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EDITORS 

Typed and Duplicated by 

H.Maurice Bond 
10 Erw Wen 
Rhiwbina 
Cardiff 

South Wales 

Wood's Typewriting Office, 20 2 Stonegate, York . 

Dear Fellow Collectors, 

. Here is our third ·"nnual; we trust you will consider it 
at l~ast as good as its predecessors 9 and a worthy companion 
for the Christmas fire-side. Christmas is a time for looking 
back; we feel sure it will help you embark · on a journey into 
ye sterdfly. 

Once agflin we hnve hnd the help of n grnnd little bRnd 
of contributors. One of our biggest problems hns been to find 
room for nll the contributions offered . In this we hnven't 
quite anoceeded, even though we hnve given more pages than 
originally intended. We have to smile when we remember that 
when we first started the monthly someone thought it might soon 
dry up for w~nt of copy. 

f\ glMce at the "Vho's Who" will show that many -new mem
bers hfl.ve joined our circle during the year, and some of them 
are among the most active Rnd enthusinstic. 

Renders will find enclosed this yearn Voting Pnpor. When 
you hnve thoroughly dig sted tho contents of this yenr ' s effort, 
we would like you to complete nnd return this. It will help us 
with next yenr' s, which we nre nlrendy plf'l.nning. You can 
mention articles you don't like if there are any. 

Suggestions too , will be welcomed , and get down to writ
ing for next year's as soon as you like. 

In conclusion, the oLd, old wish, a Happy Christmas, fl 
Prosperous New Year, nnd good hunting. 

Yours sincerely, 
Herbert Leokenby. 
H. Mflurice Bond. 
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compiled by Leonard PactJJlfill 
Th~nks to the courtesy of John R.Shaw who kindly loaned his files 

(Editor's Foreword.- The following list, carefully qompiled by Leonard 
Paclanan, should prove of great velue to Gem collectors, especially the 
older ones who remember the original stories. It so often happens that 
they are particularly desirous of obtaining some favourite story of their 
youth, but owing to their scarcity are unable to do so, Ase result they 
ha.ve to fall beck on the reprint, if it was reprint ed. The difficulty 
has been tracing it, for as will be seen, in praoticelly every instance 
the reprint wa.s given a new title, in many cases, too, quite different to 
the original. Well, here you have original and reprint eide by side. 

Another interesting point about it is this. It is well known tha.t 
very few of the "imitation" stories were reprinted - they didn't des erv e 
to be. A check with John R. Shaw's will confirm this, and at the same 
t i me strengthen his claim that his lists ar e r eliable.) 

GEM LIBRARY' j-d SERITIS 

Original Number end Title 

3. Tom Merry's Schooldays. 
7. OUr Captain, 
9. Tom Merry on th e Warpath. 
11, Tom Merry at St. Jim's. 

12, The Terrible Three. 
13. Tom Merry' a Mistak e •. 
14 •. The Master's Secret. 
16, On the Trail. 
17. High Jinks et St. Jim's. 
18. Tom Merry's Washing Day. 
19. Honouz·e Divid ed. 
20. Tom Merry's Day Out. 
21. The Triple Allianc e . 
22. The Merry Hobby Club. 
23. Tom Merry's Ruse. 
24. Expelled from St. Jim's. 
25. Tom Merry's Camp , 
26. The Smart Set at St. Jim's. 
e7. Thu Return of Monty Lowther. 
28, Playing the Geme . 
29. Tom Merry in Troubl e . 
30. A Regular Rascal. 
31. The Nine Det ectives. 
32, Head Cook and Bottl e ,v·asher, 
33. Tom Merry's Weekly, 
34, By Order. 
35. Spoofed. 
36. D'Arcy Romance . 
37. Tom Merry's Christmas. 
38. A Sneak. . 

Reprint Number and Titl e 

1221. Tom Merry - New Boy. 
1222. The Hero of Clavering. 
1223. Tom Merry's Chall enge. 
1224. Goodbye Clavering - Hullo to 

St. Jim•s. 
1225. Tom Merry Gate Going. 
1226. The ~stery Master. 
1227, A Gangster at St. Jim's. 
1228. The Schoolboy "'Tees". 
1229. The st. Jim's Menageri e. 
1230. Tom Merry & Co. on Strik e . 
1231. Tom Merry, th e Boy 'Teo. 
1232. The St. Jim's Speed Cops. 
1233, St. Jim's on th e Stag e . 
1234, The Greet Stamp Mystery. 
1235. Under a Convict 1 s. Thwnb. 
1277} Sacked from St. Jim's, 1277, 
1236. Gay Dogs of St. Ji~'s. 
1237, The J aper of St. Jim's '. 
1239. The Football Fake . 
1240. The Schoolbo;y Smugglers. 
1241. Easy Terms for th e Saints. 
1243. The "Big Nine" at St. Jim's . 
1244. Journ nliste of St. Jim's. 
1245. Tom Merry - Editor. 
1246. Banned by th e "Beaks" , 
1238. The Gun~owder Plot et St. Jim's. 
1247. Lovolorn Gussy .-
1242. St. Jim's for Merry Christm as . 
1248. Tho Sneak of th e Shell, 
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40. Ston,y Broke. , 
42. Figgins' Fig Pudding. 
43. Tom Morry'1s Double. 
44. Tom Merry & Co. in Town. 
45. Figgins & Co I a Feilure. 
46. Danger Ahead. 
4 7. Tom MeI'l'Y'·' e Quest. 
4a. Pete of St. Jim's. 

1249. The M}rstery' of the Hut. 
1250. Puddings and Pains at St. Jim's. 
1251. Tom Merry the Second. 
1252. St. Jim's on the Spl'Oe, 
1253. The Nobbling of "lfobbler Jim" • 
1255. · The Tree.ty of St. Jim's. 
1256. The St. Jim's Magician. 
1257. ShOWJ11en of St. Jim's. 

End ot jd. eeriee 

GE?.t ld. SERIES 

. ' 

Orig. 
No. Title Reprint 

No. 

l. The Gathering of the Clans. 1254. The Treaty of St. Jim's. 
2. Miss Priscilla I s Mission. 1256. Priscilla th e Pea.oemeker. 

· ,. King of the Castle. 1259. The Vengeance of "Nobbler Jim", 
4. St • . Jim's to th e Rescue. 1260. Sportsmen of St. Jim's. 
5. DI Arey the Dude. ' 1261. Gussy Goos Goofy. 
6. The Invaders. 1262. Invaders of St. Jim's. 
8. The Tell-tale. 126}. Mellish - the Mischief Maker. 9, The Bogus Detective. 1264, Just like Gussy. 

10. Tom Merry's Bezeer. 12q5, Sal esmen of St. Jim's. 
11, Tom Merry's Struggle.) 1266. The Kidnapped Cricketers. ' 12. St. Jim's Leeds. ) 
13. Skimpole's New Idea. 1267. The St. Jim's Parliament. 
14. Th~ Parliamentary Candidat e .) 1268• Prime Minist er 0 ~ st. Jim's. 15, Told on th e Telephone. ) 
17. D'Arcy's Misadventure. 1269, Det ective D'Arcy, Dud. 
19. The Jley'starious Hamper. 1270, The Night Raiders. 
20. Blake & Co's Triumph. 1271. Redskins of St. Jim's. 
21, Skimpole 'a Fancies. 1272. Cousin Ethel's Chempion. 
23. Tom's Terribl e Time. 1273. The ]ey'stery of tho Missing Rel~, 
24. Tom Merry in Camp. 1274. St. Jim's under Canves. 
25. The Rivel Camps. 1275. The Rival Campers. 
26. Sk1mpola1 s Airship. 1276, Skimpole th e Inventor. 
27, The Heed's Surpriso. 1278, Tom Merry & Co. on tho Spree, 
28. Tom Merry Mloat. 1279. 11 All Aboard the Condor" • 
29, St, Jim's et See. 1280. The Floating School. 
30. The School on the Steamer. 1281. Th<:: Ocean Rebola. 
31. The Wreck of the FloatS81fool :, .. . 1282. T}ie Shipwreck ed Sohool, 
32. Skimpole's Salvage. · 1283. Skimpole th .a Deep-See Diver. 
33. The Boy Detectives. 1294. Det ectiv es of St. Jim's. 34. D'll.roy 1s Secret. 1285, Cousin Ethel's Birthday. 
35. The Joker of St, Jim's, 1286. Tom Merry & Co, et the Zoo, 
}6, D 'llroy Minor. 1287 • The Fighting Fag. 
37. Darrell's Secret. 1288. The Sixth-Former•e Secret. 
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38. The Scouts of St. Jim's. 
39. The Fifth at St. Jim's. 
40. The Disappearanc e of Wally. 
41. The Ghost of St, Jim's. 
42. Fatty No. 2. 
43, The Schoolboy Jockey. 
44. Tom Merry & Co. at the Fair. 
45, The Plot Against the Head. 
46. Tom Merry's Voyage. 
47, Tom Mer ry in New York. 
48. Tom Merry i .:i Chicago. 
49. Tom Merry i n the Rockies. 
50. Tom Merr J & Co. out West. 
51. The Raggi ng of Buck Finn. 
52. A Lad of the League. 
53. D'.lll'cy Mi.~or'e Chum. 
54. The Son of a Sailor. 
56. Tho Cod of St. Jim's, 
50. Skimpole ' ~ Scholarslµ.p. , 
60. Tom Mer.::y i n Liverpool. 
61. Smuggl ed. to School. 
64, The St. Ji m's Inventor. 
66~ The Hypnoti st of St. J1~ 1s. 
67. Tom Merry's Week- end. 
69. A Son of t he Empire. 
70. Tom Mer ry 's Sub-Editor. 
71.' Sent t o Co1ten 'vcy . 
72. Tom Morry 1 s Tri'Wilph. 
73. Ployed but . 
75, Gussy's Guest. 
76, Skimpol e' s Discovery, 
79, Jack Blake' s Plot. 
eo. The St . J im's Inventors. 
82. Tom Mer=J1 S Tru.Jt. 
83, The School -House Secr et. 
84, Secked. 
85. The Haun~ed Tower, 
86. Miss Priscil la 's Paril. 
87, The Terr ib l e Three's Test. 
88 • The D 'Arey c-l:p • 
89, Tom Mer ry ' s Trip . 
91, Tom lVIer::y & Co. Abroad, 
92. Tom Mer ry in Par is. 
93. The Terrible Three's Christmas 

Party. 
96, The Circus at St. Jim's. 
97. Jaok Blake's Little Dodge. 

102. The St . Jim ' s Footballers. 
103. Skimpole the Third. 
104. Tom Mer:rY' s Tri al, 

1289, Boy Scouts of St. Jim's. 
1290. Tho Guys of St. Jim's. 

· 1291, Wally the Runawey-. 
1296, The Ghost of St. Jim's, 

· 1292, Fatty Wynn's Prize Porker. 
1293, The Schoolboy Jockey. 
1294, Tom Merry & Co. ~t the Fair. 

'1295, The Rivel Scouts. 
1297, America Bound. 
1298. Tom Merry & Co. in New York. 
1299, Gussy "Discovers" America. 
1300, Tom Merry & Co. out Wost. 
1301, Gussy th e Bronco Buster. 
1302. The Cowboy of St. Jim's. 
1303, The 1Jo'Ster.y Footballer. 
1304, Hero and Ced. 
1305. The Cell of the Se~. 
1354. The Woret ~oy et St. Jim's. 
13o6. The Swot of St. Jim's, 
1307, Tom Merry & ,Co. in Liverpool. 
1308. Smuggled to School. 
1309, The Schoolboy Inventor. 
1310. Tho Taming of the Tyr ent. 
1311, The FJtystery o£ Eastwood House . 
1312. The Coming of Kangaroo . 
1313. Well Hit, Walleby. 
1314, Chums on th e Road. 
1315, The Rival Schools. 
13,16. St. Ji m's for Ever. 
1317, Bunter at St. Jim's. 
1318. Skimpole 's Will-Po wer Wont. 
1319. The J ape of th e Term. 
1320. The Robot. of Sib•. Jim' s . 

•. 

1321. The Treasur e of Dylco~be Woods. 
1322. Billy Binks "Burglar" • 
1323, Barr ed by hie Chums. 
1324. The Secr ot of th e Tower. 
1325, Ructions at St. Jim's. 
1326. Miss Priscilla's Bodyguard. 
1,27. The D'Arcy Cup. 
1328. The Boy with Too l\'IaJ1iY Fri ends. 
1554. Tom Merry's Holiday Party. 
1555. Gussy in Gey Paree. 
1556. The Ghost of the Ruined 

1330. Chums ot the Circus. 
1,31. Gussy's Ster Turn. 
1340. D'.llrcy•s Dud Eleven. 
1329, Skimpole 's Three. 
1332, Under Suspicion. 
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106. Honour Bright. 
107. The Swell of the Circus. 
110. The St. Jim's Surprise. 
111. Tom Merry's Carnival. 
112. Tom Merry et Monte Carlo. 
115 • . Gl.yn's Great Wheese. 
116. Raiding the 'Raiders. 
119. The Leader of the New House. 
121. Well Played. 
125. The Jape Against St. Jim's. 
126. The ley'etery o~ the Most House. 
127. DI Arey' e Bank-Book. 
128. The St. Jim's Regatta. 
134. Lumley-Lwnley's Luck. 
137. Lwnley-Lumley•e Rival. 
138. Lumley-Lumley, Hero. 
139. The JJtyetery of the Mill. 
140. The Rugger Fo~h. 
141. A Shadow in the School • • · 
142. The New Box's Seoret. 
144. D1Arcy's Dia~ppointment. 
147. Binks the Millioneire. 
148. The Fatal Tel~grsm. 
149. Tom Merry's Fix. 
150. The Search for Tom :ti{erry. 
151. Tom.Merry's ResQlve. 
152~ Tom Merry Against St. Jim's. 
153. Mr. Merry. 
154. Tom Merry's Return .to . st.Jim's. 
155. No Class. , . 
157. Fa.tty Wynn's New Wheeze. 
158. Lumley-1,umley•s Return. 
159. Tom Merry v. Jeck Blake. 
160. The F a.i thful Fegs. . 
161. By Requoat of the Heed, 
162 • The Rurµi:wey. .. 
165. Joe's Champion. 
166. The Waif of St. Jim's. 
167. The .Rival Schools. 
168. Sainte v Gremma.ri!3ns. 
169. The Schoolmaster'~ Rescue. 
170. For the Heed's .Sake. 
171. The School Wit~out Mastera 
172. Burnt out. 
173. The Mysterious Document. 
174. Tom Merry's Treasure Island. 
175. The Schoolboy Castalfeya. 
176. Coronation Dey at St. Jim's .• 
177. The Fighting Schoolmaster. 
178, The Stowaway of St. Jim•e. 

13". Gussy's Seorifio ·e. 
1334. The Circus Schoolboy. 
1335, The l\itystery' Sohoolboy. 
1336. Tom Merry & Co. Go Gej. 
1337. The Bleck Domino. 
1338. The Four-Footed Phantom. 
1355. Falsely Accused. 
1,39. Fooled by Figgi?UJ. 
1379. Wally' e Wi.l.y Wheeze. 
1377. The Meohonioel Mt.In. 
1341. The Prisoner of the Moet Rouse. 
1342. Rolling in Money. 
1378. Tom Merry & Co's Regatte .• 
1369. ~ Diagreoe to St. Jim•a. 
1370. The St. Jim's Jockeys. 
1372. Outsider end Hero. 
1373. Th~ ~stery of th~ Mill. 
1353. St. Jim's in the Sorum. 
1385. A Shadow over St, Jim~e. 
1386. The Boy 'Who Came Back. 
1343. Gussy's Latest LovQ Aff~ir. 
1344. The :Millioneire Boot-boy. 
1345. Up ligoinst It. 
1346. Rallying Round Tom Merry. 4 I 

. 1347. Down on his Luck. 
1348. Gussy the Ghost. 
1349. The Rembler 1 s ·neoruit. 
1350. The Fags FormTmaater. 
1351. The Boy from 'the Underworld. 
1352. Not Wanted et St. Jim's. 
1356. Fotty Wynn's .Thin Time. 
1392. The Outsider's Return. 
1393. When Friends Fall Out. 
1394. The Schemer of the School. 
1395, Lumley'e Last Chenoe. 
1361. The Boy Vlho Ren Awey. 
1357. The Feg'e Secret. 
1358. The Cracksman•s Dupe. 
1359. Rival Raggers. 
1:,60. What Price Victory. 
l362. Tho Outsider. 
1380. Thu Marooned School. 
1381. St. Jim's Without Mastera. 
1363 • . Tho Fire Reiser. 
1364. Th0 Menace of the Dwarf. 
1365, Hidden Gold. 
1366. The St. Jim's Casteways. 
1321, Jubil ee De.y at St. Jim's. 
1,02. Th~ Fighting Form-meeter, 
138}. The Secret of Study Six. 
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179. The Boy from Nowhere. 1384. The Boy from Nowhere. 
180. Under False Colours. 1387. Under False Colours. 
181. The Secret of the Sea .• · . 1389. The ?vtYstery of the See. 
185. The Bleck House on the Moor. i3ee. The House of Fear. 
186. The Rally of the Rivel Co's. 1479. The Laugh's on the First Eleven. 
187. Bound by Honour. · · 1390. The Bully Who 'IJouldn' t Fight. · 
188. The Gypsy Schoolboy. 1391. The Gypsy Schoolboy. 
109. The Dormitory Secret. 1396. Th~ ?vtYstery of the Voults. 
190. Under Sealed Orders. 1397. Under Sealed Ordora. 
191. The Schoolboy Explorers. 1398. The St. Jim's Expl~rs. 
192. Tom Merry's Slave. 1399. Tom Merry's Cannibal. 
194. A False Chum. ~ 1401. The Outsider's El'lel!\Y'• 
195. D'..u-cy•e Double. 1402. D'."lrcy's Doubl~. 
196. When e Boy's Down. 1403. Figgy's Darkest Hour. 
197. The Ghost of St. Jim's. 1400. The Spectre ot St. Jim•e: 
198. For his School's Sake. 1404. He Didn't -Play the G~me. 
199. Held to Ransom. 1464. The Kidna.pped Heed.master. 
203·. Disowned by his Brother. 1414. Hie Convict :Brother. 
204. Captain D'Arcy. 1410. Captain Guasy. 
206. The Lanoeshire Led' a Invention. ·-1409. Glyn's Line:.wri ter. 
207. Their Dishonoureble Chum. 1412. His Honour et Steke. 
208. The Terrible Three's Recruit. 1411. The Schoolboy I{ypnotist. 
211. The New Firm et St. ji~'s. 1405. The New Firm "of St. Jim's. 
212. The Great Berring-Out et 

St. Jim's. 1406. Figgins Holds the Fort. 
213. Figgins & Co. 's New Mester. 
214. The Hero of St. Jim's. 
215. A Disgrace to ' )he School. 
216. Gussy's April ' Fools. 
218. In Honour Bound. 
219. Tom Merry's Peril. 
220. Towe'er Minor. 
221. The Shadow of Sheme. 
222. The Schoolboy Mutineers. 
224. Gussy's Cenedien Cousin. 
225. For the Sake of ·the Side. 
2!7. The New House Rivqls. 
228. Shurmed by his Fe,ther. 
229. Facing the Musio. 
230. The ~ip Hand. 
231. An .ll.ffeir of Dishonour. 
232. The Limit. 
233. Tom Merry's Legion of Honour. 
235. Tom Merry's Concert Party. 
237. StElge--Struok. 
238. Bought Honours. 
239. The Spy of \he School. 
240. Rough on Ratcliff. 
241. The Sentenpe of the House. · 
242. The Prefect's Plot. 

1407. From Footlights ' to School.meeter. · 
1408. True Blue. 
1413. The Faithful F8~. 
1415. Gussy' a Greet Idee .• 
1420. Redfern•s Record Reg. 
1416. The Menace of the ijed Triangle. 
1430 .• Towser' s Twin. 
1417. The Outcast o~ St. Jim's. 
1418. Be.rred by tho School. 
1419. Gussy's Canadian Cousin. 
1422. For the Seke of his Side. 
1423. The New House Rivels. 
1424, From Fourth-Former to Groce~ l3oy 
1425. Playing the Game. 
1426. The Schemer of St. Jim's. 
1427 • .An Affair of Honour. 
1428. Mias Poneonby's Pata. 
1429. A Damsel in Distress. 
1431. Tom Merry's Melody Makers. 

, 1432. The Stage-Struck Schoolbay. 
14S3. The Cheet. 
1434. The Sb:th-Former' s Seoret. 
1435. Regging Mr. Ratcli:f't. 
1446. The Boy who Defied his Form. 
1443. The Plot Against Tom Merry. 
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243. The Wrong Team. 
244. The Flooded School. 
245. The Schoolboy Scouts. 
246. One .Agoinst the School. 
247• Beffled. 
248, Caught Red-Handed. 
249. Herd Times, 
250, Nobody's Study, 
251. Grimes of the Fourth. 
252, One of the Beet. 
253, The Captain's Rivel. 
255 • The R1 va). Housemesters • 
256. The New Boy's Secret. 
258. Tom Merry1,s Promise. 
262. The Masked :mnterteiners. 
263. At Gripe with the Gremmeriens. 
265. Ashamed of his Neme. 
266. The Leet Hope. 
267. Shoulder to Shoulder. 
268. HiddiUl Treasure et St.Jim's. 
269, D'Arcy's n,dge,. 
270. The Schoolboy Firefi~hters. 
272. under e Clotcl. · 
275. Tom Merry's Diaoovery. 
276. The· St. Jim's Adventurers. 
277. The Strike at St. Jim's. 
278. The Schemer. · 
280. The Scamps .of the School. 
282, The Rascal of St. Jim's. 
283, ·Teggle's B~nefit. 

1445, The Wrong Team. 
1400. Weshed Out. 
1436. Chums on Patrol. 
1437. The Outsider's Derkeat Hour. 
1438. The htY'stery Men of St. Jim's. 
1439. Mr. "X" Unmeaked. 
1447. D'Arcy the 'Teo. 
1452. The 1,zy'stery of ·Nobody' a Study. 
1441. Grimes Gets Going. 
1442, One 0 1 the Beet. 
1444. The Captain's Rivel. 
1453. The Housemaster'a Secret. 
1448. The New Boy's Secret. 
1449. Under Suepicion. 
14 50. The Me.eked Trio, 
1451. St. Jim's on the Warpath. 
1455. The Boy with Big Idee.s. 
1454. Tom Merry I a ~st Hope. 
1461. They Faced Dishonour. 
1466. Rivals on the Treasure Trail. 
1456, The Runaway. 
·1457, FireFightera of St, Jim's. 
·1403, The :Mystery of Tom Merry. 
1469. Clue to n Fortune. , 

· 1470. The Treasure of the SAnta . Maria . 
1486. St. Jim's on Strik e . 
,1465. St. Jim's 11ischief-Meker No.l, 
1458. Getting Even with Retty. ..' 
1477. For the Honour of St. Jim's, 

284, Schoolboy and Gentleman Boxer, 
1468. Figgy 1·s Grand Circus. 
1471. Tom Marry' s Big Fight. 
1478. They Called him a Coward. 285. Misunderstood. 

286. Friends Divided. 
287, Playing tQ Win. 
289, Wally on the Warpath. 
290, The. Meee~ge of . :ritrstery. 
291·. The Black Sheep. 
292, Fatty Wynn's Hunger~trike. 
294, Gussy's Guest •. 
295, At the Eleventh Hour. 
296. Tom Merry Minor. 
297, ~ Disgreoe to hie House. 
298, Streight as e Die. 
299, By Whoee Hand. 
300, The Drudge's Chance. 
301. £100 Rewerd. 

}02. The Mystery of the Pai.ni8Sm · 

303, The Schoolboy Raiders. 
304. The Cockney Schoolboy. 

1472, Ginger for Pluck. 
1487. The Traitor. 
1473. Welly on the Warpath. 
1476. The Sign of Three. 
1488. The Ble ,ck Sheep's Dupe. 
1474. Fetty Wynn's Hunger-Strike. 
14 75. The Boy who knew Everything, 
1467. Tom Merry's Gree.t Jape. 
1539. Tom iVIerry Minor, 
1463. The Boy from the East. 
1494. The Drudge at St. Jim's. 
1499. Gore's Guilty Seoret. 
1495. lqnn's Luck. 
1462. The Convict Hunters. 

{1504. ,The 11.~etar., of Eeetwood •Bouse. 
Cl505. The Hidden Hand. 
1497, The Schoolboy Raiders. 
1459. A Cockney at St. Jim's. 
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305. Parted Chums. 
306. The Ghost Hunters. 
307. Ceught Napping. 
308. Not Wanted. 
309. D'Arcy's Delusion. 
311. Earning his Living. 
312. Making Things Hum. 
313. Rallying Round Figgins. 
315. Led Astrey. 
316. A Birthdey Celebr ation. 
317. The New Captein. 
318. Captain Tom Merry. 
319. The Housemester•e Peril. 
320. Under his Thumb. " 
321. Deepere.te Measures. 
322. Trouble for Tom. 
323. A Da:ngerous Double . 
324. A Change of Identity. 
325. Brought ~o Book. 
326. The Shengheied Schoolboys. 
327. Tried end True. 
328. D'Arcy the Ventriloqueet. 
339. The River Petrol. 
3:,1. JJ.gy of St. Jim's. 
332. Playing e Part. 
334 • . The Toff 1 
33,. Hero and Roeoel. 
336. The Hidden Hand. 
337. The Parting of the Waye. 
338. Monty Lowther' e Ml.stoke. 
339. The outsider's Choice. 
340. Gussy's House-Party. 
341, Held by the EneiJV. 
342. The St. Jim's Cerov anners. 
343. The Housemaster•s Bodyguard. 
345. The Fighting Prefect. 
346. The Secret Cormnittee. 
351. The King's Pardon. 
,52. Working his Wey. 
353. Saving Talbot. 
354. Tom Merry's War Fund. 
355. Coptured by Cipher. 
356. Keeping it Derk. 
35s. Talbot's Triumph. 
361. The Call of the Pest. 
362. Cast out from the School. 
363. Loyal to th e Last. 
369. Looking after Mossoo. 
371. Master Marie. 
172. Luvison'e Double. 

1460. TheCoclmey Turne up Trumps. . 
1506. The Ghost of St. Jim's. 
1498. The Leet Leugh. 
1507. The Funk of the Fourth. 
1508. Gussy's Latest Love Affair. 
1510. Gussy Goes to Work. 
1496. Micky Makes Things Hum. 
1509. The Swot. 
1511. Looking after Lowther. 
1493. Jolly Jinks at St. Jim's. 
1500. Tom Merry's TriWDph. 
1501. Copt ein Tom Mel'l'1• 
1512. The Housemester's Peril. 
1502. A Bully et the H&lm. 
1503. Skipper and Schemer. 
1481. Tom Merry's Bodygue:rd. 
1524. Tom Merry's Double. 
1525. Tom Merry Kid.napped. 
15~6. He Wanted to be Expelled. 
1485 • The Shtmgbaied School boys • -
1527. Heir to Millions. 
1484. Gussy th e Ventriloquist. 

,. 

1482. The Curlew Petrol Wins Through. 
1480. Green es Greea. 
1523. The Lure of the Footlights. 
1489. The Coming of the To£f. 
1490. The Schoolboy Creckamen. 
1491. The Toff's Enen;,. 
1492. The Toff at the Crose-roe.de. 
1534. Lowther :Brings· the Rouse Down. 
1535. The Boy Who Rhew too Much. 
1536. Gussy's Unweloome Guest. 
1537. The Stol en Stuc:1'7. 
1538. Rival Car avenners. 
1522. The Housemester•s Bodyguard. 
1513. The Fi ghting Pr~feot. 
1514. The Secret Society of St. Jim•s. 
1515. The Return of the Toff. · 
1516. The Toff's Chenoa. 
1517. A Shadow of the Fest. 
1520. The St. Jim's Charity Fund. 
1518. The Seor et of th e Cipher. 
1519. St onding by th eir Skipper. 
1521. The Toff's Triumph. 
1548. The Toff's Derk Hour. 
1549 •. Tha Boy they Betrayed. 
1550. St anding by .,.th e Toff. 
1551. The Mystery of Mossoo. 
1552. The Worst Form at St. Jim's. 
1528. The Mystery of Levison. 
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376. The Path of Dishonour. 
377. For Another's Sake. 
37a. The Hero of the Hour. 
379. Grundy of the Shell. 
380. Kildare for St. Jim's. 
381. A Son of Scotland. 
3EI-A Hero of Wales. 
383. Tom Merry for England. 
390. The Rival Weekly. 
391. A Captured Chum. 
394. The Jew of .St. Jim's. 
401. Grundy's Great Game. 
402. Well Pl ayed Julian. 
404. Gussy and th e Girl. 
405. Skimpole's Windfall. 
4o6. The Last Hope. 
409. Red.fern's Berring-OUt. 
412. D'Arcy'a Daring. 
413, Grundy the :J:typnotiet. 
414, The Bounder of St. Jim's. 
415. Barred by th e Study. 
417~ Troubl e for Trimble. 
419. The Study Wreckers. 
421. Manners Minor. 
422. The Right Stuff. 
426. D 'Arey ' ·a Debt. 
431. Grund~ the Ventriloquist. 
432. In Spite of All. 
435. Skimpole tho Sportsman. 
436. Under Gussy's Protection. 
437. A Strange Secr et. 
440. Moneybags Minor. 
441. Too Clever by Half. 
443. Grundy t he Detective. 
446. Kild ar e 's Eneiey". 
449. Fri ends or Foes? 
450. Levison on th e Warpath. 
451. Levison Minor. 
453. By Cousin Eth el's Wish. 
454. On Hie Honour. 
455. A Surprise for St. Jim's. 
456. D'Arcy in Disgrace. 
460. Harries' Orc~estrB. 
462. Levison Minor's Luck. 
464. For his Brothe r's Sake. 
465. Grundy's Guilt. 
466. The Wisdom of Gussy. 
472. Hard Lines for Levison. 
475. Cardew of the Fourth. 
476. A Puzzle for St. Jim's. 
477. Facing the Music. 

· 1567. The Thief. 
1568. Talbot Takes the Blame. 
1569. The Circus Schoolboy. 
1533. The Tough G\Q' of the Shell. 
1529. He Wouldn't Sell His Side. 
1531. A Son of Scotland. 
1530. The Way of a Welshman. 
1532. The Bulldog Breed. 
1540. Editor Grundy, 
1541. The Boy Who Spoofed St. Jim•s. 
1542. The Jew of St, Jim's. 
1543. The Fool of the School. 
1544. The Silent 'Witnese. 
1553, Gueey in Love Again. 
1545. Skimpole the Benevol ent. 
1546. Skimpole Scrape. 
1549. The New House Riot. 
1562. Gussy eeys "No"l 
1557. Grundy the R1Pnotist. 

1558. Trimble the Twister. 
1559. Trimble Tries it On. 
1560. Tom Merry Expelled. 
1561. The Wreckers. 
156,. The Ragging of Reggie. 
1564. ~ nners Minor Makes Good. 
1565. Big Business Gussy. 
1581. Grundy the Ventriloquist. 
1582. His Ble.ok Sheep Brother. 
1578. Skimpole the Sportsman. 
1579. The Funk of the Fourth. 
1580. The Boy who Betrayed Himself. 
1570. Moneybags Minor. 
1575. Tho Price of Silence. 
1571. He Thought he was a 'Teo. 
1572. The Boy from South Africa .• 
1504. Betrayed by his Cousin. 
1573. Levison's Revenge. 
1597. Levison Minor. 
1577. Tom Merry & Co's Dog Show. 
1583. Forbidden to Fight. 
1598, The Bylcombe Recruit. 
1574 . They Thought he was a Rott er. 
1576. The Schoolboy Bond~onductor. 
1599. The Taff's Enemy. 
1600. To Save hie Broth er. 
1601. Sherlock Grundy1 Esq. 
1602. A Lesson for Levison. 
1603. The Boy with a Bed Name. 
1604. ~~ Cool Customer. 
1605. Cardew Mekee Amends. 
1606. Tom Merry's Secret Enemy. 
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479, Breakers of Bounds. 
400. The Chums of Number Nine . 
404. Looking for Trouble. 
499. Welker1 
504. Clempe's Cousin. 
512. The Schemer of the Shell. 
513. Tom Merry's Brag. 
518. MDnners' Vendetta. 
521. Foes of the School House . 
522. From Foe to Friend. 
544. The Plunger. 
546. The Triumph of Tompkins. 
562. Celled to Order. 

1607. Out of Bounds. 
1609. The l\lzy"st ery of Card ew. 
1610. c~rdew Comes a Cropper. 
1613. The St. Jim's Surprise Packet. 
1614. A Snob's Lesson. 
1611. Racke 's Vengeenoe. 
1612. Tom Merry's Boost . 
1615. The Boy from New Zeol ond. 
1616. Manners' Feud. 
1617. From Foe to Friend. 
1618. Gussy's Big Gomble. 
1619. Thoy Call ed him a Duffer. 
1620. Cordew Cuts Loose. 

565. The lVIiedeede c$f Mulvony Minor. 1621. Tho Misdeeds of Miclcy'. 
1588. Wher e 's ·our Car avan Rest ed? 
1509. Seven in th e Soup. 

595. The Schoolboy Coravanners. 
596. Rivals of the Road. 
597. Th e King's Highway. 
599. Triumbl e on the Treok. 
600. Foes of th e Fifth. 
601. Looking After Gussy. 
602. Charl ey ond the Ceravenners. 
603. Str andedt 
605. Ructions on the Roed. 
607. The Fog's Honour, 
626. Glyn's Great Stunt. 
66~. The St. Jim's Hunger-striker. 
955. The Iv',tystery Cricketer. 
959. Chums under C~nvoe. 
960. Honours Event 
980. Trimble Tri es it on. · 

~ MYSTERY; 

1590. The Rebel Car avanner. · 
1591. The Uninvited Caravanner. 
1592. ·Ructions on the Road, 
1593. Looking Aft ar Gussy. ' 
1594. Charl ey's ahampion. 
1595, Str anded. 
1596. Rivals of th e Road. 
1622. The Schemer of th e Sixth. 
1623,· Glyn's Hair-R eising Inv ention. 
1624, The St. Jim's Hunger-striker. 
1585, The Mystery Crick et Coach. 
1586. St. Jim's under Canvas. 
1587, Rival Campers. 
1566. The Artful Dodger. 

., 

~s all Sexton Blake lovers know, Robert Murray wro~e 
the famous Confederation stories, which ran f or years in 
the Union Jack. But did he write the last one - "The Great 
Round-up"? Those familiar with his style would be prepared 
to gamble he didn't . It is entirely di f f erent to all the 
others. Moreover, Inspector Coutts , who hitherto had worked 
side by side with Blake and Tinker and shared ~11 their 
perils , was never mentioned in th a t story throughout . Could 
anyone imagin e Murray deprive him of being in ~t th e do~th? 

If for some reason it was necessary to give the job 
of finishing the Confereration off to someone, why did th a t 
substitute commit such a shocking injustice and why did the 
editor allow it? 

*** 



by John Medcreft 

If I could use the Time Machine of H. G. Wells and adventure beck into 
the past in search of lost youth I sh?uld choose the period of · nzy-eorly 
boyhood in the heyday of the comic paper. Al though nearly helf a century 
has passed sinoe I first met T!foary Willie end Tired Tim in the r;,ink r;,eges. 
of "Illustrated Chipt311 , yet t he charm of th ese old papers has never left 
me. Nor am I alone in thi .s sentiment, for many men who feel no urge to 
possess or collect oth~r boyhood books have succumbed to the nostalgic 
longing for a glimpse of th eir earliest love, tho comic papers. Alas, 
this desire is rarely grAtified, for of all our boyhood f1wouri tea the 
comic P,Bper has fared the wo't'st in the march of t i me . · 

Between 1895 and 1914 many of th EJee pap~rs were launched by Harmsworths 
Peorsons, Trappe Holmes, Henderson and minor p~blioh ers, some fell by the 
wayside but the majority were successful end b0came est ablished favourites. 
"The Big Budget" under th e rGgime of Arthur Brooke was one of the vecy beat, 
a comic paper and boys' journal combined. How we enjoyed the weekly antics 
of Airy Alf and Bo~ncing Billy on the front page with' Happy Ike and Gloomy 
Gus leading a host of other comic characters inside before turning to the 
many fin e serials for which the "Big Budget" · wes famous • . Ther e was 
"The Seven Stare 1 end other stories of Kenyon Ford by Maxwell Scott; 
11Galbrai th of St. Ansel.ms", one of the many by Heney Farmer; "Through 
TrEiitor 1s Gflte" and "Dion th e Cherioteer" by populsr Henry T. Johnson; 
"Peril · Ia land" F.ind othe :r:-s by Sidney Drew, wh:U e Herbert Maxwell, Stscey 
Blake, Claude HeRthcote end Reginald Wray added furth er lustre to a grand 
boys I paper. ' 

Another greet favourit e , "The Jester", commenced its beet and longest 
series in 1901 and we& o formidable riv al of t he "Big ·Budget" which it 
closely resembled in format. Of the comic cha~ect.ers, HAPPY Ike find the 
Bunsey Boys; Chokee Bill end the Area SneaY.e:::-and th e rivalry of Cholly 
and Gewge linger longest in my memory. Amongs t many fine seri EJls I 
rocall ' "St::-ongbold th o Glad~.e~o:i:-11 and "The King's Highway" by Honey St .John; 
"Twi.co Round the Glor.a" flnd' me~· more by Sidney Dr1:JW; "Sawdust and Spangl Gs ' 
by Claude Ht3ethcote and "Sexton Bl ake; or, th e Cliqu f' of Deeth" by 
1vrexwell Scott . It is a ouriosi ty that so mar,y auJ.;ho1·s wrote for two rival 
papers. 

"Chips", · with the immortal pvir 1/eacy WilJ ie and Tired Tim disporting 
themselves on the front pag e and th e entice of th e Casey Court boys on tho 
back, was e universal favourite. Foremost amongst the mAny gripping 
e.drials was "The House on the H:)ath" by Hubert Trelewney, an 1::ngine er turtled 
author. This t entastic story of the deadly rivalry of two super s~ientists 
in quest of the elixir of life I hDve rere~d many tim es with consi derable 
enjoyment but, ales, never. have I succee ·ded in recapturing the awesome 
thrill that held, me rigid ovs;r the weekly inst alments in the fer off days 
of 'fII3' ,oyhood. Trelawney wrote several more stories of this typ e for 
"Chips", two I remember vividly were "The Man Yithout a Soul" end "The Death 
Stone". Later he wrote "The Cruise of the Octopus" in which two rivel 
inventors chase each other around the glob e in submarines equipped .with ell 
known and many unknown ond highly improb!"ble sci entific devices. Then 
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followed by en anonymous writ er , "Beyo"ld the Golden Mist" e really fine 
story of the discovery of pa.rt of lost Atlantis in the centre of the 
Sargasso Sea. Yes, "Chips" was a first class paper. 

"Comic Cute", the first of the Hormosworth comic papers, we~ similar 
to "Chips" in format and contents. The comic charact ers ware l ess 
settl ed although none the less enjoyable Pnd I r ecell Happy Herry and 
Lucky Luces; Crusoe end Co., end the Mulberry Fleta whil e Chokee Bill end 
his friend elso oppeared for e spell. , One seri al · that impressed itself 
on ur:, memory wee "The House of the Blue Flame" by Hubert Trelewnay in hie 
favourite scientific vein. Both "Comic Cuts" and "Chips" oont ained meny 
serials of the malodrematic typ .a, et rendom I r ecell "The House with the 
Red Blinds", "The Fatal Seven", "The City of Millions" , "The Bleck Riv er"~ 

"Medem Bluebeard" 9 ''Whil e London Sleeps" 9 "Th~ Vanishing Man" end "999", 
Stonhope Sprigg wroti:j sever al but th e mejori ty were f!noeymous. lul were 
good r eoding and around 1910 Hermsworthe st arted to reissue them in com
plete form es "The London Library", but the -project petered out ond only 
e few numbers were issu ed. · 

"The Comic Home Journal", enoth_er old fovourite, wee started as El 

companion paper to "Chips" which it closely resembled. .After ~ long run 
under this title it wes ren amed "The Butterfly" .et the commencement of a 
lll;)'W series in 1905 and continu ed in populerity for many more -yeore. 
"The Butterfly's" chief funmokers were Jeck Robinson end hie pint sized 
s~bmarine, two comic pirates end verious damsels more or lees in distress. 
j\Jnongs t the eerie ls "The House on the Heeth" r eappeared with undiminished · 
popularity and I have joyful memories of "Three Leda in e MotoT Boat", ~ 
bo~sterouely f~ seri al bye youthful writer probably inspired by 
J erome K. Jerome's famous story. The only schoo l story I can rec all was 
"The Boys of the Dendy Fi fth" • 

The publishing firm of Tra~pe, Holmes end Co. wer e also actively 
producing comic papers of wh:tch "Larke", "Funny Cuts" ond the "World I s 
Comic" were the most successful end enjoyed long runs, althoug~ not 
approaching th e stenderd of Hermeworth and Pearson. In 1898 they broke 
fresh ground with the public ation of the "Coloured Comic" to which th eir 
rivele had no reody answer, but when "Puck" W ElS l!lunchad by Harmsworth in 
1904 th e answer W!:IB in dVery way complete end satisfying. Printed in 
several colours on the front page ond two colo u.xs else where, 11Puck11 wee 
grand value for a pelll'zy' even in those enviable days when a lot could be 
b~ught fmr s few pence. On th e front page the Casey Court boys herl pride 
of plsce whil e inside were r ecorded the deeds of the notorious Billy Smiff 
end hie bend of juv enile pir ates, the scourge of the Wendle end terror ·ot 
the local shopkeepers. On th e back page througnout the entire run of the 
poper ,, the indef atigable Professor Radium strove for the benefit of humanity 
with numerous weird end wonderful inv entions which inv ariably fa.il ed et e 
critical stage with disastrous results end painful consequences for the 
professor end others in the vicinity. The attractive formet and wealth 
of comic oharacters rather overshadowed the stories in "Puck" but tb,ey 
were well up to atenderd 'end included "Crusoe Island" , "Th~ Sign of the 
Crimson Croes", "The Secret Submarine" ( the "Cruise · of the Ootopue" 
reprinted), "Three Chums in a Car" illustrated by Chapman, togeth er with 
football end cricket reminiscences of famous players. 
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The four Henderson comic papers were good end if "ScrBl)s" was a trifle 
more edul t than the oth era thet wee no detriment. "Nuggets" had a comic 
,aection throughout its 15 years' life, 'but only with the final aeries was 
the size end forme-t of en orthodox comic paper .adopted. In this form 1 t 
had e short run but its ooloured suooeesor, "Lot-o-fun" wee the beat of' the 

· bunch end laete,!l to the end of the Henderson re gime. "Lot-o-fun' e" ohiat . 
11nd only outstanding comic chareoter was thEit lovable vagrant, Dremny 
Denial, drawn by George Devey end feetured throughout the entire run of 
the peper. In TIJ¥ opinion, DreaTIJ¥ Daniel wee one of the three ' best comic 
or ea.tions in this type of 11 terature, fo;r there is pathos and sentiment 
mingling with humour in his many ludicrous adventures. For broad humour 
only I rate Weary Willie and Tired Tim end Pr ofessor Radium the equal of 
Dreenor Daniel. The "Lot-o-fun" seriels ware first cl ass _with our .late 
good friend, R. A.H. Goodyear to th e fore with "The 1'.l}rater; et Mount· 
Oliver'~, "The Boye of Feethernest" and "Roy Mai tlendJ a Schooldays", the 
latter one of the vory best. Derwent Mi all, another grand sohoo~ story 
wri tar who gave up authorship ell too su~, contributed "The School Vendette" 
"The Schoolboy Detectives" Eind "The Pirate Motor Boat". "L.ot-o-fun alweys 
hod a school soriel running end others I recall t=ire "Lalehem•s Feud" , e 
story founded on feet, end "Out of Bounds" by Hor ace Phillips. In addition, 
sever al of Colonel Prentiss Ingraham•a · ":Buffelo Bill" a:bories were re
printed. A grand paper, particularly in the early stages. "Comic Lite" 
which started in 1896 wee first printed on pink paper but later adopted 
the iri ght ooloure of "Lot-o-fun" which it rese mbled in format and conto~ts. 
In addition to its quote of aohool end other stories several of th e 
.A,. R. Phillipa' historical romenoee were reprinted from "Young Folks", 
One of the first seriA.le and the one l: remember beat wal3 "The Waltham 
Wabblere" by· R. Andom (A. W. Berrett '~, a really funey story of · the mis- ' 
adventures of e bore' cycling club. 

. "Chuoklas 11 which commenced in J anuery 1914, may be considered th e lest 
of .the older type .of comic papers end should be of special interest to the 
Hamilton clen on account of th e Greyfriers and Courtfi eld Sohool series by 
Frank Riche,rds which ran during the first year. Included were st ories ot 
Teddy Baxter by Prosper Howard and Ferrara .Locke to gether with reprints of 
f amous old time serials, "Guy Prescott's Trust" by Craven Gower and "The 
Secret of the Themes" by John T.regellis. On th e front page th e work &f en 
old "Puck" artist oen be rec ognised in the amusing exploits of 1Breezy Ben 
end Dismal Dutchie. "Chuckles" eterted et an unfortunate time, oth erwise 
1 t would have had a much longer run. · 

As I write melliY half forgotten comic oherectars crowd TIJ¥ memory; the · 
Highlanders of th e Breeside; John James Jimson, en interfering know-all 
who persisted in a.dvising others with diee.strous results ( I fancy this 
character wee drawn from life); a burlesque on Ancient Egypt with Tatcho 
the Seer falling foul of King Radishes weekly ·and apparently spending the 
intervening deye enjoying the amenities of the Torture Chamber; the 
exquisite and unfortunate politeness of Gaston and Alphonse, Mr.Hubbubs; 
the Newlayweds of ''Puok"; I could go on end on but time end epeoe for~ids. 

The joyous double numbers were frequent in th e halcyon days before _ 
1914 with all see sons and holidays duly commemorated while birthday a.nd 
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New Year numbers were not overlooked. A few papers went even further and 

included outstan~ events such as the Varsity Boat Rece, the "Big :Bud.get" 
I 

being particul arly levish in this respect • . Best of all was the Chr~stmas 

Double Number which usu ally arriyed in late November after weeks of pre

liminary notices. Whnt e feast of seasonable fare tt contained , from 

the s~ow and holly bedecked title to mistletoe around the Editor's Chat 
with ghosts, waits, pudding and pantomime and every possible Christm assy 

espeot i~ picture end story. With eusteri ty Christmas 1949 on the way 

I pause end sigh for those I have known in the past. Ah me, those were 
the days. · 

ITEM OF INTEREST: 
In last year's Annual, we mentioned that Henry T.Johnson•s 

"Pride . of the Ring" WfJ.S published both in atrmsworth papers 
and ~ldine. 

There was another instance , for his "Dion, the Clw.rioteer" 
rnn fl s a serinl in Pearsons Big Budget, nnd. .vma .re-pubJJ,.ahed 
yeArs later in the ~ldine Boys Own 3d L~brary. 

cJUST TO ~KE YOUR MOUTH WA. TER: 
.. . 

. 
30 Boys Friend 3d Libraries , 90 Boys Friends, Realms and 

Heralds; also 800 cigarette cards anc). album , 35 miscellaneous 
books. Take 5s.Od for the lot. R.Bra.okenborough, 9, Victoi:ia 
~venue, Margf\te. 

Boys Realms, Boys Heralds, Boys Friends, Plucks, Marvels, 
Union Jacks, 3s . 6d vol. Odd numbers ls.4d doz-en. Arthur Budge, 
146, Northgate, ~lmondbury , Huddersfield . 

No use wishing nmv; they were adverts whioh appeared in · 
the Boys Herald, "Exchange and Mart", _21st March, 1908. ' 

WANTED URGENTLY: Lot-o-Fun . Nos. l to 100, publish .ed by James 
Henderson , 1906-8. 5s.Od per number offered for good ·copies. 
John Medora.ft , 64, Wood~nds Road, Ilford, Essex. 

WANTED URGENTLY: SCHOOLBOY 'S OWN LIBRARY. Aey Rook';rnod and 
St.Jim's numbers before 168; also one or t wo others after this 
number. ~LSO any Greyfriars stor~es prior to number 277 nnd 
some nfter. Numbers of St.Fra.nk'a stories to complete set 
required are 4, 27, 54, 56 , 120, 366, und 369. Not interested 
in ·any others. Numbers nnd ·prioes to ~.J.Southway, P.O.Box ;, 
Beaconsfield, Cape Provinoe , SOUTH AFRICA. · 
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A Review of the Nelson Lee Yuletide Numbers 

By J. P. Wood 

How well the old-time authors knew the mixture for the id.eel Christ
mas story ~ a ghostly castle, lots of snow and a number of youthful ghost
hunters with ev~rything coming out all right in the end, the wholo thing 
concluding with the festive board groaning under tho weight of the sea.eon
abla ft:rre and jollity abounding. 

Faw authors knew the m:.xture better than our old friend Edwy Sea~lee 
Brooks, and th+oughout the history of th e Nel son Lea Library . he saw to it 
that we, h:ts devoted , reeders, w1=re never left without our seasonable 
reeding for Christmas time. 

·With . the first Chr~.stmas number on Novei11oer 25, 1916 .:.._ I believe · 
there was no official Ch!'istmas number in 1915 -- he set the stands.rd for 
the following years with "A 'Christmas of Peri1 11 in which all the old 
favourites , Nelson Lee, Nipper, Prof essor Zingrav e , Eileen Dere and Jim 
the Penman were featured. · Unfortunately I haven't got this copy so ! 
cannot detail the happt-m:tngs .on this ocoesio .. 9 nor do I possess the 1917 
number wh_ch I presume from th e titles would be "The Phantom of Tregellie 
castle". 

With the S't. ''.Frank' a stori es getting well into t heir strid e , however, 
Mr. Brooks began to "find his feet" es it were, an.d the Christmas numbers 
began to tak e the shape and strength of plot which we associate with his 
'golden er a11 

• . . 
"Tho lVzy"stery of .(}rey Towe:i;-s" (186 - Dec. 28, 191e) brought the former 

;Boy from Be:rmondsey to his an.cestra.l home for hi s first Christm as after 
he discove::-:ed his real identity es th o son of Sir Crawford Grey., of Grey 
Towers, Berkshire. Alighting at Gadsbury st ati on, he dr ove with his 
father and Reggie Pitt in a closed brough am t hrou gh th e falling snow to 
Grey Towers -- a noble looking pil e , although not cf any great vestnesa. 
·It was old, ve!'Y, very old • . Before long, mystery was to rear its ugly 
head, with Sir Crawford and his guests . augmented by the later arriv al of 
the stranded Handforth family, Nelson Lee , Nipper and his insep arable 
chums, bei ng fortun ate enough to outwit the plans of the rescelly butler 
Renee end h'I.s conf ederates. · 

Chrietm a~ 1919 (237, Dec. 20) found us et one of Dorri e 's palatial 
country houses - or rather, on this occasion , one which he had rent ed on 
the coast of Kent, Cliff Cestl a . This was a hRndsome old building 
perched on +,he top of a. cliff, 13nd Dorrie's sister, Lody Mornington, acted 
es ho'stess. 

Umlosi, th e huge Kutone chieft ein, was a member of th o party, end 
some of the boys' sisters were oleo there. Mystery feces were seen at 
inaccessible winclows" elmost as soon es the · party arrived at the castle. 
For those who wa.nted more Brooks, "In Track less Space" by Robert W .Comrade" 
was runni ng as e serial, while tpe current issue qf Detective Libr ary 
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carried a 14,000 word story of Nelson Lee, "The Casa of Dr. Men-Ling-Su". 
The Cliff Castle series was continued over the New Year, with Dorri e 
eteging a mock disappearance, and other odd happenings adding to the spooki, 
atmosphere before the party was able to enjoy its holidey in the e:ppropri•\e 
style. (Note: The Pre.irie Librery announced a new Nelson Lee-Huxton 
Bymer serial). 

December 25, 1920 (290) found the cinema-owners of St. Franks on 
holiday et Tragellis Castle, ancestral home of the Tregelli~-'!Jests, 
arriving needless to aey, in a blizzord. Before long, too, they were 
involved in the eftermeth of the struggle for the right to establish e 
more popular cinema in Bennington, their rascel .ly opponents, Ryen and Webb, 
trying to foroe the hend of. Levi's estute fother by kidnapping him. 

Thet story we.a anti tled "The Christma .s Plot" , and imagination wee 
apperently lapsing the following year, for the 1921 number (342 - Dec.24) 
was called "The Christmas Plotters". Once egBin the St. Frank's heroes 
were with Lord Dorrimore, this time at Dorri.more Hall, the ancestral home 
of the sporting peer. Another, non-too populer e guest, was Dr. Strafford, 
who was et this time being Dlllde the subject of the machinationa of 
Mr. Hugh Trenton end his revolutionary friends in en effort to spread 
their doctrine of enerchy into one of the country's biggest public schools. 
Even during the festive season, the Heed wee not to be free from the 
terrible trouble which hed come upon him, and Trenton stl"UOk egein before 
th~ end of the holiday. .And so, the Rebels left to return to St .Frank's 
to try to oooupy the school during the vacation, but the Loyalists were 
soon on th eir track end eeoh side occupied one of the two Houses, the 
whole thing eventually paving the wey for the Schoolboy Soviet -- shades 
of Stalint 

Things were e littl e more normal. in 1922 (394, Dec.23) for we were 
transported to Somerton Abbey to join the youthful Duke in passing the 
test which ell Dukes had to pass on their 15th birthdi;1y. Snow again lent 
en epprcpriete seasonable touch as the guests errived at the noble l)ile, 
en enormous pl ace, e gr oat turreted castl e with surrounding perks and 
estates. A former r esidence of Sexon kings, enoeetors of the Somertons~ 

The following year, (446, Dec.22) "The Schoolboy Senta Claus" saw the 
St. Frank's juniors unable to start on t heir holidays beceuse of snowbound 
trains. So they he.d to return to the school, but they meneg..:d to achi eve 
the Christmas spirit in the Heed's house, end helped several of Farmer 
Holt's labourers• f amilies to spend Christm as in o more joyous atmospher ~ 
then had seemed lik ely. They eleo managed to l~y the school "ghoe-t" 
who was looking for the legendery monk's tre esure. 

· They wore eleo neerer home ·;;he year ofter ( 498, Dec .20) for they 
were the languid Archie's guests at Bennington, Glenthorne Manor, where 
they egein helped to st ave off the efforts of e number of crooks to bre ek 
into the town bank by meene of en undf.lrground tunnel. 

Thanks toe jepa thet went wrong by Willy Rend.forth, 1925'e Christmas 
found the St. Fronk' s juniors in the snows of Derbyshire es Lord Dorrimore' ' 
Uninvited Guests at Dorrimore Castle. Here they w~re eble to unravel 
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the tangled romance of Dorrie's relative Senry Bruoe, and Miss Halliday, 
the new junior mistress at Moor View. This fine yarn took three weeks to 
reach its happy conclusion to the accompaniment of the familiar snow, fun 
and games. 

This wee the last of the small Old Series Christ111Bs numbers, and 
quite rightly we expected something out of the ordinary from .the first ot 
the enlarged C.hristmaa numbers (34, Deo.25, 1926). On this occasion it 
was the turn of the irrepressible Hendy to be host, and he brought his 
guests to the Norfolk home of his equally irrepressible Uncle Gregory 
Bartholomew Handforth, of Hendforth Towers, North Walshem. A stately old 
Norman castle this, with great oak-penn ellad rooms, wide fireplaces end 
oaken rafters~ and a mysterious, lugubrious family retainer and ghost 
"leid on" for the benefit of the youthful. guests. After all, how wee 
H~ to know that a new Tlrwers had been built and that he had been skil
fully directed to the wrong one1 Thie story was rep eated in the Gem, 
1934, after the amalgamation of the two papers. 

Violence was more in evidence in 1927 (86, Dec. 24) for the juniors 
Wijre tn the midst of a barring-out end were in poaeession of the Modern 
House, complete with ghost, in the middle of the school's moat spootaouler 
rebellion against the decision.to expel Handy for something which Merrell 
end Merriott had actually committed, Action was never far from this 
particular series of stories, end 1 t certainly ma.de for a Christme .s out of 
the ordinary. Thm ks to the assistance of Handy's father the usual 
Christmas festivities were not lacking in full measure. 

In view of the populeri ty of the earlier Es~ Quirk e series, 
Christmas 1928 ( 128, Dec. 22) was very welcome, for it brought that odd ." 
character back in another mysterious series of incidents ·. Central 
character, apart from Ez~a, was Reggie Pitt, who hod just found himself 
the owner of Reithmore Castle, en old r8mbling, moated pile near Mvrket 
Downing, a few miles from St. Frank's. There was the reel Christmas 
atmosphere her e with furniture moving ebout without e~parent ceuse, and 
~sterious figures appearing end vanishing without rhyme or reason. 

Eileen Dare ma4e her reepperence the following yuer (188, Dec.7) when 
the efforts to capture little Molly Stepleton involved the St, Frank's 
juniors in danger et Tre.vis Dene, Suffolk home of the Hendf orths. A fine 
old Tudor mansion with stately trees, lawns end private gardens. Molly's 
enemies 00ptured instead, the guests were oble to enjoy thG season as in 
duty bound. 

The Phantom of Parld.ngton Grenge (2nd New Series 46, Dec.6, 1930) 
walked to goo.d pt.rpose for he was able to solve another broken romance, 
end bring heppiness to K. K. Parkington•s brother's young end charming 
wife end her husband, 

. The time of the Nelson Lee Librery wee by now drawing to its close, 
end there were to be only two more Christmas numbers. The .first (99, 
Deo.12, 1931) rel eted the danger in which Sir Jeme~ Potts found himself, 
one Christmas. Fro~ Trevis Dane to Tragellis CaQtle, thence to Somerton 
Abbey end Dorrimore Castle, accompanied always by his trusty friends, 
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Jimm;y journeyed in hie efforts to el ude the ov9r - i r.cr eoeing danger pre
sented by his false uncle. A real roun d- u~ of all th e st ately homes of 
the St. Frank's juniors. 

The l ast Christmas series, 152-154 (1932), hod the ~uniors, es always 
with the Moor View girls, es the guests 0£ 11.J"'chi e Glenthorne et Forest 
House in "t;he New Forest. Her e th e rn;rsterious Nerki the Sorc erer fought 
herd for e fortune, but Nelson Lee wes too muc:_ for him, - and the youthful 
guests et last were abl e to enjoy th e hospi ta l H y for which they ha.d come 
to th e New Forest. · 

Your f ~vourite? M~ybe it j ea the fol l owing yeer when the Gem-Le~ 
had th e St. Frank's juniors, Dorrie and Umlosi returning to El Dorado, to 
fight th e White Giants end th e ubiquitous Zingr a.ve. Perhaps it wee one 
of th e earli er ya.ms? But whichev er it was, eeoh end all hed tha .t 
artistic wedding of castl e , cr ackers end Chl:i stmas cheer .to commend it 
to the happy re eder. Happy, happy days, ind eed i 

---:END~:---

WANTED TO PURCHA as: A Sexton Bl ake Bust 7 price to C. Wright, 
12, Ashburnham Pla.oe , Greenwich, London, S. E~lO. 

AUTHORS "WHO'S WHO" 

~NDREWS2 JOHN: A mysterious ind i vi dual this . He mainly 
seemed to be concerned in revisin g popul ar stories which had 
been written years earlier . EXRmples were : "The Silver Dimrf" 
and 11The Missing Heir" !Ilfl.de famo us by Maxwell Scott , and the 
trio "Se xton Blake I s Schooldays", "Sext on Ble.ke in the Sixth" 1 

and "Sexton Blake at Oxford" actua ll y wri tten by Cecil Hay
ter . To re-publish these stor i es years after the men whose 
brains had conceived them were dea d , and giv.e the llfl.me .of 
the author as John ~ndrews seemed , wol l , a little cold
blooded. Ther€l wer e other ins ta nc e s . 

On th e other lulnd, "Bodyline Bil l t h J Bowl er" look e d more 
like an original story, and may hav e nc ~~~ lly been written by 
"John 4.ndrews". 4.lso "Bravo! Serge a 1.1.t Brv.dy " and "The Man 
with Two Lives". 

ARNOLD, CAPTAIN MALCOLM: 4 spl end i d writer of sporting 
stories, often in a military sett i n g. MHny of them appeared 
in the "Boys Realm". It was state d ha ha d a right to hie 
army mnk, which waan' t always the case. He certainly lmew 
his subject. "Pride of Ki tchen ers 11, "The Rival ·Athletics", . 
"The 4.ir~n Boxer", "Every Inch a Foot ba ller", "From Chopping 
Black to Champion", and "Bravo t The Gllllner s". · 
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0: hope re £1dere will not think this pE1ge from my school days out of pl Dce 
in the 11_\nnuel". You ·see, on~ night I -wee pe.ssin g the end of th e street 
in which m::, friend Victor lived. I hodn't been th at way for years. I 
turned up the str ee t and peueed for a moment before the hous e in which he 
had died. Then just by the old school I possed the r eilinge wher e the 
incid ent in m::, story occurred. Memories c(lme rushing beck, e.o I went 
home end set it flll down. - H.L.) 

How ~}5 Ft:t-.,.dt eollectio1'... 8 1:6..rt~b 

By Herbert Leckenby 
Someone once eeid I wee born with a "blood" in my hand. Like th e 

orloe. reported death of MRrk Twe.in th at wes an ex(lgger etion, but I shouldn't 
bo surpfised if I wonded my wey to my first dfly et sch ool with a comic in 
frri pocket, for, with elmoet all my r ecoll ections of thos e dist ent deye 
the boys 1 · weekli es play ed r pert • 

• 
Th&r e wee en pccesion, for inst anc e , whon I could b8 not moro th en 

e -v~n. .i girl cousin, eever ol y l:ers old er th an myself,h od come to at Ry 
at m::, home for a few doys. I wee bl issful l y un£1ware of th e reeeon, bu~ 
she wee one of m::, f evouri t e cousins, for et her ovm home th ey got quit e e 
number of the oomioe. - Onv eft ernoon I woe packed off to ~ fri end of my · 
mother'~ with instructions to r ~turn early in th e ev ~ning. Befor e I set 
off, however, I l eE'rned m::, cousin was r eturning to her ovm home for en ' 
hour or two, . so I got her to promise to bri ng me beck some comics. 

Beck home in th e ev&ning she prepared me for bed end es sh e tuck ed 
me in I esked, "Did you bring me those comics?" She repli ed , with n 'sm:!le, 
"Yee," than edde¢, "You'v e got e ndw broth er." "Oh," commented I, "How 
mEl:ny Alt' O th ere?" '"Jhy, one of course, 11 sh e r epli ed with El l Augh. "Pooh, 
is th at ell7" I grunted, th en settled down t o sl eep. 

Next morning she h~nded me th e comics, five of th em. Yes, I r emember 
the ' exi:,.ct number to this dvy. My fo ce benmed; it WEIS more th an I ex
pect ed. 110-oh th enks," I s1:1i d , "but, her e , why di d you s r.y l ast ni ght 
ther e wes only one?" She look ed rt mo, 1md th en , "h how sh e l eughed , for 
of course there had been El little misunders ta nding, for to me what wee 1;1 

mer e addition to the f ~mily compar ed with vn Bntic i pAted supply of m:, 
beloved comics? · 

I sew th~t cousin not lon g rg o . now P gre y-h ri re1 gr AndMoth er. I 
1:1sk ed her if she remembered t he t littl e incid ent of th e long f.lgo. Of 
cours e, she didn't; yet it hvs r emPined vi vid in _sr memory t o t his very 
dey. 

I r ecf.lll enoth er hE'ppy experi ence some thr ee y eers l Pt er when e youth, 
elder brother to 1:1 friend of mine , thrust into my ar ms t o m::, deli ght n pil e 
of Big Budgets, Chips, Comic Cuts end, oh. quit e e lot of oth ers. Oh who~ 
a wunderful surprise. Probl em wvs where t o keep th em. I hEld just f uund 
e t emporary resting pl ~ce for them in P stor e cupboerd, when I wee urg ed 
by m:, mother to go in search of my broth er, whos,J 1;1dvent into th e world 
I havti just mention ed. Now thr ee y ears old, he hed atr eyed off somewher e . 
Snatc hing up e Comic Cuts, I s et . off, one eye on the l ook-out, t he oth er . ___________ (20) 



following th e odventures of Choke~ Bill ~nd . ..re8 SneAkcr . . I £ ound th e 
wenderer iaventu olly, md closping his hend mode for home still engrossed 
in the "comic". Now once' ElgPin why do· I r emember th st 11 ttle incident, 
when for more momentous events in ltzy" lif e which h~ppened long cfterw Arde 
heve been complet ely forgott en? 

However, it ·wosn' t until I Wf!S twelv e ye8rs of ege· th Elt eome1thing 
hElppened which brought me whot I have 8lWElys l ooked upon AS the st art of 
my first coll ection. It wes en experi enc e which brought joy to mG out 
of sorrow to someone els e - a sweet-feoed, gentl e l edy. One dey th er e 
ceme t o th e ech~cl I ~tt ended e new boy, P shy, po.l e-f eced delio~t e looking 
boy wi~h l arg e specteol es, ond withe distr essing impediment in hie speeoh. 
Poor lon ely kid1 I oft en hvd Eln urg e to try E:1nd chum u~ with .him, but I 
WC\B 8 eomo•hat .btJoMul, keep in the background sort of boy Jizy"Belf, · and I· 
kind of sympathised with him from a distenoe; sympathised because there 
were· foul little swines who thought it funny to imitat e his stammer. 

One efternoon goin g 1:ioniv from school I sew e little ahead Victor 
(pethaticelly ina .ppropri et e name for such e boy) sta nding by some r ailings• 
end e 'big lout barring his pro gr ess . This f ellow wee grinn!ng and 
mimicking th e younger boy's sp eech. Victor's lips wer e quivering end 
there were t ears in his eyes behind thos e bi g glesS'PS, ' As I hsve seid, 
there wee no Bob Cherry a.bout me . I don't think I ever had a r ea l fight 
in · l?G' lif e , but s t that ·moment something happ ened to me; l!he dormant 
blood of some long deed E1ncest er must hav e stirr ed in my veins, for in
stinctiv ely I hit out with s hs lf-bunched fist end caught the torm enter 
on the nos e , drawing blood. I waited anxiously for him to r et ali at e , but 
to 'my surprise, snd I must conf ess reli ef, he simply muttered, "l; WEIS only 
teasing him," and .slunk off, hand clasped to nos e . Victor gev e me a 
pitiful 11 ttle sruil .e,, end we walked on to ge ther, with mflybe my chest . 
sticking out e little more th an usual, for th e rol e of protect or was~ 
something entir ely new to me . · 

From then on Victor end I us ed oft en t o go to sn~ from school together, 
end I learned from him th at his feth er, e r egul ar soldi er, hEld ~een killed 
in the early days of th e Boer War, snd that he , 8n only child, liv ed alone 
with his mother. We f ound, t coo, we ha d something in ,pommon, El l ove for · 
r eeding, with th e r esult that we st flrt ed swopping our weekly psp~rs. Mine, 
of cours e , wer e l.VIElrvals, Boys' Fri ends, ond th e lik e , cr eased end crumpled 
through r eposing in the pock ~ts of my Norfolk j ?.cket. Victor r eE!d th e 
Boys Own Paper end Chums, and th ey wGr e always so 1mmecul 8te end ver gin 
clean that I almost feer ed to handl e them. Victor never seemed to make 
arzy-oth er fri ends; he usu ally was weitin g for me at r corn er, and I gr aw 
to have e gr eet aff ection for th e lon ely \oy. 

Ceme e day,just beior e th e Chrietm 3s holid ays, when he wasn't at the 
corn or, neith er did he turn up at school, and I l at @r l earn ed to my dismay 
that ho was vury ill. Despit e our fri endehip I had never visit ed his 
home . I often f elt I woul d lik e to, but th er e was a c ertain r es erv e 
about him and I never v~ntured to eugg~st it. 

The school broke up for th e· holid f'ys end ~11 Christmae T)py ~rt ctor 
wee seldom out of my tho ughts. The foll owing mornin g I mPde f or th e 
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str 8et irt which I knew ho liv ed. I esked e boy if he knew where Victor 
Tyl er lived. T~e bpy look ed Eit me and sei d , "Victor Tylert Did you 
know him? If you did, didn't you know he di ed on Christmes 'PJve? He • 
lived th ere." He pointed to e house eoross th e wey - e house with drewn 
blindst 

Wheth er I ever · answar vd th e boy I never knew. but as I turned away 
I heerd him soy, "Funerfll Is tomorrow."" That woe my s eddest Boxing DayJ 
ell th et ni ght I wee haunte d by ' the pal e , delic ate f ece of th e little 
friend I s iould never see egsin. 

ThG following efternoon I wetoh ed him set off on his lest journ ey, 
a path etic 11 ttl e prooession of hears e 1md e singl o cerriE tgo, in which I 
oaught sight of e lady cled in bl ack. The t ears r en down my cheeks end 
e greet lump rose in my throat, for death was something strange and 
terri:t)ring to me. I f olt e little gulpy, too, on making my way to school 
th e first morning after th e holid~ys, with no Victor waiting at th e usuel 
corner In . the efternoon 1 whilst bendirtg ovrJr my exercise, I geve e 
stert es th e teacher, standing behind me, t spped me on the should er. He 
seid, "Victor Tyler's mother wents to see you Bft er sch ool, find you can 
take a note from me with you." 

The moment school wee over I set off for •Merkh em Crescent, wondering 
why Victor's mother wish ed to see me. In r esponse to Trt:f timid .knock the 
door wes opened bye sweet-f aced lady - in her thirti es ae I see her now. 
\Vi th e kindly smile she bid me enter; imd I handed her the note, which 
proved to be one of aympatey. She h ad tea reedy end in e minute or two 
she hed JnEde .me f eel et home. She told me Vict or hod often mentioned me 
fln.d ~£lid with e· sed little smile, "You stood up f or him one (ley when a , 
bQ)" wes teeeil.ng him, didn It you?" · 

\Vhen. tee was over she 'cl eared the things awey end then she said, 
"And now I'v e something f ur you." She l eft th e r o"m, returning e moment 
later with two huge books in her erms. She lai d them on the tabl e side 
by side. I can see them now vnd th at gentl e l ady standing th ere though 
y~ers and years have sped - the Boye' OWn .lulnuol f or 1900 and the sc Arlet
cl ad "Chums" for the followin g year. Then e.s though in e dreem I heard 
ha-r sey, "Victor esked me to give these to you just before he died, for 
he said you were the only friend he hed et sch ool." I stammered out my 
thanks .e.nd wetch ed her, fescineted, as she th oughtfully wrapped th em ~P 

· seperotely in brown paper. As she bid me goodbye, I sew her cheeks were 
wet.. Poor, lonely ledyt 

I mad~ for hc~e, fl parcel under eech arm. My f ee lings were mixed, 
joyful et the thought of D\Y good fortune and the fe~st of readin g in Trt:f 
arms, sorr owful l':18 I realised that they had come t o me because e boy had 
died, leaving a lonely mother to mourn • 

...\.t home D\Y late arrival WPS s.oon forgiven when I expleined th e 
raeeon, end proudly displ ayed the gifts. As I have t old bef or e , th e boys' 
weeklies were generelly frownea upon in D\Y home, but who could object to 
bound volumes of the B.O.P •. end Chwns, especi ally when they were th e gifts 
of e .~ing .~oy? . 
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For yeDrs they hel d an honoured pl ace in a book-oos e until th ey fell 
t o pi eces through const ant turnin g of the pages, by mflny hands. 

Oft-tim es as I broyvse ov~r some pap ers in my possession my t houghts 
travel back through the years to that wint er's afternoon when I had tee 
with e sweet-face d lon ely l ady, and sometim es whan I heer in a music-hall, 
or on th e wireless, on ~lleged entertainer adonting a stammer . I f ee l en 
impul se to rise in protest or hurriedly switch off,° for I see bef or e me 
th e quiv oring lips and the tears in th e eyes of a sensitive, pal e-f aced 
boy who died in th e lon g ago . 

1,SH2 Fanton ; 

Prob~blt n pori nr.mo. Spocinlisod in fnntnsy st ori e s. 
His first, 'The Radium Seekers" ran in Vol.2 of the "Boys 
Realm". Others were: 111, Trip to M~rs" , "The Bl.ftck Ofal", 
"Cadets of the Dolphin", "By .t,irship to Ophir", ft?ld 11 ,11 for 
Adventure 11 

• 

BEESTON, L.J: 
I\ story of his appeared in the first volume of , 11Chums11 

1892, and he continueq to write for that paper for a grea~ 
many years, sometimes using the name Richard C~mden. U.so 
wrote for the A.P. papers, two of his stories being ~'!Red 
Lights nnd Green" , And "The Airship Quest". 

Had o vigorous, witty style, but nlso an nud~cious .hfl.bit 
of ' serving up the snme plot time and time ngnin, with hf.rdly 
the slightest attempt to give it fl nGw twist. For instn:ho. 
boy possesses mnrvellous crunerr . - or bi cycle, cm.other boy 
declnres he will perform three difficult (nnd ridiculous) 
feats. Owner of crunerfi offers it if fer .ts nre succo~sfulJ.y 
performed. They wore - of course. 

BIDSTON2 Lester : 
(Born 1884). ~ Liverpool schoolmaster whose work first 

Rppeared in the "Champion" and its compe.nion "Pluck". Speci
lized in "off the trftil" fftntnsy stories. Some of these were 
"The Rfldio Plfmet", "The Wireless Wizfl.rd", "The Crimson Cl~w", 
Fmd in the de olining dny s of the "Boys Friend 11, ' 1The $pnce 
Destroyer", r..nd "Sound, the Eternr.J.". Wns nlso Pnul Hotspur, 
under which nrune he wrote "Northwr.rd Ho! 11

, "Isles of Gold", 
v.nd "Trer sure of the North 11

• 

BOWMAN I Gernld : 
~ge about 40. Wrote~ number of Sexton Blake stories for 

Detective Weekly, and the S.B. Library. ~lso yarns for the 
Thriller and the Ranger. Was in the R.~.F. during the last 
wfl.r and on release wrote n novel "Pattern in Poison Ivy", 
which wns published by Werner LQurie EJ.nd had 'many :fnvoUI'iJ..ble 
Press notices. · 
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.. 
. By Roger M. Jenkins 

11He is not · .an ordinary fellow, this Relph Reckneee Card.aw. Some of 
hie faults ere on the surface; hie snobbery, for instance, does not really 
go deep, ·for the ..true snob lik es fawners end sycophants, end Cardew ha.tee 
them. But other faults of hie ar .e deeper in the grain; no -use trying to 
make e pe.tt e:rn of himl Ana most of hie beat qualities went looking for." 

Thus wrote J.N.Pentelow for the St. Jims Gallery in Gem No.569, and 
if a~one knew "Martin Clifford" 1 s work intimately, it was he, For 
Ra,lph Reoknass Cerdew was moat certainly no ordinary fellow: in many 
respects he . wa·s. th~ equivalent of Vernon-Smith a.t Greyfriars or Lumley
Lumley of earlier years, though of course he had in addition a polished 
air -and eusvtty bafi tting the grandson of Lord Recknese; but i .t . did not 
neverthelose eradicate his unscrupulousness nor did it do more than act 
as a cloak for his cynioal disregard for other people. To his way of 
thillldng, an end justified the meene, and hE:re he was· similar to Morning
ton' of Rookwood whoee disposition pe.rhape most closely approximates to that 
of Oard.aw. But so finely drawn are all Charles Hamilton's characters tha .t 
even Mornington appears poles apart from Card.aw. When Mornington is 
eavege, ·Cardew is urbane, and where Mornington is nearly elways selfish 
ond s¢.t~ul, CsJ"d,ew is only. so .when he feels he has suffered a wrong, 
cardew eeldom..·forgot to keep up the appearance of being e gentlemen. 

Until the ~rrival of Cardew in Gem No.475 dated 17/3/17, St. Jim's ' 
had been Pot1~ated essentially by black and white characters; there were 
no grey ones, On one side of the line were Tom Marr.,, Blake, and Figgins, 
and ·on· the other aide were Mellish, Recke, and Crooke, One knew wh.en•t"o 
cheer the hero ·end when to boo the villain because one knew in advertce how 
they would react to the prescribed eet of circumstenoee. It was almost 
like-' putting a penn;y 1n the slot and s eeing the puppets dance. Sma.11 
wonder then that the advent of such an unpredictable chereoter ee Cardew 
threw e .spanner in the works, Tom Merry sank into e 'decline end never 
again eoh:leved hie former predominance in th e sege of St. Jims. The 
simplicity and oherm of the early Gorn stories were now to be replaced by 
more finely clrewn ohereotere and more tightly woven plots, end Tom Merry 
hed little to contribute to the new scheme of things. Truly .the times 
were out of joint, and for a whil e the puppets still tried to dance to 
the old tun es, but the minuet had perforce to give way to the quick-step. 
Nov.ertheless ., it wee e long time before the juniors at St. Ji.ms bec ame 
' ecouetomed to the vagaries of CElrdew•s nature. What.was one to make of a 
new boy wso o;n hie first day a.t school geve hie rel ative D• Arey such a cool 
reception and .drove away from the station in a car wetting to pick up 
wounded aoldieJ:s from the front? Yet when the wrethful juniors tracked 
him down they found him chatting to hie social inferiors es coolly es a 
men twice his age. (1hera wee ~eelly very little of the snob about 
Cerdew.) 

Also on his first dey, Cordew had e fight with Cutts, who leter tri ad 
unsuccessfully to bribe him ··to keep q":i,et about it, but the weol thy grand
son of Lord Reolmese hed no need of cesh. Still, he did not give Cutts 
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away, end l'i!r. Railton accepted his word that he had fought with an 
undesirebl o person. Again, Cardew soon oame to blows with Redfern, the 
eoholarehip junior in the New House whom h~ had insulted; but ha dis-
dained to give his name when he 'wee· accused of throwing soot over , 
Mr. Ratcliff, although Redf ern and Lawrence were the c-qlprits; and Card.aw 
was flogged. In Gem No.471, however, when he hurled a ·briok through 
Farmer Grubb1 e window and oaueed that unfortUl)B.ta old gentlemen to thi~ 
the.t the Zeppelins were returning, he wee expelled. It was only when 
Redfern end Lawrence o_wned up to their pr evious misdemeanor that Cardew'e 
sent ence was reduced to that of e flogging. 

It ·is not on record that Cardew 9ften got the better of .th ~ imper- , 
turbable Monty Lowther. In Gem No.476, Cardew•s Cou$in.Dick arrived. 
11 His cloth es were old, s eedy, and dirty. . His boots were down at heel, 
hie face reddened where it woe not dirty, hie l eft eye covered . by a. black 
petch. Hie boots squelched mud ae he' walked. A frowsy eop woe eat ·on 
th e beck of hie unti~ head." It was of course the Humorist of the .~ · 
Shell who had eescyed the l audable t eak of t aking down e. peg or two 'thi'.~' 
unprec edented new boy. The school appreci ated it, though Cardew

4 

d.id .not 
appeer to share in the universel merriment, 

~ 

Cardew shared Study No.9 with Levison and Clive, the South Africen 
junior. He fought Clive soon after he arrived, .. end he en,1oyed. reminding 
Levison th at before his reformation his behsviour had beeh es -bad e.s 
Cordew's was now. In spite of all this, however, th e trig pulled ~ogeth er 
f airly well. Sometimes it might be ordina ,rJ good fun of the Qld ytnte6 e , 
like Gem No.515 - "No, 9 on the Werpa.th" - in which they qontrived to 
lock th e St. Jime Parliament in the woodshed, Sometimes it woul~ \ea 
more dramatic type of story, like Gem No, 480, "The Chums of Study N~ .. 911 

in which th ey used to slip of f to ree ,d the war news to e blind ex...aemce .:. 
man and in which Recke sent Mellish to spy on them And start the ~our 
th at th ey went to go gambling and smoking. 

There was always a certain amount of Dzy'Stery et St. Jime about Cardew•e 
pa.st. It was known th et he had left Wodehouse, enother Publie School, 
but if vrzy-one was int er ested to know the r eason for this ohenge his ouri
osity was m~de to wait until Gem No;486 in which Lecy, enother ex~ . 
Wodehouei an, arrived et Rylcombe Grammar School, end after ·a f~ht wi-th 
Cardew he was not slow in spreading the news th at Cardew had been caught 
with stolen money in his hand nnd ord ered to leave Wodehouse. Cardew 
r efus ed ei th cr to deey or affirm this re p·ort, and the juniors were incensed 
with his lofty at titud e of indiff erenoe. They were by no means mollified 
l ater when Cerdew engin eered events so that Grundy wea found guilty of 
th~ft, Cardew r evealing the truth et the lest minute to snow how e asy it 
was to be falsely accused. In Gem No.488, Cardew saved Gordon Gay from 
drowning, but he r emained the outca .st of the aohool bec ause he etill 
refused to r eveal the reason for hie l eaving Wodehouse. The U\YStery was 
cl eared up in the following week, however, end Cardew was absolved from 
blame when it became known that the thief et Wodehouse had .confess ed, and 
that Cordew wee merely returning the money to the Head •,e -desk, fro m, whil.oh 
it had been taken, These four stories form the fir~t noteworthy seriaa 
about Cardew, end well merited their r eprinting in No.14 of the Schoolboys' 
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Another series of stories about Cardew which ere not known so well es 
they deserv e were Gems No&1. 692 end 693. The first one, "Chumming with 
Wildrake", tells how Cardew helped · to lead the Canadian junior into bed 
ways, end the second one, "His Chums Against Him" recounts how the mis
understending was cl eared up after e re .ther . strenuous walking re.ca. 

Gems Nos. 72b to 728 formed a more drama.tic trio of events. Dorie 
Levtson wrot e to her brother to eey that e Mr. Carson was staying with 
them at home , who she thinks is planning some sort of r evenge upon their 
father. Carson, anxious to prev ent the arriv al of Levison et home , comes 
to th e vicinity of the school, but kidnaps Cardew by mistake. The follow
ing week Cardew is tracked down, end Levison r atums home to . find his 
father i l l, but adamant that Carson shall not be arrest ed. Levison•s 
friends rally round him, and. th ey bring Carson to book in Gem No.728 in 
which it appears that Mr. Levison's will-power wee being saped by drugs 
and th at Carson was about to murder him for r evenge as well es fin anciel 
gain. 

Cerdew could plBJ' socc er well enough when he ohose , ·but th e trouble 
we.s_ th at he did not often choose . In Gem No. 766 he was selected to pl~ 
for the junion elev en ~geinst the Grelllll8riene, but he did not both er to 
turn up. His unpopularity disappeared, however, when ha made it lmown 
that he hed induced his grand.father to present a 25 girl.nee cup to encourage 
football et St. iJim' s. Complicatiorts set in when it became lmown vi e 
Trimbl e '& ee~esdTopping that Cardew h~d off ered th e oup to get himself out 
ot' en ewkwe-rd situ ation without first askin g his gr andf ather, end th at 
Cardew•s uncle Lord Lilbum had -persuaded Lord Reck:nese not to put up the 

~ money, Cardew went ahead, however, pawning hie watch, tiepin, end cuff _ _. 
links to r aise the necessary money and sending hie uncl e the pewntickets. 
Just whan rumours were circul ating end Kild ar e began to investi ge.te th em, 
Cardew. reoeived the oash from his grandfather, and was able to r etri eve 
his poss essions in the nick of tim e. The aGri es, which wee r eprint ed in 
Schoolboys' Own Libr ary No,168 ended in Gem No.772 wit h Tom Merry's te am, 
ot course, winni ng the cup • 

. • Cardew's was an extrem ely p~rverse nature. Qem No,824 begBn e 
· series of ei ght stories in which he was r ooted out by Kildar e for foot bell 
pre .otice, dis appear ed into Monsieur Monv' s study for extr a tuition in 
French, and then eucoeeded in fooling Kildare end Mr. Railton by producing 
a. note ·from the French :Master to exonerate himself. Kild ar e soon r ealised 
that he had been tr i cked end he enlisted Tom Merry's aid in making Cerdew 
turn up for every practice in future. Card ew th en became awar e tha.t his 
old evasion would not work twice, and he ~egan a long and cunning manoeuvre 
to oust Tom Merry from hie capt aincy. In other words, if he were com
pelled to pl ay footbell he wanted to be captain himself, and capt ain he 
bec ame , Even th an he still continued his feud with Tom Merry, which 
culminated in peyJ.ng e rogue to lie in wait for him with a stick. Cerd ew' a 
villeil'\Y went e~, however, and Levison bec ome th e victim of the plot. 
After this, Cardew eeemad to relent, in Bf\Y event, he soon tir ed of being 
oeptein,and when fjn ally there woe a re-election, and ,it looked 88 though 
there would be fl tie between Figgins, Cerdew, Etnd Merry, Cerdew quixotice1ly 
voted for Merry, thus making hie exit es dr omo.tio ea had bean hie entrance. 
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These stories were reprinted -in Nos. 258 and 260 of the Schoolboys' Own 
Library. 

Cerdew was as good atc~~et as he was at soccer, again when he choee 
to be. In Gem No. 85 3, Cordew was pic :.ced to pley cricket for the junior 
eloven, but he was desirous of going to the Ab"!1otsfora Races on the .t 
particular efternoon end he caused considerable annoyance by declining to 
play. When, however, he wes asked by Aubrey Racke to lose the match so 
that Re.eke could win e bet against the school. he decided to play up after 
all, and helped to win the match- to teach Racke o lesson for heving 
attempted to bribe the great Cardew. Reoke conspi~ed to get his ·revenge 
llhe following week by keeping Cardew away at the time of the Rookwood 
match, but the ruse came uns ·~uck at the lost minute. Thi.a series we.a 
aptly entitled "The Boy They Couldn't Trust" when it was reprinted in 
No.374 of the Schoolboys' Own Librery. 

The last - and probably the finest - episode which featured Cardew 
appeared in Gems Nos. lOJ6 and 1007, a period in which few St. Jime stories 
were written by Mr. Hamilton, a feet which therefore makes these stand out 
more tha .n ever. Here Cerdew is blackmailed by a gemb:i..er from the ••Green 
Man" who holds an IOU of his, and E1lthough Levison succeeds in obtaining 
the incriminating paper for Cardew he is caught coming back af'ter lights- · 
out and throws it on the fire when ebout to be searched by the housemaster. 
Nat1:ll'ally, the Head considers that Levison has concealed erldence egeinat 
hirrmelf, and he is sentenced to be expelled, Cerdew being ignorant of the 
true reeeon until Lwison I s brother ~akee a s,!rmise. '~lhen .he reeliaee the 
truth, Ce.rdew owns up to his part of the affair, end Levison remains at 
st. vims. Cardew is flogged, but he is dissatisfied, for, es, he remerkod 
ot the time, it was not to be e proper flogging :i.n tho Hall with Pomp and 
Ceremorzy-but merely a hole end corner effeir in the classroom. This 
excellent pair of stories made a further oppearnnce in Schoolboys• Own 
No. 338. .. 

So much, then, for Cerdew. Hie advent is a. milestone in the History 
of St. Jims for many reasons; it marked the end of the period during .ti ich 
rival ragging always appeared to be the main theme and the juniors appeared 
to be too young for thei r ye ere, during which Life wee presented in two 
aspects - of doing es Tom Mer.y did or suffer the consequences, end, in 
short, during which the Gem wa.s essentially a paper for the younger brother. 
cardew was a. character of such interesting uo~plexities the~ .St. Jims was, 
for the first time, compenseted for not ha.7ing a Her:ry Wharton, a Vernon
Smith, or e Billy Bunter. Cardew had eucceo c.ed where Bagley Trimble and 
Alfred Grundy had failed - he bvought a new note of ree~ism to the ·Gem 
stories by shewing thot no-ono is wholly good or wholly bad He we.a the 
expression of e new age., the oynical a.fterma.t h of the fi:rst world-war. Who 
knows, perhaps his mocking tone in which he r eferred to the Captein of the 
Shell as the "Saintly Thomas" wee the voice of Chaxles Hamil ton, his 
oreetor, ale1 ·t to perceive the changing mood of the times, end eager to 
adapt the Gem thereto. Be that es it m81', however, a transformation was 
effected, and effected sueoessfully. There is no doub't that the errival 
of Cordew on the soene et St. Jims heralded the Golden Age of the Gem, 
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thos e exception olly fin e stories of th e nin ete ·en-t wenti es. Ther e wer e, 
el ee, many St. Jims ta le s at this tim e which wer e not written by ChRrles 
Hamilton, but it is gener ally agr eed th at th e genuin e stories of this 
pelliod were composed more a.ff ection at ely th an anyt hing else he wrote. As 
he seye, it was es Martin Cliff ord th at he most oft en thought of himself. 
His first love was his most const ant lov e , and th e char acter of Card ew was 
a worthy gift to bestow upon th e object of his aff ection. For C rd ew 
app ea.led mainly to the elder r eaaers, and . it must hove been char acters 
princip ally such os he who r et ain ed th e int er est of r eaders in th e Gem 
for a longer period than wE1B hitherto normal, s inc e besides being a com
plex character Cardew was en adult one . Not always understood by the 
juniors at St. Jims, he was neverthel ess appr eci at ed by most r eaders of 
the Gem in spit e of everything. He was by no means e r epellent character; 
even when we dis approve of his actions we coul d still f eel sympathy towards 
him. To quot e· once more from J. N. Pentelo w, "Whatev er hie f aults -
and th ere ar e m~ of th em - Ralph Cordew is a vecy like abl e fello w." 

, 
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~Y F. Add.¥1eton Symonds 

Part I 

'• .... , 

The scez:ie is a scrubby, disused pa:tch of ground at the back ot' some 
tatt erdemalion houses in rn e of .the ehebbi est parts of ~ Cape Town suburb • 

. The period is th e early 1900' s and th e time i13 e blazing hot South Afric~n 
summer' s dny • 

A peaky-fa .c6d, scruffy little urchin of abf'ut nine years of · age fur
tiv ely opproaches another and even scrubbi er boy and with a. oonspiratoriol 
oir whisp ersc "Well, have you got ' em?" The other nods, and · together , 
th ey retir e to •a clump of dusty bushes, where Urchin . No. 2 produces from 
under his shirt a pil e of green, pink and -y ellow pap ers, With amacld.ng . 
lips and gloating eyes they both settl e down to turn the .pages of the 
latest , issu es of the Ha'penny 1'Iarve1~· Pluck, and the Union Jack. 

"i"Jhat i 11 your mother soy if she knows?" asks Urchin No. 2. 

"I dunno," replies No. 1, wriggling uncomforlabl:;Y..- _0Wha.t 1 ll your 
dad do if he finds out?" . • 

' "Give me a hiding1" answers Nq. 2 promptly, and giggles. · ":But he 
wtn 1t know. We 'r e going to bury thGse pap ers as soon . as we'v e finished 
wHh them - bury I em in the sand, so's ' nobody' li find t eml" 

' "I don't see what our .par ents'v e got to grumble about," itµ3ists 
Urchin No.l indignantly. "They'r e clean~ manly pa:pors Jlor · heelth,y boys -
th e Edi tor says s9, ·~Oesn' t .he? .And anyway they I r e· jolly ~xoi t~\ 11 

"I think par ente are otuffy," ea.ya No.2. · "Why, they won't even look 
at th0 papers to make sur e t heytre hot pe:nn;y· dreadfuls. . They just say 
'Now, you'r e not to r E:!adthose awful things' - and snatch •em awe.y and 
put ' em in th e fire t Jus-t bacaus e they'v e got coloured Qovere·. • • • Gea t 
Look et this one - ';Broth ers of th e Red Robe t' - Cool" 

. ' 
That, es f ar as memory serves, is e f eirly E'lcourate p:Lctu;re of the 

first stage in th e educat ion of en editor. The · eflid editor--to~be was 
living at th at time with his parents, in distinotly · humbl~ circumstances, 
end in addition to showing deplorabl e disr espect for their wish es regard
ing th e r eading of "peney dr eadfuls" was also guilty ot soma· of th e most 
ingeniously contrived excuses for avoiding school (which ho hllted) and 
for mixing with other boys of like age a.nd inolinetiona •. ' 

Par ents in thos e days were very strict, compared with 194, etenderds, 
They took such a- keen int erest in the pettiest det ai ls of their childr en's 
lives th et it amounted - et eny r at e in the opinion of auch ~hildren -
to delibera.te and calculated "snooping" t And they l eid. -down Laws, backed 
by Dir e Threats ~ which wer e invariably ca.rri e'd out, · to the discomfort 
and chagrin of ' th eir chiidren, who oft en wer e unable to sit down for 
hours afterwards. On th e whole , -thoi,e per l:lnts end thosa le.we - e.nd, 
inde ed, th a punishments, toot - were sound, s ansible end productive of 
excellent results, if not at the ti"me, then in after life. Urchin No.l 
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came to r ~cogniee this years efterwerde1 though he~ eg;-eed, even 
eftar he hed grown up end beoome e p'arent himself, th et his parents were 
right in forbidding him to reed tho10 "penny bloods". So far from doing 
him herm, they laid the foundetione of whet wes afterwards to become e 
oereer full of adventure and profit, and to p~ovide in later yeers a store 
of rioh end happy memories such ee he would not mcchenge for . a J'ildern ess 
of monk~ys, ore peleoe, or even your next month's sweet ration. 

Along with th e three papers elreedy mentioned, your young editor-to-be 
elao contri~ed to get end to r eed almost every oth er paper published round 
about thot time. True Blue, for instence1 end Dick TurpinJ end the 
Boy's Fri end, Realm, and Har ald. Evon such sid elin es es Ally Sloper•s 
Helf .HolideyJ end that onoe fomoue end f at oompendium for older peo~le, . 
Ceseell'e Penny Magazine. 

But among th em e.11, the prime favourit e wee the Big Budget1 and leteJ!l 
on, its oompen:ion journ al, th e Boye' Leader. And th ereby henge many a 
tel al 1 

Old Mrs. Vincent, of Vincent's Newsegenoy, High Str ~et, Wynberg, wee 
e kindly if somewhat puriteniool soul. 1'md Urchin No. I knew thet if he 
wont along now end then and off ered to "sort out" the beck numbers thet 
litter ed the oevernous epeoe undernesth her counter, end generelly tidy up, 
she would reweri. l'iim with e fr ee o.opy of his belov ed "Big Budget" , which 
wee e oonsid eretion in those days when (in South Afrio E1) it cost 3d and' 
threepenny bite were vary . hard t~ come by. 

llut Mrs. Vincent, though she approved of th e B.~.,WIIUld not have her 
shop counter soil ad with wha:t. -she celled "peruzy blood-end-thund er s" suoh 
as the "He 'penny Msrvel", "Pluok" , end the "Union J Eick". · And she was 
especi ally strict about banning "True Blue" and "Dick Turpin". So that r 
when, one lucky day , Urchin No. 1 happened to heve "won" e shilling and 
bought quite .. e nic e little batoh of these forbidden papers, he was wily 
eno~h to t eke his kid brother (age 5) ~long with him to Mrs. Vincent, 
ta1+1ng him to stuff th e forbidden pa~ers up his shirt E1nd to Wait Outside, 
See, t_ill he ' himself returned -with (he hoped end confidently bel iGved.) 
his usua+ Big 'Budget, fr ee gr atis. · 

Unfortunotely, hie idiot brother, growing tir ed of waiting outside eee, 
wandered into ·th e shop, inch by inch, until, inevitably, he wee spotted by 
Mrs. Vinoent, who et once wanted to know why he wre walking so str angely -
as if he were bow-l~gged - . end anxiously inquired efter ,his lE Alth. Her 
sharp eyes ren ·over his str angely bulging figur e until, in e combinetion 
of bewilderm~nt and fright, the kid brother let the tell-t al e bundl e of 
bloods slip from be~eeth hie shirt end f all in all their neked guilt upon 
the floor at her fe et. 

Mrs. Vincent's surprise end horror wer e only equelled by her indigna
.tion. She snetch ad .th e papers up, snatchod the free copy of th e Big Budget 
from Urchin No.I, and put the lot on .the fire in her beck room. "You have 
deliberately deceive~ me as well ·es your .Poor par ents, you wicked boyt" 
she aeid, "end y.ou ahen't · have th ese p-a;pere, nor sholi you: have the Big 
Budget,,egain1" And es Urchin No.l wended his wey homeward with f est and 
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furious steps, dr egging his sniv elling irother with him, he gl ::ir ed e.t him 
and mutt ered fi ercely, "You just weit till I get you in Ollf beck yerd.t 
You just wait, that's elU" ~ 

The sc ene oh~nged to e smell beokveld 'town in the Eastern Trensv er l. 
Our editor-to-be is now nearly 12 yeers old, end by~ prooas~ o! ehe~r 
wearing-down, has somehow persuaded hie perents to let him alone in · the · 
little matter of re adin_g boys' "bloods", so thot ha now gate .them openly 
(when and where he can). His fevourite is still the :Big Budget and he ~es 
now storted writing to the Editor, et f erawey, 8 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .c., and hos even persUBded that editor to s end him .some lov }lly 
bi g yellow posters, advertising the B .B,, . whicn pur m-ohin has promi.e~d . 
most sot emnly to "put up"t 

Ho begins by nailing one poster to a huge tr ee· in his parents t. gArden, 
overlooking the str eet. And t here it e,tays for precisely' .24 hours, when 
it is angrily torn down by hie outraged fath er ond our editor-to-b e is put 
ooross the par entel knee. 

' 

But his enthusiasm is only temporarily damped. ~ Another bd.g roll of 
post ers orrives by th e next oversees meil and this tim e he is mora edven
turous. Choosing e Sunday, end aft er dusk, ne st eels forth alon g th e two 
"main str eets" of which th e vill age is oomposed, armed with th e roll of 
popters, e supply of t E1cks, a hemmer, end - ~for mekeweight - e eme.11 pot 
of past e and an ol <i ;rush which he has filched from ,hie . mother's kitch en •••• 

When he r eturns home, he has left behind him e trail of black and 
yellow post ers, n~iled or pl aster ed to lamp-posts, welis, and everr shop
doors and windows. And ell of th em extolling the virtues of th &t GreAt 
Home Comic and Story Paper , The Big Budget, Out Every Thursdfly, price 
One Penny (Thre e pence to you). . · 

About twenty-four hours later, e diminutiv e , scr eggy scr ap .of hµmenity 
in shirt and trous ers might have \een seen t earing pell-mell through th e 
mein str eets and out vi o th e sid e streets to the open veld - r acing r t top 
speed, with e pack of wolves, in the .shepeof e crowd of infuriat ed townsman 
end shopkeepers, et his heelst They did not oet ch nim - but his f ath er 
didt Juid th er e were no more B.B. post~rs ever seen again in th at vill egot 
(N .B. But he did contriv e to sorP.tch th e words "REfiD THE BIG BUDGEr11 on 
odd wells end hoardings from time to tim e and so keep his promls e to that 
editor in f ar away Maid en t ene t) 

About six months l at er he st f.lrtled th e loc al worthi es· by announcing 
th e public tion of his own weekly pa~er and had th e impudence t o solicit 
subscriptions and even to sell "advertising spece" • . Th~ to'lh;lapeo~l e , 
having forgott en ~11 about th e youngster's pr evious miademeanours (or 
perhaps becaus e th ey wer e intrigu ed by his sheer audacity) sat up end took 
notic e • . They also put th ei~ hands into th eir pockets ••• and he return ed 
from a tour of th eir shops, office~ and privat e houses, feeling quit e rich. 
In due. cours e th e "new journ Eil" made its ap.:geerenc e , having been typ ed out 
on odd scr aps of paper on e delepida .t ed mecW,ne "borrowed" from a too
kindly drill-serg eant et th e looel Volunt eer Heradquartere. It wee en 
inter esting and highly or i ginal publioat~on, oonsisti~ chi efly of iits 
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and pieces pinched from other papers. It "ren" for about three issues ••• 
and .then one day the kindly drill-eergeent discovered thet ·his ramshackle 
typer had laid down end died. And so once again our hero found himself 
ohesad through the main streets end out into the wide open spaces by an 
irate end disillusioned Good Sema.ritant .And that was the end of the 
"new journel" - end of our hero's activities - for quite e long 'time ••• 

···=··-----=··-
Pert II 

Sever al years have passed. The would-be editor hes moved with his 
parents to Rhod~sie end hes been put to boarding school. It is a very 
superior sort of school, for ·the "eons of gentlemen", run bye strict but 

· sympathetic headmaster who flatters our future editor with a lot of personal 
attention end invites him to special private meetings in hie study where 
he addresses, from time to time, a select fe w of the senior pupils on the 
beeu~i &s of English literature. 

· There is talk of starting e school magazine. The future editor 
pricks up his · eere. He thrusts himself forwerd. He ho.a, he seye, ideEte. 
The proposition is solemnly di~cussad en,d finclly decided by the powers 
thet be. The magazine is started; it is to be printed by a loc al printer; 
end our hero is to be the first editor. 

Ra spends .ell hie spare time coll ecting materi el, forcing other boys 
to write erticles on stamp collecting, eohool aporte, and whet not. He 

· elso writes e whole lot himself, including the first inet~lment of what he 
,, proudly ennounoes ' es "A Superb New Serial of ?eyetery and Adventure", ' 

entitled The Quest of Atlantis, and introducing "Royston Drake, Statesman, 
Empire Builder and Leeder of Men" - an obvious crib from Graydon Garth oi' 
tbe Big Budget. (He little dreams et this tim e that this s~me Royston 
Dr!;lke is, some·yeers later, to beintroduced into e re el boy's paper, 
The Champion, edited by himself, from London t ) --

He finds ample ezcuse, to his own private delight, for absenting him
self from class in order to "run down to the printers", correct proof's, 
ottend to the make-up etc. He is given th e most astonishing fr eedom by 
the teachers. One dey, when the printers sent en urgent note that e whole 
page needet .to be fill ed, our editor ia allowed to stop hie els .es work end 
attend to the job. He attends to it, right there in the olees-room, by 
inventing e "Ki~ 1 s Corner" end filling it with th e first instalm ent of o 
fe:t,ry etory, am.bi tiously designed along th e lines of Alice in Wonderland, 
and doshed off while the printer's b2y waits. 

The mqgazin e duly appears, in a iright green cover and with sixteen 
pegee of solid type. Tbe first page contains a dignified welcome by the 
HeedJ the second page has _an article by, the Editor; the third p~go i~ 
devoted to e spl ash opening , of the "superb" adventure story, with the 
Editor'JI name es . euthor. The same nome appears agein end again t)l.rough ... 
out the issue. . ·. In feet .it ia almost the only nome' most of the otl';ler 
would-be authors having turned out 1<0 be a flop • 
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The megezine is eegerly bought ond studied. The Editor weits 
breathlessly for the verdict, espeoielly for comments on his superb new 
adventure serial. He is sent for by the He~d. "It's e very good effort," 
says he, "end a great credit to you And_ to the school. Quite th e best 
thing in it is that little fairy story •••• " Not a word eb(?Ut the superb 
new seri al, not o word about the eoore of other brilliant oontributions 
by the Editor, .And he's knooked off that fairy story just to fill out a 
blank page - a scruffy, nondescript little morsel flung to the kids of the 
junior forms, "Quite the best ••• t" What sbotit thet superb Royston 
Drake serial? 

~ week later, the local newspaper comes out withe review , in which 
Mr, Royston Drake end hie author flre dismissed in a single aoid _sentence; 
"It seems obvious th at the young author is en unconscious plagiarist, and 
the .t he bed been indulging too freely in certain well-~ boys' 'Bloods' 
••••• 

111i1 

One more issue of the school magazine e~peered. Then the printers 
went bust, the schoolboys fell down on th eir subscriptions, the advertisers 
became intens ely interested in something else, end th e megazine quietly e'IIMl 
unobtrusively .faded out, unmourned, unhonoured and unsung •••• 

Pert III 

Life in Rhodesia - at any rete in those d~ys - wee e queer, contrasted 
affair of sultry apathy and lightning changes. Most of the 41i!ys were 
dre~ged out in sweltering heat end one got the impression that nothing aver 
hopponed. Yet, in the next few years, the editor-elect 1s life was ~owd,ed 
with incident. 

He l eft the school and got a job ae a clerk in on auction eer's off'ice 
hours 6 f.! .m. p~ 6 p ,m, Then he met up with a chap who woe st-arting a now 
weekly journ al end got taken on the staff os Dramatic Critic, for no better 
reason than th e feet that he was mad on. the stage and had the gift of th9 
gab, Or perhaps th e· fellow who wee starting the pap er thought he 'd got 
hold of some cheap labour, since he offered e salary he.lf that of the 
auotiono er'e clerk end then, as often es not, forgot to pay it, 

For about · a yeor, your editor worked on that paper, writing long and 
pompous articles about - of all things - the London Theatre and including 
in hie programme academic discussions on the art df acting. Just about 
this time, Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion with its Famous Naughty Word appear~d, 
end your Edi tor wrot e e speciel erticle which he celled "George B--- Shawt', 
attacked the sage in indignant end wrathful terms. 

But· his big change came when the town was visited by a touring 
dr ematic company, the first for matcy" ye~rs. He wee oomriiissioned to do 
the write-up of their shows end hie first criticism contained en attack on 
the orchestra, which he accused of"ohurnlng out unsuitable music in e jerlq' 
end inconeequ ent manner". The next night, at the theatre, he wee amlmehed 
during the interval, in a dark spot at the back of the theatre. The 
orchestra made a ring round him end the conductor - who happened to be a 
very fat and shrewish local lady - demanded an instant apology. He refused 
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and had his f ace soundly sl appedt Next morning, he was told at the office 
that he was not to write arzy-more dramatic or musical critioiemet About 
a month later, when he turned up one day to work, he found the office 
deserted. The founder of the paper had decamped with whatever wee in the 
safe, and left the staff - consisting of two other fellows - stranded and 
without their pay. Tho paper its elf promptly expired. 

· .ifter th et, he decided that hel~ better go on the stage. He had 
about five shillings in the '.0rld; but he elso had unlimited audacity. 
He contrived, ·(by means which he has since completely forgotten, but 
probably with th at famous gift of the gab) to collect a nondescript compa:n;y, 
consisting of enthusiastic amateurs, a coupl e of old professionals, end 
some other human odds end ends, and wrote end rehe arsed e set of one-act 
plays. He then hired th e local theatre - had prograrrunes and posters 
printed end distributed - and got some of the loc al bigwigs, including the 
meyor ·and th e parson, to gi ve the 1:1how th eir "distinguished pa.tron ege". 

It must be emph8sised here that life in Rhodesia in those days was 
rather happy go luc~. It is very much to be doubted whether arzy-one could 
bring ··off such e bluff, w1 th scarcely e cent in his pocket, nowadays t But 
th e show went on - end surprisingly it wee e tr emendous success. It paid 
all expenses and -- th anks to the · voluntary and most charit abl e surrenderine 
qf. his salary by a very junior member of the back-stage staff - it even 
provided ~ profi~ ,of ten shillingst On the strength of th at, your editor, 
now regarding himself ae e thoroughly prof ession al 8ctor, decided tori~ 
up. e tour. .luld e few weeks late~ he and his scratoh compacy, compl~t e 
w;i.~h ~osters, handbills, l eafl ets and what-not, set out by tr ein - on 
borrowed money - to visit all the neighbouring towns end vill ages within , 
en er ~e of some three hundred miles, end to offer them a series of pl ays~ 
written and produced by hi mself end what he was pl eased to cell his 
"New London ColllP.aey",. 

$'ix weeks lat er, t he tour ended abruptly wi th th e disepp eer ance of 
the busin es :J m~nager with Elll the tac ings. And th e comp Acy, includi ng 
your hero, found itself str anded in e dorp (vill age ) a hundred odd miles 
from. th e nearest import ant town. 

Time marches on. We next find our hero inst alled a.a sub- editor on a 
local daily in one ' of Rhodesia's principel towns. He has forsa ken the 
stege end gone back to the pen. If we want to know how he got t her e , or 
'how he extricated himself end his dramatic compecy from the mass th ey had 
got into, we must .reflect on th e cheering f act that in Rhodesi a all things 
are posslble, · provided you have enough guts - or cheek. · 

By this 'tim e , our hero was beginning to get int Brested , even f escin
ated, in e certain lin e drawing of a rether handsome building which had 
appeared in one of the boys I papers edi tad by Hamil ton Edwards . Tho 
building wee at that time brand new and H.E. wee proudly pr esenting the 
picture .of it to his readers, t elling them th ~t it wee th e new home of the 
Companion Journals end wee called "The Fl eetway House." The addr ese wee 
London z.c.4. - a matter of 7000 miles away. But our hero took no Eiccount 
of tim e or sp~oe. He made a mental note -that th e Fl eetway House.was to be 
hie futur e home. .And as he wee just th en earning barely enough to pay hie 
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lodging, it seems that he wes e ryarticulerly bright optimist. Nevertheless, 
he got there. And in precisely five years from the date of thot mantel 
notel It seemed e long time to wait; but he was very youthful - only juet 
into his twen~ies - and time has a way of dreggj,ng when one is a young men 
in e hurry. 

How did he get th€re? How does one get ~J\Y'Where when one is young 
end full of flaming faith? Up hill and down dale, in work end out of work, 
fighting, struggling, scrimping and saving, going hell-for-leether ,At it 
and keeping the eye aiways on the ball. That is not egotism. It .is only 
the ordine .ry reoip e of any reeilly ambi tioue fellow. · 

Anyway, there he wee - e very junior member of that vest organize .tion, 
entering the building for the first -day of his duties sometime towards the 
end of 1920. .And in the course of the next twelve months he pestered the 
direotors with one idea after another oonnected with the starting of 8 new 
boys' paper - the sort of paper, he insisted, that would teke the world b,y 
etorm. The sort of paper that would "fill e long felt . want". ~imo end 
again the directors turned him down; but one morning about a year lPter, 
he was SUlllilloned to the office of the Big White Chief. . "Well" said the 
B.W.C •• "You've got what you went. And the title will be---" Ha broke 
off and scribbled something on the margin of a newspaper and passed it 
ecrose. Just two words : THE CHAMPION. 

/ That was where Life really beg cn to 011en Up. The ennounoument by tlie 
B.W.C. was made near . Christmas end the new paper WPS to be ready for publi
cetion by the latter part of January. Our hero was given e smell room on 
the top floor ? furnish0d with a -smell desk and e chair - nothing els~. He 
wes' elso alloV{ed the services of an office boy. He w~s ·given no instruo. 
tions beyond being told to "get on with it". It was assumed by the 'Powft'S 
thet, having submitted ~o many ideas nnd dummies, he must know praoisely · 
whet to do. ,Nhet he did know~ ebout the technicalities of the ·job -- wee 
precisely nil. He couldn't even score up a lin e drawing for the block~ 
mek~re or compute e page of manuscript for the composing roomt But he 
dared not breethe a· word of thot • . He had to find out for himself -
secretly, cunningly, without arousing dire suspicions concerning hie own 
total inedequeoy for the jobt 

The .next six weeks passed in a whirl of . surreptitious excitemen~. How 
he found his way about, let alone gathered tog eth er the small army of 
writers, artists and others who were soon to become famous through the pages 
of THE CHlllvrPION, woul d teke too long to te 11. It meant working at ell 
hours, even in one's sleep -- and somehow he never f olt tiredt 

The great day dewned - January 28, 1922 - when No-. 1 of THE CH-'J\IJPION 
appeared on the bookstells. It p~ssed literally unnoticed by the erlitor 
and hie ~taff (ene oftice boy) as they were f~r too busy preparing No.5 
work wee always a month et least ahead. 

Several weeks passed. Th~n.o~e doy he was summoned to the offioe of 
the Bose of Bosses, who 1'Illiled, offered him e nic~ armon.eir e.nd o cigarette, 
asked aft ur hie heeilth, and suddenly sP'id: "How do you eocowit for the 
phenomerwl suooeas of your new paper?" .And your editor, quite sincerely, 
blinked at him end enswared, "Is it o euooeas? I didn't know. I'v e ·boen 
so busy ••• " 
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Success was measured not only in financial returns - which were 
chiefly the concern of the publishers. It wee revealed in e hundred other 
weys - the sudden, almost startling increase of the editorial staff, from 
one office boy to tan end later fourteen sub-e ditors and o lady secretary 
for the Editor - spelt now with o cepitel E •. It proclaimed itself on the 
Editor's desk in the she~e of more than 200 letters s day from delighted 
readers. It burst into the office -- or, rather, sui ta of offic ·es now -
in the shupe of excited, enthusiastic authors And Artists . It clamoured 
from helf-e-dozen telephones end e dozen olattering typewriters. imd it 
shouted itself hoarse from posters plastered up and down the oountr,y 
announcing THE CIUMPION - THE P:i.Pm WITH THE PERSONAL 'fOUCH. 

But perhaps it spQke most eloquently to the Editor himself when, one 
by one, he met in person so merzy-of those wonderful people who had been his 
"heroes" es a boy - the writers end artists who had helped to fill the 
pages of ·the dear old Big Budget and whom he had set out to dieoover, to 
meet personally .!i. end to invite them to bring the old B .B. to life egein 
in The Champion, 

!uid the climax . of it ell was when the man who made the Big Budget -
the men to .whom he himself had written as a s1I18ll boy ~nd with whom he had 
kept up a oorrespondence ell down the years - opened the door of his office 
end was invited within to discuss a naw serial. That was, ind eed, en 
historic meeting. Without undue egotism, one feels it ought to have .been 
perpetuate d by some great artist in the form of en oil peintingtt 

· ' A. C. Marshall - "Arthur Brooke" - perhaps the greatest of ell boys i 
editore. The men who hed packed more thrillsiinto this Editor's life then 
anyone or e?>¥thing else et all. The ,men who had ind eed proved to bee 
reel friend to et leest one of his odlmtlese readers - who, inci dentally, ·' 
per.formed merzy-an act of greet kindliness during those ensuing yoors both 
to the Editor and his wife. A quiet, courteous gentleman, in th e beet 
sense of the word, e man with e heart of gold. May hie memory be treasured 

Well, th ere, for what it is worth, is the story, in .brief, of the 
education of ~n editor. What followed those early deys is largely inoi
denta .l. . The Champion was quickly joined by several others -- Pluck (new 
series, but aotuolly a new dress for en ol~ pAper celled Sport and Adventure 
Young Britain (also new series, but, alas, o deed dog from the start) end 
The Rocket, er, '. entir .ely new pa.per on "different" lines. .lmd of course ' · 
The Champion Annual. 

But actually, there wAe only one paper - The Champion. Into it was 
packed ell that its editor beli eved in, all his boyhood dreams, all his 
embi tions, all hi~ hopes, all hie · f oi th. And it etteine d to a circulation 
which was reputed to be the highest in the history of boys' journalism. It 
wee more then e eucoees - it wee a aenaetion. And th at was due to th e 
emezing enthusiasm a.nd cooperation of writers, arti13ts end staff - e magni
ficent bend of l-0yaliats who worked for the love of the job, and whose 
loyalty and enthusiasm shone from every page of every one of the 130 issues 
which were personally controlled by this editor. 

During that periQd of 130 issues, The Champion never once left the · 
editor's personal control. The other pa.pers had to be delegated, but 
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The Chmnpion r emained j ea lously guarde d . Every sin gle word of ever., 
Editori al Chat was written by the Editor himself. Every stor.,, ev~ry 
article, every drawing, was chosen and decided upon by him personally. 
Even on hi s holi days, he always insiste d that proofs shoul d be sent to him. 
Never fore moment was hie han d off the helm. Agein, that is not spq~en 
in conceit but only out of sincerity and enthusiasm and a deep and ebi d~ng 
love for the job. The Champion is still running - 27 years efterwerds. 
It is no longer the paper it was; in de ed, it is tod~y completely unrecog
nizable. But it has never ceased publication; ond one may perhep ·e be 
pardoned for feeling just e little pride in that reflection. 

Over against th at, th ere must in honesty be r ecorded a feeling of 
deep regret . Boys' papers today ere a parody, o caricature of what they 
once were. Even allowing for in evitable changes in feehion, one feels . 
that th ar e is a grievous gap, ~sore . need for something as pealth;y, clean, 
boisterous, exciting and sane as use d to be available to the younger 
generation in the strangely unreal years before the two world vrers. This 
edit or is - and always has been - al a-fashione d onough to believe th at he 
owed a res ponsibility to his re aders, that it was up to him to try to give 
them not only th e beet in reeding metter but the beet in human values~ Not 
to preach or teach but to imply, by the nstur e of the stuff presente a·, . that 
kind of clean, decent, civilised living which is th e rsw material of the 
best in the British character. · 

,,· Today it all s eems BO nEliv e find unsophisticeted. Today, ~eoplEl smile 
behind t i1eir hands if it is as much as mentioned. J3ut are they l after f'lll, 
any better off for being depriven of it? Or were th eir µarants and· gran d
pero~ts, perhaps, the luckier in having hed so much th at wee rich in clean, 
decent rea ding matter, so much that has become unforgettElble, so much.th r t 
hes become for them todey a matter of wistful nost algia, · a deep end seoret 
regret for days .that have di ed? 

++++++++++++ 

FIVE SHILLINGS ea.ch offered for Bunter and D'~rcy present
ation ple. tes, given a.way with . New Series (1919) Penny Popular 
Nos. l and 2. Leonard Pack.man, 27, ti.rchda.le Roa.d, East Dul
wioh , London, S.E.16. 

THE COLLECTORS' MISCELIA.NY: ~ printed journal for all Col
lectors of old Boys Books. Specimen copy ls.3d. Parks, 
Printer, Saltburn-by-Sen, Yorkshire. 

W~NTED~ For Collection; Magnets prior to No.890. Gems prior 
to No.1,000. Popula.rs, S.0.L's. Holiday ~nnuals, . Nelson Lees, 
Boys Friends, Pre-war Champions, Triumphs, Hotspurs, Rovers ~ 
Pilots, Rangers, \ dven ture s, Wizards, and Skippers. Good • 
~rices raid. Books with School Stories only. , P.Willett, 
67, Ford Bridge Road, ~ shford, Middlesex. ·. 

W~NTED; Sexton Blakes, prese~t series, many numbers. F.Osborn, 
24 9 la:n>ur Street, Bedford. 
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By Herb ert Lockenby 
I 

Penny Dr eBdfulst Bl ood and Thundorst ·p enny Bloodst I wonder 
who c0in ed tho phr ases. He , or th ey, prob obly di d so just Pbout 8 century 
ago, ~nd their names er e lost in th e mists of tim e . fi:nyway, th ey started 
eomething,for the phras es havG pessed into ' th e English languag e , and 
thr ough succ eeding gen0retions appli ed t o every juv enil e· j ourn al which 
has f 0und a haven in a sch oolb oy's pock et. 

In th e beginni ng th ey wer e t erms of condemnati on, r epro ach , th e 
explanat io n for every crime committ ed by wayward youth. Of l at e y 0ars 
th ey er e hear d many tim es and oft, but more oft en th an not th ey ar e us ed 
good-humour edly, almost in ton es of aff ecti on, And ri ghtly so, f or th 8 
r ee l "bl oods" di ed lo ng , lo ng Pgu . 

In ~ll prob ability th e phr ases were giv en t o th G world thr ough an 
exeminati o:mof th e publication of Edward Lloyd , th G Newsagents' Publishing 
Company, end oth ers who flourish ed in th e Hungry Fo~ti es, public ations 
which glorifi en th e hi ghwayman, the headsman, th e hangman , And pir et eo of 
th e seven sea s, st ori es with such titles E'S "The See Fi enrl"J "The REinger 
of th e Tomb" J "Ivan th e Terribl e" , or "The Dark Doede of Nigh,t" J "Df1r e
Devil Dick", or, "The Boy King of th e Smuggl ers"; "Sta .rli ght Nell , Queen 
of th e Highwaymen"; "Th~ Skel et on Crew" 0r "Wil dfir e Ned"; "l~dmir al T'om, 
King of ' th e ~oy Bucceneers" and "The DPnce of Death" . or "The HrngmF.ln 1s 
Plot". 

Lusci ous, .bloo d-curd l i ng , t ~mptin g sort of f uod for th e boys of th J 
"Hungr;y"'Forti es, wer en I t th ey? 

,~ell, l 0t us hev~ e gl ~nc o at th G cont ents of some of 'th em. Ther o 
we1s"Varn ey t he Vampyre" or "The Fea st of Bl ood", f or instanc e . I t' s one 
of th e most f amous of th e "bl oods", but y0u won't find it lyi ng bout in 
som& ol d bookshop, so it's no us e l ooking. It r 8n to 220 chapt er s in 
this f ashi on:- · 

"Th.3 figur e turns half roun d end t he li ght f ells upon its f c1oe . 
It is p rf ectly whit e , perf ectly bl oodl ess. Tho eyes l ook lik e 
polishe d tin; th e lips er .e drawn back, ond t he princip al f eetur e 
next t o th os e dr eadful eyas i s th e t ,jeth, pr oj octi ng lik e th OBl'3 of 
some wil d animal.... He advflnces. Th(:) girl pl 2.ces one sm::ill f oot 
from th e bed on th e fl oor. She is unconsciou Rly dra ggi ng th e 
cl othin g with har. The door of th e r oom i s in th at dir ection - can 
sh e r ea ch it? 

"With e sudden ru sh th Eit coul d not be f or es een ,with e s tr F.1:nge 
howling cry th at was enough to waken t err or in every br east, th e 
figur e s eiz ed th o long tr eos es of her heir, und twinin g th em r ound 
hi s bony hands, he hel d her t o th e bed ••• . With a plung e he sei zes 
h(:lr neck in his f ang-lik e t ee th - e gush of bl ood and e hi deous 
nois e follo ws. The ,gi rl h~s swooned ond th e vempir e is at hi s 
hideous r epast 111 



Yes, Varney ~he _Veimpyre ~ a bloodt Ji.neth er equally f amous , if not 
even more so, weis "Sweeney Todd, the Damon Barber of Fleet Street". Tod 
Slaughter, of course, made 8 good and emusing pley out of it, but he 
evidently toned down his script, for turning to pegs 305 et random we find 
this. 

"Go on, Lupin. 
Bury your victim. 
But don't think yours elf so very sef e yet: 
It is en old saying th at 'Murder will out'. 
Do you think that yours will prove the exception? 
From e recess in the well Lupin had dra gged e coffin, 
It was en ol d one end rather rotten, so that by the aid of e 

small crowbar that he had there - whet use did Lupin find for a 
crowbar in the veult~ beneeth his chopel? 

Was it to rip open the ooffin end rob even the deed? 
Well, well, by th e Aid of the orowber he soon foroed open the 

lid of the coffin. 
He stood in it then, and steimped down the remains with his f oet 

to mfilke room for th e murdered iody. 
Mrs. Oakley sickened at the awful sight. 
She had not quit e expected to see such e horror es that. 
It appeared to her at the moment to be worse than the murder 

above stairs. 
She f el t giddy and feint as she wetohed the ghoul-like deed, 
When he had flattene d the nearly decayed body in the coffin es 

much BB he could, he lifted the corpse of his victim fr om the floor 
' of th e vault. 

He was, of cours e . going to tr ead down the deed body of her he 
had murdered, in the same way that he had air ee.dy tro dden down th e 
half-decompo sed one in the ooffin. 

Mrs. Oakley heard him tr eading-" 

No, I think th at's enough to prove th at Sween ,y Todd was hardly a 
suitable et ory t o r eed by l~mp-light whilet in th e house a lone. 

Grim, fantastic stories still come out of Fl eet Str eet, but hardly 
one to equal th at. llnd yet , come to think of it, wasn't John. George 
Haigh, of r ecent eordid memory, reputed to have drunk the blood of his 
viotims, end a ·certain Nevill e Heeth wasn't exactly gentlemanly in the 
way he tre ated hi s victims. 

And now f ore change , something to r ais e a smile, though doubtless 
the author did not intend it tha .t way. It' a pert of v chapter fr om 
'fThree Boy Crusoes" or "Pers ever ance and Indol onoe". Nice, eober titl e , 
isn't it? 

"When Goorge Merridew utt ered tha.t o:ry of horror on finding th at 
either th e tr ee or th e rop e had givan way, for the moment he knew 
not which, he was n~ar enough to the l edge whereon was th e nest he 
had deeoended for, to catch it with one hand. 

Thue for a second ha hung until he could grasp it with t~e other, 
while th e rope end tree went whirling past, in such close proximity 
that they neorly hurled him from his hold. 
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Th~t they had not done eo seemed but a brief re prfev e fr m e f at 0 
which our hero believed to be inevitabl e . 

Hie position, in feet ., wee most ,perilous. 
Above, was some twenty f eet of rock, which owing to its slightly 

overhenging the bas e , mflde it impossible to climb, while beneath 
extended neerly fifty f eet of, to George's first glence, clear per
pendicular . cliff. ~ 

Well for him _that he hed bean ecouetomed to look out from the 
masthead, or that downward glanc e at th e waves da,shing beneath would 
have upset hie brain, causing him to let go his grip, 

As it was, hie head f elt giddy, his heert sick. 
'Whatev er was he to do? 
To shout for help ;ouid be ue~less. 
Could he r ~ise himself on the ledge? 
Impossible. 
It wee but the ~er est projection, suffici ent to support end 

.prot ect th e ~est, .out of v.nich th e .heeds of th e young birds wer e 
creninig, while they screamed as if in derision at hie peril. 

, 'Cert einly th e victory's on your si de now,' thought George, 
'Merciful heaven, aid met Whet .must I do?' 

.llg8in ne looked below. . 
. His ·brain was et ~eaier now. 

It diq not reel • 
. Than he thought he 'd try a shout. 
But as he did so, th e· see-iirds s eemed to shri ek louder, and to 

fly aloser, fl ~pping their wirgs almost in hie face. 
'It is us eless,' muttered the poor young fellowJ 'they' i never 

heer ma. Good-bye , dear mother; good-by e, Stell e, and th e r est. 
I wonder if St ella will ever know how I got into this streit. I 
hope she may. 1 

He ~~ought of the b~ight pretty girl. 
Of how her eyes had brightened on his return, of her pl easur e et 

hie deli ght in th e Union J ack sh e he.d made for th em. 
Of wh~t her grief would be when his body was found, if it ever 

.wer e , at .the f oot of th e r ocks • 
. 'And deer .good Fai .th, too. 1 

. Was it th .El~ word 'F aith t ,-- or Stell a.' s gri ef, or the thou ght of 
the Union J ack, th at suddenly se emed to endow our hero with fr esh 
courage? . 

Cert~in it is . new energy oame upon him, and he exclaim ed . 
'It's all very well to talk of the Union J ack of old England, 

but when did eny British s ailor give in without an · effort? , I, George 
Merridew , will not be the first to do so, at eny r et e t Never soy 
di 1;; e hell be my motto' • " 

nnd th er e we will leave th e 'poor young f ellow', but I can es sur e 
you he got out of his predicam ent all right, just es did Pearl Whit e in 
the films of old. "Faith", by the way, had nothing to do with Hope and 
Charity but wae another young lady. Whether she .or St ella became his 
bride I em unable to sey, for I haven't got tli e end of th e story. 

(42) 



Stories of highwaymen wera, of cours e , le gion in days of yor e . 
wer e usu 8lly much wronged gentlemen who hed be en driven from home. · 
such was "Sb :t een-Strin e- JMk, the Nobla-H of.1rt ed Highwayman" as th e 
befor e mo has it. 

They 
One 
copy 

His aurnome was Rann and in the first chapter we find him denouncing 
e scoundrel, ·thusi · 

"'Vill ain,' cried Ronn, 'oh, miser able villaint · My soul r evolts · at 
holding convers e With you: but I will strive to control my pas sion, ond 
finish rey- task in comparative cooln ess. Hark ye t In disguise I sought 
out your wife in the condemned hol e et Newgate. I f ound: her ther e , with 
her poor innocent babe · slumbering in her lep. I sew .!her anguisli, 1:ind a.t 
e gla nce I disc overe d her innoc ence. I made myself known· to 'her, for 
sh e well r emembered my par ents, he1:1ven r es t themt I tol d h·er- I was pre
pare d to devote myself to hrir r escue, and ar ew from her the r ea l facts of 
t he case , which, in pity for you, she had long concealed. · She told me 
tho.t you had drown Darfield t o your hous e , th at you had pfonne d: his murder, 
end th at th e crim e wee commuted by Fr 1:1ncis Austin, anoth er cousin of the 
murdered man, Emd, efter your wif e , th e next heir t o the prop erty Which 
had long tempted him to crime. She furth ertold me th at slie laiew you 
wer e in le£1gu1:.1 with this wretch to eff ect a division of' the propE!rty after 
her JeRth which you sought to bring about by syst ematic ill-usa ge Dnd 
di ebolic el cru elties, but th atin spit e of all, she hcd determined to die, 
end thus save y ou and your brother murderer from the scaffold- • . I swore 
tciher th Atshe should be save d , but sh e mede me promisenot to compromise 
you, I 1:1m prep etrod to tr e!'t with you 'now. Wri t o 8 confession of th e 
murder, r egnrdless of th e sofoty of your wif e 's cousin, ~nd I will doliver 
to b'OU th e p "pors ·by which I t empt ed you her o . Rd use, nd I will make 
you o prisoner, end dr ag you t o justic e etth ~ risk of ID:f own neok. 1 

1 I will refus e ,' · 
'Tempt me not, I em a des per at e mDnt' 
'You or G a vill ain, who would endeavour t o fri ght en me into e con

f essi on of e cri me committ ed by my wife.' 
'You li e, and you know I apeok th e truth. 1 

'I do not know it.' 
'TGmpt me not, I say , or th e scaffol d will be your ~oom~' 
'Di e , dogt' snid Ernest Malvere drcwing ~ pistol from his pocket, 

ond prosonting it et R8nn1 s hdDd ~ut fortun nt~ ly th e first m:i:ssed, ond 
no har m wes dono. 

Inv s econd , Rann was at .:the thro at of his opponunt, and gr asping 
him in a vic e of iron, he wrested' the werpon from him and l eft hi m 
powerl ess." 

' Appar ently th a hi ghweyman with a nobl e heort lwd 8 g ift of or etory, 
t oo , end one wonders why the vill ain l e tit go on so lon g befor e ~dr awing 
a pist ol :from his pocket". However, it oll help ed to spread th o st ory 
out. 

JJ.. not orious exempl e of an ~erly bl ood wes "The Wil d Boys 
or "The Children of th e Ni@lt", notorious b0cause it wee said 
been suppressed by th e polic e . l~ I don't went our 11.L\nnual" 
a lik u f at e, 1 1 11 quot e e. f ew of the milder paragrephs, t aken 
Chapter 98 t 
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"Mat frightened by a Gho ~_i" 

"We must now return to M1:1r garet, th e envied mistress of th e 
sevege burgl ar, the lovely voluptuous beauty, ,,ho chP.rmed elmost 
every beholder, end who had fallen so lo w es to live withe common 
iurglar. 

In spite of the mony temptations she had, she had be en tru e to 
the soulless enimel, for he wee little better, until she beh eld 
RP.lph Montreal. 

Relph, the handsome dashing adventur er , whose derk eyes wer e 
filled with passion when he first i eheld ·her. 

And in thet look he geve the werm bl ood mount ed to her bc::ieutiful 
feoe, and she felt herself from th a.t moment his sl t=1ve . 

Yes, she loved him with th et ·wild lov e peculiAr toll cr eEitur e so 
pBssion ote. 
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And on that night when he came to employ Michael Savage, that 
night when the ruffian was from home, Ral1>h ·sp~nt the ·ev~ing in her 
society. , ~ . · · · 

And when sh~ closed the door upon him~ her heart best wildly at 
the thought of his return when Micheal would be abeent,gone to 
search in ,Grantham' s house for those papers so· importe~t to the 
restoration of a ruined fan ily. · ., 

There was something in her heightened colour end sparkling eyes 
thet aroused Micha.el I s suspicion,f or when eh entered ~he room he 
growled, 

"Wh1:1t has thet dRre-devil fell ow said to you, Mergere.t?" 
The woman looked straight into his eyes and answered, 
''Nothing, why do you Bsk'? 1 

'Because your cheeks burn end your eyes sparkle.• 
'Pshaw, you're j ealous. 1 

'No, Margaret, I am notJ were suoh the case I would-!.-1 
1You would what?' 
Michael's f eoe boceme pUI'Jll~ end he hissed, 'I would o,ut your 

throet a.s_you ley in bed asleep, for none but I ebP).l ~r }'OSsess 
you. 1 ; 

Phew! no wonder grea~-grandfather got into trouble if he .wee found 
with · "The Wild Boys of London" in his possession, . . 

J 

The gentle sex would appear to hav~ ha~ a rough time quite often in 
the pages of the old "bloods". Here's the. ~air Minnie, for inst ance, 
ap~arently a more virtuous damsel than Margoret. · The extract is token 
from "Ned Nimble Amongst the IndiPns" or "The Secret of th~ Phantom Cave". 
(Ned was a popular che.raoter in the JElck Hr:irkaway era). Minnie had been 
carri ed off by one Bill Boaster. 

"Boaster dr ew a bre ath of r elief, 
He drew his hand from Minnie's mouth. 

'Sp eak ~ot, br eathe not,' he whispered, •we ere .surrounded by 
danger and deeth. 1 

'Ned, Nedt' moaned Minnie. • 
'FoolL sile~0e1 1 hissed BoBster. 'Would you destroy us both?' 
1Wretcht 1 said l\liinnio. 'Oh, HeavenL tim I still in your power?' 
'GirlL' hissed Boaster in her ear. 'I love you to madness, 

but by Heoiren I will kill you if you speElk 11 

' Kill me - in mercy kill met' she gasped, 
'No, no,' he said quickly, · 'I would save you, for I love you. 

Oh, Minnie, be lli8rciful to met 'Tis for your SAke - yours. I ~roy 
you utter no sound. 

'Let me go to Ned, let me got' 
'Oh, Heaven, sh e will bring ruin and death upon .. ua bot~, 1 

muttered Boaster. 
1Ned1 Oh Ned , where are you?' 
'I must be .cru el to save hor and II\YSelf,' mut~ered Boaster. 

'Minnie, blame me not, blame only yourself for this.' 
He thru~t one hona over her mouth and with the other tore away 

a portion of her dress. 
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Then he thrust her linen between her t eeth, And feetening it 
behind hor head, gegged her mouth. · 

Hoving gegged Minnie's mouth, Boeeter tore another strip from 
her dress end tied her hands behind her. 

ffMinnie,' he whispered, 'You make me cruel where I would be kind: 
I who love you medly. ' 11 

Lucky for Minnie ladies were .well cloth ed in those deys. However, 
thero we must leeve her to ba rescued by Ned ~non. 

Finally we'll turn to "Conrad the Rover", No. 141 of the Boys' ";feokly 
Novelett'1, one helfpemzy. The scene is th e etet e cabin of the "Arrogent", 
end her e ~re. more l adies in distress. 

"As Conred entered ttrls gorgeous steteroom, e hE.indsome , l:'risto
oretio matron rose fro~ her seat to r ecGiv e th em, while her daughter, 
e beautiful girl clung to her bosom, blushing Dnd trembling with f ee.r 
end emberreesment. 

Conrad, in his eagern ess t o s et his f air captives et their oeee, 
by the essurence thet with the most delicate r espect, had hurri ed 
below and entered the steteroom somewhat brusquely. 

He recoiled, howev~r, note little ebeshed by th e haughty end 
frigid eir with which the matron WAved him beck, but recov er ing him
self, he iowed profoundly. 

"A thousand perdons, m1:1dem, for .this intrusion upon your pri va.cy -
he wee beginning, when the lady cut him short with ohilling disdain. 

'Being aware, sir, into whose hands we have fallen, we cen be 
surprised et no ~ct o! insult or violence of which we ere to be made· 
thQ victims,' she said, in e quivering voice, while the lov ely gi~l 
in her emarece sobbed es thoug~ her heart wouli breek1 'but th er e is 
et l east one resourc e left us, one means by whioh we cen fr ee ourselves 
from the control even of the desp erate end powerful ruffi an who reg erds 
us es his prisoners. I shell neither f ear nor yet hesitat e to us e 
th ese means if urg ed to extremity. If you dore to epproeoh one step 
upon us I will plunge this knife into the heart of my deAr child with 
my own mother hand. ' 

As she spoke sherraised e gleaming blade with~ look of suoh 
fieJ"Y det ermination es to show pl ainly that she wee quite cepeble of 
holding tb her word. 

'Madera, for eheme11 eeid Conrad, the bl ood mounting to hie temples, 
'Proy do not telk so rashly. Put down the dagger, I would r ether 
weer it in my own heert, thon see you clutch it even for e, pe.seing 
moment I with so d11eedful, Bnd., I me.y Eldd, ineene e purpose. Doubt- . 
less my chereoter hes been misrepresented to you, and has been set in , 
the worst light, yet I oennot balieve th at the rnost · el~nde~ous of my 
enemies have dared to accuse me of went of r espe ct end consider !:ltion 
for your revered sex. Toa mmiy not orious ec.te of mine tend to dis
prov e that eel~ et least.• 

. 
Ledy Mountchensy, for such wee th e' l ady's ·name Bnd titl e , f elt 

th e force of this argument, for Conrad's chiv elroue courtesy Bnd 
gentlemanly treatment of hie female prison ers were well known. 
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The cloud gr adually pessed from th e matron's hi gh and int ellec
tual brow, · she even smiled faintly. 

'If you pursu e th e course you have commenced eo hendso mely, you 
will des erv e our wEirmest grE:1titude," sflid the m1:1tron. 'Roseli a , nzy
lov e ,' she added, kissing hor daughter, •give your hend to C1:1pt ain 
Marston and return him our mutual the:i.ke for his kindn ess.' 

Conrad raised the littl e hand E1nd touqhed it r ever ently with his 
lips." · · · 

Terrors for talking, thes e misjudged hero es of old, weren't th ey? 
Well, th ose ar e ju st a few typical examples, bl ood-thirsty, crude, 

amusi ng, illit era .t -e, tak en at rsnd om fr om th e st ori es published in placid 
mid-Vict c,risn days, and which branded "penny dr eadfuls" , ":!Hood and thund er" 
0n weekly j ournals f ur boys f or evermore. But who car 8s what's in a name? 

BRIDGES2 T. C: 

(Thomn s Cha rles). Born 18649 died 1944~ ~lso wrote ns 
Christopher Beck. Best r emembered for his fine s e ri nls nbout 
Pf\ddy Lenry, thre e of which nppear ed in the Boye Ror.lm . "Pnddy 
Lefl.ry' s Schoold nys", "Pnddy Loftry' s Millionrj ,re", rlnq. "Pnddy 
Ler..ry' s Broth er"; nlso wrot e th e first story for tho ld Union 
J fldk (1903) "With Pick rnd Lamp''· Worked frequ ently for r.dult 
pnp e rs like "Panny Pictorinl". Wn s n fri end of Df\vid Goodwine 
{Sidney Gowing) , Wrot e his nutobiogr~phy "From Floridn to 
Fle mt Street". Judging by letters ·written not iong bofo;-e his 
don th wr.s one of those fri endly, nppronclir..blo fo ·l+ows i .t would 
hnv e boon fl. pl cflsur e to hfl.VO nt the Ola. Boys Book Club Mee t
ings. 

CW\RTERIS, LESLIE: 

Born 12th M.ny, 1907 ; Singnporc. Renl nrun.o, Le sli a Chn~l os 
Bowar, th 0 son of f1. Chin e se Surgeon £1..nd English mother . Went 
to •uneric~ during the wa~, and applied for citizenship . ~ot 
prominently connected with boys' weeklies, but several of his 
popular "Saint" stories appeared in the "Thriller". 

CHESTER, GILBERT: 

Best known for his Sexton Blake yfl.rns of which he wrote 
dozens. Outstanding were his ~nrlier ones in which Gilbert 
and Eileen ~le, the lfl.tter a provocative, he~rtless, little 
"ba ggage" . Chester hnd fl. crisp style, in the Ynnkee mrumer, 
Rnd Wfl.S fond of somewhnt complic nted p~ots , some tim e s tying 
the loose ends fl. little untidily. He nlso hnd n hfl.bi t of 
bringing in Blnke nbout th e hnlf-w ny st~gu . 

. - . 
Don't for get to compl e te and return tho Voting Pnpe r 
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By John R. Shl'JW 

(Foreword. - Neerly three ye ers ego o list of the St.Jim's and 
Greyfriars stories not written by Charles Hamil ton was published i~ our.:· 
cont emporary The CoTiector's Miscellany. Thoy were compil ed aft er much 
study by Juhn Shew, who, it will be cordi ally agreed knows more about th e 
st ori s than anyonG. Now, sinc e they were published a greet dea l he.a 
happened. Many old re aders of the stories have had the desire to coll ect 
and reed th em again (this to a ·considerable extent is due to the public a
tion of "Boys Wil:l Be Boys"). Mcny of th es e new-comers to our circl e 
were unoware th at th ere were stories not written by the origina1 Mertin 
Clifford, Fr ank Riohords. Frequently during th e year I have hed P 

l etter saying sometb.ing like this. "I hFlve been reeding Magnet No.--. 
It hes me puzzled. It wee not a bit lik e Fr ank Richards. The plot was 
ri diculous end the whol e story; crudely writt en. · If Fr ank Ric;twr ds wrote 
it I con only say he wee complet ely off form." Woll , I havo of cours e 
had to writ e and t ell th e puzzle d reo der th a.t th e simple ex'f?l enetion was 
that the reel Fr ank Rich ards did not writ e it at all. Then followed a . 
r equest for an explanation. 

There's something else t oo. Durin g the past thr ee y ears prices have 
inevitably incre ased consi derably. Devot ees ar e willing to pay th e µric o , 
but only because of their adr.dration for the work of Charl es Hemilton. 
Theref or e, when ~hey fin d th ey have D3.id 2/6 f or e cru de imit r tion written 
by some obscure "heck", they natur EJlly feel fl littl e sore abo~t it. Vfe 
th eref ore decided to republish th e lists in th e .AnnUBl vdth th e addition 
of e few numbers since oisc overed by John Shaw. · 

, 
The circum s t ances concerning th ese imit at ions in th e ear ly ye~rs of 

the two papers ma~e in thems elves a perpl exing snd extreordinary story. 
It mey have been nec essa ry for verious r easons to use stori e~ by substi
tut es. In view· of th e undoubt ed artistry of Charl es Hamil t .on ono wuuld 
have natur all y thought they would htwe hEJnded th e r esponsibility t o some 
experienc'?d ,end competent author who 'coul d have turn erl out en edequat e · 
st ory even if he oculd not cepture th at elusive t ouch of the master. 
OccEJsionclly such a writer did deputise. Edwy s ~ar l es Brooks WAS one , 
Clive Fenn anoth er, but in the great mojority of CAses th e A.P. soemed . 
content to acc ept st ories from indivi duals th et woul d have b0en no cr edit 
t o an offic e boy who hed b~en bott om of hi s f orm at school. 

One such had one solit ary i dea which he trotte d out tim e m d. tim e 
again - e oeries of sport events between th e schools which he describ ed 
in th e manner of o Qub reporter on a fifth-r EJt e country newspl:1-por • 

. Not only th et, for th ese 11t empor t1ries" mcde ell sorts of ri diculous 
end exEJsperating mistakes des pit e the f act . th Pt all th e St .Ji in' s and 
Greyfri ars dat a. were available. 

Why .th e A.P. was cont ent to switch from th e sublim e t o th e ri diculous, 
from gold to dross, from a story which wee a deli ght t o r ePd one week t o 
one which was sh eer trasn th e next, wee to say th e l eest in explic abl e . 

However, there is ho1>e th et some dey whon th e long awaite d "Auto
biography of Fr ank Rioh ara.s" is publishea, this str enge chAptei, in th e 
hist ory of th e two f 8mous pap ers will be ex~l eine d . And now I will l eeve 
it to John Shew. - H.L.) ._ __________ _ (48) 
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Most collectors of "Megnets" end "Gema" now know thet the famous 
writer of boys' stories Mr. Cherles Homilton origin.EJted Greyfri ors end 
St.Jim's and wrote tne mejority of the stories about both of them. 

The "Magnet Library" r en to 1683 numbers: 'of ~hese Mr. Hamilton wrote 
approximately 1380. 

The total number of "9 ems" ( including the id. s eries of the years 
1908-08) is 1711. 404 "Gems" (Nos. 1221 to 1624) contain St .Jim I s stories 
reprinted from early "Gems". Of the 1301 original St,Jim 1 s stories printed 
in the "Gem" Libr ory the genuine Martin Cliff ord wrote about 700. As the 
st.Jim's stories in the 404 "Gems" containing r eprints were neerly f'll 
written by Mr. Hamilton, it means th~t more thnn two-thirds of the totel 
numbers of "Gems11 contain genuine st ories. · This is again a very high 
proportion. 

The imitati ons were printed for reasons known only to the editors, and 
without the permission of Mr. Hamilton, who strongly objected to the 
inferior work of hack wr::.. ters appearing under his pen- ,namee. All Are very 
unsatisf ect o:ry es stories of Greyfriere and St.Jim's schools, end only a 
very few are worth reading for their own sake. The worst of these imita
tions were printed in both papers during th e years 1916 to 1921, end in 
the "Gem" during 1928 t o 1931 • 

. The following lists are the result of m~ny months of study mede during 
the second World War. The writer wishes gratefully to eci:nowledge some 
valuable help given him by Mr. Hamilton At that time. · 

, "Magnets" containing imitation Greyfri ors stories are E"S followet -
85, 87, 99, 116, 165, 260, 287, 313, 317, 321, 347, 349, 351, 353, 361, 
377, 385, 388, 390~ 394, 405, 411, 414, 417, 421, 424, 426, 427, 430, 432, 
436, 440, 448-49, 451, 454, 464, 466, 468, 472, 476-81, 484, 486, 495, 
499~500, 506, 509, 512-14, 520, 523-24, 527, 529, 535·, 538, 544-45, 549-50, 
552, '557, 562, 564-67, 573, 581, 588. 591-92, 594-96, 598-99, 601-11, 616, 
618-39, 641-42, 644-48, 650, 652-59, 665-81, 683-88, 690-92, 694-103, 
710-14, 716-19, 722, 724-28, 730-36, 740-42, 746-47, 754, 762, 767, 775, 
777-78, 780, 785-86, 788, 790-92. 800-05, 813, 815-18, 824-25, 827, 831-33, 
835-40, 842, 844-45, 847, 849-53 .. , .856-57, 861, 870-72, 878, 889-92, 894-95, 
898, 901-05, 918-22, 932-41, 943-44, 949, 952-55, 972, 974, 980, 991, 993, 
1006, 1014, 1030, 1053-55, 1058, 1077., 1083, 1091, 1108-09, 1152-53, 1189, 
1220. 

These er e ell the :1.mi tvtions discovered by th e wri te .r in the "Magnet 
Library" . (See note et the end of tr.is article.) 

Thero ere no i mit ~tio n St.Jim's stori es among those printed in the 
ia,. seri es of "Ger!.uf1 , dDte d 190?-08. Thie se ri es of 48 numbers conteine 
only 42 storios of St .Ji::i 1 s sGhool, es Eid.venture st ories, written by four 
different authors, form the mein contents of Nos. 1,2,4,6,8 end 10. These 
are the only nunil:e:rs of th e uGem Lib:rory" th at d·J not contain stories about 
the boys of St .Jim's. 

The following is e list of th e imitation St.Jim's stories printed in 
the "Gem Li'hrery :i d1 '. .. dng· the ye: re. 1908 to 1931. 
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Nos, 53, 55, 57, 59, 62, 65, 68, 77, 88, 90, 95, 98, 100, 105, 108-09, 
. 113-14, 118, 120, 122, 125, 128, 131, 133, l35, 137, 143, 146, 156, 164, 
256-60, 264, 268, 273, 285, 314, 319, 333, 347, 374 , 388, 391, 396? 398, 
400 , 411, 418, 420, 423, 427, 429, 430, 438, 442, 444, 447-48, 452-53, 450, 
463, 470-71, 474, 482-83, 405. 490, 493, 497-98, 500-01, 506-08, 511-12, 
515, 517, 519-20, 523, 526~31, 534, 536, 539, 541, 543, 551-52 , 554-56 , 
559-61, 566-570, 575, 580, 583-84, 590-91, 593, 606-07, 606-07, 609-25, 
627-656, 664-67, 669-76, 681-82, 684-85, 688, 690-91, 694, 696-97, 702-07, 
712, 716-19, 725, 740-41, 752, 775, 785-86, 793-94, 796, 798, 802-03, 806, 
809-11, 819-20, 823, 832-35, 840, 843, 848-51, 854, 857, 859-61, 868-70, 
872-81, 884-94, 896, 900-05, 910-18, · 922, 925-26, 929, 932-34, 937-47, 
949-50 , 956-69, 975, 977-79, 981-87, 992-99, 1001-05, 1008-13, 1022-30, 
1032-33, 1036-68, 1073-1154 , 1156-61, 1163-91, 1193-96, 1199-1204, 1206-19. 

1..mong th e "Gems" cont oining r eprinte d St.Ji m's stori es ther e er e th e 
f ollowi ng imit ations : - Noe, 1304, 1327, 1370, 1377-78, 1448-49, 1478, 1512, 
1541, 1577, 1586-87, 1608, 1611, 1622. This conclu des th e list; but 
pl eose re ed the not<:1 et the end of this articl e , 

"Gome" Nos. 1625 t o 1663 ell cont ein new ori gin el stories written by 
Mr, Hamilton. 

The St. Jim' ·s st ories in "Gems" Nos. 253 (r eprint ed in 1444), 254, 255 
(r eprinted in 1453) end 261 differ in styl e of writing from th e other stori Gs 
of this period, but th ey ar e not imit ations. They ar e st ori es which were 
first published in "Pluck" during th e y1Jers 1906-07 , nnd subsequ Gntly J:ld
wri tten by Mertin Cliff or d for th e "Gem" Libr ery", 

A few st ories by Fr ank Richards end Martin Cliff or d were print ed i~ 
the "Boys• Fri end 3d , (l eter 4d ,) LibrAry" (First Seri es). Most of th 0se 
volwnes or e genuin e stories, but th er e are f our imit ations nmong them, The 
foll owing 8re th e numbers of ell about or connect ed with Greyfri ara or 
St.Jim's Schools. They er e all origin el st ori es except whor e oth erwis e 
st ate d . First th e list of thos e written by Mr. Hr.imilton:- Noa. 30, 38, 
288, 328, 367 (r eprint), 383, 509 (r enrint), 513 (r eprint) .en1 517 (r eprint). 
The four imit ations ar e Nos, 153, 276, 319 end 489, 

'NarE. It is not possibl e to mAke th ese li sts of imit Ations quit e 
completebec (luse th e pr esent writ er f eiled t o obt 8in flnd r ef:ld ei ght Magnets 
(Nos . 282," 339, 382, 400, 404, 455, 720, 721); end still r equir es ei ght een 
Gema t o complete hie oolleotion of this · paper. However, th e auth orship 
of only four Gema (Noa, 16, 7 4, 81, 99) is in (toubt, flS th e others are eith er 
possesse d in the form of re prints or heve been r eed , Coll ectors poss essing 
th ese numbers may like t o reed them, end to deci de f or th emselves es to th e 
authorshi p of th e stories. · 

W~NTED: ~ny bound volumes of Union Jack , years 19 06 to 1915 . 
Good prices :p:1.id. Leonard l?a.claoo.n, 27 , l\rchd$.1e Road , East 
Dulwich, London , S.E.16. 

W~NTED: Sexton Blake Libraries , 2nd Series, 171 or 723. 
Leol')fl.rd Packma.n, 27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London , 
S.E.16. (
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Compiled by John W. Geel 

(Edi tor's Note. - Fr equently we are asked for informa .tion El bout some 
particular series of stories which appeared during the long life of th e 
Magnet - the marzy-travels, the famous Bunter Court, Ralph Staoey, Gilbert 
Tracy and the rest. Well, here I s a mine of information ab·out them com
piled after much indust:.ity by John Geel. We have started from the yee.r 
1917, es prior to that the great majority of stori es were complete each 
week.) 

501 - 505 THE B.ilffi!NG-OU'f AGAINST JEFFERIES 
The new temporary Heed ruling with a rod of iron, Mr. Quelch sacked, 

another moster as bad as jh e Head . The Remove ~ebel,berring-out in the 
Remove passag e , followed by the Fourth, . Shell ~nd Second. Finally the 
juniors run both masters out of school. Quelch ~~turns, and all's well. 

1918 
517 to 519 CLAVERING OF 11:.~ REMOVE 

Redwing comes to Greyfri ars in another's pl~ce, Skinner & Co, find 
out, and try to expose him. · 

52:(· to 522 CL.WERING, ( Cont I d) 
Tom gets foun d out, and has to l eave. Th~ r eal Clavering joins up 

end ,leaves for France. 

530 t o 533 TOM REDWING'S RE;TURN 

Tom wins a Scholarship (put up by Smithy's father~ and returns to 
the fold. 

568 to 585 WALLY BUNTER 
h very long series this, ond running concurr antly with the Gem 

(Gem No. 571-584). Wvlly, Billy's cousin and double, is bound for 
st.Jim's. Billy swops with him, Billy goi ng to St. Jim's, Wally to 
Greyfri ars. Although alik e in appearance, or e in charBcter, pol es apart. 
The surprises in store at both schools m3ke a fin e yarn. 

613 to 615 VERNON SMITH, "BOUNDER" 
~ secon d seri es with Vernon-Smith's nasty side to the fore, but in 

th ~ end, s ees the error of his ways. 

622 to 625 SMITHY IN EXILE 

Smithy's fath er t ekes him away from school beli eving him to be 
wasting his tim e . He has to prove his worth for one month, by mald.ng 
his own way in the world. 
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646 to 648 PHYLIS HOWELL AND HER BRorHER llRCHIE 

Dealing with the new 1oy and his sister of Cliff House. 

661 to 664 THE GREYFRii'ffiS FIIM STJJIB 
Elsie Mainwaring, th e film star, is making a school film. The 

Greyfriers juniors, Bome seniors end the Cliff House girls , are included, 
as a genuine 1aokground. This t okes ploo e et Hewthorn e Park on the 
coast. A love eff -ir between Elsie end Wing at e caus es trouble, end many 
exciting twists to o good t ale. 

1921 

704 to 709 HARRY WHARTON & CO ON A C.AlliW.AN TOUR 

The chums hire a oDraven from Lezerue and on t our er e in conflict with 
Coker & Co. over the ownorshi p of the car avan. 

720 to 722 PENFOLD CUTS LOOSE 

Pen, in need of money for hie ailing dad , st Prts gambling and br eoking 
bounds with Skinner. However, seeing th e err or of his w ye, he r eturns 
to th e fol d , end th e mon~y ie r eised O.K. 

.. . 1922 

731 to 735 w:1.LLY BUNTER, FORM-MASTER 

Wolly ( aged by 3 y oare) now 19, returns to Greyfri ars AB a junior 
meeter in charge of th e 1st form. (A very IJzy'thiool form this, now we have 
it - now we don•tt) The series end with Wal ly firmly establishe d ae a 
f orm~ aeter?? 

737 t o Z(9 BILLY BUNTER, RUN1'i.W!J ~ 

Bunter in tr oubl e t hr ough en att eok on Quelch , bolts fr om.school. 
The Fomous Five ar e sent aft er him, ond th e tr r il l 8ede vi a St, J i m's Pnd 
Rookwood bef ore he is caught, 

743 to 745 THE SIXTH-FORM REBELLION 

Dr, Locke f orce d t o r esign, ond Dr, Cern ef orth is th e now hoed, He 
is so.on unpopul ar by intro ducing his new metho ds . The Sixth re, el, and 
ber-out in th e sixth pass age ; t hey are soon j oin ed by some of th e Removo. 
Fin ally th e Govornors orrive , Cernef orth gots t he bcot Pnd Dr. Locke is 
r einst ated, 

749 - 752 AIGERNONDE-VERE 
Algy, form8rly nemed P~rld.ne, the eon of A f ootmr.n, comes int o s 

f 0rtune, comes t o Greyfri Brs end is r ecognise d by "Mauly". ~Ugy acts 
snobbishly1 he goes about in £ear th at his past will be disc over ed. 
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756 t o 759 .. 1 YACHTING TOUR WITH "M:!.ULY" 
Mouly and th e Co . on A cruise "to Fr ence • . Mauly "s life is thr eat ened 

f or £10,000 r ans om9 by e reysterious "Gideon Gaunt" who turns out to be 
Ml1t e oboar d th e yacht. 

768 t o 773 IL'UffiY WHlillTON & CO. WITH Ci>FT. CORKR.till IN AFRICA 

Capt. Corkr en (Bob' s cousin) invit ee th e ventril oquist Bunter to 
l'i.fric ~, ena th e Co. t o accompany him, to ee~rch f or burie d tr eBsure. rhe 
ventriloquist comes in very handy when in th e hands of e fi erce native 
tri"be. Nugent is a captiv e , nna. Bunter bec omes king of tribe 11n d r escues 
Fr ank. 1ventu ally th ey oll esc Ppe and th e tr easur e is disc overed. 

1923 

779, 781 t o 784 JIM LEE OF THE REMOVE 
Sent t o Greyfri ars by r Psc elly cousin t o help his plan to rob th e 

school, but Lee is ea str ai &ht as a di e end th o plot f Aile • . 

793 t o 799 LH.'VISON I S REJrUHN TO GREYFRil.RS 

Levis on Minor,injur ed at Greyfri ers, hns t o st ay et school sanatorium. 
His br other comes t o stoy ·with him :m.til ha is well, j oini ng th e r emove 
untti th e br others can return t o St. Jim~s. Levis on's murky past is oon
st nntly r aked up by Skinn er & Co. However, he pr oves tha.t his r ef orm is 
permanent, much t o th 0 deli ght of his chums. 

803 to 805 THE WI LLESBY TWINS 

..:..n obviou s hock yarn this. Ona twin accept ed for Greytri ars end his 
r ott er br oth er r ejected. By o trick the bad one succ eeds in taking hiw 
pl ace, th o r eal twin th on t akes hie turn, etc. in same vein, with subse
quent confusi on th at each cr eat es, Eventu ally th e bad one fells in riv er 
Sark. His br other div es t o r esoue, but both are swept away. Lat er, · 
one is r ecovere d dead . (Guess which one?) The eth er rescued O.K. 

809 to 812 WITH JIMMY VIVI ~i.N AT PENG-.RTH, CORNWALL 

The Co. spendi ng a holi dry [1t an ol d mans.fon (h aunt .ad of cuurs e ) 
with plenty of excit ement, ghosts, smuggl ers EJnd wh.Elt heve you. But e 
guod t ale. 

819 t o 823 l\llCK THE GYPSY 

Mick, a gypsy in th e Greyfri ars neighb ourh ~od, saves Sir Hilt on~ 
Popper's lif e. In gr8 titu de he is sent t o sch ool; his wil d ways cause 
many upheavals at Greyf r i ar s, and he runs f oul of many ohaps, inclu ding 
lingel of th e Fourth, whom he i s very much like. Angel's hatre d is very 
deep ; he seeks the a.i d of his f ather in hie eff arts -to get ri d of Mick, 
but Mi.ck does Sir Philip .tmgel a good turn end.. 'BO he stays. It turns 
out et l ast that Mick is ..lngel 1s yo'1llger br otlner st ol en by gypsi es as e 
boy. 
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828 to 830 MICK 1!N"GEL1S REI'URN (MICK THE GYPSY) 
Mick invites the Cc.,. t o Scotl and f or Christmas, et the IJ\YSterious 

house a.t L0chmuir. -"' go od Chrietmaeey yern, thick w1 th e Scotch moorland 
a.tmosphere. 

'i.!2.M 
8'.21 t u 860 - SMITHY VERSUS REDWING FEUD 
862 t o 869 ffiillRY WH.lffiTON & CO. IN THE S.illlffiA 

87~ to 811 THE BUNKING OF BILLY BUNTER 

Bunter in tr ouble B:{ein is threetoneti. tlo~, in feer of thi s he 
hides in the school, fin ~lly ho is expelled, but r emains in the school 
vicinity. Eventu olly he asks f ur for givenees end r eturns to eohool • 

...... 
I 

, I 

879 t o 888 Hl.illRY WHlOOON - REBEL 

Ilich orde at his beet in a fine series. Harry f olls out with th e Co. 
and goes off f or Christm as with Smithy. Getti ng fe d up he returns t o the 
Cc.,. but th ey will not for give him. Returnin g to school, hie Wl:lywAr d pride 
sets him against auth ority and he rapi dly becomes th e worst boy in th e form. 
Ile is s acked fr om th e f urm coptaincy. Meuly gets electe d . Ho eventu ally 
r esigns, and Bob Cherry becomes the new capt ain. The f eud with th e Co . 
gets wors e, fin ally he gets th e seek, end the folly of his we.ye comes home 
with full foroe. Tho HeAd intervenes and Harry is all owed t o st Ay. His 
tr oubles are gr adually ir oned out And ell is well. 

906 - 909 RAGGED DICK 
' . 

Ragged Dick , e waif or tramp, is taken up by Sir Henry Compton as his 
heir, . and is s ent t o Greyfri ars. Bunter r ecognises him es Ragged Dick 
th e tr mp, and bl ackmails him in r eturn f or his sil ence . Dick runs f oul 
0f his f 0rmer r oad acquaint ances s ever al tim es. It is fin ally est obl ished 
th at he is re a·lly Sir Henry's nephew, and he Ja:i:ves th e sch ool. 
910 to 917 ~UNTER COURT 

Billy wangl es to t flke e t emmcy of one of L~r d Combermer e ' s est at es 
t hr ough th e agEmt being hurt in on a.cci clent by imi t etin g his voic e over the 
'phone. He th en t akes o cr owd of Removit es with him f or a holi dAy et his 
enceetr el home "Bunt er Court". He gets deeper and deeper int o th e swindl o . 
D' la-cy is made e welcome guest os he hes pl enty of tin. The agent dis
covers the plot, but Bunter l ocks him in th e cell ar s , f oll owed l at er by 
th e butl er and D ' .trey. They 11r e found .::-nd Bunter bolts. He is hunt ed 
f ar end wide. Meuly ev8ntu olly squ ares th e monet ary si de, and Bunter is 
saved - just. 

92, t o 931 GERAW LODEH, CAP'.r. 
Wingate Mini,r ki cks over th e tr cces ond is cnught bj hi s br oth er. Unobl 

to report him George resigns r ather than be f nlse t o hie truste d position. 
Loder is th ert el ected Copt. He becomes en intol er able bully; Dnd Win got e 
foroes him into 8 °fight thrashes him, and narrowly esc apee eJg>ulsion. Loder 
p1 as it on, and f ells foul of the Remove and comes off second beet. 11i l}gate 
Minor confesses all and the Head announces a new el ection next term. Loder t as one l ost throw E1t Wingate duri ng the Xmas vac. But ell comes well in 
th e end and th e Elnimoai ty is f or gotten. . 
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938 to 940 LINLEY EXPELLED 
Ponsonby gets Linley sacked. He returns home to the factory bench. 

The truth comes out, Mark is cleared, and Pon is expelled. 
945 to 948 PEDRILLO OF ZORRO'S CIRCUS 

960 to 970 HABHY WHARTON & CO. IN DID IA 

Inky's rascally cousin seeking to oust him from the throne of 
Bawiphur, attempts to kidnap him. It is decided that he must return home 
immediately. The Co. abd Bunter accompaey him in an exciting series of 
plot and counter-plot. The rebel is finally quashed and the le .de return. 
975 to 979 BOB CmmRY - swart 

Maj. Cherry is displeased with Bob's school progress. Bob sets out 
to improve and swots hard. He upsets the form and they eventually bar 
him. Thin gs eo from bad to worse, but Bob wins through in the end. 
982 to 984 COKER l.lND MR. POYNINGS (hie uncle's sec.) 

Mr. Poynings tries to persuade Coker not to go to his 4unt Judy's tor 
Christmas es his uncle is very ill. Then he is mysteriously kidnapped. 
The Co, promised Aunt Judy to help find him. All stay on into the Xmae 
va, They rescue him end then are invited to Holly House, Eventually it 
is revealed that Poynings is blackmailing Coker's uncle, 

ml 
985 to 990 THE GAME KID 

Dick Dury 9 a new boy, better known as "the Oame Kid", a young pro. 
boxer, comes to school. He gives a promise to ~elch not to fight end 
the subsequent trials and refusals to fight win him the contempt of the 
fom · .' Pa1J y with Hilton, it comes as a severe blow to discover he is a. 
black sheep. He finslly threshes Loder and leaves the school, returning 
to the Ring. 

997 to 1004 PAUL DALIJiS 
Smithy's father sends Paul to school as his adopted son, the Bounder 

fearing a rival in affection, hates him from the start, and attempts to 
drive him from Greyfriars, but he tuns foul of the form in doing it. Plot 
after plot of Smithy's fails at the last moment. Eventually Paul's father 
turns up and renouncing riches, Paul goes with his father to fer off climes. 
1007 to 1009 C..'..FTAIN SPENCER 

Smithy, knowing the Head's guest is e Lantham bank robber, sets out 
to prove i+, - and does1 

1017 to 1026 HIIRRY WHIBTON & CO. IN SO!!'.!'._~N SE...'lS '"f.[TH SMITHY ..'..IND REDWING 

All aboard Mr, Yernon-Smith'e yecht, searching for the Isle of Cooo, 
and the treasure of Bleck Peter. Soames shows his true colours and along 
with other deeparedoes attempts to g~t the treasure. He fails , however, 
and the treasure is saved. Tom Redwing's she~e enables him to paf hie 
aohool fees, and he returns to Greyfriars. 
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1028 to 1034 EDGAR BRIGHI' _.ND LEVISON1S RETURN 
,, 

Redwing returns to sohool and lt'Uns foul of ]right, the new boy? • 
(nicknamed "the Toad"). Bright is th ere to searoh for end destroy a. will, 
which would prove that a. fortune left to his father really belongs to · 
Mr. Levison. The· Levison brothers arrive at Greyfriars ( to eee.rch for 
the will). Eventually Ernest Levison finds the will and saves Bright 
at the same time as he is lying badly injured in th e vaults. 

1928 

1039 to 1041 ERIC GILMORE 2nd FOHM Ml\STER 

A convict rel ation · of' Gi l more ( 11: tompor o.r;r ' t'luu"'ter) oome~"to Iitm for 
help, He is evehtu all y .cnught Ec .d ,Mr.-.Twigg returna. 

1043 to 1049 TEE '~HIGH OAKS" REBELLION 

Quelch mR di smisDed throu gh e meliciouo trick of Skinner' o. The Remove 
object to hi o going and rebel in the ~orm room, Then M~uly take s oharge end 
the form marches out of ochool. Mauly .buyo a local manoion ("High Oako") 
end the boyn move in. He control r. the rebel o very well and in mal\Y novel 
weyo. They then get Quelch to take charge and run the form oorreotly. 
Col, Wharton then arrives end olearo the matter, Quelch i o rein otated and 
the rebelo .returned. · 

1050 to 1052 CRUM, SCHOOLBOY HYPNCY.rIST 

1059 to 1067 ARTHUR DA COSTA 

De Coote, a Eura sian from India, i o Gent by Capt. Jda.rkham, a. rival 
for Wharton' o fortune, to Greyfri ar s . Hie object i s to get Ha.rry disgraced 
and oaoked. Harry' o honeoty end goodfellow ohip changes Da Costa' s r eoolve, 
and he renounce s Capt, M9rkham's plot. The Captain himself then trie o to . 
accompli oh Harry' s downfall. However, Da Cost a oavee H~rl'1 t'rom him and 
all ends O.K. · , · 

1069 to 1075 WHIFFLE'S CIRCUS 

Bunter becomes boso of th e circu s b;t impeJ;'soneting Mr~ Whiffle o. 

1078 to 1082 CHRISTOPHER CL!'J=!ENCE C~JIBOY 

The Biggest Practical Joker Ever. : .. good hu.moro~o serie s . 

1087 to 1089 SMITHY .AND REDDY fN CONFLICT 'MTH SOliMES 

A Chri s tmas series. 

19~ 
1092 to 1107 HlillRY WIDillTO!'i & CO. IN HOLLYWOOD 

With the chums travelling acro ss 11.lllerica and in conflict with a 
di sgruntled film s tar. 

1118 to 1121 J.UGUST HOLIDAY. THE MYSTER! OF THE TRIKE 
The chums on a. walking tour with a motor ise d trik e as l'\lggage carrier , 

with e myst ery att8ched to the trike. , ____ _ ____ .____(56) 



1122 to 1125 THF. MYSTERY OF RhVENSPUR Gn.:..NGE 

The Co. still on holiday st ay with ~t's uncle. · This serie s is 
unique in thet Billy Bunter is aboent, yet one of the best series of ell • 

• 
1126 to 1128 JULI..lli DELV_\RNY 

A fierc e cla sh between the New Boy end Monty Newland. 

1139 t o 1150 Xmas. THE COURT.FIELD CRACKSM.'.ili 

Thi s long series 0011mences et Wharton Lodge , with the Heed s taying 
for th e holiday. Going on in the new term. (See 1930) 

~ 
THE COURTFIELD CBACKS:Mtili" ( se e. above ) 

Continu ed at ochool withe series of bur glari es, and e new IDiYBtery 
mast er. 

1162 to 1165 GANGSTERS Nf GREYFRI.lffiS 

Aft er Fi sher T. Fish to hold him for ran som. 

1166 to 1168 POP OF THE cmcus 
A circu o in the vicinity and a circus led i s e temporary Removite. 

1169 to 1174 THE REMOVE REBELLION luLINST MR. B 

The new t emp rary Head end hie nephew ( Otto van Tromp) are e peir of 
tyr ant s . Tho Remove bar out in the Remove peseege. 

' 
1175 to 1185 ~ugust ILlRRY r.VHARTON & CO. IN CHINA 

Bound for Chin a with 1Yun Lung who is in danger from the evil Tong of 
th e Red Dragon. One of th e beat ever trav el seri es . 

1191 Yp 1194 (Xmes ) THE MYSTERY OF c . ..v;iND~u.E ~:J3BEY 

; .. thrilling Christm Ets t ale with e mysteriou s esse il ent pursui ng 
Lord Cavandel e . 

1195 to 1203 
ill! 

"TATTERS" OF THE REMOVE 

lt waif becomeo e Greyfrier El boy and follow s an exciting t al e , with 
"Tatter s" ageinot hio r as celly cousin end riv al to e fortune, 

1212 to 1219 DICK L.~Cl\STER, CRACKSMAN AND CRICKTfil'"fi.lR 

A splendid yarn of e new 6th former. An exciting cricket seri es . 

1228 to 1236 (Augu s t) HARRY WH.:'.RTON & CO IN AFRICA. ~v!TH SMITHY IN KENY · .. 

In Ken;ya with Vernon-Smith on buoines s . They ar e c~ptured end oold 
into slavery by an enemy of Mr. v.s. 
1244 to 1246 (Xmas) CHRISTMtl.S AT M,:._uLEVERER TOWERS 

With Mauly in peril from an ass ailant within. 
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1247 to 1254 FLIP OF THE 2nd 
~~ waif sent to Greyfriars rune foul cf the new me.star who is orook 

e.oque.intanoe of hi ~, namely "Jimmy the One". 

1255 to 1259 HARRY WHARTOU DOWN ON HIS LUCK 
Harry, thinking his uncle is against him, starts swotting for a fr,ee 

eoholerehip to pay his school fees, but runs foul of the form. 

1277 to · 1284 (August) HARRY WHARTON & CO. IN EGYPr 

With Mauly, on the treil of treasure. 

1285 to 1296 HARRY WR!.RTON IN DISGR.AeE 

Here he is up age.inst Loder and Mr. Quelch, beooming the worst boy 
in the fbrm. 

1297 to 1307 (Xmas) JAMES V1i.LENTINE ALIAS "DICK THE PENMAN" 

The series starts at Wharton Lodge during Christmas vao. (see 1933) 

.fil3 
1297 to 1307 JAMES Vlu.ENTINE 

The adventures e boy "Penman" in hie efforts to diecerd hie past. 
and make good et Gre ere. Meanwhile, he is constantly hounded by hie ' 
former crook pals and th e Police. He is eventually r econoiled with hie 
uncle and departs for Brazil. 

1312 to 1316 BILLY BUNTER'S EASTER CRUISE 

Bunter's c·ousin .runs a" holiday yacht and offers Billy a free trip it 
he can fill the boat with Greyfriare ohaps. 

1330 to 1340 (August) THE GREYFRIARS HIKERS 
The Co. Bunter and Mauly on a hiking tour of Southern England with a 

much sought after "Holiday .Annual" containing n clue to the proc eeds of a 
robbery. 

1344 to 1348 ALONZO THE GREAT 

, 

A hilarious adventure of Alonzo Todd, the weakling in possession of a 
fluid which gives 

1349 to 1353 (Xmas) BILLY BUNTER'S DIAMOND 
Christmas at Wharton Lodge with Billy B~ter in possession of a 

diamond pin bought for 1/-. Actually e stolen gem, of great valu e . 

1934 
1354 to 1358 BOB CHERRY KIDNAPPED 

Krantz, an old boy of Greyfria.rs, in an effort to obtain secret pl ane 
from Major Cherry and capturing Bob for reneom. 
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1360 to 1373 SMITHY VERSUS SMEDLEY 

A splendid t ·ale of Smithy versus his cousin Smedley ( e tempora.ry 
master) in a struggle for his father's fortune. 

1374 to 1362 POPPER ISLAND REBELLION 

One of the finest rebel series. Bunter sacked, tha form believing 
him innocent stand by him .and bar out Popper Island. 

1363 to 1389 (August) BUNTER THE BILLIONAIRE 

Bunter,by luck acquiring a fortune, takes the Chume one tour of 
Europe, pursued by the rightful heir to the money. 

1390 -to 1399 THE GRrn'RI.lffiS SECREI' SOCIEI'Y 

In the ~ of m~IliY the best series ever. 
Loder his henchman, becomes an intolerable bully. 
society to avenge themselves. 

Prout becomes heed end 
The juniors form a 

1400 to 1403 (Xmas) ClilUSTMAS AT HIIIrON HALL 

Christmas, ond an esc aped convict et large. 

ll22 
1404 to 1412 COKER'S COUSIN, EDGAR CJ\FFYN 

Caffyn comes to the school bent on disgreoing Ho!'a.ce end disinherited. 

1413 to 1417 PErER HAZEIDENE'S UNCLE J~ 

' Peter's uncl e , a runaway bcnk ca~hier, seeks his help, but is finally 
persuaded to return. 

1419 ~o 1421 JIMMY THE FOX 

At Wharton Lodge, with JiIDI!\Y, th e right hand man of a crook called 
the Dandy, imprisoned by Ferr ara Locke, out to get Jack Drake es ratolia.ti • 

1422 to 1433 RALPH STACY 

nalph, a cousin of Wharton's, and exact double, comae 
He is a thorough rotter and uses hie likeness to the full. 
accused of a number of shady deeds, but comes through O.K. 
eventually leaves in disgrace. 

1434 to 1439 (August) PORrEnCLIFFE RALL, SUSSEX 

to Greyfriers • 
Herry is 
Caffyn 

Fisby 1s father tak es Portercliffe for the swmner and searches for a 
treasure hoard reputed hidden there. Lord Portercliffe learns of this 
end stops it. m.ram K. then l eaves, Lord P. continu es the search Dnd 
the -treasure is discovered. 

1440 to 1451 JIM WARREN 

Jim booked for Greyfriars, refuses to att end, As his '~ee are paid, 
his poor cousin steps in hie place. Wharton knew the real Jim -JSDre ago 
and is suspicious. The deception is eventually discovered. 

59 



' Ir 

1452 to 145{' CHRISTMlill .AT POLPELLY 
With Smithy for Christm as 

tr easure and ghosts thrown in. 
at Polpelly in Devon, with a hidd en 

An exciting Chris~massy story. 

1936 
14)! to 1460 ERIC WIUIICYI1 

Eric is Hacker's nephew and ·comes from Topham in dubious circumetenoee 
With HElcker looking after him he is dubbed "Form Master's Fevourite". 
1461 to 1468 HARRY WHARTON & CO. IN BR.1\ZIL 

The Co. holidey in Brezil at th e invit ation of Jim Val entine 
(se e IIIJ~ A good s~ri es with a di amond discov ery and ett empted kid-
napping for good measur e On r eturn journ ey meet Putman ven Duck. 
(s ee seri al 1471 on.) 

1469 to 1470 HOME Ju}AIN CONTINUING E. WII11Iar 
Wilmot is at l ast cl ear ed and -r 0turna to Topham. 

1471 to 1478 PDTMAN Vil DUCK 

" 

This millionaire's son mark ed down by gangst ers, has a gunman 
guardian. · A ridicul ous s eri es this with gengsters ri ght and left. 
Eventually, th e crooks out of harm I s wey, vsn Duck r eturns to America .• 
1481 to 1490 (August) MUCCONLINI'S CIRCUS 

Bunter 9 terrifi ed of a flo gging, rune away and joins the circus, 
Getti ng a hold over th e pr opri etor, by disc overing he is a spy, Bunte» 
tours South ern England . in styl e . A good circus atmosphere. ,. 
1493 to 1497 LODER' S CONVICT COUSIN 

The convict on th e run comes to Greyfriars as a t emporary mast er. 
Eventu ally his innocenc e proved and cl ear ed of his crim e . 
1499 to 1509 (Xmes) VALENTINE COMPTON, THE SCHOOLBOY SMUGGLER 

Val. smuggl es contrab and for his uncl e . This aeri es goes into Xmas 
vao. with the crooks aboard Val's yacht. Ther e is a mutin;y and th ey ere 
marrooned, r escued by Smithy. Val and hie uncl e are reform ed and 
Mr. v.s. employs them both on one of his ships. 

1931 
1510 t o 1515 THE TUCKSHOP REBELLION 

Quelch and th e Head t emporarily away. Hecker is Headmaster. The 
position is too much f or him e.nd he becomes a tyr ant. The Remove r ebel 
and hold out in tuckshop. Then th er e ar e s eries of att empts to winkle 
them out. · The Heed r eturns~ Hecker is s ent f or A met, Rebelli on over. 
1518 to 1521 Highcliffe sch ool in th e lim eli ght and in evi tebly Pon & Clo 

1522 to 1525 An att empt on Mr. Vernon-Smith's life. 
1528 to 1530 Harry & Co. feuding with Cliff e House . 
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1533 to 1535 Hazel in trouble and Bob Cherry shielding him and so 
disgracing himself. ' 

1536 to 1540 ARCHIE POPPER 
Wibley sacked for impersonating Mos!:100. He returns to school as A!9hie. 

A good yarn packed with fun. 

1541 to 1544 Attempted kidnapping of Won Lung by hie raeoally uncle in 
Paris. 

154( to 15.54 SKIP THE Ex-PICKPOCirnr 
Befriended and sent to Greyfriars he has severe time -in being accepted 

into ,the R£move. Finally, it is established that he is ·the long tost 
brother of lvriss Bullivant of Cliff House. 

1556 'to 1559 MY LOBD BUNTER 
Bunter becomes stand in for Lord Reynham•s nephew who is under threat 

of death. 

1561 to 1572 ARTHUR Clll\TER 

Bunter's rascally cousin scheming to get him kicked out of sohool. 
1573 to 1582 HARRY WH.\RTON &t~O. IN TEXAS 

I 

. With Smithy on his father's ranch in the West, with rustlers etc. 
and meeting "The Rio Kid". 

1585 to 1587 Th~ Co. up against Pon and Loder. 
1582 to 1598 (.\.ugust) HARRY WHARTON & co. IN THE seurH SE.AS 'VITH 

MAULEVERER 

Mauly in search of hie 
set adri!t and landing .one 
they meet "Ken King of the 

1899 to 1608 GILBERT TRACY 

cousin. They a.11 have many adventures getting 
cannibal isle, and Bunter becomes king. Later 
Islands". 

Gilbert, hating Gr£yfria~s, attempts to get himself kicked out. Aleo 
he is up against Qualch. He later reforms. 

1609. to 1612 (Xmas) CHRIST*¥ AT WHARrON IODGE 
With a clue to £1200 which \ie hidden near Greyfriers. 

1222. 
1615 to 1625 2BQ<l.KER, THE OLD BOY BOOT REP AIRER 

Crockc.r $'etting up business outside Greyfriare causing a sensation. 
He is also the IIG7ete17 prowler wgose activities cause Ferrera Locke to be 
called in. 

1626 to 1629 EASTER ON BLACKROCK ISIJ~ 

On Smithy!.s island with Mr. Vernon-Smith being kidnapped. 
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1631 to 1642 BERTIE VERNON 

Smithy's cousin , also his double, at Greyfria.re. Like Smithy, an 
excellent cricketer. They hate the eight of each other. Berti e getting 
Sm~thy kidn apped, t akes hi.a pl ace. · 

164~ to 1650 !LIB.RY WH11.RTON & CO. ON '.eUE' THAMES 
(The Secret of the Weter Lily) 

A good s eries of a holid ay adventur es, on a camping t~ip up the 
Thames, and ·a nzy-stery aboard. ', 

1651 to 1653 Sil'iITHY VEITIBUS QUELCH Mm 1;"{INGATE 

1656 tb.· fr~e :.: c8KER SACKED 

Coker in troubl e over fire works. Price pl aces th em in Prout's 
firegr ate. Coker gets th e 'bl ame and is sacked. He st ays in th e school 
vicinity, worki ng for Uncl e Clegg as assist ant and errand boy. Pric e 
ad.mite hie guil t and Coker r eturns. 

1660 to 1675 MR. Lll.MBE 

The Co. sp end Christm as at Wharton Lodge, Then Nlr. Quelch i s 
missing and Ferr era Locke is searching for hi m. Mr. Lamp goes t o 
Greyfri ors to t ake his pl ace as tempor Eiry meet er, (Cont' d 1940) . 1664 • 

.ill:£ 
1660 to 1675 (Cont'd , Mr. Lambe ) (S ee -above ) (1664) 

The Bounder gets suspicious of him and Lem be gets him sack ed. It .· 
finally cornea out that Lambe is a notorious cr ook and ki dnapp ed Quelch. 

1676 to 1680 THE MYSTERY OF E.ASTCLIFFE LODGE 

1.~ war story wi th Soames fi guri ng promine ntly , with 1:7ibl ey i mper
son ating Sir Willi am Bird, a secret service agent. 

1683 THE SHADOW OF T:a:E SACK 

The first of a new series with Harry Wharton in trouble. 

, 

FOR §!\LE: Boys Realm , 1927 (New Series) . Nos . l to 76 inclus
ive. Offers wanted for complete lot. Leonard Paolcmf.>.n, 27 , 
l\rchdale Roo.d, East Dulwioh, London, S.E.16. 

W~NTED to Exchange from good selection or to buy Union Jacks, 
Nos.751 - 767 - 778 - 782 - 7'87 - 791 - 806 - 829 - 858 - 868 
972 - 982 - 984 - 1020 - 1089 - 1071 - 1157 - 1192 - 1210 -
1217 - 1218 - 1224 - 1225 - 1226 - 1227 - 1228 - 1233 - 1237 
1260 - 1265 - 1297 - 1337 - 1494 - 1495 - 1497 - 1521 - 1522. 
Sexton B~~ke Lib!'f.l.ry, First Series, Nos.la nd 41. !hrry 
Homer, Yulden Farm, HeRthfield , Sussex . 
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Pnrt -I 
By Robert Blythe 

A complete record of ell characters connected with 
St. Franke before the enl argement of the school in 

No-;5n :: . ! 

One friendly criticism that hes often been levelled at the St.Franlas 
stories is that there were far too many new boys , most of them with unusuel 
oharaoterietice, end I must confess that since I've been mBking notes for 
this article I am inclined to egree - There werei However, when this 
subject is gone into, is that so very \Ulueuel? The stories were of 6 

Public School, end it would ha.ve been Eln \Ulusual one , hed new boys been tn 
end fa .r ietween. And suppose some did have \Ulusual gifts? Surely thet 
ie the very thing th at made them interesting. If they had none, there 
would gave been no point in introducing · them. At all events, most of them 
stayed witil the end, and at l east St. Fr anke wee saved from being a mere 
transit camp t 

Well, let controversy r age , and let .me get tom:, eubjeott For 
simplicity, yo~ will find mentioned 'in this article those characters who 
ar~ived befor ~ o.s. 537, in other words, during the time that there were 
only two houses, the Ancient and Coll ege Houses. (The lAtter wee changed 
to the Modern House towards the end of the old Series). I felt th at if I 
dealt with ell the boys introduced during the vhole rwi, things would tend 
to get confused, especially after the introduction of the East and West 
Houses, mid the resultant change aro\Uld. If th erefore your favourite 
oharsoter hes been missed it is only because he or she E1rrived a.fter that 
date. (That is No,537), So you must have patience end weit for the next 
.Annual, when the second part of this article will appeertt 

Before St. Franks came into the picture, two characters, whose .names 
epelt adventure, made their appearanc e . I am r efe r ring to Lord Derriemore 
end Umlosi, who were introduced to us es old friends of Nelson Lee in 
No.105, the titl e of which is self explan atory, i. e . "The Ivory Seekors". 
Nelson Lee end Nipper were in West Afric a when they met Lord Dorri emore in 
en hotel. Dorri emore persuades the tvo of t hem to socompany him in e hwit 
for ivory. Every yeer aft er this, when the sunnner holidays oame round , 
you would be sure to find Lord Dorri emore inviting e number of Removites ~ 

to ahare with him some exciting adventure. 

I suppos e that the stor; of how Nelson Lee and Nipper decide to go to 
St. Fr anke is too well known for me t o go i nto , but for the l enefit of 
those who are not f smili er with the story, her e , briefly , is wha.t happened. 

During a visit to .runerio a on th e tr ack of a crimin al, Nelson Lee is 
f orced to join e Chinese secret society. - ~he Fu Chow Tong, to eave hie 
life. One of th e rules of the Tong is th et should he att empt to esc ape 
from them, he would be branded a tr aitor. However, Lee manages to esoape 
end return to England, although not befor e he had narrowly escaped death 
on more than one ocoaeion. In Engl 9nd nei t her he nor Nipper are safe. 
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!uld so our much persecuted pair bury themselv es at St. Fr enks coll ege as 
Mr. Alvington, the Housemaster of th e Ancient House , end Nipper in ~he 
guise of Dick Bennett of the Remove. Nelson Lee and Nipper first came 
to St. Fr ank's and St. Fr ank's wee first int r oduced t o us in o.s. No. 112, 
and in th at story we meet a number of charect ers , nearly ell of V'hom become 
well known and r emain in the narratives until the end. These includ e 
E. o. Handforth and his chums Church and McClure , Tregellis~ Yest end 
Watson, Fullwood, Gulliver .and Bell, Christin e , York and Talmadge and 
Teddy Long, E:tll of the Remove . Morrow i s th e only senior introduced, 
alth ough Fenton the school capt s in is ment i oned, but did not meke an 
eppeerence ~.1until l ater in No . 140. Apart f ro m th ese well known oh1:1vs, 
No, 112 also introduces seven, end No. 113 eight oth er cheracters , but 
apart from Hubbard, Doyl e and Armstr ong in No. 113 , th ey were mainly 
"noises off" find "mllkers up of numbers". 

When Nipp er arriv ed th e Coll ege Hous e was top dog and th e Anci ent 
House wee in a very poor st at e . Fullw ood, at this tim e A complete rPsc al, 
was captein of the 11.hcient House se~tion of the Remove , whilst Bob Chri stine 
was Form ceptein, Of cour3e Nipper soon t akes c hand in events, ond a 
fight ensues with Fullw ood in which the l att er is knocked out, something 
that nobody else seemed capeble of doing, not even the redoubt able Handfortbt 

Not long after this Nipper becomes capt ain of th e Ancient House 
juniors and of the R~move, ond once more e he~lthy riv olry springs up 
between the two houses. 

The fir.st new boy sfter Ni~per was an Amer i can, Justin B. Farman, 
(No.114), FermAn, pussessed of an easy good natur e , at first f al ls into 
bed habite by mixing with Fullw ood and his crowd. During his first weei9' 
et th e sch ool FormEin is kidm ipped under !Izy'Steri ous circumst ance s , but 
since Nelson Lee end Nipper or e pn the spot he is soon r escu ed. Lat er, 
a he eted argument betw een him end Nipper br e~ks out, whilst th e l att er is 
e.tt emptin g to meke th e former see th e err or of his ways. Soon after the 
quarrel , Far man is found uncons cious, lyi ng ~n a r oad suff ering fr om head 
wounds. Nipper is accused and is sent t o Coventry by the Form, even his 
fri ends Tr egellis-West and Wats on des ert him. However, Nel son Lee is 
still on the tr ack end the re Ell a.ttack er and kidn rppe r is capture d . 

Between Ferman ond th e next new-<e9U1t'r!::' we heer of t en oth ers . Of 
th es e only Grayson of the 5th (No. 116), Wel te r St ark e and Kenmor o of th e 
6th (No. 117) pl ayed ony l arg e part i n th e sto r ie s as D whole . St erk e , 
perh Bps, is not so well known as th e othe r two , but he wtis quit e es 
th orough-g oing a rascal as any. He was i m,t.r ..:unenta l in gettin g Ni'pper 
expelled, in a la.ter st ory, only to be expelled himself as A r esult. 
This was in No . 211. 

Cecil De Val eri e (o.s. No .132) came t o th e sch ool next, and he w~s 
a far diff erent chep to the one we know l at er. In f ac t, he cr eated 
something of a eens etion. ilpart fr om t he fee t th at he was s rotter 
(how I dislik e tha.t word, but I 1m stu .mpped for an alt ern ativ e t) of th e 
first water, he p~ssees .ed en ungover nabl e tempeir. 

Befor e he actu ally arrived at th e school he hr d made s very f Avour able 
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' !mpresai on, by r es cuing A men fr om dr owning . It WAS not long, however , 
~ef or e Nipper disc overs that th e r escu e was a put-up Job, in ord er t o get 
the man he had saved into th e sch ool. • This person Was in fact t'ln agent 
of the Crimson Circl e , a crimin al org anis ati on l ed by Pr of. Zingr Ave of the 
Green Tri angl e f ame , and of course, this meent that De Val eri e was ~lso 
acting upon instructions fr om th e Crimson Circl e . The obj ect of th e 
agent in getting int o th e sch ool was to fix a gadget f or the sole purpose 
0f killing a Japanese boy who wos due to arriv e frt th e school almost · 
immediat ely. 

Sessu e Yakama , th e J apAnes e boy, duly arrived (No.133) • . He is 
described as a lik eable youngst er with a r eady smil e , who speaks meticul ous 
Englis h , ond he was extr oordinarily cl ever et Ju-Jitsu. Owing t o th e un
ooveri ng of th e plot his lif e was sav ed, ot n~r -ett empts were made but 
f ail ed. De Val ori e r eceiv es 8 flogging f or his part in :bhe pl ot , but 
heving boen only e t ool in th e Circl e 's agents, the matter was a llowed to 
end th er e . Later, he gr edua.lly comes to r .J8lis e what e f ool he hAd been, 
end deci des t o turn over a new l eaf, with the r esult t~at he ev~ntually 
became one of th e l eadin g li ghts of th e form. Yakema never pl ayed a large 
pert in th e st ori es after ~his, t'lnd was rar ely, if ever, mentioned. , 

In No .137 Tom Burt on, otherwis e lmown es th e "Bosun", arrive9-. Tom, 
a 1ig clwnsy l ad, son of a r etired sea capt ain, arrives at a most opportune 
moment, durin g a fl ood, and it is not long bef or e his experience with the 
seB -end beets enabl e him to be th e meons of r escuing sev ~irel Removi tea, 
whose boat has been st aved in. He els o saves Nels on Lee from drowning 
owing t o his prowess es e swimmer. IIis nautic el spe ech s Jon meke him the 
butt ~f such fellows es Fullw ood end Co ., but th e Bostin. soon puts F-ullwood 
in his pl ace - on liis back, thus incurring Fullw ood'a onmity. 

I 

Bef or e th e next Removit e arrives to gr ece th e sc ene , we have nine more 
intr oducti ons , some t o bec ome well known, oth ers t o be just "names. E~gar 
Fenton, th e school crp t ain, es I mention ed eerlh ,r mBkes an appe a.r ance in 
No.140, but one is not made ewar e of hie immense popul erity or of his 
prowess ns f ootb all ond crick et captain, neith er is th e firmness of his 
character made apper ent. All this come l at er. He h~d all the qualities 
th at go t o make a successful sch ool capt ain, l eadership, a cool nead in 
emerg enci 0s, s tr ength of ohar ecter and ebove Pll en ability t o s ee the 
other f ell ow's point of view. He was mentioned fr equently and in one 
series, ot l ea st, pl ayed o l eading part. This was a s eries et th e end of 
t he 1st New Series. 

No. 143 marks th e intr oduction of thos e riv als of St.Fr ankst in 
pr actic al j okes as well as sports, th e boys of th e Riv er House Sohcol. 
They app~er ed in th e st ori es fr equently until th e end. On one occ asi on 
th ey had a st ory all to thems elv es. This was in an early Schoolboys' Own. 

Cuthbert Chambers and his fri ends, Phi l li ps and Bry ant of th e 5th 
(Bry ant, ·s a matt er of f act, was mention ed sli ghtly ee rli er, in No .138) 
make th eir appearance in No.148. Chambers, elthough poss essing an outsize 
in swollen heads and bei ng en insuff 0r able churnp, ·wos f airly decent on the 
whole, and hi s generosity was e by- word. ils f r as I oen r emember he only 
once t ook e l eading rol e in th e st ori es and th ot wBs when, owing t o hie 
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backvvardn ees in th e f orm, he was rel egated t o th e Remove 9 wher e by a 
fre ak of chance he i s el ect ed Form capt ain. Even th en th e outh uriti es 
feel th at he is not maki ng sufficient effort, and in an attempt t buck 
his i deas up , he is put into the 3rd amongst the f ags. Thi s fin al 
humili~tion does th e trick and eventually he gets back int o the 5th. 

Dell as of the 5th, mentioned in No.149 , Wfl S and r emciined only B neme. 
owen Minor and Cristoph er (Juicy) Lemon of th e 3r d appear in No 's 152 and 
154. nt th at time Owen Minor was captain of the 3rd and ruled th e r oost 
until Willy Handforth came along. After th at he was mention ed only 
infrequ ently. 

The next new boy, His GrHce the Duke of Somert on, came in No .166, And 
surely he must have been th e most untidy duke in fiction. He was never 
happy unless he was walking ar ound wearin g baggy trous ers and crumpl ed 
coll ars, gener ally ink-spl~shed, end l ooking more lik e a tr amp th an ~ 
member of th e nobility, Somerton hed l eft his pr evi ous sch ool beceuse 
ho had b een sick t o death of the snobbishness f ound th er e, end his un
assuming nature p.eteste d th e st at e of being continu alJ.y f awned upon. 'that 
was ~is l ot, simply because he was th e Duke of Somert on. On orriv el ~t 
St. Fr anks he t ook the name of Br 0wne in th e hope t hat he v,ioul d be abl e to 
live as an ordin ary Removit e . His sch eme f ell thr ough, ow:i.ng t o Fullw ood 
getting t u know th at a f ell oN coll ed Brown hod been ex~ell ed fr om Somert on's 
old school, and ge tti ng th e names mixed, tri ed t o turn th e Removit es egeinst 
him. Bef or e th e ·~ruth came out most of th e decent f ell ows stu ck t o 
Somert on, not caring about his supposed past. When th e trut h wes known, 
Somert on was abl e t o r esum8 his COITGOt id entity with out f ear of sn obbery. 

I suppos e t ha.t one of th e most popul Ar char act ers of t he "Nelso n Le,e" 
was Reggi e Pitt. As capt ein of th e West Hous e nnd one of t he l eading · 
li ghts in all sch ool activiti es, he wes one of th e best f ellow s br eathing . 
This was not e.lways so, however, He me.de his debut in a st ory cell ed 
"The Coming of th e Ser pent" in No .170, The Ser pent was th e name Pitt 
eern ed f or himse i f within e very short tim e . He soon f ound hims elf up 
against Nipper vnd Co , His first move egE'inst t hem was to i3ngln eer by 
getting him thr own out of th e ce.ptoinoy. As a r esul t , Hrn dfo rth is made 
Fc,rm Coptain. Ari sin g out of this situation, Pitt is cl::.elle nged t o a 
fi ght by Tre gell i s~Nest , in which Pitt is benten t o th e wid e . Pitt t here 
and then decides t o get Tr egelli s -'ivest expelled, This he does by trick
ing him int o visiting A ni ght club where he is f ound, app1:1,r 1ntly gambl ing, 
\y the H0admast er , with the result tha:t he is secked, Thi s couse s such 
a sens ation in th e f orm t hat,led by Handforth, th ey deo' det o go on strik e 
until Tr egellis- West is reinst ated. Hendf orth's met hods axe so nearly 
successful th at Pitt decides th at Handforth, t oo, must go . He men 1gcs 
this ·by inf ormin g th e Hee,d th a~ Handfort h is pr epa.rin g to burn down t he 
Gym. Hendf orth is inv eigl ed into going to th e gymna.sium where he f in <ls 
petr ol ell over th e pl ace c.nd w .:,od shavings everywher e . lind t hi s i s how 
he is found by th e Headmas te r, A f ~ke l etter telli ng Dr . Sta ff ord what 
he is about to do , fin nl ly s ettl es th e matt er and H8ndf or th j oi ns Tr egellis 
West in exil e , Meanwhi l e things are not goi ng too well f or Pi t t. Nels on 
Lee disc overs th at Pitt is being used by a bunch of cr ooks t o intr oduc e 
new members to th eir ni ght club , which is nothin g mor e or l ess tha n a. 
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gambling don. Th~y also rune nsa t littl e counterfeit money rack et as a 
side-lin e . Not content with his success in getting Hondforth and 
Tregellis- West expelled, he 1lurns his spite on th e Duke of Somerton and 
TOillll\Y Wets on. He played th e same trick on them es he had with Tregellie
Weet. In other words, he tries to get th em caught red-handed at gAmbling. 
And thi s is where he comes unstuck, and is fin ally made a realise how 
despicabl e ho ha.d been. Somerton's and Watson's visit to this ni ght club 
coincid e with a raid by Nelson Lee and the police. In order to escape, .· J 
the or 0oks set fir e to the house. Somerton is prevented from entering 
the buil din g at th e l ast moment by Nipper who knows what is about to happen, 
but f or various reasons Wats on is lock ed in an upper room when Pitt, who 
woe we,tching, realises what is hoppening and that Watson is liable to be 
burnt alive owing to hie trick ery. He has a change of heart and without 
giving himself tim e t o think, charges into th e ,urning building in an 
effort to save Watson's life. He succe eds in this, but he in turn is 
overcome by the smoke and it is l eft t o Nelson Lee to rescue him. By the 
tim e Pitt is fit enough to r eturn to th e school he hes decided that the 
game is not worth th e candle and resolves to go strai ght in the :future. 

This wa.s f ar from easy f or him, and were it not for J e.ok Grey, who 
came to thb school in No ,178, he might have 0 one to th e •a.d complet ely, 
Jack Grey came from Bernondsey, where he ha.d been living most of his life 
with an aunt And uncl e . His mime, as he t hought then, was Jack Mason. 
Bepouse 0f his council school education he hed e pretty rough tim e at the 
honds ~,f the snobbish section of the Remove , but eventually managed to 
liv e it down. Almost fr om th e first, when Grey ~s put into Pitt's study, 
they fa.11 foul of each other, mainly owing t o Pitt's r esentment of Grey's 
disgust with his ci garette smoking and his escapades After lights-out. 
Now Grey' s uncle, a nasty pi ece of work called Simon Grell, has dis
cover ed th at a l ock~t, which Groy has had sinc e he was a child, cont ~ins 
the secret of hi dden treasurt, but could not get him to part with it, as 
J ack thought it belonged to his mother and f ath er. Grell uses Pitt to 
obt ain this locket, but Pitt having stol en it, finds his spit e against 
Grey disappea r and his consci ence strikes him. To ease his conscionoe, 
th eref or 01 he r egains the lock et before Grell had a chance to make use of 
it. To cut a long story sh ort, Grell is foil ed in the · end bj; Nelso n Lee, 
and it is revealed th Rt Jack Mason is really the son of Sir Crawford Grey. 
Pitt hed dono more than his sh ar e to bring about this happy ending and by 
this time his charact er had completely changed for th e b etter. 

Those t erribl e twin s , Nicodemus end Corn elius Trotw ood , came along 
in No .187. Nicodemus, ,d th hi s r ema.rkabl e memory and ventril oqu1sm, 
played a larger part th an th e deaf Corn elius, but neither were very 
prominent. 

With one exception no fresh faces were seen at t he old school for 
nsarly a yoor. However, t he r e were plenty of other characters intro
duced into th e stories. Th&se include d Reyn olds , Jesson, and Carlisle 
of th e 6th, Shaw of th e 5th, and Ellmore, Simmonds, Hol~oyd , Munroe, and 
Augustus Hart of the Remove . The }3 st named presents r ath er a mystery, 
becaus e he came to the school, not in fl "Nelson Lee" story, but in th e 
"Boys' Realm", somewhere about Ne:. 11 or 12 in 1919. · In th e "Nels on Lee" 
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follo ·,dng this dflt e, he wee mentioned 8 8 th ough he wer e en old st Pger, For 
some y eBrs afte~ this he wes oention ed fr equently Blt hough nGver BB B 
l eflding light, 

The one exception I ment~oned only stay ed Bt th e soh ool a f ew dDys, 
but during th flt time oeused more trouble th en all th e r otters put t ogeth er, 
I flm r ef erring to Titus Al exis who came in No ,221 and-wee expell ed in 
No ,222t Alexis wee, as you may have ga th ered, a Greekt His countrym en 
may heve had a word for him, but th e Removit es wer e at El l oss1 For Ale xis 
had a hatred for the British and of Pll things oonnect od ,ivi th Bri tein, You 
may well ask why send him to school in Engl end th e~? Well, th er e was e 
r eason, but I'm bl essed if I can think of one off handt However, th e feet 
remaine · that after heaving bricks et all end sundry, and showing oth er en
dearing mannerisms, such es trying to ventil ate Somerton with A t flbl e knife, 
he was not exactly popul ar1 Durin g his bri ef st ay it s &emed th at every
body was forming a queue for th e express purpos e of edministering punish
ment, oorporel or oth erwiset 

That gr ea t (in more ways th an one ) lrenc hermfln And expert in thi ngs 
gE1stronimio , Fetti e Littl e , arriv ed in No,228, ju st in ti me to j oin th e 
juniors in th ~ir tarring-out ege inst Mr. Mertin, Unlik e his f flmous con
t emporary Billy Bunt er, he wee et onc e e gree t f vvourit e nmongst th e f ellows 
altho ugh hie Bppetit e was somethin g they coul d never fully underst end, A 
good cook end e decent fellow in every Wf1Y, he soon t ook a promin ent pArt 
in th e form's Bctiviti es, Lot er he gf1in ed r enown EIS th e goalk eeper f or 
the Wt:st House XI. 

· . • ~ few weeks ll:1t er in No .236 th at t f'me lun t1tic Timothy Tucker , t ogeth er 
with his "ieme" end "ologi es", swells th e number of th e Removites. He 
doesn't, however, bl ossom forth until l Bter stori es. He pl ayed e l eading 
part in th e revolt against Dr, St effor d when he saw a chanc e of putting one 
of his pet th eori e~ into oper ati on, th at of a sch ool run on conunitt ee lin es, 

Th0 Hon. Dougl as Singl eton cr eated a sens f'tion within t he fir s t f ew 
hours of his arriv a.l in No.240, The sens ation wr s ceused by hi s a1soluta 
r eoklessn eea in money mett ers. So much so th at he was nickn amed "The 
Spendthrift", He com6 t o th e sch ool with £200,000 in his own ri ght, so 
perh aps it was not surprisin g th at he was eomewhet gener ous. It was not 
long bef or e he attrflct ed th e att entions of e coupl e of sh Bdy cher ect ers 
who.helpe d him to dispos e of more th an a few pounds in questionabl e pursuits, 
but th es e amounts we~e mer e chick en f eed compar ed with th e col oss al amounts 
handed over by the gul lible Sin gl eton to a mast er cunfi denc e man cal l ed 
Phillip Gore , Thr ough various sch emes this cheery gentl emen, with th e 
help of th e other two, r eli eved t}ie Hon, Dougl as of pr ectic ally every penny 
he possessed. It is not until th en th at Singl et on r ealises th at he was 
one of tha .t vast ],egion which th e gr eat BEirnum describ ed so el egantly es 
"suckers" l Once this r ealise.tion is forc ed home to hi m he aoes his best 
t o ge t his own 1aok. He does th{s most admir f'bly by tricki ng th e thr ee 
of th em into a vault in th e monastry ruins wher e th ey er e cventu ell y coll oo
t ed by th e police, In th e end, Singl eton doesn't fe r e so bE1dly flft er all, 
es ho finds th at his fortun e , inst ead of b,ein g l ost f or good , is still in 
th e \ank in his own nf1me . He owes this r emark cbl e f oot t o Nels on Lee , who 
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bed b1;,en acting in his inter ests all e.long, in the chAract er of - surpriset -
Phillip Gore11 The whole object of the imp0rsonation being to teEICh 
Singl eton a much needed lesson, which, needless to say, he ~akes to heart • 

.!nether eight months elapse before the next new 1oy appears. This is 
Dick Goodwin in No.274. Dick was an inventor of no mean ability, for the 
new cotton loom he had invented, for :use in his father's firm, was suffi
ci ently in advance of existing types to attrAot the nefarious designs of a· 
rival concern. Unfortun at ely for them, they didn't know Nelson Lee resided 
at the school, and thereby henge a tale. All that needs to be said h~re 

' is that they shared the same fate as most of NLlson Lee's other opponents. , 
Treading hot on his heels, or at an;y rete in th e next series, in 

No.285, comes Solomon Levi. Lik e mony of his race, Levi is a keen 1usinese 
man, and owing to the loc al cinema being put out of bounds and ther e 1eing 
no oth er, he deoidee to bl.\Y through his fath er an old property called 
Bennington Grange, with the object of building a oineme. The. owner· of the 
vetoed cinema, realising that it is the end of the road for him, does all 
in his power t o prevent th e new cinema 1eing built, ,y organising strikes ' 
and all sorts of crookedness. Needless t o say, the cinema is a huge 
success, and th e only person not t o benefit is Mr. Webb, the erstwhile 
cinema owner. ' 

About half a dozen minor char acters are introduced before the .. n~xt 
newpomer, but none played a large part and ar e hArdly worth mentioning • . 
Hussi Rangit Lal Kahn arrived unobtrusively in No.328 and r e~sin ed. so for 
some consider able tim e , ~l though more was hoerd of him during th e Dzy"sterious 
occu,rrences concernin g his brother GoolAh Kahn later on. 

John Martin, who c~me next in No.349, was unusu al , in nsmuch as opart 
fr om having lost his memory when we first meet him, the author hims elf 
suffered from loss of memory conc erning him, es Bfter this story until in 
th e column "Between Ourselves" some years l ster, Mr. Brooks conf'esses thet 
he hod forgotten r ll about himt Anyway, John Martin is 1efriended by the 
Heac'.ma.ster , and is given a place in the school mainly because he manages to 
save th e Head's life, It is eventually established that he was th e only 
son of th e l ate J ohn Willard, of Willards IslAnd fame. 

Tw oth~r cheps errive duri ng this seri es. One c;,f these ( apart 'from 
H~ndforth) was destined to be th e most popular character of th e whole lot, 
and that was th e one and only 1\rchi\ald Winston Derek Glenthorn e . The . 
other was his cumplete opposit e . I suppos e that Enoch Snipe (who came at 
th e same tim e a.a John Willard) must have been th e most obnox~ous sch oolboy 
in fiction, He woul d heve mede a worthy son of UriAh Heep. With his 
cringing,. slim;y ways, he wes soon utt er ly det ested by everybody, includin g 
Fullw ood & Co. who were not usually so particulE!J:. It was not for nothing 
that ·he was pr omptly nicknamed "The Worm"'· He wa.s never fee .tured much 
after this series, but th er e is at least one story in which he gets th e 
limeli ght. That is in No.8, 1st New Series, wher e Handforth is bl Bmeq 
for something done by Snipe end gets the seek. (Incid entelly, this st ory 
was r clprinted in No.19 of the 3rd New Seri es). '' 

.Archie Glenthorne ceme in No.352 and he proved ' t o be one of the 
cheeriest end most humorous characters one could wish to meet. Ar~hie was 
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one of the few intr oduced •ef Jre ezzy-thought of St. Franke entered hie 
head . He first made acquaintance of the Removitee owing to the letter 
wishing to obtain en option on Willards lijland, the property being on 
Colonel Glenthorne's eet~te. Glenthorne takes en interest in th e matter 
end gets to like the Removitee so well that he decides to persuad e hie 
father to send him to St. Franke. Arrivin g th ere, he joins in the hunt 
for treasure buried on Willards Island, on behalf of John Willard, whose 
father, it was known, had placed it there. Of cours e there is a gang of 
cr uoks (there usu a.lly was with 'buri ed treasure ebout) end Enoch Snipe is 
their helper, 

11 few weeks later in No,360 we meet, for th e first time, a Chinese 
boy, Yung Ching, end before very long he is kidn apped bye gent named 
Fu Chow, who had some diff er ences of opinion with Yung Ching's fath er, old 
Ching ( I forget what his real name wee 1 ) Poor old Ching - sorry t Yung 
Ching is finally carted off on a slow boat to China wher e murky happenings 
ere in store for him. This gives tho Removi tee the opportunity for a. 
grand holiday in the South Seas 9 epart from discovering e lost country in 
Antartic e called New .Anglie , wh,,re there was an Engli sh coloey livin g the 
lif e of their enceetors of Plantag enet days. 

That boat I mentioned must hDve been a slow one , becsuse Lord Dorri e
more's r escue party caught up with it in Egyptt Ching is rescu ed , of 
cours e, end the villeins ere foiled, 

After the holiday p8rty returns, one of th e first things th at happbnen 
wee that Handforth 1s peace of mind is sadly disturbed. In other words, 
hie young brother Willy joins the Third (No.386). Imagine Willy Handforth, 
th e ter:for of th e Third, dressed in a blue sailor suit, complete with l aoe 
trimmings 1 That is how he presents himself, much to the conet ernat:l. on of 
Edward Oeweld. The Third, of cours e , proce ed to put Willy thr ough th e 
mill, but . unfortuna.tely for them, it is they who get the worst of it. Fr om 
that moment th e Thir d l os e th eir peace of mine ; for Willy proc eeds to 
rule th r oost with en iron fist. In f eet , Willy becomes a dict at or. 
OWen Minor is ousted from his job as Form cAptein, And Willy t Akes over. 
Howev~r, in spit e of ell this, he does mor~ for his f orm than Acy pr evi ous 
captain. ,Eventually, realisin g th et th ey hove fl l ee.der worthy of th o nome, 
t hey back him up in everythine, bec oming unit ed for the first tim e, 

Larry Scott, a boy who found it impossibl e t o t ell a li e ( a most 
awkward type to have about th e place) ceme in No,393, but made only 
infrequent appea rances. 

Alf Brent, who arrived in No.408, was A boy with a conviction th 8t 
most Public Schoolb oys wer e snobs. Alt hough hie fEither woe Sir J ohn Brent , 
the Chairman of th e Boar d of Governors, he decided to come t o th e sch ool 
in th e guise of an ordinary working-class lad, whose fath er was o brick
l~y er. For this purp ose he adopts the name of Alf Huggins. In ett empting 
to prove his point he let himself in f ore pil e of tr oubl e . Full wood and 
hi s set immediately do their best t o ge t him thrown out by making most of 
the Removites antagonistic towards him. When his supposed father comes 
t o visit him, th e resent ment of the majority re ached fever pitch end r. 
disgraceful scene ensues, in which the unfortunat e \rioklayer is lit er al ly 
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thrown out of the school. The better element, l ed by Nipper and Handforth, 
ar e disgusted with their fellow Removites; and try to stop the persecution, 
but to no avail. It is Archie Glenthorne, aristoorat though he wa.s, who 
befriends BrtJnt and helps him.. to etand up to the bitter feeling o.roused, 
Fullw ood, by feking evid ence eventu~lly gets him exl)elled, but •af ore h,e 
goes, the tabl es are turned with a vengeance. The North Tower was struck 
by li ghtning, and Fullw ood ~as trapped by falling masonry, with the building 
about to. collapse. Brent, without thought for himself, goes to 't;he rescue, 
Fullwood is saved, but Brent is knocked unconscious by colla .psing brickwork, 
He suffers concussion and his life is in danger, although later it is saved 
by an emergency operation . The Remove, now th oroughly ashamed of its el f, 
try to make amends and Fullw ood confesses, thus enahl!ng Brent to be re
instated, · F'inally, 1y the tim e Sir John Brent announces that the boy they 
had thought to be a bricklayer's son is his o'll'Il, they have come to accept 
him as one of themselves. 

That lanky oddity, Clar ence Felloweij,is met by the Remo~ites whilst 
they are on a caz:ev1:1n holiday (No ,416). Fellowe s was a poet a,nd was 
peculiar inasmuch as hie speech is one long stre i~m of poetry, . of sort~. lie 
cannot make the most prosaic state ment with out turnin g: it in.to a r~e. As 
he is b6und for St.Fr anks the next term, he j oin ed th e caravanners and 
shared th eir i:idventures • ·• 

One of th e most forceful anr1 energetic typ es ever to ·t ake the school 
by ~torm was Busterfield Boots, who to geth er with his five · henchmen, Horace 
Crowe, George Webb. Albert Cr ookes , Welter Denny, end Percy--Bray, ·came from 
K,mdis Colluge to St.Frenks in No.432, At the tim e of their arrival all 
th e leading li ehte of th e Remove are on holiday inlunerio a~ By the time 
they get bnck to th e school they find Boots & Co, in possession of the , 
Coll ege House. To their consternation they find th at Boots is too tough ' 
a nut for th em to crack. Nipper & Co, decide to pay him back in his ·0wn 
coin end form a secr et society in which Buster is subjected to a1 reign of 
terror , all t o himself. The li eht of reason br ought homo to him at lest 
the folly of his mad lust for power. He was sobered, and f elt ashamed of ' 
himself. His old supporters now turned against him. They re garde d him · 
ns a bully and a cowerd. In the l aet st ory of the aeries he proves to · 
everyon e that he is nei ther, and the Buster we came to know later, emerges. 
Incidentally, bef or e I go on to the next cher eoter, I might add that Irene 
Manners & Co. of the Moor View School , meke th eir apperano e in this series , , 
in No.436. · 

We have hod an Americen, J apanes e , Indi en and Chinese already, belonging 
t o the school, and now, just to show its cosmopolit an char e.cter, alo ng comae 
Ulysses Spencer Adams of "Lil' ol I Noo York ". As 'might be expecte d he is 
the son of a million airat Although inclined t o extol :uneric a to th e 
det riment of every other nation, he is decent enough in th e mein, ~nd soon 
settles down. He was not featured promin ently in later stori es, but ~hore 
is one series, in th e 2nd New Series~ in which h~ is made Form Captain, but 
th at was a lon g way off. 

Another chap with characteristics definitely off ·the beeten tr ack was 
Hubert Jerrow; who arrived shortly after Adams in No.448~ Jarrow became 
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known es the humEln gremophone. He WEJB e terror to get into oonverse .tion 
with, for no-on e knew where they would end up •• When ...Handforth, in his 
ouetoma.ry brusqu~ way, demanded to know·his name, he answered him by· 
saying, Ja~w. Without a aecond's pause he went on to take about Ja .rrow 
the town, from this to shipbuilding yards, measurements, feet, boots, 
Boots the Chemist, cameras, weather, fog, soup, tomatoes end fruit until 
he is stopped by Handforth (who is about to Durst a blood vessel). One 
is inclined to sympathise with Handforth, for ~lthough amusing t o rea.d, 
I should imagine that Jarrow would have grown up to be the most creshing 
'iore that ever was. It wee emazing to the fellows how ho would link up 
everything in th e most natural . way. They never knew, if th ey asked him 
the time, but that he would end up talking about knives and forks or some 
such .. t otally unoonneoted subj ect. · 

Horace Stev ens, la.tar to become 'ietter known as William Napoleon 
Browne's fr~ end, is mentioned for the first tim e in No ,462. 

A circus provides us with the next two naw boys, Johnny end Bertie 
Onions. Their story begins in No,463 when they ~re members of th e River 
House school : . They do not tr ansfer to St.Frmks until No,470. The 
St.Franks j'tlniors help th em to run the circus which had been ieft on 
their hands by th eir f ath er. There are many el arwns and excursions 
owin& t o their manager, a beauty with the wonderful name of Simon Sneyle, 
trying to wreck th e show. The circus is eventu ally put on its f eet and 
Sneyl e peys th e penalty by dyin g of heart fAilur e, which I thought we~ e 
bit herd on himt 

With No,485 a slight chsng e in the school t Akes plEtce. The College 
H0use is ren amed th e Modern House, 1:1nd th e Remove, which has grown t oo_, 
bi ~ f'Cl' Mt. Crowell to handle, is split in two. The Ancient House se ction, 
under Mr, Crowell wss known as the Ancient House Fourth, and th e Modern 
House .juniors under a new master, th e weedy and unpopular Mr.Horace Pyecr sf, 
er e o'alled · the Modern House Fo~th. Later this title is changed again 
to th e Rt3move and Fourth, 'th e Ancient House boardin g the Remove and the 
Modern, the Fourth. 

Ii nasty piece of work called Cl1:1ude Cart er made a short so journ in 
th e Remove, commencing with No,486. One of th e seniors dies of heert 
f ailure during a champagne and gambling party. The ensuing scemdal nearly 
results in St.Franks havin g to close down,. Neverthel es s, owing to Reggi e 
Pitt, who was Form captain at th e time, and other Removites, th e sitm,tion 
is saved, Cl aude Carter , however, does his best to drag th e name of 
st ,Franks in the mud end it ie ~mijnly ·,due t o him that the Remove' s' ef f orts 
are nearl y br ought to nought. He is det ected in thi s and is expHlled in 
No,492, 

Ri1:,;ht a.t the top, among the names of th o most popular oha.ra .ct ers that 
appeared in the "Nelson Lee\' will be found th e name of William Napoleon 
Browne (Napol eon bei ng his own addition). Browne was th e posse ssor of 
the most astonishing nerve of an;yone in th e school, and a prectio a1 j okGr 
of the first order. His first app;iarenoe 1:1t th e school was enough t o 
prove this. In the story No,513 he was en route t9 St.FrBJlks to meet 
Stevena, prior to coming t o the school ee a scholar th e followi ~ ~ t erm. 
On his way he meets a Ruritanian so~t of Prince, who is also going t o 
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St .Fr anke to pey an informal vi sit. Browne ~ersuades him th at th e sch ool 
is composed of hooligans. The Prince, being a weedy sort as well as a 
firet-rate enob 9 takes fright and canc eHir his appointm ent by t el egram. 
Browne, also by telegram, retracts th e first. When he arrives at St. 
Franke he is mistaken for th e Prince. He is shown roun d th e sch ool by 
th e Headmaster during wi.ich tour he was t aken ,t o the Third and Fourth' class
ruome, where the boys e.r e at l es sons. His first action is to giv e th em the 
morning offt He dines with th e Head and gener all y makes hims elf Bt home. 
I,y the time evening oomes he ha s invite d hims elf to stay th e night ·, and is 
ti,ll set to carry th e joke still further , when Handf ort h, wh:o has disc overed 
a photograph of th e r ea l princ e., exposes him, thinking he is a cr ook. 
Hand!orth, of ·cours e, fanci es hims elf as a detecti ve, but he i s a little 
crestfallen when Browne calmly announces that the Head is aware of his 
id entity and hos help ed him t o f ool th e sch oolt The Headmast er of course 
ie sp eechl ess, but soon the humour ·of the situation app eals to him and 
Browne is forgiven, but only a Browne could have t alked his way out of it. 

ab out this tim e the St. Franks Gall ery was in full sw;ing and we ~ere 
intro duced to a. number of boys who had not been mentioned in th e st orie~ 
prior to this date . Most of t hem I f ancy wer e intr oduce d tq swell th e 
numbers of th e Third, Fift h , and Sixth, as only a f ew of th e fellows of 
th ese fo rms wer e br ought into th e st ories, al though nearly all ·of them 
were mentioned in subs equent yarns. 

~ Whil s t th e Gall ery was in progress, one ,th Former was me:mt1oned in 
th e st ories - Guy Sinclair in No.5 16 . Sincl air wAs of Fullw ood's •r eed , 
but with one particul ar diff er ence, he was an exc ell ent . crick et er. . It 
was, Sincl air 1 s shady habits th at decide Fent on to cut him out Qf th e 
First XI . Most of the seniors, not knowing Fenton 1s re asons , sup~ort 
Sincl air, some supp ort Fent on. By judiciously f annin g th e fl Pme of dis
content, Sinclair, with th e ai d of Grayson Qnd Shaw of th e 5th, F;ullwood 
and Co. of th e Fourth, and Full ert on cf th e 3r d , mnnages t o bring B\ out a 
compl ete split in the sohool, and a. bitt er f eud r esults. Someti ~e aft er
wards, in anoth er story ; when th e f eud is f or gott en, he blackm ails 

. . 
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Mr. Beverley St ukes int o making him capt ain of th e West Hous e wher e he 
institut es a reign of despotism. ~ barring- out ensues, and when Sinclair's 
blackmailing is exposed, it r esults in him bein g expelled. This was in 
No,56 0. 

Only one more newcomer r emnine t o be menti oned . He was not a 
pr ominent charact er in hims 8lf, but by his fri endship and demeanour 
manages to accomplish s omethin g that had never been managed bef or e . I a~ 
r ef erring to Fullw ood I s ref ormation. The mira c;l.e workor? - Cliv e Rus'sell. 
It happens during e cruise t o th e South Seas when Lo1'd Dorriemore \ efri ends 
Cliv e ' s f at her. Russell Senior knows wher e an immens e peo.rl fishing 
ground is to be foun d . He had shared expenses with a man he ha d tho ught 
wa.s a fri end , only to be trick ed and l eft str anded in San }}'ranciec o . . 
Lord Dorri emore hears th e st ory, and t aking th e usu al cr owd ,;fvith him set 
out for th e South Seas, taking Mr. Russ ell ru;i.d Cliv e as st eward and ~a\in 
boy. .trn unwanted guest is Fullwood, who has wangl ed an invi tat:!on from 
Dorriemore . It is owing to Cliv e saving Fullw ;)od' s li fe fr um a. sh6rk 
that th e latter gradually chan~es for th e bett e~. They became fri ends 
and when Russell 's fath er deci des to send him t o St.Fr anks, Fullw 0od 

(73) 



menages to cut l oose from his old associates and shares e study with 
Clive. 

When th e now term commences some· radical changes heve been made,. 
The sch ool'ha.d been rebuilt ond inst ead of two Rouses there were now f our -
the lulcient, Modern, West, end 'Eeet Houses. . Thie meant a OO!Ill)let e. re
shuffling of the juniors 'Elnd consi der ebl o chElng~s in the personnel of the 
various 1;\aue••• Up bo thie pc,ini "no lee• than 152 scholars had been 
mentioned, consisting of 29 Third Formers, 82 Removites, 22 Fifth Formers 
end 19 Sixth Formers. Other characters, not mentioned in this article 
amount to 109. This does not :include members of the Moor View or River 
Houee Schools. 

It is here that ~a .must leave the school ann its members, but I hope 
next year to complete ,the etory 9f how they arrived. 

--oOo---

CHARACTERS OF 'l'IDJ ID;I.SON LEE LIBRAUY ( OLD SERIES) 

IN ORDER OF THEIR ,\EPEllRll.NCE 

Third Formers 0~: House Remove <l ,· House 

George Full erton 
(Chubby) Joseph Heath 
Jack Owen (Mi:r).or) 
Christoph~r (Juicv~ 

. r -Lemon 
Dicky Jones 
Ronald Parry (1tinor) 
Stanley Kerrigan 

. Leon{.'lrd Si~ 
Willy HEmdf orth 
Fred Mae,on 

Percy :Ryder 
Wally Sullivan 
Eric Gates 
Edgar Button 

122 
132 
152 

154 
166 
188 
·263 
301 
386 
510 

II 

511 
II 

II 

Cyril Harper 
Alfre d Conroy 
Bob'hy Dexter 
Arthur Deakin 

512 
( 1tinimus ) 11 

513 

Thomas Hob'he 
Roderick Foote 
Victo:r Hopkins 
Thomas Tripp 
J ames Hook 
Charlie Thompson 
J e,ck Blythe 
Billy Da.le 
Harry De:wson 
Jimnzy-Hope 

II 

514 
" 
ti 

515 
II 

II 

516 
II 

II 

II 

11.ncient Nipper as Bosil Bennett 
11 11 11 himself 
11 Robert Christie 

• 11 Roddy Yorke 
11 Charlie Talmadge 

College Lon Clapson 
Ancient Harry Oldf iel d 

B11ly NDtion 

112 
166 
112 

" 
II 

ti 

II 

" 
An
Col~egte Sir Launcelot Tregellis-

cien West t1 

Seff·cte .r Tomnzy' Wats on 
11 Ralph Leslie Fullwood 
11 Albert Gulliv er 
11 George Bell 
11 Davi d Merrell 
11 Frederick Marriott 
11 Matth ew Noye 
II 

II 

II 

" 
II 

II 

' " 
" 
" 
II 

II 

" 

WEil ter · Church 
Teddy Long 
Edward Oswald Handforth 
.Arnold McClure 
Owen Msjor 
Robert Canham 
.Arthur Hubbard 

Short (6) 
Timothy Griffiths 
Harold Doyl e 
Timothy ~\rmstrong 

Lincoln 
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II 

II 

" 
" 
!I 

" 
1!14 
" 
" 
II 

II 

II 

" 

• 
Ancient 

II 

Coll ege 
II 

II 

II 

" 
" 

II 

II 

" 
" 
II 

II 

" 
II 

" 
" 
II 

" 
II 

II 

" 
II 

II 

II 
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Remov~ (contd.) 

Walter Skelton 
Justin B. Farman 
Clement Tumer 
Jc,seph Page 
Donald Harton 
Arthur St eel ~ (6) 
Williem Freeman 
Cecil De Valerie 

Keep 
Sessue Yekema 
Tom Burton 
Cyril Conroy ~Minor) 
Eric Dallas 
Duke of Somerton 
Reginald Pitt 
Julien Clifton 
J ack Grey 
Nicodemus Trotwood 
Cornelius Trotwood 
Eugene Ellmore 
Robert Simmonds 

Young ( 6) 
Titus Alexis 
John Holroyd 
Edwin Monroe 
Pe;ter Cobb 
Augustus Hart 
James (Fatty) Little 
Timothy Tucker 
Hon.Douglas Singleton 
Dick Goodwin 
Sol omon Levi 
Hubert Churchman 

Holland 
Gal e (6) 

Hussi Rangit Lal Kahn 
J ohn Willerd es 

J. Martin 
Enoch Snip e 
Archie Glenthorn e 
Yung Chi11,g 
Larry Scott 
Alf Brent A S _ 

Alf Huggins 
Clar ence Fell owe 
John Busterfield Boote 
Horace Crowe 
George Webb 
Albert Crookes 
Walter Denny 
Percy Bray 

114 Ancient 
II II 

116 Collage 
II II 

II ' ti 

" " 
128 " 
132 Ancient 

" 
133 
1'37 
140 
149 
166 
170 
175 
178 
187 

II 

203 
ti 

ti 

221 
223 

II 

" 
II 

228 
236 
240 
274 
285 
301 

II 

328 
ti 

349 
ti 

352 
360 
393 

408 
416 
432 

ti 

ti 

II 

ti 

ti 

ti 

II 

" 
ti 

College 
Ancient 

ti 

II 

II 

II 

ti 

" 
II 

II 

ti 

College 
It 

II 

Ancient 
ti 

" 
ti 

ti 

ti 

College ,, 
II ' 

.Ancient 

II 

II 

ti 

ti 

ti 

ti 

ti 

Coll ege 
II 

ti 

ti 

ti 

ti 

Remove (Contd. ) c.s. l!ouse · 
No. 

Ulysses Spencer Adame 442 Ancient 
Hubert Jeqow 448 . ., 
Jolmn;y' Onions 463 11 

II 

Bertie Onions " 11 

Cl'Dude Carte; · (7} . 486 11 

Clive Russell · 529 · t1 --------------------------~-----r--
Fi:f'th 
Herold Grayson 116 College 
Welter Bryant 138 Ancient 
Cuthbert Chembere 148 " 
Arthur Phillips " 11 

Stephen Parry 187 College 
J'red erick Shew • 188 11 

Walter Hitohin 191 t1 

William Simms 196 An~ient 
· Sal tar ( 6) 234 " 

Perciv al Dreka 295 Colle ge 
Regin ald Swint on '301 t1 

Edgar Sopp 443 " 
Horace Stev ens 462 .Ancient 

Wall8Ce .485 · " 
William Napole on Browne 513 ,11 

Bertr am Love 517 See Note I 
. Peroi val Droke 518 , t1 

It " 
Stenl ey Hulbert "· 11 " II 

George Hodder t1 11 
ti II 

Howerd Rowe 520 t1 -------------~----~----·~~~~ ... ti II 

Sixth 
Arthur Morrow ( 5) 112 Ancient 
Hobart Conroy (Major)(5)1:18 " 
Walter Starke ( 2) ( 5) 125 " 
Simon Kenmore ( 5) 11 11 

Arthur Lambert ( 3) 126 " 
Georg e Wilson ( 5) 135 t1 

Edgar Fenton ( 5) 140 " 
Walter Reynolds (5) 187 College 
Cyril J essen " 11 

Harol d Carlisle " 11 

H8rold Frint on 195 Ancient 
Llewellyn Rees 196 11 

Perciv al Mi11e ( 5) " Coll ege 
Augustus Parkin 485 " ' 
Guy 'Sinclair 516 W!odern 
Francis Goodchild 522 See Note I 
Charl es Payne 523 " t1 

11 

Davi d Biggleswede ( 5) 524 .;ncient I 
Lesli e Stanhope t1 See Note I 
----~-----------~------------~ 
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Lord Dorriem ore 
Umlusi 

Nolson L8e os Mr.~lvington 
Dr. Malcumbe Stafford 
Mrs. Hake 
Mr. Crowell 
J om ie Porl ock 

Werren 
.. '\rthur Grey 
Inspect or J3meson 
P. c. Sporr ow 
Mrs. Poutter 
Eerl ~nd Lr1dy "i'{eetbrooko 
Dr. Brett 
Joremioh Mudford 
Mr. St ockdo le · 
Mike Bredmore 
Cflpt. Burton 

Mr. Goodell 
Tubbs 
Willi oms 

Mery J rn e 
Mr. Suncliffe 
Mc,nsi eur Leblonc 
Sir Crewford Grey 
Rev. Eth elbert G, odchild 
Mr. Binks 
Mr. Pedgett 
Sir J ohn Bront 
LBdy Morningt on 

Ellen 
J ene 
Broome 
Wiggins 

Mr. Arthur Kirby 
Edi th Htmdf orth 
Sir Edward Hondforth 
lVIr. Hudson 
Mr. McNebb 
J osh Cuttle 
Moucle Cresswell 

J onld.ne 
Tinker • 
Colon el Glenthorne 

Phipps 
Mr. ShBrpe 
Lumpy Bill 

105 
" 

· 112 
11 

II 

114 
" 

120 
125 
126 
" 

129 
130 
132 
133 
136 
138 
139 

" 
" 

142 
148 
154 
156 
178 
197 
198 
199 
206 
237 
250 
" 
11 

254 
257 
" 

260 
" 

270 
275 
300 

II 

236 
253 
354 
363 
364 

Big GAme Hunter end Explorer 
Lurd Durri omoro' s compnnion. Chief of 

Kut mrio e 
:lllcient House Housemost or 
HeodmEtet er 
Took shop propri et or 
4th Form Moster l etor Remove m"st or 
Pr ,)prietor of th e '::Jhi te Hnrt Public House 
Porter. Left in No.274 
Capt. Bennington GremmAr School F8urth 
Police Inspect or Bennington 
Policem E1n , B.:,11 t ·"n. 
illlci ent Huuse Housek eeper 
Tr egellis- 1Jest' s Uncl e f1nd .\.unt 
Village Dc,ct or 
Vill Lge Postmim, 
Coll ege House Huus emnster 
Bookmrker 
Tom Burt on's f F.1th er. Let c,r Skipp er of 

WrnderGr. 
Own..ir of r ooin g bof1ts flt Csist owe 
.'mci ent Hous e Poge Bc:y 
Dr. Brett's 
lu1cient House Housemnid ' 
Third Form Mr st er 
Fr ench Mest er 
Jeck Gr0y 1 s f ~th er 
Vicer of Bellt on Church 
Grocer of Bellt on 
Fifth Form Most ~r 
Govern or (Let er Cheirmen) 
Lurd Dorri ~moro 's sist er 
Mei dservont 
lulci ent House C·:.:ok 
Hand Gerd isner 
Bellton St oti on Port Gr 
Hl?ndf orth 1s Brother-in-law 
Hendf orth's eld est sister 
Handf orth's f ~ther 
let offic er 0n the "W9nd(;Jr er" 
Chiof Engin eer, th e "Wrind0ror" 
School Porter 
Heodmoster's sister , m. Sir Hor ~ce 

(mentioned) 

, 

Heodmeeter' s Butler before Phipps ·, 
Sext on Blak e 's 1?Ssist ont 
.\rchi o Glenth orn e 's father 
,4.rchie Glenthorn e 1 s v 1l et 
Ir onmonger of Bellt on 
Bellt un hvllig an. Bl ocksmith's son. 
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Mr. Fi elding 
Mr. Spence 
F[lrmer Helt 
Mr. Cliff ord 
Miss Cherlott e Bond 
Mrs. Treo ey 
J oo Co,tchp ol e 

365 
384 
390 
396 
436 

II 

446 

CElist owe Motorb oflt Owner 
Bellt on St Ati on- mAst er 

Spurts Mllster 
HePdmietr oss M· ·or Vi ew School 
Housek eeper Mlor View School 
Fc,r emen. · Holt's Form. 

Tom Be1ch er 
Greggs 

Mr. Beverl ey Stokes 

" 
458 
471 

Farm Lllbour er , H lt's Form. 
Gener Al hondymvn , St. Fr anks. 
Tempur llry Halld. Lflter Hcuaema,ster 

Miss Perry 
Mr. Horec e Pyecr eft 
Pr uf osso r Sylvester Tucker 
Mr. Ro'bort LE'ngton 
WJr. Wern er Russ ell 

474 
485 
494 
527 
529 

West House. 
Un,1er Mistr es s M)or Vi ew 
Fuurth F orm Mnster 
Sci ence MEister 
6t h F orm M11st er 
Cliv e Russell's f cther. 

-----------------------------------~--~-----------------------------r 
THE MOOR vmv SCHOOL. Intr otluc od No.136 

Viol et Wsts on. First mentioned 213 
Eth el Churoh " " " 
Agnes Christine " " " ,., ' . 
I r ene Mnnnors " " 436 

# 

439 Marj uri e T0mple " " 
Doris Berk el ey " " t 
Tesse Love " II 464 with Onions Ciro us 

,1 II " " 470 M or Vi c-w 
J oon Torrent ,, II 474 
Em1 Hondforth II " 488 
Winni e Pitt II II 515 

- ----------------------------------------------- .. ·------------~ -------
THE RIVER HOUSE SCHOOL. Intro. No . 143 

Dr. Mclyn eux Hogge 143 Prinoipol 
Mr. 1./r agg II Under Mvst er 
Hon. Aubrey De Vere W'ellb orn e " 
Hon. Bertr am Cerst [lirs " 
Hon. Cyril C ot:'tee " 
HE>l Br ewster " 
Geor ge Glynne " 
DDr J~soott " 

Lei ght on " 
Ki ngswood, Nort on, HowkiJ, Br ampton, Grant, Bi nghPm, All No .312. 
Ril ey No . 455 
NOTES' 
(1) Menti oned only in Portrdt Goll ery, St . Frmk's Me13E1zine. 

2 Expell ed No. 211. 
3 Expell ed No . 126 
4 Expel l ed No . 222 
5 Prefects 
6 Mention ed once ,or twic e ~mly. Assumed t o lwve l oft. 
1 Expoll od 492 · 
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By P. A. Walker 

A fefl weeks ago I woe very ple~aed to receive en ancient copy 
of -the Gem from one of the enthusieet·ic members of our circle of col
lect6re. The tit-le of the. story wee "Grimes of the Fourth", and 
dealt with the errivel at St. Jim's of the villoge grocer's boy. I~ 
occurred to me after reading this good old-feshioned yarn, that the 
number· of characters appearing foirl.y regul arly in the St. Jime
Greyfriers sega not actually in the schools themselves wee quite con
siderable. Consequently I spent an engrossing evening recently 
checking how men;y I could find. I must confess that my observations 
are not complete. Neither have I included "birds of peseege" euoh 
els characters like o temporary meeter around which A "fifteen number" 
series wee built. 

Some intensely interesting stories were written around man;y of 
th ese ohereoters, and one of my earliest reoolleotions is ·Mies Priecill 
Fawcett, Tom Mel'l"Y''B goveniess. It is only naturel thet the introduc
tion of this ohereotor causes one to think baok to the days of pon;y and 
trepJ leisurely locel trains ohuffing into country stations, · Archibol 
Joyce waltzes~ strawrerries and creem et gcrden parties, hot sunshine 
and dusty roede; pleasant days ·on the riv er; school sports with 
Coronation mugs as prizes, end, of course, the feeling of speciousness 
that went with those pre-1914 days. The complete inAbility of Mies ' 
Fawcett to r ecognise that Tom Merry was growing up is probably a little 
too far-fetched, ~nd, at eny r ete to me, this tend ency to cPriceture 
oortein choractars which hovo app8ared regularly over the y ears, has ' 
alwoye been one of Mr. Charles Hamilton's weAk points. 

"Mies Priscilla I e Misaion" is the title of e st ory I ha.vs in rrr:, 
possession. 

Another femAle of similor typ e is Coker of the Fifth's Aunt Judy, 
who E.1-ppeere quit e frequently, usu ally to "put th e wind up" th e venerabl 
Rend and Mr. Prout. T~ggles, of course, is e St. Jim's institution, 
oe is Gosling of Groyfriars. Neither chor eoter Dppeers to have done 
much else except "let in" late-co mers , or hoist up offenders for the 
purpose of enabling either.Dr. Holmes or Dr. Locke t o ed.minis,er 
chastisement. Both ere extremely susceptible t o tips from th e wealth
ier members of All furms, end both sre ir ascible grumblers. They also 
have a weakness for "the bottle''. They ar e very definite ohorectere, 
and ore pert and parcel of the famous yarns. 

Two vory ettrErctive f eminine "reguleirs" f1%'G Cousin Ethel end 
Morie Rivers. Cousin Ethel is, of course, in the very e rly issues 
of the Gem, and we l ove the little epis odes which occur between Fig gins 
end the one and only Gussy. She had a Boys Friend 3d. Libr '1;1ry all to 
herself which was anti tled "Cousin Ethel I s Soho old eys". 

I elways seem t o connect her Gem appeoranoes with the Germon spies 
who abounded in the Sussex countryside between 1914 and 1918. She has 
been rescued by hair's breadths from being gor ed t o de~th by fr antic 
bulls, ore wetery grove in the Rivor Sork , c~riously in fl cod both in 

(78) 



July end Dccemb0r. . Meri e Rivers, the Pss nci f't e of Talbot in meny fin e 
yarns, wos a very well drawn character, alt hough sh e appeared t o possess 
th e ways vnd outl ook of a young woman of thirty at th e age of sixt een. 
The st ori es entitled "The Call of the Past", "Cast out from the School", 
and "Loyfll t o th e Last" brought her well t o th e f ore with ~noth er outside 
chor acter , _her father, John Riv era, the or acksman, who l at er m de amends, 
cecem~. e corpor al , and finish ed the war o captain end v.c. ''Winning his 
Spurs", another gr and Talb ot yarn, also had Marie Riv~rs well f ea tured, 
and included another f airly r egul arly appe aring character, one Hookey 
Walker. 

Thes e Ta.lbot yerns eppea led t o me more th an fl!JY others during a 
period of pa rticul arly fin e st ories. 1915 sew th e appear ance of e down
at-h eol act or, one Horati o Curll, who .found sol oce in whisky and soda, and 
was r esponsibl e f or luring Monty Lowther awoy from sch ool on s ever al 
occasions, ,onc e in en emu.sing yarn cal l ed t he "C 11 of t he Cinema". _No 
sound fil ms in th os e days t The pi anist plugging ewey for dear lif e , 
pr efer ably th e 1st r es ounding bars of "Orpheus in th e Under-w orld", 
f ading et th e appropri ate moment int o "I:f y c.,u wer e th e only girl in the 
worl d". 

Lowther was sr.ved f r liffi much tr oubl e and woe by f i thful fri ends in 
anothor t al e of th e st age nd Horati o Curll ·. J s eph Banks, a gentl emen 
of turf and t avern is s aen r egularly in the page s of the GGm. He has 
been responsibl e f or r eli eving many errin g sch oolb oys of their B'Urplus 
oesh. Dospi t e mAny i rnmeroions in ditch 1md duckpond at the h nds of 
hi gh- minde d St. Jim 's juni or s, he continu ed t o enj oy th e compony, at l at e 
huure, of Messr s . Cutts , Knox, Levi son, Cr.noke And Cumpany. 

Harry Wharton's uncl e , Colonel Wharton of Whart on. Lodge , SUITey, 
came int o t he Greyfriars pictur e mostly ct holi day tim es, Chriatmos being 
his f vourit e per'iod. With Wharton ' s : .... unt Amy he was pa.rt of th e country 
h.uuse bl'lokgr ound f or mony t hrilling Yuleti de artventur es, usually corning to 
th e f or e ot about midni ght, cl ad in dresaing- g wn, and heavily an1ed with 
s poker in or der t ,, giv e some EJtt ention t o some m r 8uder. . 'l'fuort n Lo:1ge 
has appsr ently been bur gl ed, and "ghost- hunt ed' I!lOr e th en e.ny oth er Surrey 
mansion, and hes been th e scene cf some o,: lly fin e ya.rns. One c annQt 
l eave th e pl ace with out mention f Well s , the butl er, but I h1we e f aint 
rec oll ecti on of another nome lik e Werningh rm in th ~ early M gnets. 

1/hen sinist er t:houff eurs nnd. "c orny" sch oolmas t ers were hangi ng 
ar ound Greyfri ar s one coul d al ways bet thet it woul dn't be long bef , r e 
th e f err1ous deteotive , F-arrers Locke, l 0oked in . Wit h en ex-Removite, 
J oe~ Drake, in attendmnce, he could be r eckoned to bring the cri min el to 
book within sixte en issues of th e Magnet. But , it must be conf essed , 
not without th e inv alu able assistance uf t he Famous Five , inv ~riably l ed 
by th e Bounder, who had the culprit "t aped", precticAll y as LoQke was 
stepping ·f r om the tr ain at Courtfiel d Ju nct i n. 

Mention of the police brings t ') mind th o frequ cmt e. p€ar noes of 
P .Cs . To:,rer ond Crump, f Fri ar d.Elle end Rylc ombe ConstE•bulories r es11ec
tively. · It is doubtful wheth er such t ypes exist t Jdey, or have ever 
existed, even f or villa ge policemen, but prob ably th ey did in our country 
districts, befo ~e crime bec Ame one of our ·m j r industries. 

·~~~~~~~~~~~~- (79) ~~~~~~~~~-----....-,--



Another policemen who occasionally g:rt.:ced Greyfl·iars wes In spector 
Skeet, but we have always wondered how on '31':!'th -he rose t ,) such timinence, 
es the Remove were always on the spot firs t. One remembers the eAse with 
which the Bounder shielded Jim V~lentine whe~ Skeet WAS on his heels, and 
another occasion when, e temporary master named Steel snd the portly 
inspector were outwitted by '\'iharton and Vernon-Smith. 

Some of the most popul ar stories were · those which introduced the 
Higholiffe cr owd. The great "Pon" who shouJ.d, epperently, hove been at 
Borstal, and nd Higholiffe. Gfl4sby :md Vaves om.· end Monson, Frank 
Courtenay and hie chum De Courcy; 1'!r. Mobbs, th e fawning form-master, find 
the curious Dr. Voyeey. All these people were intro duced fr om time to 
t~e in nrany a grand series. A story alWFys fresh in my mind dea),t with 
wibley's impersonation of the effable Mr. Mobbs. _f\.n unlik ely yarn, but 
highly amusing. · 

The Cliff House girls S"9peered regul ar Jy over ei long period, and 
St. Jim's had its rival sch ool in Eylc ombe Gr ammer School. Gordon Gay end 
Co.wer~ for ever thinking up some jape 0nl y t o be fin elly dished by 
Tom Me:rr;y and Co. after moey duckings and snnw-fights . 

Reverting to the racing end billierds pl eyi ng fraternity, we had 
Tickey Tepp of unenvieble reputation, Joey Cobb of . th e Three Fishers, end 
man;y other ,gent~emen who exuded beer end bec : y t 

The frequent holidays spent by the St. J im' s men at Eastw ood House 
served to introd12ee Lord Jilastwood end Gussy' ':J elder br other Lord Conway, 
a young gentlemen whose age was very diffi01 .:.lt to det er mine, Although he 
seemed to .serve with distinction in the 1914-1918 war. , 

Towards the end of this war a gentleman of unkempt eppa~nc e and »'Sil 
character mode his ~ow in the St. Ji~'e district, namely ~.r. Zechariah 
Pepper. Mr. Pepper owned e barn which became fa mous es the headquarters 
of the St. Jim's .. parliament. One outstand:i :ig yarn in which this barn 
played a prominent part ma the Gem Christm es Number of 1917, "A Shadow of 
the Past", fe aturing Velentine Outrem, e sch oolboy strong mPn who used it 
es a hide-out from lew end order,and despit ~ the loss of geve~~}·ijtones 
t v hie privations ond a diet of turnips from the fields, proceeded tc ley 
out several St. Jim I s juniors cf greet fight .Lng qu.ali ties, J .N. Pentelow, 
I believe .> wrote . most of the st ories dealing wHh the St. Ji~'s parliament. 
No doubt Mr. Eric Feyne would be able to cover th i~ . 

Some mention must be made of the various "regula:-s" who were either 
shcpkeepers or tradespeople such as Uncle Clegg, Mr. Mimble, Mrs. Mitnble, 
Mrs. Kebbl.e end others. I slweya disliked Charl es Hl'lmilton'a hebit of 
using a neme for tradespeople which was s sort of pun, such os "Miss Bunn", 
of e certain Courtfield or Weyl and conf octio nery est ablishment, er 
"Mr. Topper" who kept e hetshop. .L.nd, of courJe, th e use of terms like 
"Welsher.a hondicap" &. the "Swindle' em St ekes". I t hi nk this would hflve 
been , mcre understandable if the particul ar yarn was i nt ended to be comicel, 
but it was frequently introduced into stor je s which had the possible 
expulsion of e wrong-doer, end contained chapte~s of s ome dremetic qu~lity. 

Colonel Potter, Sir Reginald Brooke ere old f avourites, and th ere comes 
to mind two vary femous charect Grs who h~vP. been ~n the Gem most of its 
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life, Herries bulldog Towser , and Wally d'Arcy's Pongo. r · have recol
lections of 10th at one time or another having t ale~ to themselves. 

Amongst the maey pa.rents who have regul arly eppea.red, Mr. Herbert 
Samuel Vemon-Smith, the Bounder's father, is r emembered because of hie 
efforts t o get the Head to rescind his decision about his eon's expulsion, 
so richly deserved. Major Cherry, Tom Redwing I s father ·, Mr. Levison, 
and Mr. William Bunter have all looked .in from tim e to time. 

The character who first ins pired this idea of mine, Grimes, the 
grocer's boy from Rylcombe, was a member of the villag e· f ootb ell t ~am 
who frequently visi tad St . Jim' a, and at Greyfrie .rs Solly · Lazarus and 
his father, who suppli ed wit with his props , were frequently menti oned. 

. . 
There were ma.n;y other characters who moved through this gr eat series, 

and all have helpe d t o contribut e t owards some grand t ales, which to Tf13! 
mind have never been surpassed in sch uolboy fictio~. 

FENN, CLIVE ROBERT: 
I • I " 

Born about 1870. Son pf · fa.mous writer for boys, George 
Manville Fenn. Wrote for the Old Flag (Nqv ~) 1899 . ".The 
White Flower" (Digby) 1900, ·~nd one or two otht:lr books. · · 
Contributed to Aldine publications, ~nswers Libra ,ry, ;P1u·o1t, 
Heartsease, Home Circle, Girls Friend, Diamond Li bra;,:-y, 
Boys Friend, etc. at one time Compe'ti tion Edi tor, Amalgrun
fi.ted Press. Was one of the substitute writers · of St.Jim's , 
~d Greyfriars stories, and in the opinion o:f the "Master", 
the best of the bunch. A very modest and ~uietly clever · 
man. Had an article in "Tom Merry's Lmnual". 

'' 
FINNEMORE, JOHN E: 

His · historical story "The Blnok Galley", was one · of 
the three serials starting in No.l of the Boys ·Realm (1902), 
Later wrote several serials and complete stories concerning 
Tom SRnq.ys, Teddy Lester & Co. of Slapton Sohool. One of' 
most popular characters wf\s ~ Jap. That wo.s in the days .of , 
course when we used to sing about "gallfl.n t li ttl'e ' Japan". , 
Int eresting feEtture about Sla.pton was Rugby wns played 
instond .of the usufll.l Soccer. All the Slapton stories were ' 
published in book form and cfln be found to-dlly in most 
public libr~ries. They nre well worth re~ding being An 
ideal blend of humour, sport and adventure. Recently 
re-published six volumes by ~timer House, Ludgate ,Hill. · . 

HAWKE, O~PT. ROBERT: 
Best known as the writer of the Baldy' s . ~.ngeis, flying 

stories which had a long run in the Ranger , and later re- · 
published in the Boys Friend Library , ·Also w_rote detective ,' 
speedway ; and adventure stories for the Ranger, and other 
A.. P. Pfl.pers •. 
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, . @olle.et'or~· Wl"';:< W"-o - --- .. - - .. --- . -- ~---· .. ---~--... ··-·-

Hamlet 1 
Compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

A Collector's Digest ..(U'u1uol without its Who's Who would be. like 
· without · the Prince. It has beoom~ to meen as muoh to story paper collectors 

as Wieden's to devote es of king cr~ck et. It has been e sheer delight to 
hear tim e end time agoin of firm friendships that have been formed by its 
aid. 

It is int eresting to note th at our young es t member is 13, our eldest 
75, and there's almost every other age in between. Thore Ar e e 11'1.I'ge 
number of new names, and we have en id ea we shell be saying th e same thing 
next y ear. 

We have made a slight alt er ation this yeer by pl acing coll ect ors' 
lik es in order of preference. 

Here are th e Groups: 
' 

1. ·. Victori an · Papers. 

2. Early 20th Century. 

3. llldin es . 

4. Captain, Boys' Own Poper, Chums end simil or papers. 
5. 'lli mil t on" Papers. · , 

· . ( a J Megnet, . (b) Gem, ( c) Penny PopulBr, ( d) Schoolboys' ·OWn, 
( e ) Holiday Annual. 

6. Sexton Blake. 
( e ) Union Jack, (b) Sext on Bl oke Librari es . 
(c) Detective Weekli es. 

7. Nels on Lee end Monst er Librari es . 

8. Between Two Were. 
( Champion 9 Thriller, Ranger, Modern Doy, etc.) 

9. School Fri ~nd, Schoolgi~ls! OWn, etc. 

10. Comics. 
======== ·==== 

• Denot es Coll ector' 's first eppear anc e in 1o/ho1 s Who. 
=-====aa.:::==s::r=s:: 

.ADLEY, DEREK JOHN" 
19 Braithwaite Gard ens, Stanmore, Middlesex. 'Ph one: Wordsworth 4484 , 

1/.ge 22, Groups 5 ( a ) (b). 5( -) (d') (c) 6(b) ( a ) (c). 3. 

, 

Int er ested mainly in st ori es by Charl es Hamilton, MA:xwell Scott and 
E.S. Brooke. Has been coll ecting 10 years and hes now about 2,.000 papers. 
Compil es lists of titl es of most boys' papers. 

• .ANDERSON, L. T. 
51 Holmewood Gardens, Brixton Hill, London, S.W.2. 

Age 38. Group 5 ( A) ( b) ( e ) ( c) ( d) • 
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ALLEN, LEONARD M. 
3, Montgomery Drive, Shef fi eld 7. , 

li.ge 43. Groups 4, 7, 2, 6( c } (b) (01. - 5(c). 8. 5(d) (b) ( .,). 

Requires Ne'lson Lees ( old s eries); comic pApere ( 1912-1926); Cepti:,ine, 
Chums, Cheerio, Nugget 3d. Librari es, Gtc. · · . \ 

lillMIT ii.GE, TOl\lI 
205, Betl ey Hoed, Alv erthorpe, Wokefield, Yorks. 

lige 45. Groups 5 (o toe), 6( a ) (b) (c)~ 7. 8. 

In Group 8 porticul orly inter est ed in Boys' HerD~d, Young Britein, 
1:1nd Boys' Woekly. 

11: Bli.RTLETT, C .J. 
20, Broomfi ld Ro~d, Beckenhcm, Kent. 

Ji.ge 18. Groups 5( D) (b) (d) (e). 

n t pr esent hes no coll ection, but is kGenly int ere sted in St.Jims Elnd 
Gr8yfri ers stori es end would lik e to hove Gems And Magnet lists. His 
foth er was a r eader in the cr rly days of th o two pA~ers. 

B-J{TLErT, HENRY J. H. 
Pee s Hill, Shipton Gorgo, Bridport, Dorset. 

Groups 2, 3, 4, 5( i:,) (b) (d) ( e ). 

,, Is p1:•rticul EJrly int ere st ed in Sidn ey Drew's Ferr era Lord stori es, rlso 
Fl.'lntasis, end th e Ci1pt1;1in Justic u yarns. In Group 4 not inter ested in 
Copteins. 

11-'Jill.ET'l' , LEON:JID . ·, 
2, New Str eet, Pittshill, Stok e- on-Tr ent. 

;ige 31. Group 5 ( v) ( d). 

R'1WDEN, WILLL.M L. 
1, Penryn Str ee t, Redruth, Cornwall. 

Group 5, 

B.JCENDALE, VINCINT liNTHONY 
1 9 Vinc ~nt Str eet, Openshaw; MAnchester 11, 

i ige 30. Groups 5( t>) (b) ( e ) (o). 6(b) (c) ( 1:1). 7. 8. 

11: BK:..RDSELL, lmEDERICK CLIFFORD 
"Plymst ock", Ross .\.vGnuEJ, Devenport, Stockport, Cheshire • 

. :igu 45. Groups 5( v) (b) (d). 6( a ). 
Hes been El keen r ciader of MBgnGts end Gems sinc e 1912 end is as 

inter ested os ever. Enjoys discussing th e papers with others. 

BENNETT , RAYMOND V. 
64, Dudley Road, Tipton, Staffs. 

Groups 5( a ). 7. 5(b) (d). 6(e). 

BENTLE.Y, J. BREEZE 
4, Grenf ell Driv e , Bradford Moor, Bradf ord. 

Group 5 ( e) · ( •) ( d) • 
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BLUNDEN, ANTHONY 
43, Elrafi eld AvcnuG, Teddingt on, Midd lE:.s ex . 

,';ge 14 . Groups 5( c1) (d) (b) (e) (c). 

On th e l vok out for Mognets bGtween 1000-1120, Gems 914-917, 100-1100. 
S.O.L's , Greyfri ars, St.Jim s and Hookwoods ·t ef or e 300. l\ny Boys' Fri ~nds. 
~ls o S.O.L's 303, 354, 381, 402, 405, 408, 411. 
BLYTHE, ROBERT 
46, Corl et on Rood, Holl owey, London, N.7 • 

.."lgO 34. Groups 1. 5 (a ) • 
-~s most coll Gct ors cr o ew, r e is th o No .l out hority on th o Nels on Leo 

Libr cry. Until recently hnd D compl et e coll octi on; th on thr ee cupi us, 
No 's 139, 140 ond 141 old s eri s wer e st ol en et th e London Exhibiti on. 
N8tur olly extr emely onxious t o r upl ece th 8so . ~l su want s MDgnet s bel ow 
1000. 

* DOL..'..ND, JOHN A. 
12 , Cull onswood Gard ens, Mert un Driv e , RAnol ogh, Dublin, F.ir o . 

ll(!:e 18. Gr(,UpS 5( 0) (b) ( d). 

I s 1:1s keen on the Mt1gnet es membors of rn old er gonorf'ti on. 
Poss ess es e strai ght run uf 133. Also 11 f ew Gr.)ms 11nd S .o .L' s . All 
in mint condition. Wish es t o obt oin C.D' s ~r i or t o Octob er 1948. 
Att ends University of Dublin ( Trinity Coll ege ). 

BOND, HE:REE.RT MA.UHICE 
10 Erw Wen, Rhiwbin ~, c~rdiff. 

,;.ge 37. Group 6 ( ell). 
'BOT'TIOMLEY , JilRED 
48 Downhills Pflrk R0ed, T tt enhem, London, N .17. 

Group 5 ( oll). 

lE BR.tillSHN:\T, WJ1LTER A. 
3644 N. OfJkley Avenue , Chic Ago , 18, Illin oi s , U.S •. .'i.. 

l~e 54. Groups 6 ( e ) ( e) 
BH.ETIDilRTON, T .P. 
Hes~in, Nr. Chcrl ey, Lones. 

Groups l ond 2. 
Wis hes t o obt ain Boys' Leeder (Pears ons) 5,1 t o 101, I.ot- o' -Fun, 

Comic Cuts. 

BRiiNTON, W. LESLIE . 
63 'Th or es by str ee t, Ifull, York s . 

Group 5 ( e ) ( e ). 
HF.ls succ eedl:)d in obt vini:ng in just D yeer 800 ME1gtlets rind 7 Holid sy 

11.nnuols. Is perticul erly a 1Xi ous t o Pdd il'fpgriet No. 1186 ~ 
Hes se vor vl lV[c,gnets for exchenge . 

BURROW, RONALD 
1 , Albert Squcre, Y edon, Leeds. 

1J.ge 38. Groups 7. 5 ( o) ( b). 
lmxious to obt ain Nelson Lee s ( old 

-Jta,. Merv el Vol.I (1894). 
·-------- --- (84 ) 
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C11ill '.7ELL, llii.YMOND L. 
P.O. Box 515, LBncester Pe, u.s.~. 

l i.ge 55. Groups 1, 2, 3, 6. 

Desiree to obt ain complet e files of above groups; but 8lso has 
specim ens of all others. Particularly would like t o buy volumes or loose 
numbers of Duye of London Bnd en:, eimilAr lerg e story papers of th at period. 
Aleo mBny other Vict ori £in sets c1nd volumes. H1=1s an enormous collection 
of over 60,000 lunericen and English pav ers. 

* Cl>BE, FR.i\NCIS 
4, D~e Str eet, Liverp ool 6. 

ii.ge 43. Groups 5 (fill). 7. 8. 6( 8 ) (b). 3. 2. 4. 1. 6(c). 

CHILD, ~'l. .C • 
64. Gilber1atone 11.venue, Birmingham 26. 

Group 7. 
J& CIIECKLE.'Y, PETER 
18, Tsrlit1gt on Road, Coundon, Coventry. 

fi.ge 15. Groups 5, 6, 8 
' ., ... . . -

Has~ small coll ection of Vict orien papers • .l\...lso Magnate end Gems. 
Unlik e most coll ectors, has quit e a larg e quantity of r ecent pap ers of th o 
Wizerd and Rover typ e . 11fould lik o to obtein m r t, M;ignots find S .o .L I s, 
and No.6 of t~ e Champi on . 

Q~OUGH1 W. 
,. 

3, Fonthill Grove, SBl e , Mvnchest er. 
J.·,ge 49. Groupe 2. 3. 6( a ) (b). 7. 
Requires 11.ldino Dick Turpins; Blsck :Bess; Boys 1 'comic Libr e.ry; 

Nugget Libr ary (P ot er Flint s eri es); Boye' Fri end 3d Libs.; F0rrere Lord 
series and Color of t stori es). Diamond J,ibrory (Kettle series) . 
1 - 100 Nulson Lee 's (old seri es). 

COOK, R. W. 
30) Luci n Road, Tooting Boe, L ndon, S.v .17. 

l'l(se 27. Gruups 5( a ) (d) (b) ( a ) (c). 8 (Rongera). 

Possesse s 586 Megnete, 36 Gems, 62 S.O.L's , 3 Holiday .l\.nnuflls. 
Wishus t o obtein Rengers 1-15; most pr e- 1930 Magn8ts, ~lso 1120, 1152, 
1250, 1257, 1259, 1277, 1377-79, 1382, 1401/2. 

COOK, JOHN R. 
178 Meria Str et:t, Benwell,' N£-lwc1:1stle-on.../l1y.ne . (Novucas tria .n Story Paper 
Coll ect ors' Club). 

Groupe 7. 5( e ) (b) (c) (d). 6( fl ) (b) (c). -8 (Thrill ers). 

Only requires ebout 200 N0l son Lees to complet e coll ection. 
Coll ection has gr own considerably during th e year. Lists exchanged. 
Invit es north ern coll Gctors t o j in the Novocestrifln Story P~per 
Coll ect urs' Club. 

COOK1 J~\ME.S W. 
4, Swanst on PPth, Oxh0y Estate, Wetf ord, Herta. 

li.ge 41. Groups 7. 5( B) ( c). 
Mein int ere st: Nels on Lee find St.Frenks stori es . So much so th f1t he has 
a son ncmed Nels on Lee. 
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C OIIBEI'T , J • 
49, Glyn Fsrm Road, Quinton, Birmingham • 

.Age 38. Group 5 (all). 

Coll ection now consists of Magnets 1923-1927 ' complete; 1928-1935 
·t.ncomplet e ; 1930-1940 complete; 9 .vols. Holiday .Annuc1l, and 100 Gldms. 
Als o kGenly int er ested in classical music records; possesses 1000 discs. 

COLCOil'IBE, WILLiil.lVI Hh'NRY 
256, South Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 

li.ge 28. Groups 6 ( b) (El) ( c). 5 (a) ( d) . 

* CHOLLIE2 R.J. 
8, Iiftton Rol:ld, Romford, Essex, 

Age 32. Groups 5( e ) (b) (d). 7. 5(2) ( e ). 2, 

Anxi ous to obt1:1in ell lVIagneta prior to 1915. Alt ernatively numbers 
of Schoolboys' Own or Popular cont aining r eprints of those stori os. ·only 
just starte~ coll ecting and so f ar has about 100 Magnets and Gems of 1915-17 
p8r iod. Holiday ;,nnuels 1931-2-3. B .O .P. Vol.14 ( 1891-2 ) .• 

Dli!NF.S, COLIN 
202, Mile Cross Lane, Norwich. 

lige 39. Groups 7, 5(a) (b). 

HDs been r eed ing and coll ecting over 30 years. At present concentra .ti 
on Nelson Lees. Requires 8 few betwee.n 1-100, old series. 

DlillWIN, WILFRED 
76 Western Road, East Dene , Rotherham. 

Group 6 ( fl). 

Anxious t o obt ain Union Jacks numbers 1208, 1161, 1130, 1149, 1159. 
Also "The ~ti'fair of the Will ow PElttern Plate" and "The Sign of the Sare.cen". 
Also in~ eros t ed in Boys' Magazine and wish es to obtoin certDin numbers 
from 332· onw'e'rds. 

* DERRY:, JORN 
2, ,.\sh Vill as, 

lige 37. 
Herbert Rot:1d, Huckn oll Road, Nottinghflm. 
Groups 6( b), 5 ( a ) (a) • 

St1:1rted coll ecting May 1949 • . Coll ection cons:i.sts mt:1inly of neflrly 
nll Sexton Bl ake Libraries 3rd series. · "vas a staunch supporter of the 
Magnet and Nelson Lee Libr ary betwoen 1920-1934. 1'i.nxious to obtain 
S.B~L's 1st and 2nd series ond S.0.L's cont 8in i ng Groyfri ars stori es . 

DICKENSON, D .C. 
16 Add;i.son Cres cent, London , w.14. 

l1ge 47. Groups 5( a) · (b ). 

Particul arly int er ested in very early Magnets. 

DOLPHIN, REX 
5, Brays Meadow, Hyde Heeth, AmershP m, Bucks. 

Age 34. Group 6. 

Particularly wishes to obtPin .All Pierre quiroule's stories in 
S.B.L. (1st seri es ). 
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DO'iH.ER, Hti.RRY 
86, Ramil ton Reed, Longsight, lVIsnchoster 13. 

ilgo 59. Groupe 2. 4, 

Requires Maxwell Scott stories in "i<l• U.J., Pluck, Mvrvel, ld. U.J. 
vnd Boys' Fri end 3d. end 4d. Library. Juso Nelson Loe Library (1st series) 
No's 7, 8, 13 ond 48, 
D(Nv, J .. :..MES, Junr. 
73, King Street, Aberdeen • 

.."ige 35. Groups 5( e ). 7. 5( c) (b). 
EDGELEY , BUI lli R. 
99 Southwoy, CershEJlton Beeches, Surrey. 

ii.go 17. Groups 6(b) ( D). 5(d). 6(c). 
Is Dlso int rested in pre-w~r Hotspurs. illlXioua to obtein early 

numbers Sexton Bl8ke Libr ery 3rd series. Would exchange Champions 
(1942-48) vnd Boys' Own Papers (1938 -4 9) for S.B.L's ( a ll series) P.nd 
Hotspurs No.l to 1944 , Has coll ecti on of 150 S.B.L's and 250 Hotspurs. 
EDWlffiDS , W .E. 
Mill Green PPrk (Annexe ), Ing1;1testone, Essex. 

Group 5( a ), 
FAYNE, EH.IC 
Th' Modern School, Grove Roed, Surbiton, Esse x. 

Groups 5 , 6. 8. 

~' WM. H. 
P .O. Box 127, Aucklend 1 C.l., New Z0E1l nnd. 

h.ge 4 7. Groups 1. 9. 

Hus been coll ecting about 12 yeers. Wishes t o make complete sets of 
Aldin e Spring-Healed J ock, Cloud Duvel, Jeck Shenpard, Dick Turpin, 
Robin Hood and Red Ilover. Als o wishes to coll ect Comics publish~d before 
1912 9 such as Comic Cute, Comic Life, Chips, Butt erfly, Jesters, Big Budge ts 
Lot-o-1!1un end oth ers . 
FENNELL, HUGH W. 
4, Dixon noad , South NorwoQd, London, S.E.25. 

Groups All, perticulorly 1, 3 and 2. · 
Roquir es "The Wild Boys of London", "The SociEllist Girl", Fr enk Reedos. 

Odd numbers of ''Skel et on Horseman, "Boy Det ectiv 1,l', etc. Complet e s0t 
of Scoops . 

FLINDERS, E .B. (Miss) . 
"Hosevi ow", Gosmor o Rood, Nr. Hitchin, Herts. 

Groun 5(b) ( v) ( c) ( d). 
Is alwoys willin g to exchonge ot1rly Gems 11nd Magn ets. Als o ver., 

spec i olly we.nted Mognots, 903, 234; Gems 95, 96, 185. 7/6 eech of f 0red. 
Penny Popul ar s (2d series) wrnted 17-50. 2/6 e8ch. 
FOIID, DillIBK 
42 9 Wost Bond Street, Mecclesfi eld, Cheshire. 

Group 6( D) ( b) ( c) • 
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FOSTER, GEORGE C. 
26, K~ls o Place, London, W.8. 

Gruup 5 (all) • 

G ... lliDER, WILLL\.M HENRY 
Box 60, Transcon a , Manitoba, Cenade. 

Age 51. Groups 5(a). 2 (Boys' Fri ond), 5 (b). 

lE G ... 'UlliATT , ANTHONY WHIT:CJ<ER 
275, Choster Road, Littl e Sutt on, '.'/irreil, Cheshire. 

Age 27. Groups 5(a) (c) ( e ). 

Requires Holid1:1y 1.nnuale 9 1921-1926 .incluai;:,a1,, .' "Popular" 2nd seri es 
1919-1931. Coll ection destr oyed during th e war and is endeavouring t o 
build up again. 

GEAL, JORN W. 
277, Kings Ilood, Kingst on- on-Thames, Surr ey. 

fi.ge 28. Groups 5( a ). a·. 7. 

Has now 750 Magnets. Particularly wants Magnets 900-1060, Al so 
int er ested in Modtirn Boy or Boys' Fri end Lib., Cant eiin Justiv e yarns. 

GOCHM{, JOHN WOODW1JID, Junr. 
Victoria Cotta ge , Constitution Hill, Sudbury, Suffolk • 

... ·i.ge 25. Gruups 6( a ) (b) ( c). 5 ( Elll). 8. 4 . 3. 2. 1. 7. 

Requires books by Geo . E. Rochester (J ohn Bere sf ord , Eric Roche ahd 
J ohn Allen) Boys' Wonder Library, Triumphs (Sept. 1937-39. Always int er est e 
in det vils conc erp.ing authors of boys' papers. Lott .ers welcomed, 

, 
GR.."uNGEil.,, GEOHGE P • 
Alexandre Road, Paynter' s Lane End, Hed.ruth, Cornwall. 

Groups 3. 2. 1. 6( El), 

Wanted: Boys' Fri ends 523, 566, 568, 575, 577-81, 597, 603, 604, 616, 
1042, 1054, 1073, 1084, 1103, 1104, 1106, 1107, 1110, 1111, 1112. 
ld. Union J ocks; Early i..ldin e Librari es, Inv entions, True Blu es , Tip Tops & • 

GROOMBRIDGE, CEDRIC J, 
12 Barnwell Road, Kingsth urpe, Northampton, 

li.ge 27. Groups 5, 7. 

GROOM, WILLIAM 
52 Wrexhrun Road, Fairfi eld ~oad , Bow, London, E,3, 

Group 5(.e ) ( b) ( d), 

» GUNN, JOHN (D.M./J aygee, L ndon, w.c.1) 
ManAger, The Miltona Head Hotel, Nottingham. 

Groups 7, 5(a) (b), 8 (Thrill er). 

St arted r eading boys' mag8zines 1913, f Pvourites at th at ti me bei ng 
J ack, Sam end Pete st ri es in th e Marvel and th e Penny Popul ar. Lat or 
r evelled in Nelson Lees particul orly "Greor.i Trian gl e" ~eri es 
Sterted re-collecting sbout Jt:inuary 1948. H E'S, now severe! Chums !.nnuals9 
Gems 1574 to end, Megnets 1522 t o end, B f ew Holid By lttinuels. 
Requir es Monetere 1, 5, 8, jo, . 12, 14 v.nd· 19. H8s 62 Nolso~ Lees between 
1-100. 

(88) 



HARVEY , ( N.IIl:..i • ) 
123 Penydre, Rhiwrin n, Cordiff. 

Group 5( a ) (b). 
HARHIS , AnTHUR 
Coytc.m., Lli:mrhus HoE1d, Penryn Bay, Llondudno. 

Group 10. 

Coll ects Comics only e.nd slways ple ased t o hear fr om atzy"one witn 
copi es t o offer, ospeci ally betwe en 1890-191 4 . 

HARRIS, A.K. 
6 Boughton ·Close, St. J ohns, '1vorcester. 

Group 5(b). 

HESS, GEORGE H. 
40 N. Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul, 4, Mrss. USA. 

All Groups. 

HE'WITT II • 
14 Wood View, Gawber, Barnsley, Yorkshire. 

Group 5. 
HOLGATE, 11.LFRED G. 
169 The GrernpiElns, Western Gat G, Shepher.d's Bush, London, w.6. 

1\ge 39. Groups 3. 5(a) (b) (d). 6( F1). 
* HOlVJEJl, HARRY M. 
Yulden Ferm, Heathfi eltl, Sussex. 

Groups 6 (all ) . 5(eill1. 7. 4. 2. O. 3. 1. 

Particul arly inter es ted in th e Confederation, Plummer, Huxton By.mer, 
and other "char ecters" in Sexton Blake st ori es. 

1-IOOPER, H .R • 
133 Powell House, Lower Clapton Road, London, E.5. 

Groups 5 ( all). 6( A) (b). 
HORSEY , ALF11ED L. 
60 Salcombe Road , Waltharnstow, London, E.17. 

Groups 5 ( a ) ( c) ( b). 1, 2, 3 . 4 7. 
HUDSON, REGIN!ill) A..L 
5 Throstle now, Loads 10 • 

.Age 46. Groups 5 ( b) ( a ) ( d) ( c) ( e). 7. 
Would lik e t o obtain Christm 1:1s Doubl e Numbers of Gem and MBgnet. 

Especi ally "The Mystery of the PaiJ;lted Room". Correspondence fr om 
coll ectors invited. 

JE -HJ.'MB.ARD , ERNEST ALEDCiillDER 
58 South Vi ew Cresc ent, Sheffield 7. 

1\ge 43. Groupa 5( Ei). 7. 5(b). 
When filling in questionnaire (August) said, "I am quit e new t o 

collecting. I have exactly thre e speoimeris in my coll oction, but seeing 
th at I obt ained them th e very day I began t o be int erested I go t quit e a 
kick out of it. I hope soon t o have E1 pr esentable coll ection." 
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HUGHES, E.V. 
:
1c0swell", 25 Hillsboro' Road, Bognor Regis. 

Groups 1, 2. 

HUMPHRIES, KENNE.TH 
61 Long Hill Rise, Huoknall, Notte. 

Groups 5, 7. 
HUNTER, J. V. B. STEWART 
4 Lulworth Road, Mottingham, London, S. E.9. 

Age 50. Groups 1, 3, 2. 

HUNTER , RONii.LD H. 
c/o Royol Mail Agencies (Brazil) Ltd., .i\venid e Rio Br1mco 55/57, 
Rio t o Jan eiro, Brazil, South :uneri ca . 

hge 36, Group 5( c1) (b) (c) (d) ( ), 

Ros now some 1400 Magnets with an unbroken run from 1917 to th e ond 
with th e exception of one missing copy in 1919 mid fiv e in 1923. Has al so 
200 Boys' Friends (Rcokwood period) and wants more, first eight Holi day 
Juinuals (1920-i927), 

JE IMPSON, STANLEY ii.. 
Stanfi eld, Jerningham Rood , New Costessy, Norwich • 

• .ge .52, Groups 5( a ) (b) (d) ( e ), 6( a ) (b) (o). 
Read th e Megnet from th e beginning and f or me.ny years afterw erds.' 

The Gem less oft en, He.a now started r e-c oll ectin g ond finds in t hi::: pa.pore 
a valu abl e r elaxation and e r eminder of a happy boyhood, 

I 

Jl.'NKINS, ROGER 11/I, 
Strathmore, 3 Town Hall Road, Hevant, HAnts. 

_;.ge 24, Group 5( a ) (c) (b) (d) ( e ). 

KIRBY, GORDON J, 
2JO .illl.css Street, North Cerlton, Melbourn e, Vict ori P , Austr ali a . 

1.ge 24, Groups 5, 9, 

KEELING, FRANK 
93 Aldridge Avenue , St anmore , Middl es ex. 

Age 42, Groups 7, 5( a ) . 

Ll~WSON, A. V{, 
13 Charl es Squar e , Roxton, London, N.l. 

1\ge 75. Group 1, 

Our oldest member. Requires c&rta.in volumes of Bow Bells , Frnnily 
Herald , Boys of Englsnd,, Boys' Comic J ourn al, Y0ung Men of Great Britr-lin, 
London Reader, London J ournal and Penny Miscelleny. Lists on applic 9ti on. 
IJillDY , ERIC R • 
4 Nuneat on Road, Dagenham, Essex. 

Group 3, 

A number of Dick Turpdms and Claude Duvnls r oquir ed to complet e sets. 
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1E LEAR, JOHN FREDERICK 
79 Tower Ro1:1d, NewquE'y 9 Cornwall. 

Age 38. Groupe 1, 5(Ei11), 2,3 9 7, 8 • 
• 

Built up a coneid er ~ble coll ection in sch ool dEiye. Wee stimulated 
by accounts of th e phenominol one owned by John Me.dcraft Fnd used to h8unt 
bookshops ond stells over El l arg erea near .Ilford. An Eidvert. conc erning 
Coll ectors' Miscelleny in 1948 r e-ar oused his interest and desires to 
coll ect way back to V1:1rn ey th e Vampyre Would partic ularly like to get 
complet e set of Holiday Annuals end Monster Libraries. 

LECI01NBY 2 HEHBERT 
·Tel ephone Exchange , c/ o Centr al Registry, Northern Command, York • 

.i'ige ~9. All Groupe. 

Is always gl ad t o hAve of fers of papers in Groups i, 2, and 3 for 
r esearch purposes • 

.!ViliCHIN, HUBERT 
38 St. Thomes Road, Moor Park, Preston, LAncs. 

Group 5( fl ). 
MART IN, WILLill.lVI 
93 Hillside, Stonebrid -1e Perk, London, N.W.10. 

, Enterprising deoler who due to extensiv e Bdvertising always has the 
popul i:ir pa.pare f or sale . 

MARTIN, THOMAS H. 
37 ,Twinnell Stre et, EDston, Bristol, 5. 

Though no l onger a coll uctor , still t akes a keen int erest, espec~ ally 
in Bll matters concer ni ng Sexton BlBke. 

1' MASON, E.C. 
20 Warrist on G,,1r dens, Edinburgh, 4 . 

Age 48. Groups 2, 1, 5(b) ( o) (c), 6(b), 7. 
Small ccl l ection r 8cently begun, chi efly Hendersons, Young Folks Tales, 

Toles f or Littl e Peopl e , Books f or th e Bairms, Int Grest ed in Bnything 
connected with Rol end Quiz. 

11! lVJ:cCilBE, ROBEHT 
74 .rlllil Str ee t , Dundee , Ane,rus, Scotl and. 

Grouos 5 (all), 6( a11). 
JE McF 1.illIJ!.NE, J il.lVJES 
106 Beith Str eet, Glasgow, W.l. 

Age 47. Groups 5( o) (b) (d) (c), 6( e ) (b), 5( e ). 

Collection consists of Nlegnets 1452-1683, Gems 1450-1663. 101 Schoolboys' 
Own Libs. 44 Sext on Bl oke , 7 Holidoy !umu1.,ls. 
·McCRErEVY, D. 
17 Edward Street, Lurgan, Co . Armegh, N.Ir el ~nd . 

Gruups 5 (oll), 7, 8 (Thomsons). 
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McPHERSON, E • 
80 Benedict Str eut, Gles tonbury. 

l.ge 34. Group 8, 5( a ) (b) '(c) • 

.H8s been coll ecting for m~ny years end now has almost complet e set 
of Nelson Lees . Only numbers r equir ed ere 106 old seri es end o f ew, 
elso old series, b0tween 113 and 150. 

MEDCR.L'iFI', JOHN 
64 Woodland Road, Ilford, Ussex. 

lige 55. Groups 2, l, 3. 

Speci al r equir ements: Henderson's Lot-o-Fun Nos. 1-1 00 (1906/8), 
Wild West, Nugget Libr ory, Aldine J eck Sheppard , Spring-Healed J ck. 
Mognets Nos. 171, 265, 281, 282, 288, 289, 293, 294, 297, ·299. Garn No.641. 

ii MORTIMER, ROBERT . 
115 Walton Road, Eest Molesey, Surr ey. 

~e 48. Grc,up 5( e ) (d) (b). 

St arted coll ecting lVIognets in eEirly days of th e war. Walkin g down· 
Wandsworth High Str ee t spotted en old boy on the . pavement selling se cond
hend books. · .He had ' huge pile of Magnets and B few S .o .L's. Ho sPid 
Magnets were ld. end S. 0 .L's 2d. Much t o his surprise boUesht th e lot. 
Has now about 700 Magnets 8nd f air number of S .O.L 1 s . 

MURTAGH, J. R. 
509 Selwood Road, Hastings, New Zea l 8nd • 

.ti.ge 36. Groups 7, 5 ( all), 6 ( all). 

•ORR, W.S. 
3 HDrtfloldTerrece, Dumbarton, Scotland. 

!.ge 47. Groups 5( e.) (b) (c), 6( ~) , 2, 8 (Boys' Fri end). 

Sp~nt sever al year s in Central Africa ond is now an accountant with 
s firm of Dumbart on shipbuilders. Hon. Tr .~sur er of the C9unty of 
Dumbar ton Boys' Scouts. Also e. keen philot alist. 

J\ O'DONOHUE, PATRICK 
Seaport House, New Ducks, Galway, Ir el Bnd. 

li.ge 33. Groups 8, 7. 

~:..nxious to obt Bin Moye M1:1ea zines, Rengers, Pilots, Bulls eyes , 
Nelson Lees, Buffalo Bi lls, Bl ack Dess , Robin Hood, and qther s i rnil er. 

OSBORN, FR.iN K 
24 Harpur Street, ·Bedf ord. 

· Groups 2, 5(b), 3, 4 , 1, 5(d) ( v ), 6(b) ( o), 

'.vishes to obt ein Beys' Fri 1:1nd 3d . Libs., ear ly Scouts, "Tom Murry's 
Conquest" , Marvels ( ee.rly), Chums bound volumes only Vol. 3 Eind 8, and 
1913-18 inclusiv e . 

P 1\CKM,.i.N, LEON.ABD 
27 .llrchdal e RoDd, East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

Ago 44 . Groups 5(b), 7, 5(c), 6( a ), 5( 1:1) 6(b), 5(d), 3, 2, 5( e). 
Moat anxious to obt ain copy of Union J ock No .1161, "The :Myst ery 

of th e Pf'inted Slipp ers" • 
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lE P.i1.CIG\ffiN, (Mrs.) M. J. 
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwioh, .London, S.E.22 

Groups 5(b), 6( a ), 7. 
Porticularly requires Gems Nos.. 356, 358, 359, 375 and 879, and any 

stories featuring Tal•ot between 700 and 800. 
P.AGE, VINCENT A. 
The Modern School, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey. 

lifSe 13. Group 5 (oll). 
One of the younger generotion who helps t o keep the St. Jims end 

Greyfri ars flags flying. 
P.ARHATT, C. J.AMES 
99, Compton Buildings, Goswell Road, London, E.C.l. 

~ige 33. Groups 5( a ), 1, 6( o), 8 (Thriller), 6( e.). 
P1rn:RS, JOSEPH 
2 Irvin AvGnue, Seltburn-by-Sea, Yorkshire. 

Groups l, 2, 3. 
Helps to keep the hobby of story paper collecting with the 

"Collector's Miscellany. 
PETTING ELL, FH.ti.NK 
Highfield Lodge, Wise Lene, London, N.w.7. 
,, .llg·e 58. Groups 1, 2, 3. 

Still in se~rch of historical stories in id. Marvels, Plucks, 
Union Jacks, and similar papers. , 
PICK, ROBERT 
3 Stonegate Grove , Leeds, 7. 

Age. 50. Group 5(a) (b) (d) (c) (e). 
Would lik e any Gems or Magnets from 1939. Enjoys reeding end would 

be willing to pay for the loan to anyone prep ared to lend who does not 
wish to sell. 

*' POUND (Rev.) A. G. 
St. Paul's Vicarage, 68 Finnemore Road, Birmingham, 9. 

1\ge 47. Groups 5(e) ( a ) (b) (c). 
Clergyman, previously school-teacher, M.A. (Birmingham end OXford). 

Recognises Charles Hrunilton's genius. Recently started coll ecting. 
Desires to obtain complete set of Holiday Annuals, also specimen copies 
of early Magnets, Gems, Plucks, especi ally double (or Christmas) numbers 
cont aining HAmilton st ories. 
J!RIME , BERN.Li.RD 
43 Mayfield Roed, Sandersteed, Surrey. 

1\ge 48. Group 5(a) (b). 
Particularly wBnts Magnets 336 end 337, end Gem 332. Has a great 

affection f or red-covered Mognets · end blue-covered Gems. 
PUCKIUN, THOMhS W. 
16 Willows Road, Middles1r ough, Yorkshire. 

Groups 2, 5(e) (b). (g 3) 



JE RElillER , D • 
141 Hcathfi eld noad, Handsworth, Birmi ngham, 19. 

Groups 5( 11) (b) ( e ) (d), 6(0), 7, 

Coll ecjion consis t s mainly of MAgnets from 1932 onwards, also 
50 S.0.L's, 100 Gems and 10 Holiday .Annuals. Has been coll ecting thre e 
years but had t o disc ontinue thr ough j oi'ning R • .b..F •. , from which he will 
be demobbed February 1950. Then rec o1lllilenc:1:ng civilf an job - advertisi ng .. 
WGuld lik e t o obtain Megnets metw~en 1925 and 1930 •. Als o Det ectiv e 
Weekli es of any date. 

IE REYNOLDS , JOHN E. 
21 Cl egg Str ee t, Eccl es, Manch est er. 

Groups 5( a ) (b), 8 , 6( a ). 

Sports writ er and auth or of Boys' stori es. 
Charl es Hamilt on. 

ROBYNS, JOHN T. (" Robby") 
41 Frier Rood, Bri ghton , 6. 

~ · 
1 Group, ' p( 8) . ( d). 

St aunch admir er of 

PElrt i cul afly t nt oar es t ed in r od-c over ed M1:1gnets And woul d lik e t o 
obtain one entitl ed, "Carri ed Away" and "Down ·on His Luck" No .226. 
Als o Bun~~r Court s eri es in th e Mognets and early S . o·.L 1 s dealin g with 
Greyfri a~.s. 

SATCHELL1 T. G·; 
84 .Ankordin e Cresc ent, '.Voolwich, London, S.E.18. 

li.ge_4~. Group 5(b) ( a ). 

Has a f e.ir ntUDber of blu e-c over ed Gems and red-c over ed Magnets dati ng 
beck t o 1907. All in good condition. Woul d exchange f or similar copi es . 

SHAW,, JOHN ~ . .. 
4 Brunswick PElrk, ·Camberwell, London, S .E.5 • .. 

.Age 31. Groups 5(b) ( a ) ( e ), 6( a ) (b). 

Has n0w a cGmpl et e s et of Holid ay Annuals, and a se t of · Gems which 
is almost cqmplet e . Of MaCT!lets has now only th e first ~ years •. Urgently 
r equir es Gems (n ew seri es) Nos. 16, 22, 43, 74 , 99, 411. Als o Plucks 
.dat ed 1906-10 cont aini ng St. Jims st ori es, and st ori es Pbout Tomsoni o 1 s 
clrcus. -

SHEPHERD z J .AMES 
1 Ath elst an ;Cl ose , Handsworth , Sheffi eld, 9. 

· Group 5( a ) (b). 

P~rticul arly in td r est ed in r ed-c over Megnet s and blu e-c over Gems. 

JE SMITH,. NORM/IN J. 
34 Waincliff e Mount ·, Bees t on, Leed s, 11. 

Group 5( a ) .. ( d) . 
Has f.lt pr esent e smell coll ecti on c·onsisti ng of about 100 Magne ts and 

S.O.L's , but enjoys r eedi ng Greyfri srs yarn s . Is - Anxi ous to obt ain S.O.L's 
numbers 355 , · 310 , 261, 197, 307, 328, 410, 229 and any. Greyfri ers st ori es 
pri or_ t_o 200 • 
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SMITH, HERBERT A. 
13 New Read, Scale, Diss, Norfolk. 

Groups'5(~), 7, 8. 

S IDll.WllY ( Mrs • ) 
The Rise, 84 Wenall Road, Rhiwbina, Cardiff. 

G.r oup 5.. .. 
SIMPSON, CLIVE 
Nidd Ville, 36 Bor oughbri dge Road, Knaresb orough., Yorkshire. 

l~e 33. Groupe 7, 6, 5. 

SNELL, FRANK ·~ 
Rathgar 9 6 Chingswell Street, Bideford, Devon. 

Group 5. 

SMITH, PERCY 
The Stores, Mumby, Nr. Alford, Lines. ·~ 

Ji.ge 48. Groupe 3 (and Henderson's), 5(b) , 7, 5(c). 
. ., 

Wants Henderson's Nugg~tt Library 261 Lion Lil. 5, 6, 107 ll , 20. 
Wil d West 33 numbers in first 100, 36 in s econd 100, 69 in third 100. 
Lu.din e Dick Turpin 77, 138. Newnes Dick Turpin 11 2, 3, 5, 19, 20. 
Aldin u Robin Hood 68. 80, 83, 88. Boys• Fri end 3d Lib. 30, 38, 47 • .. 
Aldine Jack Sheppards 3, 4, 7, 8, 9. Aldine Buffalo Bill Lib. . 
1'.fO numbers between 1 and 240 ( 1900 series), ~ . Marvel Jack, 661D and ' 
Pete tal es, Pluck St. Jime tal es, Wants titl es of Lu.dine Buffalo Bill 
Library (1900 seri es) 172, 173, 220, 221, 222. id, . Gem No,li •. 
~.J!l~ricen Buffa .l o Bill vcekly 1 to 130. 

1' SMITH, JOSEPH 
36 Langham Road , Newcastle-on...JI1yne. 

Gruup 5 ( 2) ( b) ( d ) ( c) ( e ). 

Just started re-collecting after a lapse of a great many years. 
Has et present only a f ew Magnets and Gems. 'iroul d lik e t o have more. 

Ji SOUTHW.AY, ARTHUil JAMES 
P.O. Box 3, Beaconsfi eld, Cepe Province, South Afric a (l ate of Bri ghton). 

1.ge 39. Group 5( d) - collects for rec ord purp oses only, 7, 
5( a ) (b) (c) (e), 6( a ) (e) (c), 3, 4, e. 

Is anxious to obtain all S.O.Libs. in this order : St. Franks, Rookwood 
St. Jims, Greyfriars. Numbers required : St. Franks 4 , 27, 54, 56 and 120. 
R okwood: Any bef : re 182, als 206, 262, 272, 278, 284, 296, 30~, ~~7, 335, 
341, 363, 389. St. Jims: fury before 180, s lso 190, and any between 222 
Emd 293, t1nd betwe en 311 and 383, and 395 and 401. Greyfriars: .:my except 
219, 221, 280, 295 and 298, 

Has swme Nels on Lees and Populars for exchange. Has been in South 
Africa 18 months, and hopes t o make a trip home in 1951 or 1952 • . 

STRYPE 2 THOMAS S • 
21 Cann Hsll noad,~onstone, London, E.11. 

Groups l, 2. ' ' 

Still in search 0£ Henry T. Johnson's "Prid e of th e Ring". 
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SUDDORODGH, ROY WALTER 
27 Milton Str ee t, Higham Ferr era, Northants, 

.uge 31'. Group 5 ( all) , 6, 7, 8 . 

SUT1:I:ERL..JID, PEAU,D 
3930 W. 35th Avenue , Vancouver, B.C ., CanPde • 

.Age 47. Group 5(b) ( a ), 3. 
Still l ooking for C,hums Annuals pri or t o 1899, Scout Annua1s nrior 

to 1911. S ekin g various Gema and Magnets, mainly f or years prior t o 1920. 

THOMPSON, GORDON 
85 Deer park Road , Belfast, North ern Irel and . 

Age 34, GrouP.s 7, 5( a) ( d ) (b), 6( a ), 5( e ), 6(b) (o). 

luuciuus t o obt ain Boys' Fri end Lib. St. Fr anks st nri es and. e f ew odd 
Nelson Lee Libreries. Has about '700 Magnets and 600 Nels on Lees, 

Ji TRAYNOR, J, RICrL\IID 
BCM/Adventures, London, W.C.l • 

. ti.ee 42. Groups 7, 5( a ), 6(b') (c). 

illlXious t o obtain Nels on Lees 1-120 ( ol d s eri es), Si dney Drew's 
Ferr era Lor d st ori es. Mognets 1908-24, School Fri end (1919) 1-52. 
Boys' Maeezine (1922) 1-50, 

New coll ect or, All tr eflsured boyhood f avourit es de str oyod in 1940 
blitz. Help an obt aining o1d numbers or complet e sets of above groa tly 
appreciated . ' ' 

* Wl'i.LL, WILLIAM no:aERT 
26 Chas e Road , Old Southgat e , London, N,14, 

Age 37, Gr-:iups 5( a ) (b) ( ~) ( d ), 

Is pa rticul arly int er est ed in Holi day Annuals and h as almost a full 
coll ecti on. Has a particular vr ef er enc e f or St . Jims. Consid ers the 
charoct crs 'more lif 8-lik 8 , Woul d lik e t o obt ai n the barring -out series, 
ceus ecl by Tom Merry bei ne accus ed of th eft. 

WALKEm, PErER A. 
Chelsea Hous e , Wick, Brist ol. 

Group 5 ( 8) ( b) ( d) ( c) ( e ) • 

WAINE, GIID"VILLE T , 
6 Burnham Hoad , Westc ott, Nr. Ji.ylesbury, 

lige 46, Groups 5, 6, 7, 8. 

Is always open t u buy Duubl e Numbers of any pc~er, 

Ji WALLIS., CLIFFORD it. 
64 Oakwoou Park Road , Sout hga t e , London, N.1 4 , 

Age 29, Groups 5( a ) (b), 7, B, 5(c) • 

.Anxious t o obt oin, or l oon, f ellowin g ea rly MBgnets, Gems end Modern 
Boys• Megnets: .'.Hl prior t o.-1931; .Gem~ bef or e 1933; Modern Boys bef or e 
1934. 
WAIBH,· JAMES 
345 Stanl ey Road, Kirkd el e , Liberp 0ol, 20. 

Age 40 . Gr·)UpS 5( 8 ) ( d ). 
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W~STON, GEORGE NEVILLE 
"Holmwood", 25 Combert on Road, Short Heath, Kidderminster. 

Ii.ge 48. Group: .Any containin e boxi ng items. 

Particularly interested in the Marvel Tom Sayers st ories. 

WHITMOH.E2 IAN 
3 Scuth Bank Lodge , Surbit on, Surrey. 

Jige i5. Grc;,up 5( 8) (b) (e ') (c). 

Has a cullection of 650 b(•oks, half of which are Magnets.. Not bad 
f ore boy of 15. Magnets r equired: Nos. 520, 1096, 1099. Also-Gem 916. 

WHITEn , BENJ.,Jv!IN GJ~OHGE 
706 . Lordship Lane , Wood Green, L·mdon, N.22. 

J.i.g0 44. Gruups 5(a .) (b) (c), 6( a ) (b), 7, 3, 4, 5(a) (e), · 8. 

WHITER, HOBT II. 
706 Lurdshi p Lane , Wood Green, Lvndon, N.22. 

1.ge 25. 5( 13) (b) (c) (e), ~' 8, 6(a)' . (b) :(c). 
ir, WILSON, HOBERT 
100 Broomfi eld R0ad, Glas gow, N. • I 

l.i/3e over 50. Group 5( a ) (b) (a) ( e ). 

This cull ect 0r is a very tusy medical practitioner in the heart of 
industri al Glas gow. He sterted his coll8cti un in March ~949 and by jul.y 
had 5ot t ogeth er 650 Moenets, between 1000 1md 1683, Gems 1220 t o 1663, 
~md ell uf 1917. 200 S .o .Libs. end 20 H1.. lid ey Iumu1:1ls. Al t ogeth er a 
no-t;abl e vchi 0vement. 

WHOHWELL, RICHlll:D 
29 11.snin den Road , Rotherhi th o, London , S .E .16 • 

• ·1.e 51. Grvups 5( a ) (b) (c) (d ), 2, 3, 6( 1J) (b) ·, 7. 

Int er est ou particularly in oerly Gems and Madllets. 

WINDOVER, EILEEN 
55 Avondale Road , Gurl est on- on-Sea, Gt. YE1r mouth, Norf olk. 

i 'lcle 2•. Gr·JUp 9. 

':rente d any copies of School girls Own ( 2d .), School ;irls I Own Libr ari Ga 
( 4d.), The Schoolgirl, end School Fri end. Als rJ th e School girl I s Own 
Annual, and 1-13 of th e C0ll oct or's Diee st. · 

WOOD, JOHN PETER • ' 
"Nostew", St ockt on Lene, York. 

,,g 0 35 . Groups 7, 5(8) (b) ( d ), 6(b) (a). 

Requir0s Must Nelson Lee Librari es (ol d s eri es) between Nos . 2 ·and 142 
inclusiv e . Then nos. 149, 151, 153, 173, 175, 119, 239·, 249, 266, 294, 3l e , 
316, 324, 328, 329, 337, 348, 403, 406, 427, 437, 479, 490, 494, 525, 541, 
542 9 560, 563' 566 • I 

1st nGW. series ·21, 28, 32, 33, 40, 45, 46, 54, 159. 
H8s ols o B number of duplic Bt es, ~11 series f or immediete sele. 

Als o numbers of th e Gem, Popul ar, Monster end Schoolboy' s Own Library • . 
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WRIGHI', CHARLES 
12 Ashburnham Place, Greenwich, London, S~E.10. 

Age 44, Groups 5( a ) (b) (c), 7, 3, 2. 

H WRIGin1, OLIVE . 
l2 Ashburnham Plac e , Greenwich, London, S.E.10. 

. ll{5e 39. Group 6( a ) (b )·: · . 
. . 

Started coll ecting recently and hed in Au.eust (1949) sbout 85 Sext on 
. Bloke Librari'es and 52 Union J E>cks. 

K GODFREY, SIDNEY, 
3, Winohfield Cl-ose, Kentont · Middlesex . 

. Jige 39. Grou-ps 5(c) (aJ (b), 7. 5(d) ( e). 

HOOPER, H.R. ( 4dd, Page 89), 
Group ·S. (Thriller Library). 

1mx:Loua to obtain Thriller Li bra.ries by G. H. Teed and 
George EvEU).s, also S.0.L's. 267, 286, 334, or any previous to 
225, G-rey'triars only. S. B. No. 271 , 272 ; 287 , 615. 

' 
MoGREEVY a IM D. ( dd 9 _PRge 91) • 

Spec . 1 · W~nts. Nelson Lees (ld New Series) , 48-50 ; Boy~ 
Friend I&.br~ry (2nd Series), Nos . 580 , 583, 624 nnd 651. Hot
spurs 1936-4 o. 1 

-THE END -

HOME .:. GALL, EDWARD R: 

In 61'1 prob.ability the son of H.B.Home-Ga.11, who, as 
Reginald ~vray, was a prolific writer of boys s tories 50 yea.rs 
ago. The, son evidently follows in the footst0ps ·of the 
father, for he claims to hav e writt en 25 ,00 0,00 0 words y some 
of them undor th e pen-names Edwin ~e, nnd Rupert HEJ.11; fls 
th0 l~tter wrote th e o~rly Colwyn Dane stori GS in tho Chnmpion. 
Some of his best stories vwre: "The Country of No Esce.pc" 
(Triumph); "The Cara.vfl.n Rovers" (Chnmpion) ; nnd th o "Ma d 
Oarew" stories (Triumph) . Recently hns wri tt on many stori es 
fo'r tho Boys Ffl.vouri to (Pnnm.uro Publiontions). 

JOHNS, W ... E: 

Born ,Hertford, 1893. Served in Cavalry and R.A.F. Created 
the very popUlAr Biggles whose flying adventures appeared in 
the Modern Boy· and Boys Friend Libr~ry before the war. Now 
writes about the srune charncter for Oxford Universi~y Press 
nnd Hodder ruid Strcrnghton. Lives in Scotlnnd nnd is one of 
the best preaent~day writers for boys . 
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• 
Being a report of e cert ain Winter afternoon's happenings 
behind the door of Blake's house in Baker Street. · The 
title of this f eature has been borrowed from the pre-wer . 
Sexton Blake Library Editorial chat, with apologies to 
the ~JI1elgE1mated Press. 

Dy H. M. Bond 

Sexton Bl ake, the eminent Bv.ker Street criminolo gist, carefully filled 
his f avourite brier, lit it withe spill, and settl en comfortebly in hie 
saddl e-beg chair. 

"Do you know, Tinker," he sai d reflectively, "I have been thinking about 
all these people who have been writing up our cases, end I em of the opinion 
th ot they have made e very complex persoMlity of me." 

Tinker l ooked up from the thriller he was r eeoing end grinned. 
"Bit of a chlmge for you, guv'," he replied, "this is the first time I 

havu hear d -you speak of our publicity hounds." 
Blake looked et him keenly, end then his glance wenaere d to the novel 

in his assistant's hand. 
"lVbybe so," he soid, "but elthCJugh I hav e not re ed all my recorded cesee 

as written by my chronicl ers, I am willing to bet that in me~ of them I have 
been just os much of e super sleuth es the chap in that blood end thunder 
you have there." 

''Vi/ell," replie d Tinker, "this 'bloo d' PS you cl:111 it happens to be the 
let det by .Agatha Christie, and ti jolly good j ob she has ma,l e of it." 

' ".Ah, Hercule Poirot eh?" questioned Blak o , removing his pipe from hie 
·routh and l ooking interested. "I have reed o lot ebout that fellow, in 
feet I think th e authoress hes ·rgot something th ere' t o quote e modern 
idiom." 

"Well, of cours e , all th es e fictional 1 tecs are e bit on the wonderful 
si de when it comes to tr acki ng down the guilty," r omerked Tinker, "and in 
any case, from II\Y experience I no not think Elny of thum would last five 
minutes in this reel world of crime." 

Blil.k:e looke d thoughtful. 
"The trouble with MY chroniclers is that they make me more of a world 

treveller thane deteotiv e ," he aei d , relighting hie pipe. "Alth ough I em 
very grateful to one of our ol d fri ends in perticulsr f qr describing some 
of my f oreign cases very vivi dly." 

"Who wee that, governor7 11 asked Tinker. 
"Geor ge Hamil ton Teed ," replie d Bleke. "I have a bound volume of the 

cases he recor ded for a paper -.celled 'The Union Jeck' about here somewhere, 
and it is about the only volume of II\Y edventures thet I he.ve turned t o 
r egularly." 

"Oh yes, I remember Mr. Teed very well," sed d Ti nker, "he• wee a grest 
tr aveller himself, wasn't he? I doubt if there could have •een e better 
chap to heve tackled th e recordingeof our tussl es with Prince Wu Ling, as 
ho was an euthority on the Chin8se charecter." 

"He oertsinly made a good job of that adventure we hs d in 1926," agreed 
th e detectiv e , "I particularly liked his descriptions of that monestery 
where we first sew the Eldvanced television. Do you remember it? He celled 
it 'Tb e Temple of Many Visions.'" 
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"I'll say I do ," grinn ed Tink er, "I els o r Eicell enoth er story he 
base d on th at narrow escE1pe I ha.d fr om th e dr Eigon. 11 

Blak e l aughed . 
''Yes, young' un," he sai d , "that wss A nesr thin f or you." 
Tinker dr opped his book t o hie knees and st ar ed into the fire. The 

wind howled about th e chimneys of the Baker Str eet hous e and roer ed down 
th e flu e . A spstt er of r ain ·sounded on th e windows. It often happened 
that he end Bl ake woul d st art discussi ng ol d tim es end it was on tn ese 
oocaeions th at he re ally underst ood what he owed t o th e detective,' 'f or on 
th e ooossi on which th ey were th en t alking of, it was due entirely to Blake's 
r esouroef'ul.n ess that he owedhis life, end eimil ar -inetancea on many oooaeione 
since cr owded int o hie mind. · 

Bl ake spoke again. · 
"Mr. Teed made Et good j ob of your first l ove F.tff air t oo," he sai d with 

a. smil e . 
Tink er look ed up and si ghed . 
"You,..mea.n - Nirv ana ," he [ISked qui etly, 
"Wh els e?" sai d Blake, "which remin ds me of rey ol d friend Yvonne .'' 
This ~emark made Tink er smil e t oo. 
"''F~i end ' is ns good a w::,r d as any, I suppose ," he lRughed , "s ome frien d 

she wee t oo .... ~ wor d, guv' - I nearly l ost you th er e - r emember?" 
Blake thr ew a cushi on at his [lssist Ant with unerri ng aim. 
111~ own f ault, I suppos e ," he excl aimed, "I esked for it," · 
Removi ng 'th e off endi ng cushion fr om his head Tink er gs sped. 
''You have had some near squeeke in th e past th ough," he joke c1, "I oan 

r ecall a prop er bevy of beautiful d~nes in your pflst lif e ." 
Blek e ?10(1 dad . 

• 11Yes," he s ei d , "but l ook et th e self contr ol I us etl ." 
"That's -what YOU say," gr inn ed Tink er, "nnd we only have th e au1>hor's 

wor ds f or it , · or at l ee.et th e or din ary re ader of your adventures hes," 
· "Let's ohange th e eubj eot," suggeste d h_is m1:1st er, "I WE!B et erti ng to 

t alk of my biogr aphers, not~ l ove eff eire." 
110 .K." sai d Tink er disrespeotfully, "but I guess it will be a j ob for 

you t o f or get Yvonne , Roxe.ne , Olga, Jun e- and All th e r est of th e gl amorous 
bend •" · · 

Blake sniff ed And changed t he subj eot hi mself. 
"TDktl Lewis J ackson," he sai d, "he di d El good job of describi ng our 

meetings with th e 'Mummer.'" 
Tink ~r'e f ace t ook on a mor e s erious expression. 
"I run still baff"lad es r egar ds that f ell ow Kestrel," continu ed th e 

det ective, knocking hie pip e out on th e hearth and r eaching for hi s t obeooo 
bowl. "I am not et all sure th at we have hear d th e l ast of him." 

"Our fi ghts with hi m were very unusu al," r elllark ed Tinker. "I wonder 
what hAs become of all his foll owers, particul arly his irl fri end Fif ett e 
Bi erce." 

"She must be nc!'lri ng fifty by now," obj ect ed Bh ke , "s o I doubt if he 
still has h(:lr by his si de , al th ough of c urs o she we.a l1lmost os uru.ch a 
pastm~st e'.r at th e Elrt of disguis e as he' wfls." ·-

"I like d th e write-up Mr. J E1ckeon di d about your br oth er Nigel," 
r efl ect ed Tink er. 



"That epis ode is best f or gotten," answer ed Bl ake qui etly, "al.th ough 
I agr ee tha .t it was an excell ent att empt to give th e r eal st ory of ,Iey' 
skelet on in the cupboar d .'" 

"Your early days er e not so well covere d , ere they?" a.eked Tink er, 
"I don't r ecall any stories of your .adventures which have a beari ng on the 
very first cases you had El hDnd in." 

The detectiv e exhal ed El thick clou d of tobacc o .smoke . 
"Oh ;yes," he exclaime d, "th ere were onoe sev eral st ories which told 

of Iey' youthful days. Cecil Hayter was one of the first to tell of th ese. 
Do you r emember him, Tinker?" 

"I r emember him for his masterly handling of the Lobengu end 1Spots 1 

los ely effeirs' , "r epli ed. his assistant. "And ·oh yes - of course - he 
wrote thos e stori es about your days et Oxford , didn't he'?" 

"Yes," sai d Blake , "and he was also one of the first to mention my 
f ath er." 

Tink er l ooked int er est ed . 
"I' d lik e to hear ebout those," he exclaimed. 
"You can re ed •em up one dBy, 11 answered Bl ake , "but I will say that 

only Hayt er tol d th e worl d that my f ather, Berkeley Bleke, was ectu e1ly 
quite a well known sur geon. It is a faot that dad had a world reput ation. 
Not marry peopl e er e eware of the struggle he hed to keep the seoret of .e. 
rath er r evolutionary formul e out of the hands of a villein called Fr enooie. 
Unfortun at ely, his .r eputlilti on was l'\Uned by a pl 3nned scan dal organised by 
Freno oie end fin ally he lost his life trying to save the formul a~ 

Tink er l ooked very int erested. 
"You mean th at this f ell ow Francois," he sai d , "mur dere d yo:ur f a.thar?" 

, "Yes," r epli ed Blake , "end Mother too. I was saved by a miracle." 
"Well, th ank goodness for the .t, aeywey." excl aimed Tinked with r elief. 
"Yes," sai d Blake ogain, "it wee entirely due t o th e faithfulness of 

dad 1s best fri end th ~t I sµrvive d . He was a Dr. Lanchest or. I regrot to 
say, however, th at he too was murdere d by Francois soma tim e l ater. Many' 
years l at er, in f eat. As a matt er of fact, I owe a lot to Dr. Lenchest er. 
He t aught me more of the medic al profession than I l eorne d elsewh ere. I 
think it was thro ugh him th at I succeeded in getting my M.D." 

"Gosh," excl aimed Tink er, "you must have had en exciting lif e when 
you were young, governor." 

".ti.gr eed ," sai d Blake , "but no more exciti ng than of r ecent years. 
"Did you go t o CEimbridge7" asked Tinker, "I s eem to r emember one author 

saying that you did." 
"Nu," sai d Blake , "I didn't go to C~mbridge , I went to OXfor d . Hayter 

was ri ght , th e other author wee just making up. Not that it matt ers a. 
jot r eally." 

"I th ought you woul d not go to both of I em," s~i d Tinker, "That would 
be aski ng t oo much." 

"I went t o a school call ed St. Annes first of Bll," sai d Blake, "and 
th en fini shed ~ education at Oxford . It was th er e th at I met 'Spots• 
Losely, you lmow." 

"I've hear d mention of it fr om Sir Rioherd himself , " Eissente d Tinker. 
"By the say, govern or - what nickname di d yuu have C't sch ool? I mean the 
name Sext on r eth er asks f or e nickname , doesn't it?" 

Blak e l aughed heartily, 
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"Well, I su pos e it shoul d, rea.lly , " he said, "but I wos not celled 
'Sexy' if thet is what you meElnt" 

It was Tinker' s turn t o l.Bugh. · 
· "I couldn 1 t · think of e more unsui tabla name for you, guv. '" he grinned 

"but Mr. J ackson rather gave the game EJWey in that seriea of stories a.bout 
your •1:other. 11 

• 

"Yes," agreed Blake , "it we.s not until th ey flppel'lred tht-it 1t beol'lme 
generally known that m:, nerpe ia really .Anthony Bleke," 

"Oh, oh, .Antonio," chante d Tink er, And duck ed as enother wshion 
whizzed from th' e direction of his mast er's chair. 

"Disr esp ectful young r F.Joo·al," exclaimed Blake. 
Tap, tap. 
Furth er die ·cussion was int errupted by P gentl 8 knock on the ei ttlng

r oom door. 
"Come in; 11 cell ed Bl eke, · r ea rra nging his cush ions while Tink er 

strai ght ened his neckti e . 
lVJrs. Bardell sfti.led i.nto the room pr ecariously bale.noing a l.ar ge t:Pay 

upon which a pot of ·t ea f;llli l. e Ji sh of butt ered scon es rested. 
"Thanks, Mrs. B," excl aimed th e detective as th e buxom housekeeper 

lai d the tr ay on th e occssional table by the sid 0 of his ohe.ir, "I OEln 
just do with a good cup of the stuff thflt cheers.,, 

Mrs. Bard ell strei ght en ed up. 
"I 'opes os 1ow th ')m there scon es 1ull melt in yer mouth," she said. 

"That th e:c.e. baker .f ello w 1 as a bed 1abit of l eevin' st al e stuff 'ere 
let ely, -the v.ermint." 

"Well, I s ee th ey ere toast ed ," lElughed Blake , "So I don•t suppose 
we will be t oo much effected if th ey are st a le." 

"Huh," .snorted hie housek eeper, "I wishes I coul d make •em meself ,' 
sir. I don't know 11het th e world is ei-coming to. Wish I could get 'old . 
of 1•thet bloke Strachey I'd ..:------". 

"Hush," a Bid Blak e , "no h1:1rsh words now, JJTrs. B. .Anrl no poli tios 
now llLEAfiE t'~ . 

"Huh," sn orte d Mrs. Berdell aga in, "I often wonce rs wha.t rcy Berde ll 
woulcl have sai d about this blinking-----". 

· .• , "Read any goo.a books lately?" chimed in Tink er. "Her e 's 1:1 good 
thriller, Mrs. B." 

He hended ·h~r th e copy of "Crooke d Hous e" by .L\gEitha Christie. 
She l 0oke d at the cov~r disd ainfully. 
'Wbi-oh I .oEills it 1:1 waste of ti me t o re ad such trip e ," she said. 

"Better if you edd ic ated yers elf, rcy young f ell er." 
Tink er grinned EIS he caught the book which th e housekeeper praotioe.lly 

threw a.t him es sh e 19talked out, of the ro om . 
• 110.K. Mrs. B," he c all ed after her, "or der me e copy of 'Th e Knockout• 

every week, ·will you?" .. 
The only r eply was anoth er snort and a closi ng door. 
"Same ol d Mrs B." grinne d Ti:glter, ;•no -sense of humour." 
"You should not ·tense her," r emonstra~ ed Blake-, "sh e is e del.'lr old 

soul and is worth her wei ght in gold .despi:te all her funny ways." 
"Which r eminds me that she does not get rnuoh ett ention from the 

modern authors," r emarked Tinker, skilfully turni ng th e subject. 
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".Agreed," said Blake, pouring himself a cup of tee, "end neither 
does poor old Pedro." 

At the mention of his name the great bloodhound ' lifted his head . and 
looked a.t his Master· Dolefully. He' •was-· sprawled on the rug in front of 
the fire. It was a dog's life indeed, his doggy mind thought. Nobody 
wanted the services of a mere bloodhound in these deys of scientifio ~ 
deduction. 

"Which r eminds me of those fine stories of our adventures by Alle.n 
Blair," remarked Tinker. 

".Ah, now you ARE talking ," exclsimed Blake. "He certainly did give 
poor old Pedro his due. He had a fin e style too." 

"Brilli snt, 11 agr eed Tinker. "Wish he were with us to-day." 
Silence ensued for some minutes as the famous pair disposed to the 

pile of buttered scones vnd the pot of freshly brewed tee. 
Ae the last slice slid down Tinker's thro a.t, he continued: 
"What about Anthony Persons?" 
"A lot about that gentlemen," remarked Blake. "He has done a fine 

job of work describing our adventures in Indi a , I mw,t eey. But in the 
past I em rather sorry to note that he dwells moTe upon my effaire with 
the 'brass hate' than with the lower classes." 

·~Oh yea, that is manifestly the case," Tinker ·said, stressing one of 
lVJr. Parsons' favourite words. 

Blake frowned. 
~ "Don I t be quite so rude, young men," he said. "Mr. Pare one is a ·first 

class author, in feet I like him es good as any of the present day 
ohronich irs. 

' Tink er looked more serious • 
"Only my joke," he answered, "I couldn't resist that one." 
Blak e seemed to have feiled to hear, end went oni 
"I must remember to pop in and have e ohet with him when I am1down 

Hove wey. 11 

"Good idea, 11 assented his assietrmt, "p0rheps we could persue.do him 
to adopt some of our friend Mr. Bond's ideas, eh?' 

"lVlaybe," agreed Bl Dke, "which r eminds me, I haven't heard of thst 
young mon of late, in fact I think th e last time wes lest Christmee when 
we had th ~t extrsordinery party here." 

"Oh yes," exclaimed Tinker, "when we had deflr old •splash' Page with 
us 1:1gein. Wonder where HE has popped off to now." 

"I beli e-.re he is down in Australia now," r eplied Blake, "workfng for 
." Sydney newspaper, I think." 

"Good for him. 11 

"Yes, he ' 11 make good wherever he goes - what energy the men has '•" 
"Wcmder what sort of Christmas we'll hElve this yea r," said Tinker 

changin g th e subject again. 11Not so exciting es lAst year, I'll bet. 11 

11Might be exciting yet," seid Bl ake, "although I have no plane as yet 
we might be land ed in? seesoneble myst ery - who knowsT' 

"Personally I'd lik e o nic o quiet time by the fire," said Tink er. 
"We might ask one or two here l1n d have a nice old-fashioned time. Whet 
do you say, guv 1 ?11 
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"Well, we might make e stfJrt to arrf1nge things I'll ogree, " Elnswered 
Bloke. "How about it if we f'Bk old Couttsy Bnd his missus, Vonn~r, 
Belford and a few of the oth er Ycrd men - plus fri end Bond and a f ew of 
his hobby friends?" 

"I I d lik e to meet some of the lads of that cl1:in," agreed his assistant. 
"th at fellow Dolphin, for instrmce, and Hl=irry Hornor, Wilfred DEirwin, 
Walter Webb :end others." 

"They certoimly work bard on our behalf," s ai d Bloke . 110 .i{., we' 11 
invit e 1 em ell here. It's a good ide a , young 1un. And oh, by th e way., 
I think I'll invite Mr. E . S. Brooks and our partner in •rime fi ghting 
Nelson Lee and his ossist ant Nipper. How about that?" . 

"Good egg," exclaimed Tinker enthusi estic ally. "Whizzo idee, guv. 1 " 

"I'd like Lee to meet Brooks for old times s eke ," said Bl oke mis
chi evously, "it might make the latter forg et about 1066 and all th f1t, to 
say nothing of Joy. 

"And if we coul d only l ay bends on WElldo," enthused Tink er. 
"Well, we might get him et that," add Bl1;1ke, "it is on th e cards thAt 

Waldo is always very ne ar Norman Conquest ond Mr. Brooks might be Abl e to 
rop e him in as well." 

And so the two went on - pl anning Another Christm as party th at 
promised to be full of cheer end happiness • . Full of fri endship and good 
will. We sh 11 not • e ebl e to giv e you r eade rs of the C .D .Annual e picture 
of this yoar•s aff air until 1950 has dawned. So wotch th e pages of th~ 
C.D. monthly end you might be i~trigu ed tt 

Author's Note: Tht.; Bbove f 1mt asy has boon written with th e 
object of trying to brin g th e old Blak e atmosphere back to lif e . ' 
It is sadly missing fro m curr ent Blake material, as you all know, 
and we can only rely on th e past for th at pGrsonal Pnd fri endly 
touch th at mode Sexton Bl ske the popul or choroct er of this contury. 
Some .of th o raetorfol use d mey be recognise d by v, rious members of 
our circl e to whom I off er my th anks for information supplied. 
I must also ask th e in dul gence of those well known persons 
mentioned and hope that the whole effort will be taken in the 
spirit in which it was written . 

H.M.B. 

WANTED: Magnets Nos.l to 6, 90, 100, 106, 110, 164, 207, 
217, 263, 264, 266, 273, 283, 288, 308, 309, 512, 334, 343, 
377, 382, 393, 411, 413, 417, 429, 432, 439, 448, 449, 648, 
664, 668, 672, 775, 880, 938, 941, 942, 943, 948, 955, 973, 
974, 975, 992, 1064, 1069, 1074. Condition - good enough 
for binding desired ·. Would tflke volumes or short runs t o 
obtflin wruitod numbers. Wm. Ho Gnndor , P.O . Box 60, Trruis
oonfl, Mroii to bn, . CruiA'df\.. 

J1dvertisEJ in the C. D. 
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. I 

TWENTY QUESTIONS 

Devised by Rex Dolphin · 

(Solutions on l aat page of the .Annual) 

How well do you know your coll ection? 

1, Usual nwnber of pages in U.J. (Date 1922 onwards) 
2. Usual humb~r of pag~e in D .w. 
3, Approximete -siz e of -q.J. page. 

4, Approximate siz e of D.W. page. 
5, Centre-p age f eatur e of U.J, 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9, 

in 1921. 
1923 
1926 
1928 
1930 

10, Date in l920'e when authors' names first given. ., 
11, First author so named, 
., 
12, Last number of U.J. end ~uthor. 

13, Approximat e story-l ength of curr ent S.B.L. 

14, "Bedge" on S .B .L. in 1933 
15. Date of commencement of S.B.L. 2nd Series, 

16, Titl e of S.B.L. lat Series No. 1. 

... _ 

17, In 1929, wher e did U.J. st ories start? Insid e cover or page 3? 
18, Sub-titl e of U.J. in 1925, 

19, First eori al in D.W. 

20. Whioh pr eaent-doy author woe writing bef ore 1920? 

CRYPrIC CH.11.RACTERS 

1) RAMIS 
-r 

2) Q 3) P• 4) Y V 
NE 

5) 7 ie 
£1,000,000 

W.I\NTED: Magnet Nos. 1002, 1003 , 1005 , 1006 , 1038 , 1040, 1046, 
1054, 1066, 1084, 1089 , 1123, 1124 , 1125, ·1144 ~ 1147 , 1150, 
1153 , 1154 , 1156, 1157 , 1158 , 1168 , 1169 , 1176 , 1177 . 
W.L.BrRnton , 63 , Thoresby Street , Hull. 
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THE Mi\GIC CIRCLE 

How mony Bloke-nPmes oan you find? 

I " 

FIND THE AUTHOR - BY NUMBERS 

A well-loved Blake author is hiding below. Spot him by tabulating 
the phr ases in corr ect order. (Re-write the first nine letters only of . 
each phrase, end a logical process will rev eal him. 

Say how many black cats there were in E. S. Brooks' Eustace story • . 

Cynos had this number of sons. 

Give Mr. Armitege his Secret Service Number. 

~ Council's m~mbership. 

A millionaire in e Plummer story. 

A weekly f east would cost only --d. 

A fine Ferraro story fe at ured~ Buffalo Bills. 

The favourite~ who wrote the Proud Trem Series. 

Skene wrote of the man in this position. 

WANTED URGENTLY:· Your price paid. Gems 819, 878, 879, 946. 
Can any Fell ow Collector obli 'ge? Leonttrd Pa ck.man, . 27, Arch- · 
dale Road, East Dulwioh, London , S.E.22. 

Adver tise in the C.D. 
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SEXTON BLAKE CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 

Across 

1. Parson's Pride. 
3. Rather a rascally Prince then 
e princely reseal. 
4. French fri end from the Greek. 
7. This one's vegeteble, but Evans 
made it cormnit e crime. (9,4) 
11. This name fitted both Hardy 
and Jones. 
12. One-third of a Perediee Bird. 
13. Whither Blake has fallowed 
mall¥ a Teutonic crook. 
14. Used by authors. 
16. Centre .of my Bl ake collection 
(2,3) 
17. Crook No.l - mid~le name. 
22. This servant hes more thane 
yellow streak. 
23. "Down oeme e bleokbird,1.1 seid 
F. A. Symonds. 
24. Description of ma~ a U.J. 
story. 
25. Put 26 in the s·outh East to find 22'e creator. 
27. First Blake author (Christian neme). 
29.' Armchair Detective's initials. , · 
30. Its pages carried e Splash. 
31. Subtract the unknown quantity to find Sexton's alias. 

~ 
1. Fremlin, th e winner. 
2. Taylor's lost hie tail end beoome female • 
.3. ve.poury charact er. 
4. June's lost her head. 
5. Add "Presa". 
6. Cane Voodoo Quoen have e "Christien" name? 
8. Paul Cynos had. 
9. He ins pec~ed for G.H.T. 
10. Ho.neon, not very loud. 
14. R.S.V.P. 
15. Initi ally, Murrey was Drew. 
16. Not very well-known Osborne character - but e iog shows the way. 
18. Auth9r of most S.B. stories till 1929? 
19, Pierr e , having lost an E, is more meture. 
20. Ten years of Blake. 
21, Sexton's one-time rival. 
26. Brookes, th e artist, is short. 
28. Initials of 25. 
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Some recolh lctions of the old "Union Jack" written by 

Wilfred Darwen 

.A few yee;re before the wer I spent a brief but enjoyable holi day in 
London. Being e devotee 'of Sexton Bleke it wee only natural th ot on the 
first day of ray visit m:, feet should turn t owards the one spot in all the 
world most closely connected with the greet men himself, Baker Street. AB 
I st ood on the pavement of that very busy th oroughfere end glenc ed along 
the row of large end substantial houses, I thought of ell the stories I hrd 
read connected with, end written Eiround, its f amous resident. 

I studied eech front door sep orately. I even glanced et th e basement 
windows, pElrhE'pa hoping in th e beck of m:, mind t o s ee the round, good-humour d 
face of Mrs. Bardell. 

1'18n;y1 unacquai nted with the lure of Sexton Blake, might smil e et m:, 
int erest in e person who never actually existed outside th e oovers of a, 
story peper. Neva»theless, on thet dey I s~~isfied P. burning . curi osity 
t o see f or rcyself th e str eet th at, above oll others, meant so much to me. 

Nf¥ int e~est in this gr et fictional oha.reot er began ot en impression
able age. I oennot say for certain how old I WP.S when, I first discovered 
Sexton Blake,'but ~ know th at I had already met oth er detectives lees 
gifted. Dixon Brett end Tubby Haig ware two th et int er est ed me for a tim e. 
Ee~li er than this I had been r eeding the exploits of Folcon Swift in the 
"Boys• Megezine". I still have a sentimental int erest in this paper, end 
during th e l as t f ew years have b0en collecting copi es. , 

Actuclly th e first Sext on Blake story I r eod was in "The Union Jack" 
No. 1131, entitled "The Peuper of Pengarth Cvstl e". I have a hezy r ecoll eo 
tion of oth ers bef ore this, b~t em uncertain of the titles. The yarn I 
hEtve mentioned fe atured Waldo th e Wonder Man. 

With oharacteristio insolence this fescin ~ting character presents him
self bef ore Lord. Pengerth under the borr owed nomt:1 of 11S0xt on Blake". The 
story had a sequel which app~ared the foll owing week in U.J. No. 1132 
entitled "The Curse of Pengerth Castle". Both st ori es were fld.mirsbly 
illustr ated by Arthur Jones. 

' 
The green ond black cover of the second yarn was one of the most 

striking ond original I have ever seen on the front of . the ol d U.J. 

Delving e littl e deeper into rcy Sexton Blake r eminiscences, the next 
st ory I o~n remember cle srly was 8 George Marsden Plummer yarn. I have 
reed this particular thriller several time~, and always with the keenest 
enjoyment. It cast the not orious orimin vl in his very familiar and colour
ful role of "The Hawk of th e Peek". The th~me of· the story, a t opic Bl one 
at that time, was the Arab war in Morocco. Thia w~s in U.J. No. 1141 and 
was called "The Kidnapped · Correspondent". · 

In course of time I reed many-other tr evol yPrns, being particula .rly 
thrilled by Robert Murray's Coufede ;ration series. This , nutho1·1 ohose 

• •• •• - •• • •, • • •' • ..41, 
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. 
J iff erent · backgr ounds t o G. H. Teed, being cont ent t o settl e _down in 
South 1-uneric a or th e r emote islan ds of th e Sc,uth Atlantic Ocel"n, ·Her e , 
in on et mosph 8r o of ste aming tr opic al jungl e end enci ont Inc e citi es he 
gave me man;y D thrilling hour's r ending, 

Typic al specimens of th e whole seri es Br e U ,J. :rfo .1138 "Int o The 
Unknown", 1137 "The Yell ow City" f'nd 1154 "Buri ed Aliv e". Th,Jse yarns 
di d not f oll ow any r egul Pr cours e but oppeAr ed· Dt int erv Bls of ev.ery t wo 
or thr ee"\veeks, Between one st ory E1nd th t.J next ot~ er U ,J. char act ers · 
had e mur e or l ess regul ar apper.r ence. One week a z~nith yarn, Plummer 
0r Rymer th e next, end fin Ally beck t o th e Conf eder Bti on. In this way 
Bll t est es wer e cvt er ed f or ond everyon e wr.s s atisfied • . 

11:port fr om th e tr Avel yerns I els o re ad mPny str aight dotective 
st ori es, One c·r two were exc eption s lly good end cert ainly desezye some 
mention. U.J. No.1143, "The Grea t Wexworks Myst ery" w .s writt en by'

1 

popul or Gwyn Evrns. Most of th e acti on of this ·st ory vros cent er ed in 
ond ar 1)und Colwyn Bey and Rhos- on-Se c , North Wal es. A t errific · fi ght ~ 
between Bl oke ond a crimin el opponont in e gr evey or d et deed of ni ght, is 
only one of th e thrilling inci dGnts in this oction pack eM.novol. U,Jr 
No,1142 9 "The Negative .hlibi", 1123 "Who Is This M(ln?", Qnd 1069, "The 
Secr et Of The SEirc uphegus" Br o furth er oxomples of th e first cl ese str e.igh1: 
Sext on Bl ake clet ectiv o s t ory. I coul ' mention mE1ny mor o , e1l equally 
thrilling and each one complet e in .its elf. 
~ 

Thor e was quality in th e Blak e et ory of th ose days. Then, ons cc~l d 
ol waye be sur e of e first cl ass yarn, end not socon or thir d ol aes as is 
so oft en th e cBse t o- ~ay. · , 

JACKSON , JULI.J\ N ; 
Real name John Park Wilson. Born Glassford , Lana r kshire, 

15th October, 1867, dies 10th March, 1932 . vras a pro l ific 
writer of boys s torie s and his pen could .hardly keep -pace 
wi .th his teemin g idefts . For ..many yeflrs wro:te for The B;l.g· 
Budget, Jester , Pluck, Union J r..ck, Mnrvel, Hnlfpenny Sur
prise, Boys of Engl f.l.lld , Boys Comic Journ ~l , e tc. Stories 
included those of Rns P . . gnn, the Hindu Det e ctive, "The Giant 
Jnp", "The Terribl e Turk" , "Frie s ts of th e Se rpent God n, 
"Mnt Ohf.l.rwells Tutors"; sc riflls in Br otts pFlpGrs wer e "Tho 
Riv r·l Giftnts" ~ .:tfllo of Britnin und er th e Romnns, "Owen 
Glcndower, th e Hero -of WnlQs", "British Dick" nnd "Snm, th o 
Ynnk", "Up-to-Df°'.to"; 'lJnck f.4t Sch ool" fl.nd "Jf.l.ck at Oxford" . 
Thor e wAs an a.musin g circumstance c.onne cte d with "Up-to--Date" 
Jack a. t School". Some years earlier Juli~n Jac k son sent . a. . · story to Brett with the title "Th<;l Sch oolb oy Somnrunbulist" . 
Bre~t returned it a s unsuitabl~ . (t wic e ) . Years lnter Brett 
r..sked the fl.Uthor for fl sch ool story to st a rt "Up-to-D nte Boys" 
Julinn J~okson f ound the rejected mA.nuscri p t, slightly re
vised nnd sent it along. It w~s acc ep ted . Julinn J ~ ckson 
who wn s f.l.lso a talented musiciAn ruid for 26 yeRrs orgnnist 
of Brid~e of Teith Church . .. ' 
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1:~hen Rex Dolphin sent along the following f e:,ature he expressed some mis
givings as to the possible reactions of Blake lovers 'who might consider 
it was· poking fun et the Men from BDker Str&et. I thi~,however, that 
Blake himself would be amused et tlie allusions to himself end his assistant 
and I am sure that all re aders will . agree that .although this i9 not 
strictly Blake material,it . is a brilliant lit~le skit by one of bur most 
valued friends. ' · 

1.i 

' .i 

By Rex Dolphin _ 

"Well, Ex-Ihspeotor Filb ert, · of all peoplel" exclaimed the greot 
detective, Puffin Pype, es I we'lked, dripping with fog, into his Baker-
street con.eul ti~ room. "Remember my old jok e -- 'Filbert, you I re nuts t '?" 
A hollow laugh accompan::l.ed this hollow joke. · 

·Puffin Pyp e, like all good pr,iv e te det ectiv es, hadn't ag ed. Fifty 
yeare ego he'd started his career in the Puffin Pype Library; it wee 
fully ten years since I'd last seen him; y et he still look ed thAt standard 
ege of about thirty-nin~. His t ·a n, thinnish, y et tough figur e was as 
athletic-looking es ever. He still wore :the s ame Boid-st ained dressing go 
And yes --- I swear he was still smokin g th e same old pipet . " . .. 

And th er e too was Stinker, his a~a.istant, si tt:!ng befor e. _th e blazing 
fire. But he had · el tered. Years of dog-lik 0 devotion he'd given him e· 
oanine ' eppearence'7'-.:... but that's Elnother story, ·ahd e sh aggy dog one tit t _net. 

"Well, Pype, whet are you doing th es e df1ys?" i askad. 
( • "f ~ 'f" ' - • 

.Puffi~ :Pype p~ed 'his ,pipe end shrugg ed . !'V0ty little, old man. 
Modex:,n cri,minaJ.e ere so . unimag1netive. I'm working noW' on e new 'monograph, 
It's ' on J .1,1venil e ' c:t'ime , -qut I ·aon't !mow wheth er to ca ll it 'Crim e And 
Cr ooners I or 'Sin .And Sinatra.' 13ut you hnv e a prob .lam on your mind, 
Filb ert. Can I assist?" · 

· "Why ·y es," I said, "I have e sm"lll problem, but I don I t went to cut 
in on eny important coses." 

· 11stinkel', 11' queried Pype, "whet' s on th o books?" 

Stinke:r looked ~n the engeg ~ment book. "The ess a.ssinotion of the 
Emperor of ~if aeh;etoni end th e .disappearance of s tr ans-Atl~ntic air-
liner, Chief., - -

. ' 

Puffin turnBd to me ans:l fQVed ht, e pi'o e . , "Mer e chickenf eed., old men, 
Ten m1nutee' work; Now, what's youio mystery?" 

: . ~ 

"Well," I said, "it's nothing v ery serious, but I would r ea lly li~e 
to know who etrenglod II\Y wife with a eylon stocking." 

"He l" exclaimed PypS. "A cas~ after my own heert. As a m~tter of 
feet, your wife is the fourth wome~ to be murder ed that woy in the pest 
month, Very intriguing, yea. Let's go." 
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The three of us left th e wsim chambers, found o t axi in the f ~g, end 
wormed our way to rrr:, prefab in the London outskirts. . . 

Once inside, I pointed out to Pype the chelk-merks showing where. I hed 
f ound my unfortunate wife lylng with a stocking tied around her neck. 

"H'm," Bflid Pype though~fully, "between the piano end the dbor, eh? 
Ji.nd this is the stocking, eh?" 

He fingered th e now rather ruined nylon. 
"Suicide, perh ops?" I sugg l?Sted. 
Pype shook his heed. "Be logicAl, Filb ert. She woul~ have had to 

ti e one end to th e piano l eg , tie the nylon roun d her neck, end the other 
end t o th e doorknob, and then kick the door to, .After she had kicked the 
buck et, she would hav e had to unti e th e stocking fr om pi no ond door --
and fak e th ese bl eck fingerruerks on eflch eRdt'' 

I lc:oked ot th e marks , which somehow th e police had ovGrlook ed' with 
their usu al stupidity. : 

Pype 's eyes spflrked. "Solved!" he cri ed . "Th~>se marks give me the 
solution." 

I f elt dumb, as always in the pr es enc e of th ~ f.T~at man·. 
"Bl ock Hend Gong?" I suggested fee't'lly. 
"No, no ~" so.id Pype pityin gly. "Be l ogic el , Filb ert ·t 

thing went o'.lt yePrs ogo. But you•r ·e near,pr etty neer," 

. .. 
Th~t sort of 

1 

"Perh ops it was me, Pyp e . Perh aps I have e apli t miri~, or · a guilt 
complex, or pe::rh Aps I am e psychopathic maniec?" 

"You 1vl, been seeing too maey psychologic al thriller - films, old man," Pype answered, "You ought to know by now th et we don't 'get any of that 
stuff in the Puffin Py-pe ~i_brnry. Pl&nty of clean bl ood , 1'uliete, and 
torture - but no psychia'cryt Now, F+lbert, wh t dey is tomorrow'?" 

( 

"Sundoy," I answered, wondering what was coming. 
110,K. ," seid P,Jpe. "lVIeet me in Petticoat-1 ne at t en t omorr~ morningt 
Next mornin 6, with rrr:, pockets cer efully emptied for the oocP.aion, I 

pushed through th e milling c:cowds until I spi ed Py"pe. Taggi?)g bQhind him 
was Stink er, very unsuccessfu.lly disguised vs D newepa-per ltoy. Hie get-up 
was sup erb, but he was selling Saturday ni ght's Evenigf G~zette. Now, had 
he been obl e by some Wellsi~n miro cl e t o s ell S€lturdey e Gese tte one 
Friday evening -- well, I would be working th e pools, not writing rrr:, 
memoirs for a livin g . 

Puffin Pype whispe:·ed e1:1gerly t o me , "I'v e found him, Filb ert .!" 
"The nrurder er?" I gosped~ ''Where ?" 
"Over th ere ~" hissed . Pype. "Coul dn't be anyone else -- Dflrq Den, 

the dirtiest mon in the n;rlon Bleck Merkett" 
"Amezingt" I Sflid • ....__ ___ ________ (111) 



"Elementeryt II he -nswered. 

We approached Dark;y Den. 

"Come on, Filb ert." 

"Nylons, guv.?" whisper ed Den ho,,,rsely. Then: "Gewd, itis Puffin 
Pype himself1" 

Pype grabbed his arm b0f ore he could slide f.lWay. "Como and hflve a 
drink, Dan, 11 he invi tad. 

In the pub; over en invigor~ting glass of mil d Dnd wator, RYr:Pe askod 
Den why he did it. 

"Swelp IDE!, guv'nor, but I had to. I coul d never stand ingratitude • 
.l:ind none of them domes could reco gnise e good bargain. I offered them 
fully fashioned nylons nt five bob a pair, end they turned me down. So 
whEJt coul d I do but str ongle 1em end l eove 'em the st ckings as 8 free 
gift?" 

"Ex:octly, my dear Dan. Now dvn I t worry. All I w n~ of .you is e 
hundred poirs of nylons · f or D very speci el lady cli ·ent of mine t" 

"O.K., guv'nor. Come with me ." 

Dazed , I watched th em ge t up to l eave. 

"Heyi" -' I shouted. "What About my missns?" 

Pupe turned, and with a pitying smile soid: "Be logical, Filbert -- ' 
what oen she -went with nylons now?" 

. . +++ +++ +++ 

M ~CHAE, HERBERT~ 
~ versfttile nuthor whosa work nppen r ed re gulnrly in 

vnri9us Boys p~pers. 

PE RSON, ,IBO. G: 

. •· prolific ·writer for many years for :.ldines, particularly 
True .Blue , and 1,,P. papers. Created a number of detectives ·, 
including .Royston Gower, Herbert Trackett, Frank Ferrett, 
Dr . Nevada, .and Dr.Messi :n0. .l,lso used severt .l pen names , 
including CFlptain .Ru.ssel Seo tt , Bruce Hawn.rd, · nnd t,rnold 
Dnvis. ·,s the lntter wrote e~rly Sexton Bltlke stories in 
the Union ·J"nck . 

'I 

SW\ W , GORDON: 

Wrote a series of stories conce 1'ni ng V-Be.r-V Ranch, in ; 
the early dfl.ys of the ChfJ.mpion. 1.1so wrote "The Golden 
lPrail" . t,s S.S.Gordon ·, penned "The Bucking-Up of St.Esmonds" 
for the Boys Realm. 1.ls o "The -Gentlem :l.n Tramp". Wfl.s also 
probably Gordon Wallace. 
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A. Stu of the women cheractere cre ated for the 
Sext0n Ble e series byte late George Ha lton Teed. 

By Wflliom ·colcombe 

George Hamilton Teed had malliY outstanding ·qualitiea as A Blake author, 
perhaps the most notable being the way he brought women ch~reoters into 
prominence in the Bl ake sage. He was the first Blake writer to devise e 
series withe woman es the central character. The lady in question being, 
of · course, Yvonne Certi er. Yvonne was ~n Austr alian whose parents had 
been swindled by' a group of financi ers end our young heroine i's determined 
to seek r evenge on these men. Aided by her uncle, John Graves, she sets 
out to ruin each of them in turn. 11.B most of her activities ere outside 
the l Eiw she soon runs foul of Sexton Blske. 1 ·when, however, she hes the · 
det ective at her mercy she fin ds she has f all en in lov e with th e one men 
who was able to prev ent h~r from fulfilling her vengeance. Blake, on his 
side, found hiJ!lBelf with having more th on just 'a warm re gerd for this young 
end beautiful blond e opponent. He however puts duty first end they 
r emained in opposition until th e end of the campaign of revenge. Leter 
th ey became very good fri ends end Yvonne help ed Bloke with sever al of hie 
case s, notably in conn~ction with hie efforts t o assist Tink er's fri~nd 
Nirv ene. Yvonne also Elppeore d in some of th e early -Criminal Conf eder a.tion 
,etories. 

Nirv en~, the young dancer whom Tink ~r knew in th e d; ys befor a ha met 
Sexton Bl ake , was a t ool in th e h'ends of her el der sister Marie. Tink er 
~t first tries to keep his attempts t o help her from Blak e . It is only 
after he has confided in his belove d guv'nor end enlieted hie help, th at 
he is able to fr ee Nirvann from th e influ ence of her evil sister and that 
unpl easant lady's orook eaeooietes. With Bl ake enc1 Tinker's help Nirvana 
finds her long lost fath er and is eat upon th e road t o happiness. 

Roxane Herfi el d had much in common, as a ohareoter, with Yvonne. She 
wee e Fre nch Canadian whose moth er wee swindl ed out of her life savings by 
a group of financiers. Like her pr edecessor Roxane sets out to seek 
r eve?1tse on the men who had ruin ed her parent, end like Yvonne again she 
comes into opposition with Blake end succ eeds in kidne pping him aboar d her 
yacht with th e help of its orew. While her .prisoner she aucoombe t o 
Blake's charm end tries t o enlist hie . aid. Roxane was th e central oharao
t er in several aeri es of stories. The first with her attempts t o seek 
rev enge and end sees her in opposition to Blake, then oeme two st ories 
"Blackmail" And "Shanghaie d" in which en attempt is made to blackmail 
Bleke after his being enticed eb1>er d Roxane' a yacht. This episo de we.a 
followed bye long aeries in which Blake Bsaista Roxane in her fi ght 
against the financi al crooks who ruine d her Mother. The lest Wu Ling 
series to appear in th e ol d "Union J eck" also featured Roxane end it is 
only due to Blake th at she esc apee· from e moat ,mple asant ai tuation. 
Lastly, there wee a eat of thre e stories th at SJ>peared in "The Detective 
Weekly". Roxene, after a. long illness, in which a cure is effeoted by B 

Dr. Svenson, turns adventuress in partnership with Svenson and once more 
comes up against Sexton Blake. Thie aeries we.a never completed, probably 
due to Teed 's untimely death. 
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"Union J nck" No. 1305 "Poi~oned Blossoms" s·01w the e.pi:a arsnce of 
yet another of Teed'e female creations, June Severance by nemo. \ihilet on 
a long trip out Er.et, Bl ake rescuoe her from the e.ttentions of an unpleasant 

·orook, and with the help of his old fri end Hong Loo Soo oseiete hor to set 
UQ an antique shop in London • 

• • 1 , ; In the story "The Tiger Of Canton" (S.'B.L. 2nd aeries No.89) we find 
George Marsden Plummer, hitherto a lone warrior, acquire A female partner. 
to wit; Vali Mata-Vali. One tilfle temple girl Elt 'The Temple of Et'@rnal 
Purity in danton, later the glamorous "Bird of PElradise" idol of rthe Parisie 
theatre-goer~ Extremely b0antiful, utterly unsc:;:-upulous, ready to follow 
Plummer and assist in cerrying out the most e.udacious criminal ~lots, Vali 
was elmoet unique amongst Teed's female characters in th at she Jldn't enter
tain 811¥ r egard for Sexton Bleke other th 2n as a resourceful detective. 
She end Pl'wnmer made the most deadly male and female combination Blake and 
Tinker ever tackled. 

HUxton Rymer' s femsle pnrtner, lVIery , Tr ont, first came into conta .ct 
with him whilst serving as a ·housemeid et hie "Pr ofess or Butterowrth" estab
liahment at Abbey Towers. He soon diec over od she hed other tslents apart 
from being able to do housework. They soon te amed up to gether for the 
purposes of relieving ' others _of their worl dly goods. Mery Trent was never 
en out end out bad character end had many r edeeming features in her make up. 
Her loyalty ~o Rymer wes never in doubt, tho'ugh it wes et times doubted by 
Plummer before th ·~ d1:1ys of Vali Mste-Vali; She was often suocessful in 
modere.ting Rymer' s more ruthless methods end at times brought the best in 
him to . the sw.-fe.o.e. Her hi gh raga.rd for .-Bla,ke, both as a ·detective and El& 
e ma.n, wee qftan resulting in friendly relations between BlAke and Rymer, 
a noti:ible ~xemple being detailed in the story "Sexton Blake's Christm as 
Truce" ( U .J. No. 1105) • 

.A chara .cter of a very different tYPe was Maria GelEinte, the Voodoo 
Queen; ' '.A. thoroughly unpl easant piece of work without one redeeming . fee .ture 
thet ;f can recell. She was a High Pri es tess qf th e cult of Voodoo on the 
island of Hayti. Sbe cherished something of a passion -for Sexton Blake 
and her ' hate knew no bounds when he r ather nat ur ally didn't reciprocate. 
Huxton :Rymer came under her spell for e tim e and they teamed ~p t ogether 
against .Blake. 

, . Another young l edy who joined forces with Plummer fore short while 
was one Muriel Marl commonly known as "The Gun Gt rl", a charMter strai ght 
out of Hollywood in more senses then one. Needless t o say, their associa
tion hardly met with the approval of Vali Mat8-Vali 1:1nd th ere were verbal 
~nd physical clashes when th e two did meet. 

The last cf the female charactersto be cre ate d by G. H. Teed was Ele~ 
von Iu:evitch, daughter of e Polish noblemen. Her death bed promise to her 
Mother to keep her fath er safe was extremely diff icult t o keep in view of 
his crimin al Elctivities. Her efforts to bring hi s nefarious plots to naught 
hardly met with his approval and only Bl ake's interv ention save d her from · 
an eerly and violent end. Blake sympathise d with her:in her difficulties 
ond helped .her as far as his duties as a detective allowed. Els A's 
appe1:1rances were oonfin ·ed .to the J)f:lges of "The Detect:!.ve Weekly". 

THE END 
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By John w. Gocher, Junr. 
. . 

So much has been written ebout the "Big Name" authors who helped to 
immortalise Sexton Blake that ona is inclined to overlook the lesser . 
authors who wrote an occasional Sexton Blake story. Gilbert Chester, ~"' · Gwyn Evalij, G. H. Teed, John Hunter, Allan Bleir and many other femili .M" 
names are known and respected throughout the ranks of Blake enthusiasts, . 
but is the 1same respect given to David Macluire, R. L. Hadfield, Arthur J; 
Palk, Fr a.ncis Brent and Bruce Cheverton who, in th eir way, ware instrumen
tal in helping the name of Sexton Blake to become e household word? Indeed 
it is nett But, on tne oth er hand, there is so littl e known of .th e lesser 
authors. 

Stawford Webber who wrote - to lI\Y knowledge - thr ee Blake stories was 
heralded in the Union Jeck withe fanfare of trumpets but, even so, hie 
stories were not Blake stories in the full sense of the word. 9ne had .the 
impression that Bleke •wae included es a secondary character in the semo wey
as he eppeared in John Brandon's stories. ~lho was Stawford Webber? Wea 
it a pseudorzy;m of an already well-known author? Or wore these three 
stori es - two in the U.J. and one in the Detective Weekly - his first 
efforts in fiction? Who can tell? Such det ails are buried in the .duet 
of 'time . · 

Devid Maoluire was a differdnt type of writer. His stori es were 
recy ,and crisp. His styl e wDs refreshing end he wrote with~ verve sadly 
l eaking in th e present day Blak e authors. "Crooks' Cargo" tin particular 
was en excellent story. But of the man nothing appe~rs to be known. 

Arthur J. Polk was an Australian who woe given permission t o writa up 
en account of on8 of Blake's Melbourne cases. It was a tolerable stdry 
well written and qui ta exciting, but Palk was never h ard of ag,ain in 
connection with Sexton Blake. M~ybe he continued his writing in Australia 
and, for all I know, is still th ere. 

William J. Elliott - cel ebrated author of th e Gunning and Royston 
Frere st 0ries and beat seller writer of tough thrillers - wrote a Christmas 
story in the Union J eck and one Sexton Blake Library. He wrote the Christ
m8s story because Gwyn Evens was ill at the time and in a note the editor 
of that day mentioned that Evens had helped him with the story. In octual 
fact, Evans hed nothing whatsoever t o do with that story ~na the not e was 
only inserted as U.J. r eaders had come to expect an Evans Christmas story. 
As Mr. Elliott told me, "the story wee ell lI\Y own work as the povement 
artiste say". Mr. Elliott wrote a book and dedica .ted it to Gwyn Evans' 
memory r emarking that Gwyn would most probably have written the book in 
question a great deal i ett er. Mr. Elliott was a man of IDalliY parts. He 
toured with a "Fit-Up" company - thot inspired his theatrical book-, he 
acted on the films in the silent doys - that inspired a book on film life -
and even wrote a book o:r;i "Sex Life". I understend tha ,t Mr. Elliott passed 
away a few years ago, l8oving behind him a long list of best sellers which 
are, from time to time, re-issued by Gerald G. Swen Ltd. 
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Norman Taylor who, to my humble knowledge , wrote one Blake yarn 
• (U.J.1439), wee well known in other fi el<ls. The Boys' Fri end Librery 

captured hie st ories, eo·, . too, did other AmelgemAted Press public ations. 

Clifford Giites, who wrote one Sexton Bloke novel , "The :Mystery of the 
Murdereo. Caretaker", wrote a twedve story seri es for the "Triumph" entitled 
"The Lost Ronger" in 1937-end, also, en erticle on model railweys for 
Churns, but I can trace nothing else concerning him alth ough he is an author 
for whom I have the utmost r egard . The editor of the .s .B. Librei-y' info .rmed 
me, during the war, th at Gates was in the Navy. r 

• 
R. L. Hedfirld was, quite recently, still writing adult fiction, while 

Berry Perowne who \trote en ooceeionel Sexton Blake v Raffles e ry has 
completes published r egularly in Dritannie end Eve end also in American 
pulp megtizines. 

Perhc~e the .most neglect ed of the ieeser li ghts is Ge~ald Bowman who 
wrote sever al stories with a somewhat bizarre setting .for the n.ry. He had 
style, writing ~bility end a £lair for good charecteri~~tion end his stories 
were always of the type that must be finished et o sitting. He wrote one 
full length Blake noval end his work also appeared in the Thriller, Thriller 
4d. Library a~d tbe Ranger. I imagine it is he who writes fest moving 
thrillers f or _,'publi 'sher 'Yerner Laurie. C .Vern on Frost, ,moth er author 
with one Blake epic to hie credit, is still active, while Richard Goyne ie, 
of course, active in th e beet s eller class. His books s eem extr emely · 

·popular with everyone. 

John Sylvester encl Joseph St emper - both "oncere" - are active wri tars -
Sylv es ter concentrating upon juvenil e books end St8mper on romance • . 
George E, Roaheeter, one of tho moat popular authors of boys' st ori es today, 
wee anoth~r author who showed the gr eatest promise es e Blake at ory writer 
but w~e a llowe d t o slip from the fold to the d tri ment of us ell, Louie 
Britton.y, accor di ng to a pen friend, was just anoth er way of writing 
G. H. Teed,"whil e Victor Fremlin's id entity is a mBt.ter for conjecture. Of 
Francis Brent nothing ep_peers to be ·known or sus,ected, 

Anthon.y Ford, celebrated author of the Ranger and Boys' Friend Libreri, 
wrote one or two shorter stori es for the D.W. when that paper began to 
print t wo et uriee weekly betwe en about 105 and 140. 

Edward Holmes, who wrote one long complet e in the D.W., gain ed f ame 
when selected to write e s erial featuring Blake for th e B.B.C. in 1940 
Why an unknown was selected has never been made known, but it was an 
excellent play, far superior to those churned out et the moment f eaturin g 
a certain Mr. Temple . Even th e celebrated Ern est Dudley of Doctor Morrelle 
end .Armchair Detective f ame, wrote a S.B. yarn, teemi ng th e mast er. detective 
with Mr. Walker the Junkman And a very good ef fort it was at 'thett 

Other authors who wrote occasionally were:- Roland Howard , Stanley 
Gordon, Frank Lelland, George ~oodmen, D. L. Ames, J ohn Purl ey, Rioha.rd 
Standish, Derek Long, L. H. Brqoks, Barry Linden, H. Townley, S . a: Shaw, 
Lewis ·cerlton, R. F. Foster, St eoey Blake, Michael Pool e , Richar d Essex, 
John Aeoott, Peul Vickery, T. c. 'Brid ges, All an Maxwell, GeOTge Dilnot, 
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Hedl ey Scott and John Brearl ey, th e last nemed in th o, Boys' Fri end Libr ary. 
What of th ese nemes, doer r oede rs, can any one dr ew back the curtains of 
th e past onu throw some li ght upon th e men behind th e printed page? 

s. G. Show and Stanley Gor don were, I su spect, one and the same. 

b"PRIGG, $T1,NHOPE WILLI/\.M: 

Born 1867 , died 1932 . 'mthor mid journnlist. Educnted 
Kings School, Worcester. For several yenrs wns in the provin
ces, editiI).g newsp~pers in Sheffield, Nottinghnm, nnd South
r.mpton. Then went to London in the ef.lrly d~ys of the Hnrms
worth ~nd for yenrs wns one of the principAl editors. Was 
also in the Daily Express, and represented the Standard in 
New York. 1.mong serials he wrote for the boys pRpers were · 
"The Mysterious League 11 (Boys Ref.llm), "The Scarlet Horsemii.n" 
(Boys Herald), and "Dirk, the Dog De t e ctive" (td Union Jnck). 
It is interesting to note thr.t whilst os s istnnt editor of the 
Sheffield we·ekly Ind ependent, ho introduced Mnxwell Scott to 
th6 editor of th e }d Mnrvel. De serv e s n plncu in the nistory 
of boys journals for thnt rc n son nlon c . 

STORM, MICH~EL. 
J 

Re~l name ChArles Ignatius ·sempill , M.M. Educated, Paris 
privately, and Perth University. 'mthor-journalist, and 
publ:i,cist. Contributed to Windsor Magazine , Dflily Mflil, 
Evening Stnndard , fl.nd ,,.P. pnpers. Held mil.ny nppointments in 
1914-18 wnr, and Superintendent Pblice Ksnyn 1919-28, etc . 
Vrote "Brooks of RavenscRr", "Rope of Rubies", mid "Onpt nin 
of Abbotswny", for Boys Friend 3d Librnry . These stories 
were outstnnding, ~nd in more serious vein thnn the usunl 
school s t o,ry . "lso wrote a number in similar style for 
Pluck. 

URQUH~RT, P~UL: 

Re~l name Thomas Cox Meech. Born 1868. Barrister at LAW 
and j ournnlist . Was editor of severfl.l newspfl.pers. .1,1so 
lectured on Pnrlismen t, Frunous Trials, etc . t,s Pfl.ul . Urquhnrt 
wrote a lfl.rge number of Sex ton Blruce stories or rather it 
would perhnps be more true to sny he pnrtly did so for it 
hr.a been stnted it Wfi.S r pen-nrune shfl.r e d by two individur.ls 
writing in collRborntion. 

WOLFE, CEDRIC; 

Cre~ted Kit and Cora Twyford, brother and sister det e,cti.ve 
very readnble yarns which usunlly appe~red in .Pluck. Wrote 
one or two Sexton Blfl.ke Yfl.rns into which he introduced Kit 
and Co:r'fl. 1~lso wrote one or two seri14ls one of which "Gr e en 
fl.a Grf\ss", n school story, flppenred in the Boys Friend (1909). 
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By Harry Homer 

. The idea of writing this little treatise hes been in icy mind for a. 
long time now, but es I add more and more to icy knowledge of the greet 
detective, so I have thought ''Weit a while, you don't know enough about the 
subj ect yet." I have noticed t~at wishful thinking ond the rose-hued 
mists of memory obscure in some articles th e rather harsh er tonae of actual 
fact. For example, one reads quite often of the Nigel Blake ~ries as if 
this disreputable relation of . our hero had as many ya.ms devot ed to his 
exploits as had to their's Dr. Huxton Rymer or Roxane Herfiel~ . So one 
day I mecl'e up icy mind to hove a go; ot this s eries, el tpough the "Det ective 
Weekly" does not stand very hi gh in my favour. In a short tim e I acquired 
them all - exaotly four numberst Yet the ment al impact in younger doys 
of finding Sexton Blake with a brother, a sister-in-low who oalled him 
'Tony' and a nephew at Scotland .Yard, had st ayed with me throughout the 
years unt;1 - ~lso th ought th e

0

Nigel Blake stories were full many in . 
number and ~uvered a long apace in time. But this is Christmas when muoh 
is forgiven end if I do not attempt tDo much detail in this monograph per
haps no harm will be done - and if a few t:1ngry l ett0rs Eire provok (Jd th en 
so much the better for the corr espondence columns of the "Coll ect ors' · 
Digeet"1 

F~tl.¥ then - why Sexton Blake? Goodness al one kpows· th er e were 
en U&,iil. rivals t p tempt the pennies from our pock ets in those gone and 
generous deye. , Well, mainly because he wBs a r ea listic char acter and e 
v,ery lovable one too f or th ose who got to know him well. Tbey didn't have 
to send 'him to sohool to s ell the ml1gaz:l.nes 9 nor invok e the sh eer f entas1sic 

, to put the stori es over. In f eet~ many W8B the tim e ·when· explanetion was 
given s t o the exietenc~ in r eDl life of e phenomenon which was br cught 
into a story. The invulnerability of Rupert Waldo t o such thin gs as heat 
end pain was illustrated by a r eal-life counterpart end ono st ory, U.J.1277 
UThe Man Who Walked By Nightt" by Gwyn Evans, was introduc ed rri.d explained 
by an article from the pen of no less fin f:1uthority th 1m Professor A.M. Low, 
who wrote of 11

- this f ascinatin g series of Sexton Bl ake stories-" end 
heeded his article "It is not impossible". 

The t opic ality of th e Dlnke st ories was well written of in the 1948 
Annucl by Maurice Bond end there is no doubt th at credibility was much 
helped by this t G1>icality. If FBther .talked well above one's heod about 
"the amazing state of Affcirs in th e Adrifltic", it was most c1,1rnforting to 
reed a few weeks l ater "The !eystery of Fiume" (u .J. 846) end know that 
Sexton Blake hed h~d a fing er in th~ pie! And th e politics of the actual 
mstter ox:plein d with all v&racity but in such simpler fashion then w8s 
the case with Fathert If th ere was 1i ttl e et tempt t o build r chArn.cter, 
ss apart fr om a mere :;.~.llme, in the cas e of the ot her detectives, th er e would 
s eem to be none at all in the trash which is put out these days. A nephew 
lent me some copitjs of a paper featuring . a sch ool celled Red Circle and . an 
automaton by the name of !he Iron T€a cher, a lon g with o l ot of oth er muck 
'!;hat aiv child might be ashamed to carry alons th e street for f ea.r he 
might be mistaken f or an imbecil e . But not so SGxton Blake• as th e yoers 
went by his charact er d~veloped snd gr ew in depth ond stature; Above all 
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can thi s be f ound in th e work of such ea G. H. Teed, Robert Murrey and 
Gwyn Evans. "U.J." 204 det ed 7/9/07 (when I was one yeer ol d t) intr oduces 
th e dGt ectiv e 'Simply es "He was e tAll l 'ePn man, cl ean sh ever'l And with e 
pip e in his mouth." · His home r ates only a menti on, 11He was ush er ed int o 
th e f emous det ectiv e 's consultin g-r oom in Baker Str eet." In EgY,pt we find 
that "Nobody un erst ood th e ort 0f dis guisi ng bett er th an th e det ectiv e 
and when 1l~ furtiv ely sli pped out of th e hot el a:rt er derk hi s f aco and 
hands had bee n s t ain ed br own, a wisp of · gr easy hair s t-ray ed c .. ver his 'f or e
head and h wor e r i,gged slipp er s , 8 fl at turban f.lnd F! r obe arid tunic, both 
mudh s0 il ed ' rh e fin el par grap h of t he st ory fin ds hi m with · a dat e t o 
drink b .er i'h Ber l in with a Ger man 'scientist fri end t · : 

Now l ot I s jump t en years t o "U .J," 72_6 dp t &d 8/9/17 wher.e we .fin d H 
st 1.1ry tu l d by 'l;inkur in which it comes t o li ght th at " t ho guv' nor l'. enj oys 
o r ound of golf and a good ci e,E'r but st ays str nngoly calm when both E)r e 
afflict ed by a t empor ary blin dness. How diff er ent fr om Tsed· elrn.ost onoth er 
t en yc..ors l at er in "ThG Tflbu of Confucius'' when we r ewl tha .t "- Tink er 
woul d n0ver lmow th e ~oft curs e br ea thed by BiElke es h<') SElvV thet gsll ant 
young figur e l eave th e ji gger- gaff and plun ge downwar d into th ~ tun e And 
shark-inf est ed weters whi.ch, evon at that dist enc e., s eemed wpefully f ar 
beneat h ," And et th e encl, aft er Tink er's subs 1:1quent f ailur e end :r epue- -
"But Tink er t uok it much har der then Bl eke had aver s een him t ek0 an;r 
pr evi ous dis a~pointm ent and , hed ono been th or ~ just es th e G'est ern sky 
gr 8w pink under th e first flush of dawn, ontl might hove s een !!l ake , the 
aust er e , st andi ng in th e bows of th e ship wi t h his arm r cund the l s ts 
shoul der. .And if one coul d heve list ened onE:J woul d hrve hear d him sey in 
extra or dinarily gE:Jntl e t ones:- 'La d , l ad , beceus e you · r o knocked out ne e 
is no ·crit eri on th c,t it is gui ng t o hap;pan next tim e . Wu tung is eomewher e 
on thi s contin ent and we heven' t finUhe d with him yet. ,:. At th e wbr ds 9 Tink er, who had been gazing moodily D?Ck over th e waters of th e ' Gulf, 
squar ed his shoul ders. Then he smil ed th e l ov~bl o smil a which r eve~l ed 
th e goll ant natur e of' th e l 1:1d, ·'You'r e ri ght, guv'n or," he sai d , f orcibly 
but not el egently '." 

That Sexton Bl nke hed e t ender si do f or th e f air sex hna b0en well 
br ,lught out in th e stori es of Yvonne , Rexen e an one or two mor e, but to 
me t hE:1re was only ant: w ·men who ever meent flnythi ng t o him and th ert was 
Yvonne Cor ti er. To th ose who put f orwar d Roxane Horfi el d I woulu point 
out th ~t th 0 outh or wDs th e smne , meny of th e s itu ;:,ti ons wer e sirni'l ar ond 
th e girl al most i dentic el but fo r th e diff er ent name . Re~d th 0 f oll owi ng 
per ag'r a.ph: - " • • • thes e same m n, t ogeth er with th e onr.il now dead , hAd 
defr auded her end her moth er out of th e pr op 1;rty which had been th e s ci l e 
l ogocy fr bm her f Elther, , ••• th e shuck of th e di scovery hod s ent th o moth er 
t o· her dea th ••••• t he girl hed set hers elf t o pr osocut ~ El vendet ta Ag8inst 
th es e ei ght men ••• " and. t hen " , • • fr ail mot her hed gone t o her grPve, · her 
str ength and spi r it br oken by th e sch eming ma.chin o.tions of th e grc up of 
financi vre who hod swindl ed h8r huse end out uf a f crtun e 9nd hRd not r es t ed 
until th e rich est et e had f ell en int o th eir hands os well ••••• She b c~me 
e'Venged upon th G ei cht men who hE'd swin dl ed hE:Jr fa th or. , •• " The geograp hy 
t o was chflllge~ - I hove omitt ed fr om th e Dbove th e l ocation of th o est at es~ 
one wos in Ceneao , t he oth or Auarali n; one girl wvs Yvonne, th o ot hor I 
Roxen e . Which was which? The first quot e i s t aken fr om " U ,J," 1432, 
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e Ilox ane st ucy cBll ed "Black Sponiar d Creek"; th e sec ond is fr om en Yvonne 
yern "The Aff eir of ·the T1;1rtan Box'' in "U .J." 1109. But however t empted, 
Blake n l,ver quit e f ell, however near he might come to it. I b elhve that 
Maurice Bend f uund evidence t o.s how th at Blake wes onc e marri ed but if ' this 
is so, wheth ur 1 twoul d b e bett er t o uncov er the horri d metter or l et it 
r est in decent obscurity, I know not, ~lth ough I hav e my own· v~ry emphatic 
privat e opinion1 J3l ak e wee no pru de , howev or ·, he lik ed the good' things of 
lif e ond he enjoye d good livin g t oo . One of t en c mes aoroee a g l ass of' 
superb brandy foll owing en ex cel l ent dinn er whil o th ~ oco~sionel cocktail 
wee quite in order. "U .J ." 1047, ''Huxton ~ er , Pr esi dent", hes - "He ha.d 
b een bound for th Venetia - it WAS just aft er mid-day - t o diBcues ' with 
Herry, the bormen , just whet cockteil he should i{ilbibe, a process by no 
me1:1ns f's bri ef as ne migh t su ·:;ipos e seeine th at Herry was the most finished 
"Mi~i l ogist" in El)rcp an d carrie tl in his hee th e r ecip Els f or moro then 
thre o hun .:!.r ed palate tickl ers. Ant: , es Bl [lke ha rl har1 e. v ory ' busy morni ng , 
he folt hims elf entitl ed to that mil d in dul genc e ." But no fitt er men 
liv ed ~no in th e first of th e "Dr. Satire" t E1l es one r eads 11

• ••• E>ft o·r his 
usu'.r.l c~l tl bo'th vnd bri ef cours e of physic el j er ks he seuntered int o th e 
si ttine-r om f or his br eakf Elst ." A sp ortsm en t o his ·fingertipe, we lmow 
him well ass v ery ·ood box er An d a fin e swimmer; he cr.n ri de A hors e with 
th best of th om 1:1w:l I hav e An i clee i7hst both he , end "Sp ots" Losoly got 
thE>ir blu s fur cricket when up at Oxfor d t~)ge ther, but em not in a position 
at pr ese nt to v ,rify this; cen anyb o~y h el p me out? It is not so well . ' kn own· th ot ha is f1 f otball fan, but "U .J." 839 tells us that "Blske w1:1s r 
k1,;1on follower of f oot bell and he kn ew th at Mr . ShElld wa.s telling th e truth. 
'I know tha .t y ur club hEls htH"l rother bnd luck :r'Bcent ly,' he saicl, 1 r have 
wetche c~ s ever el of th i:r matches Eind I must s ay that your f orwor d l,ine is ' 
qui t o good but y our def en ce cert fl inly wants bucking up.'" Di d Blak u , I 
wonder, · ev er pley f ~ot bal l? Not . s c l ong ago I obt 8in ed from Herb rt 
L okwnby A copy' of a Boys I Frien d Lib;r Elry. "Bla ke of the Blu l:3 Crus ev1ers", 
which was d\;)scribe d as A "F ,)ot er Ema Det ectiv e St 0ry", in th e vegue hopes 
that the Bl ake wes somehow" the" 13,lflke, but it WEJB not su - elas t ' _,_, 

But thi s is 1:1 Christmas Annual 1mf1 what o,~s Sext on Bl ake think \ f th e 
F stiv e S aeo n? In th e "U.J," Doubl e Numbl.:lr 737 we find him sending Tinker 
full f r emonstrance, on , in 1:1clva nc e anJ ecc vmponied by . Padro, t o e. country 
mAnoion. This part of th o story is written by Bl ok e himself who comments:-
"And it is only fair t o add th et I ':fee k en upon payin. ~: th e vi1:1i t myself. 
Christm as with Sir .Jimmy ana. his ch armin g YOU?li:; wife pro mise d to b e extr em l 
unjoy E1bl e. Ther e were . tu be many oth er gues t.a in ad r1i tion antl the pa rty 
was tu be a merry on8 ." The Christin Ps Number a y ear l at er saw th0 first 
Waldo story which Bls o f oa.tur ed Nels on Lee , Nippe r t•nd th e Remove of · 
St. Fr ank's - one can inf er e diff ~r ence in acr& betw0en Tink er and Nipper 
h er e t The main s ettin g is e circus one an l th e fin ol pe r e~aph r oedE 
"••• one invit a ti on we ac ce pte d was t o spend a day withe newly-m ar ri ed 
couple who were not entireJy unc onn ecte d w-lth circus lif e . (Th G st ory •is 
t okcm fr m Tinker's Ct1se-Diery Dnd is · nerr ot er.. thr oughout by ·him.) The:i:r 
ChristmAs was th e happ i est in their whol lives ~n 1 ours was by no neans 
gl oomy. In fact we spent 1-1 r ee lly joy ous tim e but I r 0membe:r woni:ler ing, ' 
even os we s at r ound th e bl az i ng Y1,lle 10~ , huw l ong it woul d b e bef (>re we 
f.lgein met Wald the Wunrl.er Man. 11 

I· 
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No : 1000 "U .J." saw a famous Christmas - Blake robbed of his all by e, 
Wu Ling combine of nearly ell his best-known adversaries end going off in 
e faint by shock and over-.work. Chapter Eight starts "No one - not even 
Tinker - ever knew of that collapse of Blake's." It ends withe memorable 
rid, e. with Yvonne in the ,beck of the Grey Panther - "'Masculine,' she 
murmured absently as she thrust her key in the door. 'Yes, he is tha .t 

, certainly, but he is not ell masculine for ther e have been times when he 
has bGen •,es tender as s woman. 1 lmd her eyes were misty with uhshed t ears." 
Blake the fi ghter shows anothel' si,de of his nature, he oan hand out a 
thrashing t <_p a r oughneck Yukon trail-runner without turning a hair. 
( "U.J." ll 77i) • The man hes goeded Pedro into a fi ght to the death with 
his husky dog and Pedro has won but th e man too has to take his punishment. 
At the finish, Blake walks 8way with th e remark, "He'll come round in some
thing lik e a lfllart er of an hour, If he wants ~n:y more , I eholl be o:nly 
too pleased to oblige him," But no calmnes.s where Tinker is 1nvo1ved -
touch a hair of thPt young man's hoed and you are in for very serious 
trouble, The · ea!lle applies to . th e fair sex. In "U .J." 1038, Julia Fortune, 
his young fri~nd 4)f. the Secret Service, has fallen into beid hands through 
a mistake by Sexton Blake, who goes strai ght to the rescue. "The guv•nor's 
seeing red," Tink er tol d himself, "And I don I t blame him." The resulting 
fi ght takes four full columns of · desoription - a full page snd a third of 
anotherl Towards this climax we read:- "H1a was purely e fighting machine -
strife incarnate. For the time being he was made of iron. Unconquerable. 
The desperadoes who et t acked him grew fri ght ened at last. Of wha.t ave.il 
was it to wite granite, to batt er their heads against a stone wall? Thay 
were not, as he was, a:venging an atrocity •••• " 

But spec~ · get .a short and we have strayed fer from our Christmas. 
Without doubt it was Gwyn Evans who reelly brou ght Bl 8ke into the real 
spirit of Yuletide end th at goes for deer old Mrs. ]3ardell as well, They 
were grea t stories and if I am ever fortun at 8 enough to collect them Rll 
(I have only three just now and do not even know how many ther e wore in a11:, 
I hope one day to make them the subject of a. spech1l article, 

Why hove all the ol d characters gone and none come to tak e their 
places? Why is the prese nt-dey Blake such a pa llid figure end Tinker a. 
flashy young wisecracker? Hamilton seems to have achieved a successful 
comeba.ck ( at 7/6 a. time), whet about some publisher having a go at reviving 
th e glories of the greatest detective of them oll - our one and only 
Sexton Blake? 

- . ~- '~ ... ... 

WANTED; Union Jack No. 1,000, 5s.Od offered. Leonard Packman, 
27, Archdale Road, East Dulwioh; London, S.E.22. 

WANTED: Billy Bunder' s Bank Note, Billy Bun.tar's Bftrring 
Out, and Nessie Bunter of Cliff House School. .~lso copies 
of Schoolgirl, School Friend, Schoolgirl's Own, Schoolgirls 
Own Library. Gordon Kirby, 55, Forest Street, Bendigo, 
Victoria, ~ustrfl.lis .. 

~dvertise in the C.D. 
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,,.n.swo rs ( 20 q uc ati ons) : 

1. 28. 

2. 24 

3 • 7i11 
X 11" • 

4 • 9f' X 12111 

5. None. 

g. Detective Supplement. 

7, Detective Supplement. 

11 • Gwyn E'vBns • 

12. 1531, Rex Hor dinge. 

13, 48,000 words. 
'· ' 

14. ~ skull with automatic pistol. 

15. Moy 1925. J' 

16. The Yellow Ti ger. By·· G. H. Teed.' 
' r. 

17~ Inside cover. 

18. Sexton Bleke's OWn Pa~er. a. Tinker.~s Notobt>ok. 

9 • Tru e Crime F•ture. 19. The 'White Rider. By Leslie Cha~teris. 

10. November 9th, 1829. 20. Lewis JPokaon. 

SOLUTION (The Megio Circle~ 

If you can't get beyond 14, r emember th at both ANDREW end D~ . 
ore Bleke names. 

SOLUTION (Fin d the euthor) 

l.GIVE MR ARM 

2.A WEEKLY FE 

3. SAY HO'W MAN 

4, A F I N E F E R R 

5.SKENE WROT 

6.THE FAVOUR 

7. CY NOS H ~ D T 

8. A M I L L I O N A 

9,A COUNCIL'S 

SOLUTION. (Cryptic Chnrncters): 
(1) Seminnmis; (2) K1.;w; (3) Pf).,g0 , (4) Yvonne ; (5) 
Julin Fortune. 

Don't forgot to fill in nnd r e turn 
tho Vo.ting P~per. • • • • • • • 

, 



T~ ._F'i1'.~t Bo~ A1""-u~l 
1
ev4lf Publi,1""'2~ 

T~"' (1l<l.rri0 A"'~ui\..l 

~his is the first post-war 
iss~ o:f ~om Me~s Annu.afi 
Vie :feel. confident t it wi 
:find a very ape cial place in 
the affectiollS of boys all over 
the Ene;lish-speaking world 

All our old friends are 
here - Tom Merry and his ohums 
of St.Jim's - Jimmy Silver of 
Rookwood - Harry Compton & Co. 
of ~rcroft School,not forget
ting our :fat old friend Turkey 
Tuck. •. .• 

TOM MERRY'S 
-ANNUAL-

In addition to these old favourites, the Amwal 
contains this year some exciting new fefltu:res - The 
story of the F.A.CU.p - an exciting artiol.e on moror 
ra. ci~ ~ '-~ and Mother on Speedway, by Ba ail Storey -
a :faSCl.?lllting article en whaling and another on secret 

· code&. ~l.ly, there is an enthrf\lling feature on how 
to make ..a an1ill. Nld inexpensive radio set, with f'UJ.J. 
instructions an(\ list o:f components • • • • • • • • 

Tb.e .Azm.ue.l is profusely illustra. ted and has an 
a. ttre.ctive jacket. • • · • • • • • • • • • • 

The Price is onl..y 7s. 6d Net 

It comprises over 300 pages of stories and feat
ures, B{ld at the beginning there is a fuJ.1-J.ength igm 
Mei;ey story • • • • • fl • o • • • c • • • • • • 

Obtaimlble from al.l bookshops and newsagents, 
from the Publishers (Postage 9d extl1l) • • • . 

Mandeville Publications 
55. Victoria Street 

London. s.w.1. 

or . . 




