnsom 11 as "Tho Kidnapped Ho:t<lm,-:stcr 11
9 1. story which hc.d first appc.u-od in 1910. 

Two fine travel tales of Tom He rry i n Venice came in April. The first, origino. lly called "Tom hlerry' s Discovery" and renamed "Clue to a Fortune" 9 told 
of a treastne document given to Tom Mer ry by an Italian named Marco Frulo. In the r ep rint 9 his name was changed to Maro Luig i 5 though goodness knows Ythy. I n this issue, Rookwood dopartod from the Gem. 

The second Venice story, and a g r and one it was 9 ran from cover to cover 9 nnd suffered only minor prun in g . 

Next ·week, at the end of .Apri l, 11The Making of Harry Wharton " began as a 
serial, so the first Magne t stories joined the St . Jim's repri ntso 

In June con e a very f ine Lumley-Lu.nley s t ory, 11J!'or the Honour of St . 
Jim's ". This v,ns thu very fi rst t a le to featu r e the iniquitous and ubiquitous '.Hokey Ta.pp with his gambling don . In passing, every story i n which Tickey Te.pp a:ppe:i.rod over the yoars v,as fi rst-cl r.s s. 

This was followed by tha t classic su bstitute story 11Nisund e rstood 11 which the Editor thou ght to im p rove with the clumsy title "They Called Him a Coward". After this 9 at my request , crune "The Laugh I s on the First Eleven 11
9 a story publish ed round abou t 1910 und c.:r tho title "The Rally of the Riva l Co's". 

A l eap forward now to a frunous scouting story 11'11he Curlew Patrol Dins Through ".. \Ii th the r ep rintin g of this story came the chill f eeling that the 
Golden summer of blue cover dGys was passing . Like tho ea rly morning mists and coo l breezes which her'lld the autumn and. wo.rn us th at ninter is near, so this story, published origina ll y a fci7 weeks before th e outbrea._1<: of t he first Groat 1/r.r, told us tho;t the best vms pn.st 0 True, there were a number of fine stories yet to come, but 9 after the outbreak of war in 19 14, the re a lly good yarns were fewer and farther between. 

But the next week, in mid-July 1936 9 we went back and collected another fnmous stor;y 9 "Under a Cloud 11
9 the first to intr oduce Reggie Claverin g 9 Tom Merry ' s Double . 

Th e end of August s av, th e re printin g of th,~t vary fine t a l e , "Th e Black 
Sheep" 9 with Cutts and Digby playing star r oles . I cherish this issue, for it cont ninod a photograph of a number of boy members of my own Gem Club. 

The follo wi ng week 9 a photograph of the g ir l members of my Gem Club 
appeared . The Editor referred to it as 11a smiling group who ' fell' for Tom Merry, and now read about him regularly". Th i s was tru e. With this issue c r.une 11The 
Toff'", th e first Talbot story , which had appeared in the Gem dated July 4th, 1914 9 eAactly one month before th0 out br eak of war . This first Talbot serios covered ·-- ·------ ... -·- ........... -·-·-··~~-· ... - ·----· ·-- · ...... -----·--·-·-
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four storie s . 

Firework day vw.s the occasion for a retur·n to 1913 for a remark ab l y fine 
t a le, 11By Whose Rand? 11

, fe a turing Konmi Rao, t h e last one about him to be re
printed, and tbe h:.st but one about him th a t was ever written. It finished wi th 
th ut cl :1ssic humorous ch ltpter wh1:m Gussy helped Glyn to m1::1ke fireworks, with 
dis a strous r e sults . 

A four - story serios now cnme up concerning Kil da re t s rec a ll to Ireland. 
Torn I.ferry bec"'.lllG Cept a in of the School for two stories, to be succeeded in that 
ex a lted position by Cutts for two rnor o stories . ifuen ori gina ll y published, the 
ser i es was sp li t by tho insertion of a subst itu te effort half - way throu g h the 
s eries. 

Christmas 1936 brou eht that magnificen t tale •vrho Mystery of the Paint ed 
Room 11, from Ch ristm a s 1913. ii i th tho memory of the mut il ation of "Ifobody 1 s 
Study 11

, I askod the Editor tha t this mi ght bo divided and made i n to two stori e s, 
to avoid abridgm ent. This was a.one, and tho f ir st story (with tha intriguin g 
11Pnint od Room" title ch angod to the hackneyed on e of 11The Mys t ery of East wood 
House 11 ) consisted of tho first thi rt e en chapte r s of the origina l tale, uncut. In 
th o sec ond s tory, a couple of new ch apt ers ~ero written by somebody to giv e , a e 
it \lGr e , a synopsis of whe..t ho.d h appened so far, af t er whic h tho ori g i nal tale 
c~rri ed on unabridged. I felt very happy th a t my plen had been carried out so 
s ucc e ssful l y. 

The year was wound up wi t h "The Ghost of St. Jim ts" , ori ginally "The 
Ghost Hunters". Levison wa s up to h i s tr ick s , but i t was Prye of t he Fi fth who 
was expe ll ed at the end. 

01t1ITTED: 
11FIGGINS & C01 s FEUD". A fine Kild are - l!fonteith story, re written by ]:artin 
Clifford from o.n old Plu ck yur n. 

"FATTY ·.mm, PROii'ESSIONAL 11• A very long su ·bst i tut e story whic h wa s q_ui te famous 
in its d uy . 

"HONOURS DIVIDED11
• Story of House riv a lr y f intr oducing Ced1·ic La cy, renown ed for 

his crick et, and b agg ed for the Scho o l House by Tom li erry & Co, who len.rn that, 
nfter all, L:.cy is forb i dden to play cric ket th a t term. 
11D1 ARCY, THE SUii'FRAGI5T 11

• Period pie c o. 
111rOM: l IERRY1 S SPECIAL N1ThffiER11

• Good stor;y of its type, cbout Tom Merry's Weekly . 
"COW.:\RD OR HERO?" Quite g ood t a.le about ne wcomer, Rol :md Ray . 
"FIGGII 'l"S 1 FOE" . Figg i ns -Di ck Brooke story j with Cousin Ethel., 
111rllE RAGTII ttE SCTIOOLBOYS". Dated. 

"HARD PFuJS SED". Sixth form sto r y . 

THE YEAR !J.J.1.: 
The s+.ori es in hand th i s year wer e chiefly those publ is hed dur i ng l ate 1914, and 1915; they needed a fair a.mount of r ovis i ng t o make them sui t able for 

th e Gem in 19 37, for they had a pronounced war flavou r, Some had too much i"lar 
atmosph er e for them to be revised at al l, and , in consequ ence, thare were meny 
om:Lssions. 

------- ------· 
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.At the end of February, "The King's Pard on" was reprinted as 11The Return 
of the Toff". In th e originnl story 9 Talbot had bee n pardoned for s aving a 
troop tr ain from being wreck ed by a German spy. In the reprint, Elberfelt, the 
Gennan spy, became Gonza l os, a Spanish spy ; th e troop tr ain was carrying 
soldi ers for th e ne ar East, the Gre at War was chang ed to tho Spani sh Civil Wa.r. 
Quit e a nea t transition. 

11Tom Merry's War Fund" of November 1914 became "The St. Jim 1 s Charity 
Fund" in April 1937. 

The fine series concerning Tom Merry's double, Reggie Clavering 9 came in 
May. The l ast story of this series, with much of its suspense lost by drastic 
pruni ng , appeared in the Coronation Number of th e Gem, May 15th, 1937. 

In June came the United Kingdom series from June 1915, with Kildare r e
pr ese nt in g Ireland, Fatty Wynn standing for Wales 9 Kerr on behalf of Scotl and, 
and T·om Merr y for England. There was nothing outstandin g in this series. 

Grundy arrived in July. 

In 1915 the summer holidays were somewhat unusual, the same curious 
featur e bei ng pr ese nt in 1937. A party spent the holiday at Eastwood House, with 
Bunt er as an unwelcome gu est . They returned to St. Jim' s to find that Levi son 
& Co had t ake n possession of Study Noo 6. In the next issue they wer e back on 
holid ay, in a single car ava nning story. 

This was followed by a loap back over two years to talce in "Tom Merry 
Minor", the story ·of a pet monkey. 

Juli an, "The Jew of St. Jim's", arrived in September. 

New Gem readers must have been a little puzzled at this ti me, for Levison 
was featuring in the early stories of Greyfriars as well as in th e St. Jim 1 s 
tales • .At th e beginning of Octob er, Levison was expelled from Greyfriars, and 
older readers must have thou ght r ather wryly of th at series in the t wenties when 
we were as sured th at Levison had not 9 in f act , been expelled from th e Kentish 
scho ol. 

A Talbot series, introducing the Prof es sor and Marie Riv ers, was repri nted 
in November. These t al es , in the l as t of which Tom Merry found Talbot on the 
Embankment, ar e r ogarde d by many as being th e b es t of a ll the many Talbot stories. 

For Christm as, we went back to Christm as 1909, for the Chat eau Cor nay 
series, te mpor arily postponed (in this cas e , th e postponement l asted severa l 
yea rs) . The series occupied thre e issu es of the Gem at th e close of 1937, th e 
last story, now call ed "The Ghost of the Ruined Chat eau" 9 runnin g from cover to 
cover. 

This ' Christmas Number was th e l ast issue of the attractive red, white, and 
blu e cov er s, and it may be added that throughout the years since th e reprints 
began, t he Gem had been perhaps th o most ench anting periodical in appea rance on 
the bookstalls. Macdonald, the artist, had given of his very best, and the 
blendin g of red, white, and blue, - a Union J ack adorn ed th e top corn e r for a 
long tim e, - had been a delight to the eye. 

In the l ast Gem of 1937, Baggy Trimble arrived on the scene. 
OMITTED: 
"SECREr OF TEE ISLAND". Story of Figgins and some coiners. ---·--
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"LEVISON' S 1AST CillJ.JCE11
• Levison story introd.uci ng Greyfriars 9 and r ef e rring to 

Levison I s expuls i on f r om t ha t sc hoo l. 

11SCODTS TO THE FORE". Lcvison stor y 9 plus a German spy . 

11ST'. J TII' S ... um:EN ". Period piece 9 with Tom :r:erry in a wa1'-st rick en Europ e . 

11~.i:. JI M' S RF:li'UGEE". Period piece of a Belgi;:m r efugee . 

11FOES OF ST. J BI' S11 • Schn e i de r v ersus th e Fr en ch mast er. 

11ST. JIJi ~1 S RECRUIT". ~I.1albot sto r y, l~r. Ra ilton a nd John Ri ve rs join t he army as 
pr i vates , 

"HE:aR SCHNEIDER' S SECREr" . Conce rni ng hlr , Ca rrington 9 th e maste r who r ep l aced 
Hr . Rai lt on , 

11PRIDE Oii' sr. JI 1I1 S11 • Ci.rcus story. 

11SPLrr I W 1rH E SCHOOL11• Talbot plays for th e Fi rst El even af t er usin g h is sk ill 
as a loc kp ic ke r to rel eas e ii.Iontei th who has been i mpris oned by Sefton. 

"LOYAL Arm TRUE11 • Koumi Rao in a p er i od piece about Ger mans tr yi ng to inci t o a 
reb e llion in In dia. 

" AN AFFAIR OF ST,'.\TE11
• Gussy claims an audi ence with tho Pr im e Minister. 

11THE HOUSEtiASTEH1 S HOfilECOlIDTG" 0 A 60 9 000-word story which appe ared in a. Summer 
Doub l e Number in August 1915. Though many peopl e have consi dered this a maste r
pi ec e , it was never reprintod 9 and its omission here seems to h ave l eft the story 
of Ta lbot ve ry incom ple te. It told of IIr. Railton' s discharge from th e a.rmyi and 
of Talbot's discovery t ha t Colonel Lyndon was his uncle and Cro oke his cousi n . 

uyoun EDITOR Nr S"r. Ji hl1 S 11• An odd type of story 9 the sol e obj ect of which seems 
to have been to advertise the "Boy 's Fr iend". 

11HONOUR OF A JE 1l'1• Story of Juli an and hi s uncl e 9 t.:r, Moses 9 the moneylender of 
Wayl l'..nd. 

"SOLDI ER OF THE KI NG". Period ·I1a lbot s tory 9 abou t Mario Rive rs' father. 

ttTALBor ' S RESCUE". A sp l endid story tolling of a new boy 9 Lor in g , who was kid
napped, an impostor t ak ing his pl nce at St. Jim I s. Loring vrn.s r es cued by T a lbot, 
<1-ncl th e Terrible ThrG0. Th is p l ot wns used i n a. yellow and b l ack ]fagnet , which 
c ou ld 9 poss ibl y , b0 -the I'C:Jas on v,hy 11Tulbot t s Rescue" w['..S omitted from tho re
pr ints. 

I hav e nt times expressed my pe rso na l opinion th D,t Talbo t~ ex c el l ent 
ch o.r n.c·ter though he we:.s 9 was g iven f a r too much pro min ence in t he Gem i n the year 
which followed his introd uct i on . It would seem th :it the Editor 9 i n 19 37-8 took 
t h e same view, for many Ta lbot t ~l es were omitted fr om t he r ep rints, no t all of 
them 9 by any moans 9 d0ted by the wo.r flavour, 

TH:C YEAR _19 38i 

'\'/i th th e is sue dated Dec emb er 18th, 1937, the Gem c ame out as a 11pocket 11 

weekly, cons is ting of 36 smaller pages, and with a mustard-coloured cover. The 
r eas on for th is is unc ert ain. Usually when a ch ange of t his sweeping type 
occurred, :I. t was a st1re sign that a :p11per was in deep w11t ers. Person ally 9 I do 
not think th e:b suc h was the c a se with th e Gem. Oth e r papers 9 includin g the J\Iagnet, 
had ab andoned the covers of two-colour printing on white pr.per. No doubt t he new 

-·-~--~ ... ----··- ... ·-... -· ..... -- -·-·------ · ------·------· 
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style was mu.ch ch eap er 9 but the muc-!;c,rd co l our wa s un n.tt r n.ctive. V/hat a :pity 
tha.t they di d not retur n t o the 1)1ue cov er of th e e c.rly yea.rs . 

It m~y huvo b e en t hat, with f nr les s a ttr a ctiv e stori e s now loo ming ahe ad 
in the r eprints 9 the Edi t or decided th n.t n. bigg er su pport i n g progrronmo of stor i es 
was ess enti ~l. Poss ibl y, th o smo.ll or p~ges made it po s sible to giv e more reading 
matter. 1t.lh ntcv cr tho r el',son , tho chnrm of th o Gem h ad pa ssed . It wou l d never be 
th e same .::.gai n . 

At the end of Janu a ry, ~fa rmers i linor arrived. 

I n mi d- F ebruary came 11The Artf ul Dodger 11
9 a r epr i nt of 111rrimble Tries it 

On". This was a story from the r oar i ng twenti e s 9 and was, i n fact 9 t he ve r y 
l a test s t ory to be re pr i nt ed in th e Gem. .A.fter thi s, we went back to 19 15 for 
"The Tbi ef 11

, a story featuring Gore . 

In mid- :Marc h 9 as "hloneybags Tu1in or 11 
9 Aubrey Ra.eke a rriv ed. At the begin

ning of Apri l , Si dney Clive tur ned up. 

The two f ine Out r run stories, - one had been i n the last of the b lu e- cover 
Gems 9 t he othei' in t ho f ir st of the white covers 9 - h eade d the bill at t he end of 
May . Both t a l es wer e heav i l y abridged. 

In .July~ for some unfa t homable r e ason, t wo camping stor i e s by a substitute 
wr it er , collected f r om tbe Twent i es, we re served u p to Gem r eaders_. Gr eyfri ars 
now l eft th e Gem, and the St. Jim's sto r ies were supported by tho Benbo w seri e s 
p lus t he t a l es of Frank Rich a rds a t Ced~r Crook. 

To follow th o subs titut e wri t ori s campin g tales can10 a l ong carav annin g 
s eries by t he genuin e l: o.rtin 7 from the ye ar 1919. Two sto ri es 9 d at ed by 
f 0..ctors, wore omitted from th e s e ri es , whi ch sti l l comprised nine tal es. 
dont al l y 9 thoy wer e firs t-cl as s , and this mus t have been one of the very 
of o.11 th e Gem's sc or e s of series. 

c e rt a in 
Inci

l ongest 

Aft e r this 9 a t tho end of Septeml)Gr, a r eturn was ma de to int rodu c e 
11LEVISON }:iINOR" 9 with tho result ant refonn of Levis on in tlrn next few stories. 
Al l wor e dr as tic a lly a.br i dged . 

In mid- Novembe r Cardo w [l.rri vcd . 1rhi s story h ad ori g in a ll y appcmrod du ri ng 
the vmr years 9 with u d ef init e wG.r background . Much pr uni ng ma.do it sui t able for 
19 38 consumption. 

Tho Christm a s 1938 Number contn.in cd a. substi tutc writer 1 s 
much l a t .er :period, und er the title of 11Gus sy ' s Christmas Pa.rty 11

• 

with an oth er substitute story, thi s ti me fo i1,turi ng Racke. 

TITE YE-&P-19 32g 

story from a 
The ye ar ended 

At the end of J anu ary, yet anothe r new boy a rrived in the person of 
Roy l anc e from lfow Zea l a nd, who figured in a 3-story series c oncerning a feud with 
1,ianners 9 na tur a ll y over 1Ianne r s I1linor. 

Anot her n ewcomer, Les li e Clampe, was depicted as a snob who was a sham e d of 
his rel at ion, a s a ilo1 °. Clampe thought hi s r c~l ::itio n a mere jolly j ack tar 9 but 
the s n.i d r e l ati on wa s only t est in g Cl ampe 9 and. was really a Li eutenant, R.,lif. 

Cl a rence York Tompki ns turned up in "They Called Ri m a Duffer" e.t the end 
of February 1 o.n issu e th at i s only memorab le because it carries a pictur e of our 
goo d fr i en d., Rob ert Whiter. 
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The last of the :re1-rints was dated Apr il 1st, 1939 . It was "The St. Jim's 

Hunger Striker" 9 and the ori ginal of the same na.rne had appe ared at the end of 
November 1920 . Ther e wo.s no need to abridge this story 9 - the St. Jim's t a l es of 
1920 only ran to nine chapters, - and 1920 was anythin g bu t a vintag e yo-:1r for 
the Gem. 

REVER IE 

And so the r eprirrtis which st a rted with a f anfa re of trump ets and a gl owin g 
tunic of red, white, P.nd b lu e , pr esent in g 11TOll'I TtERRY - NEW BOY" 1 joyous, spark
ling, evergreen , ended with 11THE S'I1. JI E 1 S HUNG:b:R STRIKER", an unimpressive and 
for gotten li ttle pot-boiler selected from on e of the wor st ye.:i.rs of the Gem, i n a 
pat hetic pocket edition eno rised in u must a rd-colour ed shro ud. 

rrh et the reprin t po licy was a su cc ess C",n sc::i.rcely be g0,i ns P.id . It brought 
scores of the Gem's finest stories t o m'l.l:1y thousands of readers who otherwise 
would never hnvo known them, ~nd it cert~inly brought r enewed prosperity to the 
gr n.nd ol d pc..per. The repi•inting of four hundred st orie s i n the srurie paper which 
had given them birth must be s ome thin g entire ly without p r ocodGnt in t he pub li sh 
i ng world. It is a wonde rful tribut e to the genius of Mc'-rtin Clifford that tho 
exper i ment wns tho unique and unqualified triumph it was . 

It i s unlikely th 11t :nn.rtin Clifford ro apod an y financial r eward from the 
reprinting of his early stories, but his pride in the knowledge th a t his great 
t o..les lived nga in to ent r o.nco n ne w genc-)rc..tion of boys and girls t wenty - five ye a.rs 
l at e r mu.st be for him a Gem :Beyond Pric e . 

The r8print pcriod 9 like the whol G of the Red , °Whit e , and Blu e orn, v:e.s a 
fascinating, joyful, and sometimes maddening time. The joys of those years, -
and they were countless, - are obvious. The in furiat in g fac tor s are not fe w, and 
so of t en i nexp lic able . The r uthless pruning, so freq uently very badly done 9 

often sank almo st to t he l eve l of vandalism. That some abr idgm ent was necessary 
i s freely ad.mi tted 9 that those very lon g stories woul d have l ost nothing by 
sk il ful shr i nlcage hns been s tr ossed. in this arti cl o 9 but one cannot help fee li ng 
t ha t the B'l oetwu.y Rouse should have made certain that an expo rt was put on to so 
i mport ant a t ask . 

In t ho past , comments ha.vo b een made t o tho effect that very few substi
tute stori e s wer e 1•c.print ed , and i n co m:parison wit h tho genuine stories, this is 
true; but i ;:1 a ctu al f a ct there were quite a nm-,ber 9 cs I have disc overed while 
pr epar i ng this revi ew. The point is t ha t there wc.s not t he r emo·test necessity 
for even ono of tho subst itute stories to have boon used in tho reprints¢ It 
seems f ~ t n.stic that stories by t ho genu i ne Clifford should have r emained unused, 
while ,·:ewe i mit.1t i on efforts to ok th ei r pl .:,.co among tho reprints. 

I hnvo no doubt at a ll t ha t this wns duo t o accident r ather than to 
ed.i t orial design. So much dodg ing about over t he ye ars was done be t ween 19 33 and 
1939 th ;:;l; the Editor lo st tre..ck of ce rt a in t a l cs. This does not, however, account 
for the odd misc ellany of stories whi ch wer e r epr i nted in 1938 and early 1939. 
For i nst ance 9 the obv i ous selec tion for tho Christmas l'l"umber, 19 38, was the 
Outram s to r y from Christmas 1917, th e Gem's very l as t Doubl e Number. Yet th e 
Edi tor published a poo r subs ti tuto story from e. much l ate r date. 

I clo not hold myself blameless in this mntt e ro As I have s aid 9 I was 
r espons ibl e for the appea r ance of very many stori es which would have been l ost 
had I not taken a hand. Invn.rio,bly, whe n I asked for a certa i n s tory, long aft e r 

·------· ------- -·------ - ----- -- ---·---
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it ho.d been by-p a ssed 9 I vrn s told i;lG t!.s8.ntly t h~ t it woula_ bo l ooked up 9 :md it 
ul ways rippe r.red o. f ew wee ks l :i.tei·. r.1:hero wns not one s i ngle occ a s io n when c 
request w::,s refuse d . 

Liy only excus e is that I~ too 9 l ost track of some or' these stories, and 
my coll e ction of the e a rly Gems wa s not so complete th en as it is today. Also, 
I was a very busy person, an d had lon g periods of time when I could not concen
tr a te on Gem matt e rs. 

With all their f aults 9 I revel in tho eight r eprint years, and rejoice 
th a t they replac ed the Twi li gh t Year s of 1927 - 1930. Of one thing 9 howev er, I 
am quit e convinced. The reprints continued too long. They should have ceased 
at l ea st a yea .r bof oro tb.oy did. 

I knew 9 as ev ery keen student of the early Gem must know, th a t n.fter the 
ou t bre rtk of war in 191 4, t b e genera l high qua li ty of the stories fell away. I 
know tho sho rt comings of so many of th e yarns between the whit e covers. I knew 
that a fter 19 14 9 for some re a son on which I will not p3,ss an opinion here, the 
circul a tion of the Gorn gr o.duo.ll y dropped . I saw that the Editor wcs even ignor
i ng many of the good t a l es whi ch had appea r ed bet wc.en tho on.rl y white covers, and 
was di t hcring with pot-boiler ma.teric,l from a l a.ter t ime . Yet I d e lay ed far too 
l ong in putting my viov rs to the :B'loetway House . 

All throu gh the ye a r 1938 I toyed with the idea of asking for new stories 
to r epl ace the reprints. I hesitated, simply b e cause I feared a r eturn to tho 
policy of the Twilight Yon.r s 9 whic h would have been far vvorse th an continuing 
with th o reprints. 

It wo.s not until the end of tho yea r 9 or perh aps the st art of 19 39, thc1t 
I suggested to the Flcet.vcy House th ~t, af t e r e i ght yoo.rs of old stories, the 
REAf.r JI.Ia.rt in Clifford should bo ask ed to write now s t ories for t he Gem. This 
time: th o ro was none of tho del .:,w in gett i n g my request granted th a t I had ex
pcri.enccd before the reprints bog.1n in mi d-1 93 1. \7ithin a few we eks, I Wfl.S in
f ormed th a t 11trr. Martin Clifford i s busy ni t h a now ser i es of St. Jim's ya rns 
whic h will bo commencing short l y ''. Eve n so

9 
I was une a sy until tho first ner, 

story a pponred, and then, surely i n common v ith every Gem re ader , I was h appy. 

Such then, is the history of t he Gem's ei ght years of reprints, when Tom 
Eerry 9 th o f irst of the wor l d ' s great schoo l boy l ead ers, crune into his own 
aga in, - and the mode st part t h~t I p l ayed in it. A grand and g l orious period 
which, ltk o life its e l:f 9 was not without some mi nor dis appointments. 

There is little more to tell in the Gem Story, bu-t what there is
9 

is we l l 
worth t ho t o lling. I t must wa it ±'or next year's Annual . 

****·*********-l<·*******·X·***-l<·*·»******* -l~·***********-l<·****·»*,'l-****-"t*******·************* 

FOR EXCR'3 GE: I have 100 Penny Populars up to No. 214, Nov. 1916, which I would 
g ive at -,,-he rate of 3 for 1 fo r the follmY in g Penny Populai·s (pre 1917):- Nos. 9 
and 69 in be s t av~ il able condition, and Nos . 1 9 2,3,7,12, 13 9 27,28,30,33,39 9 42,51, 
53 ,59,7 9 ,8 3 , 85,100,102,103 ,1 05 , 1069 112,117,ll 8 9l 23,141,154,157,160,174,182,183, 
215 in ve r y g ood. condit i on on ly. Uill a ls o give at a generous r ate, the Penny 
Popu.lu.rs and ::Jome S.B.Ls . and U.Js~ I h ave, for S.B.Ls. and U.JG. which I want. 

V. E. COLBY 9 8 .BERESFORD A VENUE 9 BEVERLY HILLS 9 N. S. ·.:. AUSI1 R,.'l.LI A. 

-------,-·----~--------,------ '------·---·-
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THE 

19]0 1934 

GOL[)EN AGE OF 

By ROGER III. JENKI NS 

* * * * * * * * * * 

THE MAGNET 

The l\.Iagnet enjoyed a long and variegated career, and each phase through 
whi ch it passed had somethin g to commend it. There can be no doubt, however, 
that t he period from 1930 - 1934 was both unsurpassed and. unsu rpass<1bl e , and set 
a standard t ha t th e Gem, for a ll its rem arkably fine stories of the early days 
and it s highlights of the 'twenti es 9 never really equalled. This pe riod, which 
may be ca ll ed the Golden Age of the Nagne t 9 came ab out as the result of a period 
of sustained writin g of Greyfriars stories that fortunately co-incided with the 
author's attainment of his highest powers. 

Charles Hamilton stated in 1943 i "Yes 9 I agree wi'th you th at t he Magnet 
was at its best from 1930 or 1931 on. I think it was twio e as good after that 
date as it had ever been earlier. This is rather odd 9 too 9 for about t hat time 
I had to give up my travels, owing to an accident to my eyesight, which barred 
me off from many things. U~ to that time I had been a ccustom ed to pottering 
about in many oountri co 9 ever :Jinco I began to write in th e far off year 1890. 11 

Perhaps, after all 9 it was no co-incidence that his writin gs improved so marked 
ly after an accident to his eyesight that must have eliminated mos~ distractions 
from his work. At any r at e 9 no matte r what th o cause 9 t he r osul t was plain : the 
llfagne t had definitely impr ove d. 

1rhe i mprov ement in tho Magnet wo.s9 of cours e , a gradual proc ess , not a 
sudden phenomonon. From 1925 - 1927 the stories had been well told

9 
but were 

r athe r bare in outline, having no frills at all. In 1928 the st yle broadened 
and th e humour mello wed , whilst in 1929 the smile had cha nged to an almost 
audible chuc kle: the author vras inviting the reader not just to rea d on and see 
what happen ed but to share some private jokes with him on the way~ In short, it 
was appa r ent i n 1929 that , the zenith had been reached, and the series in that 
yee,r ahou t Iliethus el ah t ho motor tric ycle is the most ch arming summer holiday 
s eri es over to ha ve appea r od in the Magnet. Nonetheless, the year 1929 proved 
to bo only a curt ain r aiser to the m~gnificent eve nts about to be staged in th o 
next decade. 

1930 - The Food of the Gods 

Appropr iat ely enough, th e Courtfield Cracksma n ser ies in Magnets 1138 -
1151 actu al ly started in th o beginning of Decembor 1929 9 as if to emphas ise the 
fact th ,s:t; t here was no clear cut distinction in ]iagnet stylos from one yo:ir to 
ano t he r. T~e mystery of the cr acksman's id en tity was re a ll y no mystery at al l

9 
tho ugh th ere were t wo odcl newcomers instead of t he usual one 

1 
and the series 

began in a very roundabout manner with a story that might almost be r egarded as 
complete in it se lf. What re a lly matters of course is not the story but t he way 
it i s told 9 and there is not a single dull page in the whole series, whic h i s 
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shee r delight from beginning to Gnd . 

Tho 1929 Christmas at 1}harton Lodge was tho happiest Yul etide of al l , with 
funter tho usu a l unwanted euos t, bu t all the inci de nt s wor e unique and bea rin g 
the stamp of genuine nove l ty - Bunter tryin g to b orrou from tho butler, Bunter 
yarning c:.loud \.:hen Colonel ilha rton wus telling Dr. Locke a thrilling ghost story, 
Bunte r discussin g Christmn.s pr escn·~s wit h t ho :E'nmouo Five - ea ch nnd every inci
dent i s ab sol utely fo.ncino.t i ng . 

B2.ck to Groyfriars for the Spr i ng Torm i n 1930, and Idr. Quelch Yras missing 
( "I hoa. r th .~t poor old QuolcLy' s a.cad - run over by o. moto r ce.r in tho hols", 
S".id Bunter. 11Avrful , a int it? I so.y~ ho.vo you fe ll ows got :my toffee?") Not 
only vms th e r e a now form mas t er ne:.uod Stee le but a permanent i nnovn.tion wo.s the 
introduction of bl r:.ze r s in p l a ce of t he ol d Eton jecke t s . As tho term wore ens 
Vernon-S mith cf'.Ino i nto prominence in o. f eud vlith th e new maste r, whom he suspect
or1. of being th e Court:fio l d Crn.cksman . Fi na ll y , just before tho Cr a cks m:m Wfl,S 
a rr e s t ed , Bunt er st umbled upon some awkvrard kno wl edge, n.nd was sent homo . Ho 
returned t o Greyfri a r s ,'i'i thout per mission, nnd on th o reilna.y pl atform at Court 
f i e l d h e met Mr. Quel ch who vms alEw r eturning. Tho tv ro chapters in no . 1150 
d es cribing tho meet in g of mus t er .:md pupil a r c po r haps un OCJ.Un.ll cd for the brilli
ant expos ition of lllr . Q;uolc h 1 s ch a r a ct er n.nd f or the tragica ll y funny wa y in 
uhich ho misinterpreted Bunter ' s gl ndness to sec him return. The l o.st number of 
th o ser i es saY, Bun-tr.er os conced at Gr ey.f ri a r s es a stowaw<1,y 1 unaware that ho now 
ho.d pe rmis s i on to r eturn . This final story i s typical of the n ew e r a which this 
series i ntrod u ced, t he e r a of fascinating littl e side-plots and irrelev anc ies 
which are like the decorations on a cake , a t onc e delightful and unnecessary. 

The Courtfie l d Cracksman ser i es was fo ll owed by t wo sub stories, e..fter 
which c rune a pair in Uos . 1154-5 5 f ea turin g Coker 1 s ga ll ant ~ttempt- to get a 
place in the first e l even by ge ttin g Pott er and Gr eene stranded a t Canterbury en 
route for Rookwood . As he st a ted , he did it wit h t he best of motives, but t here 
wn.s quite a rift in th o lut e until Aunt Judy ' s next h(Ullpcr arr iv ed . Tho next 
issue, No. 1156, bore the popu l ar t itl e 11r/ho Hacked Hacker?" and revolved around 
a be autiful cake of Hobson ' s which had been conf isc ated . 

Nos . 1157- 58 related th e mystery of a c e r tain silver box whic h contained 
Sir Hilton Popper 1 s missing moonstone . The second Diagnet, incid en t a llys repre 
sentod tho w~ole of the Easter holi da y, and No. 1159 so.~ t he juniors back at 
Grcyfrin.rs vii t hou t th e usua l scones o.t th o railw ay station . No. 1159 was entitled 
11:Bunter , the Prize Hunter 11

, tmd de::rnr i bed how he a tt empted to win the form Latin 
prize in order to ea rn t he fiv e r hi s uncl e had ~r omis ed . Bunter ' s en try consist 
ed of a copy of what ho thought vms a compesi tion of Linle y ' s , but it turned out 
to b o c famous Odo by Horaco . As I\'Ir. Quelch said , " You must ha v e im agined that 
your form mn.st er 1 s i gnor R.nce mis eve n more abysmal them your own !" .Anoth e r 
run•:.sing sing l e story ~ppea rod in No. 1160 . Bunte r had l ef t Groyf ri o.rs somewh nt 
hastily (m7ing to a misunderstandin g which had resu lt ed in Mr.- Quelch receivin g 
th e cont e1~ts of an i nk bottle i n hi s fn.ce ) and vms off e r ed a job at e circus . 
Bunte r wri..s hi ghly e l ate d with his prospects until he dis cov ered he was booked to 
a ppe u.r with the Living Skeleton and the Bea rded Lady in a turn called 111rhe Wild 
Weird Fre aks ". 

Fis he r T . Fish was not , perh aps 7 one of the more att r active members of the 
Greyfriars Remove, but the series in Nos . 1161-65 was cert a i nly v e ry r eadab le and 
prob ab l y constituted th e most amusing sequence of stories ov er vri t t en around the 
jm.ori can junior. His f athe r had succeeded in cornering Pork in the United Stat es 
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and this sudden inc~ease in fortuno ros,ultod i n Fishy becoming the target for a 
gang of kidnapp e r s . Altl:.ough prnctica lly cvo1·y one of Fishy 1 s unpleasant char[!.C
t er i st i cs wa.s wel l displ,wod in tllis scrios, it ,ms so woll written that t he 
story was not spoi l t by t he cl ose c.ttontion Y1hich he.d to be paid to t he .tunorico.n 
ju n i or. 

Pop o' the Circus, Sir Ili 1 ton ' s no11hew who wi shed to l eave GrGyfriars and 
return to the circus, occupiod r.:.1gnets 11 66 -11. 68 in an a groe ublo t hough not out 
stand i ng manner . Feint prniso will not be sufficient, howeve r, for t he magnific 
cmt ba rring-out se ri es in Nos . 11 69 ,-117 4 u hich undoubtedly formed tho best one of 
its type v1hic h Charles Hrunilt on eve r wrote . The dotn.i l od theme was not ncv, - it 
h~d been used before both a t Groy:frinrs and Rookwood - and the first sto r y was 
marrod by th e ex ci s i on of t wo or tL· !'.'ee ch ap ters t o mDlco r oom for extr a t,.dvortise 
monts (the title picture of Mngaot 1169 r e l etes t o ,1.~ omi tted incident) but th ese 
n:re 9 a ft er .1.11, only minor matters. The v.·hol o series vms written with such 
:;plondid convict i on th c.t it rcpr 0 sented a t our de for c e. Pnrt icul ar l y compel li ng 
were tho exchanges between ]Jr. Br n.nde r, t ho now headmaster, and Jl.'"J.ro Que lc h whom 
ho eventua lly d i smis sed, only t o find the Remove m~stor i nvoked the statutes of 
t he schoo l which a ll owed a dismissed master of lo ng standing t o r emain at the 
school until th o governo r s had heard his appea l. It need not bo added that a ll 
c ame ri gh t in t ho end. 9 and Dr. Locke returned. 

The China series i n Nos . 1175- 85 was not only t he greatest of ull the 
for~ign tr a vel se ri es but a l so has many poin ts of interest in i t for collect ors . 
Th0 story revolved a r ound tho efforts of a c erta in Chi nese tong f i rst t o kidnap 
and l at or to mur de r 'Jun Lung, who , for the first timo in t ho history of the I\Iag
not, ch,~nged from a qua i nt oddity into a li v i ng character of flesh cmd blood. 
Li ke th e s e ri es itself, th e nee.Fer we progressed towards the Ea.st the moro r e;:i,1-
istic ,ms the pr esontP..t i on . Some of the ea rl y inci dGnts in England ( li ke the 
p l nno which machin e-gunned :rJho.rton Lodg e ) were too biz a rre to bo really exc i ting 9 
but from tho moment tho j un i ors set foot in Sing a pore tho series ,·:cs infus ed vn-l;h 
a now lif e , nnd every number vms supe rbo It is i nte r esting to note, too, th~t 
some of tho a.utho r 1 s cor,ll'.!lonts on t he state of Chinn. st ill r etai n their signif i
C':1.nc e dospito the u pheavo, l s whic h hiwe tnk on p l ac e i n t he qunrter century since 
the series was written . 1J.1h ere c an b e no doubt · that the story of t he esc ape fro m 
the cl utches of t he mandar in T ang Wnng mus t have remained v i vidly in the minds of 
the r eaders of the time. 

The transi lii on from China t o Greyfrio. r s was cleverly effected in a single 
nur'.lber in lfo. 1186 which r e l a ted an inci dent whic h occurred on the voy e,gc home~ 
thi s story a cto d as a usefu l buffer between t he high dra ma of the Chi na series 
and tho h i gh co medy of Nos. 11 87-88 . These two sto ri es were an absolutely de 
li ghtful pc.ir, starring ilir . Prout a.s the victi m of circumstances: ho bocarne sus 
pected of en t er i ng into dr unken brawls 9 m1d in one superb sequen c e Mr . Co.pper 
went to spe::i,k to hi m " e.o n fr i cnd. 11

9 urgl ng him to tol l the tru th i nstead of making 
l a.mo ox cuses . :D:::r. Prout was of course v i ndi c ated i n t he end 9 but it was i mposs
ible not to fee l sor1·y for h i m in h i s pred.icamcnt -- whic h was c ertainly a change 
from the usual toleran t amusemen t wit h whic h he was gene r al l y r egarded . 

Passi.ng hast ily over the substitute story in No. 1189 9 we co me to Ho. 1190 
which se ems a l most li ke someth i ng f rom the pages of a Blu e Gem: it dealt with a 
feud between the Remove and t he Fifth, and expl ain ed how Harry Wharton nearly 
lost t he c ap taincy of t he f orm bec ause of th e i n iti a l lac k of success th at attend 
ed h is efforts to put Blunde l l & Co. in th eir place. The year en de d in grand 
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style with the Cn:vnndal e Abb ey sori Gs in Nos . 1191-94: this comr:ienced in an un
usuc.lly in con s equenti a l c:md inter es tin g manner, o.nd went on to comprise one of 
th e best Magn et Christm a s es, Th e identity of th e crimin a l wa s not perhaps a very 
gre a t mystery 9 but it took li'errers Locke quite a long ti me to work out all the 
de t~il s 9 and (more import an t) th o series was oxtrom o ly well wr itt en. 

1931 - P..mbrosia Still 

The mai n feature of the Spring Term was the series in Nos. 1195-1203 about 
Tatters the tinker who surpris in gly appe ared at Greyfri a rs as Cecil Cholmondeley 
( 

11Chumley fo r Short n as one of the numbers was entitled),. Cholmondeley was the 
victim of a plot by his cousin Rackstra w - a good rogui sh name ., as Gem readers 
will r emember . First Carn e and then Ponsonby were used by Rackstraw in attempts 
to g et the tinker exp e lled 9 bu t all the plotting ceme to naught. Cholmondeley 
eventu a lly left at the end of a readable though not outstanding series. 

A miscellaneous selection fo ll owed . 11'11hc Champion Chump11 in No. 1204 wa s 
of' course Coke r: no - one else could have contrived to lock the Head in the pun
ishment room by mistake. "A Schoo lboy' s Sacrifice 11 the following week f 'eatured 
Rodwing and Vernon - Smi th 5 but t he story seemed r ather compr e ssed and thG theme 
would h 2.vo repaid a lo nger treatment in a sGrics, '1Billy Bunter's Bunk: 11 in No. 
1206 was based on th e classic f able of thG boy who c ri ed 11Wolf 11• He made an 
att empt ·t;o obto. i n a holiday on t ho pretext th a t a parent was ill, and when ill
n es s r .cally cRme h e was not be li eved . The term was rounded off with a pair of 
st ori es in Nos. 1207 - 08 , featuring an .American swindler wh o was being pursued by 
one of his vic t ims. The t a l e ended with a strange and dramatic climax i n a mill 
nea r Wh arto n Lodge. 

'l1he highligllt of 1931 wa s undoubtedly the Lanc a ster series in Nos. 1209 
1219 . Although the theme had been us ed many years previously for the Talbot 
s e ri es in the Gem, there i s no doubt that the MagnGt ve r sion of this theme wa s 
sup erb. Dick Lenc ast e r wa s a young man of Sixth Form o.ge 9 strikin gly handsome, 
an exc e llent cricketer 9 well-mannered and winning golde n op ini ons on a ll sideso 
Re was unfortun a tely a lso a cre,cksmun of re markab l e ability, known as the Wiza.rd. 
Sir Hi l ton Popper (who was i n t he toils of a money-lender) was forced to sponsor 
the boy for Greyfr i u rs 9 and the stage was thus brilliantly set for the struggle 
that was to ensu e betwe en the boy's old lif e and the influence of his new associ
ates. He wa s sus p ected in turn by Coker , Loder 9 and Wharton, and e a ch one was 
d ealt with in a dif fe rent manne r. 'l'his se ri es wa s mor e credible than the Talbot 
series i n th P.t th e schoolboy cr a cksmru1 was aged e i ghteen inste a d of sixte en

9 
and 

th e author sensibly a l lo wed Lancast e r to disappear a t the end of the se ri es in
ste ad of ke eping him on at th e school ( though Talbot wou l d prob ably also have 
di sapp e·~r 8d from St. Jim ts had th e renders be en less vociferous : i t wa s a pity 
th at h e did not le ~ve in the srune manner 3 S Lnncnster). Th e es senti a l attraction 
of the Lancaster series \7ns tho f£'..ct the story centred round th e s enior school 
f or a ch ange : a lt hough the Romovi t cs were introduced qui t e netur a lly i nto every 
number , t ho g en er a l atmosphere of the series was on o.n npp r eciub l y higher lev e l 
th r.n usu al . Thh; wc1s unqu e stion ably one of the finest ser i es to appe ar i•·i thin 
the pag es o:f the Magnet. 

The La nc :1ster series was fol l owed by 11Speedway Coker 11 in lifo. 1220, a story 
v;hich i s fnmous for ,::mother J.'eason - it was the last substitu t e story to appear 
in the 11agn et. '11hen came a number of t a l es of good ave r age qu a lit y: 11Billy 
Bunter's Bn.r gnin" in No. 1221 consi sted in his bo rr owi ng money from Price in 
r e turn for keeping quiet ab ou t an incriminating photograph; Nos. 1222 and 1223 
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related how Vernon-Smith r:c'.s expe l lGcl - ru1d r ei nstr1, t ed; and n.nothe r pair of 
stories in Nos. 12 24 c.nd J.225 deal!, ,;i th Pouson by ' s discovery of th e sec r et p:1ss 
age that l ed from the hollow Friar· • s Oak to the Remove box-ro om, and the onter
t c:.ining events whi ch follov:ed from t h i s d i scove r y. This mi sce ll aneous selection 
was concluded with t vro s i ngle numbers - "Billy Bunt or's H.1t Tri ck" i n No. 1226 
(th e trick being to h i de a bankno t e of Er. Quolch's in h i s Sunday topper) and 11.A. 
Boy with a.. Bo.d Nruno" which dcrn.lt with tho VffJ,Y in which Vernon-Smith succeeded in 
putting Wharton in o. false position and so co.use d a.. rift in tho l ute. 

'J.lho summer hob.day series i n 193 1 v,as both long and l a.t o, :running f r om No., 
1228 to 1236 i. e. from Augus ·b 29th to October 24t h o Alth ough the Kenya series 
wcs very re edab l e and tho l as t few num·bers r el at in g hov.r th e ju11iors \Vore sold 
i nto s l o.vory wore exc i t i ng, it was no·G one of t he really gro at f or ei g n t r avel 
series, and there can be no doubt thnt th e readers echoed Bob Cherry ' s sent i ments 
when ho d.oc l a.rod: "Fo r ei gn pu.rt.s arc o..11 very well for a tr ip~ you men ! I' m not 
sor ry v,o went to Af'rica. But for a plac e to livo in 9 you cnn't bent jolly old 
E1Jgland ! 11 

Back t o Gi•oyf ri c..rs aga in in No. 12 37 found lllr. Pr out r a t he r d i sso..tisfied 
with old Englruid, since he was being persecuted by an Old Boy who c ame back to 
t he s c hoo l to ca n 0 the Fift h Form master. It was not- an outstanding story, but 
it was notable for a specially arousing scene in which Capper went to Pr out to 
sympath i se wi th him . After the customary Guy Fawkes Day story in lfo. 1238 1 ther e 
c ame a pa ir of stories dea li ng with a new boy na med Carlow to whom Nugent took an 
unr eason ing- dislike - a vory readable series which neve rth eles s did not q_uite 
Gff a ce memori es of a s imil ar series in the Gem s ix years pre viously. 11Coke:r' s 
li'ootball Feve r" in No. 1241 speaks for itself, but not so 11Th e Bou nder ' s Blu nde r 11 

the following week which desc rib ed how he mistakenly suspected the French maste r 
of stea lin g his five pound note. Another serious story was No. 1243 on·t;i t l cd 11A 
B2·0·the r 1 s Sacr ific 0" in which Frank Nugent took on himse l f tho burd e n of h is 
minor ' s troubl es . 

The Christm as sorios ut l\faulev erer Towers i n Nos . 1 244 - 46 was anothe r 
d e lightful set of sto ri es to commemor ate th e season of goodwill. Bunte r exc ell ed 
himself i n his attempts to j oii: 1 th e party witho ut an invita t ion, and the mystery 
of the '.Power s p rovid ed a t ouch of seasonable e xc i tement whic h all in a ll must have 
l ef t ev e ry r eader f ee lin g mor e t han satisfied. 

19 32 - H1:!,:rr;r ri'h a rt on I s ~ 

The re marka ble po int ab out the Fli p s eries i n Nos . 1247 -125 4 was t he 
manne r i n which th i s new Second Fo r m boy loo ked u p to Bunt er, whom he r ega r ded as 
the epitome of courage, generos it y 9 and wisd om. Bunte r met Flip near Maul everer 
Towers a".ld. the vraif r end ered h i m a service. Bunte r in his turn persuaded Maul
everer to pay Flip' s foes at Greyfri ars 7 and the plo t took anothe r t wis t when 
Flip r ecogn is ed a t empora :r.y Remov e mastery Mr. Lag dens as a. o:r.ook from his old 
haunts. 'rhis seri es was not pe rh aps in th e top r ank , but it was cri sp and en t e r
tainin g , arnl - unlikc-i som e l e.t o r series in the Magnet - it never outst ayed its 
welcome . 

Hn.rry Whart on played a big pn rt in t he year 1932 and was inde ed featur ed 
more prom i nently th a n at an y other time, either before or since. The first 
sequence of stories described his feud with Vern on-Smit h , but it was rather a.n 
intermittent t a l e and r eally constitut e d severa.l s e ri es i n one. 

The first series in Nos . 1255-5 9 was g~ite outstanding, and dea lt with tho 
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manner in which Harry misk \ken l y th ough t his unc l e had come to look on hi m as a 
burden. It transpir ed t hat the fortune of whi ch not even da Costa and Captain 
Marke r had be en ab l e to dep rive him i n 19 28 had l a t e r been lo s t in a. Bombay bank 
smash . I n addi tion 9 Col onel Wharton was feeling the pinch of t axat i on: the car 
had bee n sold 9 the chauffeur d i smiss ed 9 vi/har ton Lodge was shut up ove r Christmas

9 
and the Colonel walked from Courtfie l d to Greyfri a rs to se.ve money . As the 
Colonel r emurk ed.9 ' 'Taxa tion has b e en cnrri ed t o such l engths th at it i s practi
ca ll y killi ng t he goose t ha t l ays the g ol de n oggs . 11 (One can only guess what he 
would have sn id t wenty years l a·t.er!) Ago.inst thi s b uckground, it is not sur
pris in g th nt \i/har ton should l ate r believe evidence that seemed to su gges t h i s 
uncle thought him .::i. bu rd en . 

This s e ries shewed cl earl y one of Charles Hamilton's g r eates t gifts - the 
power to portray a co nv i nc in g argume nt between t wo peop le, neither of whom was 
wholly i n tho ri gh t. Wharton det ermin ed to win a Fou nder ' s scholarship and mai n
t a in himself without holp :fr om his uncl e . Bob Cherry au cti on ed his bike fo r 
h:i.m; Ver non -Smith gen ero u s ly bid more th an it was worth

9 
and then was incens ed 

whon \Jha rt on t hre w t ho nonoy in his fa c e . 'rhis was the beginning of the feud
9 

and t he Boun der soon became captain of th e form. Thro ugh Bunt e r's int ervention 
Whart on 1 s misun d.e:rst andin g with his uncle was c l ea r e d up

9 
and Bunt e r was for 

once a we lc ome guest a·t; Wharton Lodg e at Easter. But t he feud with Vorn on-Smi th 
was not to be settled so eas il y 0 

Nos . 12 60 and 12 61 dealt v.d. th th e Easte r holid ay s. The Bound er was stay 
ing in a bu nga l ow on the riv or Wymo, and hi s feud smouldered into fl ame a.ga in

9 
but H wa s Red.wing who b ec ame th e victi m of his plot and the pa ir of t hem were 
l a t e f or t he n ew tor rn at Greyfriars .'.ls a r esu lt. Acc ordi ng ly the terr ,1 began v.d.th 
t wo. singl e stories unc onno ctod wit h th o sorios 1 11Th e Fo ol of t he Schoo l 11 in lfo .. 
1262 wu.s of cours e Coker 9 whilst 11The Ve..nishod Sov cr e i gns 11 th o following week 
belonged to Gosling 9 who had decided to sell th on at 27 /6d ea ch to a jc,1oller 
i ns t ead of b e in g pcitr i otic and surrendering th er:i fo r 20/- ea ch at th o Post Office. 

Vern on- Smi th r eturned in No. 126 4 and was sen tenc ed t o b e exp e lled, having 
boon caught at , th o 'I'hr eo :B'ishe r s by Sir Hilton Pop pe r,. but h e was in strumenta l i n 
expos in g an impersona t or, and so escaped th e just re ward of his mis deed s. Tho 
fe ud wi th Wharton was c on ti nue d in Nos. 1265-66, a fin e pa ir of stori es , though 
t he se cond one en d.ad r ath er abr uptl y . At all events, th o hatchet was buried -
but Vornon-S r..1i th r ena in ed c ap t a in. 

Bunter ' s v ent riloquism was p r ob ab l y nev er used t o prod uce su ch hil arious 
results as it di d in 11Cokor ' s Cricket Cr a.zo 11 in ifo o 1267, in which Coker almost 
succoodod i n wangl in g him se lf n pl a c e in t he first e lev en. A story in completely 
different ve in t he follo wi ng week featur ed Bob Cher ry's disreputable cousin, Paul 
Tyrre ll, v,hose pr edi camen t had a lr eady be en h i nt ed a t some weeks earli e r (in No. 
1259). Ho was now want .ed f or forgery, and probably no-one we,s mor e su r pri sed 
than Bob when Vernon-Smith interv ened to he lp his cousin escap e abroad. The end 
of Vernon-S mit h 's capt a inc y came with No .. 126 9 , in which he l ed the t eam out of 
deten ti on to p l ay crick ot - on l y to have the game curt ai l ed by t he unfortun a t e 
a rriv al of Mr . Qu e lch. As the ma st e r of t he Remove r emarked

1 
"Jfo- one c an command 

who has no t l0a 1'ned. t o obey • 11 The Bounder's e lection w·o.s quashed
9 

and Harry 
Wh..::.rt on a t l as t cruno i nto his own a ga in. 

11
Coker ' s Camera Clicks 11 i n No. 1270 wa s followed by t wo s e ries - the tale 

of th 0 Green Satchel i n Nos. 1271-75 an d th e Egypt series in Nos., 1277-12 84 . 
Tb.or e is a mark ed r esem bl anc e bet we en th ese two series despite t he difference in 
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subject matt e r. :Both commenc e d with a striking number which was full of oxcito
ment and development of pl ot 9 a.ud t he n both seri es tailed off into stories which 
tenn.ed to be somewhat re:pe,·biti ve versions of the o·riginal theme - an unscrupulous 
villain i n pursuit of proporty which did not belong to him. In the first series 
Dandy Sanders was af-G,er the loot from a bank robbery which had been hidden up the 
chimney of study No. 19 whilst in the second series Konstantinos Kalizolos was 
pursuing Maul everer in ordor to obta in th e gold en scarab of A-Menah which con
tR.in od th e key to a fortun e . 'l1he Egypt series was, hovrevor 9 distinguished by 
fine portr a its of two d i fferent types of Egyptians - Hilmi 'Maroudi, the million
air e , and Hassan tho dr ng oman. rrhe scenos d escribing the power of Rilmi i\11:~roudi 
wore almost sufficient to recall t he best of the China series, but the Egypt 
s e ri es could not sustain this hi gh l a:r1rel for l ong. Th e two series were separated 
by a single number entitled '' Who 17alloped Wiggins ? 11

9 a story about Lo(ler and 
Wingate. 

Undoubtedly the finest series of a ll to appear i n the Magnet during the 
ye ars covered by this Feview was the tale of Harry rvharton the rebel in Nos. 
1285-1296. Whether it was superior to the earlie r version which ran in the years 
1924-25 is a matter open to question 9 but it was certainly much better written 
and constitutes a spell-binding narrative 9 not one ch<',,pter of which is super
fluous and not one word of which is tedious. 

The series opened with the usual first day of term incidents (scenes at 
the railway station and descriptions of first day chaos at the school) al l cunn
ingly interwoven into the story of Harry Wharton's downfall. Lod er•s unscrupu
lousnessj combined with misunderstandings and 'vi/harton • s uncertain temper a ll con
tributed in turn t o add fuel to t he flames. It is interesting to note that 
Wharton was often unjustly suspected and th a t his own faul ts of character opera
ted to prevent such misunderstandings from being cleared up. It is also note
worth y thn.t Mr. Quelch was often depicted as allowing his suspicions to get the 
b etter of his judgment. J3oth mc..ste r and pupil were shown at their worst in this 
s eries. 

Eric Fayne has pointed out that in the curlier se ri es Harry Wharton was 
actual ly guilty of uns avoury conduct, where~s in the later series he was really 
not so black a s he wcs paintod 9 and in this respect this series is more true to 
char a cter. But o.l though he vms not 11 bl a ckguard he was certo.inly c rebel, end 
neo.rly Gvery numb or cont :'l.ins an amusing clesoription of how ho managed to score 
off Mr. Quelch or Loder. Yet there wo.s o. definite development of plot in each 
number of the s e ries, and there was no question of there being a repetition of 
theme mer e ly to spin out the series i ea.ch number saw \7harton sinking deeper and 
deeper in t o the mire 9 with Mr. Quelch perceiving more clearly than Dr. Locke the 
full Gxte,1t of Wharton's r ebelliousness 9 but with the Head firmly maintaining 
that Wha:J?ton should be g i ven every chance to clear himself on each particular 
ocons i on 9 a.nd that me re suspicion 9 however strong, was no adequate substitute for 
actual proof. 

Row to end a series of this nature is a difficult problem. In the earlier 
series the Head gave Wharton u second chance 9 and what might have been an anti
climax in fa~t turned out to bee re a listic portra it of n reformed rebel who had 
to try to win his form-master's resp e ct o.now. The lat e r series ended wl th 
\i'h.:uton and 1/Ir. Quelch trapped in a cave whilst the tide was coming in 9 and in a 
moment of grea t peril Wharton app rised the Remove master of the true facts and 
Mr. Quelch unh esitatingly accepted them. The description of master and pupil 
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trapped by the tide lacks nothing tbat the inn.star hand could provide in the way 
of convincing verisi militude. Yet one is left with just n. mite of dissatisfac
tion that such a magnificent serios could not have had a truly mn.gnificent 
ending. 

Thero are only a fow r eal ly perfect series in tho Magnet - perfect that is 
from beginning to end 9 tho sort that it is difficult to lay down unfinished. 
Mmiy, like the South Seas and China series suffered from an indiff erent start, 
but cmongst th o perfect series one finds tho following: tho first Wharton the 
r ebe l sorios 9 th o Bunter Court series, Lode~ 1s captaincy series, tho Courtfield 
Cracksmc.n series, the Brander series, tho Lance.ster series, and tho Stncoy 
series. In this r arificd atmosphere of the very hoight of Ch~rlos Homilton 1 s 
achievements the second Wharton tho rebel series is asGurod of ~n undisputed 
place in the hull of fame. If Charles Hamilt on had written nothing else this 
series alone would have proved th at he fully understood and could perfectly por
tray the complex workings of human nature as few authors have done before or 
since. 

To shew that the events of tho past term had boon completely forgotten 
Mr. Quelch had kindly consented to spend the Christmas holidays at ~Jharton Lodge, 
and so was on hand at the very beginning of th e Valentine series, which ran from 
Nos. 1297-1307. 

Jim Valentine was one of those characters who mllke an instro1.t appea l to 
tho reader. His first appearance was sudden and dr amat ic, right in the very 
first chapter of lTo. 1297. He was on a motor-bike, speeding along tho icy roads 
tryin g to osc~po from a gn.ng of criminals, and it lo.tor transpired that ho was 
in fa.ct Dick the Penmo.n, a ronomwd forger who had eventua lly decided to cut 
free from his past. 

Mr. Quelch was wandering, lost, frozen, and utterly weary when he came 
upon Jim Valentine who guided him to shelter. In a very moving sequence of 
passages the boy told the Rumove toaster something of his past history and the 
muster decided to enter him at Groyfriars at his own expens e . 
19 33 - Calmer i-.'aters 

The remainder of th e Valentino series related hov, th o gang attempted by 
devious means to drive the boy from the school so th at he would havo no option 
but to r ojoin them. It is not the complicated plot which so enlivens this sories 
but the ini mit nblo touches of characterisation: W....r. Quelch bestowing his frosty 
kindness upon the boy he had taken under his protection, and Harry \Jharton & Co., 
trying to believe in Valentino when circumstances looked so black against him . 
T'herc wer e also pleasing parts for Hosldns the mad music i an, and for Bunter who 
wo.s hawkin g up and dovm the Remove ~ tray of tvrnnty articles at half a cro wn each. 

V?.lent in e's exit was ova ry bit 2.s drrunatic as his entra11ee . Tho gang wa.s 
nrrcstcd, and Mr. Grimes was just about to l ay his hands on Dick the Penmcm when 
Valentin e mana ged to e lude him and f l y to Brazil with his uncle. The s eries 
ended with tho usual valediction - "Tho Famous Five made up their minds that, 
some day or other, they v:ould have a holiday in far off Brazil and see Jim 
Va lentine again . 11 Pox once the valediction Y1as proved true in tho 1.ight of 
Gubsequent ovonta. 

Aft er a fine series the normal type of story seemed to fall a little flat. 
u-,iibley 1 s \.-onderful Wheeze" in No. 1308 was to obtain a place in the eleven by ------~--- ·---- -
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disguising himself whilst 111'op!_;or I s Unpopular Priz o 11 tho next woolc consisted of 
£5 for tho win..YJ.or and a c o.ning for tho lose:t' ! O:tlng to a mistake in his trickery 
Bunter discovered thfct he had won the booby prize v,hich was incre ased to a 
flogging for his special benofi t. ruuch better was 11Tho Schoolboy I mpers onator" 
in No. 1310 which dealt vrlth ~Tugont and his ungra,t .oful brothor 9 whilst "All 
Bunter• s Fault 11 the fo1lo,·:ing week was one of the funniest single stories to 
appear in tho M2.gnot: Bunter wcs determined to annex Wharton's armchair 9 and 
was disgusted to le<.1rn that Wh arton v:rns ma.king out it was his just because his 
Aunt Amy had sent it to him. ;Jhat happened as a result of Bunter's curious 
mental :processes constituted a t~.le which was sheer delight from beginning to 
end . 

The Easter Cruise series in Nos. 1312-16 must have been tho last Magnet 
holiday series which had no connecting link bet WE)en the various numbers in the 
series. Nevertheless it was a.n enterta i ning sto!'y 9 though Rookvmod readers might 
h!!ve remembered a similar t a lc nbout fellows vrho i mag ined they were being invited 
as guests ~nd lat e r found out that they wore expected to p3y for their holiday 
cruise. 

Jfo. 1317 contained a talo about a somnambulist (not , a very promising sub
,joct), whilst 1fo. 1318 featured Napoleon Dupont in the unusual role of 11Taming a. 
Tyrant 11 ( the tyrant in this case being ila lke.r ). Two pairs of stori es followed: 
Varnon -S mith succeeded in being sent to Covont!'y in lfos. 1319-20 as a rosult of 
doing Nugent's brother a good turn, and the Bounder also fe at ure d largely in tho 
se ries in Nos. 1321-22 in which Mr. Lascollos mysteriously disappeared from the 
school after readers had been reminded of his not quite respectable past. 

Magne t stories in which tho scene moved to Highcliffe alwa ys maint a ined a 
strong interest 9 mainly because of the vivid presentation of the unusual and 
strik i ng characters therein. No. 1323 entitled 11The Worst Boy in the School 11 

was no exception, a.."ld the passages describing the reaction of Dr . Voysey and Mr. 
liobbs to a knavish trick of Ponsonby' s make memorable reading. Equall y memorable 
( though in another manner) was nAunt .Judy at Greyfriars" the following v1eek., 
This seems to havo been her first visit since the never-to-be-forgotten occasion 
when she succeeded in getting Coker his remove from tho Shell to the Fifth. On 
this occasion she was instrumental in saving her nephew fro m being expelled by 
mistakeo 

Charles H8mil ton once stated that in his opinion the tvro funniest Magnet 
tales were l!The Follow Who Wouldn't Bo Canod 11 and t he story of Bunter's £100 
Boater Hat. The former number belongs to an earlier eraJ . but the story of the 
fabulous boater hat ffiay be found in L:agnets 1325-26. In those days ban.1motes of 
high denominations were current, and Hr. Vernon-Smith had the misfortune to sec 
such a one blown away and picked up by a tramp 9 who subsequently hid it under 
tho lining of Bunter's straw hat. The hilarious rE)sults of this _action made a 
most amusing pair of' stories 9 bu-t collectors might perhaps find in the volumes 
of th& Magne t . a t nlo even funnier, like, for i nstn.nce 9 No. 1327 entitled '1Tho 
Shylock of Greyfrio.rs" which told how a booby trap landed on Fisher T. Fish, 
resulting in the presentation of a bill amounting to £4.3 0 0d. for d amage to 
clothes. Another amusing story was "Bunter the Ventri l oquist 11 the following 
week, a story which is notable for being situate almost entirely at Rookwood. 
The tor m cmdE)d in fine style with a pair of stories about Vernon-Smith in lfos, 
1329-30 which constituted a sequel to some of tho events in the Lascellos series 
ear lier in the term. The Bounder was expel l ed, and his father descended upon ____ ,_,.._,, ______ ........,._..., ..... --~-,·---·-- -·- - - --·----------
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Greyfriars with the int ention 
v.chich was fully carr ied out. 
in good stead. 

of dis.Jovering the truth for himself 9 an intention 
Once again the Bounder's proverbial luc k stood h i m 

The Hiking series in Nos. 1331-40 was undoubtud.ly the finest English 
swnmer holiday series of t he 1 thirties 9 and was indeed surpassed only by the 
tour in 1929. What was so att·ractive about the Hiking series was its e.ir of 
freshness and novelty. Tho connecting link - Ponsonbyts pursuit of the Holiday 
Annu a l which contained a mysterious secret - novor became too insistent or 
~bsorbing 9 and each week the juniors visited a different part of the country and 
en count ered different adventures, ranging from a tithe war in Sussex to a · 
h~unt0d c ast le in Oxfordshire. Th is was indeed a model series, and well exempli
fied tho classic formula for a rt - repetition with a difference. In length and 
development it , represented the high water mark of the English summer holiday 
series in the 1\'!agnet. 

A number of single stories followed. "The .Ace of Jokers" in 1'io. 1341 >1as 
Wlbl ey 9 who was masquerading as a new mast.er 9 whilst No. 1342 was given over to 
th e usu a l Guy Fawkes story. Finally, "Down With The Tyrant" in No. 1342 r e lat ed 
the exciting events which occurred when the :Remove :fell foul of \1alker. After 
this th e re were no runs of single stories for a very long time indeed. 

The reader who purchased the series in Nos. 1344-48 must have wondered 
whe ther he had obtained the right paper 9 since - for the one and only time 
in its history - the Jr.:agnet resorted to fantasy. Yet the r es ult was not so un
usual as might have been expected 9 because Charles Hamilton still subordinated 
tho plot to the characters, and did not repeat the mistake of If.G. Wells whose 
ch aracters were more puppets and who often allo,Yod a promising idea to po ter 
out 9 as in .'1The ]food of the Gods 11• In tho Magnet series the :fantasy consisted 
of a phial of sticky crimson liquid which was the r esu lt of Profess or Sparkin
son ' s researches, and which magically endowed superhuman str ength. The inter
esting part of tho series was not tho exhibition of strength but the munner in 
which the strong men used their new found musc ular power. Alonzo Todd becoming 
fussy and int e rfering from t he best of motives, and Bunter becoming dovmright 
tyr annica l from t he wor st of motives. So despite the fn.ntastic el omont the 
whole series re main ed absolutely truo to cha.rrwter, 

Christmas thus found Bunter even more unwelcome than usual as a holiday 
guest . His pr obl ems were made more difficult· by tb. o fact th at the Bunter resi
den ce was being closed down for th e fes tiv e season. Aunt Martha took in Bessie 
on th e stri .ct understanding that n e i thcr of Bessie's brothers accompanied hcr

9 
which moa·Y!i th9.t Uncl e George was l eft with Sammy and Billy. Matter s became 
quite des:pora·t.e wh0n Bill y ' phoned Wharto n Lodge and passed some unfortunate 
comments nb out th e Colonel, only to find t ha t he v,as speaking to the Colonel 
himself and not to Harry Wharton . Billy then confided to Sammy just as 1Jncl0 
George waB coming into tho room) that ho would h ave to put up wi. th the stingy 
old codger af t e r a ll, a rem .:1rk to which tho stingy old co dge r took tho gre a test 
except i on . 

In the end Bunt er was l eft with nowhere to go at a ll 1 e.nd he hit upon tho 
unique plan of stow in g avmy in an attic at V1nc:rton Lodge. This series in Nos. 
1349-51 wa s the l E'-st of the really great Christmas holid ay series, bubbling over 
with good humou r and. high spirits toget he r with an ag roon.ble touch of sonsonn.bl0 
mystery. __ ..,.., ____ ... _____ , ______ ....,.__ .. _ ........ ____ , _______ ..... _._._ ...... ____ ~-- ·-·--.... -...... ~ ..... -- .... -----..-·-· 
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19 34 - A Year of High D-ram.§:. 

The end of the Christmas holidays and. the beginning of the new term con
stituted the background for a pair cf stories in Nos. 1352-53 concerning a 
diamond pin which Billy Bunter acquired for a shilling and which he sold to 
Fisher T. Fish for fifty shillings -. Fi shy was upset to learn that he was unable 
to realise his expec·ted profit after all. There followed in :Nos .. 1354-58 the 
Kranz series 9 v,rhich commenced in n somewhat melodramatic manner with Bob Cherry 
being kidnapped by aeroplane, but which soon settled down to being an engrossing 
mystery of a. more normal type, with lliaul overor pJ.ay i ng a lee.ding part in solving 
the problem. No. 1359 entit l ed "i'Jho Walloped Wingate?" enjoyed the distinction 
of being the only single story of tho year 9 and was a neat l i ttle piece about 
Price and his feud with Wingate. 

Vernon-Smith encountered constant trouble during his long and hectic 
career, but neYer did he face such a calamitous prospect as in the Smedley 
series in Nos, 1360-73, In order to understand the background to this series it 
is necessary to know that ho hacl beon in constant t r ouble for many months and 
had even been expelled in the Kranz serios 7 though the sentence was lat ,or re~ 
scinded by the Head. Tuir. Q.uelch, who ha.d been in very poor heal th since the 
holidays 9 was becoming progressively more annoyed with tho scapGgrace of his 
form 9 whilst Mr. Vernon-Smith 9 tho mi l lionaire financier 9 had completely lost 
po.tionco with his son and threatened to disinber i t him in favour of a cousin if 
tho Bounder should be expelled from the school, ·when it is edded thn.t the 
cousin arrived at GrGyfri11rs ns tho temporary master of tho Remove under tho 
ps~udonym of Eustace Smodloy 9 it will be npprociated th~t all the ingredients 
for a dramatic series wore reedy to hand. 

Charles Hamilton did not fail to make fti l l tiso of all tho possibilities 
of the s i tuation. It was a long and vnriod series, and included the whole of 
the East or holidays which v:ore spent piirt ly in Fra.nce and partly at 1.'lharton 
Lodge, ,-,here - much to Bunterts disgust - Hr. Quelch was an honoured guest. 
Every facet of the Bounder 1 s character was allov,ed full play in this fascinating 
series which despite its length was not a chapter too much. In fact the only 
blemish was a clumsy interpolat i on at the end of chapter 11 in No. 1369 7 the 
sole purpose of which appears to have been to concoct an unlikely incide':'lt to be 
depicted on the front cover. Th i s Yms 7 howevcr 9 only a minor matter, and there 
can be no doubt. th ut the series consti tutod t he most author·i tative exposition of 
Vernon-Smith• s character to appear during the final deco.do of tho Magnet,. 

Mr. Prout drenched with ink - Bunter unjustly expelled - the Remove in 
rebellion. Such was the situation that confronted I:-Ir. Quelch when he eventually 
returned -~o Greyfriars in !To. 1374 9 and it was a situation whi ch was destined to 
deterio~atc still further before things returned to normal in No. 1382, for the 
Remove turned Popper's Island into a fortress and a good barring-out series 
ensued, Once again Rookwood readers might have had memories of a similar theme 
in tho Boys' Friend 9 but the M:a.gnet vers i on was treated in much greater detail, 
and it is interesting to note that 11:r. Quelch had a sneaking sympathy for tho 
Febels, a sympathy which caused a certain coldness to arise between the Head and 
the Remove master. It . i s pleasing to be able to record in the end the Remove 
wore triwnphant 9 and Mr. Quelch had the personal satisfaction of putting Prout 
in his place, 

The Bunter Court series of 1925 was but a fading drenm in 19 34, though no 
(loubt many readers stil l remembered tho fabu l ous mansion which had boon ..... -...... -·-·-.......... ,, .................. ,-.~·-1----- -·--- - ·-
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accompani ed by a stran ge lack of the necessary r eady money with which to keep 
runnin g thG a."'lcostral homo of the Bunters. Th o series in "niagncts 1383-89 (which 
i ncide nt ally ran from cov er to cover in oach i ss ue) was in a sense complementary 
to tho previous se ri es. Bunt er bocruno possessed of a valet n e.med Jarvish who 
mo.do ov (;r to Bunter an i mmense fort u na. Hov.r tho Famous Five accompanied Bunter 
the Bil liona ir e on an e.ir tr i p to Fr ance and I t:::.ly and how a c ertain American 
named !figor Bronx seemed t o mn.ko Bunter's inllori tanco h i s own pa rticul ar busi
ness ~11 combi ned to constitute~ joll y summer holiday se ri es 9 oven though it 
lacked the myst iqu e of its mor e famou s ~redecessor of 1925. Nevertheless it had 
its moments 1 perhaps the best of which was t he descript ion. of D'Arcy in the 
antiq ue shop in Venice - a delightfu l cameo which epitomised Gussy in the space 
of a f ew pnr~ ,graphs . 

It would be idle to pretend that the Secret Society se ri es in Magnets 
1390- 1400 had no faults. In No. 1394, for instanc o 9 tho Hous e page was referred 
to as Tupperi th i s was only a minor error 9 but th o scene in No. 1391 when Mr .. 
Quolch l .::dd h:mds on Loder and a s tru ggJ.o onsuod vms per haps a little too ox
n.gger a:ted to rin g true. Those matte r s a :ro, howove:,r 9 only sl i gh t c r iticisms of a 
ser i es which is i mmensely readable. Dr. Locke and Wi ngate were in volved in an 
accident 9 and Mr. Prout became hea,dma,ster 9 maki ng Loder his Head Prefect. The 
series present.ed a fascina ti ng character study of Mr . Prout;: th e reader ce ased 

.to regard him wi th runused t o l erance and b egan to dislike him e,ctivoly 9 so well 
did Charles Hamil ton dep i ct t his pompous, se lf -impo rt ant man who now found, for 
the first' time, th at . his o..uthori ty knew no bounds. It was not l ong before Mr. 
Quelch departed, his place being t aken by the fussy, nervous Mr. Woose (Y,ho 
apparently :stayed on as art maste r when ]:'r. Quelch r eturned). The Remove wore 
l eft with no ch ampion to p rot ect them f r om Loder's bullying 9 and accordingly the 
Secret Society c rur.e i nto bo i ng 9 effect iv 0l y chocking tho unscrupulous Head 
Prefect. An inter esti ng sidel i ght was t ho way in which tho freo gifts being 
prcsontod to re e.tlers at tho ti me (thumbprint · :recorder , codo, and invisible 
wr iting pencil) wer e worked into tho series and used by t ho Secret Society. The 
series came to a g rand climax i n Noo 1400 when Dr . Locke returned unexpectedly 
just as Mr. Prout was about to administer some unjust floggings, and the Fifth 
Form mast.e r saw h i s author it y collapse li ke a pack of cards. 

Christmas in 1934 (Magnets 1401-03) was spen t at Hilton Hall on the 
Devonshire moors . By dint of blackmail Bunter secured an invitation for himself 
A.no also induced Hilton to invite the Famous Fivo. It vms ha r d l y a jolly 
Christmas 9 sinco an escap0d convict w2,s lurking in the ne ighbourhood 9 but there 
was plenty of' thrills and exci temont by way of compensat i on - i n all, a series 
which was not outstnnding but we ll up to stand~rd. 

Cone l usi on -----
il'b.at happened to the Magne t after 1934 is one of those mysteries which 

will probably never be solved . Good stories were to come, and p l enty of them 9 

but it is undeniable that the sustained level of 1930-34 was never regained in 
lat er years. It is difficult to point to any precise reason fo r the deteriora
ti on except to say that the stories of tho final period wore often pervaded by a 
sense of mechanism or contrivance: there was A- feeling of repetition, a lack of 
spontaneity 9 a susp ic ion th a t wo had been there beforo 9 so to specie. Somehow or 
other tho tinsel had f ~ . .ll en off t he Chl'istmas tree 1?.nd tho brn.,,--ichos looked bare. 

It i s only by examining the tal cs bofore 19 30 and after 1934 th a t we cun 
.2:.~~! ~~ ~ -a ju~timate of value of th e stor i es of tho Golden A~~ - ~;y- _ i!i.,.SE_ 
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can we see how near to perfection tho ]fagnet ce..in0 for so long, with what sheer 
delight Charles Hamilton nroto tho storios 9 and how fresh, charming, and ingeni
ous tho incidents still appear when read all this time afterwards. 

The practically undivided attention which was pnid to Greyfrfr .. rs between 
1930 and 1934 yielded other dividends, not tho lcn,st of which was consistency. 
Each series was complete in itself but incidents from previous series v,ere re
called from time to timo in order to provide a most pleasing air of continuity. 
The oxploi ts of Vernon-Smith 9 for instance, from the summer of 19 33 to tho swnmor 
of 1934 form a logic ::i.l a.ml ord i~rod sequence of ovonts oven though they span 
sever a l diff0rent series. Continuity of this kind would have been impossible t-en 
yon.rs :prevlously when the substitute writers were playing h avoc with all logic 
and consistency. 

It is sometimos claimed by various collectors tho..t, whilst they enjoy 
stories by Cha~lcs Hanilton~ they r ank substitute s~orics among their firm 
favouri tos. It is difficult to see how a story deliberately written in another 
author 1 s style o.nd in nlmost overy sonse n,n imitn.tion can actually bo considered 
superior to the real thing, o.nd there can be no doubt tho.ti if the story had bGcn 
published elsewhere with the chnracters and background differently namod. and tho. 
illustr ations by an artist unconnectGd with the compc'l.nion :papers, such a story 
would not b0 given a moment ts thought today~ Had Pentelow•s very gallant gentle
man belonged to one of his O\'m schools 9 who would think the tale worthy of mention 
now? The very fact that the imitations are remembered today is actually an in
direct tribute to Charles Hemilton, since it is the reflected splendour of his 
schools and his characters which have given the substitute stories what little 
attraction they do possGss. A story written by Charles Hamilton in the early 
'twenties and a substitute story are as unlike as chalk and cheese: it would be 
us well to remem·ber tho.t the same difference is apparent between his stories of 
the erirly 'twenties and those of the ne:z:t decade. 

It is the stories of the ec.rly 'thirties which give Greyfriars its 
suporiority over St. Jim's, not because Charles Hamilton vrroto more stories (and 
bott .er ones) for the ll.iagnot than he did for tho Gem, but because Greyfriars 
reached its maturity later, when his powers of writing were at their height and 
nhen a continuous sequence of stories had succeeded in creating a set of charac
t .ers who not only lived but evolved and developed from week to week. Stories 
about St. Jim's were usually kept. in vratertight compartments, whereas the Grey
friars tales represent cd a living saga. lJlb.oreve:r we commence reading in a Nagnet 
volume of the 1 ·~hirties we feel we ought to have begun earlier, and ,,henever tho 
series comes to a.."1 end we know· that the events therein will not be entirely with
out sig:'lificance for the future. Such is the vi ta.l force of tho He.gnet stories 
at th e ir best. 

~he most perfect part of tho Golden Age vms tho beginnin 1:s9 comprising the 
yoars 1930 and 1931. Theso two yea.rs were Rbsolutely unsurpassed in nny other 
boys' papor 7 and indic ate the immense superiority which Charles Hamilton possess
ed over 2-ll other e.u·thors on the staff of the l~malgemated Press. In earlier 
yee.rs ho had created nt lo a.st two schools which were fast becoming a legend, and 
had endo wed them viii th trudi tion, chnracter 7 and mystique. Now~ at the b0ginning 
of the 'thirties, he r:1is0d his most famous crec.tion, Groyfriars, to even gro at o:r 
stnture by the fullest exercise of his incompar~ble litor a ry gifts. It was a s 
though ho were seeing the world anew, smiling at; its follies c..nd oncour ngin g it 
to even gre~tor achievomonts. ----~-.... -_ _...........,__ .. ___ .... _ ..... ____________ ... __ _ 
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We are t old that Cha :cles Hamilton has often been asked whether he would 

not have pr efGrred to have wr itt e:.:i so meth in g betto r th an schoo l stories 9 an 
enq_ui ry whic h has alvmys el icit ed t ho emphatic :rep ly t hat thGrc was no thing 
b etto r to b e writt en. Those of us who exrunine th e lfagnet volum es of the ear l y 
•thirti es can only fool t hankful t hat he did . no t c;ttGmpt to devote his talents 
to somo other purpos8 . Perfection mo.kos onl y c r 11re and fleeting appearance i n 
any form of a rt. The Magnet h ad 9 pc rh a:ps 9 more th an its f a.ir sharo in its 
fabulous Gol ~en Ago. 

*******.,~****1'·***-l<·*********·X-·******-l<·**·X·*",H··)Hl·****·X-**~}*********·*********·X·*·*********** 

r/1\.}lT·ED; Single co pi es or Bound Volum es of the following numbers: 11Champion 11 

from No. 1 30 to iro. 340 1 11Trium :ph11 from Noo 1 to No. 190; "Pluck" from No. 78 to 
No. 97 (Last S0ries); 11Rocket 11 from lfo .. 78 to No. 87; 11Triumph .Annual" 1938. 
Please wr i to stating price want ed to; :-

R • .J. McCi\.Rl1HY 9 wEll'LA:NDS 9 AUG1\THELL.A9 Q,UEENSL!JTD9 AUsrRl.LIA. 
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WL.NTEDg liagnets, Gems 9 all years but pr e 1935 preferably; Holiday Annuals; 
S.O.Ls. (Grcyf'riars storiGs). Any conditi on consid er ed but price must be 
r ousonab l c . 

11. GORDON 9 113 NE';riNG.rON GnEEN ROAD, LONDON 9 N .1. ____ .., ___ ... ___ ,,.,..,,,,__,,,,_ _._,,,. ____________ ,._ .... ____________ ,..,_ 

~U~lTEDg Sexton Bl ake Libs. 1st and 2nd Series. Any numbers. Reasonable prices 
p a i d . Also ·union Jacks 1917 to 1933 9 Boys 1 Friend Lib s. 1st Series No. 6699 
2nd Series No. 79. 

JOSIE P.t.CKl\1JJ,J 9" 27 .ARCHD:i.LE no_\.D, E:1.sr DUL·:ncH, LONDON 9 S.E. 22. 
________ ,;l,_ .. _ ,.., .....,,,.._,,.,, ___ .,...,,,, __ _ ,,,, , ,_,_,, .. __ • .., __ N, ___ _ 

WANTED: s.o .Ls. 9, 1 6,. 40, 589 157' 264. 

rr. :r. POrtrEil. 9 OLD FIELDS 9 COR.l'JGREJl.VES HOAD9 CRltDLEY HE,tTH9 s-r:_FFS • 

.__,,...,to~---... -- .. --.... -- ,..,------- - -- --...... ----·""---,----- ·,. .. 
FOTI SALE: Hundreds of pre-war Boys' Papers, inol uding J flodern Boys, Boys' 
~agazines , Buz zers , Chrunpions 9 Triumphs, Pioneers 9 Skipp ers, Union .Jacks 1 Boys 
Frie n d Lib r aries 9 Tiet ec tive ~e ek l ies 9 Startlers, Boys ' Cin emas , Sexton Blake 
Librari e s (Thj_rd Series); and many others of that vintago . Please wri t ·o sta tin g 
nurnbers g 

---.-.·----... ,-....---- ·---------- - --------- -
WJ;.NTE:q_: Bound. volumes of fai.gnet 1-1 9 454; Bound "Gems" 1-1 9 543; Loose "Gems" 
1507-1542 9 1 579 -15 80 and 15 84; S~O. Ls. 230 1 391~ "Popul ars " 9 11Boy 1 s Fri end " 
wooklyi Rol i d 0y Annua l s 1919 9 19 20 9 192 1, 19 22 9 1924 , 19 26 9 1927, 19 29 . 
Fon S.t.LE/S HO::.'i Co::rpl et e run 1 9 554-1,68 .3 Magne t s . 

S. B. WHITEHEii.D, 12 \'/ELLS IlOAD9 lPAICENl:Jl;.l!.19 NOE.FOLK. 
____ .... ___ ..., ·----- ... ----- ... ----~-- . ,- .. ..... --- - ... - - ... "11(- ... - ... - -- - ... ..., .. _,... ___ ,,, . __ .... ___ ... , ... _ .. ___ ._ ..... _ 

lh'U!T'ED: S.O.Ls. 9 9 16 9 409 58 9 15 7 , 264. 
T. r1.:.__E_OITl:E.!lL__OLD FI ELDS2 CORNG~ -~..E_2_:'I.D,2_ C~D LE)!_~I.TH 1_ ~_1tl!§..!..-- -··-·-- .. -
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W.ANEED ___ ,.._ 
JVI.AGNETS: 1-13 9 159 16 9 21, 2'{-29 9 31- 489 50-60 9 62-74 9 76 9 789 79 9 83 s 84,86 9 88-96, 98, 100-
106, 110-113, 119 s 120 9122 9123, 125-127, 131-l.36, 141-143, 145-156, 158-190,1939197-199, 
201,203' 205-222 9 226-2309 234,238' 239 9 2,11, 242 9 246-252, 254-261 ~263, 265-277 9 280,281, 
283,284,286-288,293,298,~)l,771j773,774,799, 829,862-865, 867,868, 869,873,87 4,876, 
877 9 879 9 882' 884 9 89 3 9 896,897,9 00. 

771,773,774 and 799 are sneci~lly wanted to complete runs for binding. 

l\lIODERN BOY: 2-4,-1109 115, ll8 7 119 ,,lt1r5, 14-7-150 9 152- 2009 202- 237 ,239 ,244, 337,412, 415, 
416. 

THRILLERSg 211-2169 218-2209223-2939 295-299~301~304-307,309-323,325-330,332-337, 
344,.346,350,355-358,360,361,363,376,377~382,412,44.3,449,454-457,459- 462,470, 472, 
473 9 476,478. 

BOYS1 FRIEND: 839-858,860-865,867,870-872 9 874,877 9 884-886,892-89 49 896,900,903 9 

907 9 909 ,9ll i914,915 '918,919 ,9219923,925,929 ,9 30,931,936 ~9409 944,9 46-948,950-9 59' 
9619963-9711974,986,992,996,1048,1050,1066-l070,1072,1100-120 4,1206,1209,1210-
1212,1214,1215-12259l2281l229,1256-1298. 

GEES, Halfpenny Series: l-14 7 167 23J299 37 .. 
Ordinary; 279,359 d64, 433 9 680,732 r 7 50, 7549 756,769,772,787,789 9 804,8059 807 9 808, 
812 ... 818, 821,827 1 831J838,842 9 844i847 ,909 ~919, 9239 9249 927 ,9 31,936,951,952 ,954r 
970-974,976,980,1029,1030,1035,1162. 

UJIION JACKS; 191,193,207 9 313-350s354, 355 9 362, 366-369 9 371, 372 ,.37 49 37 5d77- 483, 
.4a5,486, 488,489,491- 498,500-524,526,527,529-536,538-540,542-5 49,551s552,555,556, 
558-560,564,565,567,569-572,574,576,577,579,582-586,588i589,591,592,594-597,599i 
600,604-607,608,612-614,616-620,622,623,625,627,628,632,634,637~638, 643, 645,646, 
648,652,654,655,657,659,662-667,670-6759677_682,684,686-691,693-698,7 00?703,704, 
707 9 712' 714, 717 9 719--721, 726' 727 '729 '730' 7 32-736' 741,742' 7 44,750' 755,757 ll 7 59 9 760, 
763,765,768, 171, 77 4 9 777 9 78o9 7819 784,786, 788-79 31 795-801, 805,806,809,810 ,811-813,, 
818,821,824,8291831,832,834,835,837,842- 845,848-853,855,859,861f8 62,8 69, 874,877, 
879-881,883-885,890,895-897,902-911,917-919,921-923,9299931-935, 939,940,943,9 49, 
9 53 9 9 59--961, 964-9 66 9 969 ,971-97 5 ,978-990 ,992-994 1996-998, 1002 7 10059 1007 9 1008, 10109 

1012--1017; 1019 7 1020, 1024-1030, 1032, 1033 ,1035-1037, 1039 ,1040,,1044,104.6-1 053,1055, 
1060,1065,1067.1070, 107571076,1080,1082,1084,1089,1105,1211-1213,121 8,1219,1221, 
1223,1232-1235. 

POPULAR for years 1928, 1929 and 1930. 

BOYsr HERALD for years 19079 1908j 1909. 

Dr. ROBERT WILSON 100,Broomfield Road, 
GLASG0\19 N.l. 

,, .• ,.,_,_,~~ ,-~ '"'""'_...'."'l°""'_....,.,_._ ,_ 1(,,- 1,,..Ml"'-''"'*- ~-'l'l""-- - ·- -- ......... •- •••·•------ ---- - -·--- - -. 
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Ifo. 1 

No. 12 

lfo . 1 

lfo. 121 

No0 1 
2 
6 

14 

No. 136 
141 
159 

1ii/ri t-:ten by FrmJJ:;: Vernon Lay from material in his collection 
and information supplied by ]erek Adley, Breeze Bentley, Bill 

Loft s and Len p.:i,ck:mM. 

* * * * * 

Volume 1 March 9th, 1912 9 Col. Blueish Green 
Boys Friend Size 

to 
Volume 1 May 25th 9 1912. 

Volume 2 Juno lst 9 1912 9 Greenish colour 
Magnet size 

to 
September 19th, 1914. 

Title changod to The Dreadnought & ~ar Pictori a l 

Volume 1 September 26th, 1914 9 Blue & l;{hite 
11 1 Oc·tober 3rd 9 1914, Green Cover 

Title changed to ThG Dr•3i>..dnought & Bo][!? War Ueokly 
December 26th, 1914. 

~itl~chan~ back to Dreadn9ught 

Volume 6 January 2nd 9 1915 9 Green cover 
February 6th, 1915, ·11nite cov er 
June 12th 9 1915 1 - amalgamated with Boys Friend 

Sexton Blake Serials in the Dreadnought 

The Man from Scotland Yard 
The 1:Ian of lllany Disguises 
The Man Who Vanished 

The Heir From Nowhere 
The 11ar;. of Myst ery 
The ]1ystery of t he Scarlet Thread 
The Secret Plotter 7 The Men Hho Changed Pl aces 

T·he Great Conspi r acy The Merch ants Secret 

THE STORY 

The Dreadnought like tho Penny Popular is one of the most inter est ing of 
tho 11.malgc.mated Pross publications. ][uch of its contents were reprinted from 
va rious other pa:po:rs n.nd provide a varied cross-sect .ion of tho popular stories ----... --·-~-- ·--- , .. ---·-·- - -------- - -- - ----- .... - .------_. ____ , 
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of the d.ay. r-t first appeared on Tifarch 9th~ 1912 9 and carried on until 1'Tumbe:r 
159

9 
J'une 12th

9 
1915

9 
w:!:i.en it vms amalgamated with the Boys Friend. Ovfing to the 

frequent changes of title 9 colour and , numbering it is a difficult paper to 
c©lJ.atc without having the whole run and therefore a start/stop list is appended 
vrhicb: should be useful in ple,cing any particular issue in its correct place. 

Sexton Blake serials were a common feature a..YJ.d stories f eaturing him and 
George i\Iarsden Plummer wore well to the fore. R. W. Comrade (E. s. Brooke) had 
tw0 ~orials "Scorned by the School 11 and 11Tho Cad of the School". Other wel l 
known auth ors to appear were Allan Blo,ir 9 Lowis Carlton 9 .Andrew Gray, D,wid 
Goodwin (.rohn TrGgellis) 9 Sidney D1•ew and A.S. Hardy •. 

Charles Hamilton wns uoll re:prosonted wi-th 9 firstly 9 stories of Cliveden 
roprint.ed from th e Boys Ilorc.ld 0 These wore 9 in tho main of tho short humorous 
type. Secondly, by stories of St. Ethelberts which wore vory similar and third
ly there appeurod twenty-four stories of Groyfriars School reprinted from the 
onr ly Red Magnets 9 only Nos . 1 9 10, 11, 14 ax1d 27 not being reprinted out of the 
first 29 Magnets . At first these Greyfriars stories were severely a.bridgod 9 butf 
~s they became more und more popular, so their length increased until thoy became 
the most inport.ant and prominent feature of the pa.per,. The ab ridg ement vras quite 
skilfully d0ne and is not easily detected without actual physicP,l comparison 
with the originals. Tho Gre~friars reprints appeared in Nos . 136 to tho final 
No. 159, nnd as they are tho most interesting content will be doo..lt with in 
dotnil. 

The first Greyfriars sto:ry is 11Bob Cherry's Triumph 11
9 a reprint of' Ma.gnat 

No. 2 "Tho Truning of Re.rry 11• It tolls the story of tho errival of Bob Cherry. 
H::1.zeldene, i-.lins Vnselino, poses as Harry 'Jharto n and le c.ds Bob up tho garden 
pD.th. In consoquonco Cherry fights Hho.rton and boo.ts hirn, Y!lrnl't on is very un
happy, hating his life n:t Greyfriars and :Bob Cherry in pnrticuln.r. 

The next is t'Hazeldene• s Treachery' 1 reprinted from tiagne t No. 3 11The 
Mystery of Greyfriars 11 and is t he famous story in which lia.3eldene remov es a 
button from 'aha rton's coat so that ho gets flustered and loses the examination. 
Thanks to Bob Cherry tho plot is discov0red, the examination is rehcld with 
;','hart on v;,i.nning. Hazeldene :rocei ves u. sovrero thrashing from Bob Cherry. 

In No. 138 we find "Facing t he M.usic 11 a reprint of Magnet No. 4 11Chums of 
tho Remove". Ha.zeldone is extremely unpopular because of his conduct over tho 
cxrunination. Thllstrode finds a photograph of Razoldene's sister in a locket 
Hlrncldene wore rouncl his nock 1 n.nd taunts him with it. Hazeldene is so mad ho 
smacks Bulstrode round the face and challenges him to fight. r/harton acts as 
his s econ d. Razeld.ene p1rts up a plucky fight but is no match for the bUJ.•ly 
Bulstrode. Vi'hen Bulstrode still refuses to return the locket and photograph 
Wharton also fights him and is similarly licked. ·rhen Bob Cherry talces up the 
cudgels lmt . Bulstrode, perhaps not unnaturally after tvrn gruel ling fights 9 re
fuses a. third fight and flings the locket and photo&,Taph on the ground. The 
chums were going to have a feed but someone unknown ( ! ) had stolen the g:ru b. 
Hazoldene volunteers to brcnk bounds to get some more and 9 in spite of their dis 
belief, cloes so a.nd the story concludes with the four of them Harry Hhar-ton, Bob 
Cherry, Frank Nugent and Petor Hazoldene t _oge~her with Billy Bunter having a 
good tuck in in Study No. One. 

T'ho next story is "Captured by Gypsi0s 11 a reprint of Magn et No. 5 
111Cidnappod". The chums go to the station to meet Razoldene ts sister Ha rjorie. "'-··-·-·1--lt'- , .. ~..,.,..,,.,,. .... ~--... - ... ______ , ______ , _______ _ . ... ···-· 
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She does not appeal' and they discover she had arrived by an earlier train and 
should hav0 met them on i.:lle road. Thoy rom ombe1' two gypsy Cr-t,rnvans they had 
passed on the road and a peculiar muff led cry tho,t caine from one of them. It 
looks as though Marjorie ha s been kidnapped. They chase tho c a ravans and fight 
tho gypsies Mel chior and Ba:rengo but are beaten off. Thoy fo llo w on however and 
Gventuc,lly find Mn.rjoriG in tears by the wayside wit h bare feet and dressed. in 
rags. Her own clothes end possessions had been ~8ken from her . They l eave 
Marjorie at The Green Man at Ferrydale . On catching up with the gypsies \vharton 
reconnoitres but is caught and bound up . The other three become alarmed when ho 
doesn't return anq a:nn themselves ,vith cudgols and u.ttack t he gypsies, overpower 
them, r0lea,so VJharton and take th e car avans wlth tho two gypsies to the police 
st ation a.t It'errydalo. rJharton has broken detention in or dor to meet Marjorie 
but Quelch is going to let him off because ho thought ho did it i n ord0~ to 
search for Marjorie. Harry confesses that this is not truc 9 he did no·t ~rnow sho 
was miss in g when ho broko bounds. Quelch is very i mpressed by his truthfulness 
e.nd l ots him · off just t he s <'.IllO. 

Next vras 11Tru e Blue 11 from Magnet }To. 6 "Ali ens at Greyfriars 11
• Beechwood 

Academy is unsuccessful and its scholars together with Herr Rosenblaum are 
transferred to Qr eyfriurs. .Among the scholr1.rs is the we ll-kn ovm In..1c.y1 who hes 
figured in e,w li e r Hamil ton stoI'ies of Beechwood Academy and Netherby College. 
Bulstrode insults Inky by calling him a tlnigger' 1 and Inky throws him out of 
Study No •. 1. Bulstro de challenges Inky to a fight, Inky accep ts but r/harton 
deliberately forces one first 9 the loser to vac a te Study No. 1. Previously 
Bu l strode has twice licked Harry and. this time thanks to ass idu ous prac tic e in 
the gym ,dth Nugent, Wharton su cce ods in knocking out the bully. 

This was followed by 11The Remove Form's Riot II a reprint of Magnet No. 7 
11Rivals of the Remove' 1 and deals with tho riv a lry bGtwoon the foreigners from 
Boochwood and the rest of tho Remove. In thi s story we find tho use of 11Jampot 11 

as a nickname for Inky. There is considerable j o.ping and oven f.'.lore fighting 
which culminntoo wi t h .::i, riot in the Ilomove cl:1ssroom whic h o;,ron Quelch is unable 
to quell . Dr . Locke deals out severe punishment a ll round and announces the 
Be echwood fo r e i gners aro to r eturn to their own schoo l with Herr Rosonblaum. 
Their depar tur e i s preceded by a tip-top feast and they o.11 part very good 
friends 9 especially Inky and tho chums. As he l enves, Ink y presents Harry 
Wha rton with a present · as a token of his osteom. It turns out to bo a magnifi
cent dirunond . 

11The Phantom Fugitivo 11 foJ.lows 9 reprinted from Magnet No. 8 "In Hiding". 
It relates how stra.nge sounds a r e h0ard in the ruined wi ng. Grub is missing 
from the studies and for once t h0 culprit is not Billy Bunter. A mysterious 
ghost with a dead - white face frightens Skinner. Tho chums deter.mine to so l ve 
the mystery and after a s tern chase in which the fugitive finishes up by hiding 
u nder ~~ar to n 1 s bod t hey find to their astonishment that Inky is tho ghost! He 
had not returned to his old schoo l, mo:rely a li ghting at tho next station, return
ing afte1 · dark. to the ruined wing. Af t e r r o:pr osentations to Inky' s guardian and: 
to Eerr Ros onblaum 9 Dr. Locke al lows Inky to remain at Gr eyfriars. 

Ink:yts diamond gift is the theme of the next "Heroes All 11 a reprint of 
l\lagnet No. 9 'lfrhe Nab ob I s Diamond ".. Melchior and Barengo the gypsies who kid
napped Ivia.rjor ie Tia..ze J.dene have es c aped from prison and d i scovered the secret 
passage that runs from t he ruined cha pel to a box-room in Greyfriars. Harry is 
caught b y them and they st eal the di amond from him. Rarry escapes and with the -.. --·----~.,-·, .. - , ... - ·--··-__.....~,---N ... -·•-~--~ ... ..,_ .. __ , _________________ _ 
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help of his chums recover~ the di amond. Nadcsh~ 9 the old gypsy woman companion 
of tho thieve s , has b eer.. befri ended by the chums ancl having been bo o.to n by 
Melchior bec ause sho refu se s to be a party to t he ir thieving sh e inf orms aga inst 
them and Harry & Co .. p,1ss on th e inform ation to tho Hoc..d. Ho a llovrs lladcsho. to 
remain at Greyfriars. The chums lay an ambush for Molchi or who walks ri ght into 
the trap and i s promptly re~urnod to police custody. 

" Savin g His Chum" a reprint of l:lagnet No. 12 11Rarry' s Sacrifice" is a fine 
s,:mti mental story - a tYI)iC a l early Hamilton story of the best t ype. Hazeldene 
gets into the gr i ps of Ikey Isaacs, a moneylonder from whom he has borro wed i n 
ord er t o buy a br a colot for Marjorie. A h a lf-sovereign is stol en fro m Inky and 
Hazoldne admits taking it. Harry finds out why he wanted the money and trios to 
square I koy with 30/- Colon e l Whart on has sent him for a now cric ke t outfit. 
Ikey insists on full payment so Harry pawns his watch as wel l to pay hira off . 
Razeldeno promis e s ho will go s tr ~igh t in future. 

The continu a ti on 11Fr i ends At Last II a r eprint of liagne t No. 13 "A Jolly 
Half-Holiday 11 is equally goo d, and i s an i mportant one in th e saga of Harry 
'\To.arlon 9 as it doa.ls wi t ·h his reconciliation with Colonel r/ha rto:n. Bunte r re
coi vos ~n express l otter on which he h a s to pay 1/6d. He obtains .tho 1/6 by 
solling a silver penknife, op e ns the lett er to discover a P.O. for 1/-. Hazo l
dcme finds out how \"/harton had squared the debt to Ikoy. Colone l \'Jhart on visit s 
the schoo l and Harry tolls him what ho has dono but not th e re as on and tho 
Colonel is very distressed. Hazoldene confesses to Colonel tlha rton. Th e Colonel 
arranges an afternoo n I s holiday for them and t a.lees them out in a brake for a 
picnic. 1.ihil st they a re sky -l ark in g with Bunter 9 Harry is a ccident a ll y pushed 
in Hayward 's Pool 9 which is named a fter Hayward Minor who was drowned there when 
the Colonel was a t Greyfriars 0 Harry is stunne d and i s drowning. The Colonel 
dives in af ter him and saves him with the aid of the chums, and a ll's well. 

'i/e now come to t hree stories dealing wit h Remove Dramatics - 11Foiling th e 
Fourth 11

, 
11Th e Rival Performers" and ' 1The Greyfriars Revellers 11 reprinted from 

Ma.gnet.s 15 9 16 and 17, "Wharton's Operatic Company 1
\ 

11St ag 0 Struck - u Dross 
Rohea rs a l 11 and 11A J olly Outing 11 :re s poctively. . In t ho first Temple & Co. att .cmpt 
to up se t tho apple -c a rt but are not successful. Thon they rehe arse a play to be 
:porform0d on th eir v a ca tion at t:lharton Lod go.. They ha.vo many difficulties with 
the part of tho villain ncolonol Kauffrr,an 11 and final l y at ·1/ha rton Lodge afte r 
much fun co mpTomise with a perfor..nance of Pot er Pan. The stories aro vary sl i ght 
and onl y re markable fo r the way Bob Cherry loses hi s he art -to Karjor ic Razo l done. 

No. 149 is "Bunt01· tho Chof 11 a reprint of Tfagnot lifo. 18 "Roughing It", and 
i s notable for th o arrival of Ern est Lev iso n . He docs not make a v ery good 
impre ssion. The chums a:ro alone in tho s cho ol due to a br eakdow n on t he lino. 
Bunt e r ne ts as cook and Inlcy adds li quorice powder with the custa:r d 9 c a.us in g 
t horn a ll severe stom a ch- a che. Gosling gets drunk and has his fa.co blacked with 
soot and Quelch mistakes him for a. negro who 9 he thinks, has mur de r ed Gosling . 

11The Winning Sid e 11 a reprint of Magne t No. 19 "The Greyfr i ars Cha llenge" 
heralds the ope ning of the cricket season . Meunie r's cousin Ren ri Lerouge is 
visitin g England with some French schoolboys and tbey ch a ll enge t he Remove at 
cricket. The French boys idea of cricket c;liffors considerably from that of Gr ey
f ri a rs and with th e add ed complication of the Gerrna..~ boy Hoffman the fun waxes 
fast . and fu rious. 

11J3unterts Hus.h Money 11 a reprint of Magnet No. 20' "Billy's Treat 11 i s a 
_,.,,__,, ___ ,_ -~--- , .......... ..,-., ._.,. ___ , ... _..___.. __ ~.-....---·---- ,----- ------ - ---..... ,- -
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continuntion of tho previous story" Tho F:ronch boys now challenge the Remove at 
gymnastics. Bulstrode p l 2.ys a meOJ.1 trick on Horr Rosenblaum and f.'hc.rton is sus
pected. Bunter knows Bulstrode i s Fesponsiblo ,md oxtorts money from him but 
cannot keep quiet ·about it thus giving t he gmne away., 

The next story 11The Stolen Schoolboy" a reprint of Magnet No. 21 '1The 
Fn.mous Four 11 is very go.od ind eed . Levison is captured by gypsies, friends os 
Helchiors. The Famous Four breek bounds nnd :rescue hiPl. 

In '1Ra ising the Win d 11 a repr i nt of Magnet No. 22 11Fun by the Sea 11 \.lharton 
rec e i vos a 11tenne:r' 1 from his uncl e, Colonel vVharton so that he and his friends 
can celebr ate Founder's Dayi which is a school holiday. They decide to spend 
the day a.t the seasido and together with Bunter,. Hazeldene, Hoffman and Meunier 
th ey set out for ·vrinkl oge,t e-on-Sea . After lunch Harry discovers he has lost his 
pocket-book containing the rem ains of the 11tenner 11 and their return tickets. Re 
has to 1eave his watch, a present from Col onel ;·tnarton, as socurity for far os 
tho party owes for a brake. Levison who was P.l so · at Winklo ga te 9 and had been 
invited by Harry to sh are tho bra.kc. 9 will only contribute one shilling which hG 
calcula.t .os is his share and r:h a rtonj losing his tempor 9 ·throws it in his face. 
They decide to go busking to raise tho wind a.nd pavm :Bob Cher ry's watch and with 
the proceeds have a good tea and hir o some minstrel clothest leaving Inky's 
watch this time as security. Vfuilst they aro singing Bob Cherry spots a pick
pockot in act ion and collars him. He turns out to be the man who had picked 
Ha1·ry t s pocket earlier in the day and the l ost wa ll et is recovered, now alas 
on l y containing one sovere i gn but luckily st ill with the railway r eturn tick ets 
intact. In the mGantime Levison has also had his pocket picked and lost his 
roturn ticket 11nd once more iJharlon ta..l<es pity on him and pays his fare. 

Nos. 154 9 155 and 156 9 
110pen Rebellion", 11Th e Faddist Forrn-Masteru, and 

11
The Schoolboy Strikers' 1

, r ep rints of Tuiagnets 23
9 

24 and 25
9 

11The Greyfriars 
Riot", 11:B1our on the Warpath 11 and 11The Triumph of the Remove' 1 ai·e a series deal
ing with Mr. Chesham who takes i=r. Quelch' s place when the latter is indisposed. 
He ha s very qu eer ide as on food, education and sports and the Remove is very 
seve r ely tried. At first the juniors pull his leg bu t the tables are very soon 
turn ed. and thGy find l i fe under him well nigh impossible and when he orders them 
to wea r sandals opon rebellion is their only way out. The retu:rn of Mr. Quelch 
is just in time to prevent any r ea l un p le a santness. Unfor·l;unatoly mr. Quelch 
is unable to continue and 11r. Chesh am again has control of tho Remove and soon 
has th o Remove skipp i ng in the Clos e 7 wearing night-caps, places the tuck-shop 
out of bounds, and issu es t hem al l with tabloids 0 Goad ed beyond endurance the 
Remove go on strike, s~art ing with pass ive resist an ce at the br eakfast table, no 
one eat.ing anything. Temple & Co. come to their rel i ef a.nd purchase food for 
th em and leave it in the box-room. ru:r. Chesham finds them lock ed in the box-room 
and orders thorn out. They refuse to opon up but Lev i son and Bulstrode a r e funky 
and want to give in. Levi son. who is being held' b ack by l'Jharlon, struggles free 
and opens the door and whil st doing so is struck a forcible blow by Harry. This 
causes hi m to fall ri&·ht on Mr . Chesham. Whilst Mr. Chesham is dealing with 
Levison in his study the r est of th e Remove escape. The next ni ght the chums 
brea k bounds to :E'riardale and load up with tuck from Dame l'iuff ins. On the · way 
back, trying to elude Mr. Chosham 9 who is on the watch they are caught by Dr. 
Lock e , oroc:rning his go.rden 1 and, for the first time Dr. Locke is fully i nformed 
of the Foro-mastor' s fads of which , needless ·l;o say 9 he tclces a very poor vioi;;-. 
1hr. Chesharn promptly leawos G:reyfriars, Dr. Locke taking his p l ace pending the 
Toturn of Mr. Quelch. -- ----·---- ... - .... ----· ·--,.---- ... - - ··-- ... ·---- .. -,_-··--- .... ,~,-- ... .-...~- ····-- · ....... 
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Billy Bunt Gr is well to the f'oro in 11Billy Bunter's Poril'1 a. reprint of 

Magnet No. 26 9 
11Tho G:reyfriH.rs Slco1w:alkor 11

• J::'ood disappears during the night 
o.nd stro.ngo noises aro hoardo It turns out to be Billy Bunter 9 wa lking i n his 
sl0ep, and the story concludes with Bunter still asleep cli mbin g the ivy-clad 
clock-to wer. A..T.'riving at tho top ho sits on the pa rapet, log,3 dangling over the 
sid0 and a sheer drop of fifty foot below him. Harry 1n1e.rton cli mbs after hi m 
a.ml lassoos Bunter just in timo to 1,ro,ront him fallin g . Bunter e.wakes but with
out his gl n.sses cloesn't realise his do.ng er and is o.:ppalled when he do0s. Nug ent 
climbs up also and vdth the aid cf a ladder Bunter is saf e ly rescued. 

11A Test of Chl.valry 11 is th e title of Jfo. J.58, c. reprint of Magnet No. 28 
11The Remove Lia.ster•s Substitute 11o Jiiiss Locke 1 tho Hoe,d's sist e r takes the pl a co 
of Mr. Chcshrun as Mr. Quelch is still not. really fit enough to resum e his workp 
Tho Remove come in for a great deal of chipping from the other forms cind as Miss 
Locke is really a good sort 9 quite able to handle the boys, the chums do not 
know what to do. Bulstrode and Levison aro a.11 out to got rid of her but the 
chums sid .o with hei· and '\'Jhart0n has several fights in consequence and is fin a lly 
report.ed to Dr. Locke. H.orr Rosenblaum, nowever 9 has ovorheard the reason for 
the fight n.nd intervenes and Harry is let off. 

The final issue of No. 159 11Ho.rry Wharton's Rosolvo 11, a reprint of llia gn 0t 
No. 29 "The .Groyfria:rs Capto.in" 9 Levison plays several conjuring tricks, so me of 
th em in doubtful taste and Bulstrode suggests to him th a t ho plants something on 
Wha rton so that ho should appeer a thi ef and be expelled. Bunt:er overhe ars. 
Bunt e r tells tho Famous Four but does not tell them Levis on refuses to do it, 
end. there is b a d blood until Bunt .er does tell them. Wharton apologises to 
Levison but is rebuffed. The story closes with Wharton res olvi ng to tn.lco 
Levison in h and. Ho reme mbers his own cmrly days at Groyfri a rs and how Nue en t 
p er s everec l with him and he determines to do the same for Levison. 

And so the Magnet Reprints come t0 a close and to l earn what happened to 
IIarry Wharton's Resolve we must chase those elusive Red Magn Gts - no w worth 
t he ir weight 9 almost 9 in gold. 

The Uagnet reprints are all illustrated by c. H. Chapman and capture very 
well th e sp,iri t of th e stories and ar e a great improvement on the original 
illustrations. 

The D:ceadnought is worthy of a high :place in the hier a rchy of Old Boys 
Books but owing to its scarcity it is difficult to build up complete sets and 
very few arc known to bG in exi s tence. 

**-K·-l<·****-**·**·**'K·-~·*-l<·**·*****************·**-l<·**************·)<*·****.;(·*·X--l<·*****-K·*******¥-·*·i(-

WANPED: "Chatterbox" annuals for yea:rs 1919, 1920 9 1921 9 1922, also copies of 
11Rainb ov,11 comic. Your price paid if at all reasonableo 

W. WESI'Wi.TER9 4 BUCKLEY sr REET 9 GLASGOTi, Jl . 2. 
· -- -- .... ... _ ..., ___ ..... _ ,_ ,_ ,,. , ..., __ _ ........ __ ,., . _ ____ _ __ .,. ..., __ "t,fo __ .... ____ .~ - -- - ----

Lny 'Old J3lo ods' 1 complete in orig. editions pre.1870. Esp. Lloyd publications. 
Als o Lloyd periodicals. Good priocs pa.id. 

TI •• "... BIUI..IMELL, THE GARDEN HOUSE, 'SAXONBURY' 9 ST. MARY'S ROltD, LO:HG DI'l1T ON, 
SURREY. 
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by 
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HiTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMMI 
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UALDO LIVES AGAIN .............................................................................. ....................................................... by Eric Copeman 
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A CHRIS'.I1T\!i.AS F.A .. 1-ff'ASY. ...................................................................................................................................... by Bette Pate 

* * * * * * * 
It is with gr eat pl eas ur e that th e Sexton Bl ake Circle present this, 

their six.th " annual feature". 

And now a word about th e contents. 

It will be observed that there arc l ass contributors this year (although 
the numbe r of pages ac tu a lly s li ghtly ex ceeds that of last year ,~1ich, in itself, 
was the l a rgos~ ~uota we h~d boon accorded), and the reason for this lies in the 
decision of the 11Circl e 11 commi ttec to coni'in o this cdi tion pr imaril y to articles 
- ~lth ough not entirely. 

Hav i ng ar riv ed at thi s decision th o compilation of the foaturo boce.mo 
largely a ques tion of contributors. At this point I am p le ased to toll you that 
tho "Circl e" has wolc omod sevorn.l ne-w members since this time lnst yeu.r, one of 
whom is n.n .S"';Optionnll:y keen Blake enthusiast . And thus it was 9 i n order to 
give this 11n ewcomer 11 a v:clcom e to the pages of our featu r e (her work has already 
appeared. in "Bl aki ana.") 9 that severa l of tho usu a l contributors o:x:pressod a wish 
to 11sitand down" this year (includ i ng Josie Packman, who has a full-time job with 
11Bl cls.imla" eve ry month). 

l~~d so 9 ue have ar riv ed at the above Teblo of Contents. 

Th e fnro is v t..-.,riod to su it a.11 t astes ~ ••• Statistics - nostalgic memories 
- f antasy - •• • a ll these ingredients c~re served 11p for your en t ortuinmont. 

As I typo these words my eyes keep glanc i ng at my wife's Sexton Blake 
bust 9 and tho more I l ook at it the more I think of the hundreds of happy hours 
in t ho pa st t hat have boen spent in following tho many and varied o.dventu r os of' 
tho beloved ere ction of fict i on to whom thi s feature is devoted. 

!ind now it only remains for mo to express t ho Sexton Blake Circle's 

··-·--·-~-------·~·~-·--·------
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annual wish to all our renders 11A Very Herry Christmc..s nnd a Most H.:ippy New Year. 

LE.N PACIGJJl.ili., Chairman, 
Tho Sexton Blake Circle, 
En.st Du.lwich 9 London, S. E. 22. 

* * * * * * * 
~i1ALDO LIVES AG.ii.IN 

By Eo Vo Copeman 

*** 
(norE: This article was written before Eric Copeman saw Jack Wood's article in 
tho Co Do .iL.tmual for 1956 and. is presented with Eric I s apologies for trespassing 
on Jack's pastures. - L.P.) 

It is many years now since Sexton Blake last crossed swords with that 
fascinating 11friendly-enemy 11 

9 Rupe1•t i1aldo , otherwise knovm alternately as Wonder 
Lian and Peril Expert. 

Yet how many :readers of the Blake Saga TeaJ.ise that this :reckless devil
may-cero adven turer still lives today, albeit in new guise? 

H hc.s boen said before in tho pages of this magazine that Borkeloy Gray's 
popular charactor 9 Norman Conquest (now appearing regularly in mystery novels 
published by Collins) 9 is the present count .erpart of Edwy Searles Brooks' Waldo. 
How true this is I intend doing my best to point out in this article. 

Before doing so~ however, let me make one important fact quite clear. I 
am a staunch admirer not only of Sexton Llake but of Edwy Searles Brooks, and 
that admiration has existed for many years, whether he has written of Blake and 
Tinker, Leo and Nipper, Normc.n Conquest and Joy, or Inspector Cromv:ell and Johnny 
Lister. The closely-gunrded 1secr0t 11 being a secret no longer to those who have 
read the l!CoD. 11 for some length of ti me, it can be :plainly stated that Mr. Brooks 
writes those days under the pseudonyms of BorkG lcy Gray and Victor Gunn. And 
his v1ri ting, like good wino 9 has improved id th tho years! 

Now, back to Yfaldo .. 

To the b0st of my knov,lodge tho l as·t; :Slclc e versus Ualdo story was in SoB.L. 
744 in 1941 (tho last issue of the Second Series). It was, incident ally, a. re
print of 1st Series No~ 3740 A later Blake yarn by Brooks a ppear ed in No~ 6 
Thi rd Series, but did not foatu.ro ·,/aldo, and, c.s far as I know, no further adven 
tures of the conflict betweon tho pair wore recorded. 

Yet 'fialdo is not dead. Far from it. In fact, one might almost be tempted 
to believe in the possibility of reinc arnation! 

And here is the ama zing evidence of this:-

S, B.L. 559, Second Series (1937) was a Waldo story called THE MTDlHG}Il.1 
LORRY CRIME r::1d a rattling fine yarn. I wonder, th.ough, just how many old-timers 
recognised it as it came from the pen of Berkeley Gray through Collins in 1943 
under th~ new title of BLONDE FOR Di'.NGER! (Frankly, much as I admired the 
original effort, when for the first time tho mantle. of 'i.aldo f'ell upon 1fon::1an _ 
Conq_uest· .tho roault was a decided improvement. Sacrilege? WellJ why not be .~.,...,. __ .,..._._ .... .....,__,..,,M...,.. _____ ••-

•-·- ·--··~--,,-,. .- ..... v_, ___ ._~ ,.....,,_..., .. ..,..,_ .... _~--
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honest?) 

Then th ere wore two old stories in the Union Jack, lfos . 1131 and 1132 
which appeared as long ago as 1925 9 called 1rBE PAU?ER Of;' PE;'.W.A.F.rH CASTLE and THE 
CURSE OF PEN'GAffilli CA&'.t:LE. Both once ag&in feo;turod Waldo . Yet strange to say, . 
Nonnan Conquost had almost identical adventures in 1944 in an oxcollont book 
ca lJ.od C.AV.i\LIEil CONQUES'.r 9 th ough tho castle wasn 't ?cngarth but Glaiswold! 

And there wus that grand Wo.ldo t11lo in one of tho later U.J' s (No .. 1528 
in 19 33), THE HOUSE OF LIGHr. In th n.t yn.rn Waldo began by having fun and get.mes 
as a s a lesman at Bolfrage 's Store in tho watch and clock department. Funny 
thing but, in Berke l ey Gray• s J 94 5 novol, ALIAS JJOla.;J\N CONQUEST, Jform0,n soomod 
to have surprisingly identical experiences in the watch ai1d clock dopartment of 
Dacey 1 s Siore! '.lith :precisely the same results as wel l. 

Now who of the old Waldo enthusiasts can forget -~hat fine yarn, mrcE A 
CROOK-~ which appeared in U.J. 1499 in 1932 after Brooks' triumphal submission 
a-t; t he close of the frunous Proud Tram Series? Yet , fifteen years later, in 1947, 
-there was good old Nor man Conquest in Waldo~s shoes doing exactly the same 
things in KILLER CONQUEST! And, havin g compl eted thoso adventures, following on 
in the socond half of the novol with almost an exact duplication of events told 
origi~a ll y in U.J. 1118 (1925), THE AFFAIR OF TEE ROMAN RELICS. 

In Detectj.ve Weekly Ifo. 48 (1934) there was a Wald o yarn called FROl'1 
INFOPJlil..TION RECEIVED. A revised version of this 9 with Conquest once more playing 
Walclo' s role 9 v:ras in the first half of Berkeley Gray's THE CONQUEST TOUCH, in 
1948. Tho second half of this novel followed the sequence of tho Waldo yarn, 
VILLAGE VElWEANCE, which appea red in u . .r. 1530 in 1933 (V!hich was incidont0,lly 
the second-last u. J. over pnhlished). 

Th en in those .,.bad days " when Blako was sont from tho p0,gos of Detective 
Weokly (in disgr a co?) thoro w:.s a Waldo non-Blake story callod THE MYSTERY OF 
TH:C I:!L.'1.}l" Ilf 1IAIL (D.W. 145, dated 1935)., Horman Conquest covered the same ground 
in THE SPOl' 1'ii,RKED X, in 1948, once more basking in Waldo's reflected glory. 

In 1949 Berkeley Gray brought ou t a highly-satisfying novel about Conquest 
called DUEL :tiIURD3R. It was 11ctually a rewritten version of D. lfl. 19 (1933) 9 TREE 
TOP 1\illRDER9 and D. W. 28 (1933) 9 'I'RE HIRED AV3NGER. 

By this timo 9 Norman Conquest having firmly es t ab lis hed himself 9 his sub
scqu orit adv entures wero entirely his o\-;:n - but one st ill wondors ,-.,bother Con
quest is actually Waldo reinc u.rnated or whe-thor tho long e.:rm of coincidence ha s 
b oon stretched. to broclcing-point ! 

Ser iously 9 I run not doriding Hr . Brooks for having made use of thE> same 
good plots a second time. Rather wou l d I say that 9 in so doing, he paid a 
r emarkable tribute to the worth of the Sexton Bl ake ori~inals in the.t he deemed 
th em wcr·thy enough ( even ,,ri thout Bl ake as the draw-card) to re-present to a 
completely nett s et of :readers. Nor is Brocks t he only one to have done this. 
Others who readily come to min d as having published novels which have been near
r eprints of Bl ake stories include JOHN G. BRANDON (new books of whose a re still 
being printed 9 though ho died s0ver0,l years ago), GWYU EVilTS, ANTHONY PARSONS 
(one nove l recently released in Sydney based on S.E.L . 167 1 Third Sorios 9 TEE 
~.1YSJ:ERY OF' THE RED COCKATOO), o-nd oven, I fancy 9 one or two by our old friend 
Ri::X llARllINGE. Othe rs too 9 I run surG 9 cou l d I but recall them now o 

- --~- _In other v~ord~, the Blake yarns are of sufficiently high .. a standard to -·---
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appeal in a wider field to possi blJr ~ ore--disccrning ( ??? ) members of the reading 
public. 

Reverting to Brooks, hi.s Be:ckoley Gray char acter, lifonaan Conquost, was 
actua lly born in the THRILLER da:ted Jrumary 20, 1937, in a yarn called MR. 
MORrIM"ER GNrS THE JITTERS. n appec.rod th ere m1de r his own a ctua.l nmne of Edwy 
SGarles Brooks and was at t ho time brand ,-now. All the Conquest yarns subsequent
ly appearing in the '.elLttlLLER v10re spocially-v1ri tt<m and very good, and h,ter 
appeared, e.ppropr i a tely g1·ouped, 3,s Collins :Mystery lfowels. An interesting point 
is that ., whe n the second Conquest story was announced, the Editor of the THRILLER 
made the statement t hat, with his vew charac ·~er, Mr. Brooks had adopted a now 
nnrno, that of Berkeley Gray, theT eby cheerfully s pilling tho beans good and 
p:coper! 

As Vic tor Gu.nn1 however, Mr. Broo ks was more shy -- or maybe he warned the 
Editor first! The first Victor Gunn yarn (Thriller No. 556 dated September 30, 
1939) wc.s IRONSIDES OF THE YARD. The Edi tor carefully recorded that it was by 
11V:;.ctor Gunn -- a name that ha.s never a ppe ared in our pages befor e ". Qui to true. 
Th e lI.ANE hadn't, thou gh the writer had. 

The novelist, Dennis Wheat l ey, paid a tribute to Sexton Blake on page 4 
of Det ective Weekly 313 dated ]fobruary 18, 1939, as part of the publicity being 
given to the Sexton Blake Radio Pl ay, then run.~ing as a serial which kept pace 
with th e radio broadc a sts. The play' s title g ENTER SEXTmT BLAKE. Its authori 
th o srune Edwy Searles Brooks., 

If ever defini t o link-up of Mr. Brooks' triple-persona.li ty were needed, 
consid er thisi 

( u ) ENTER SEXTON BLAKE, both as pl~y and serial, appeared under the by
line of Berkeley Gr ay. 

(b) In S. B, L. 641, Second Series (1938), it a.pl)eared aga in in full a s 
rrHP.EE FRIGHTElifED lillN. This time also by Berkeley Gray! 

(c) Finally, with minor place and char a cter al tera,ti on, it wo.s published 
by Collins in 1942 .:,s M.ATI H1\TTER1 S ROCK by Victor Gunn! 

Victor Gunn, af t 0r initio.l new·ly-written ya rns (fir st publi sh e d in the 
Thriller and later by Collins), built soundly on Blake c.dventures, as did 
Berkeley Grny. For s::i.king 'Vlo.ldo, Gunn d:rew main ly on tho strl!.igh t mysteries and 
th e Eustace Cave ndish stories. Just a few exrunples ~re ~s un de rg 

(a) THREE DATES WIT li TIEATH, a Victor Gunn novel published by Collins in 
1947, wac mad e up of r ep rints of thr e e Blake yarns, t he three 11d ates 11 being 
NillRDER 01-f 11'HE MIDNIGHT COACH (D. Vi. 99), Q,UIVERING Sl'EEL (U.J, 1384) and THE CASE 
OF THE rl'HREE BL.lCK CATS (U.J. 1354). 

(b) ROAD TO 1IDiillER by Vic tor Gunn (1949) came f rom A SECREll' FROM THE 
THAMES (n.w. 93) cLnd THE FIRE TONGS MURDER MYSI1ERY (D.W. 128)0 

( c) I RONSIDES Oiif THE SPar, one of the Victor Gunn books for 1948, came 
fro m RED-HOT Ri,CKE'l'EERS ( U.J. 1425) and SEXTON BLAKE ON TEE spar (U.J. 1433). 

No doubt th e r e arc othGr examples that could b e oited but these will 
su:fficc, The point I am anxious to make is th at the ORIGIN.AL stories were so 
good t hat their writer deem ed them worthw hile for inclusion in novels which have 
since had world-wide popular acclaim. Borkoloy Gray and Victor Gunn novels, I 
am t ol d 9 have a good following out here in Australia. 

What I am wondering rather cynically now is whether th e readers who relish -~--~-·-- ...... ___ ·-------------------- .. - .... --- .... --.-- ... , .... ....,,_ ·-·-.. -

.. 
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the "mature" adventures of Norman Co!!.q_t .. ost or I nspector C:romwoll realise that 
many of tho stories they hnve so much enjoyed first appeared as Blake ya:rns be
tween tho pc.gos of a twopenny wook ly ! 

With doforonco to R[!llliltonians, I borrow a ph r e..so from Bob Cherry and say 
to JiJ:r. J3rooks i "Moro power to ~·our giddy o 1 bow? 11 

And if anJbody wants to le n:rn wil.at the modern e,nd r cvi talised Waldo is 
do ing, road the l~tcst of Berkeley Gray 1 s Norman Conquest books. 

Remember, too, t hat this is definitely not n.n advertising plug but a 
sincere tribut e from s omeone who l oves both '.'.1al do and his 1956 counterpr.rt c.s 
we ll ns their cre~tor, Edwy Searles Broo~s. 

* * •)(• * * * * 
ROBEill MUHRAY 

By Bill Lofts and Frank Vernon Lay 

Robert filurray 9 or Robert Murray Graydon, to give his full name, was the 
son of William Murray Graydon, \"lho was born in the u. S.A. in 1868. It was 
through th e influ ence of his father that he became a writer. His work appeared 
as ea rly as 1909 (Boys' Realm). Bef ore becoming a fr ee lance he was on the staff 
of thG Arnalgru".lated Press, working alongsido Walter Shute (more popularly known to 
Blnkc enthusiasts as Walter Edwards. Shute eventually been.mo cd i tor of tho Union 
J o.ck and w~s succeeded in 1921 in this cap ac ity by H.ii!. Twyman). 

Re was th e creator of those well-known characters Dr. Satira 9 Paul Cynos 
and, of course, tho infc1.rnous Criminals' Confec1oration 9 Yvhich 9 on the authority of 
H. k . Twymm1 9 was the most popular series of stories ever featured in the Union 
Jack. 

In tho words of H. W. Tv,ymrui 11Robert was far and away a bettor and more 
imaginative ...-ritor thnn his father who ., eve n in th o 'twenties, was considered 
sentim ental nnd outdated". 

Robert was a he avily bui lt, extremely lethargic individual, always moving 
wi th ponde r ous slo\.m e ss. Re was very quiet and kept himself t o himself. Those 
of his coll0agues who arc still approachab l e have great difficulty in :romomboxing 
much about him. His personality f v.iled to le ave rJ.,ny impre ss i ons that have l asted 
over the ye c:.,rs. I n the 1 t wonties he Jiv ed for a time in Paris 9 in compnny wit h 
George il '.'l'lilton Toed n.nd several othe r writers. 

Ro wo..s not- a prolif ic vrri t 0r end was the dospcir of his edit ors 9 having 
tho - to them - very irrit at in g he.bit of seldom keep in g to schedule. When the 
Criminals' Confederation Series became so popular, ~~th the readers clamouring 
for more 9 it bec ame so cliff icult to get copy from him that 9 at l ast, H. ri . Twyrnan9 
t ~e Edi tor who had control of the Union Jack during what most of us consider its 
p•:3ak period 9 was forced to have tho stories ,.,ritten by a substitute. It has for 
yon.rs boon surr:1i s od that Gilbc1°t Chcstc1· had boon r-cspons iblo fo r two of tho 
stories and. it was thanks to information supplied by H.1.i. Twyman himself that it 
b c,camo offic:tal ·Gha·h the assumption v1as correct 'ind th at 9 furth0rmoro 9 a ll tho 
stories o..ft e r and including N"o. 1154 which foaturcd the Criminals' Confederation 
wore writt en by Gilbe?t Chester (H.H. Clifford Gibbons). This docs not, of 
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courso, include thG :reprints, one of ,tlri.ch 9 No .. 1484 9 was ro,nitton by li.ifo 
Tnyman. 

Robert llurray died in his early fifties during 1940 at Sussex County 
Hospitals his death being due to a stomo..ch complnint. He hall 0, son who is carry
ing on the family tradition~ being a s»orts writer and commentator on I. T.V. It 
i s hoped to make contact with him in the noar future aud perhaps obtain more 
information concerning his - to us at leP .s t - famous father. 

V/8 know Robert ]~urro.y created t he very famous team of Captain Justice & Co. 
for the Modern Boy 9 n.nd th at these stories also cru!1e to be writ t en by other 
authors . 

All in al l Robert I1Iurray stands very h i gh in the hierarchy of Bl nko 
wri tors 9 and as long as Blclke is remEnbei·od so the n::une of Roboi't liurray will be 
revered. 

No. 675 
680 
686 
688 
695 
698 
704 
709 
736 
747 
751 
753 
758 
763 
767 
775 
778 
779 
780 
782 
787 
790 
791 
797 
802 
806 
807 
808 
812 
816 
820 
824 
829 
830 

'l'ho Work of Robert Mur r a~y i n tho Union Jn,ck 
(List compiled by Frmik Vernon Lr,y and chocked by Wo..lt or Hobb ) 

The Detective's Ordeal 
The Ridden .Hand 
The c~se of the Bogus Detective 
In Doub l e Harness 
The l1ystery of the Missing Manage r 
A Case of Arson 
The Hystery of Cell Six 
The Two Impostors 
The Ordeal of Gordon Hood 
The Vanished Man 
The Bogus Bat 
Tho 1Iystery of the Vlao Vase 
Tho .Amazing Uystory of Frederi ck Fonnoll 
A Mitl-Ocoan Tuiyst cry 
The Lost Lotter 
The Case of the Clubfooted Ilan 
The Vanished Police 
Suspended from Duty 
The Only Clu e 
The Steel Claw 
The Silen t Partner 
rrhe Arna2ing Affn.ir at Clanmere ~lans ion s 
Dirk Dolland's Redemption 
The Clue of the Cuff-Link 
The Case of the Bl a ck Feather 
The Mis s i ng Crooks 
Tracked by Wireless 
Hel d as Host :i.ge 
Tho i.ifili to Liner 
The Case of the Stolon Ya cht 
Dirk Dolland I s Ordcn.1 
The ~irunond of Disaster 
Sinister Island 
'l'he Mar. from tho Sen 

Dirk Dolland 
II 11 

II 11 

Nalaon Le e 

Dirk Dolland 

Di r k Dolland 

Dirk Dolland 
II ll 

II 11 

]Cr. Reece 
ll 

II 

Dirk Ilolland 
Mr. Reece 

II 

1.1r. Reece 
Dirk Dolla.nd 

Mr. Reece 
:Oirk Dolland 

ll II 

:Jirk Dolland & Er . Reece 
1st Criminals' Confederation 

Crimina l s' Confederation 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

II 

II 

II 

ll 
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No. 838 

841 
857 
858 
860 
868 
869 
873 
B76 
887 
893 
895 
901 
910 
916 
927 
946 
972 
973 
985 

1056 
1061 
1070 
1085 
1094 
1097 
1117 
1119 
112'i 
1127 
1133 
1137 
1206 
1207 
1209 
1211 
1217 
1246 
1248 
1249 
1250 
1251 
1289 
1297 
1312 
1326 
1327 
1338 
1350 
1359 
1394 
1395 

'l' ho 1r r·ci 1 in ·b he SP ... nd 
iii::.'. Smith of London 
The l :ystery of the s . s. 01:,,rnpic 
The Inf armer 
The Tiid.de.n H0adg_uart ors 
The New Pr0s1d ent 
.Jirlc J olland I s Dil omma 
The Lian iJho Died 
The Shadow 
The Dog Detective 
A Bid for Billions 
The Extrema Penalty 
Crooked Evidence 
'.Che Black Duchess 
The Pourth F{i tnoss 
Mr. Reece's I:iil l ion 
Diamond lliad 
The Confeder~tion ' s Recruit 
The Diamond Clue 
The Hunchback of St. lfadros 
The Return of :nr .. Reece 
The Spider's ~~b 

Th e Koy-1!:.an of the Confederation 
Tho Rival Presidents 
Reece on tho Run 
The lfo.ndar i n I s ?lil li ons 
li'ound and Lost 
Ree c e's Republic 
Cond.enmod to the r.an os 
Ye llow Vong e a nce 
Into tho Unkno wn 
Th o Yc llon City 
Lor d of th o Apo IIon 
Tho Eyster y of the li asked 1Iagici a n 
F'rom Inforr m:tion Roc oi v e d 
The Quest of the Limping nan 
Th(' Le.ir of tho Li mpine Eun 
Tho Ad.venture of' the Dummy' s Double 
Justic e Defied 
Th o }iyst e ry of Earl House 
Sexton Bl ak e 9 Convict 
The Trail of t ho 13:mda god 1:mi 
Tho Se ven Sons of Cynos 
A lii ll ion in Gold 
Th e iilystory of tho El a ck Van 
:)c a d ]ian 1 s Plund e r 
1,rc You Pe.,ul Cynos? 
I Defy! 
Xing w s Evi done o 
P.Gt ri but i on 
Fr amed 
The Unknown 

Crim i n a ls' Confederation 
11 11 

Cr im i nals t Confederation 
11 

11 

II 

II 

11 

11 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

11 

11 

II 

11 

11 

11 

11 

II 

II 

II 

11 

11 

II 

11 

11 

II 

II 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

II 

II 

11 

11 

II 

11 

11 

11 

II 

11 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

11 

11 

II 

II 

1st Dr. Satir n 
II II 

II II 

II II 

11 II 

11 11 

11 ti 

II II 

II II 

11 11 

1st Paul Cynos 
11 11 

II II 

La.st Dr. Satir a 
PE'..ul Cynos 

11 II 

II 11 

LD,st II II 
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No. 1407 Twice Dead The Crime I:.Iinister 

1409 Crooks Conv e ntion 
II II 11 

1414 Sexton Blake 9 Gangst0r 
1440 i!inning By \iire Tho Spider 

1443 The •,lb.is per or The \7hisperer 

1456 ITot Lead 
II II 

1460 The Red S·wordsmo..."'l 
1463 Crooks Hot ol 
1469 .'.. Corner in Crooks Reprint of 806. Crimo Con. 

1472 Confederat i on Calling II II 807 ,, II 

1476 Reece 's Recruit 11 11 808 II II 

1480 Wind Bl own Blackmail 11 11 812 II 11 

l ~.84 Enter th e P1'esi den t 11 II 816 II 11 

( Rmni tt en lJy H. i i . Twyman) 
1492 Dirk Dol l and 1 s Ordeal 11 11 820 11 II 

1496 The Diamond of Disaste r II II 824 11 II 

1500 Volcano Island 11 II 829/830 " II 

1504 IJ.'he Tr a il in the Sand II II 838/841 II II 

1508 Tho Sq.uoaler 11 11 858/860 II 11 

1512 The Four Guests 1iys tory 
1513 Crooks :;)ivided Rewrite of 868/869 Crim.Con. 

1518 Tho Shadow 11 II 873/ 876 II II 

1526 Behind the Fog I I II 887 II II 

1529 Sexton Bl ak e \7i ns II 11 893 II II 

Stori es a ccredi t~o Robert Murray by .A0 P. but writte n by G. Chester 

1154 
1155 
1158 
1163 
1164 
1165 
1175 
1185 
1191 
1196 

Bur i ed Aliv e 
Homeward Boun d 
Lan decl at Las t 
Gone to Earth 
R0e ce 1 s Hold - Up 
Nor th of 70° 
Rocco ' s Reveng0 
The l1Iarri c1ge of J as on R0ec e 
Dirk Jo ll and I s Cr:Lme 
The Gr er.::t Round-Up 

St ori o_E by Robu:rt Eurr a y i n Sexton J312ke Library ( l!'ir st Series) 

41 The l~ys t erious Er . Reoco 
85 The Mnsq_uor n.der 

* * * * * * * 
T IIB \!01.:Elif HJ HIS LH'E 

By Walter 1":ebb 

*** 

Crim. Con. 
II !! 

11 II 

ti l1 

II II 

II II 

II II 

II II 

11 II 

II II 

Mr. Reece 
Dir k Dolland 

I n this r e capitulation of the fem i nine char a ct e rs who uppea r ed with vary
ing degrees of prom in ence in the Blak e saga 9 the title may give a quite misleading 
i mpr ess ion of the kind of ma n Sexton Blake really was. Under a heading pe rh aps 
b0tter fi tt etl ·l;o describo the amorous onter1)rises of some Don Ju an, whos( con
qu ests wore fe a tur ed we ekly for th e consumption of impressionable teen ag ers in 
tb o -pages of pap e rs lik e tho MIRA.CLE, or OR .. :'~CLE libr arics 9 it might be supposed 
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that Ble-kc vm.s a sim il nr typo of ho:crt-throb. Nothing could be further fro m tho 
truth! Blr.1..1<:e, easy mid rol0,xod in tho comp:-.ny of his follow· mon 9 was rn.thor 
less sure of himool:l:' v.-hon f~cod by a bevy of nttr u.cti vo ~-;omen at some social 
gathering, :ind was generally moved to n mood of sccr0t sa.tisfD.ction when the 
opportunity presontod it solf to him to oi::ca.po their ndmii•ing eyes and coy glances. 
Such flr1-ttory, 1:vhilst n.cting o.s food u.nd drink to tho ins atiable conceit of tho 
gods -gif·t.-to-wonmn typo of loungo-liz~rd, ,;ns b?..nc to Blnke 9 and only inspired 
in him a fooling of a.cu.to discoL'.lfort n.nd ombarrc\ssmen·i;. 

He are not 9 at the moment 9 refei·ring to the modern, wise -cr acking and 
much tougher Blake of the :present day li braries, but the Blake as wo knev.' him 
best - the ascetic 9 stern-visaged, yet kindly man , romorseloss 9 yet compass ion
ate, bated and foarcd 9 but respected by friend and foe alike as a man who fought 
with his heart ao vwll as his hnnds - who resorted to tho use of a weapon only 
as e. moans of defence of hims e lf or those dear to him; the character who, in 
his hoyda.y 9 enjo;yed a popularity quite unique in tho history of boys' pa.pers 9 

and , for th 1'.t , mt:'..ttor 9 of weekly :ind monthly journals as a who le. 

Tho feminine ch nr a ct ors introduced in tho Blnke papers fro m time to time 
h0vo been mn.ny ond vnriod; some well known and affect i on~tely remembered 9 some 
not so 'l'!ell known; others 9 having only mt'..de r nre appea rances, have been col!l
:!:)lotely forgotten. Of these latter, only those who justify their resurrection 
l)y reason cf somo unusual and in teresting trait in their char acter , or ,:ho 
appeared in a case or story of po.rticul ~r in~erost or excellence, nill bo intr o
duced. 

It is a lw&ys more satisfactory to st nrt at tho beginning of things e.nd 
de0l with events in th eir proper perspective; so bac k to tho 02..rly days of tho 
;bd UNION JACK9 vrbon 9 acco rding to Ur . John G. Rowe, .1. popul a r contributor at 
thnt poriod 9 Ernest Gon.dard occupied th o editorial ch a ir. Theso d:ws c,3,n be 
touched upon very briefly bec .:1.use9 fortunately~ fer.rin:ini:ty was introduced into tho 
stories hardly 2.t a ll. I sny 11fo rt unn.tely '1 becnu.sG on inspecting tho results of 
most of tho l Qbour put in by tho va rious so - called artists whoso atrocious h~.ndi
work o.llornod the pages of tho U. J. it is oxtremoly doubtful vrhethor they v,ould 
have beon able to d rav, n \·roman with any pretensions to fominini ty at all! 

As the yec'..rs went by .'.'.n P.11 round improvem en t vms manifest; production 
wns improved; bettor n.rti sts 1111d authors wore introduced~ th ough still t ho 
fominino clement vm.s prP..ctio<'..l ly non-existent. 

Then 9 on 19 August 1905 c ame one of the best- l oved characters of them all 
- i\lrs . l:a.rtha Bardol l 9 much esteemed housekeeper to Sexton Bl alee 

9 
·who b rou ght to 

tho sombre atmosphe r e of th e 13akor Street re sidence welcome light relief, which 
incre<"sed to sonothing approaching bilari ty whe n Gwyn :Evans came along and 
ele v ated her fros n. more [;Upporting role to ::. star billing. Tho mercurial and 
qu iziic a.l Evo.ns seomccl very fond of Mrs. B. 9 n.nd certo..inly m:my of we old-timers 
have eschewed with keen enjoyment tho fruits which hc.ve mnt0ric1. lisc d fror.1 t ho 
seeds of th~t affection. Plump and garrulous 9 her use of the Engli sh lan guage 
was both weir d. and wonderfu l.. Fashions changed, but not rirs . B., As her master 
clung ten ac iou s ly to that familiar and disreputable old red dressing-gown 9 much 
bespattered and discoloured with innumer ab le chemical stains 9 cigar nnd cigarette 
ash 9 and what not, oo the old lady held on to her beloved bombazinu d1:oss and 
old-fashioned e l ast ic-sid ed boots. ·Yet tho heart thnt be['.t beneath tho Olllple 
bosom of th::i.t, bombazine dress was a tender 0 1.rn , as witness her devotion to the 

:::_~~.~.:::'..~.~.:'...2'.~::k:.:_ ~::1~1::...~. ciontious pride in t1?,e pcrfo~anco <?!. hcJ'.'..~~ -s -
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to her fnmous master. 

It is int.crestin g to r ac :.-:.11 how some of the principal authors of thoso 
halcyon d<'..ys handled ~ rs. n. 9 • .nd th e VP.rying degr ees of tolornnce and courtesy 
th ey p onu i ttod Blalrn to r 0vor?.l ,.rhen tho old soul v:c.s in one of hor most 0:1:nspor
a.t ing moodso Inv n ri '."l.blyi Gwyn Evans and Robert Nurray had Blake sho wing great 
patience and go od humour in f a ce of Ers . Bardell' s ti r ade; ·v1~ liu rray Graydon 9 

whose writings gave J.'ise to the b e lief th~t he was lfl.cking entirely in that 
richest of n.11 natur :11 gifts - o.. sense of humour - often had Blake irascible 9 

petulant, nnd conplotely l acking in courtesy to wn.rds her. H. Grogory Hill and 
Lewis J ackson wera similar to Evo.ns aYJ.d 1Iurray in their tre .::i.tment of the ol d 
d C'lllo, but Gilbert Chester tendod to follov.r Gro.ydon, c.nd his of't repe ated phrase 
"my good woman" struck a. j a rring noto. A lack of irrt; ,erest w.:is nppe..:rent in tho 
work of G. n. Teod, And1'ow r:::urr e.y 9 .Ax1thony Skone n.nd E. S. Brooks 9 for thoy rar e ly 
gc.:.re her no ro th an a f ew lines to speak . Yos; Mrs. Bardell was a grand n.nd 
lov cb l o ch c;,.ro.ct or , o.nd gcve to tho modest l ittle r es idence in :aakor Stroot much 
of thc.t ntmosphoro of coofort e nd trnnqu i lity that l'-t all times infested it. 

A brief mention h ero of th at te mpestuous <'.lld sh~p a ly pi l l ~r of socioty 9 

Lr~dy 2.:olly 11aXW"ol l , who aspired. to b ocom0 o. lady detective with often dise,strous 
r es ults both to herself and to those who were unfortune.te en ough to so l icit hor 
a.id. .A product of th o Edvm rdian era, she wns gi von o wr i to - up in C.D. lfo. 113 
(llay 1956), so apart from reiterat i ng the fc'.ct th e.t she only appeared in tho 
short stories in the PENWY PICTORIJJ., botween tho years 1908-9, ·we can pass on to 
e,noth e r tit l ed young c.ristocrat i n the :per sonality of Ln.dy Un.rjoria Dorn. 

lfo doubt, Lady Dorn is completely unknown~ but on.rn s mention he r o by 
ro oso n of tho devast nting effect sh0 had on Bln.ke 1 s oqur..nimity. She vms beauti
ful, c:. born coquett e , and t ho fo r tun ate possessor of unlimited woalt.h. 1ro 
endeavou r to try mid trace this ch a r o.ctor through issues of U. J. 9 S.BcLo 9 or 
D.1J. wou ld be usel ess , for she on ly appon rod oncc 9 nnd th a t was in a vory raro 
old i ssue of th o BOYS' FRIEND 3cl LI IlRtl.RY, enti tlod 11The Mervyn Myste ry" (No o 96) 9 

published in J ::muGI"y 1910., The ch engo in Blclke in thi s story was something t o 
mc.rvo l at ! Aln ;cys a man of nc tioni of courso, he seemed imbued wi th an oven 
gre at er zes t for livin g; his air of r ese rv e was completely d i spel l ed , as was the 
r at her sombre atmosp her e v11Li.ch n lway s soomod to w~f t elusive l y abou t himc For 
:Bl ake 9 beli eve it or no·t 9 foll in love with her l adysh ip! 

In th ose dnyi:i it wn.s a.n unhon.rd of thin g for Bl Rke to bo oven 11ttrcl.ctcd to 
one of th o oppos it e sex, l ot a lon e flirt with one) but th at is ozact ly what the 
rejuvenated Bl ake d i d with Lady llar joi'i o as the following extract from tha t story 
pr ovosi 

" She poised he rs elf on th o arm of Blake's chair, l oaned a hand caressingly 
on hifJ s h ou ld er, and sproa.d the l ott or bonoath his eyes . Blake flash ed her a 
tender g l mic o, t hen gazed at the lott e r •••• • 0 • 

11 

•••• 
11!.nd I simply l ove n ec klaces of pea r l s and coronets of diamonds", 

murmur ed Lady Tuiarj or io, slippinc ano t he r al'm r oun d Ble..lrn' s neck, and bonding 
close to l ook into his sombre deepening oyos o "And it is a ll so mysterious! 
I sn 't it , you mo.n of mystery? Ar c you cross? What docs it a ll moan ? 11 

Bl ake look ed into the lovely eyos 9 and. wit h a swift, impulsive 9 most pro
tecting gestu re, drew h er abruptly into a close embrace ••• • • 11 

And wore Blake's f eelings for Lady Marjorie rociprocatod? The foll owi n g 
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extract not only proves tb.a.+, they were 9 but gives an excellent idea of the high 
standard of wri tine; the au th or - rn.chael Storm - gave to those early stories he 
wrote for the U}iION JACK9 besides prov idi ng an interesting pen -pict ure of Blake. 
The scene i s Hyde Park, and Blake and Lady Dornf on horseback, a r c cantering down 
the Row: . 

• • • • she he.d pursued unruffled tho s e rene tenor of her way 9 till fortune, ., 
capr icio us and 1rilfu l as herself had brought int o her path the man now gazing 
into her face this bright June morn i ng. She had been att r acted by hi m at once. 
His perfect phys i q_ue9 so reposeful, yet so suggestive of force, the harmony a!ld 
grace of his movements, tho statu esq ue head of him 9 with its finely chiselled 
features instinct with strength, determinat ion and restraint, o.nd espec i ally 
tho deep, me.gnetic agate grey oyes 9 had e ll appealed to her 9 arresting he:r 
attention, ex:ci ting her curiosity and en t hra l ling her imagination. She had 
glided insensibl;y into loving him vtl thout. be i ng aware of tho fact, till now, 
as she gazed into hi s face 9 t ho sweet cl amour of t he b ir d songs 7 and the 
gra cious joy of the day f·ound a new echo in her heart 9 and she felt the uarm 
blood dyeing her face, e..nd her eyes ·f ell suddenly ar;-:ay •••• 

Bl clce proposed 9 e.nd ~ou l d have been ac ce pted but for the f ac t that he found it 
imposs ibl e to give up his profess io n o Said Blake~ 

" I believe you chose wise ly. I never had any right to ask you to tic your 
life to ~ life so strenuous and o~ten dangerous as min e must bo. But I can 
never r eg ret. it. It will be a very tr ee.sured memory •11 "And wo shall rom c1.in the 
very best of friends?" scl i d th e . girl 9 with a ce rt a in wistfulness cr eep in g into 
her eyes. 11Always 11

7 sa i d Bl ake ••••• 

Th is far above th e averc1.ge Ble.ke story featured George llarsden Pl ummer and Rupert 
Forbes, and i s int. er es tin g for another r eason. In the hundr ed th number of the 
C. D. 9 in th e art icl e "Tho li.iyst ery of Mich ae l Storm ' ' 9 ment io n was made of a miss
ing UllfIO:N J ACK story which broke the seq_uence of events, linking 11I n Deadly Grip" 
(No. 302 ) and "The Swell Mo.lJs!!luri.'! (lfo* 315). The latter story beg an with Plummer 
just returning to consc i ousness fol l owi ng an attack upon him by Rupert Forbes 
af t e r the pa ir h a.d brought- off a coup aga i nst the Bank of Engl and and had kid
nf'..ppcd t wo beaut i ful society girl s (of whom Lady Dor n was one) i n the process. 
11Tho I:Je rvyn Mystery " was the connecting li nk b etwee n these two s t ories; but why 
was it publi sh ed ns a double -l ength novel in the BOYS' FRIElf.D 3d LIBRARY? Tho 
only explanation whi ch seons fea s ibl e is the .t it wc.o originally t wo sopa:ra.to U.J. 
stories which 9 duo to n,11. overs i ght 9 were not publi shed i n rotat i on, and thus wore 
joined together c~8 one lon g , comp l ete novel. 

In this story Rupert Fo rbes was sv.vaged by three mc1stiffs, and died in 
Sexton Blake ' s a rms. In his dealings with the rogue there w~,s a strange r eluct
ance on Blnke' s pa rt to br i ng hi m to the justice he so vrell deserved . Tinker was 
puzzled 9 and as they s a t in Hyde Park follo wing Lady Mar jorie's rej ect i on of 
Blclco 1 s proposa l that s entimental strcclk: 1 which only on very r a re occasions th o 
l a tt or permitted himself to reveal, assert eel i tsclf br i ef l y, es Ti nker said: 

'"l1hcre ns a quest i on I 1 d li ke to nsk: you 1 guv'nor u. 
"Ask! 11 r epl i ed Bl alrn, with a somovrhnt ir on i c omphc!-sis . 
11It 's t his ",_ said Ti nkor 9 in a rather emba:rrassed tone., 

understand why H was you alway8 seomod. to have a - woll 9 a 
reg ard for Rupert Forbes 11• 

Blake nodded, 

"I could ncvor 
sort of sneakin g 
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11I suppose not 11, he sa:i.d . 11But ·~ho reaf;on i s simp l e . Ile was at school with 

me. Ile was only a nip:pG'r t hen - aud. a very lov able littl e nipper - and he was 
my fag. Once I happened to save his life 9 and it seemed to create a sort of 
bond. rhy God rem ember the m::i..n who first put him on tho wrong path! And no w 9 

let us never mention his naJUe again . 11 

11Th ey sat in sil<mce till th o dusk: cr ept about thorn and tho lights began 
to twinkle ono after tho oth0r runong tho more distant avenues . And when at 
l as t they got up to wand th eir w1:.,y homcwo..rd 9 Tinlrnr, stealing a glance at his 
master, noticed that the dew l n.y as heavy on his eyelids as it did on th o sward 
stretched at their feet. 11 

That was Sexton Blake 1910 vintage 9 p a J.atable as the rar e old wine 
matured from those sedate old clays - a story lon g forgotten, but portraying Bl ake 
as he hn.s never been portrayed befor8. A novel of the highest class, whi ch only 
tho hand of a master of his craft could have achieved. 

Off with the old love - on with the new! Not expressive of Blake's senti
ments , perhaps; but ·that is what happened when Mademoiselle Yvonne Carti er mnde 
her bow betv,een the pink co,rcrs of the UNION JACK. It nas during mid-winter of 
the year 1913 that she came , a b ea utiful instrument of vengeance 9 to exact retri
bution on eight unscrupulous financiers, who, h av ing ruined her f athe r in 
Austr a lic,. and caused his untimely death as a consequence, to be follm7Gd soon by 
tcr he a rtbroken mother, wer e beyond ran.ch of the l aw. But 9 by taki ng it into her 
own hands, Yvonne eliminated each, one by one - first Ike Vineburg 9 then Ji m 
Pearson, followed by Nortimer Todd, Gordon Ke]ly~ Carfax 11orton (otherwise known 
a s Tin Dish Charli e), Cornelius Patterson, IJ.'ravers Bentley a..11d Henry Forsythe. 

In her role of Miss Nemesis, however, Yvonne came up against Blake 9 a 
s t ern , inexoJ?ablo figure, whose intention to uphold the law was rigorous and un
swerv ing. But in him the girl found her idealr Blake appealed to her as she 
knew no other man could or would eve r do. Her lov e for him was deep 9 passionate, 
all -enduring ; quite different to Lady Dorn's. YvoIL11e wouJ.d have made any sacri
fice, and wish nothing in return ex c ept that her lov e be reciprocatedo Unlike 
he r ladyship, Yvonne \\'ou ld have been happy to take second plo.ce to Blake's pro
fession - wou ld, indoed 9 have wished nothing better than to have assisted him in 
it. But, as history has told us, Blake would have nothing of it~ It r ema in s one 
of the most inexplicablo d0cisions he has evor made r 

\Vb.on tho th en 34 yon.rs o ld Georg0 Hamilton rrood brought Yvonno into the 
storios it was tho beginning of o.n association v;i th the U.,J. which \-ms to l ast 
until th o.t. paper's demise early in 1933 9 during which period ho was to prove him
self by fo.r the mos t popular contributor of n.11. Unhn.ppily, Teed was to survive 
it by only s ix yoa:rs, before dy ing in the London Hos pi t .1.l a cornploto wreck of a 
hum0,n being, unbeknown to, and 9 t herefore , unrnournod by tho many re ade rs ,/ b.o had 
so much en j oyed the nume r ous stories whic h hn.d appeared in tho Bloke papers under 
his no.mo. In issue No. 482 the presid ing ed it or of that tim e paid Toed tho com
pliment of pr a ising him as 11on e of tho greatest authors living! 11 An oxn.ggoration, 
riorhi=>,ps i but •:food's work nt th at time did suggest it, nl though, ns in the case of 
many Blake writers, tho man in tho editorial sanctum, with tho nid of n. bluo 
pencil, somo tri mmin gs hore, some adjustments and corrections th e re, did improve 
to a c onsiderab l e extent the material subjected to him 1 and in the finished pro
duct eu.ru~d for a contributor more :pl'a.ise th cm hG deso rvod. 

Yvonne certainly brought a new look to the pages of th e U .J. Ho charact er 
9-11it e li E.':....~~~J.:..~ .!'!:PPeared before. Her be auti ~Y no means formed her chief 
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as sot; she wn.s courageous 9 steadf aBt a..Y1d unyielding of purpose 9 a born leader 9 a 
relentless enemy 9 yet 9 withal, osse ntinlly feminine. In portraying her in a 
beret on what am.)enrs to be a wealth of blonle h air, c1,nd in th e long 1 ankle length, 
form-fitting sk irt of the por iod 9 there wo..s in e.rtist Vr.l Rending 1 s conception of 
her a similitu de to the illustr ations of Pe a rl ilhi te to be found in the various 
film mcgazines at that time. :{b.ich brintss a thou gh t. Was Teed inspired to 
create Yvonne after witness in g on the cinema screen the scmsation n l and daring 
stunts of tho undis puted Quoon of th e Serial film? If mi imago and c. substance 
can bo s a id to have anything in common9 then Y-vom10 Cartier of the one Md Pec..rl 
White of tho other hnd ma ny things. Ea.ch in their respective spheres brought 
something nev, in the way of enterta inment; both inspired spontt'..neous a.dmir n.tion 
by reason of qun litios hith e rto to be only rarely observed. 9 not only in their own 
sex but in tho o:pposi te number a l so . Yvonne was never cal led upon to choo.t do c.th 
n.s often a s Pe ;::.rl \:/hi te; not f or her the hairbre o.:th escapes t'.s occurred to the 
serif'., l queen wook after week -- such as being bound to a moving p l atform 9 which 
moved slowly 9 yet surely 9 towards a. circular S3W revolving r ap i dly o.t tho head, 
with wh:d dire results to i.t.Iiss White ' s coiffure can r oa.d.i l y be i map.nodl 1for was 
she ever subje ct ed to tho tcrrif;rin g or deo. l of being tightly bound and deposited 
c.cross tho r['..ils of some r a ilway whilst a snorting 9 puffing locom otive thundered 
its way tov; n.rds her. In the matter of physical strength Yvonne had no more than 
the nv or ago gir l ; Toe d never had her exhibiting superior power to the.t of tho 
mo.l e . On t ho othe r hand Pea rl tTo.it0 1 s pr::>vrcss ,,ms quite rem a rlcn.ble. In thoso 
old scri~ l s she cou ld natch any one of the opposing vill a ins 1 strength for 
s trength 9 ana . it generally tool\'. two - .::nd sometime s thr ee - of tho enemy to over
power her. She spared herself not 9 ;:,,s she kicked and squirmed and even bit at 
the , ha nd.s th at soug ht to overcome her resist an ce . i."iell built and l issom 9 it was 
a thrilling spectac le to see the a.mount of' really hard graft she put into those 
scenes in order to infuse the ciaximum qu an·t;ity of re a li sm into them. Alas! tho 
sc r een tod ay has nothing to offer to compa re with the stirr in g 9 thrilling ex 
p loits of t he incredible and mnazingly a ttr a ctive }:'earl \."ihit o. 

Both she and Yvonne re a checl th eir peak together 1 both took the inevitable 
slide tog ether 9 and vanished from the scene in the middle twenties. Yvonne made 
he r ex.Hin 1925 in a U.J. Christmas story, .-,hi lst Pearl Y.Thite•s career ondod 
about a ye ar ea rli e r. It was in 1924 th at h e r l ast fi l m - 11Plund er ! 11 I recoll e ct 
tho title to havo been - was sho'.m at tho Ol ympia 7 a small picture playhouse in 
Sparkbrook 9 and I clearly r emember hurrying homo from work on e evening in order 
not to miss it. It ran to five or s i x reels, was mad0 by the Fo:x: Film Company -
Pearl i.i,ni t o h:-1d se v er ed her connection vi th Pa the sev er a l ye a rs earlier - and was 
to the best of my r e collection a s to1'y cf a hunt for buri ed lo ot . Compar ed ,1i th 
the old se ri a ls sho rnt:.do for Path~ it wo.s a disappo intin g film. And if Pe arl 
ilhite in spirGd Toe d to cr en.te Yvonne it is o..lso possible th nt g Chinese ch a ract e r 
who played villain in many of those seria l s inspired the author to create Prince 
\lu Li!1g . Th e Chines e v.ras pl aye d by a charact e r actor named Warner 01..md, and in 
such a rol e he wus the most sinist e r figure of orient a l villainy I have ever seen 
on e ith e r screen or s t age 9 an ever mena cing figure hovering uround c shrinking

9 
wide - eye d Pearl White. \Jhen th o lnttor diod in Pa ris in August 1938 it was by a 
strange coincid ence th at warner Oland passed away on the very day she was tak en 
to her l a st resting p l ace. 

Having dealt with tho two ·women who caused the mos t tumultuous upheaval 
ever to occur within Blake, we come to thos0 who, because of that criminal kink 
in their make -u p 9 gave the criminologist no little trouble in curbing their 
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activities. Hell rem omber ed is Kut!:!.leen Mai tland 9 lililerican wife of tho 1\lnerican 
crook, Ezr a Q. itaitland 9 who followed close on tho heels of Yvonne. Better known 
a.s Broadwuy Kato, she was a far from enden.ring typ e of character, h::1.ving fe w re
deeming fGf'.,tures il'1 her me.kc-up. Vith un ap ti tud .e for disguise sho kept hor hair 
cut short in orclGr that she could wear a wig on occasion when a masquerade bocruno 
necessary for the successful undertaking of so~o criminal conspiracy hatched by 
her :iusbn.nd and herself. When l\iai tland was found guilty of spying for tho Germans 
during the fir:Jt Worlct War o..nd was duly exocut.ed v.t the Tower for his treachery, 
Kate endeavoured to persuade Aubrey De.r;er to join in harness with her . But the 
gentleman cracksman, always a lone wolfs preferred to crack his cribs a l one, and 
dep:ri ved of masculine aid Broadway Kate dropped right out · of the limelight~ 

Into her shoes stepped Glory G0le, a mischievous girl reporter on the stcl'f 
of the LONDON lIBUS AND ECHO, with an oven-1helming a ir of self-confidence which, 
allied to remcrkably good looks and competence, earned her the youthful Tinker's 
undying admiration. Glory, whose ap:pec.rn.nces were confined to the SoB.L. only, 
figured in si:x: stories for the librn.ryo An attractive ch aracter

9 
she was the 

brain-child of John ·If. :Bobin. 

The year 1921 saw the i ntroduction of the brilliant and unscrupulous 
Mademoiselle Claire Delisle, a wealthy adventuress, who gave Bl clce no end of 
trouble in the many battles of v,i t s they had together. A character built on 
similar lines was Fifette Bierce, the beautiful li eutenant of Leon Kestrel, tho 
master-mummer, the only woman ev-er to command the :l.'espect of tho notorious 
crimin0-l. 

Other characters followed •••• liiademoiselle Julie of the French Secret 
Service, who only appeared in the s.B.L~, save for a solitary introduction in 
D. w., 1:\.nd this a reprint ••••• Ysabel de Fer r e (first called 11Ferro.' 1), otherwise 
known as the Black Duchess, who sought to gain the Presidency of the Criminals' 
Conf0dcration, but met with such strong resistance that she failed in her 
n.mbi tion. Ysabel, it may be mentioned, was tho only feminine ch a racter of any 
importance that Robert Eurr a.y conceived. 

Then there was Mary Trent, the young and pretty girl who fell in lov e with 
Dr. Hux-ton Rymer, a man much older than herself 

9 
but for which the gulf in years 

meant nothing , and detracted not one iot e from th e affection she had for him. Of 
all Teud 's women characters, I found Mary the most natural and Etppe~ling of them 
all, and for this r en.son she rem a ins my favourite feminine character in so far as 
the Sexton Blake stories arc concerned. 

Julia Fortune, who appeared with Zenith the Albino 9 was a Brit ish Secret 
Service agent. A :produ ct of the twenties she was not a. particularly outstanding 
character. On the other hand, Eileen Hale 9 who also appeared during th at period 
- it was a few weeks before the Royal Wedding of the l ate King ( th<m Duke of York) 
to Lady Elizo,beth :Bowes-Lyon, at Ti'estminster Abbey - was a character quite 
origina l to the pages of the Blak e papers und inspired much interest. By 1926 
she was o, firmly established favourito char acte r, appear in g regularly with he r 
c:ix-Public schoolboy husband and crook in the pages of both the u.J . n.nd S.B.L. 
It was the age of th e Charleston, of jazz 9 of growing unomplo;ymont, and a rovo
lution;:,,:ry cb..:i.nge in women's fashions. As th e dolo queu es grow lon gor

9 
skirts 

grew sho?tcr. As a repres enta tive of those d ays , who wore with elegance and much 
e.pl omb, tho a.bbr8vi ntGd garments which were so much u pnrt of tho mt Eiloon brought 
upon h0r dnrk, shingled head tho v1rath n.nd contempt of Mrs. Bnrdel l., "A brazen 
~~~~~:~-~~:-2!_~~'.!._ irrovocnbl e opinion,?....3:!ter n distasteful gl~ at tho 
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girl crook I s much oxposod nctho r li n,bc s onc0.sod in stockings of the finest silk: 9 
the only kind hor fc.st i dious 110.turo ove r pGrmi tt od her to gr:we th em with. Ycs 9 
perhaps Mrs. Bc.rdoll wns right; but brazen or not, Eileen Halo was a liv e ly, 
liko R.bl0 chare.cter, 1vith n. forceful pe:rsonal ity, noo ns of pluck

9 
c.nd sex in 

c.bundnn co. 

l'!hich brings us to a rather vexed question. i?hat part did sex play in 
those ear l y stories in the U.J . and S.B . Libr a ries? Asman, yet vit ally signi
ficant part, it must be admit ted, despi·te 0, quite mist aken view amongs t certain 
devotees thnt the subject wns considered strictly taboo i n t he Blake field until 
just recently when ji[r. ff., Howard folrnr took over the S.,B0 L. 11.ctual .ly, tho policy 
of intr oduc in g a sex e l ement into th o stories commenced i n tho U .. J. in 1928, in 
th e Olga lfasmyth sori.as. Th is comprised three stories conce :mi ng the act ivi ti cs 
of a sul tr y advon tur ess, who a l so passed under the nmne of Lole do Guise. Was it 
by ch ance that on al l throe covers the beauteous Lola \"las portrayed in deshabille, 
t wice in the arms of Sexton Blake; or did a rtist Eric R. Parker have specific 
instructions to draw th e covers with a view to c atc hing th e public eyo and obtain
in g more r eade rs as n. consequence? The cover of tho first, sho win g BlaJ.ce embrac 
in g Lol a 9 in a nightdress and wrappor 9 at tho foot of a bod 9 with, at tho door of 
the bedroom a man with a hors01:7h i p i n his hand 9 pr esumab l y wi th int ent ions t o use 
it upon the cri minologist, must have brought a feel i ng of shock and disillusion
ment to those who thought him far above that kind of behaviour. To emphas ise 
this situation, the drawing is pr c.ctic a lly duplic ated on pages 10-11 9 except that 
in this inst ru1ce the man with the whip has no t ye t , put in an appearc.nce and Blake 
is holding up Lola's falling n i ghtdress, which has slipped with her drossing-go,-m. 
to r cvo:1.l her l ef t shoulder. This and sirnilar situatio ns in l ater stories lifted 
the U. J. right out of the field of juvenile publications and deposited it into 
t he adult class. ~fo longer was it recognised an being a journal for r eaders of 
all ages . 

In Mademoiselle Roxane Harfield 9 Teed intro duced a character re markab ly 
like that of Lol a de Guise, who was th e conception of J a ck Lowis, tho author of 
th e famous Kestre l stories. Roxane of course was a modernised duplication of 
Yvonne 9 wit h a mission of vengeance ag a inst a.. syndic ate of e i ght men who had 
swindled her mother out of her possessions and caused hor untimely death by 
reason of the shock. The only difference was th at Ro:irn.n.;, was a Canadian whilst 
Yvonne was an i:..ustra lian. Tho Roxffile stories were more sophisticated a.nd 

9 
in 

a ccordance with tho new policy, included several si tuntj.ons of a nature v,hich ccn 
only be construod as being sex inclined: such as in the fourth of the series 
showing an illustr ation on page 20 of Roxane lyin g on a bed with a coloured robe 
wrapped ti gh tly around her by a solicitous Blclce [!.fter her clothes had been torn 
to ribbons in a strugg l e ·with one 7 or mores of tho men she had sworn retribution 
ngn inst. Then on page 12 of the fifth story in the series 9 Blake is seen holding 
Roxane in his arms, a disordered negligeG abou t her. Again, in the s i xth of the 
ser i es , on page 11. A provocative picture, in all truth? showing Roxane lying 
unconscious on the bank of a strerun, a few scraps of sodden lin ger ie clinging to 
her, b ein g covered with e. jacket by Blake i n the garb of something resembling a 
cowboy outfit. But the most damaging situations were to come, with Blake's repu
t~tion and impecc abi l ity i n the balance. Cflllght in a blackmail plot engineered 
by Feli.x Dupont 9 the seventh of th e swindlers whom Roxane h?.d sworn shou ld pay 
the prico of his treachery to wards her dead mother 9 Blal~e found himsolf in a com
pr omising situation when photographed on Roxane's yacht with tho beautiful ovmer 
of the vo sso l 9 in nightdress nnd kimonos lyi ng embraced in his arms . It was a 
_. ..... ____ .,._..,~-- - .. -·--- - -- ... -- ··--·---~------~~-, .... ~~ ... - i.,- .... ,- ...... -- ...... -.,, ._ .... ""'_ '_'_''--·- ... ·-



Pngo 104 "·- ·-·-- .... --·~·-~-... ~- ·-·- ·-~- ··-- ......... --... ~--~----'"""''"'~ · ""-•·- -·~-~-··"·~ ·--· - · .. -.. __..,,_ .. ... , .... -.,..~·----------.. ___ -
faked reproduction of a situat ion whi.c:h had actually taken pl a ce, but th e super
imposed version of the incident whi ch J)uyont t with the a id of a beautiful French 
accomp lic e, one Sophie Benutemps 9 turned out, and with which he sought to black
mai 1 El ske 

9 
we,s of a different nature al togothor. In t his, Blake and Ro:r.:ane 

nppoa re d to be caught . in n. suggosti vo :pose 9 with th o girl's light gurb erascd to 
make it appea r that she wore h:::.r clly anything at a ll. In defenc e of his own good 
nn.me and tho honour of tho girl of his pres ent '"affe ction s , Blake completely lo st 
his usue-1 /'.ir of sang-froid n.nd went into tho fro.y with the fury of a. roaring 
lion. To his cost . did Felix Dupont fin J it a dangerous pre-ct is o to attempt to 
blackmail Sexton Blako! Of al l th e stories c en tred around Blake this had by far 
the st ron gest sex e l ement . Note th en th e title, "Blackm ail! 11 pub lis hed 19 July, 
1930, is sue No. 1396 . 

Those who have read Mr. E.S. Turner ' s enlightening bo ok on the old boys' 
pape rs, "BOYS WILL BE BOYS'', will have noted his r eferen c e to the S.B.L. novel 
11The Caso of tho Night Lorry Dri ver 11

9 th e s t ory of' a cri me he c ompare s to some
thing one usua lly r 00,ds week ly i n t ho Nows of the World. Ono find s it difficult 
to concoi ve how edi tor L.H. Pr at t c rune to pass this ono. Ono a.ls o wonders 
whethe r he app r oved of his art ist's drawing of the cover of S.B.L. No. 183, t he 
first of the 1949 issues 9 0nti tled "The Mystery of tho VJoraan Overboard 11, by 
Tfal t or Tyrer. E.R. Parker' s illustration showe d a girl in pyjama trous ers only 
jumping from a ship's dock into the sea. 

Of tho rem ainde r of those feminine ch ar acters who appeared at intervals 
was tho exot ic Mari e Galante, the octoroon, high priestess of th e secret rit es 
of Voodooism, who exorcised a powe rful influence over the wholo negro population. 
Ormer of big estates in th e interior of Hayti 1 her incom e was enormous, her power 
unq_uestioned. Her physical appeal was such that only a man of ext r aord in ary 
will- power could r es ist her a ttentions 1 if directed upon him. By which it can be 
seen that sho was q_uite a sexy character, ind eed . But let her author, G.R. Teed, 
sum up her att ribut es in his own Tiords •••• 11sho WE'.S more liko n. nud e th at had 
submitt ed to be i ng d~apod 0 Every curve, every lino of hor perfect fonn was in 
sinuous harmony. Every portion of her li mbs and body re vea l ed perfect harmony 
ns she wa l k ed, swinging her hips. Tho f l ame-coloured silk of her draperies - it 
could not be ca.llod a d ress - shea thed her like c skin, yet gave he r comploto 
freedom of l!lov emen t •••• 11 Further comment hero would tend t o be superfluous. 

Worthy of mention is Vali Mata-Va li, mystery girl of' ori gin and national
ity, who 9 as th e sensational dancer known as the Bird of Par ad iso, took Paris by 
storm, and then on meeting th e master-criminal George Mar sde n Plummer , fell com
pletely in lov e with him u.nd b e came his purtner in many daring coup. More slave 
than pa1·tner porhups, for th ere was little she would not ho.ve done at Pl ummer 1 s 
bidding. In ono S.B.L. she wont to th o cxtont of shedding her clothes and be
coming 1.1n artist's model. Need l oss to say, sho ,1as nnothcr of Tocd's gl amoro u s 
creations. As mentioned before, he was f ar and away th8 most popnler of the 
Blake contributors. Vlas it because of his strictly adu lt style of writin g 9 the 
appea l of his colourful fe minine cre ations, or his fearless approa ch to plots 
wnic h no other auth or would dare to proceed with , as in some of tho Roxane 
stories, for oxmnplc ? 

In rin gin g down the curtain other names pass fleetingly through my mind ••• 
Nirvana, the dancer and one-time sweetheart of Tinker ••• June Severance •• ~.Donise 
Dre w, the carrier-pig eon •••• Muri e l Marlt the b lo nde gang-girl from Hollywoo d •••• 
El sa von Kravitcho ••• Sandra Sylvester, yet anothe r advent ur ess G••• Mademoiselle 

·----- ' ·---------------
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Yvonne de J3r ase li eu ~ French Secrot 8 -::;r vico ag ont, and one or two more. 

We loo k back on thorn e.s b L,·vi ng gi VE:n us ma.1'.ly happy hours of r ea ding in the 
past 

9 
and '\76 lo ok in v ain for t :r.ose who havo t ake n th eir places. Al a s! th e re are 

none 
9 

o.x:c0pt ing Paul a D·mc O T od :iy the dearth in women cha.r c.cters in the Dlako 
saga is re markabl e . its a rnlo those from an oo.rli or 0Tn seldom ro gn in thG 
popularity th a t was once theirs. Tim e , with its ch a nges in t as te, f ns hiona and 
VD.rious other f ::-,cto1's combine to dofon t the m. But i n odd c ases, whoro a 
ch n.r a ctor of a less incrodt::.lous typo i s conc erned, tho €,Ulf in ye e.rs coo be 
bridged successfully. 

rec e ive th om9 might not tho oxpor i
Mar i o Gc~l o.nto, V'1li Mn.tn.-Vali and 
lost in making t he attempt. 

1Vi th a complet ely empty st r~ge re ady to 
ment of re v ivin g those fnvouri tos of t he past 
Mn.ry Tront p,'.l,y off? At l on.st 1 nothing would be 

**·X·*·**·* 

A CHRISI'M.AS F1UlTASY 

( In which it is told ho v, Sexton Blc1.ke and Tinker mot ands l ater, spent 
their first Christnns at Baker Stroot.) 

By El izabeth (Botto) J. Pa.to 
*****·** 

Il\.'TRODUCTION 

Since my first meeting with our good friends Sexton Blake and Tinker I 
have b ee n rather cu rious about one thing, but, to date, my curiosity has not been 
satisfied. No doubt you, as a fe ll ow Blake cnthusiast 9 have wondered the same 
thing ••••• just whn.t were ·tho circumst ances surrounding tho first meeting of this 
famous pair? Yes, I know 9 ve1rious authors h ave giv en meagre scraps of informa
tion9 just enough to whet our curiosity wi thout evor satisfying it., Cecil Hayter, 
when writing "S erlon l3lake at Oxfo:rd. 11 g av e his version of their meeting, but 
s omehow this has never been wid e ly accepted. Var ious autho rs, nll working on the 
one th eme h ave tol d us th at Tink e-r , an orphnnod newspaper boy, render ed Blake 
v a lu able servic e in an emorgoncy and, as a result, was later adopted as tho 
dot e ctiv o 1 s assistant . lfo one, so far as I h ave been ab l e to ascertain, ha s evor 
record ed th e a ctu a l det ails of thi~ historic event ~- so, in im ag i nation, wi ll 
you join mo as we j ourney back through tino to tho London of 190 4 9 ,vhon a. kindly 
F'at e was drawing 'r ink er across the path of the man v1ho was to become his beloved 
11Guv 1 n or 11 ~ London, at t he beginning of t he 20th century where Sexton Blalrn, a 
young man in his late t wenties was just establ ishin g himself in his career, 
~h ilst Ti1ucor, a br i ght-eyes cockney ~11if 7 earn ed an honest livin g selling 
p:?:.p ors in an Enst End. stroet . 

This is my pe r sonal version of th at fateful moot i ng 9 and I cr a,vo your 
in c:.ulgence if, in imagin c ti on~ I have W(!..11.dorod too f r.,r from tho pa:hh of f a ct. 

To D~kor Stroo t then, and l ot our t ~lo unfold! 

CHRIS'l' U},.S E'\TE. - 1957 
Fully oxmr o at l as t of what 9 for tho :past f'cv1 moments , had been but e 

vague irri tation 9 Soxt on Blolce came bo.ck to tho pro sent with a start. L.::!.ying 
~s id o his book ho lo oked up to find Tinker regarding him uith a b a l efu l 
·---~- -,- ·-- --- ....... --... ,, ___ ... _ ·-·--- .... -·----"'-·" - ---- ---··-··---·---
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exp r ess ion from tho to.l) of t he sto r>-J.ad.dor. 

111 say, e:,"'Uv1 n or
9 

this i s too much ! Here have I been callin g fo r the pas t 
t en minutes while I've hung by a fineer-"G i p , and you h aven 1 t t ake n the 
s light est notice of my d ead l y pe ril." 

11Don 1 t exag t:or ate , my doc,r Tinker 11
9 Blllk o said with a qui et lau gh . 

"E::::aggo r a tion is thn re fuge of fools", he a.ddod 9 [1,S he ros e and procoed _ed to 
fil1 his pip e with leisurely movements. 11Just wha t crisis has a risen in the 
decorat in g departmen t?" 

Tho lo.ddor r ocked dn.ngo:rously as Tinkc..n·, f'oi·gotting his precarious 
pos iti on , struck i.1 d r ama.tic pose. In tones of ou·lir Egod hauteur he procl aimed 
l of til y "Tho artis t hn.s b eGn bereft of his tools! 11 

As Blruce lo oked around to see just wha t Tinker WD.s babbling about he 
r o~lisod that his a.ssistant was suppo rting a festo on of silver tinsel with hBlf 
n, dozen glass balls atta ch ed, and snw o.lso th ~t if Tinker movod dO\-m th e lad de r 
the who l e scheme of decorations would collapse. 

"For Pete 1 s sake hurr y , guv 1 nor! 11 Tinker added plaintively. 11If I drop 
these g l ass 't hin gummios' I'll re c.lly be in tr ·oub l e with ' Ma1 Bardell -- you 
knov, she r ega r ds ther.:: as family heirlooms. 11 

"I a l ways do lov e to see the place desiccated a t Christmas time" Tinkor 
mi micked with a wi de grin, his ton es a goodly i nli t at ion of their garrulous old 
h ousekeeper, Mrs . Martha Bardell. 

Bl ake picked up the hrunmer which h ad caus ed a ll the trouble and passod it 
up to T ink er. For s ever al moments he stood watching his as sist ant at wor k; 
t he n, cs he climbed down 1 Bl ake gave a hand to manoeuvre tho ladder b eneath 
th e cry st.a l chrui.doli er - v;hich Tinker proce.,ded to decorate most effccti v oly 
with silver st nrs and holly. 

The roo· ns n.t Baker Street h ad ;.clrce.dy assumed a ve1 ·y gay and festi vo 
a tm osphere 9 thanks to Tinker ' s enthusiastic offorts, and ~s Blake sank b aok in
to his sadd lcb o,g chair he could not r es tr a in a smil e a s he cl'.Ught sigh t of a 
spr i g of mistletoe pl aced in a str ctcgic position over th e doo r w~y. 

" Yes , guv 1 no r, never miss an opportunity with 'l os gi rls', 11 Tink er gril'med 
as h E: fo llo wed Bl ake's glance . 11My best girl always enjoys hor Christm as kiss 
und er t he mistletoe - thrills Mr s . B' s gi rli sh heart 11

9 he added, chuckli ng at 
t he vision these words evoked . 

Blake reached out with a s li ppe re d foot to move Pedro from his favouri t o 
spot in fro nt of the fender. 11Come on, old f el lo w, out o:f th e way 11

• Reluct
ant l y the aged b l oodhou nd vac nt ed hi s cosy spot whilst J313lce l eaned over for 
an other log; tl 10n 9 when tho fire was on ce mor e bl az in g merrily and his p ip e 
go in g t o his s atisfaction, Bl ake le aned br~ck en d r e-o penGd. his book., 

111Iust be o. good book, guv 1 n or 11, Tin ke r so.i d fr om his high perch as th e 
det ecti vo re moved his marke r from th e pt1gc 0 

11You wer e a million mi l es away 
when I called you j us t nov, 11

• 

Sexton Bl ake l oolced .'.lcr os s at his assis tant, wit h a, quiet smile sof t eni n g 
the thou gh t f'u l exp1•ession on h:i.s f r..co. 1'It is one of my earliest case - books, 
Tinker; I want ed to compa:r.e s ome details of t he a nci ent Judson-:Pryke c ase of 
1903 with a sim il a r j udgmen t given r e con'Gl y 11 , he cdded , as Tinker 's eyebrows 
shot up in n.n unspoken query . 

"Ah, that t nkes me back to my cnre froo youth", Tinker s aid solemnly as he 
l eaned on th e t op of th e la dder . "I hope those pages are su it abl y in scribed 
wit h thG dat~ 1 1903 - B.T . 1 11 

9 he said with a twinkl e. 
"And ju st what might t ha t cryptic utt e:r·ancc mean ? 11 Blake aske d, playing 

along with Tinker's moo d .• 
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11ne:f'or e Tink er, of course 9
11 replied that i nimitab l e young man 9 with a 

chuckle in his voic e . 
Blake sighed loudl y. 11.Ah yes 9 those wo~ t he da?sl Da ;rs of my youth too ••• 

before vou hit :Bokor Street like a n a tom bomb an d brought my grey hairs". He 
ducked ;wif tly as Tink e r, ince nse d. by this s l ande rous st utem ent 9 r etaliated with 
a well-a im ed p ape r boll. 

Pedro l et out a y e lp of protest a s Til ako 1 s book , dis lodg ed by t he swift 
movement 

9 
fell on top of him. He turn od mournful eyes with a l ook of r e proach 

on the master who had so rudely disturbed his slumb ers •• o•• ho too han boon 
romping in tho Elysi('..n fi elds of his youth , as one docs in dro p.ms 9 and instead 
of an ngod hound he had b ee n a fr olicsome pup 9 ch as ing butterflies in t ho fiol cls9 
a. favourite past i me boforo h e had grown wise and sober with tho yea.rs. 

For tho next quarter of an hour al l was quiet in tho Ba.kor Stroot menage as 
Tinker pu t t be finishing tou.ches to t he decorations 9 whils t Blak e, de ep ly 
imr.'.loi·sed in his book 9 re ad on 9 oblivious to t he present . 

As Tin.l<er re-entered the cosy roo m after stowing away the ladder he stoppod 9 
hen d on on e side 

9 
li stening . 11I s ay, I could hc.ve sworn th0n t hc.t I hea:c"<i cerol 

singers! 11 

Crossing to the windows he lift ed t he he avy crimson drapes and ,oerod down 
i nto tho street. 11Looks a.s though we e .. r e go in g to have ('., r oa.l old-fashioned 
1 Wb.ite Christm a s 11, guv•nor 11, he s ~id a s ho noticed tho light snow ·which was fall
ing. Noiseless l y, in a million dancing flnkos, it foll,. :pov,doring t ho ground 
and g iving to the usually dingy ro adway and buildings a picture-postc a rd love
li ness. 

i i.nd th e re, under tho modern eloct:eic light st and.nrn. 9 clustered a li ttlo bc.nd 
of youngs t e rs in nn o ld world. t ableau . Their fresh young voices, more cager than 
tun ef ul 9 wer e lift od in th at ageless Christm as h,ymn '10h, Come All Yo J!,.3,i thful 11 

l'.s c hil dr en have done throug h the 3,ges and their singing e ch oed in Balcer Str ee t 9 

fil l ing th c!.t prosaic t ho rou ghfa re with all t he wonder th at is Christ mas . 
For sevoru l momonts Tin. 1.w r stood gazing clmvn at t he lit tle bnn d , t hon 9 as 

th o cr-.. rol drew t o a clos 0 , to turned to Sexton n1~-u{c. 11Guv 1 nor, corne over here 
m id. ha v e a look 11 , he said sof tl y 9 still under t he sp e ll of the singin g . 11Always 
makes me t h ink of ' Merrie England t when I hear carol sin ge rs ••••• you lcnow9 b laz 
in g f ire lo gs in ye olde manor house, a whole ox roastin g on th o h ea rth, with a 
j es t e r of cours e 9 and perh.sps an orga:a --grinder n.nd a ll the ordin ary folk joinin g 
in the fun of the fair ••••• a r 0a l old -f ash ion ed Christ mas , not the poor imi tat i on 
most people have tod c.y11

• 

Bl ake joi ned hi s ass ist ant a t the window and stoo d gazing down at t he 
singers as th e strains of 11Good Kin g 1.'ienc es l as 11 c ame floating up to them ••••• one 
of 11rs. J3ardell's fn.vourites, this, as she ~lways hnd had a soft spot for 11Good 
King Wenci c t s Lass 9 the poor woe mit o 11 as the wor thy old soul in s isted 9 desp it e 
many attempts on Tinkert s pxrt to exp l a in th e c a rol to her . 

Carri ed c>;t,m,y on a wave of nostRlgic memor i es the detective gF..zod down e .. t 
thi s nna chronism in mod0rn London . He wa s s0eing now, not the gl oami n g car s or 
tn.xic ~J)s 9 t he shiny rod b1.1ses of today 1 bu.t a London st r oot of hfl.nsom cabs and 
horse - bu s 0s ••••• London in tho dnys when, o.s a young ma.n.9 ho ,,as st ru ggling to 
establ ish h i ms e lf in his urmsu a l p ro fession - when tho nruno of Sexton Blake w:~s 
known oply t o one -or t wo police offers as a r a ther pro mis in g youn g detective - a 
d etectiv 0 who was most unorthodox in his methods - a man who was yet to t ast e 
th e fruits of success and know the meaning of frune .. 

;.rhe singers, having f inished-off th e good. k ing in fine style, r aise d th eir 
voices in th e opening bars of 11The First Noel 11 

9 but now Blake was hearing 
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another voice, e. cheory young cocknGy voice ••••• seeing a freckle-faced lad look

i ng up at him 9 saying 11That W3.s a bit of orl 1 ri ght, guv 1nor - first Christ mas 

I I ve evor I arl ! 11 

He looked across at 1.rin};:er 9 standing ut th e other s i de of the windo\/ , end 

thoro was a far - a,,r-.y expression i n tho greet dotoctivo t s eyes ••••• ho was seeing 

tho you ng lad throug h tho eyes of memory, not .is t ho prosontablo young mnn who 

v:ns now his valuc,d o..r.sistant and 10;;"1=,l friend but cs the youngste r v,rho, li ttle 

more than a ch il d, hc.d come to Bnk:er s·troot - .:,, wnif of the streets , bright 

oyed c..nd tJ.lert, his n at ur a l cocknGy sh~or,dness sh.:upenod b;v hi s r)att l o for 

e:id.stonce nmongst tho riff - r ~..!.f'f of London 's E/'.',st End slums . A kindly destiny 

had brought them together in that even t ful mee ti ng on thc.t distant December 

night - eventful fo r both of them - and on many occ~sions Bloke had had good 

c2.us0 to bless thct Fato, for he had often realised how empty his li fe wou ld 

b.iwe boon v;i thout the warr.1 compa;1ionstip nnd unswerving lo yalty of tho lad i7ho 

h,~d grm•m to be more t ho.n o. son to hi m. 

THJT FIRSl'_f!iRISl'liULS 

Wraiths of fog, like spectral figures from the nether r egions swirled in 

mecabre dance around the street lr unp. In t he dim patch of li ght cast by the 

flickering gas 9 a diminutive f i gure stood deop l y engrossed in counting his Si'1all 

stock of newspapers. 
On thnt bl eak December ni ght fow were abro nd at th at l ate hour . The pitch 

at th e t en~inus was~ good one, but tonight business was slow and the youngster 

was ha lf incl i ned to pack up. 
At the so u nd of wheels rumbling on the co bbled street he l ooked up 9 hopofu l 

of n few customers. But i nstead of th e high-st epp i ng team of bays he knew so 

well and the br i ght l y lit bus behind 9 t wo hansom cabs, one well behind t he other, 

had turned into the street . 
'l'he first cab passed the ne,7s b oy to d ra w up in t he shadows beyond tho radius 

of the street li ght. The heavily muff l ed passenger alighted swift l y 1 thrust a 

coin into the cabby 1 s recepti vo ha.ncl, o,nd with a furtive b ackward gln.nco stepped 

on to the pavement . 
" 1 Ero yer a r e 9 guv "; t ho urchin thrust a pa,er t01 mrds th o prospoctive 

customer 9 only to be pushed rough l y as i de with a m11ttored curse . Tho stranger 

glanced up and do\7n and noted another C<lb dravlin g lev o l with him 9 but ·when this 

vehicle continued on nt a f~st paco he crossed tho street, sat i sf ied he hcd not 

bec -n followed . 
However, if ho had . seen th0 lithe figure which had slipped from the of'f

s ido of tho second c ab a.t th e moment his had stoppcd 9 he would not have been so 

easy in mind . This figure hnd mel ta d vii th silvnt speed i nto tho enveloping fog 

~nd was no w~ invisible watcher. 
11Thinks he ' s the bloomin ' Rajnh of Bong , ho doos, 11 the ne.7sboy mutt ::n~od 

angrily 9 as he straight oned his stock of papers and stepped ba ck on to tho 

pnv0mont . Ile turned to watch the objec t of his indignation, and sn\; the furtive 

figure s li p through tho side ent r an ce of a d in gy resi de nce. 

',ii th a knovdng shake of his head the youngster turned his attention b ack to 

his pitch, stamp in g his feet in an effort to r esto r e the circulation. Tho house 

in question hud ~ bad reput at ion and the lad knew that many odd ch c r ac t 0rs fre

g_uontod its dingy rooms. 

The sound of ap proaching footsto1)S showed th at some other hardy soul was 

b r ~ving th e e lements. Al e rt for another customer the newsboy l ooked nbout him 

en the footsteps ceased o.bruptly 9 but he could see no one • 
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"Th at was 11 quoo1· 'blo lrn 11
9 he mutto red to himse l f 9 st ill t hink in g a.bout the 

furt ive stran ger . He stared i ntently into the fog 9 his natural curiosity 
aroused 9 and th en 9 after several moments 9 he r ea l ised t ha t the darkest patch of 
shadow just be~rond th e r adiu s of the li eht betrayed the presenc e of ano t he r 
humrui being; ·but as the youngster stood ga~~in & inte nt l y at t he spo t 9 th e r e was 
no movemen t to betray th o watche r. 

"Wonder i f , e 's a co pper ? 11 t h0 youngster asked himse l f . Hitchin g his 
bu nd l e of papers under h i :J arm ho s,,unto r ed casuc:.lly a l ong the pavemen t in tho 
di rection of t ho watcher 9 t he enve l op i ng fo g hidi ng his ap pro ach. 

' 'Yer wants t e r wat ch ou t, mister! 11 said a voice 1 and th e fi gu r e in the 
shadows swung round to f i nd a young l ad re garding hi m ,vl t h an int ent l ook . 
11Thom coves is dang 1 rous if they kn ow yo1' on to th e ir l c1.y11 he addcd 9 rrl th a 
warning shclke of hi s head which mG.de him appea r far olde r th .::i.n his years. 

St art l ed 9 t ho stro.ngor turned to look dovm at his info rmant . 11.i>.nd just 
w-ho.t rnclcos you th i nk I' m • •••• ahem •• •• on to th e ir '1 €'.y' as you ca ll it? 11 he 
asked 9 st rivin g to hid e his e..stoni sbnwn t. 

11If yer' re a ft or th at cov e what went i nto t hat t ouse a cros s tho s tr eot 9 

yor wc..nts ter wat .ch yor st op 11
• Th e youngster ·added 9 ea r nest l y 9 

11I soos a lot 
of comi n 1 s and go i n ' s i n t ha t t he r e plac o - keeps mo eyes open when I 1m scllin' 
mo pipers ' ore on me pitch. I can t e ll a w.rong ' n a mile orf ••••• you're a gent 
for su1·e 11

9 he ended up, gr atuitously 9 Md wit h an engaging gr in on his freckled. 
f c.cc. 

Amused a t the youngster 's tu rn of sp ee ch the watcher wus also at t r acted by 
his keen-wi ttedness. 

11Te ll me this 11
9 he sn.id quiet ly, st ill g l ancing ac:;:-oss n.t th o house in 

quest i on, 11th ose co mings and go in gs you mentioned - how long have th ey been 
go i ng on? 11 

1111.bout t wo weeks , guvt, a nd t he r e 'v e been some choice l ags ga t hered th e r o 11, 

tho l ad r epli ed 9 with .?. knov.ring grin. 
His q_uestion er made as if to as k h i m some t hi ns fu rther but stop 1,0d abr up tly. 

T'bc front door of th e house had o:pen0d 9 and even i n -the fog th e watcher could 
make out t wo figures si l hou etted a,gainst t he fain t li ght as they closed the door 
'beh ind the m and s t cod engage d in a rgum ent . 

One 9 t a ller than the other 9 appea r ed to be t he watche r ~s original quar ry, 
but the oth er fi gu r e 9 muffled in a l ong u lst e r which effe ctively di sguised h is 
height and size was an unkn own qunnti ty .. 

For a lon g moment tho watch er h es it ated ? un D.bl c to make u:p his mh1 d - t hen, 
as th e pair opposite sett l ed their a rgu..~ent und shook hn.nds in ev id ence of part
ing 9 he tur ned t o the no Pspa p er boy beside hi m~ 

In swift, urg ent tones he spoke . 11I'm a private detective ••••• my namo i s 
Sexto n Bl ake ~nd I' m following th at chap.. Now th at the ot hor on e has como on 
the s cene I'm curi ou s as t o what pc.rt he p l cys in tho matter. Will you see i f 
you c an fo llo w my rnc.n v:hilst I t ake UIJ thi s fresh tr n.il ? 11 

It was a li ghtning dec ision and oven as he spoke Bl ak e regrett ed his 
i mpetuo us action 9 but it ,7a s to prov e one of the most fa te f ul de cisions of his 
life . 

11I' m yei· man, g11v'n or 11
9 t ho young coc k n ey said eage rl y, and c.s Bl a.1<:e grasped 

his hand to sea l t he barga i n he was conscious of some elus i ve qu a lity about tho 
la d which he .found attr act ed h i m strongly. 

V'/Hhout furthe r hes i t a.ti on .he pushed his visiting ca.rd and e. sovereign i n-t o 
th e you.ngste ris hand. 11Roport to me at th at addr e ss", ho said q_uickly. 11Take 
not e of tho street and house whe r e h e goes 9 an d th en come straight back t o me •••• 
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and he careful, laddie", this 9 vrith 2, q_uick pat on the shoulrt.er 9 and then he was 
hurrying silently across the street to where his new quarry was fast disappear
ing into t he dimly lit railway terminus. 

The newsboy, knovm to his custom ers as Tin k er, dumped his pepers ov e r an 
are a r ai ling and mel tod into the dc>.rkness in the direction of the cab rank 
t0v .r3.rds which the other man hn.d boon heading. .And when th nt ' gent le man ' s' c ab 
bowled down the street a few minutGs l ate r it c r.~rriod an unsuspected p assenge r 
••••• Tinker hcd struck his fi rst trail! 

00000000000 

Lato the following night, weary and L~.ispirited after a fruitless journey 
north, Blelce climbed the st~irs of his Bo.kor Stre ~t fl~t with l agg ing stops. 
Entering t he cosy s itting-r oom he crossed to the open fire-place, nnd shedding 
his he avy coat he stood warr.iing his chilled fingers by the welcome ble .ze. 

His landludy came into the roo m, and in response to his enqv.iry as to 
whether t he re had been any rnessa.r;e's for hin du rin g the day she shook her he ad 
negative ly. 1rhen, grumbling at "th em thero dratted sta irs" tbG worthy woman 
dep a rt ed to the kitc he n re gio ns to prepare a meal for Blake. 

He 9 hov;evel', had little ci.ppoti tG for food, and having pushed aside his ha lf 
ont-en supper ho got his pipe going to his satisfr .ction and settled hi mse lf in 
one of the deep fireside ch.'.1irs. But he wo..s r est less and uneasy, and desp it e 
h:Ls we;:?,riness he got up n.go..in and begc..n to pa ce the floor with ng:i.tatod strides. 

Blak e had been strangely attracted. toward t he little waif 9 and now he was 
filled with vague forebodings on his behalf. · 

In the years to come he was to discover that Tinker was wise beyond his 
age , but as yet Blake was only on the threshold of that vronderful friendship 
which was to make such a difference in both their liv es . 

Vague ly he was awaro t hat something was intrudin g on t he quietness of the 
flat 9 and hG suddenly r ealised th a;t voices were r aised in altercat ion beneath 
his wi ndow in Bak:e:i.' s·treet. He cros se d over to the window, and as he peered 
dovm into tho darkness be saw tho fog had cleared and t hat th o s ·tre aJ<:: of li gh t 
vrns comin g from his own front door, whilst the lo udest voic e was t hat of' hi s 
landlady. Thon th e door was slammed with a n angry thud and a ll was darkness 
agt dn. A suclden susp icio n crossed Blake 's mind - could it b e a message from 
the l ad ? 

With throe lon g strides he crossed th o room and flun g open th e door, to 
come face to face with hie l andlady still puffing and snort in g with her combined 
exe rtion and in dign~t ion. 

" Whc;I; is it, my good woman? " Sox.ton Bl c.ke asked 9 i mpatiently . 
"Which as t he r e is a chee ky youn g v a rmint on your doorst ep , llr. Blake -

wants t o seo you 9 his I lordshipf does 11, she snorted, with a. toss of h e r head. 
"I ' d ' ave sent 'i m about his bus 1n ess with a g ood cuff on the ear 9 on l y he ' ad 
this ' ere c a rd of yors •••• impudent young -- 11 Her words were cut off abru ptly as 
Bl ake gr a sped her by t ho o.rrn. 

"Is he still there?" he a ske d quick l y, and as th e l and lady 9 b e reft cf 
speech by her indi gnc.tion, nodded an e..:ffirm::i.ti ve 9 he brush ed past her with a 
brief word of thanks to t :i.ko the st a irs three t1t o. ti me. 

He i'lnng open t he front d oor, and throu gh th e flakes of snow now b eginn i ng 
to fall he discerned a r agge d bundle on th e step. At the sound of th e door 
b€ling opened thG bundle moved., and with a sudden s ense of shock 13lalce re a li sed 
th at tho bundl e was a human body • •••• it wa.s the little urchin he had been 
waiti ng for; but now his clothes w0re torn and dirty 9 his face pinched and bl ue 
with cold. --·-- ·-· ... -_..,, ___ _ ---·------,---·---·----- ... ~----- ..... - ................. ~ 



As t he lad stood thoro b linki ng in th o li gh t, Bl ake ro a ched out a steadying 
hand to g r e sp him by t he shoul der. Ho felt th e lad win c e beneath h is to uch; 
then tb e thin shou l de1·s strai~htoned., and in a voice which was far fro m steady 
th e youngster spoke. 

"Didn't t hink I'd make it, mistor ••••• t hen whe n I gets ' ere I meets t he 
old battle-axe - wouldn't l et me in 9 she wouldn 1t 11, and then nddod , wi t h a 
fl eet ing gr i n 11di dn 1 t tru ot mo with t h o gold pl c1.te 11• 

, Gently, Blake drew him inside and sh ephe rded him upstairs whilst he shooed 
the ope n-mouthed l ~ndl ad y to the kitchen for so me hot broth for t he half frozen 
lad. 

And not U.."1til the youngste r had warmed hi mse lf at the fir e and had oaten , 
his fill of t he broth did Blnko pe rmit him to make his report. 

"lhat coYe yor v,anted follow 1 d , guv' nor", he bega..n 1 "he co.ught a c ab ••••• 
didn 't know I was on t he ba ck of it •• •• • took me ri gh t to the door, all free" 
he ad.a.ea., with a touch of cockn ey humour. "I waited about a b it and ' e oame 
out again - ' ad a 'toff 1 with 1 im this tim e . They won t down to t he docks with 
' yo r s truly 1 on th e ir t a il - they made for Old Sol's warehouse in Wells Street 
- stayed t he r e till after midnight . I crawled in throu gh a winder and li stened 
to ' em •••• •• " And. so he continued his report 9 giving Blake t he clue he needed 
t o shod light on the on e facet of the case which so far had eluded him. 

"Yiould I ve been I ere soon er" 9 Tinker concluded, 11only th em t here coves left 
a 1 lo ok- out 1 , and when I comes down from the winde r 'e caug ht me - thought I 
was sncak:in I around to pinch s omethin t ? he did - boa t me up and pinc hed the 
Jimmy ot Goblin you give me9 guv'nor, but I 'ad ye r ca rd 1 i dden in mo cap so 1 e 
d idn't see th at. Thon 1 e shuts me up in a store-room, in c~se I sq_uoaked to 
th e cops about what was in them bundles and ca ses. When I woke up it was da r k

9 
and it to ok me hour::, to get out of t hat rotten place . Thon I r ockon s you'd bo 
wai-t;i n ' to ' oa r from me, so I 1 ooft od it b a ck • e r e ". 

·;-ri th his mon ey gon e it had ta..1<:en q_ui te a bit of in gen uity and not a little 
pl uck to reach Baker Street so q_uick l y in that weather, but the obstinate st r eak 
in his nature 9 which \9aS to st and him in good st ead i n lat e r years , had forced 
T ink er to keep on. 

"An' thut~s all", he finished, with a yawn of weariness. "Bo gett i n ' back 
to me 1 di gs ' now, guv 1 nor". 

Blake rose and held out his hand. '1You. know, l a.a., you I ve done a r e a lly 
:first c l ans job f o:r. me, and I don't oven know your nmnc 11

0 

"Thoy call mo ' Tink er' 9 guv 1 nor" 9 t he you ngs t er s ai d quietly. 
"Your fol k s c a ll you 1Tinker 1 ? Blake queried. politely o 

"I a in 1t got no folks. I 1ki ps 1 wit h kln Smit h dovm 1Ammersmith way but she 
n.in't ox~ ctly frunily - got eleven ki ds i erse lf, so she don 1 t worry nono ovei· mo 11• 

Ti nke r s li d out of th e bi g s add leb ag chair and stood up, swaying uncertain
ly. ·::ith an effort of will he sti'aightened his thin should ers

9 
and with a 

qua i nt dignity he ld out his hand to the detective. 
11Be on me way now. o ••• th anks for th e meal - the old lady is a good 

1 b abb lin 1 b rook' 11 he o..dded 7 with a q_uick grin 0 

Blake grasped the youngst e r's hand in a firm grip - for a long moment he 
stood lookin g down into th a t frank and open youn g f ac e, fe e ling a.gai n th e same 
s tr n.nge att r act i on he had exper i enced at th eir first meeting. 

'~1:i nke r 11
9 h0 sa id ea.rnestly 1 "you ' ve no folks to rmrry if you don't go 

home, It' s lo,te now 9 so why not spend. the night hereu,uthere ' s a bed to spare
if you I d like to st ay". 

For a long 9 fateful moment the lad stood silent 9 th en "I said yor were a _____ _. ______ ... ,, ..... ________ ... , ___ ·-·------- ·-·-·---- -·--- - ... ·-- ... ·--- ·-
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gent: 9 and I reckon I was dead right 9 guv ' n or ". 

And so Tinker came to Baker Stree t! 
A swift ca ll to ScotlCT1d Yal.'d pu·t Bl ake in touch nHh h is good friend \:rill 

Spear i ng, and a succc,ssful re.id vnis made on Old Solt s war ehouse . .And Tinke r 9 

b li ssfully unaw are of th e last act of t he dr~n~ in whic h he had pl ayed an 
i mportant role 9 slept the sleep of exhaustion . 

At a late bre nkf~st the following morn in g, Blalce wat ched wi th an a.mused 
smi l e whilst hi s you ng gu.est w0,dod thr ough an enormous meal. 

At last Tink er pushed his plate ::xmy ,md s i ghed cont entedly. "The old gi rl 
docs yer well" - th i s with a grin 9 which somehow took away any hint of dis
r espect from his remark . 

Blake laughed 9 f i nding t he yotmgs t er 1 s gr i n i nf ect i ous 9 then hi s f eatu r es 
became serious. 11Ti nker 11 

9 he said earnestly 9 "wha t do you plan to do in the 
future?" 

The l ad looked a t Blake 1 puzzled at the sudden turn of t he conv ersat ion. 
"Dunno ri ght l y 9 mi st e r 9 but I don 1 t aim to sell papers all me lif e "o 

Thon Blako took th e pl unge and voiced the thought which had "been cLt the 
back of his mi nd since the ir first meet ing. "How would you li ke to work with me, 
'.Pinker - there ts a pl ac e for ;you here 9 as my assistan t, if you wan t to stay! 11 

11Coo 9 lu mmi e, guvtnor ••• eome a r ea l live 'tee! 11 th e youn gste r breathed in 
r~mc.zemont. "Yer don't re a ll y mean it, do yer 9 mi st er?" 

11I 1v e never been mor e serious in my lif o 11• Blake r ega rded t ho l ad 
steadily o..s ho spoke. 

The r e wns a lon g moment of silence, pregnant with potentialities. 
Then • ••••• • "If yer 1 re sure yer wants it that wayf it 1 s a deal, guv 1 nor 11

, 

Tinke r sQid 9 and he extend ed hi s hand to seal t he b a r gain, s till r a th e r breath
les s at the way his whol e existence had suddenly turned t opsy -t urvy . 

Blake gri pped his outstretched hand . 11It 1 s a. d eal 9 Tinke r", he said, 
solemn l y . "From now on we a re partners ! 11 

Th e next day 9 whi lst everyone rush ed abou t in frantic has te to finish their 
Chr i stmas shopp i ng, Blake s t a r ted his a ll ove r aga in - this ti me with Tinker -
rec aptu ring through him the joyousn e ss of Christmas which is found i n t he ve ry 
y oung (and the young at heart). 

\'/ide - eye d with wonde r a t the spl en d our of the West End shops T i nker returned 
to Br.leer Street with Bl ake, bot h l aden with the many gif ts th G detectiv e had 
chosen for t he l ad . Tinke r' s own :!.)ossessions , coll ec t ed from his 'di gs', had 
proved to be ve ry meag-re , and so, as befitted his new position, BlakG had out
fitte d him completely. 

And th n.t night 9 whilst t ho be lls of }'.le .'.lrby St . Geor ge I s Church were pealing 
i n joyful celebr ation of th e Eve of Christ m~s, Ti nkor 9 a rr n.yed in soma of his 
n ew finery, presented hi mse lf for Bla ke ' s i nspec ti on. 

,'a.th a critic a l eye tho do t ecti ve snrveyed th o l ad •••••• ·hhe tr ansfonnation 
had been almost miraculous •• o••• and as Ti nker look ed at himse lf i n the mirror 
he said, ove r his shoulder , to Bl ak e , "Reg 1 lar 1 a..YJ.dy-pandy9 ain't I 9 guv'nor -
fit to bow to 1 Is 1fajesty 7 I am". His eyes twinkled as he spoke , and then he 
jo i ned in Bl ake's l aughte r at his qua int co ckney idio m. 

As they chatted in front of the fir e Blak e l ea rned a li t tl e of Tink ert s 
early lif e 9 and - mor e by what t he l ad left unsaid than oth erwise - he c ame to 
m1ders t and t he hardship and lon e li ness of his exis t ence . 

Ana. it wus of those lonely years that Blake vms thinking when 7 l ater thut 
ni ght 9 he en tered Ti nker I s r oom to bid him goo d-night. 

He crossed to the wi ndow, whe re t h e l ad wns stand in g, and wi t h his hand on 
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the youngst e r's shouldeJ~ gaze d d own at th a littl e band of ca rol singers in Baker 
Street. Then, as they s t oocl th er e to get h er i n unspoken c ompanions hip 9 li s teni ng 
to t hose ageless h;ynms of goo dv1il1 9 Bl ake made a s il ent vow th at i n the years to 
c ome h o wou ld do a ll in hi s power to mclce up for those l ost years of Tinke r's 
childhood. 

At lunch eon on Christ mas Day Bl ake v.ratch od 9 silently amused, e.s Tink er -
wit h inn at e good manne r s - unfolded his t ab l e n apk in, and with g:re::i.t np lo mb 
f ace d up ·to th o r athe r daunting '"'rr ay of cutl e r y \7hich tho landlan.y had l e.i d _ out 
in r ea lly gr and sty l e. Th e yotmgs t e r 1 s enj oyment of the ric h food was most 
g r at i fying, a nd eve n Bl ak ets lan d l ady t hawed a littl e at th e sigh t of his happy 
young face and the inf e ctious som 1d of his l au gh·ter. V.'hen, at the end of th e 
mea l, ho turned to Bl a.lce ,Ji t h a satisfied si gh and said 11Tb.at .ms a bit of or l 
right ••••• o it' s t ho firs t Christ mas I'v e ever had , guv'nor 11•9 Blake l aug h ed wi th 
him; but there was a lump in th e detocti ve 1 s thro a t and a s uspi ci ou s moi stur e 
i n his eyos. 

And later that day, whe n several of t he dete ct iv e 's old fri ends a rriv ed for 
d inn er, Blake intr oduced his ne w ass ist ant a nd watch ed ap:9rov i ngly as the l ad 
ack novd edged t he introductions with a ·quaintly di -gn ifi od littlo bow bo for o 
shak in g hands. 

Tha t first Chri s tmas tog e t he r at Bake r Street was very different t o tho 
many they .. e r e to share i n l at e r yea r s, but to b ot h of them it uas to bo their 
b es t r emember ed •• o.. for on th a t occas i on ea.ch :re c oi ved th o gift th Gy were to 
v a lu e abov e all oth e rs - fo r Bl ake , it meant th o b eg i nnin g of t he wonderfu l 
de v otio n and lo ya l ty whic h '!'ink er was to g iv e to him in th e years ahead, and for 
th 0 lad, t he beg inni ng of the rich, full r e lationship with t he man who ,71c.s to 
become mor e t han a father to h i m. 

* * * * * * * 
F • . AJ)DINGr ON S YTlWNDS 

lm article will app e er in Blak i ane ( c .D.) in the Now Year describing an 
even i ng s pent (in company vrith Josi e an d Herbe rt Lockenby) wit h t h is we ll-kn own, 
l nte A. Pr oss ed it or anti El olcc au th o r .. 

Tl:Ioa nwhil e 9 for those who hgve boon Eeok i ng t he inf ormation and ot he rs who 
d 0sire a cc ur nt o det a ils of rur . F. Addin gton Symonds ' work i n tho S.B.L., both in 
his 01vn na.-no and his oqun ll y well- k n ov:n pen- name 11Earlo Dru:wsfo r d 11

9 he r e is the 
i nformat i on t, .1.k:en from tho au t hor' s fil e c op i es: 

By F. Add.iE«ton Symondsg 1 st Series 164 "Tho Golden Cn.slwt 11 

II II 17 6 11Tho Iron Cl mv11 

II II 190 11Tho Vcll ey of Foar 11 

11 11 211 11The Red Drvarf 11 

II II 215 11The Case of th e Tms t ed Tr ail 11 

1tY_ 11Ear l o Do.ncsford 11: 1st Sori os 37 2 11By Orde r of t ho Sov i et 11 

11 II 378 '1Tho Caso of t ho Golden Stoo l 11 

2n cl II 47 110ut of t ho Fog !11 

" 11 96 11Tho Caso of t ho Hold-Up King 11 

II II 1 37 11Th o Mn.n fro m .Aust:ralia: 1 

Not o ~ I t i s rogrcttod: th 0.t in tho C0 D0 Annual for 19 53 t ho story- 11Thc C~so of 
t he Hold-Up King 11 was wr ongly ac cr ed it ed to Gwyn Ev ans . 

Leona r d Packman. 
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JIM TH.-' t PEN~1Af\J 
th e story of on e of t he most outstanding 

char ~cters in schoolboy fictio n . 

By CEARLJi;S CHCIWRILL 

* * * 
Of the many and v arious characters i nvente d by E .S . Brooks, Doug l as James 

S11tcliffe, ex solicitor, must sur e ly r ank as one of the most outst:mdingo He 
was obvious ly we l l edu c ated , a s he was a pr a ctisin g solicitor until h e turn ed to 
forgery and was unmasked by Nelson Leo. Ho had tho unfortun a t e (f or him) gift of 
boing able to copy exa ctly any handwrit i ng at :first sight, an d al l of his 
n.t ·t;ompts at fr o.ud were c a rried through with supreme con f idence, colo ssa l nerve 
and utter ruthl essn es s. Nelson Lee and Nipp er, ably supported by Inspector 
Morl ey , fought many b itt er rounds with Jim b efo r e he was fin a lly put un de r 
11res tr aint 11

• 

In the pre-St. Fr anks days of the 11Ne ls on Lee Libr a ry 11
, we had campai gns 

a.gainst various crimina ls and criminal organisat i ons - The Gr een Tr i angle and 
The Circle of Terror, Mort i mer Cran e , the Mystory Man of Lhasa , The Black Wolf 9 

;ind the Eil een Dare ser ie s . I thin l<:9 however, th at th o Ji m t he Penman stori e s 
r ank at tho top be caus e th o plot s wo1·e more in gen ious and imagin ativ e . For 
i nstanc~ , in the Eileen Dare series, th e g irl detective frequently b ecame inv ol
voc i n a pl ot by ch un ce, but in t ho 11Jim 11 stori es 9 c ases were usually b rou gh t to 
Nelson Lee fo r inv es ti ga tion and thu s commenced i n a mor e ac cep table way to th e 
r eade r. 

Aft e r Jim was fin a ll y inc ar cer at ed , Nelson Leo an d Nip pe r we r e inst al l ed 
at St . Frank's. Somo littl e whil e afte r this event 9 In spe ctor J 3moso11 c2-llod to 
sec Nel so n Lee, who, ho wever, was out 9 so Nippe r told him. This takes place in 
N.L. old se ri es No. 16 8 , and to show Nip pe rt s opinion of Jim 9 l ot mo quote ver 
b a t i m ·the conv or s :1tion that ens u ed . 

11~Joll
9 

tho fact i s 9 Nip pe r, I have a pir.;c€. of news for him - nows that 
wil l be pnrticul c1.r·ly int e r est ing, I b e li ovo 9

11 s -'li d Inspec tor J e..moson. 111 was 
pa ss i ng thi s wny, and I t hough t I \vou ld ca ll. A convict hes oscn.pcd from t ho 
p ri son on the oth er side of Bann ington lfoor - 11 

o 

"Phew ! 11 whi stl ed 'Vr'c.Ltson. 111s h e prowling abo ut this n e i ghbourhoo d, si r? 
When di d ho os c D.po ? 11 

1110.s t ni ght, my boy. 11 

11Th en it 1 s qu eer wo h e.von vt h on.rd of' it 9
11 I rem arked. 

111fot at all," r epli ed James on.. 11The news has no t bee n publicly made 
k n mm

9 
owing to th e extraordinary c i rcumstanc es of tho escape. Tho authoritie s 

do not int end to pub li sh the fact until a ll ho pe of r ecov er in g t ho convict has 
passed . 1 1m not at a ll sur e that I ought to have told you, but if Mr. Lee can 
trust you, I suppose I can. 11 

11Th at ts l ogic , sir! 11 I grinned. 11But why sh ould th o cs capo of a gi ddy 
convict int e r es t my guv'nor? 11 

11Bec ause he was th e caus e of the fello w being arrested, 11 replied the -.. ~---...---··-----·"'·,.~---~-- --- ----- .... -- .,.,~ __ , __ ,.., __ ... ____ ...,. __ ·-··--·---·-
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insp ector. "Tho man is, I bGlievo 9 ono of your chi ef onomios 9 tTippor. 11 

110h! 11 I oxcJ.o. i med , i nte re st0d . 11Uh n.t 1 s his nruno? 11 

"Sutcliffe - " 
"Sutcliffe! 11 I yelled. "You - you cl.on ' t moe..n Jim - 11 

Inspector J runeso n nod,l ocl. 
112::>::£:.ctl y! 11 he a.gr eed . 11J irn the Ponmr:m i s li.t li berty! 11 

"Jim the Pcnm::m!" I echoed, stnrtlod., 
11J3ogad ! i/·iho is ho r.ny ho w? " r,skod Sir llonti o , mil dly. 
11,;ho is he? 1' I r o:po2,t ed . 11'\,:ihy, you as s, Douglas Jomon Sutcliff e i s t he 

cl eve rest forger in tho world - b a r none ! Tho t,·uv1 nor and I h ad a trom011dous 
job with Jim tho Penman . We coll a r ed hi m two or thr ee times, but ho alirays 
managed to esc ap e . 11 

11]:Io was bad ly injur ccl \,hon he fell into tho hand.s of tho po lic e on th o 
le:.st occasion, 11 sa i d tho in spe ctoi·. 11Just r ecently, hovrnvor 9 ho has recovered 
his full st r ength, nnd l e.st night managed to get auo..y. 11 

nwi thout he lp?n I c.skod . 
110h

9 
no! 11 s a id Jameson. 11He vtas he l ped consider abl y , Uipp er . It is only 

too clear that outsi de confederates prepared every thing to the l as t de tail. 
But we can't tr r,co him, a l though the wholo count1·y is boing scour ed . T e ll Mr . 
Lee when you s oc him - ho will be i nto rest ed . 11 

Tho ins pe ctor cont in ued on his way , and vro stood in tho la ne looking n.t 
ono another , mor e th an startled by this i tom of news. At least 9 I wt:.s st fl.rt led. 
Tregellis- Wos t o.nd I:a tson know practica lly not h in g ab out Jim t ho Pe nman . 

11:Did Mr. Lee re a ll y collar him? 11 asked Wat s on. 
110f cou r se he did 1

11 I replied '.. 11It was a near thi ng, even then., Jim 
tri ed to escape in an ae ropl a ne , but he crashed down and half k ill ed himself. 
The guv'nor and I ho.vo h e,cl our most exc iti.ng a.dvcmtu:r:.~11ght iQg_J im th e 
Penman . 11 

Th is last sent once just about s1..uns up the pictu r e i n a nuts he ll. Space 
forbids mo discuss in g a ll th e stories full y 9 but I am giving a brief re sum~ of 
mos t. of t hem wit h a larg er account of t hos e I con s ider to be th o bee t. Ny dos 
cri ptio ;1s a rc no cess o.rily ~1::iort a...YJ.d cD..nnot d.o fu ll juatic o as each sto r y ru ns 
for anything between 30 a.nu 50 pagos in 'tho Nels on Lee Li br c..ry 9 so I have only 
boon ::,.blo t o g ive bare ou tli nes of t ho :plotr~ in most ca.sos . I 1Iould liko, ho ro 9 

to t hank J ack Wood for kindly l ouding me sov ar al Ponnan s·tior i os mi ssing from my 
c ollection 9 t o enfl.bl o mo to mo.lrn tho storJr a s co mpl e t e r>..s po ss ible. Bot,roen tho 
t v70 of us 9 v,o have n,11 excep t two of the Pel1121G.n stories i n th e lJols on Loo so now 
for t he f c..ct m~l history . 

Jim first appea r ed i n ol d series Ho. 39 dated 4/3 / 16 - nThe Li ghtn i ng 
Clucn . Although the disclosur e of th e re a l id. en tity of the forger was not until 
th e l as t cha pt e r, he actual l y appea r s in the first. He ca l ls on ne l son Loe in 
h i s real ch :1.r a ct e r of S1..;.tclif'fe, a so licit or, t o obtain t ho gre at dete ctiv e 's 
assis trmc o for his omployer 9 Sir St Gphon 'l' run dle, who has been tho v i ctim of an 
auda cious forgery. In dne cours e }fols on Loo discovers th o identity of tho for
ge r ( t o tho groat amazement of th o baronet who never dr eamt of suspecting h i s 
own solicitor) through a. fl ush of li gh tning imprin ting tho forger's likeness on 
a. pant'.l of glass . This 9 as the author :poi nts out 9 is a scient ific possibility. 
,Tim the n shows his r uthl essness by endea vouring to finish off Nelson Lee and 
Ni pper by ha nging, with a forged "f a r ewe ll" note pinn ed to L00 1 s co a t, i mplyin g 
suicid 0 . However , the t wo escape this f 2.te on ly to find th a t Jim has disappear
ed . This is q_uit o n. good yarn, but a s in so many se ri es of s ·t;orios 9 the best 
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In No . 42 we find Jim forg i ng a will and a.11 t he necessary s i gn atures. 

No. 45 shows Jim forging marri ago lines in an att empt to steal £20 9 000. 
Lee c ap tur es hiLl, but he escapes from priso n. 

Ifo . 49 gives us Jim i n an unu sua l rol e . 1't is in 191 6 9 t ho fi r st i1orld 
Wnr of course 9 and Jim for gos some war or de rs which hand ove r to Gcrma..'1. spies a 
supp ly of now super machine rruns . Ilowcvor 9 at th o ele v enth hour 9 Jim givcs·"way 
to pe.tr i ot ic qualms and by a further piece of for ge ry, saves tho guns from th o 
enemy, and , i ncidenta lly 9 i'l'olson Loe, an d Nip pGr f-1,S wc llo 

In Ho. 51 is an unus u al plot. Old P0ter Gerr a rd had t ,10 sons , Robert and 
Vinc ent . Some years earlie r, Robe:r·t had be en ch a r ged ,vi th a murder and found 
guilty, but was supposed to have been killed in a rail way a cci dent on his way to 
prison afte r having been reprieved fro m tho de~th senten ce . His father, over
co me by t he disg r ace , moves to a r emot e cott age on the Yorkshire Eoors a nd lives 
·the lif e of a he r mit 9 with only on e old manse r vtmt , his wif e hv.vi ng died 0ar li er . 
The othe r son, Vinc en t 9 he r efuses to a ckno wledge, blaming h i m for leadi ng Rob ert 
a.str ay. Tho old man i s reputed to have a J.a.r ge fortu-110 kept in t h o cottage, and 
our old friond 9 Sutcliffo 9 gots to ho a r of it. lie de coys the ol d man away and 
endeavou r s to im perso n ate him and t ak e his pl3ce at t he cottage with t he obvious 
i ntent ion s . Tho old manse rv ant , J akes, hou ev e r, becomes susp icious, a..l'ld think
i ng al l i s not well, c a lls in Nelson Le o . Tho Penma n is soon unmasked, but 
esc apes , and then Le o finds t he son , Robert, who is supposed to be dead , hidden 
u:pstn ir s i n th0 cottage. Ho h ad not diod in tho r a il way a ccident 

9 
but ho..d 

ch anged clot hes and id e nt ity with ano ther man who he.d boon k ill ed in tho ncci 
dent . His f~t ho r had 9 since, kept him hidden. Just then a message arrives 
so.ying his b r othe r, Vinc ent 9 had d ied in ii.morio n l eaving beh i nd a conf'ossion 
tl r .. t he w:>.s th t:: murderer 9 thus cl ea ri ng Rober t. Jim docs not p l ay a very l a rgo 
pa rt in this opisode 9 but tho story is quite n. g ood onc o 

No. 59 shows Ji m in his most c n.llo us and ruth les s mood . Ho r.rn ... l'ln.ges to 
tr t~p Leo 0md Ni ppe r , in d l eaves th em tied to tho r r>..il s in o. di sused tube truin 
soctor 9 a ll sot to b e e lectrocut ed whe n the curr ent i s t u rn ed on. Tho t wo are 
saved in the nick of ti ne but J i n escapes vii t h a lar ge sum of money. 

No. 54. By wholesale forgery, Ji m ar rang es for a l arge quantity of gold 
bu lli on t o be unshipped f r om a li ner o.t Southu.."!!pton and loaded i n a bogus mail 
vnn. This plan co me:s off as also does a plan to decoy Nelson 100 clsow h cro a t 
t he vit.:i.l ti me. However, Ni :91>or while on a motor bo.::i.t ru n, spo ts J i m dump i ng 
the case s of bullion in th e sea , 2nd bri ng s 100 m1d t ho po lice on tho s cone, but 
Ji m just oscnp;:;;s cap ture. 

}To. 62 9 I c onsidc r 9 cont c.i ns on e of tlle best of a ll tlie Ponm:m stor i e s -
11Th e Anr1zing Co.so of tho Lost Exploror''o Incid en tly t:10 front cover of this 
numbe r is, I thin..lc 9 onu of the best of th o first hlltldrod Lees at l oast

0 
It i s a 

splendid dr awin f; of Nels on Loe i n full even in g dress, c c.rryi ng hi s "topp e r", 
list en in g :i t c:. doo r wa y. Tho c over i s pri nted in or ange :ind b l ack a.."ld is very 
0f f (;cti vo. It is ronlly g_uite ou tst and i ng a s m.:my of tho Loos i n t ho early days 
and i ndeed :nuch lat.or, h ad q_ui to poo ri sh dr awi ngs on tho fr ont cover . Il.s to the 
story 9 i t concerns one, Arnold Collin gwood , an exp lor e r. This gent l eman had 
disappoar ed some seven years previously whil e on an exped iti on i nto th0 r emot e 
int erior of central South .America. As the yoars passed and no nows camo of t he 
exped ition, it was assumed that all had perished. Thon , out of tho blu e , 
Professor Alo x2.J:1der Collingwood, tho oxploror's i brother, r ecei v es a lett er saying 

------· 
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that he and two of his par-;y had returned from the wilds and would shortly be 
home. In due course t he throe turn ed up and then the exp lor er held pub lic meet 
ings to endeavour to r aise funds for a new expedi tion to South i\merica 9 whor e he 
said he ho.d founcl very rich territory and whe re tho r est of his original party 
were imprison ed by nntives. Re wish ed to r oscu.e th orn and then by forming a 
company

9 
d evelop th e t e rrii;ory [l.nd so br i ng rich dividends to anyone who cared 

to take up shares. He offered 250,000 sh~res at £1 each . Of course 9 in r oal ity 9 

this gent l eman is actually our old f:cicnd 9 Jim the Perunan , in one of his most 
e l nborn.to deceptions. Pr ofessor Collin g-w-ood 9 incidently 9 being entirely i gno r
nnt of tho fact that he has o. "bogus" brothor 9 as ho had not seen him for ove r 
ten yec.rs. Unfortunate ly for Jim 9 Helson Loo attends ono of his 11sho.ro pushing

11 

meeti ngs
9 

and 9 int erested 9 co.lls on him a ft orv1nrds to t ruce up some sh~ros. 
Unknown to Jim, Lee h a(l mot t he ronl l'.r no ld Collingrvood 9 years ec1-rlier, so in 
the course of conversation, discovers a discrepancy in Jim' s ansvrors. Being 
suspicious 

9 
but not guessing the identity of t he 11f ake 11 exp l orer, Lee li stens to 

a conversation b0tween Jim and his a ccomplj_ce and discovers th e truth. This is 
the incid ent portray0d on t h e front cov0r. Lee 9 on his way to r eport to 
Inspector Morl ey at Scotland Yard, i s po i so ned by means of a blowpipe oper ated 
by one of Jim's men and is taken to hospital. Nipper's prompt act ion in brin g
i ng Professor Collingwood wit h the necessary antidote in time 9 saves the 
situation. The story ends here 9 with Jim di sappearing with about £150,000 9 

having been accidontly warned of' his de.nge r by Professor Collingvrood. 

The sequel to a ll this is in No. 64 - 11The Pl ague Ship 11 in which Jim 
kidnap s Loe and Nipp er and leaves t horn imprison ed in an empty ship in tho Nor th 
Se a . _\. contri van co is l of t by him which i s timed to r e lea se a deadly e.cti ve 
microbe of plague. Before t his could happen, however, up comes a German sub
mur in e and s in_lrn the sh ip. Lee and Nipper manage to swim for it, r-md ·thon get 
on a largo wooden gro. tin g flo a ting in the sea. Just then a British clostroyo r 
turns up, sinks tho s ub a.nd re scues them. Loe then tr a ces J i m to a li ghthouse 
but th e Ponm2.n agm.n evades him by diving into tho sea i:,,nd makin g off in n bo a t. 
tfost of t he miss ing £150 9 000 is discovered in the li ghthouse p l us some other 
loot Jim had stored there. 

Thes(1 t wo well written and interesting yarns shov1 Jim I s persuasive elo
qu ence and cool cheek beguil i ng whol o aud i ences of prominent people into buying 
bogus shares ex1d his ruthlessness in planning for Lee and Nipper to bo left 
holpl oss on a plague ridden ship. ( t· d 119) con inu e on p age 

·------·- .. ·-·-·---~·-·-·---·--··----·---·------·--·-·--------·-·--
AlifS'./ERS TO PICT~DJ:z (P a ge ll4). 

1. Wingate 11. Fish 
2. Loder 12. Tubb 
3. Redwing 13. Walker 
4. Potter 14. Scott 
5. Locke 15. Rake 
6. Twigg 16. Fry 
1. Hilton 17. :Dabney 
8. Pr:i .c0 18. Myers 

9. Nugent 19. Morgan 
10. Singh 20. Carr 

·--- -------------· 
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In no . 66 a srunplo of J"im 1 s c.::-u.olty has lfolson Loo tied to th e sails of an 
oln. wind mil l 9 whic h 9 when turn cd 9 would crash him against a lar ge rock. Nipper 
comes to the r escue at tho critica l r'.10rnent but Ji m escapes 9 aga in minus tho l oot. 

Another very good tale with a reall;'J· amusin g opening chaptor is in No. 72. 
Jira hears of a supposed tr0~sure buri ed under an old Marte llo tower, and to get 
Nelson Leo out of the way, sends hi m a parcel bomb., However , dog chas i ng ant 
caus i ng postm an to slip on houscm, dd 1 s soapy floo ::.', sends said parcel into housc
maid I s bucket of water, so all's well. Latcr 9 Ji m, losing his t emper for once 
attacks Leo with knifo 9 but is thvmrted by lifippor. We then have a miniature 
naval batt l e, a seaplane chnso 9 Ji o mo.king off by c~r, same car crashin g and Ji m 
es cap in g but onco more minus l oot, 

No. 74 has another uniqu e pl ot . Ji ~ kidnaps Sir Oswald llas tin, a ~ea lthy 
man9 i npersonates him and then "dies " to a ll a::;,pearances, by means of a drug, 
leav i ng a fo r ged will i n which t he Mastin jewels are beq uea thed to a confederate. 
Lee tr a ces Jim t o th e St. Cl ement's Caves near Hastings and af t er being left 
he l pl ess to di e in th o caves, escapes by Nip pe r's a id and manages to a rrive at 
t.ho safe d0pos i t just as Jim an d his confodo r at o emor go tn th t he jewels. Resu l t 
- Jim is clapped i nto gao l once more 9 onl y t o es cape l ater. (The caves a r c stil l 
t bere - J. W.). 

No. 78 marks a mil estone in th e story of ~i m the Penman 9 for 9 in th i s, h0 
teoms up with Professor Zingravc fo r th o first tim e. Wo have a host of oth er 
ch ar a ct ers inclu ding Eileen Dar e, Douglas Cliff ord and his wife , (Zingr avo 1 s 
dnug ht or) and Sidney Bradford, th o crook ed so lici tor feu tur od in th e Eil een D:'}.r0 
stories. It i s the first Xmas number of t he Nels on Lee and runs for 64 pages 
(a ll for 2d 0 ) 0 Space prev ents me from giv in g full detai ls of the story but the 
t wo arch crooks only just escape r et ributio n in tho end . 

No. 80. In this Jim turns pir ate . He ste a ls 9 o:f a ll thi ngs, a yach t, and 
holds up a cargo boat in th e Atlantic and "lifts" a lo ad of valuable minerals. 
Lee sets out in chase i n a submarine , overtakes t he stol en yacht and capt u res Jim 
and th o loot. The Ponrrw.n mn.nagos to e sc ape once mor e, by get tin g through a port
hol e and diving into the sea . (This porthole must have boon l ar ger than th o ones 
I have soo n - and I' ve soon a few!!). I cannot s ay how he wns rescu ed as tho 
nert story in lifo. 84, '1Tracked to th o Trenches" , is one I have , unfortun a.to ly 9 
never managed t o obtain . 

In No. 94 Jim appears again 9 this time i n the role of the Panto m Monk of 
:Montressor. He plans t o get hold of a va lu ab l e collection of go ld ornaments and 
plate 9 almos t priceless . After many advent ur es 9 one of which r es ul ted in Lee 
being cast into a deadly mire 9 and rescued by Ni pper, and ano t he r where Ni ppe r is 
buried in a tunnel and is re l eased by Leo, J i m escapes aga i n 1 but this time with 
th G lo ot. 

No. 99, the l ast of th e ori ginal Ji m the Penman series, g i ves us his most 
ambi t i ous scheme of a ll i bu t whic h f ails and l eads to his downfall. Jim sells 
the Montr essor go l d to fellow crooks 9 but while attempting to melt it dovm9 one 
of th em get s badly burnt. Th ey kid nap a Dr. Mell borne to att end to hi m, but the 
doc t or afte r t his 9 escapes and en lis ts Nelson Lee's ai d t o so lv e tho mystery. 
Lee tr aces tho t hieves den and so recovers the treasur e . Ji m th en enters th o 
scone and manages to decoy Lee and Nip per to a cottage on th o f rin ge of Hendon 
ae r odrome . He th en casts t hem into a well filled wi th ten f eet of wate r and sets 
fire t o th e cott nge ove rh ead . Just n furt her s ample of his callous r uthlessness. 
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He then sets off to ste ~1.l a willion pci.J.:.1.ds no rth of bullion which is on a train 
to Liverpool en route to the U.S.A. By means of forgery :right and left, Jim 
manages to get the train sent to Liverpool six hours earlier than it should have 
dQne, and put into a siding. He then turns up 2.nd covered by further forged 
authority, commences to ur.1011d the gold,. However, Loo nnd }Tipper ere rcloasod 
from their predicrunont by :i.ucal cott age rs c,nd by flying to Liverpool in Loe' s own 
plane, a rri vc at the sid.i.ng ct tho crucial moment. Jim makes a run for it and 
manages to get in Lee's plane and talce off. Being too hurried 1 he stalls the 
plane and crashes. When the wreck is examined, the Penman is found badly injured 
and helpless. So, ,tt last, ho is safely in tho hands of :uotribution, and wo 
como to the end of a really splendid series. 

Tho second part, cs it wci·e, of the Penman story is, inmy opinion, not 
nearly so good. , being tre nted piecemeal. In Nos. 167 /169, we rcc.d how Zingrave I s 
Circle of Terror engineer Jim's osc~pc from a prison near St. Frank 1 s. He 
sholtors, disguised, in a cott, ..-, .. go on Bannington M.oor, but Nelson LGo ge ts on tho 
t:rack and Jim is ultimately recaptured. In No. 169 9 by tho way 9 wo ro ad of tho 
frunous Handforth in bis first a.xploit as DJDe .. tour detective. 

In Nos. 489 to 496 aro short stories fonturing the Penman. Re oscepes 
from prison again Md enters on a campnign of revenge against those who wore 
concerne d in his sentence and imprisonment. Jlilr. Justice Dornington who was tho 
judge at his tri a l 9 tho prosecuting counsel, Sir Rodney Mars hall, K.C., Col. 
Tuti.llbank

9 
gove rnor, and chief warder Hulton of Po:rtmoor prison, also Chief 

Detective Inspector Lennard of tho Yard a rc all the butt of Jim's onmity. 1~b.y 
Lennard should appear, I don't know, because in the original series it was 
usu a lly Inspector Morley who WA.S involved. 

The above appeared in 1924 ana. eight years v.ere to pas s before we heard 
of Jim again. In the second new series 102/105 he appears, again allied with 
Zingr avo, but after only four weeks is again cap tured. As I said before, tho 
la.tor stories never roe .. chod the standard of thos e oo.rly ones. 

On consi (lerat ion, I think E. S. Brooks created c. very notable character in 
Douglas J;:,,mos Sutcliffe, who 9 without doubt, was one of ·l;ho most amazing rogues 
in schoolboy fiction. 

I vrould li ke to say that I hope my notes on Jim tho Penman hc.vo proved of 
intorost to all Nelson Leo fans. The o~rly numbers aro 9 I k:now9 very scarco and 
probably very few people have re ~d any Jim stories since tho tim e of publication, 
so I trust my little ef fort hf' .. s succeode<l in rocnlling some long for go tten 
stories to those v.rho took the Nelson Loo in tho enrly days . May it also remind 
11st. FrEi.nk's" f ,ms that tho lfolson Lee wa.s n jolly good pf' .. pcr long before th nt 
fnmou s sen.t of le arning wo.s thought of. Should any Sexton Blake support ors hn.ve 
deigned to road these notes, perhaps they, too, will appreciate th.at tho ear ly 
Nelson Loo detective stories were ~uitc on n par with those in tho Union Jack rui.d 
Soxton Blake Libr n.ry 9 as t hoy sho ul d be 9 considering moro than ono author wro te 
for all t heso publications. 

I ~ppend hero a list of a.11 papers in which appeared stories fe nturin g 
th e Pennan. I have been unable to g ive r-i;ny notes on those in the Nugget and 
DetectivG Library ns I hnvo novor soon any of them, but our thanks are due to 
Jack Murtagh of New Zealand for kindly turning up and supplying the information 
shewn. 

- .... ·-- --«·- - ... ---- ·-- ··-- ·------ 4--·-- --... ----·-·-- -·-- - ·- -'"""''"_" _____ .. __ 
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Nel~on Lee Library stories ____ .,,. ____ featuring 11Ji m tho Penman" 

(ch~<?.~ by Jack Wood) 

Old 11smo.l l 11 Series 

No. 39 "The Lightning Clu.0 11 No. 66 urhc Mystery of the 10-20 Express" 
No. 42 "The Groat Will Forgery 11 no. 72 "'rho Secret of tho Martello Tower" 
no. 45 "Tho Forged r,farriag0 Linos 11 No. 74 11Th o Caves of Silence" 
No. 49 "Tho Forged Har Orders 11 Jfo. 76 "The. .Affair of t ho Nabob's Jewels" 
No. 51 11The Myste ry of tho Moorn No. 78 11.11. Christmas of Pcril 11 

No. 54 11Tho l\:Iyst.ory of tho Mail Van 11 No. 80 11A Mid-Atlf.1nt ic i\ITyst ory 11 

No. 59 11Thc Ribbon of Light 11 No. 54 "Tr acked to the Tr enches 11 

No. 62 11Tho Amazing Case of tho Lost Mo. 90 11lli:onn tho 1Hiscr 11 

Explorer" No~ 94 11Tho llionk of 11ont r csso r 11 

No. 64 11Tho Pl a gue Ship " No. 99 "Tho Mystery of t ho Grey Car 11 

Featuring St. Fr~ s and J'im tho Penmen 

No. 167 "The Moor House ifiystory 11 No~ 168 11The Cottcgo on tho Moor 11 

No. 169 "Hund.forth - Dotcctivo" 

Short sto ri es fe aturi ng Jim but not St. Fr ank's 

lJo . 489 11Th0 Groen Flash 11 No. 493 "Tho I:a."'l from Hoadquartcrs 11 

lfo . 490 11Pr ofosso r Zingrave ' s Last Card 11 No. 494 11Tho Scotland Yard :Han's Ordeal 11 

No. 491 11Tho Return of Jim the Fcnman 11 No. 495 11Jim tho Porunan's Great Coup 11 

lfo. 492 11Thc C:.,.so of the Vanished K. C. 11 No. 496 "Nipper v . Jim tho Penman 11 

Fcaturir~~ho l.9nman 1 Professor Zingrc:wo and St. Frank's 

Second ffow Sol'~ 

.No. 102 "Tho Rouse of Socrot s 11 

No. 103 11Th c fuystory of' tho Smuggler ' s 
Cavo 11 

No. 104 11Tho Roturn of Professor Zingr o.vo11 

No, 105 11Tho Cn.pti vos of Crag Houso 11 

Tho Boys' Friend Library ( 4d.) 

Featuring Jim the Penm ~n and Professor Zingrave (not Sto Frank's2 

No. 649 11The G'l'een Tr i r..ngle 11 }fo., 656 '1The Return of Zingrave 11 

(those wero published i n 1923) 

(Ileprints of lfuggot 'i'!ookly ser i es - J. rr.) 

The ll]'ugg_et r/eekly ( 19 20-21) 

(Information supp lied by Jac k }.Iurtagh) 

lfo . 24 11Zin g rave 1 s Nevr li.ll y 11 

No. 25 11Bluo Glass and a Boot l aco 11 

No. 26 11Tb.e Exploit of Zingravo's Army 11 

No. 27 11Tho .Adventure at Henford Gra.ngo 11 

--- ·-----·--""""'_"' .... _" ___ . __ .... _ . .-,_,~- .. ..,,~-·-"''-·"'"'"'-•--""·"" ..... ___ .. _._ .. __ ,,. __ 
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No. 29 

No. 30 
No. 31 
No. 32 
No. 33 

"Th e 

"The 
11The 

IJ.1h o Ilete..2.""~.LLib r .:,,r_y (192.Ql 

(Details s~:p-pli ed by J·a ck. J\.'it~~b1,~) 

Return of Jim ~b.e ?e11m0,n No . 34 ''Tho Gol den F'ootb a ll Co.sk ot 11 

.:. The Sealed Hoom 11 No. 35 11Nol son Loo in Lan c ash ir o 11 

Forged Tr ea ty 11 No. 36 11Ni pp or ' s Coup' 1 

Death Cha ir 11 lfo. 37 11Jim t ho P enman 's P ar i s Coup 11 

11Nel son Loo i n th e Potteries 1
' No. 38 urhc Lr..st Bout 11 

rnrhe ii.f:fair of t he no,ooo 
Platinum Thoft 11 

And ther e , as fa r a s I know, are a ll tho stories where Jim was fea ture d . 

I n conclusion may I wish al l those who h ave k indl y waded t hrou gh my screed, 
the complim cmts of t he sea.son , and g o od luc k in 19580 

I will s i gn off by quot in g Jim ·t he Penm an 's own words to He l son Leo in No. 
99 old s eri es Nels on Lee Librar y - Page 22 , r ola -lii ve to hims e l f 

" Chock for th e mos t pa rt - sh ee r a ud P.cit- .y. . Auda city, my de a r Loe, has 
b ee n my s tr ong po int. I ha ve chock enough for an ythin g ." 

******************************************************************************** 
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THE PROPRIETOR .M,i'D 
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THE JOl-,N CREASEY 
ny J .\ CK :;oon 

* * * 

STORY 

Recently I :pic ked up tv.ro n ow paper - backed J ay Books i n whic h tho lator 
pages contained advort i smncmts for future iJUblications. .funong t hem were severa l 
by John Cr easey, one of my favourite authors and t he writ er of tho particular 
books I was roo.ding 9 bt.t t·wo names 9 J ercmy York and Norman Doane struck mo as 
most unfnmiliar in th e ir contex t . I t herefore d ecided to put tho m11ttor to the 
t ost , and. 9 at tho same ti roe9 to solve n. lon g-standing problem of my ovm - did 
Hr . Crea. s oy w:ri te th o Nigh t hrnvk series :1t-tribut od to John Br cc..rl cy in t ho Nel son 
Loe Librn.ry? I may add th o.t tho ed it or of th e N. L.L. stated t he:t John Bro o.rloy 
wc.s n ot Ed,,y Se c.rl os Brooks. 

Howeve r, by r eturn of post c ame n most ch a r mi ng l ett er f r om !Ir. Cro asoy
7 

who snys 9 "Ho 9 I didn I t r oo.cb tho heights of Nel so n LoG. iLtid i t must be fifteen 
y ea rs since I di d a Bla~e, but how v a luable th ey wer e i n t hose days whe n broad 
nnd butt .or wo.s th o first objocti vo . 11 

11I ge t as much kick ou t of wr itin g too.ay a.s I di d years ago ,, .\rni just as 
much kick out of heari ng from r eado rs 9 to o. '' 

Evon mor e interosting 9 howovor 9 arc I!lir. C:ronsoy ' s enclosuroso First
9 

a 
co~p l oto lisv of books written under his vnrious pon-n oinos 9 which ho w:ritos 
"will nmuse y ou". Personally, I think th e verb shou ld. be 11e.mazo 11

0 Her o is tho 
su':llil~risod list:-

As J op.n Crct:.s ey - 36 Toff stori es; 21 of Ins }?octor i7ost; 30 !lcp t. Z 
novels; and 19 Dr. r a lfroy y~rrts . 

As r.iich ae l Rs,lli da y - 33 novels. 

As Anthony ~fort on - 31 s tories of 'i'ho Baron. 

As JoE._omy..1£.rk - 19 ~ystery n ov e l s . 

il.s Gordon J·tshe - JJ s t ories of 11Rock 11 Dr.,wlish . 

As Non".lmi :Jo~ne 21 mystery stories. 

:.s Poter ti:::?nton 12 thrillers. 

l~s Richa rd 1'!:art in - 2 mysteries. 

AR ,J .J. Marie - 3 "Gi deo n of t::i.e Yard 11 stori e s. 

!E....!3x Ril ey - 14 i.il'esterns. 

£~ lilli am K. Reill y - 13 Weste rns. 

and As Ken Range..!.. - 2 rrost o rns. 

:2resi:, comment on some of th ese works by ~iother auth ors 11 incl udes "Since 
he won £1 9 500 wit h th e first Baron book, ,~nthony Morto n 's stories of this groc>.t 
ch a ract e r have been translated into nine dif fe r en t l angu age s"; Je,romy York vms 
once de cl a r ed 11to have boa:l;on th e fi e ld when Agatha Christie was a runner"; ----~· ... -~----,..._ ..... __ ..., __ ., ______________ ._ .... __ ... _,.._~,-·,..,.. .. __ .. ___ , ____ _ 
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11Patrick Da,wlis h now known cs :aock, is ono o:f t ho gr0ntcst B:ri tish thriller 
heroes, in d ir oct lino cf descent fr om Bull dog DruJllmond11; Michael Halli day "is 
an i mpossible bedfellow for doproosion"; rcter l:J.&1ton is th o "nearest c>,pproach 
I've met t o IldgQ,r \foJ.l o..ce"; nnd 11e.notho r tribute to Mr. Doan ' s i magi na tion and 
doxtor i ty 11

• 

Tru ly, as his motto says, Cre asey books a re on to p of the world, and this 
forme r Sexton Bl ake 11uthor has g on e a very lon g way since the Toff (no r e l at i on 
to Talbot) esteb li shed hi s nnme as a noveli s t. 

lie was born ia Sur rey in 1908 , th e year which a lso witn e ss ed th e birth of 
13illy Bunt:e r 9 and · l eft a London school a t 14 with t he ambition to writ e for a 
living; his f .:u:nily told him not to waste his ti me! 

In 1932, 700 r e jection slips of eve r ything fro m books to blank vorse 
In.tor, bis f i rst book was :published. It so l d 518 cop ie s. To date he has hnd 
publi shed ov er 2-! ti mes as many b ook s as Ddgnr i"r1.ll ac e , with ne a rl y 2,000 
different ed iti on s i n Fr en ch, Italio.ns Ge~~a n, Dut ch, Norweg i an, Swedish, 
Span is h, Portuguese, Afrika ans, Po li sh, Czech, Russ i an and Roumnnic...n. 

He trD.voJ.s thr 00 months in ev ery ye o.r, and spends s ix mont hs every third 
or fourth y ea r i n America whore he i s tho first Eng li shman to be ol oct od t o tho 
B0c rd of J\,:,ystery ':,{ri tors of .Americ a and the onl y Eng lish member of rieste rn 
'l!ri tors of Americ a.. He was t he founder-ch a ir man of th o Crime 1ilri t. ors ' Associa
ti on i n t his country. 

Now h e o,ms a li torary agency 9 pub lish es a month l y mystery magazine, o.nd 
a firm devoted chiefly t o pape r -back edit ion s of h i s books. 

:,.non not working ( l) h o is co mpl e t e ly r e l axed. He wei ghs 240 pounds 9 

docsn I t drin..'k: a lco hol, gave up smok in g fiv e years ago (his da il y cigareete 
r .1ti on v,as at one t i me 65) 9 a.nd l oves family, photography, motor i ng, tr ave l 11 
pGopl o ,-,ho r ead thrill er s, crick e t, the films - and work! 

Hr. Crea.sGy, who rec en tly came si xth out of 137 in a nation a l po p ul a ri ·t y 
contest among cri me wri tor s , began writing thrill ors bec au s e h e en joy ed re ading 
th em, and stil l enjoys tho r ead in g and th o writin g~ 

The ori ginal re ason for us i ng s eve r a l pe n names, ho wr it es in ono of his 
monthly mngazines, was on e of hunger. Ho cou l dntt sell enough books under his 
own name, but :publi shers wer e happy to t ruce others under pse ud onyms . Soon ho 
began to find othe r g r e::it adva.n t a-sos . Ho coul d attem pt to writ e i n d i fferent 
s tyl os and diff e r ent typos of story o Tho Bar on books by Anthony Mort on became 
a much grante r succ ess in tho f irst fow years tho.n th o Toff , a lthou gh the Toff 
hus overha u le d t ho Baron t oday . 

"I' m sure of one thing : t he use of my pen names has he lp ed me to keep 
a f rosh outlo ok , v;hich i s vital in writing stori es of inci de nt and action". 

Yet th o same adva nt age s br i ng th e ir own p r ob l cms 9 f or nove l s a r e not 
usually wr it ten i n a few oda. moments. Th ey tako time. In r ep ly to a r e ce n t 
quory abou t spy stories, :Mr. Cre as ey su gges ted that tho l ack of concont:ra.tion by 
modorn wr iters on the spy sto r y wa s not becaus0 it h ad l ost its appeal . His ovm 
Depa rt ment Z stori es s e ll n.s many a s th e Toff and Inspector ivest 9 but v10rld 
evonts move ve ry swif·tly, and the auth or is n ever sure t hat his the me mc.y not be 
11d11tod '' bJ pub lic ati on ti me. 

·-----·-- --- ----- ··---· ------- ·--·-··-- .. -······--·------ ·--- -
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When h i s Dept . Z stor;v Tho Black Spi de r s was pub li shed 1 5 months o..ft e:r ho 
v1r ote i t , t ho troubles i n Cypr us 9 i7her o t ho s t or y is set, wore s till unsolved; 
i f they had b oon t ho story ' s t o:pi c:-..lit y wou l d h:1.ve boo n lost . Novo rt he l ess , :ilTr . 
Cr o11sey echoes my own op i ni on th~t 11a good spy yarn t akos a l ot of boating 11• 

1\Ir . Creasey wri tes, ·too , t ha t lie does no t dr aw his cha r acte r s from l ife . 
For one thi n g there i s a l a...-, of li be l! The sec r et of cha r ac te r dr aning is not, 
he fee l s, i n wr it ing about peop l e one kn ovrs, but i n maki ng t ho charac-ters do 
tho k i nd of th in g which ono's fr i ends do . "Rave them say t he same k i nd of 
th in g , suffe r the same k i ncl of r eac t io n in omor gon cy , be s ca r ed , e l a t ed, have a 
co l d in the nos0, ge t i rr it abl e, ev en pig - headed. . Inspecto r Wost was born 
bocuase I wanted a work i ng hero ra t her t han a gl amour b oy. I' ve a strong f oo l 
ing t hat the day of t he much la r ge r than li fe he r o i s end in g , but I hope i t will 
survive at l east as l on g as th e Toff 11• 

'I'o anyone who woul d li ke t o de l ve more d eep l y t han my space a ll ows into 
tho mot i ves and aims of Mr. Croa s ey ' s stories , I wou l d r ef e r hi m or her to tho 
admi rable fo r eword t o t ho au th ort s omni bus vo l ume, Fo ur of t ho Bost . There , 
c l ear l y and un oq_ui vocab l y 9 rlr . Creasey sets ou t h i s own t Gst ru:nont . Ho encls; 
"I don ' t know whotho r it s b or n i n us, or whethe r i t i s c rea t ed t hr ough our job, 
but I am q_uit c sure t ha t man y c ri me wri te r s - s coffed at and scorned t hough the 
i de a may be - f i nd t he c r i me s t or y a hi gh l y mor a l one , of ri gh t aga i nst wrong 
wi t h r i ght triumphan t i and a ll exa ctl y P.S it sho ul d be i n th o end " .. 

A f i t ti ng on d t o t he ea rl y ch ap t e r s of The Cr easey St or y 9 I f ee l . J1ay 
t h e future ch ripte r s be eq_u o.ll y fasc i nat i ng ., 

******************************************************************************** 

WANPED: Si ng l o cop i es or Boun d Volt unes of the fol l 0>n.ng numb er s:- "Champi on" 
f r om N·o. 130 t o No. 340; "Tri umph" from No., 1 t o No. 190; "Plu ck " f r om no. 78 to 
97 (Las t Series); "Rocke t 11 from No. 78 t o No. 87 ; "Tr i umph Annu a.1 11 19 38. Pl ease 
wr i to stat i ng pri co want .ad to: -

R.J o NcCAliTHY 5 WE.l1 LANDS, AUGATIIBLLA, QUEENSL!.ND, i\.UsrF.ALIA. ___ . .,.._,. __ ~- ... ~-·----.. --.. - ·-· .... -··--""-·---.. ·--·~· ... ---·-----_,. .... _______________ _ 
jyA-t_Il1]£Dg 110.Gnots 9 G0ms 9 o.11 years b ut p r o 19 35 prefe r ab l y; Holi de,y Annuals, 
S. O.Ls . (Gr oyfr i ars stories ). lilly condition cons i de r ed bu t pri ce must be 
r easo nable . 

--- ·---... -- ----- -- --·- - ..,. - --- _____ .,.,~ .. ..--.... -_ ... ____ ,._ ... ___ ... _ ..... ,,,_ ... _____ _ 
W.ANTED: Sexton Bl ake Li bs . 1s t and 2nrt. Series . ;,:ny numbers . Rousonablo prices 
:pa.id . Al so Uni on Jacks 19 17 t o 1933; Boys t Fri end Li bs . 1st Ser ies lfo,. 669 
2nd Ser i Gs No. 79 . 

JOSI E PACI<li.i'.lr, 27 ARCHD." .. LE ROJJ), E.i .. sr DULWI CH, LONl.Jmr, s.E. 22 ,, 
_,... _____ ,...,_ .... ____ .. __ _ 

'r·. w. POH.l'ER, 01] FIELDS , CORNGBEl\.VES ItOii.D, GRADLEY HEATH, sr :.FE'S. 

·- ····-·--··----~-------·-··-.. ~··--"-·-----·---- ·-·-~-----·--------



Page 126 --- --- --~- ... ------·- -·-··----·---··· ...... -........ ~ ............ _.._ .................... __ .......... -- ..... - ... -... -·- .. ·-·-·~·-·---... --

THr- PREFECTS OF ST. FRAt\JK'S 
By J ii.CK WOOD 

I first got tho icl.c:-1. for t hi s art icl e from rending a C. :D. a rticl e somo 
t-ime ago on t ho p r ofocts of G:rcyfr i o.rs ; so far e..s I know t he subject i n so far 
ns it rol ntos to St . J i1!l's or Rookwood has not been tackled. i~t the risk of 
br i ng i n6 clown upon me th0 wra t h of the Hamilt onians at my i gno r ance , I am going 
to sugg0st thnt a.nyon0 try i ng t o dea l v,i th t he subject of tho prefects of Sto 
Frank's has go t a much harder t ask tho.n the writer ab out the Humiltoni an equivn.
lent. Not because Edwy Searles Brook s painted on a much broader c .:::.l'lvas, but 
because he did over the years picture t he St . Fr ank 1 s Sixth Formers, and 
espec i a ll y t he prefec t s, in a f ar gr eater de t ail . 

I contend t hat any reader of th e Nel son Lee Library over a per iod 
na turally more so in the case of the r eader of the viihole Library - had a much 
deepe r sense of wha t the los se r li ghts of the St. Frank 's p r efects ' roo ms , such 
as Wilson, Conroy maj or 9 Paynej Biggloswa.de 9 Frinton, Carlile 9 and Parkin looked 
li ke , and bow th ey b ehaved, than they ho.d of Sykes 9 Bancro ft, Gray, Webb, 
Fau l kner, Hnmmersley, Tremaine, Bake r, Dic k in so n 9 Brayne and Tres ham.f r om Grcy
friars, St . Jim ' s and Rookwood. 

So fa r as I know, on ly one St. Frnnk' s prefect was 0v er sacked, n amely 
tva.lt or Starke , though Guy Sincl :.1.ir vms once 11on t he way " but w~.:.s pardoned at the 
l ast moment. Cert a inly, no St. Frnnk's pr efe ct was over ki ll ed off . No, I 
think q_uit e s inc o1·el y that th e de line a ti on of the St. Frank's prefoct orial body 
we,s cffec ti vcly done , not ju st in o. s1)e ci;,,l series, but during t he stor i es as a. 
whole - and t hat, aga i n, is what the Nel son Lee Libr ary was; a compreh ensive 
history of St. ii'ran..1<:' s in which tho v arious series wer e close l y int erwoven in 
the general patte r no 

Though Nippe r ancl Co, and th e Remove gene r a lly, played th o l oad in g roles 9 

as they had to do to meet publishers I dem.:i..nds, th e reader 11vas alvmys conscious 
of th e t eomi ng life of a gr oat publ ic s chool going on outside tho Il.emovc. Tho 
Fourth , the Fifth, t ho Thircl, and also t ho Si xth wer e a l ways comin g into thG 
stories by design or by i mplic at i on 9 and as the non-co mmissioned off i ce r s of 
t his vast a rmy of schoolboys tho pr efects woro nover v0ry far away, oven af ter 
the expansion of St. Frank's from t v;o to four r es i dont i c l Houses . 

From the prefects, who took t hei r ovm cue from the Housemas t ers, the 
j uniors t ook their examp l e . The Houses t ook t he ir tone, as th ey do in any r ea l 
l ife schoo l 9 from t heir r u l e r s. Thus the Ancien t nnd West Houses were th o li ve
li es t and most progressive, be cause in thoir Housem a.sters and House prefects 
they had tho ac tiv e gu id anc e; t he liiodern House was l ess li ve l y because its 
l eaders, thou g h .lbl e 7 wore l oss d i st i nguished; whil e tho East Houso was a poor 
specimen as a re sult of th o weak l oad giv en by it s Houscmastor and prefects. 

Let us, then, examin e the pos iti on in more detail, 

Fir st, and this i s 9 perh aps, not. o.n unimportant fac t or, e nominal r oll 

------ · - ·· ·-· ... - -...... -~ -- -.... p-.......---......... -- -·-.,.--.... -..... ------- -··--· ---
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shows that al l tbe prefects of St. Frank! s made t he ir f i rst appearance in the 
stories BEFORE the enlargwent of the school i nto four mai n houses. Edga r Fenton 1 
Art hur Morrow, Si mon Kenmore , Hobart Con roy and GGorge ".Tils on wer e al l there 
fr om th e start ancl were menti oned in the first sc ore or so Nels on Lee Libr ar i es; 
a ll v,er e in th e Ancien t Hous e, t hough Fenton was or i gina lly spoken of in th o 
first St. Frank ' s story as being in t he Coll ege House and as school captain. 

It was i n lfo. 187 t hut the f ir s t College House p r efe cts are ment ioned 
Y!alter Reyno ld s,_ Haro ld Carlile, Cyril Jcsson, and Pe rciv a l Hill s . Haro l d 
Frinton ( i~nci on t House ) c .. ,.mo a l ong in 196, and af t e r th a t there i s a break until 
485 when Augustus Parkin (College House) i s menti oned , nnd 516 when Guy Sincl a ir 
(r.lodern House) c.ppea rs for the f irs t ti l'!lG. Charles Payno (tiodcrn) and David 
Biggleswndo (llllci en t) appea r in 523 and 524 r espoctivolye 

i.ia lter Starke, the l i .. x1ci ent Hou se prefect, was an 11origina l 1
\ being men

ti oned with Kenmore in 114 9 bu t he was cx:pe ll ed in 21 1 when his vill ainy came 
homo to r oost . 

I n th e ear l y stories, Stcrkc and Vernnor c were th o l oad in g r otto r s and 
bulli os 9 and i t was in the famous Myster iou s X s eri e s t ha t we had tho 11socond 
fcature 11 of t ho b attle for mor a l s upr emacy between t he juni o r s ond t he Bulli es' 
Lot~guc.. Sto r ko 9 Kcnmo r e 9 Jessen and Nill s were the leaders of th e bulli es 9 and 
it is i nterest in g t o note th at Filson was one of th e weakor -min dod seniors ·1,ho 
went 11a lon g with the crowd 11; Frinton was another 9 and, i ndeed 9 narro wl y escaped 
expuls i on for hi s role i n the major th eme of tho s t ori es . Lat er Nilson and 
Fr i nton v,ero to bocom0 "dec en t types 11 who could claim a r egu l a r pl a ce in tho 
first te tun. 

i:.rthur Hor r ow was so mething more t han a Gwynne to Fe nton t s · ;"in gate, a 
Dar r e ll to his Kildare, or a :Neville to his Bulke l ey . He was a strong l y de 
l in eated personclity, capab le of very d ecis iv e act ion when it was demanded. If 
l1.nyone do ubts t his l et h i m re ad th e very powerf ul se ri es in whi ch lio rr ovr is a t 
lo ggerho&ds ,lith Guy Sincl air af t e r be in g doDosod fro m his c aptainc y of tho :::est 
House by Sinclair, who has successfully blackmail ed Iir. Sto kes int o agree in g to 
Sinc l ai r's transfer from the Eas t House. Those were stirring times, but they were 
not Sinc l a ir' s first l oad in g rol e . He had taken th o l oad in g par t s ome time 
earlier 9 ju s t n.fter t he a rriv a l of th o famous Willi am lfap ol eon Br owne who had 
p r omptly proc oodod to i nte r est Fenton and Nor rm v in th e desirab ilit y of maki ng 
t he c ric ket c l ev on3 more r cp r eoentnt iv e by the i n clu sion of juni or s ,,h o wor e good 
enough to p l ay ., 

In t h i s ;bat tl e to brin g Sto Frank's into li ne with modern th ou ght by the 
p r ovis ion of throe new e l evens, Sinclair was dropped by Fenton who caug ht him 
swi gging whi sky before a match . Before we la1ew whore we wer e, the seniors were 
i nvolved in a first class House b a·t;tle, a ll the hlodorn Hou se sen i or s, un n.ware 
of th e r eal r eason for Fe ntont s ~ction 9 bacldn c up Sincl n.ir und r efu sin g -to pluy 
in th e t erun. The ro w9 of course, s1'lread to tho r ank ru1d fil e of t ho t wo Houses 
with disast r ous results . 

I n tho t vm ser i 0a I 1v e just ment io ned, th e ch a r ac t e r s of tho t h ro e l ee.ding 
f i gures 9 Fenton 9 11orro w and SinclA-ir arc drawn with ski ll and conviction. There 
i s depth 9 and a rea l knowl edge of the char~cte r of senior boys. 

In later series 9 of course, Kenmore had a le ad in g rol e aga in when he was 
involved with th e Blue C:rusn.ders and posed as his own bro th er after the enforced 
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disappearance of Fn.tty Fow1~.es t the Blues' goa li e who wo.s thought to have killed 
Kenmore. Af t en7o.xds 9 Kanmore wa s a much more restrained cha r acter. 

Yet whi l e f ir st one :prefe ct and th en another is t rucing the l oad 9 the 
support in g cc.st is never neglected. Often tho others a.ro mentioned in circum
stances which underline th ,Jir already es t ablished ch ar acters. More the.n once 
Font on and other pr efects go on the holidny trips with Lord Dorrimore to provide 
more 11old or ly 11 solidity and balance in adventurous si tun.tions; oft en the good 
nntu r od Biggy or 11Fe.tty 11 Po.yne a.re taken adva.ntl'.,gc of by juniors in detention or 
left in their ch "'.rgc; n.nd it vms Fenton, l\1orro w :md Bigg los wa.do who went to tho 
Dotecti vo Acnd.emy as junio r masters. 

I suppose 9 however 9 that F9nt on was never 9 if ever 9 better port rayed than 
he wa s in the celebrated P:ccfoct 's Uncle series when h i s youthful uncle, Robert 
Chestor 9 co.me in to the Remove and p:r.·ovod to bo a fitting companion for th0 giddy 
11blades'', with disastrous results for nGphow Edgar. Tho basic t heme, of coursc

9 
der i ved from a. femous 'ilodchouse novel, which I once cheri shed among my favourite 
possoss i ons 9 but now 9 unfortunately, cannot fin d. Tho development, however, was 
pure Brooks , and mystery and adventure 9 oven a little deftly-handl0d roma.ncc, al l 
had th eir share before Fonton 1 s honour was vindicntod ond h0 was saved fro m 
OXJ?Ulsion. 

Th a t series br oug ht tho first New Series to a clos e and paved tho ,;my to 
tho rapid disintegrat i on of St. l!'rank's a.s we heel known it in its heyday . In 
tho four House d ays 9 of course, the prefects wore divided into smaller groups 
th an they hn.d bo~m in t ho t wo House period. Fenton, Wilson, Con:roy and Bigg l es
wo.de remained in the Ancient House, whi le Morro w (c aptoin) and Frinton moved 
next door to t he \7est House . 

Reyno l ds , v,ho had app <1rently 11dis apIJe<1rod" in mid-strerun
9 

reappeared as 
Modern House c~ptm.n, retaining tho services of Ca rlile, Jesson and Mill s. 
Kenmor 0 moved to th e new East Hous e of which Sincl~ir becnroe capta in, ~d Parkin 
and Payne, an ill- assor te d p1:dr - th o formor a 11gny do g " and tho l attor an 
runi ablo 9 corpulent spec i men - wor e their p r ofoc t ori e>.l supporters. 

F'rom ti me to ti me portrait g a lleri es and who's who appeared in t he 
Library. From their mor e succinct information we glean the following about t ho 
Si x t h, whose aver cgo ago wa s given a s 18. 

Edgar Fenton - The capta in of St. Frank's a nd popu l ar v:ith everybody . A thorough 
sportsman to his fing er-ti ps, cith scarcely an enemy in the on ti:r.•o school. JI'i:rrn 
and rosoluto by nature, but abso lut e l y just in all thin gs . Has a younger s i ster, 
ruar ga rot 9 who ie pl ump and jolly 9 and a rogul (~r member of tho cruising holidc.y 
pa rties. Takes life sor i ously, especi a lly sport. Most h andsome senior. 
hlothor ' s mn.i den name Chus t er; fnnlily hai l fr om Shropshire. Eldest of fr:mily of 
14, of which Robert Chos·t;er ii:: youngest . Fenton is sturdy and well set-up. 

_George Wi lson - :'- l earned sort of fellow, and a terror to a ll fags owin g to his 
pass i on for order lin ess. Everything must bo "just so 11 wit h Wil son

5 
and any k ind 

of di sorder makes hi m thoroughly unhappy and mis e r ab l e. A r ea ll y decent follow, 
a good all -r ound spor tsman , and very pop ul a r. A credit to St. Fr a..11k' s. 
1.Jaltor ge:vnol~ - .A.n easy-going sonior .-.ith a mani n f or che micals. I s gener a lly 
to be found in the "Lab " makin g the most dangerous ex1Je:riments, and it is gone :r
a ll y believed i n the school that he wi ll end up by blowing himself to fr agments. 
Sports, though he is good 9 and prefect's duties d isli ked as they keep him away 

-------------~ ·--- ---· ·-- - ·---·---~..,,_._,,_, _____ ...... _...,_...i~ ... -~w~--... -
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from ch eT!li st ry . 

Perciva l lli ll s - One of tho less or hghts of tho Si xth. L senior , .ho keeps very 
wuch to hit:1s e:lf and is so unobtrnsivo t h a t pooplo o.ro li ab l e to forget that he 
exists. :But ho i s quite a doccmt follow in his O\'ln qu i et way. (Noto - This was 
in o. s. 52 1 9 so he ho.d ch a~,g od a lot from t ho ear l y days - J . W.) 

itrthur n or row - Fenton I s closest friend, nnd one of tho most popu l 0,r seniors in 
the school. l\Iorrow is a g enu i ne br ick, good - natured, kindly and a sou...YJ.d. spor ts
mn.n. Ho poss<.:sses n. r a r e gif t of und orsti:mding 9 c1nd hn,sn 1t an enemy. 

Simon Kenmore - filorrow 1 s opposite in almost every r espect. Tho most unJ?opu l ar 
senior in the school. A genu in e rotte r, ill- natured, cu~ning mid crue l. He is 
r es entful an d malicious, and talccs o. keen de li ght in torturing tho juniors. Re
formed to so me erl ent for a tim e , but l a t or resumed forme r bad habits. 

Harold Carlile - An o r dinary sor t of ser.ior 9 neith e r brilliant nor du ll. But he 
is incli ned to be eas il y swayed 9 and can be readily talked i nto doing things 
which his r ea l n a ture re bels aga in st. Unta lly ho i s thorough l y decent. i:ell 
s et -up and inclined to be h andsome. 

Guy l?inc l air - Ono of t ho dand i es of t he Sixth, but with a taste fo r f l ashin oss. 
,~ supercil i ous fe ll ow with a mean 9 vindictiv e nature. Unpopu l ar generally, and 
k it e d. by al l fags. Curiously enough 9 he i s exce ll ent a t most sports, especi a lly 
cricket. 

Hobar t Conroy - An easy - g oing k in d of senior, ag ain neither brilliant nor dull. 
Fair at most spor-lis 9 n.nd popu l a r i n bot h senior and junior schools. Chief hobby 
is avoid i ng two younger brothe rs. Studious , pa rticul a rly clever at maths. Fni r 
at sports . 

Har o ld Fr in ton - .'i. good -l ooking fe l low, wi t h n mistaken i mr>ress i on that he is 
irr esist a.ble to t he l adies . He h.3,s a pas s ion for having hi~; :pho t;ogr aph t a1<:en

9 
und i s r.ilwa.ys presenting then to hi s fri ends, whethe r they want them or not. 
Not ve ry brj_g:C.t so f a r as b r ains go 9 but good -t empered . 

Charles Payne - The f at·t.est fe ll ow in t he s enior schoo l. l'i.l ways happy e.nd smil
ing, he i s exceedingly popular when any soc i ~l gathering is on the board. A 
thoroughly good sort i n every wny~ Excell ent amateur ente rt a i ner. 

Augustus Pnrkin - Kenmore's particular fri0nd 9 !:U'.ld therefore a most u...~pleasant 
f e llow. Ugly n.nd co e.rse 9 ho seems q_uite out of pl a ce among the oth er Sixth
fonners . Unpor,ular with everybody . - even Kenmore's oth er fri ends . E.ul ki ng

9 
br :-1\'my sen i or. Uncouth nnd ill- mann e red.. 

David Bigg l esvmde - The comedi an of the Sixth and the butt of eYerybody' s 
plo as s.ntr i es. Bei ng excess i i;rol y good-natured he never min ds. I s particu l a rly 
;popul a r in the Th ir d ns he nl wnys ti ps h i s fags well 9 an a. h e.s never boon kno vm 
to grumbleo Keen on al l sports. Tall and inclined to be lo ose jointed

0 

9.yril J essen - Usual l y oo itt ed f r om the Por t rait Galleri us . A member of the Ken
mor e frater~1ity 9 a bully and a 11gay dog''• Unpop ul a r vn.t h the juniors bec ause of 
h i s high-h anded ways and to.le-bearing habi ts 0 

Yess indeed 9 I t hink i t may be justly seid that individually and collect
ively th o Profocts of st . Frank's wero a human cr owd, possessing all th o foibles 
and f ailings of tho older teen age r, yet spealcing wit h autho rit y , and

7 
all in all , 

as r c :prosontat i ve a body of prefects as can ·ee mot with anyv,rher e i n schoolboy 
fiction. __________ .. ____ - ....... ' ..... -·----·- ·"'· --~,-_..,. ____ ... ___ . __ ... ~----·---
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The Co[[ecto7/'s· 
WHO'S \X/HO 

Compiled b:'/' HERBERr LECKENBY 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Here's the 11\Tuo~s \~ho 11 back agai n after a yea r' s abse nc e . It in clu d es 

quite a number of new chums and seve r a l ch ange s of address. 

* * * * * * * 
Old Boy' s Book Club Branch e s : Lond on (L); Northe rn (N); Midl and (MidJ; 

Mers eys id e (Mer.). 

* * * * * * * 
Gr oups: 1. Victori an Pap0rs; 2. Early 20th Centu ry; 3. Al dinos; 4. 

Captain 9 Boys Own ?apo r 9 Chums and s imil a r papers; 5. 11Hamilton 11 Pn.pers 9 (e.) 
1':lagnot 9 (b) Gem9 (c) :;:>onny :;:>opular 9 (d) Schoolboys' Own Lib. 9 ( c ) Holiday 11.nnucl; 
6. Sexton Bl .o.kc9 ( a) Union Jack , (b) Sexton Bl a.~e Libr a :ry 9 (c) Detective '\ilockly 1 
7. Nel so n Lee , ( a ) Ne l son Lee Libr ary 9 (b) Monst e r Libr a r y; 8. Bet ween Two \1ar s 9 

(Champ i on, Thril l er, Range r, etc.); 9. Comics; 10. Schoolgirls' Ovvn Libr ary, 
School Friend , Schoolgirls ' Weokly 9 et c. 

Coll e ctors' favouri t .cs appear in ord er of preference. 
* denotes new member . 

Ji.DAM, BASIL, 28 9 Der ire nt St~ 9 Ncwc c.stl e- on- Tyno 9 5. Age 40. Ln.bor1.1,tory Ass ist
ct.nt. Group 5 ( c ),( d) 9 ( c). H~s a~prox i mnt oly 500 bound cop i e s of t ho Magne t • 

. ADLEY, DETIEKJOHN9 100 9 Col es Cr es c ent, Sou t h Harrow, Mi dd l esex . (L). (Ago 30). 
Accounts Sto ck Contro ll e r. Gr oups 5 ( c.),(b); 7 (c.h 6(b); 5 (d ),( c); 6 ( a ) ; 

5 (o); 10; 7 (b). 
ALLEN, LEONARD M. 9 13 9 Viking Cl oso 9 Sou t hbou r ne, Bournemouth . (Age 51). 

Groups 4; 7 (n.); 9. 
1~LLI S0N9 GERt\.LD9 79 Summer fie l d Gl'.r dens 9 Bram l ey, Locds 9 13. (N). Age 52. 

Groups 5 (a),(b)s(d); 6 (b); 9. Would like correspondence on Young Folks 
T·a les (King Pi:9pin) 9 St. Geo r ge ' s Ma.gfl.zin e 9 Chee rio, The Sco ut, Cha.tt erbox and 
Playbox .Annual s . \,;anted for Northern O.B . R.C. Li bra ry, Magn et No. 1393. 

f,LLIS OH, HARY, 29 9 Eden Cr es c ent , Leeds , 4. ( N). (Age 40 ). Bn.nk Clerk. Groups 
5 (a) 9 (d),(e) 9 (b); 10~ . 

AUCKLAND~ CRJ.RLES K. 9 20 9 Chilt ern Rd. , Sheffiold 9 6. (N). Grou ps 7 (o.); 5 (a ), 
(b)9 (dJ9 (c) ; 7 (b)~ 

ABMI'rl:..GE9 TOE 9 205 Batloy Road 9 Alv orthorpe 9 i!c.kcfi c ld, Yorks . Groups 7 (o.); 
5 (b); 9i 5 (n),(c); 6 (a.),(b) ; 5 (d); 7 (b)9 6 (c); 5 ( e ). Int e re sted in 
anyth i ng of the 19 20 pe ri od . Has n specie l likin g for Pen tclow 1 s Twin s from 
T11smD.nin. in Gems. Al s o stories by J ohn Edmund Fo r dwych. 

BiJrnR 9 AllTHONY P. 9 The Vic arage, Reigate, Surrey. 
4; 5 (;:,.). 

(L). Ago 19. Groups 

-·---·· _,.._ ___ ,. ________ , ______ ... __ , .... __ , ... 111.i,_,..,. ........ _._ ........ -~ ........... - ... .. --~- ·------, ... -
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BAKER, CHJ.RLES, 7 rEnr in o Il.r i.ve 9 Wato r:!.oo Port, Co.or:a.arvon 9 Worth \-ic,los. Groups 

5 (b),(a),(c)r 2; 3. Is o.nxious to obtain Boys Horuld Vol. 60 
B.UHCS, CYRIL, 14, :l!'clco to Ave . 9 D::i.lton, Huddorsficld 9 Yorks . (N). (.i'~go 48 ). 

i;age s Clerk. Groups 7 (a) ; 5 (b) 9 (c) 9 6 (b),( n). 
BI1.mcs, GER1'::JlJDE9 14 Folcoto Avo . 9 D2,lton, Huddersfield, Yorks. Housowifo. · 

Group 6 (b),(a). 
BARLO'ii , Ilil.RRY, 37 Crestfield Cr escent , Elland, Jiali fax, Yorkshire. (Age 47)"' 

Printer. Group 5 (a). 
B:C!1lillSELL9 l:'fil}DEfilCK CLIF::rORD9 

11PlY'~tock 9 
11 Ross Ave. 9 Davenport 9 Stockport, 

Cheshire. (.1;;). (1~go 53). 1Lastor '.Jindow Clea.n or. Group 5 (a),(d),(b). 
:BELLJ!'IELD, J.F., 24 Gr uing or's Lano, Cradloy Hoc.th , Stdfs. Groups 5 (a),(b), 

(d),(e),(c); 1 (b). 
:SENNE'11T 9 RL'.{].'l0Nn 9 64 Dudley Tioad 9 '11ipton 9 Staffs. (L). (l.tid.) (Ago 41). Chief 

Clerk. Groups 5 (ri.); 7 (a); 6 ( 3.). 
BENTLEY, J. BREEZE, "Wyvorn 9 " Hnwkesworth Lnn o, Guisolay, Loads. (n). Group 

5 (a.),(b),(d). 
BIL ilJJJ , \:TLFRED, 20 Appleby Place?. Halton Boors Leeds, 15. (N). Age 43., 

Ma chinist. Groups 5 (a),(b),(e;,(d); 4; 6 (b); 1 (a) ; 9. 
BLIGHT, ED'tl.i\.R:07 

1Troneglos 9 
11 12 Trcvu:rthian Rd. 9 St. Austell, Cornv,all. (L). 

(i.",.go 56). Engineer, Retired. Groups 3; 5 (a),(b),(e); 6 (a),(c); 7; 8 
(Thrill e r). 

BLY.l.1HE9 ROBERr CH1.RLES9 2 Oxford :;:>la ce, Press Rd.,- Neasdcn, London, i;r.·., .10. (L). 
(Ago 43). Asst . Stock-kocpor. Groups 7 (a ). 5 (a); 6 (E.S. Brooks stories 
only). 

BOND, H. NiAlJRICE, 31 St. Ise.n Rd. 9 Heath, Cardiff. (Age 45). Commcrcinl 
Librarian. Groups 6 (~11); 5 ( ~ ). 

BRII.DSHl\.VJ, r:. H. 9 227 W. 88th St. , Los i'..ngele s, 3, Calif. , U.S.A. Group 6 (all). 
Part icul ar ly int e rested in early pink cover U0 Js. 

EfuUl'l10li 9 U. LESLIE, 63 Thoresby St. 9 Hull. (L). Commercial Artist.. Group 5 
(a), (o). 

BHDrIIEETON, T.~ )., Ilosk int Chorl ey, Lanes. Groups 2; 1 9 9 .. 
BitlGGS, GODFREY, Tho Dispensary, ~ublic Hosp ital, Rotorua, Now Zealand~ (Ago 62). 

Hospital Dispenser. Groups 5 (b); 2 (Boys' Friond 9 noys 1 Realm); 6 (a); 9 
(Chi pg) . 

*BRU111rRJLL, RONALD ARr1IUR 9 "The Garden House, 11 11Saxonbury 9 
11 St. Mary, s Rd. 9 Long 

Di tton 9 Surrey. (Age 40 ).. Antiquarian Bookseller. Groups l; 4. ?ermanent 
\"/ants : original editions of 1101d Bloods" pro-1870. Especially Lloyd publica,
tions. Any runs magaz ines published by Lloyd. Any annuals in 9 or bindin gs 
containing works by G.A. Henty. . Any Niste1" s Holiday i.nnuals. 

BROMLEY, GEORGD9 
11Holeywell, 11 Estoria 1,vo., \'ligston Magna , Leicester. (Age 36). 

Trade Union Officer. Grou~s 5 (a) 9 (b) 9 (d),(c),(e); 1 (a),(b). 
BRO\°m, R..' .. Th10ND E. 9 54 Longreuch Road, Liv e rpool, 14. (Moro) (Ago 29 ). Groups 

5 ( all) ; 6 ( a ll ) ; 8; 9 • 
BI-WsrERz rJILLil ill HENRY, I'rimrose Cott age , Ston o Le.ne 9 Kinver, Stourbridge, Worcs. 

(Mid.) (Age 51). ?ro:prietor Sheet Eetal Works. Groups 8 (Boys Realm); 5 (b); 
6 (a),(b); 10 (School Friond). To comp lete collection of I'entolow 1 s ·..rycliff e 
and R(.'..ygarth stories J.'eq_uir os B.li' .Ls. 141 9 207 9 518 9 550,555 9 558,593 7 598, 670 9 721 • 
.Also a.nill:ivus t o obtain the Mapleton Rovers series B.F.L. 745,753.,757,761. Also 
B.F.L. 562. 

BHOYIJ, DENNIS, 10 Bean Rd., Bex l ey Beuth 7 Kent. (Age 31 ). Infonnation Officer. 
0:::-oups 5 (a) 9 (b),(d). Is :()articularly anxj_ous to obtain cert ain numbers of 
the Magne t between 1000 and 1300. Also ea:r ly numbers s. o. L. 
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BURft01.i/9 RONALD9 

11Burrowmede 9
11 164 High St . , Yeadon 9 Leeds. (Age 47) . 'Market 

Gardener. Groups 7 (a); 8, 5 (b); 2. Rc~uirodi Nels on Leeds ( old series), 
17d0,78 9 107 ,114 . Gems9 1023 9 1024; s .o .L. 4; Boys Realms (datod 1921) 127 
(dated 1928) 76 to 82; :i:luck (da t ed 1923) 26 to 41..-

BUSH, JOHN WILLL '\M .ALJ!'l1ED9 32 Walden Avo, 9 Chi s l ohurst, Kent. (Age 46). G.~.o. 
Technician. Groups 7 (a ) , 6 (a) 9 (b); 5 (a) ; 8, 

BYF.NE, F.G., 33 Roles Grove , Cha.dwell Hoath, Roroford, Essex. (L). (Age 32) .. 
Schoolmaste r. Grou ps 5 (a),(d),(b),(e),(c); 4; 6 (c),(a),(b). Wanted: Magnets 
1644 9 1645sl646 9 1648 o.nd 1650, S. P. C. 1 to 36 n.nd 38 ,39 9 40. Chums and E.O .?. 
1935 t o 1940 wi th l ong schoo l ser i als . Thanks to London Club ~nd Library. 

c:.RBIN, J\.liTI:IUR ID11IS, 22 rtent .worth Rd. 9 Overslado Estate, Rugby , Warwi cks. 
(AgG 37). n/c Tool Set t er . Qr ou:ps 5 (n ) 9 (b),( d),(c),(e); 6 (b) ,( a) ,(c) ; 
7 ( t',) 9 ( b) ; 8 i 10. 

CAREY 9 JOBN ROBElTI', 41 Aberdeen Rd.? \/est Hartl epool 9 Co. Durham. J oiner. 
Group 5 (a) ,(b ) 9 (d) 9 (c) 9 (e) . 

C.AftTER, Elli'ifEST CRAiiLES9 2 CooJ;>or St. 9 Kingsford, N.s .; ,f., Australia. (11.ge 46). 
Clerk 9 Dept. of Army, E. Commend9 N.S.~ i . Aust r a li a . Groups 7 (a),(b) ; 5 (a), 
(b); 6 (o..11) ; 5 (e) 9 (c),(d); 4; 8 (Thriller, Nugget Lib. 9 Nugget Ueek:ly). 
Require s Nel son Lee s for yea r s 1915-1916 to compl ete set. Also Chums 1892-3-
4-5 ; 1906, 1911 7 1915 9 1916. Good prices pai d ., 

CJ.SE9 FPJ .. NK9 4 Dee St. 9 Liv erpool, 6. (Mer.) (Age 51). Groups 5 (a); l ; 5 (b), 
(c); 2; 3. 

*CH,\.D~.1:CK9 l7ALLACE9 27 Hol yoake Terr., Ulve:r:ston, Lanes . (Age 29). Laboratory 
Technician. Group 5 (a),(d). Has always boen interested i n the Hagnet but 
only been collectin g ab out .n. year. Res about 100 1/In.gnot s and 10 s. O.Ls. Is 
anx ious to obt nin mor e Mngnot :s (1930-40) 2.nd Groyfri ar s S.O .L s . Collocts 
English co in s 9 o.nd antiques gcmer ally. Is a member of tho Round Tab l e . 

CH1illJ3ERS9 W.E., 83 Orme Rd. 9 Bangor 9 nor th V/nl es. (Age 38). Porte r. 
Gr oups - 1.11. 

ClliJJPION, i:.CILLL:\1119 13 Dr ,,yto n Jim.. 9 Ilea.di ng , Ber ks . (Ago 48). Manager , Enginee r
in g :.'or ks. G-r oups 5 (b ); 7 (a); 5 (t>,). 

CHECK.LEY, PEI'ER J., 18 Tarlington Rd. 9 Coundon, Covent-ry. (Age 23). Gro up 8 
( Bull seye , Surpr is e); 5 (b),( d) 5( c) ; 6 ( a ); 7 (a). 

CHURCHILL, CHARLES H., 103 Sidwell St. 9 Exeter. (i'.ge 48 ). Toba cconi st and 
Confectioner. Groups 7 (a),(b); 6 ( c ), St ill needs Nelson Lees ( old ser i es) 
15,16,?7531/3, 73~7 6/ 7? 80/ 1 i84/6,88/90 , 92/5 , 98 ,1 02, 11 3,110. 

CLOUGH, \T.ILLilill H. 9 3 Font h ill Grove, Sale, lfanchestc r. (Age 56)0 Telephon e 
Engin eer. Groups 3; 29 6 ( a ) ; 4 . 

COLBY9 VIaI' Oil Em:iIB.Il 9 8 Boro sford J..ve. 9 Loverly Hi ll s, N.s.;_ 7. 9 J~ustral i a. 
(Aco 40) . Chart ered Engineer·. Gro up 6 ( a ll). Socks a ll pape r s, bound or 
l oos e , wi th Sexton Bl ake sto ri es, a rticlos or se ri a.1 inst a lme nts 9 par ti cularly 
S . B. L. 2nd ser i es, 243, Penny Popul ar s 9 1st se ri es 3,9 9 13,27 9 30,51 and 69. 

COOK, JACK, 178 Ila ri a St., Benwel l, NGwcast l e- on~rync, 4. Group s 7 ( a ); 5 (d), 
(n); 9, Requ ir es Gr oyf'ri a r s an d St. Jim's S .. O.Ls. Also Rookwoods , 4 numbers 
on l y . 1-l"ol son Lees, offers t wo Magnets for one s.o.L. Has Magnets, B.F.L. 
4d 's , Ald i nes 9 Rolid ~y Annua l s for oxchange for s.O.Ls . S .A .E. p l oase. 

COOK, JliMES Ii . 9 32 Pilgrims Way, 1.iembley, JJi cldlesex . (J\.gc 49 ). Film He c or ds 
Cl ork. Gro up 7 (a), (b). 

COOK, TI01ULD9 190 Crowboro ugb. Rd,, Tooting Bee, London, s. '.i. 17. (Ago 35). 
Groups 5 ( a) ,(b),(d) 9 (c),(o); 8 ( nnngo r, Surprise , Bulls eye) . 
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*COOKE

9 
KIJ\.RGAIOO E. 9 10 AcJ:.dcno Rd. 9 't~'ithington 9 L1mchostcr 7 20. (N)., 

Group 6 ( b) 9 ( c ). 
CO?E!l'Ui.li9 ERIC VICTOR, 50 tuby St., J\'i:~rrickvillG 5 N.S.\7~, Austrdia. (.Age 40 ). 

Groups 6 (b),(a),(c)~ 8 (Thriller); 7 (o.); 5 (a) 9 (c) 9 (b),(o) 9 (d). 
COP?ING9 GEORGE9 104 Mayfield Rd. 9 S,,:aythling 9 Southampton. Hairdresser. 

Groups 2; 5 (b),(c); Sp•..:;cially wants Jack, 8am & Pete stories in 1zd. 1'1arvel. 
CORBEI1T 9 J ACK, 49 Glyn l"aITJ. Rd. 9 Quinton 9 Eiuningham 9 32., (liid.) (.Age 46 )., 

Group 5 (o.) 9 (b),(G), 
COill3Er·I' 9 i':IADGE? 49 Glyn Ii'o.:rm Rd., Quinton, Birrningha.m. 5 32. (~.:iid.) 

Group 5 (o.),(b),(e); 6 (b). 
COX

9 
EJJ.iUWD, ~,. 9 29 Co..risbrooke Lr ive 9 Bittorno 9 Southampton. (L). (.'.ge 29). 

Insura nce Clerk., Groups 5 (a),(b) 9 (d).,(e); 99 10; 7 (n),(b); '1-; 6 (o.11). 
Cb.OLLIE, RONJ1.LD J., 17 Osborne Rd. 9 E:ornchurcb~ Essex,, (L).(Ago 40). Coupa..i1y 

Directo r (Engineoring)o Grnups 5 (o.),(b),(dJ 9 (e); 6 (c); 7 (c..). 

Dl'JNES 9 COLIN, 209 Mil e Cross Lc:no 9 Norwich., lforfoll:.:~ (l~go 47 ). Electrical 
Draughtsman. Groups 7 (~); 5 (a),(b)$ 

DAK'Il'J 9 \ilLFRED 9 76 A'estern Rd. 9 Enst Don0t Rotherhc1n 9 Yorks. Ge..rdcnor. 
Groups 6 ( c.) ; 8 (Hulton' s :Boys' Nngnz inc J. 

DJ.VEY, EDi.'f.t .. RD JOHN9 26 Bourton Rd. 9 Olton 9 Solihull 9 ~!arwicks. (:~.lid.) (i.go 53). 
Componyrtogistrt,.r (Assisto.nt). Groups 5 (a); 4. 

DA'i,KINS 9 CH.1.\RLES D. 9 5 Kingsbury Drivo 9 L.spley Park 9 Nottinghan., (~\go 33). 
Group 5 (a) • 

DE.: .. SY9 JJJ.:ES C. 9 11 SP-llynount Gardens 9 Ranolngh 9 Dublin 9 Irel DJ.1cl. (Age 25). 
Group 5 (i:~)9 (b). 

:DICKENS, RON.1'.L:D9 10 Potorsfield Drivo 9 T'Jhitohcath 9 Blackhcath~ Birmin~hc1n. (L). 
(Mid.) (1.eo 45). GrOUIJS 5 (all); 6 (b). 

DOBSOli 9 TOL19 P.O. Staff 9 Erighton 9 Victoria,. .'1.Ustralia. (Ago 52). Fed.oral Public 
Servant (:;:.i~.G. Jcpt.) Groups 5 (b)s:(a) 9 (e) 9 (d) 9 (c); 6 (all); 7 (a\(b). 

Do·::LEll9 Bitl:w.i'.Y 9 86 lfo.milton na.. 9 Longsight 9 Manchester, 13. (Age 65 ). Commorcial 
Teacher. Groups 2; 4; 6. 

nm:, J!J i ZS (Junr.) 9 "Romba.9
11 Kingswell 9 Abcrdconshiro .. (Age 43). Shopkcopor. 

Groups 5 (all); 7 (a),(b) .. 

E1J::IES9 ELIZABErH 9 PAMELA, 14 Stonehouse Lo.ne 9 Combe Down9 Bath Somerset. (L). 
(Age 28). Civil Servant. Groups 5 ( a),(b) 9 (e),(d); 10; 8 (Ch nmpion); 6 (b) . 
Still greo..tly int. crested in Magnets and Gems.. Wishes a. full length film could 
be mo.de ,,bout Greyfri~rc and St. Jim's .. 

EVEffEll'T9 Co.:~., P.O. Box: 7 9 ] rinkworth 9 South Austrn.lio.. (Age 53). Farmer. 
Grou:ps 5 ( '.1) , ( c) ~ ( d )i 7 ( n) . 

FARISH9 RODERI', 24 English St. 9 Longtovm 9 Cumborlo.nd. (Ago 56). Group 5 (b) 7 (c), 
(a) 9 (d) 9 (e). 

FAYliE, ERIC 9 Excelsior Ilous e 9 23 Grovo Rd. 9 Surbiton 9 Surrey. (L). Groups 5 (ell); 
6; 8 . 

FLEil:Inm, Hi1.IJllER9 58 Boardm~ Avo., Chingford~ London, E. 4. (1). (Ago 40) . Shoe 
Cliokor. Groups 7 (a); 5 (~); 6 (~); 5 (bJ 9 6 (b),(c); 5 (c). Requires Nelson 
Lo8s 1927-28. Particularly series dco.lingwith tho :Jeluge at St. Frank's. 

FLIN~ERS 9 (Hiss) ~.B., 18 Conquest Close, Stevenage Rd. 9 Tiitchin 1 llerts. (L). 
Artist. Group 5 (b) 9 (e.) 9 (c) 9 (d) 9 (e). 

FORu, DEREK, 43 rrn st Bond s·t. 9 M:11cclosficld, Cheshir e . Group 6 (n.11). 

G.~11IiEii9 T;ILLIA]JI H., Box 609 Tr o.nscona, Mo..nitobn.9 Canada. (L). (.Ago 59). netail 
Nowsdoo.ler. Groups 5 ( a); 2 ( Boys ' Fr iend). 
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GEAL, JOmr, 277 Kings Rd. 9 Kingston-on-Thrunos, Sur:roy, (Age 36). Civil Servant.. 

Groups 5 (a); 8 (Rru1g0:r and Modern Boy); 5 (c); 3. iiants B.F.L. 4th Libs. with 
Captain Justice storieso Also \"lycliffe stories by Pentolow. 

GILES 9 F. VICTOR9 6 St~ ?auls Rd, 9 Barking, Essex. Group 5 (all). 
GOCIIBFt, JOHN" \"iOOD1i.'ARD 9 Benovenn.gh 9 Abbey Rd. 9 Sudbury 9 Suffolk. (Age 36), 

Ironmonger. Groups 8; 6 (all); 5 (all); 4; 3; 2; 91 1. 
GODSAVE9 REUBEN Jl\MES9 35 Woodhouse Rd., Leytonstone, London, E~ll, (Ago 47). 

Commercial Travell e r. Groups 7 (a),(b); 5 (a). 
GOODHD:ill, wTLLIAM HENRY9 50 Porter Rd, 9 Dorby, (Ago 41). Groups 5 (a) ; 6 (all); 

7 (n); 5 (d); 3, 
*GORDON, M., 113 Newington Green Rd., London, N, l. (Age 36). Salos Executive. 

Group 5 (o.),(d),(o),(b),(c). St~rted collecting only recently, but has been 
interested in Hamilton papers for many yea.rs, especially Magn ets. Collection 
at pr ese nt small, nnd is anxious to incronse it. 

GOHF1UN', ARrliUil, 66 Beaconsfield St. 9 Newport Beach, N. S. ~1. Austr ali a . (L). 
(,i ge 45 ). Groups 5 (a); 7 (a). 

GOURLAY, NEIL C. 9 54 Grosvenor Drive, Whitley Bay, Northumberland. (Age 31). 
Grou ps 5 .(n),(b),(d); 7 {a).; 6 (a),(b). . · . · · 

GRAY, :?OB~ 11Pennsylva;t;.c.," Church · Strotton 9 Salop. (Age 53 ). Nurseryman. 
Groups 5 (a),(c),(b),(e),(d); 6 (b),(a); 7 (a.). 

GREGORY, NORii.iAN9 11 Emerson Rd., Harborne 9 Birmingham, 17. (Mid.) (Age 41). 
Accountant and Auditor. Groups - All. 

GREENWOOD, ROLAND RICHARD, 63 Griffiths Drive, Ashmore Estatei Wednesf i eld, 
Staffs. (Age 31). Fitter and Machinist. Groups 5 (a) 9 (b),(d); 6 (a); 8; 9. 

GRIFFIN, FRED, 2558 Grand Qoncourse, Bronx, New York 1 U.S.A. (L). Groups 7 (a), 
(b); 5 (d). 

GUNN, JOHN, A.M.H.C.I., Gunn•s Hotel, Stratford Sq., Shakespe are St., Nottingham. 
Hot e lier. Groups - All. Urgently Fequires Chums 11.nnuals No. 1 (1892-3); 
No. 20 (1912); No. 21 (1913) and No. 30 (1921-2) to complete set~ 

HALL, .L\LFRED 1., 34 Compton Ores., Leeds, 9. (N). Clerk. Groups 3;2; . 6 ( a ),(b) • 
.Hil.LL, LESLIE, 35 Broadlea Hill, Sand.ford, Bramley 1 Leeds, 13. (N). Clerk. 

Groups 5 (a),(b); 3; 5 (d),(e); 7 ( a ). 
HALL, V1ILLIAM, 46 Walder Rd., Hammondville, via Liverpool, N.s.w., Australia. 

(Age 52). Carpenter. Groups 7 (a); 5 (a),(b); 9; 3, 
HARRISON, DAVID, Flat 6 9 Pembroke Gardens, London, w.8. (L). (Age 28). Econo mist. 

Groups 5 (a),(d),(e); 4. 
HARRISON~ WILLiliM 9 257 Hyde Park Rd. 9 Leeds, (N). ( Age 54). Groups 5 (a),(b), 

(c),(dJ; 9. 
HARRIS, Al""fl'HUR, "Caynton 9 

11 Llanrhos Ild, , Ponrhyn Bay 9 Llandudno. Group 9 
( Comic Cuts 1890 to Chuckles 1914). 

HOCKLEY, GEOFFREY w., 308 Koyes Rd., Now Brighton, Christchurch, New Zeal and. 
(Age 56). Motor Cyclo Dealer. Not ~ctually collecting but intorostod 
gener:ally. 

HODGSON, RONALD, 5 Silver St., Newton Hill, Wakefield, Yolks. (N). (.Age 32). 
Chief Clerk. Groups 5 (b),(a). 

*HOLMES, HERBERr, 13 St. Luke's St., Barrow-in-Furnessi Lanes. Group 5 (a),(b). 
HOIJr, BRIAN D. 9 British Legation, Reykjavik, Iceland. (L). (1\.ge 36). H.B.M. Vice 

Consul. Groups 7 (a); 5 (d) 9 (b) 5.(a). 
HOPKINS, RAYMOND H., c/o 129 Shardeloes Rd., New Cross, London, S.E. 14. (L). 

(1\.ge 38), Clerk. Group 5 (all). 
HORTON, WILLIAM, 4 Willoughby Rd., Liverpool, 14, (Mer.). Group 4. 

_ ,,...,.--....,., ___ _ 
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EilllBJ.RD9 ERNESI' i.LEA1,NDER9 58 South :Sa !llc Cr es . 9 Sheffield 1 7. (N). (Age 51) o 

Groups (all) . 
HUJ3B!...RD9 ifr LLIAM JOSEPH AL:i<'RED9 c/o Departmen t of Agr ic u l ture

9 
P.O. Box. 30028

9 
Nair ob i 9 Kenya Colony, B.E.A. (L). (Age 37) . Gro ups 7 (a); 5 (b),(a) ; 7 (b). 

HUGHES 9 E. V. 9 2 East Front Rd. 9 Pa gham Beach 9 Bognor Regis 9 Sussex. (llge 5 3). 
Prov i ncial -Newspape r Repo:rt Gr . Gr oups 2; 5 (a.) 9 (b) 9 (c); 6 (a)

7
(b) 7 9. 

HUGBES9 (Rev.) J ACK SI:IERIVOOD9 22 Herb ert st.~ Gladstone 9 Queensl a.nd 1 Australia. 
• (.Age 34)., tiinistor of Reli gi on. Groups 5 (all); 7. 

HilllfPHREYS9 EnIC 9 "0akde ne 9 " Boa t Lan0s Higher Irlam 9 Manchester. (N). (AgG 43). 
Cle rk. Gr oup 5 ( a) 9 (b) 9 (d)s(eL(c), 

IIUNTEH9 J . V. B. STE't'iAHT 9 4 Lul worth Rd. 5 r~rot tin gham 9 London 9 S.E.9. (Age 58 ) .. 
Gr oups l ; 3; 2. 

Hl~fl'ER9 RONALD IlENRY 9 c/o Roya l Mail Agencies (Brazil) Lt d . 9 Caixa Po sta l No.,366, 
Sant'os 9 Brn.zi l. (L). (i~ge 44) •. Ass istant Mann.ger 9 Shipping Agencyo Groups 
5 (a),(e) 9 (d) 9 (c),(b )q 

HURTIELL 9 J lll\'iES Vi. 9 "Glenisl e 9 
11 10 Ilfr a.combe Gard ens 9 Chadwell Hoat h t Romford

9 

Essex. (Age 47). Groups 7 ( a ) 9 (b); 5 (a) 9 (c)~(c1)~(c)i;(bh 6 ( a );(b;. 

I MPSON 9 ST1J1TLEY 9 
11St o..nfield~ 11 J orningh am Rd., 9 Nov, Costossoy 9 Norwi ch, lforfolk. 

(~gc 60). Master Upholsterer. Groups J (a)9 (b) 9 (e),(d)i 4; 5 (c ); 1 (a); 
8 ~ G (all); 2; 7 ( b) ; 1 ~ 3; 9; 10. 

I NGF.l\Si9 .ARrHUR JOHN 9 97 Tettenhall Road, Wolv e rh ampton . (Mid.) (Age 50)., Head
master . Group 5 ( a ll). Chairman 9 Midland O.B.B.C. 

I RJ\..LDI 9 J AMES C. 9 28 -13 33rd St., Astoria, Long I s land , U.S.A. (L). (Ago 50). 
Group 5 ( a ll)~ 

Ji~CK 9 JOBN9 
11Greyfriars 9.

11 5.A Union Ave. 9 Ayr 9 Scot l and .. (Age 36)0 Clerk .. 
GT· ; .1.p 5 ( ::., ) , ( b) 9 ( d ) • 

J 1,.Ml :3~1N 9 \vILLI 1ill9 Lisnacree 9 Newr y, Co. Down, North e rn Ireland. (Age 55). 
Ganl"l !1er . Gr oups 5 (all); 4 (Capla i n). 

J.t .. RDil lf 9 , iJ:LLIJ\l!I 1N. 9 20 Spencer Rd. 9 Cat e r ham 9 Surrey. (L). (Age 42)., Civil 
Serv ant . Groups 5 (a) 9 (c); 7 (a) 1 6 ( a ) (Gwyn Evans stor i es on ly). 

JENKINS 9 ROGER MICHAEL, 11Th c ]1irs 9 " Eo.ste rn Rd. j Havant;, Hants . (L). (Age 32). 
Civil Servant . Group 5 (a)~(d),(c),(e) 9 (c) . 

JEYES9 J AMES A. 9 108 Adnitt Rd. 9 !ifor thampton. (Age 61). Grou p 2.-
J OBNSON, il'iii.RCUS9 164 11.lllesbu.ry Ave.,Streatham Hill, London, s.w.2 .. (L). (Age 50). 

Accoun t anc y. Groups 8 (Boys' Fri end); 7 (a )f 5 ( a )
9

(b)
9

(e)
9
(d.)., 

,TUKES, JOHN LESLIE 9 3 Stafford Lod ge 9 Crosby Rd . 9 Westbourn e 
9 

Bournemouth. 
(Age 56). Bl a ck and \:Tuit e Artis t. Groups 5 ( a ) 9 (b),(c); 6 (e.) ; 9 ( a ll k ind s ). 

KEELING9 FRANK, 107 Dolp hi ns Rd. t li'olk e stone 9 Kent . (1). (Age 50 ), Electrical 
Instrum en t Maker . Groups 7 (a); 10 9 5 (e.). 

*KEELING9 RALPH BERESF'OPJJ9 312 Mather Aveo 9 Liverpools 18., (Mer. ) (Age 40) .. Life 
Insurance Underwriter. Groups 7 (a) 9 (b); 4 (Ch ums); 5 (a)t 8 (Thriller

9 
Boys 

Realm 9 Bulls eye); 5 ( e); 9~ 6 ( a ). Sta rt ed r e-coll ecting rec ent l y. Already 
has 10 v ol s. Chums; 12 vols. Captains (1 900 -6 9 for exchange ): 5 Chatterbox 
Annu al s ( 191 7- 22 9 for ex ch ange); 24 S.O.Ls . ; 50 Magnets; 100 Nel son Leos; 70 
Boys ' Magaz ines in f ine c ondi ti on; would espec i al l y li ke to obtain copi es of 
Bull seye and Monst e r Libr a ry. 

*KEENl1., ARNOLD, 11 Peu.1'1 Ave .' Epp ing, N.s.w. 9 Aust1· a lia.. (.'1.ge 41). F ,M.G. Senior 
Techn i ci an. Gr oups 99 1 ( a ); 5 ( a ) ; 6 (b) ; 8; 3. I nterested in mos t pub l ica
tions of t he 1925s 9 considers i t th e Gold en Ago. Collection consists of 500 - ----·----- .... --- ............ ___ . __ ...,, __ .... __ ,.,... __ ,. __ , -··-·~-·~·-·""-"-·--· ...... ~ .. ,..-~ .,, ... _..,,. __ ~_ .... _ .. .._ .. 
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comics 9 100 Nelson Lees 9 60 .Magnets 9 and a mi xed bag of Sexton Bl ak es 9 Eoys 
Cinema 9 Picture Show, GomEi9 etc. Would li ke to obtain by excha ng e or purchase 
Comics, 1920 -35; Triumphs and Champions 1925 - 30; Buffa lo Bill Lib., 192 8 9 

Magnets 1920 - 30; Nelson Lees 1920-30 and many ottors 1920-30. Enjoys 
corresp onden c e . 

KINGSTON, JACK9 3 Gawen Terr. 9 Tor po i nt 9 Cornwa ll. (Age 38). Elec t ric al Fitter. 
Group 5 (c) 9 (a) 9 (b) 9 (e)o Is anxious to obtain Holida y i'innua ls 19 20-2 1-22., 

Kl ill3Y9 GORDON J., 9 c/o PubUc Library~ Swanston St ., Melb our ne 9 Vic to ri a, Austra li a. 
Groups 5 (al l); 10. 

*KNIG:!:I.T9 FREDERICK S11ANLEY9 c/o Tialon & Co. Ltd. 9 288 Hi gh St.s Chelt enh am, Glos. 
(Age 43) .. Shop Mana ger. Groups 7 ( a ) ; 5 (e.) 9 (b)s(d). Wish es to obtain S.O.Ls . 
4 9 27 9 54, 56 9 120 9 216 9 291~ 309, 318, 399 9 402. Gems 1933 is suGs Nos. 1331 -2; 
1335-6-7 ; 1340; 13 42-3. 

IClJ!'NER9 TuiAUHICE9 4 Nev, North Pl a ce, Scrutton St. 9 Fin sbury, London 9 E. C. 2., (L). 
(Ago 50). Wood Carver., Group 5 (b) 9 ( a) 9 (c). I s interes ted in t he illustr a
t i 0ns9 particularly Warv.~ck Reynolds. Needs Gem No. 12 83 to compl ete lo ng run. 

LACK, HAROLD HERBERI', 4 Rushmore Rd. lfor-bhrunpton 9 
1 phone North ampto n 4792. 

(Ago 45). Groups 10; 5 (a) 9 (b) 9 (oL(c)s(d) .. Requires va rious School Friends 
191 9-20; School Fri end Annuals; Schoolgirl Own Libraries 9 any period. Holiday 
Annuals 1920,1921,1922. Any books and magazines on ear ly days of th e Cinema 
(pro 1925). 

LfJrnY 9 ERIC R. 9 4 Nuneaton Rd, 9 Dagen ham, Ess ex . (Age 54)., Commercial Tr ave ll er. 
Group 3 . St ill re qu ire s certain J a ck Shoppards and Red Rovers. 

*L,WlRE.NCE9 ERIC s. 9 10 Claremont Ave . , Sunbury- on-T hames , Middlesex. (L). (Ago 35). 
Development Engineer. Group 5 (a.) 1 (d) 9 (b). Has been interested in Ilfagnets otc. 
since sch oold ays, l iost of coll ecti on destroyed during last war but now has 
about 12 5 S.O.L s. 9 200 Magnets e.nd 60 Gems. Also complete set Holid ay Annuals 
rind a ll po st- war books. Is very pl eased to have discovered existence of 
O.B.B.C's. Anx i ous to obtain magnets 1171 9 117 2 9 1173 and on to end of th a t year. 
s.o.Ls. 251 9 318 9 333 9 41 1. 

1Av?SON9 ARrllUR w., 13 Charles Sq. 9 London 9 Nol• (L). Ret ir ed. Groups l ; 2; 3. 
LAY, FRANK VERJITON9 167 Watfo rd Rd., Harrow , Middl esex. (L). (Age 44). Co. Director, 

Clothing Manufactu r er s . 7 (a); 6 (a); 2; l ; 5 (a),(b); 4; 6 (c); 7 (b) ~ 6 (b) ; 
8. 

LAY 9 CHRISTOPHER J A'tT.ES9 167 flatford Rd. 9 Harr ow, Midd lese x . (Age 15 ). Coll ege 
Student. Group 5 ( a )~ (b). 

LE BLANC9 EDWARD T. 9 87 School St., Fa ll River, Mass ., U. S.A. (Age 37).- Positi on 
Classifier, Navy Deptq Nava l St .ati on 9 Newport 9 Rhode Isl and 9 U.S.A. (Age 37) . 
Groups l ; 3; 2; 6 ( u )~ Has been col l ect in g i'\meFican Dime Novels since 193 5; 
b efore th a ·t his father was from th e ea rly 1920s , Soon found h imself int e r ested 
in th e Eng li sh coun tre r par t s . Is ma inl y int e r es ted in obtaining one of eac h 
paper and libr a ry pub li shed in the Victoriru1 e ra and up to a r ound 191 4. 

LECKENBY, EERBERI19 12 Herb a rt St., Hull Rd. 9 York~ (Age 68)~ Retired Civil Servant. 
Grou ps - 1~11. 

LEI'TEY, CLIF:F'ORD LESLIE , 27 Heather Close 9 Kingswood 9 Bristo l. (1). Gr oup 5 (all). 
St ill i nte r este d in buying volumes of Magnets; particul arly one of 1925. Als o 
wan-t.s s. O.Ls . Exchanges we lcomed. 

*LIT VJJ{9 I.B. 9 70 Cranford Ave •. 9 .Ashford, Midd l esex. (L). (Age 54 ) . Tail or. Group 
5 (a) 9 (b), Has been collecting about three years. Has 500 Magnets and 600 
Gems. Says he has discovered th e EliY..ir of Youth in the hobby. 

_______ , ____ ,,_ ... ______ .,. _____ .,~--"'-'-"""~-lft- ·~,.., .. n . ., ,,~ - ., -·-·------
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LOFTS, w.o.G., 56 Sheri11gb2m House, Lisson St., London, liJ.rI.l . (L). (Age 34). 
Carburott er Engineer. Groups 6 ( b); 5 ( o.); 9; 1; and all otho r groups. 

MACHIN, hlillERr F., 38 Sta Thomas Rd., Preston 9 Lanes. School Teacher. Groups 
5 (a); 8 (Boys• Friend); 5 (b),(c),(d); 6 (a),(b); 3; 7 (a) 9 (b); 9; 4. 

TuV .. GOVEIIJf, EDITH, 65 Benth am st., Belfast. (1..ge 47). Groups 5 ('1.)9 (d),(c),(oh 
1 c~),(b); 6 (b). 

:MARrIN, BILL, 93 Hillside, Stone bridge Park, London, N. W. 10. Da iryman. Groups 
5 (all); 6 (all); Always hes books on offer. 

llilcCi'J:lE, ROBEll.1 Ji~CKSON, 16 St. Boswell's Terr,, Dundoe, Scotln.nd.. (Age 39). 
ReGd MtJ.cer. Groups 5 (a),(b) 1 (d),(e),(b); 6 (all); Would like to obtain some 
Football and Sport Libraries. 

*licCARrHY, RICHAR.D, Wetlands , Auga.tholla, Q.ueens land, 1;.ustralia. (.Age 39). 
Grazier. Groups 8 (Ifoin interest Champion and Triumphs; and papers edited by 
F. Add i ngton Symonds); 5 (a),(b). Is the proud owner of F. ;1.ddington Symonds 
ovm collection of papers edited by him. Is anxious to obtain other Champions 
to complete set, also Triumphs, Rockets, etc. Has been collecting since 1928. 
Ras Ch.smpion Library complete, Lion and Ti ge r co mplete to date and many others. 

filcFAhl,}u·'rn, 102 Beith St., Glasgow, Vif.l. (11.ge 55). Groups 5 (a),(b),(d); 6 (b), 
(a); 5 (c); 10. Collection consists of 211 S.B.Ls., 88 s.O.Lsr 9 53 B.F.Ls., 
48 Magnets and 40 Gems. Hopes to add to the numbers of Magnets and Gems. 

l1cKi fil9 ';v'ILLL\fo:, Co:x:wold.9 York. Medi cal Practitio:-ier. Groups l; 2; 3; 4. 
McPHERSON, E., 80 Benedict St., Glastonbury, Somerset. (Age 41). Groups 7 (a), 

(b); 5 (a),(d). 
l'ic ROBERrS, GEORGE, 31 ..'..rdenlee Drive, Cregagb. 9 Belfastii Nor thern Ireland. 

(Age 56). Health Official. Groups 5 (all); 7 (a). 
lli".TTHEVlS, H. G,, 64 Thorofare, Woodbridge, Suffolk. (Age 45). Dispensing CheEist. 

Groups 5 (a),(b); 4; 5 (e); 6 (b); 8; 7 (a). Requires Sax Robmer's Ilider 
Haggard 1 s 9 Edgar Eice 1 llurroughs 1 H.G. Vlell's (Science Fantasies li k0 "The 
First Men on the Moon 11

). 

J\IBLL, GEORGE, 49 Gracefield Gardens, Streatham, London, s. ~7.16. (L). (Age 45). 
Journalist. Groups 5 (all); 4; 2; 7 (a). 

MORI1I::IBR9 ROBEffi19 115 Walton Rd.t East 1folesey 9 Surrey. (L). (!1.ge 45). 
Commercial Artist. Group 5 (aJ,(b) 9 (d)o 

MORGAN, JOI-rn K09 58 Moorf i e ld Rd., Great Crosby 5 Liverpool. ( Mer.) (Age 48). 
Groups 5 (all) ; 7 (a), (b); 9. 

MORLEY,Lawrence, 147 Nr. Mills, Le abrooks, ~lfreton, Derbyshire. (Age 31). 
Machine Plant Oper a tor. Groups 5 (a),(b),(e); 8 (Pilots); 6 (b). 17ould like 
to obtain Double Numbers Magnets and Gems. Recent ly roalised an ambit ion when 
he obtained complete set Wild -:rest i7eek ly (A. P.) beautifully bound. 

MURI1AGH, JOHN R., 509 Selwood Rd., Hastings, New Zealand. (Age 44). Entertainer 
and Theatre Proj e ctionist. Grou ps 7 ( a) ,(b); 5 (all); 6 ( a ll) .. 

NICHOLLS, (~rs. ) VERA., 44 Grosveno r l'lace, Leeds, 7. (if). Groups 10; 5 (a); 
7 (a); 6 (b). ,iould like to add to her few copies of Schoolgirls Own Libr a ries 
featuring Morecove School. 

NICHOLLS, ROlL\LD i\Lic:c, The Grey House, Staunton Lane, Whitchurch, Bristol
9 

4. 
(Age 42) . Groups 5 (a), .(b),(d); 4 (Chl..lJ?ls, B.O.P.), Tifishes to obtain hlagnets 
1924-40 . Good condition essential. Correspondence we lco med . 

01 HERLIHY, ].P. (DAN). 17220 Gresham St., Northridge 1 Calif,., U.S.A. Film Actor. 
Gro up 5 (a),(b) 9 (d),(e)i(c)o 

---- ·- -- ·- ·..,--- - - ... ···- "'-"' ''*"'''"'""" _ _ ,,, ___ ,_, ________ _ 
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O' SHE..\, R.J., 8 Eve Rd. 9 Lcy tonstono ~ London, E.11. (.'..ge 42) .. Turf iLccountruit .. 
Group 5 (a),(b),(d). 

Pi:..CKMii.N, .JOSEPHINE, 27 i\.rchdalo Rd., E~st Dulwich 9 London, S.E. 22. (L). Civil 
Servant. Groups 6 ( b), ( ~); 5 (a.) r 7 (ti.). 

PAClCil.[AN, LEONARD, 27 Archdale Rd., East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. (L). (Age 52) .. 
Civil Servant. Groups - All. Seeking copies of nchips''; any issues between 
Jan. and Oct. 1916 (serial numbers 1322 to 1365). Will pay 5/- each., Odd 
numbers in this period welcomed. 

PARR.ii.TT, c. J;J1Es, 188 Compton Buildings, Goswell Rd., London, E.C.l .. (L). 
Groups 7 (a) 9 (b); 5 (all); 8 (Thrillers). 

Pl.TE (!Jiss) ELIZli.BErH JE.L"lif, 8 Day St. 1 Drummoyne, .N.s.w., Australia. Life 
Insurance Clerk. Croup 6 (b),(a),(c)~ 

P.AYNE, ROr.Ti\LD \TILLIJ\119 3 Britain Cottages, Gayton, Northants. (L). (Age 37)~ 
Clock and Instrument Hecha.nician. Groups 7 (n),(b); 5 (a). 

PORI:ER, T.~., Old Fields, Corngreaves Rd., Cradley Heath, Staffs. Groups 7 (a), 
(b); 5 (c),(a),(b)~(d)t(e). 

POUND, A.G., St. Iaul 1 s Vicarage, 68 Finnemore Rd., Birmingham, 9. (Age 55). 
Minister of Religion. Groups 5 (t"'-),(b),(e),(c!)~ l; 2. 

:VR11.G1TSLL, NORI.ll..N, 33 Brae St-, Liverpoolt 7., (tier.) (Age 42). Groups 7 ( a ),(b); 
5 (d) (st. Frank's stories only); 8 (Boys' J'.1agazines 7 Boys Realm).. Strong 
Nelson Lee enthusiast. Has over 300 Nelson Lees and a number of St. Frank's 
S.O.Ls. A keen Gr2.mophile and Everton supporter. 

PRICE, H.C. NORrO:t:T, 22 Northdown Rd., Margate, Kent. (L). ll:iaster Grocer. 
Group 6 (b). Still requires many Boys' ' Friend Libraries. 

PRIME, BERN.' .. TI.D, 43 Mayfie ld Rd., Sanderstead, Surrey. (Age 56). Group 5 (b),(b), 
(e). Collection consists of Magnets, Gems , Bunter Books, Tom Iforry Books a..t"'ld 

a complete set of School Caps. 

R!JIJSOM, G.H., 207 Basingstoke Rd., Reading~ Berks. (Age 54). Ind ependent . 
Groups 5 (a.),(b); 6 (n); 7 (a). 

R.l.l'11Ell, VJILLI.£\M JOHN, Bank House, Cle.re 9 Suffolk. ( Age 45). General ]1anager 9 

Cin0m11 Company. Group 5 (all). Is anxious to obtain 1920 Holiday ~\.nnual. 
RENEI-r, CHARLES VAN, ''Retreat, 11 41 Alberti Circle, Ui tenhage 9 South Africa. 

(Age 45). Bank Official. Group 5 (a),(b),(d),(e). TI"ishes to purchase bound 
vols. of Magnets, pre-1932 and Gems pre-1936. 

RHODES, A.W., Chancery, British Embassy, Bonn, Freidrich, Ebert, Allee, Germany. 
(Age 43)., Diplomat. Groups 5 (all); 6 (all). 

RICRARJ)S0N9 ARI'HUit, 17 Devon Crescent, Redhill, Surrey. (Age 63). Civil Servant. 
Groups 2; 6 (a); 7 (a); 4. 

RICHARDSON·, L.H. s., 1i.'hi te House, 58 Southborough Rd., Bickley i Kent. Group 
5 (b),(a),(d). 

RILEY, GEORGE J.MIBS 9 18 .Adelaide St., Poulton, 1/allasey, Cheshire. (tier.) 
(Age 20). Junior Clerk. Groups 5 (a) 9 (b} 9 (e),(d)~(c). Uould like to obtain 
at least one copy of all the old favourite papers. Ambition is to have com
plete set of Holiday i'.lh"lUals. J,.t present still needs thos e for 1920 ,1922 9 
192 3, 1925,1929,1930,193391935,1936,l938. 

ROBERTS, HORfl_CE, VICTOR, 12 Clairvicw Rd. , Streo.thw:n, London, 
Secret8-ry L.c.c. Threning Institutes. Group 5 (o.). 

S. w.16. (L). 

Rous::::, ROl'l'i~LD E.J. 9 3 st. Leonard's Terr. 9 Ga.s Hill? Norwich, Uorfolk. 
Groups 6 (b); l ; 7 (a) (1915-1918 only) ·; 6 (a), (cJ 5 2; 8; 9; 3. Ras 
of books for salo a nd exchange. 

(f..gc 35). 
all types 

----.. - ... -·-------··--...-..--·--------------- - ---..,..-- -
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R0\7.LEY, LESLIE VICTOR, Brit:l .sh :i?oliirlcal Agoncy, Kuwait, :[}orsinn Gulf. (L). 
(Age 40). Foreign Serv~ce Officer. Group 5 (a),(b),(d),(e). Is anxious to 
obta in Holid ay A.."Ulual for 192 1 and. e it her hlagnet .s or SoO.Ls. containing the 
"Brander Rebellion" stories. Correspondence by airma il, please. 

RUSSELL, BERYL, 4 Ashgrove Rd. 9 off Shady Lane, Great Barr, Bi:rmingham 9 22A. 
(1{id.) Groups 5 (d),(a.) 9 ("b),(e)~( c); 1 (b),(a); 6 (b). 

RUI'RE:ilFORD, FREDERICK G., Herbert Lodge, 3 CothlUil Park North 9 Bristol, 6. (1). 
(Age 53). Co. Director end Engineer. Groups 5 (a),(b),(d) 1 (e); 7 (a),(b). 

Si;.L]!iOl'l", HAYDU EDUARD, 38 1fai"Wick Rd. , Ipswich, Suffolk. (Age 52). Established 
Civil Servant. Groups 7 (a); 9; 5 (a),(b). Requires Nels on Lees subsequent to 
Full woods reform series. B.F.L. school stories by Henry St. John and Henry I. 
Johnson, 1920 on 0 Comics: Butterfly , Comic Cuts, Comic Life, Chuckles, Firefly, 
1918 on. 

S.'iTCHELL, THOlUl\.S G., 63 Cantwell Rd.~ Plumstead, London, S.E.18. (Age 54). 
Butche r' s Manager. Group 5 (a), (b ). Is still seeking blue covored Gem 
entitled 11Th0 Toff 11 for which I would exchange three Annuals and a long run 
of C.Ds. in perfect condition. 

SELLARS, GEORGE, 1 Hesley lid . 9 Shiregroen, Sheffield, 5. (~'l.ge 56). Group 5 (a), 
(b ),(c). 

SRt.:i , JOHN R., 4 Brunswick Par!{ 9 London, S.E. 5. Assistant \7orks llan a ger. Groups 
5 (b) , ( a ),(e); 6 (a.),(b); 7 (a). Is interested in a ll periods of Charles 
linmilton's work. Desires to obtain co~ain Plucks dated 1909-10 contnining 
stories of Tomsonio 1 s Circus by Harry Dorrian. 

SHEPHERD, Ji\l\1ES, 43 Station Rd., Killrunarsh, Sheffield. Group 5 (b), (a ). 
?articul a rly interested in early i ssues. 

SEITH, CLIFFORD, 104 Headroomgate Rd., St. Annes, Lanes. (i\ge 40) .. Local 
Government Officer. Group 5 (a),(d),(b),(e),(c). Considers it grand to be 
abl e to relax wi.th Harry \To.arton & Co .. 

ST..ilTH, JEREK, 14 Crescent Lane, Clapham Park 5 London, s. u.4. (Age 31). \/riter. 
Groups 5 (a),(b); 7 (a); 5 (d),(e). 

Sll.ITTR, J_, 36 Langham Hd., :Newcastle-on-Tyne, 5. Group 5 (a),(b),(d),(e). 
SMITE., ?ERCY, The Stores, r.Jumby, Alford, Lines. (Age 56) ~ Groups 3; 2; 5 (b); 

7 ( u ),(b); 5 (c). 
Sl'lIT:FI, fillMJLEY, 13 Percy St.,, Boothnm , York .. (n). Groups 5 (all); 7 (a)r 10; 8. 
SMITH, T .G., 10 D.'.'.rley Dale Ave., Gre at Barr, Birmin gham, 22A. (!,1id.) (Age 38 ). 

S~lesman. Group 5 (a),(d)~ 
STuIYrH, SYDNEY, 1 Brendon Stq Clovelly, n.s.w., Australia. Groups 5 (all); 8; 7. 
SN1iJLL, FRAI~C, 24 The Strand, .Bideford, Devon. Group 5 (all). 
SOtJrIITiAY, ARI'HUR J iJ itES, Box 4, Beaconsfield,Cape ?rovince, South Africa. (L). 

( .Age 48). Ass t. Secretary (11ine:ral rrate r Factory). Groups - All . 
SOYSA, A.C.H • .De, 4 Boyd Place, Colombo 1 3. Ceylon. (L). (Age 40) .. Company 

Director . Group 5 (n),(e). 
SI1ACEY, HOGER FRAYN, 60 :blsmond Rd., London, W.4 .. (L). (Age 30)0, Groups 5 (a\ 

(o.),(b),(e); 8. 
*Sl11!.FFOR~, DENIS, 16 Sydenham ?ark, Sydenham 1 London, S.E.26. 1 phone Forest Rill 

1521. (Age 30). Comic Strip i\rtist, Radio and T.V. Comedy V!rit er. Groups 9; 
8; 5 (n). Says his comics collecting certainly influ enced his life - he became 
a comic artist ! Produced weokly hektographcd comics at Dulwich College; sold 
his first strip to Comic Capers o.t 14, beating fri endly riv al Bob Monkhous e by 
s ev eral issu es. i\.fter school worked with Bob on comics, later on radio - to 
scripts. Fre e lance a rtist on Ben.no (?ansy ro tt er)~ Knockout (Our Drnie

9 
,__ §,!_~enge Kit)? Telestrip (Evening lifews) etc . Lately supplyine£..! .l..~ake'.£_ _ 
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strip, Northern "Daily M:i:c:ror 11
• Hoods Kinomn.togro.ph \7ookl;r 1927-1949; Picturo 

Show 1927-Apl. 23, 19 J2 ; 1941, 11 46, 1149 9 1160. Boys t Cinema 1927 - May 1935, 
810, 828 9 873 9 890 9 975, 1050 and sovor~l other cinema megs, 

STl1.NnEN9 A.G. 9 33 Grasmoro i' .. vo., Heaton Che..pel 9 Stockport, Cheshire. Group 8 
(Jesters). 

STEVENS9 SHiJILA9 783 Rathd 0wn St•, Horth Carlton, N. 4., Victoria, iLustralia~ 
(Ago 43). Groups 5 (d) 9 (e) 9 (c),( ~),(b ). 

STEWARr, ALAN 9 Orchestra, British Colonial Ilotel 9 Nassau, Bahamas. (L). (Age 47 ). 
Dance ~usician. Groups 7 (c.); 5 (a),(b). 

STOKES, JOHN c. 9 6 Temple Gardens, Rc;!;hminos, Dublin, Eire. Group 5 (c.ll). 
STONE, LEOU, 28 Elgin St. 9 Gordon, N.S.H., Aust.r :ilia. Journalist. Grou ps 5 (a.), 

(b) 9 (c); l; 3; 2, 
STOREY, ROf.'L1lliD n., 4 Byron St., Shi0ldfiold, lfowcastlo-on-Tyne 1 2. Store 

Keeper. Groups 2; 4. 
sruaDY 9 F., 8 1..'atso n St., 1'iiddlosbrough 9 Yorkshire., (N). Group 5 (all). 
SDrCLIFFE , RERBEffil Ji1l1ES, 38 Victorie Ave . 9 Tlickford 9 Essex. (L). (;,.go 40). 

Estimating Clerk (Builders• ~orchan ts). Groups 7 (a),(b); 6 (c) (E.S. Brooks 
only); 6 (a) (E.S. Brooks only); 5 (all); 8 (llodern Boy on l y). Nove l s wanted: 
"The Grouser's Last Card 11 by E. S. Brooks and "Footst.eps of DGnth" by Victor 

surTmr, Li.URIE~ 112 Repton Rd., Orp i ngton 9 Kent. (L). (.Age 35). Group 
5 (b),(a),(dJ. 

SiL'iN, JilliIBS R., 3 Fifth ,\.vo. ~ Paddington, London 9 W,.10. (Lg0 41 ). 1-;'older. 
Groups 5 (n),(b); 7 (a); Sr 4; 6 (al l) ; 9. l..ftcr tr ying for years has now a 
complet e run of id Gems and splendidly bound by Mr. Ashley. 

St'I'l'ZER 9 H.W. 9 27 St. :i:'aul's Rd., \i'alln.sey 9 Cheshire. (Iler.) (.ii.go 76). Groups 
3. 4. 6 (b); 7 (a) .. KGon .Dick Turpin (1Lldi n0) fan. 

T_'~YLOi"t, R:tY"tlOlin, 22 :'embroke Ave., Ei.tingsha.11 9 \iolverhampton. (.1\.ge 62). Stoker. 
Groups 2; 8; 4; 1. Particularly i nterested in pre-1914 Boys' FriG11ds i--d. and 
l o , Boys 1 Realms and Boys• Her a lds. 

TROlill'SON, GORDON, 53 wall ase y ?ark, Old rark, Belfast, Northern Irel and. 
Groups 5 (c); 7 (a). 

THORNE, BERlf;~Ru ROBEill' and BEilENICE, 220 Gnll owny Ra., i.!ost Hill, Ontario, 
Canada. (L). (.\.ges 43 and 17). Fede ral Government .Aircraft Inspector 9 High 
School Student. Groups 7 (a); 5 (a),(b); 1 (b); 5 (d) 1 (e). 

THROCiillOill'ON9 NICHOL~':..S, 230 Latymer Court, London, W.6 . (L). (Age 43). Civil 
Servant. Groups 5 (a),(e). Wishes to purchase nlagnets betwaen 1920-30. ~ust 
be in pe rfect condition. 

THURBOJIT 9 \TILLL:\J\1 TH01I1LS7 47 Cromwell Rd., Cambridge. (N). (Ago 54) • Burso.rt s 
Clerk. Groups 2; 4; 6 (e.) (Lobanga only). Wanted: :fi'Ic>.rvcls 13,.274,283,284,285, 
298; Union J acks 201,244 9 565; B.F.Ls. 1s t series 32,142,231 9 233,218,222,528; 
~lucks years 1912-13. 

TO:r.:J,INSON, JOHN, 58 Scalpcliffe Rd. 1 Eurton-on - Trent, Staffs. (~go 49) . Storeman, 
Rubber Fact ory. Groups 4; 7 (u); 5 (b),(c),(d),(o),(a); 7 (b); 6 (b). lJishes 
to obtain Chums 1919; Holiday Annual 1923; in good conditionJ a book of com
plete school stories "Talcs of St. C0dric•s 11 by L.C. Douthwcitc. 

T\i/ELLS9 .J., 39 nos0wood Avo., Rugby. (:.ge 49). Group 7 ( e.). Considers no other 
author has app roached the s~andard of h.S. Brooks' St. Frank's school stories. 
That f or humour espec i a ll y he was supreme. 

Liv~rooo], 
UNGN 9 J:e"'Rll..NK, 5 Thorndale Rd. 9 V/aterloo 1/ 22. t Mer.) (Age 40). Schoolm aste r. 

Groups 7 (a); 5 (a),(b). -- - -----·--- .. ----·-~- ·- ·--·,--.... __ ,_..,_,..,_,,,,_. __ ,.._.,,,, .. ..,,.__ ... __ ,. ____ ..,.,. ___ ... ______ . __ 
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VE1001IORE9 CR.'I.RLES E.F. ~ 25 Byron Ave ., We;st Hounslow, Midd lesex. Still has 

f or sale a huge quantj:~y of pe ri odica ls of a ll types~ 

\li :.INE, Gfu'JflTILLE T., 10 r ennar Rd., J?a:rcllyn, libe!'J.)orth 9 Cardiganshire. Groups 
5 (all); 6 (all); 7 (a),(b); 8; Particularly interested in Christmas numbers . 

Tfli.LKER, ?El'ER .'... 9 16 Tho r n"}lif fe Rd. 9 Lfa_pperley ? a rk,. Nott.ingham. Groups 5 (b), 
(a); 7 (a); 4; 5 ( d), ( c ). 

\1ALLIS, CLIFFORD9 64 Oakwood Park Rd., Sout h gc.te 9 N.14. (L). (.lge 37)w Groups 
5 (a),,(b); 7 (a); 8. 

\7EBSI'ER, DON.ii.LD B., c/o 59 Eo rtl ake Rd. , Kew, Surrey ( or 11 Neville Rd., 
Liv er].)001 7 22.) 1 pLu~e -:?;"aterl oo 3429. (1:Ier .. ) Group 5 (all). Chairman Mer s ey 
s i de O.B.B.C. Hes not mi sse d a meetin g from Sept . 1951 to date. Still seek in g 
~agnet No. 382 11The Slacke r's :6:leven 11

, also Magnet 223~ 
wE.BSI'ER, PETER, 11 Nevi lle Rd., Liverpool, 22. (Mer 0 ) (Age 16)~ Younges t Club 

Member . At present attending Merchant Taylor's School. An avid read er of the 
Companion ? apers . Has good coll ec tion of pre-war Comics. 

*BERNHAM.~ JOHN, 5 Museum St., ~aidsto ne, Kent. (Age 50) . Osteopath. Group 5 (b), 
( a ), ( c). i.'oul d lik e to obtain Green Gems especially those published duri ng 
19 11-1 6, mos t pa rticularly ea rly Talbot stori es . Also Red Magne ts of same 
period; renny Populars 19 14-17. Only started collecting rec ent ly and at pres
eLt has about 60 assor t ed copi es of above. Other hobbies are photography and 
l ett erp r ess printin g . 

1JES1'1IATER, W., 4 Buckl ey St. Glasgow, N.2 .. Structural Engi nee ring Draughtsman. 
Group 5 (a),(c),(d)~ 

*mIITEHEl.D, Sl'U~'...RI' BU?K~EY, 11Berrisoka..>'J.e 1
11 12 ~e lls Rd.~ Pakenham, Nor f ol k ~ (Age 

30). Ophthalmic Optician. Groups 5 ( a) 1 (b),( ~) 9 (c),(e J ; 7 ( a ),(b) ; 8; 4; 3; 2. 
Has bee n interested in th e Hmnilton p ape rs and c lesser degr ee St. Frank's 
sinc e · he bought t hem ns n boy in t he 19 30's. In th e l as t fiv e years has man
aged t o obt ain bound vols. of 11agnets from 1936 to the end. Also has 15 
Hol iday ~\.nnu a ls. 

hlRITER, :i3EUJ .Al'.LUJ GEORGE, 36 Ifowcourt House, Horwell Estate, Bethnal Green, 
London, E.2. (L ) . (Ag e 52) 0 Storeman (?rinters). Groups 5 (a ll); 6 (a ll) ; 
7 (a),(b); 4; 3; 9; 10; 8. Says our hobby has l ed to great help in others, 
such as _phil ate l y , photography, railw ays , amateur mag~zines 9 and one or t wo 
others. 

WHIT ER, ROBER!' R., 706 Lordship Lane , 'iiood Green, London, N. 22. (L). (Age 33). 
Cycle Dea ler. Groups 5 (all); 8; 4. 

WEORi.lELL, BI Cf.IARJ), 29 .i'..spind en Rd., Rothe rhith e , London, S.E.16. (Age 60). 
Street OrderJy. Groups 2 9 3; 5 (b),(a),(d),(c); 6 (a.),(b); 1 (a),(b). Wants 
Jack Nor t h 11:;?luck s 11 about 190 7; St. Jim's 111'lucks 11, Early ld Magnets and 
Double Christmas Number s. Al so Christ mas Double Numbers - Gems, Union Jacks, 
Pl ucks, 11:arve ls, etc . 

ITTLLEI'T, E. P.K. ( Church Co-tt [.'.ge 9 La l 0hmn-on-Th runes, St aines , Uiddl esex . (L ). 
Groa_ps 5 (a ll) ; 4 (Ceptains and B. O.~. ~nnu a ls onl y ) ; 8. 

;v'ILLI. Ai.:s , J. s. 9 99 Smyth Rd. 9 Br ist ol, 3. (Age 41). Tcchnic n.1 Co ll ege Lecturer. 
Groups 5 (a) , (d) ,( e); 7 ( a ), (b ); 5 (c),(b); 9 . 

YiILLI.AJ1S0N9 vY'ILLil\l:11 L., 410 Oakwood Lane, Round hay 9 Leeds, 8. (N). (Age 56). 
rlarehouseman . Group s 5 (a ll); 6 ( a); 2 ; 7 ( a); 9 . 

\i'ILL ISON, FR.i'..N"...C A., 49 Longmoo r Rd. 9 Halesowen, Nr. Bi rmingh am. (Age 56). 
Too l rrogress Chaser . Groups 2; 4; 6 (b). 

VlIL SON, ROBERT 9 100 .Br oomf i e ld Rd, 9 Glasgow 9 N.,l. (Age 58), l !edical :;?ro.ctitioner. 
Groups 5 (a ),(b) i( d),( e),(c ) ; 6 ( a ) ; 8. 
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HOOD, JOHN :;:-E"l'ER, Nostm7 9 328 Stockt on Lane, York. (N). (1.ge 43). Journalist. 
Groups 7 (a); 6 (b); 5 (o.). 

\7RIGHr, CHARLES, 12 l.shburnham l'lc.ce, Greemn.ch, London, S.E.10 .. (L). (Age 52). 
Hospital Attendant. Groups 5 (b); 6 (n); 3; 2; 7 (a); 9.-

Y?RIGB.T, OLIVE, 12 Ashburnb. cm ?lace, Greenwich, London, s. E. 10. (L). Group 
6 (all). 

*YORKE-ROBINSOIIJ", JlllIBS, "Cliff ?uvilion, 11 Care.van Site, Beltinge, Herne Bay, 
Kent. (Age 51). Caravan Site rroprietor. Groups 5 (.:ill); 10. Is anxious 
to obt a in Holido.y ll.nmmls 1925-26-27-29-30-31-32-35-36-37. Is collecting for 
young dc.ugh-!;er, but confesses he enjoys them himself. Owner of 120 caravan 
site. 

********************************************************************************* 

VJ.ANTED: Single copies or Bound Volumes of the follo,.d.ng numbers:- 11ChD.l!lpion11 

from Ho . 130 to ire. 340; 11Triumph 11 from no. 1 to Jfo., 190; '1Pluckt ' from lifo. 78 
to 1fo. 97 (k.st Series); "Rocket" from lfo. 78 to iifo. 87; 11Trim.ph .Annua ln 1938. 
Ple a se write stating price wn.nted to:-

RoJ. hlcCXffi'ffY, l1.ElrLAiifDS9 AUG~'d'HELL.ll., QUEElTSL...' •. ND, AUSTRL\LI:L. 

WAmED: Bound volumes of Magnet 1-1,454; Bound 11Geos 11 1-1,543; Loose 11Ger2s' 1 

1507-15 42, 1,579, 1,580 and 1,584 9 S.O.Ls. 230,391; "Populars"; "Boyts Fri e nd" 
weekly; Holiday Annuals - 1919,1920 9 1921 9 1922 9 1924,1926,1927,1929. 
FOR Sl\.LE/Si."?OP: Complete run 1, 554-1,683 l!agnets. 

S.B. ITBITEHE.A.D, 12 Vi'3LLS RO~\D, FAiCENB.ATul, NORFOLK. 

----· -- ..... ·- ---· --·-· · ... ·--· -·--·-... ,-..... --.... ,,,·--~---, ....... -·~ ... ,- ·,~ ___ ._. ________ -··---------.. - -
Wli.NTED: "Chatterbox" annuals for years 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, also copies of 
11Rainb ow" comic. Your price paid if at all reasonable. 

W. t-JEsr i.'lATEii, 4 BUCKLEY &'T ITEET 9 GLASGOW 9 N. 2. 

FOR 81\LE: Hundreds of pre-war Boys t ? apers, including: 1-Iodern Boys, Boys' 
Llagazines, Buzzers, Chmnpions~ Triumphs, Pioneers, Skippers, Union Jacks, Boys 
Friend Libr a ries, Detective Weeklies, Startlers, Boys' Cine mas, Sexton Blake 
Libraries (•rhird Se:r~ies); cmd many others of tho.t vintage. r1e c1se write stating 
numbers:-

JAMES SVJli.N 9 3 FIFTH AVENUE, QUEEN'S P.tillK, L01'TDON, 11.10. 

--..... -.- ... , ....... -~---------... -~ .... - ·----~·-· .. -- -------··- ·---·---- ---.-.... ·-·-
IQ~: Sexton Blake Libs., 1st and 2nd S0ries. ,\ny numbers. Reason able 
prices pa id. Also Union Jacks 1917 to 1933, Boys' Friend Libs.,, 1st Series No. 
669~ 2nd Series No. 79. 

JOSIE i' ACKI-11\N, 27 .uRCHD.i\LE RO~rn9 E..\.sr DUL\"JICH, LONJ)ON', s.E.22. 
--· --- ,... _ _ ___ ... _____ _ ,.,._ .... ...,.._,11111 .... ,~ ·---..,..,._ ,..,..11'1..,. __ ,_...,..._...,_ ... _____ . ___ _ 

.IT;JlTE~: S.O.Ls. 9, 16, 40 7 58, 127, 264. 

T. ri . ?ORrER, OLD FIELDS, CORNGREAVES ROAD, CRil.DLEY EEli.TR, sr.:I.FFS. -~--- ··-----,-...... --- ·----·----- ------ - -·-..... - - ----- .... ---


